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UNITY WEEK, 

"Never give up praying for Christian unity 
• . • A day wiil come when the great miracle 
will happen ••• " -Paut Cout~e:t~ 

The annual Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, observed in Australia from Ascen
sion Day to Whitsunday, falls this year 
between May 7th and 17th. 

Among many signs that our prayer is being 
answered is that the observance now has 
the official blessing and support of the 
Australian Council of Churches and the 
Episcopal Conference of the Australian Ro
man Catholic Bishops - something that. was 
not feasible when the "week" began some 
12 years ago. 

Many parishes are already drawing up their 
plans for the Week of Prayer May 7th to 
17th. The theme for 1970 is "Fellow-Work
ers with Christ" and the leaflets used 
overseas have been carefully revised and 
adapted, and are now available. It is sug
gested that parishes order a leaflet for 
each adult attending Mass. 

. PENTECOST UNITY SERVICE AT 
ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL THIS YEAR 1970 . 

History will be made during thi s year 1 s 

PENTECOST 1970 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity May 7th 
- 17th), when the central city service 
will be held at st. Patrick's Cathedral at 
3 p.m. on Pentecost Sunday, May 17th~ His 
Grace Archbishop Knox will preside and con
duct the service. It is expected that 
representatives of all denominations will 
accept the Archbishop's invitation to be 
present. Most churches will participate 
in the prayers and readings of the service. 
The preacher will be Fr. John Mullally,~~ 

St. Patrick's Cathedral is a very large 
building and very difficult to fill, espec
ially on a Sunday afternoon. All parishes 
will be asked to send representatives. An 
excellent ecumenical gesture would be to 
arrange a bus or a number of cars and in
vite members from each of the denomina
tions who have churches in the parish. 
This would give the event a local flavour 
and a wide coverage. If we can pack the 
Cathedra~ great enthusiasm will be genera
ted, and the event will put the seal of 
success as well as of approval on ecumen
ism for Catholics in Melbourne. 

WEEK OF PRAYER Leaflets 

Parishes, Schools and Organizations are urged to order leaflets in good time for the Week 
of Prayer, Ascension Thur.sday to Pentecost Sunday, Hay 7th to May 17th, 1970. A sample 
copy of the l eaflet is enclosed , The Prayer fo:c Unity? last year printed separately on a 
card, is printed this year on the leaflet. 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN APPENDED ORDER. 

Price of leaflets per 1000, $7.00 plus postage. Accounts wili be rendered later. Orders must reach Mr J. J. 
McKenno by April 15th, 1970, It may not be possible to supply leaflets ordered after that dote. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mr J. J. McKenna, 
legion of Mary, 
460 latrobe _Street, 
Melbourne. Vic. 3000 

Please forward .. .. ...... .................................. .. Week of Prayer Leaflets. . .. ... ................... ... : .............. @ $7.00 per 1000, plus postage. 

Norne · .................. ' ............ . ........... · .. . . . . . . ...... · s~OCK .LEi-TERS'... . . . .... . ......... . ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·. · .. , ...... .. ' . . · · .' 

Address 
• •• • ••• • • · ~ ••• 0 • ••• ' ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• ' •• -' •••••••••••••••••• '.. • ••••• - • • • • ••• ••••• ••••• •••• • • 0 •• 0 • •• ' ••• •• •• 0 •• ••• ' • • ••• • ' . .. ' 0 ••• 
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HOW TO DEVELOP- PARISH ECUMENISM 

(Adapted from bookZet of this titte 
by AZexande!' Ketlihe:t'~ B.A. publish
ed by EaumeniaaZ Institute, GPaymoo!' 
GaPnson, New YoPk.) · 

·1 ntroduction 

It would . seem at first glance to be un
necessary, years after the closing of Vat
ican . II., __ . to emphasize the importance of 
lay involvement fn the ecumenical work of 
the Church. However, centuries of retire
ment from apostolic activity on the part 
of the laity necessitated the statement of 
the Decree on . Ecumenism which reads, "The 
attainment of union is the concern of the 
whole Church, faithful and clergy alike. 
This concern extends to everyone, whatever 
his talent, whether it be exercised in his 
daily Christian life or in his historical 
and theological research". 

Years after this declaration we are still 
struggling to convince our people of its 
truth and to encourage and direct their 
Christian zeal to the attainment and ful
fil,1ment of Christ's prayer, "That they 
all may be one". . (John 17: 21). 

Bold Development 

The Decree on Ecumenism.like the other de
crees 6£ Vatican II, marks not an end, but 
a beginning. Never before has. the Catho
lic Church moved so boldly, or spoken so 
clearly, as when the Council asserted that 
all baptized believers in Christ,are truly 
our brothers. Never has the Church been 
so obviously humble as when the Council 
admitted that Catholics must share the 
blame for the tragic separation and hatred 
that has been, until recent times, part of 
our Christian heritage. 

But the full flowering of the ecumenical 
movement can come only through local imple
mentation of the conciliar decrees. The 
Pope has promulgated the decree, but the 
People of God mus.t put its directives into 
effect by supportive action. It is only 
in a true sharing with our brothers in 
Christ, through sacrifice, action and wit
nes~ that the words and hopes of the Coun-. 
cil will come to fruition. Thus, we see 
that our Church is truly a Pilgrim Church, 
moving through time, ever seeking Christ 
and ever desirous of attaining that unity 
desired and promised by Him. 

"The sacred Council exhorts all the Catho
lic faithful to recognize the signs of the 
times and to take an active and intelli
gent part in the work of ecumenism". (De
cree on Ecumenism.) With those words of 
Vatican II on our minds, let us now move 
on. 

THAT ALL 

MAY BE ONE 

Implementation of Ecumenism in the Parish 

WHAT IS ECUMENISM? Ecumeni.sm may be des
cribed as that contemporary movement with
in Christianity which aims at promoting 
mutual understanding, cha:d ty, and co-op
erative social and spiritual action. It 
has as further aim the encouragement of a 
re-evaluation and adjustment of theologi
cal positions in order that, wherever pos
sible, Christians may present a united 
front regarding their understanding of Je
sus and his message. This is the tradi
tional idea of ecumenism. 

HOW CAN CATHOLICS BRING ABOUT CHRISTIAN 
UNITY? 

Let us examine what we share in common 
with our fellow Christians: 
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Our Common He r itage 

l . WE ALL SHARE one Bapt ism and the 
virtues of fai t h, hope and charity and the 
gifts of t he Holy Spirit. 

2 . OUR J UDAIC HERITAGE I S THE SAME. Our 
knowledge of Jesus , Hi s comingf His life, 
and His death · i s recorded i n the Bible 
which wr: all honour. Our faith is based 
on the revelation cont ained withi n the 
Sacred Scriptures . 

3, OUR BASIC ETHIC I S THE SAME. The cor e 
of Chr ist's message is love . Love of God 
and love of neighbour in Je.s'l,ls' name has 
remained the same , in spite of other dif
ferences which have arisen in time . 

4 . OUR FUTURE IS THE SA!A.E. All Chr i'sti ans 
l ook forward to the second corni ng of 
Christ, · jus t as did the Apostles and early 
follo't<rers of Je sus. We are united in our 
expect at i ons and in our trust in God's 
promises. 

Having come to . t he . r ealization of our 
unique relationship ":'i th P:r.otesta.nt and 
Or thodox Ch~';-:-i?.rtiic.'1l"lS: vie must now strive to 
operate ~cru...Ttlenically within the fJ..'aiD"-'Work 
of our par ish m::·',j'~.nlz at:Lon . The following 
suggestions can b e pursued with the parish 
str uctur e to br i ng Chris t i ans i nto closer 
contact with ons ~nether . 

Pcri~h Action 

l. The pr i e s t s of the p~,rish ca:n develop 
cordial rel ations w:J. t h the local ministeJ::'S, 
They will b e welcome t o join the !'1inister s. 
Fraternal and wi.ll s oon find tl1.ey wi l l be 
of fezed_ posi ticms of l e a.dership and asked 
t o t ake ful l par t in all activities. 

2. An import.ant s tandi rLg Coromi ttee of the 
parish Council will be the Committee f or 
Ecumenisrn and ~~e Council will see t o it 
t hat it is headed by one of its ablest 
leaders. This Committee will study The 
Dearee on Eaumenism and The Directory on 
Eaumeniem and .set about applying t hem at 
parish level. 

3. One of the f irst moves will be to j oin 
the local · inter- Church Council and g-et suf~ 

ficient. Cathoi.:tcs of the parish 'co take an 
act:t ve par t in its p:;.:-cgraltlil\e • 

4. Some form of recurring contact between 
the various local churches should be deve~ 
oped. Some areas in Melbourne visit each 
other ' s normal services from time to time, 
say on each fifth Sunday. In this wayall 
come to have some knowledge of each others 
form of worship. There can be a cup of 
tea afterwards o+ even an open forum dis
cussion of some topic of common interest:· 

5 . ·The Week of Prayer , from -Ascension to 
Pentecost, can do with considerable im
provement in each parish. Representatives 
of all local Churches can hold a united 
Service in a different local church each 
day during the week as well as a big com
bined Service on Pentecost Sunday after
noon or night . Or the prayers could be 
recit ed by sma;l.l groups in the homes. The 
Week of l?rayer leaflet is ex.cellent for 
all such occasions. 

6. I nter-religious discussions can be ar
r anged formally in a hall or informally in 
a living room. Each has its own speeial 
merit s. such discussions were very suc
cessful in some areas on material provided 
by t he Religion and Life Movement a few 
years ago . 

This year 1970 it is suggested that the 
Week of Prayer be followed by a series of 
about s ix study or discussion meetings in 
homes. A suitable booklet based on the 
Upsala Assembly is available for 35c. per 
copy from the Joint Board of Christian Ed
ucation of Australia and New Zealand, _ 147 
Collins St., Melbourne. 3000. 

7. J ews : In recent years Catholic-Jewish 
r elati ons have grown in cordiality and fre
quency. While anti-Semitism is repudiated 
by Christians, ..;; "The Church depiores the 
hatred , persecutions and displays of anti..;. 
Semitisrn dir ected against Jews at any time 
and from any source" · - (Vatican II, Decla
ration on the Jews) there still exists the 
barr i er of subtle prejudice born from lack 
of k.no~7ledge and appreciation of Jewish 
theologv and culture. 

To remedy t his situation the catholic par
i sh can arrange lectures on ,Jewish religi
ous l i fe . An effort should be made to show 
t he r ole of the Jews in salvation history 
in a more positive light. Our guide in 
t his remains the Vatican Council's "Decla
ration on t he Jews." 
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;MEETING OF 

M~LBOURNE PARISH REPRESENTATIVES 

A meeting held· at the Legion of Mary Rooms 
in Melbourne, 30th Nov. 1969, was attended 
by representatives of over 20 parishes and 
showed encouraging evidence of sound ecu-

·menical development in these parishes. 

The· mee-ting resU:lfed from a letter address· 
ed by Bishop Moran to parish priests of 
the diocese. Bishop Moran presided at the 
meeting and there were short addresses by 
Fr.B.O.'Connor, P.P. and Fr.A.J. Cleary, P.P. 

Following are some of the reports:-

St. Michael's North Melbourne reported 
that all the other denominations do not 
he.si tate to accept in vita tions to Mass. 

Sunshine reported meetings with Anglicans 
and Presbyterians at which a speaker from 
each spoke on the history of his Church. 
A small group of local people met to have 
a gospel discussion and there is now a 
move to have an inter-Church Council with 
a full-time social worker. 

Box Hill reported that the local churches 
were compiling a common roll and making 
the roll a question of concern for the 
street wardens appointed. In preparation 
for Easter, a 'General Mission was held in 
the distric~the whole parish being visit
ed by an ecumenical team to invite each 
householder to the mission in his own 
church. 

Burwood reported that they had an inter
Church Council consisting of 13 churches. 
The Catholics have found the other church
es most ·co-operative. The Council has a 
Liturgy Group , a Study Group and a Social 
Action Group. On Pentecost Sunday they 
have a combined service at the Burwood 
Catholic Church. On the social side, the 
churches co-operate in Meals on Wheels, as
sisting the Boys' Home, the Home for the 
Blind and other charities. The Catholics 
join in all these activities. The Council 
has a constitution which the Burwood repre· 
sentative promised to make available to 
the Ecumenical Affairs Commission. 

Essendon reported very extensive ecumeni
cal activity in the parish and district, 
Quarterly meetings of an Inter-Church Coun· 
cil are held. The Ecumenical Institute of 

Australia was formed in 196~ its aim being 
"the renewal of society by the revitaliza
tion of the churches." Private meetings 
are held monthly by lay people of various 
denominations. Other activities include 
Youth Clu:b dances, visitation of local pri
vate hospital for the aged and dying, sup
port of Foster Parents' Associatio~trans
port for blind to craft classe~ membership 
of Citizen's Advisory Bureau set up by the 
local co\mcil . fc;>r the municipalitY, contact 
with the local state School Mothers' Club 
and with the Freedom from Hunger organiza
tion. Census in progress to all homes in 
the parish. Information is to be forwarded 
to other denominations regarding their own 
members visited an~ there has been a numb
er of fruitful conversations on the visits. 

Surrey Hills reported that an Inter-Church 
Council meets every two months. They are 
hoping to extend this activity, moving 
quietly. For instance at meetings held in 
private homes once a month, efforts are 
made to uplift the Christian education in 
the area. The Anglican church will also 
provide facilities for students to study. 

Caulfield reported ~""th~t · they '"'j'oin -other 
denominations in census work and the cards 
are sent to Catholic and non - Catholic 
authorities alike. 

Heal~sviile reported tha'c there had been 
inter-visiting ,of homes by the va:r·ious de
nominations for some time. Father Sheehy 
has shown a special interest in ecu.-nenical 
affairs and particularly in the local Min
isters' Fraternal. 

Baladava reported contact with other lo
cal Christians, mainly Church of England, 
over the last four years. Social functions 
have figured largely in this . 

Kensington reported very edifying contacts 
with the separated brethren. These con
tacts go back for many years through the 
Holy Name Society invitations to their 
breakfasts. The Society also aocepted re
ciprocal invitations. The parish co-oper
ated in the district census, particularly 
in the multi-storied ~lats. ~he Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul was particularly 
active in this and other activities. Cath
olics liked the Week of Prayer functions. 
Prayer meetings were held, followed by 
discussions. All denominations combine in 
the Opportunity Shop at Kensington. 
A Community Service pamphlet has been is-. 
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sued. During the last few weeks, there 
have been a f.ew streets which have held 
house meetings for neighbouring Christians. 
Consideration is being given to extend 
this activity. In their social activities 
in conjunction with other denominations, 
the parish places. emphasis on action. 
Their slogan is: . "~o lonely people!" Par
ishioners have assisted many of the local 
pasters to fill up their congregations. 
The Methodist Brotherhood on the occasion 
of an ecumenical · meeting said that you 
come to a meeting and find you are meeting 
your brothers. 

Glen Iris reported that st. Roch' s had 
joined the Minister~ Council and that mem
bers went to one anothers churches and ex
plained their own beliefs. Men and women 

t / 

11TFIAT J'HEY 

MAY BE ONE" 

of the parish were encouraged to goto one 
another's social activities. The last Week 
of Prayer was held in the parish and par
ishioners are in close contact with the 
Red Cross, Malvern Benevolent Society, 
Meals on Wheels and Men's and Women's 
Clubs. Over the year there has been a 
gradual improvement in denominational 
friendship. There have been invitations 
to meals in non-Catholic homes .and there 
has been contact with eight social workers 
of other churches. In. a few weeks, they 
are having a joint ecumenical service in 
the Presbyterian Church at Gardiner. Ecu
menical house-to-house visitation is to be 
started. 

East Kew reported that the parish priest 
and the Presbyterian minister were very 
friendiy. The parish has done most of the 
ecumenical things already mentioned. They 
have an Inter-Church Council which arranges 
such things as co-operative as combined 
dinners, and gospel discussions. The par
ish is now considering the future. and is 
in the process of setting up street ward
ens. Good contact has been made with the 
local Rabbi and with the Greek Orthodox. 

Gardenvale held a combined ecumenical meet
ing in · the church hall at which Judge Fred
erico addressed the gathering. There is a 
Ministers' Fraternal in the parish. 

Rev. Father Deakin spoke of contacts with 
the Greek Orthodox. At Box Hill the Greeks 
use the church hall for their services and 
at St. Roch's, Glen Iris, Greek Orthodox 
members attend Mass every sunday. 

The legion of Mary · reported close contact 
between the Jews and one of their praesid
ia (Our Lady Pillar of Fire) and an ad
dress in the Legion Office by a Rabbi on 
Jewish worship. Jewish vestments were 
shown and explained. The Legion also men
tioned activity at East Camberwell -(a) 
At Siena Convent, an Anglican minister and 
a Dominican priest spoke on "The Christian 
Teaching on Our Lady" to an audience of 
250 , including about 100 from all the lo
cal denominations. The minister's address 
was printed in series over three issues of 
"The Anglican". 
(b) 

Close contact with the local Baptists, in
cluding attendance at their sunday service. 
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LONDON SUGGESTIONS 

Extracts from Report on Westminster · 
Pastoral Council Meeting 26.4.69 

That as soon as may be found possible an 
ecumenical or unity group be set up in 
each parish. It would pian a programme 
for the whole year, based on the unity 
octave,but adapted to various groups; pro
mote prayer and study fo r unity, discussion 
and joint meetings with other churches; 
ensure adequate . participation in local 
council of churches and be the contribu
tion of Catholics to the life of the local 
community. 

Emphasis on local level_ 

Where a parish council exists the Unity 
Group will have a place on it, and will 
co-operate with other member groups. It 
will ensure that ecumenism is borne in 
mind in all programmes at the local level 
and keep in touch with unity projects at 
diocesan level, e.g. pilgrimages, confer
ence$, circulars. The ·unity secretary, or 
ecumenical office~ will see that local ef
forts are reported for the benefit of 
other groups and exchange reports and pro
grammes with the ecumenical commission, so 
as to avoid overlapping. 

ConaZusi ons: 

There .is great scope for participation at 
the local level in sharing in social activ
ities and combined efforts in works of 
mercy. The encouragement and support of 
the parish clergy was necessary, but some
times lacking. The group would like to see 
more frequent exchanges, and a general ex
tension of the concept of the Unity Week. 

In unity work personal r e lationships and 
contacts are invaluable. Prayer and Bible 
reading groups at the local level would be 
most useful. There should also be greater 
theological discussion, not only in groups 
with other churches, but also among catho
lics . The group liked the idea of com
bined pilgrimages, for specific intentions. 

All that is done at local level should al
so be projected and enlarged at the pastor 
al Council. The feed-back of information 
at all levels is essential. 

Clergy Fraternals 

The rate of progress at local level is 

again and again seen to turn on the regu
lar meetings of the clerg~·. Not only house 
groups and local council s of churches, but 
the steady improvement of relations be
tween churches is dependent on these in
formal gatherings. Without them progress 
is slow. 

local Councils 

Next to the clerical meetings . in the or-· 
der of influence are those · of the local 
councils of churches, which include lay
folk from each parish. Many have elected 
catholic officers. All help to pave the 
way for the full membership of the British 
Council of Churches, and ultimately of the 
World Council, now being considered seri
ously. 

These two paragraphs are taken from the 
Westminster Ecumenical Newsletter "Di
alogue". Is not this true of Melbourne 
also'? 

ECUMENISM IN . NEW .. ZEALAND 

On May l 5.t h . 1969 an "Application of the 
Directory on :Ecumenism" by the Catholic 
Archbishops and Bishops ·of New Zeala nd was 
issued by the National Commission on Ecu
menism, 140 Austin St. , Wellington. The 
following i s the foreword by the New Zea 
land Hier archy. 

The Decree on Ecumenism of November 21, 
1964, states that "the attain.rr;ent o f union 
is the concern of the whole Church, faith
ful and clergy alike" • (Decree n. 5 • ) I n 
its second chapter on "The Pract ice · of Ecu
menism" t he Decree s tates tha~ t he bas i s 
of the movement t owards Chri s t ian Unit y is 
the Church ' s f idelity to he r o'<·m ca~ling •• 
As she reforms and renews herself the 
Church becomes aware of the need to ex
press more clearly her relati onship with 
other Christian bodies as an integral part 
of her mission. Ecumenism is not, there
fore , an optional ·,.extra" , but an authen
tic expression of the organic life of the 
Church. It is for this reason that the 
Pope , the Bishops in Council, t he episco
pal conferences ·and countless clergy and 
laity throughout the world have espoused 
the cause of ecumenism. 

Change . of Heart 

This demands, firstly, a change of heart 
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based not merely on the overcoming of pre
judice and ingrained .attitude, but a genu
ine conviction springing from a realiza
tion that the ecumenical movement is Chris
tian. It is inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
It engages the Christian virtues of humil~ 
ty, self-denial, generosity of spirit and 
love of neighbour. It seeks the unity that 
Christ wills for His Church. Thus "spiri
tual ecumenism" as it is called is of pri
mary importance. 

In fact, .only when the ecumenical. movement 
has spiritual motivation is it possible to 
ensure fidelity to the mission of the 
Church, because this motivation ensures an 
upright presentation of the Catholic. Faith 
in its entirety, while creating an atmos
phere in which ecumenism can take place. 

It is a duty of. priests, especially, to 
seek to gain personal convictions regard
ing the principles and practice of acumen
ism, · and to educate their paristlioners 
carefully in th~~· 

Dialogue Necessary 
Besides its manifestation in our personal 
attitudes and activities, ecumenism em
braces dialogue between church bodies at 
various levels for better understanding 
and widening of the areas of mutual theo
logical agreement. It embraces also the 
field in which Churches and church organi
zations co-operate . in the name of human 
dignity in every Sphere of commun~ty act
ivity. Already we have drawn attention to 
this desi:r:·abJ.e acti. vi ty and are glad of 
the progress that has been made. We shall 
later be in a position to make a further 
statement on its development. Worship and 
prayer in common should bear witness to 
the growing unity among Christians and, at 
the same time, be a sharing in the means 
of grace. 

It is perhaps necessary to state that the 
ecumenical movement is a corporate action, 
a striving for unity between Churches. 
There are already consoling signs that it 
has warmed the christian c~imate, both in 
the relationship of churches, and in the 
greater appreciation of christian values 
by the community at large. The progress 
of the individual person to sanctity and 
salvation remains in tJ;le providence of the 
marvellous ·ways of God . Among many other 
infl uences that of the ecumenical movement 
itself may lead souls to pr~ctising. member 
ship of another church,or on to fu~l Cath-

olic communion. There is no opposition b~ 
tween ecumenism and conversion. There is 
no lessening of our duty to preach the gos
pel to every creature (Mk. 16,15) in the 
fulfillment of the mandate of Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. 

Praying Together 

In our Pastoral letter of February 28,196~ 
applying the Decree on Ecumenism promulga~ 
ed three months earlier, we gave directives 
relating to private prayer with Non-Catho
lics, attendance at school assembly prayers, 
prayer in common at gatherings of a nation
al or .civic nature, attendance at religi
ous ceremonies in non-Catholic churches on 
social occasions, attendance at functions 
of a religious nature, attendance at spec
ial ecumenical gatherings, and the organi
zation of such gatherings. The Pastoral 
Letter stressed the Council's cal~ for spi
ritual ecumenism, and suggested ways of 
sharing in the ecumenical movement. 

More recently, in a statement on Christian 
Unity Week published in the Newsletter of 
the National Commission on Ecumenism, May 
10, 1968, we gave permission for Catholics 
to take part in interdenominational ser
vices for unity held in churches, and we 
encouraged unity activities at parish 
level. 

On May 14, 1967, the Secretariat for Pro
moting Christian Unity published Part 1 of 
a "Directory for the Application of the De
cisions of the Second Ecumenical Council 
of the Vatican concerning Ecumenical Mat
ters." Parts 11 and lll of the Directory, 
to deal with ecumenical dialogue and ecu
menical education, are now being prepared. 

NeEtds Local Initiatives 
Part l of the Directory has a brief in
struction (nn.l-2) enunciating the princi
ples we have just emphasised, a section on 
"The Setting up of Ecumenical Commissions ,1

' 

(nn.3-B) and one on "Fostering Spiritual 
Ecumenism in the Catholic Church" (nn.2l;... 
24) • The remainder of the document deals 
with various aspects of worship and prayer 
in common. It is this, rather than ecu
menical dialogue or co-operation in commu
nity activity, with which we are concerned 
in the pages to follow. This document, 
therefore, must be read in relation to the 
Directory. Our comments on it are designed 
to adapt it to New Zealand conditions, and 
cannot be fully explained without refer
ence to it. Neither the first part of the 
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Directory, nor the parts yet to be pub
lished, can provide for all situations or 
resolve all questions. The ecumenical move
ment is a dynamic activity which will re
veal, as it progresses, new insights, new 
stand-points from which to make judgments 
as to the future, and possibly new areas 
of mutual co-operation not yet invisaged. 
The Directory, therefore, in no way pre
cludes further development. 

Grateful to God for the opportunity of par
ticipating in this providential movement 
of our time, we commend the Directory and 
these guidelines to your study and appli
cation. Since it is the parish which re
presents in some manner the visible Church 
constituted throughout the world (Decree 
on the Liturgy n.42~ it is at parish level 
particularly that ecumenical activity 
should present Christ not only to this 
"lesser grouping of the faithful" (ibid.) 
but to the wider Christian and civic com
munity. 

We confidently entrust to you, in the 
first place, our brothers in the priest
hood of Christ, the fruitful and harmoni
ous development of our relationship with 
other Christian Churches. We commend and 
encourage the enlightened approach to ecu
menism being taken by the Religious Order~ 
by lay organizations, and by laymen and 
lay',wmen all over New Zealand. 

ELANORA CONFERENCE 

From October 31 to November 5, the Divi
sion of Christian Education of the Austra~ 
ian Council of Churches sponsored an ecu
menical conference. entitled "Australia in 
World Perspecdve" , held at Elanora, Syd
ney. There were 103 participants, 23 Cath
olic representatives. 

The two main themes chosen were 1-Jorld De
velopment and The Technological Society. 
The recommendations of the conference fo
cussed particularly on the need for commu
nity education in Australia on Development 
and on a wide range of possible ways of 
promoting this. 

This ecumenical Conference was a forerun
er to a 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

"Action for 1f7orld Development" is the 

theme of a National Conference of Churches 
on Australia's responsibility, sponsored 
jointly by the Australian Council of Church
es and the ·National Commission for Justice 
and Peace of the Roman Catholic Church. 
It was held at Wesley Colleg~ Sydney, from 
February 12 to 18, 1970. The aim of this 
conference was stated as follows: 

to study Australian responsibility in 
world social and economic development 

- to recommend to the Churches policies 
which they might advocate 

- to suggest educational and promotional 
procedures which they might use to alert 
the entire community 

- to make recommendations in the name of 
the conference to the Churches, the gov
ernments and to relevant sectors of 
society. 

"FATHER, MAY 
THEY BE ONE 
IN US '1 

ACTION FOR 'vVORLD DEVELOPMENT 

Copies 
jointly 
Churches 

of the 
by the 

and the 

four pamphlets produced 
Australian Council of 
National Commission on 

Justice and Peace of the Catholic Church 
are available from the Victorian Council 
of Churches, 100 Flinders street, Melb
ourne, 3000 (63-2736). 

'rhe books are:-
Rich and Poor Nations: an e:>~amination of 
Australia 1 s responsibilities s.nd econom-
ic development. (80c.) 
Development Through Trade: 'l'he e ffect s 
of Australia's trade and trading poli
cies on low income countries. (65c.) 
What Does Theology Tell? The Church and 
missions in development and t.he theolo
gical starting points for action, (65c.) 
Politics and Education: some political 
factors in the development issue in Aus
tralia and its educational dimension . 
( 65c.) 

It is expected 
Conference for 
prepared will 
volume. 

that the findings of the 
which these volumes were 
be published in a fifth 


