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Introduction: The transition from an apologetic and rather polemical <?-ttitude to other 
Christian communities to a positive and ecumenical one naturally raises many questions 
for us. Because these questions are so pressing, we shall treat almost exclusively of 
the first chapter of the Dearee on Eaumenism where we might expect to find solutions. 
This procedure may be justified too on the score that the rest of the Decree is for the 
most part simply an application of principles enunciated in this first chapter. 

I. ·THE UNlTY ANO UNICITY OF THE CHURCH (Art. 2) 

If the Catholic. Church is to participate 
fruitfully in the quest for Christian Uni
ty, then it must begin by setting out its 
own vision of the un:ity which Christ wills 
for his Church and the essential factors 
which constitute this unity. The Decree 
does this in Article 2. 

1. The unity of the Churah - the gift of 
God. 

The Decree sees the unity of the Church as 
based primarily upon the love of God, the 
reconciling work of Christ and the unify
ing work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spiri.t as the author of the Church 1 s di
versity in unity is 'the principle of the 
Church 1 s unity' • 

2. The Churah is a cormrunion 
Co-relatively to the above presentation of 
the source of the Church' s unity, the 
Church itself is seen primarily and basic~ 
ally as a communion or fellowship: 11 the 
people of the new covenant", 11 the wonder
ful comm\mion of the fai th'ful" , the 11 Uni ty 
of faith, hope and chari tyn - a communion 
which is patterned on and created by the 
Triune God. 

3. Ministry in the service of the 
Spirit and the Risen Christ. 

Among the ministries stirred up by the Spi
rit is the ministry of the episcopal col
lege with the Pope at its head, a ministry 
which is grounded on the apostolate of the 
Twelve:. Through their ~aithful preaching 
of the Gospel, their faithful administer
ing:: of the sacraments and their faithful 
go~rning in love, Christ perfects the 
Church's 11 fellowship in unity, in the con-

fession of one faith, in the common cele
bration of divine worship, and in the fra
ternal harmony of the family of God." 

4. The one Church of Christ 
The Church so described is "God's only 

THE WALLS OF SEPARATION 
DO NOT REACH TO HEAVEN 

flock." The article consistently speaks 
of the Church of Jesus Christ and not the 
Catholic Church. However, since it speaks 
expressly of the pope and bishops, it 
leaves no doubt a:bout its conviction that 
the Church of Christ is in fact realised 
in the Catholic Church which displays the 
visible and invisible elements of unity 
mentioned. At the same time it leaves 
open the question of whether the Church of 
Christ is not also present in some way· in 
other Christian communities. 
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11. RELATIONSHIP OF SEPARATED BRETHREN T9 THE,_ 
•CATHOLIC CHURCH (Article 2) 

Having expressed what the Catholic Church· 
believes about the unity of Christ's Church 
and the varied factors that constitute it, 
the Cotincil now turns to nori ....; catholic 
Christians _and their communities in order 
to re-define the Catholic Church's rela- · 
tionship to them. In so doing, it makes 
statements whiah have never previousl-y 
been heard from the Churah's magisteriUm 
(new both in tone and content.) 

1. The faat of the separation 
The Decree does not speak of the divisf-on 
of the one Church into several Churches 
but rather of the separation of quite 
rarge communities from the Catholic Church. 
This expresses its conviction that despite 
division, the Church of Christ continues 
to exist and be recognizable in the Cathol
ic Church. But, on the other hand, separ
ation does not mean that the separated 
communities become simply man-made insti
tutions. 

2. Separated from FULL aommunion with the 
CathoUa Churah. 

The Decree recognizes that while non-Cath
olic Christians and their communities are 
not in full comm~nion with the Catholic 
Church, they are nevertheless in a real if 
imperfect communion with it - a communion 
which is based on belief in Christ and 
baptism along with other ecclesial ele
ments. 

3. Existenae of eaalesial elements beyond 
the Catholia Churah. 

These ecclesial elements are central to 
the Gospel ("very many of the most signi
fiaant elements and endowments which to
gether go to build up and give life to the 
Church itself"); they are, moreover, truly 
ecclesial, i.e., they belong to the one 
Church which Christ established. 

4. Separated Churahes and eaaZesiaZ com-
munities - "means of saZvation" 

Because of these ecclesial elements, these 
Churches -and ecclesial communities possess 
"significance and importance in the mys
tery of salvation" and are themselves 
"means of salvation". Once this is recog
nized, then we cannot speak of these com
mUnities as being of purely human origin, 
founded e . g . by Henry VIII or by Martin 
Luther . 

5. The Catho'Ua Churah "all embmaing 
means of salvation" 

-Here the Decree evaluates th_e Catholic 
Church _. as an institution in the same way 
that Jt has jus"!: . evaluated, the_ ot1ler .co~-

. muni ties from their institutional a~pect. 
Institutional elements, lackihg inOther 
communities, are present in it and are im
portant and necessary for the unity of the 

. Church and the building up of Christ 1 s 
body. 

Ill. ON ECUMENISM 

After setting out the ecclesiological prih· 
ciples which govern the participation . of 
Catholics in the ecumenical movement, the 
Decree now turns to discuss the ecumenical 
movement itself. 

1. Desaription of. the eaumeniaal movement 
This consists in avoiding unJust and un:. 
loving expressions and judgments which may 
have been taken over unthinkingly and un
consciously from an era of polemic; in di
alogue and prayer; in examining our faith~ 
fulness to Ch:dst 1 s will for the Church 
and, wherever necessary, undertaking the 
tasks of renewal and reform. 

' 
2. Unity whiZe awqiting its fuZZ realiza

tion, aZroeady "subsists in the CathoZia ' 
Churah." 

The expression is derived from Lumen Gen
tium a, where it is used - instead of the 
"is" Of simple identity - to describe the 
relationship between "the unique Church of 
Christ" and the Gatholic Church. It is 
used so that "the whole statement may be 
more in accordance with the affirmation of 
the ecclesial elements which are found 
elsewhere". It is used in the Dearee to 
leave room for "very many of the most sig
nificant elements and endowments'; which 
are found in other coinmuni ties. The ex
pression indicates at the same time that 
the Church of Christ is visible, · discern
ible, recognizable in the Catholic Church. 

IV. CONCLUSION: 

CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES OF ECUMENISM 

l. The one and only true Church of Christ 
"subsists in the Catholic Church" i.e. 
is there, is concretely knowable and 
discernible and recognizable in the 
Catholic Church throughout history and 
at ahy particular time of history. 

1. Central ecclesial elements i.e. ele
ments belonging to Christ's Church, 
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3. 

exist in other Churches and· ecclesial 
communities making them into "means of 
sal vat ion'' throl.}.gh which their members 
are sanctified and redeemed. 

·While the Catholic Church believes 
that. unity is_ a l ready s\1bsistirig in it 
as Christ's ·- gift, it cannot _realize 
the ~uilness of -its - catholicity- of 
its diversity in unity- in the present 
divided st_ate of Christendom, nor can 
it be reconciled to a- division which 
open.ly contradicts Christ's will. 
Hence it commits itself fully to the 
coinmon Christian task and responsibil
ity of bearing full witness to the one 
holy, catholic and apostolic Church of 
Christ through a unity of all the bap
tized a unity which is based on 
Christian love and which manifests t _he 
fullness of Christ's revelation. 

N. B. This l .ecture is based entirely upon 
J . FEINER; "Commentary on the Decree on 
Ecumenism" in -H. VORGRIMLER (editor) Com
mentary _ on the Doawrzents of Vatiaan II 
Vo~. II (Burns Oates, 1968), 57-93. 

POVERTY IN MELBOURNE 

A Conference on Poverty in Melbo:urne , ar
ranged by · the Victorian CoWlcil of Church
es and the Melbourne Catholic Ar.chdiocese . 
Commission on Ecumenical Affairs, was held 
on Tuesday July 15th 1969, 10 a •.m. - 4 p.m. 
at La Verna, Kew. The Chairman was the 
Most Rev. Bishop L.P. Moran. 

" • .• IN ORDER 

-THAT 

THE WORLD 

J-!4.Y 

BELIEVE." 

Therewere three papers -presented: 

l. -Poverty- A _ Theologicql Approach __ _ 
Fr. W.G. Smith, :;;.J., Catholic Institute 
of social order; Kew. 

Praise of Poverty is found -in ~oth Old and -
New Testaments. 
Definition: - "Poverty is a deficiency in 
goods necessary for life or for simple 
comfort." Misery is extreme poverty, a 
lack of the necessities of life; 
Alleviation of misery is a primary obliga
tion of :Levitical injuctions to leave 
gleanings, of Matthew 25: The King's judg
ment "I was hungry. • • • • • etc." of Church 
theologians who have stressed rights of 
the needy. 

Grego-:roy of Nyssa: God is the prime author 
of beneficence~ 
Ambrose: You are not making a gift, - but 
handing over -what is his. 
Enaya"liaaZ": Mother & Teacher: A need of 
all men to share in goods. 

Christ saw weal_th as an obstacle to the 
Kingdom of Heaven: 

- - he made - renunciation a condition of 
following him. 

- he criticized the rich and blessed the 
poor. 

- he pointed out that people are led by 
poverty to dependence on God. 

Christ saw nothing wrong with enjoyment: 
- he provided it at Cana. 
- he made no absolute injunction on 

poverty. 

Saripture (Luke 16 a) reminds us ·to use 
our wealth prudently. 

of a"lso Bishop Barry: The call - is to a 
sanctification of wealth to be used for 
God's ends, i.-e. the true enrichment of 
peJ:"sonality. 

2. Poverty in Melbourne- an outline of 
the findings of the Poverty survey, Insti
tute of Economic Research, Mrs. Jean 
McCaughey • 

. METHOO OF SURVEY 

A representative cross- section of 4,000 
house-holders was selected. It was a ran
dom selection. The survey set out to 
measure private poverty, i.e., of people 
who do not have enough income to meet 
needs. 

Two stages : 
1. A .Dir ect questionnaire to 4000 



4 Ecumenical Bulletin Number 5 

2. A longer questionnaire probing causes 
more deeply to 600. 

The basia unit of the survey was the "in
come unity", inclUding those depenqemt on 
that income unit. . 
The standa:r>d fami Z.y was taken as husband 
and wife and two children. 
The poverty level was taken a!; _$33 per 
week for the standard farn,ily, 

THE FINDINGS~ 
7.7% of the total population, i.e. 
120,000 people in Melbourne are in pov
erty. This 120,000 consists o£: 
46.i% - aged 
6.5% female "heads" with dependents. · 
6.3% large family units (4 or more 

children) 
4~3% On sickness, accident -or unemploy-

ed benefits. 
34.8% Other. 

Of pa:rotiau Z.a:ro aonaern the su.rvey re
veaZed: 
The desperate plight of many older sin
gle women. 
The deserted wives of whom 42% are poor. 

-The problem of a widow, whose income 
drops dramatically after the death of 
her husband. 
44,000 children live in poverty. 

MRS MCCAUGHEY MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS
Poverty is often self perpetuating. 
Because poor people are dependent on so
cial service benefits the gap between 
rich and poor grows as wages increase. 
Poverty is a limited problem and it is 
within the capacity of the nation to 
abolish it. 
Many do not know of benefits available 
to them. 

The Report will be available in paper-back 
form probably later this year. It will 
make recommendations on how to alleviate 
poverty. 

3. In his paper, The Responsibity of Chris
tians in an Affluent Society the Rev. Bruce 
D. Prewer of Mt. Waverley Methodist Church 
indicated that there is no one answer to 
the problem of poverty. It involved short 
term "ambulance" work and long range 
strategy. 

4. After discussion the following motions 
were agreed to by participants: 

4. i) 

ii) 

iii) 

T}lat- the Churches _ b_e encouraged to 
co - 9perate with the Australian 
Council of Social Service in the 
implementing of the findings of the 
report on Poverty in Melbourne. 
That local congregations and inter~ 
church councils be ~ncoUraged to 
inform themselves ·about the report 
and its recommendations _and take 
appropriate action. 
That the Social Welfare departments 
of the churches meet together from 
time to time to explore common con
cerns. 

VALUE OF PRAYING TOGETHER 

Experience shows that praying for unity 
has a highly unifying effect, _ not only 
among those who practise it, but also with· . 
in each individual. It is in harmony with 
the way in which the Spirit 'of God is at 
present blowing and the direction in which 
he is urging us, and it is therefore a 
powerful means of sharing in the deepest 
life of the Church and of souls, and in 
search of those who seek God. Through 
this prayer, as. also by being actively in
volved in ecumenism, I take my part, as a 
Christian, in one of the greatest . dramas 
and one of the greatest hopes of our time. 
I become more of a Christian, more of a 
Catholic. As fo~ the efficacy of this 
prayer, and in particular of the common 
prayer of the January Week, that is God's 
secret. But he has given us signs enough 
to_ assure us that by it we are really co~ 
operating in his gracious plan. As St. 
John Chrysostom says, 'He who prays has 
his hand on the world's tiller.' 

As the renewal of the Church and conver
sion of heart (Decree on Ecumenism, nos. 
6-7), prayer for unity, especially when 
done together, and as long as it reaches 
a certain level of truth and depth - which 
is usually the case - makes us aware of 
the demands of Jesus Christ, and of the 
relativeness of everything else. It 
brings us to enter into ourselves, and not 
to harden our hearts. 

As for getting to know each other, praying 
together, helps us to do this at a much 
deeper level than that of mere documentary 
information. Even where the most 1:echni
cal dialogue is concerned, prayer enables 
us to enter upon it more purifiec f rom an 
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· attitude of .self-justification and of con
fessional triumphalism. It gets rid of a 
lot of obstacles. . One cannot take part in 
common_ prayer with impunity. One. does not 
come out of it unchanged. Members of the 
group wh:Lch meets at les i:>oinbes like to 
witness to the fact that prayer has often 
helped them to reopen paths which had seem 
ed to result in a dead-end. The conciliar 
Decree saysthat 'spir~tual ecmnenism' is 
the soul of all ecumenism. · 

-Yves M.-J. Gong~, O.P. 

Taken tram Concilium 

THE WORD OF GOD 

"The high regard for the study 
of Sacred Scripture is a kind 
of relationship with the Catholic 
Church, so to speak . . · 
Couldn't this be the beginni'ng 
of the unity that is to be regained?" 

(Leo XIII , To the Bishops of Scotland) 

IS SACRED SCRIPTURE IMPORTANT IN 
THE ECUMENICAL DIAlOGUE? 

The Decree states that "a love and rever
ence - almost a cult - of Holy Scripture 
leads our brethren to a constant and dili
gent study of the sacred text," and that 
"in the dialogue itself, the Sacred Word 
is a precious inst~nt in the mighty 
hand of God for attaining to that unity 
which the savior holds out to all men." 

(n.21) 
The Council does not conceal the fact that 
differences exist between ourselves and 

our s_el?arated brethre~, specially as they 
concer:n th.e ;-e~at;ionship of scriptures and 

. the Church. This :. · notwi thstand;ing, the 
Churc~ ~xpresse·s her will that . "given the 
oppertunity , atld the approval of Church 
authority" trarisr·afion.s ._of .. fh~ ·- HoJ.,y ·scrip
tur,es be prod:uqe~ itt cooperation with the 
sepa;ra~ed ' b~ethren, so th(lt •iai:I. C~:r,istians 
will · be abJ.e · to.' use . them." (Const'itution 
on ReveZ(lti9n, n.·22) . 

In fact1a serious study of· Holy Script~re, 
using it . as . a common . ground . for d.i,al<?gtle , 
will help both sid.es to see]{ a deeper and 
fuller understanding of Christ, and His 
GospeL · ... · . 

· .. -TuJenty f!our ~estions on Ecumenism.-

REUNION lN GOD'S TIME, WAY 
. .· .. . -

John Cardinal Heem~n of WesWnster told a 
Unity Week service in London's Anglican 
cathedral of ~St. Paui (~all. 22) that .re
unio:n is less important than unity; 

"What of re~ion? That is less impertant 
than Christian unity and· far less under 
our control," the C.ardinal said •' 

"When people ask impatiently when will 
corporate reunion come, I think of the 
Apostles who no less impatiently awai~ed 
the day of victory. 'Lord •, they asked, 
'wilt Thou at Chis time restore the King
dom to Israel? I He said to them: • It is 
not for you to know the times or seasons 
which the Father has fixed by His own auth"" , 
ority. 

"Reunion will come in God's time and in 
God' s way. Meanwhile We should be pros
pecting the way to reunion by exam1n1ng 
the essentialrneaning of our differing be
liefs. It would nevertheless be a mistake 
to approach reunion with panic haste. 

"It is often · said that the divisions in 
Christendom are a sin and a scandal. That 
is a statement more easily made than 
proved. It should be no scandal if men 
and women born into devout Christian Luth
erans, Methodists, Anglicans, are not guil
ty of sin and scandal by following their 
religious convictions. On the contrary, 
it would be sinful and scandalous to re
cite a common creed without believing it. 

"Scandal is caused :not by divisions of 
faith but by lack o£ charity. Of this sin, 
thank God , most Christians have repented. 
We are not l ikely to fall again and if we 
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-TWenty FoUP Questions on Ecumenism. 

do so, we shall not have the excuse of ig
norance. · I do not believe that Christians 
of different traditions can ever again 
live in enmity. Difficulties still remain 
but eventually with good will · they can be 
resolved. They must not be allowed to be
.corne grounds for fresh hostilities. 

"Our chief task is to preach ·. the gospel. 
Works of charity such as Christian Aid, 
Caritas and Shelter (National campaign for 
the homeless} are examples of modern 
preaching. Men and women of every reli
gious allegiance work harmoniously in 
these organizations. The inspiration and 
guidance come chiefly from indivi(iual 
churches, but es~entiaily are all ecumen
ical enterprises. 

"Scandal may or may not b~ given by a divi
ded Christendom but if so it is more than 
made good by the results of Christian co
operation. Citizens who decline active 
membership of any Church can no longer 
blame the w~rring sects." 

Cardinal Heenan, leader of the English and 
.Welsh hierachy, was giving the first ser
mon ever preached by a Catholic in Londorts 
great Anglican cathedral at the invitation 
of Bishop Robert Stopford of London and in 
the presence of a packed congregation, in
cluding leaders of the major Christian 
communities in the capital and civic dig
nitaries. 

Bulletin Number 5 

"Ecumenism implies a change not . only of 
attitude _bqt of heart . It is not enough 
to refrain from attack. The spirit of 
ecumenisrn is shown not by how we speak but 
how we think and act. , Mind .and hear:t are 
invo;Lved. We must seek true . friendship 
with all who share the Christian · riame. 
Nor can our good will be limited to our 
fellqw Christians. All the children of God 
are within the range of our charity. 
Otherwise we could . not call o\lrseives 
Christians. Christ is the Redeemer of· all 
mankind and that is why if we are to claim 
to be His followers we must embrace all 
men." 

SIGt-~UflCANCE OF THE WEEK OF. PRAYI;R 

The: Week of Prayer came into existence as 
an . opportunity for separated Christians to 
pray together for visible unity in Christ. 
Christians were faced with a doUble fact: 
on the one hand, .they knew that Christ 
wanted his disciples to be one. On the 
other hand, they found themselves, in loy
alty to their convictions, unable to real
ize this unity. They could come together, 
however, for the common prayer that Christ 
himself mght overcome this apparently in
soluble tension. After some decades of 
observance of the Week of Prayer,the situ
ation has considerably changed. Many 
separated Christians are more and more ex
periencing the fellowship which, in spite 
o:f continuing divisions, is given to them 
in Christ. Especially in recent years, 
many walls and obstacles have been re
moved in a most unexpected way. True, com
plete unity is still far from achieved, 
and there must be continued prayer for 
unity. Nevertheless, the Week of Prayer 
has become much more than in the past an 
occasion of giving thanks to God for the 
new experience of fellowship. 

Shift of Emphasis. 
In the past, the Week of Prayer has often 
served to establish contacts between Chris· 
tians of different churches. Many have 
had their very first ecumenical experience 
in the context of the Week. This is still 
so in many places. Whereve:r; churches live 
side by side without real relations, the 
Week of Prayer may help to create fellow
ship. Contacts are more ·advanced in other 
places, however, and it is important that 
the Week of Prayer take into account the 
stage the ecumenical movement has actually 
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reached. If the programm~ of the Week is 
not· adapted to the situation, it can easi
ly q~generate into a ro.utine, prevent,ing 
rath.er than favouring further steps to
wards unity. Therefore,the W~ek of Prayer 
,must not be . considered as the moment of 

.. the year when the phurches fulfil their 
· ecumenical duty; on the contrary, it is to 
be understood as ~n opportuni~y for re
·exainining the commitment of the churches 
to unity and mission in each place. Where 
have they arrived? What · are the specific 
problems which need to be taken up? 

such a · re - examination requires careful 
preparation. Last~minute efforts usually 
lead t9 repeating what has been done the 
year before. Preparation should start not 
later than four months in advance. This 
should include a review of present activi
ties and discussion o£ how they can be re
lated to the Week of Prayer. Careful con
sideration ' should be given as to the next 
step to be suggested ·to the Christians in 

. each place. · The programme of .the Week may 

. give major attention to a common evangelis
tic effor~to the formation of Bible study 
or discussion groups, to a common programme 
of help for mixed marriages,or to a common 
project for peace or social justice. Mere 

·. · suggestions are not enough; these efforts 
need to be so thoroughly prepared that 
they can be implemented successfully. 

Extract from Ciroutar of World Coun
aiZ of Churches Commission on Faith 
and Order~ ApnZ, 1969. 

ALREADY A FACT: BILLY GRAHAM 

Orlando Fla. - Dr. Bi'lly Graham, here as 
' featured speaker .for the Fl,orida Baptist 

:' Evangelism convention, said in an inter
view that in his opinion Christian unity 
is already a faot. 

"We are" he said, "united in Christ. As 
my frierJ,d Archbishop (Igino) Cardinale, 
apostolic delegate to Great Britain, told 
me, 'we are united in love'. 

"We a1;e also,". he said "united in hope. 
All we are not united in is in the ex
pression of faith." 

In Dr. Graham's opinion "we need a sense 
· of unity but also a diversity." 

WHAT IS THE CORE . OF ECUMENISM? 

"There can be no ecumenism worthy of the 
name without interior conversion" (n. 7) . 
"This change of heart and holiness . of life, 
along with public and private p~ayer for 
the unity of Christians,should be regarded 
as the soul of the whoie ecumenical move
ment, and merits the name, 'spiritual ecu
menism'." (n.8) 

In fact "Christ summons the Church, as she 
goes her pilgrim way, to that continual 
reformation of which she always has need" 
(n.6). Church renewal "has notable ecu-
menical importance." (ibid.) 

The centuries - old separation among the 
Churches is a real scandal to both Chris
tiami and non-Christians, being against 
the explicit will of Christ and as it were 
paralyzing the evangelization of the world 
and the extension of God's kingdom. There
fore every effort should be made to help 
towards healing the wound of separation 
which has been metaphorically called "the 
sixth wound of Christ." We should be deep
ly convinced that, notwithstanding great 
differences,we must seek to pray together, 
to talk to one another, to collaborate in 
various field{;:) 

((THAT ALL MAY BE ONE" 

-From "Twenty Four Questions on Ecwnenism," 
Pedro S. De Achutegui, 8. J. , East Asian 
Pastoral Institute, P.O. Box 1815. Manila. 

THREE CHU~CHES BUILD ONE WORSHIP CENTRE 
At Kettering, on the D'Entrecasteaux Chan
nel south of Hobart, Catholic, Anglican 
and Methodist parishes have combined to 
build one new church replacing thre.e chur
ches destroyed in the 1967 bushfires. 
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The three churches have formed two commit
tees one responsible for the building 
and its upkeep; the other to ' raise funds 
and care for the interior furnishings. 

Trustees of the land on which the new 
Church stands are the Anglican Bishop of 
Tasmania, the Catholic Archbishop of Ho
bart and the Chairman of the Tasmanian 
Methodist Conference. · 

Named the Church of the Holy Spirit, the 
one building will be used for serVices by 
all three churches. 

The new electric organ was purchased with 
contributions from Christians in Japan. 

'From "In Unity" Jt.tty 1969 

ECUMENISM IN ACTION AT H~GHETI 

There was an example of ecumenism in ac
tion on the occasion of the blessing and 
opening of Highett's new church. 

After the Mass the women of St. Stephen's 
Anglican parish served supper they had pre
pared from food donated by the parishion
ers of St. Agnes'. 

This was a reciprocal action. Women of St 
. Agnes' parish had assisted St. Stephen's 
parishioners in a similar manner on a pre-
vious occasion. 

-"The Advoaate" 18/9/69. 

THE LITURGICAL CENTRE OF VICTORIA 

At a representative meeting held at the 
Congregational Theological Colleg~ 2 Stud
ley Avenue, Kew, on Thursday, August 21st 
last, the proposal to establish a Liturgi-

. cal Centre for Victoria was adopted. The 
o·ffer of the CongJCegational Union of Vic
toria and the College Council to make the 
College property in Studley Avenue, Kew, 
available for this work was gratefully ac
cepted, and the first committee was elect
ed with Reverend Dr. Harold Leatherland as 
chairman and Rev. Fr Paul Ryan, P. P. Black• 
burn) as secretary. The joint patrons of 
this centre are Archbishop Frank Woods and 
our own Archbishop J.R. Knox. The . com
mittee is now planning activities for the 
Centre for 1970. These will include lect
ures and study-group discussions of the 
liturgy under all its aspects - historica~ 
comparative, pastoral and the rest. 

NEW VATICAN OFFICER 
Pope Paul's appointment of BishopJan Wil
lebrands to head of the Vatican Secretar-

. -iat which fosters closer relations with 
other Chz-,istians has been described .as a 
"great encouragement to the ecumenical 
movement II by . Dr. . Eugene Carson Bl,ake, 
w.c.c. General Secretary. 

Bishop Willebrands, ·· 59, a Dutchman with a 
rep~tation for foresight and ope~nded-

THE BURDEN 
OF UNITY 

ness, takes over as president of the Sec
retariat for Promoting Christian Unity, a 
post vacant since the death of Cardinal 
Bea last November. Bishop Willebrands has 
been created a cardinal. · 

A soft-spoken man, at home in several lan
guages, he has many acquaintances among 
leaders of the Orthodox, Anglican and Pro
testant Churches. His interest in the 
Anglican communion began in his twenties 
when he wrote a thesis on John Cardinal 
Newman at the Dominican University in Rome. 

- "In Unity" Ju"ty 1969 

FORTY CHURCHES AT CONFERENCE 

Fo_rty. ·focal congregations in the city of 
Nunawading, Victoria# shared in a week-end 
conference arranged by the Nunawading Inter· 
Church Council. The conference, which is 
expected to be repeated next year, laid 
plans for churches to show far greater _ce& 
~ern for each other in prayer and ·in as
sistance with problems. Moves are being 
made for greater cooperation between a new
ly appointed City Council social worker 
and the churches' committee on social action. 

A feature of the conferencewas a Concele
bration of Communion. All participants 
gathered with the Catholics to share the 
first part of the Mass, celebrated by the 
Rev. Father Paul Ryan,after which the Rev. 
Ivan Blake (Methodist), the Rev. Wal Bra
ley (Full Gospel) and the Rev Donald John.,. 
ston (Anglican) celebrated Holy Communion 
together in a vault beneath the Catholic 
chapel. - "Ir: Unity!' ,Ju"ty 1969 


