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PROGRAMME FOR WEEK OF PRAYER IN MELBOURNE 

May 15th- 25th 1969 

It is hoped that there will be a much 
bigger response in the parishes this 
year · than there was last year. Under
standing of Ecumenism, prayer for unity 
and developing contact with people of 
other religions at the grass roots in 
the parishes must be the aim. A letter 
will be sent early in May from st. Pat
ricks- to all parishes suggesting a pa
rish programme. Sermon notes are being 
provided for a sermon on Sunday May 11th 
and on sunday May 18th. It is felt that 
most priests will prefer to devote their 
homily on sunday 25th to the subject of 
Pentecost.A special Prayer of the Faith-

ful is provided 
there will be 

and it .is 
sufficient 

hoped that 
leaflets to 

provide one for each family. The families 
can be encouraged to use the leaflet dur
ing the"Week"as family prayer for unity. 
In some parishes families will invite 
their neighbours to join them in this 
prayer. 
The big central combined service this 
year will be held in The Independent 
Church, Collins St., and the Archbishop 
has promised to attend. There will be 
various local inter-church services on 
Sunday 18th or on Pentecost Sunday, May 
25th. 

ORIGIN OF WEEK OF PRAYER 

The annual observance of the "Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity" 
18th-25th in the northern 

is January 
side of the: 

World and Ascension to Pentecost in Aus
tralia. 

Prayers for unity began in the Catholic 
world with ' Pope Leo XIII's Encyciical 
ordering the Pe?tecost Novena for Unity 
to be held everywhere. In 1908 the Chair 
of Unity Octave was begun by Father Paul, 
founder of the Graymoor Friars of New 
York, u.s.A. to pray for the return of 
all separ~ted Christians to the Holy See. 

In the non-Catholic Christian world the 
Faith and Order Department, National 
Council of Churches, sponsored the first 
prayer for unity during Pentecost 1920 
and. in 1940 it advocated a January ob-

servance to coincide with Catholic pray
ers for unity. 

In France, Father Paul Couturier (1881-
1953) succeeded in deepening and one 
might say spiritualising the idea behind 
the week of prayer. He spoke of a week 
of prayer not an "octave" or a "novena" 
as these terms are not understood by 
non-catholics. He did not confine pray
ers for unity to Catholics but asked all 
to pray together for unity "when Christ 
wills it and in the manner He wills it." 

In 1964 the Chair of Unity Octave revised 
its prayer intentions, omitting all re
ference to "return" to the Holy See and 
Protestant, Orthodox and Catholics began 
using the same leaflets as we are doing 
now in Melbourne. 

< -
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THE AUSTRAliAN 

WEEK Of PRAYER 

The first Week of Prayer Committee in 
Australia met in Ormond College, Uni
versity of Melbourne in 1956. The moving 
spirit was the Master of Ormond, Pro
fessor Davis McCaughey. The Catholic 
representatives were Dr. Percy Jones and 
Father A.J. Cleary. Practically all the 
churches were represented as well as the 
Salvation Army. The committee was a pri
vate group having the blessing of the 
heads of the various denominations but 
no official status. It set about getting 
the Week of Pray'er popularised supplying 
leaflets and organiztng two or three 
clergy meetings a year. Its work grad
ually spread with similar committees set 
up in the other capital cities. Last 
year upwards of two hundred thousand 
leaflets were distributed from Melbourne 
while Sydney and ~risbane did their own 
printing. The Melbourne committee was 
one of the first ecumenical ventures in 
Melbourne to include Roman Catholics and 
has played a quiet b~t -effective- role in 
developing ecumenism in Australia. 

-HOUSE MEETINGS 

.FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

For the past two years, 1967 and 1968, 
people from nine churches in the Ashbur
ton-Glen Iris area have met in private 
homes during the Church Unity Octave to 
recite the prayers set out in the Unity 
leaflet. 

The churches represented were: 
St. Michael's Catholic Church, 

Ashburton 
St., Matthew's & St. Oswald's Anglican 

Churches 
Ashburton, Glen Iris & Summerhill Road 

Methodist Churches 
Ashburton & Glen Iris Presbyterian 

Churches 
Ashburton Baptist Church 
Ashburton Church of Christ 

In 1967, 28 of the homes were those of 
Catholics and 13 were non-catholic. In 

1968, t.'~·H:!re were 21 non-Catholic homes 
and 18 Catholic homes. 

References were made in all the churches 
to the prayer meetings and good publicity 
was given in the local paper: "Progress 
Press." 

In some churches, invitations were made 
to people to offer their homes. In St. 
Michael's parish, the parish priest 
visited the ·· people concerned in· streets 
where no non-Catholics had offered their 
homes. All agreed willingly. 

In the particular streets where the homes 
were situated letters were left in lett
er boxes inviting people to attend at 
the home nearest their own. A suggestion 
was made to the people who offered their 
homes that they might call on their 
neighbours and invite them personally. 
Where this was done, the attendance was 
very good. 

After the week of prayer, the people 
whose homes had been used were asked for 
a report showing how many had attended 
and what were their reactions. 

Dear 

These showed: 

245 people attended each night 
410 different people attended 

altogether 
134 attended only once or twice. 

SAMPLE LETTER 

TO HOUSEHOLDERS 

Thank you very much for your willingness 
to make your home available for Prayer 
during the above Week. 

The following arrangements have been made: 

Dates and Times: Monday 8th May to Fri-
day 12th May at 7.30 p.m. 

Invitations : Circulars will be distri
buted at Church Services. ·· In addition, 
Invitation Slips are enclosed for you to 
distribute to neighbouring Church people 
(in your own and adjacent streets) ·at 
your discretion. A personal approach is 
always best.- emphasize that this obser
vance .. is sponsored by all Churches ,;;. 
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Catholic, Anglican and Protestant. 

'"The Prayers: About 30 Leaflets are en
closed. Begin on Page 2 and say the 
Antiphon and Psalm together. We suggest 
you use the New Testament Lesson onlv 
(as appointed or St. John 17 from eithe~ 
the Revised Standard Version, the New 
English Bible or the Knox Translation) . 
The Litany follows (Pages 2 to 4) and 
then one of the Collects from Page 6. 
Then mention the intenti_pn _ of the par
ticular day (See Daily Intercessions) , 
and the Our Father and the form of Bles& 
ing provided on Page 4. 

Please pray yourself that through this 
Week we may all be drawn closer to our 
Lord and to each other. 

Yours-in-Christ, 
-Signed by the President 

Ashburton Inter-Churah CounaiZ 

It should be noted that this years 
leaflet has a different set up from 
the 1968 leaflet used above. 

SAMPLE INVITATION 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

You are .n''·i ·ced .to join in Prayer at one 
of the hanes listed below from Monday 
8th May to Friday 12th May at 7.30 p.m. 

This is an opportunity to pray together 
for a few minute& in the Spirit of our 
Lord's OWn Prayer - "that they may all 
be one". 

ECUMENICAL 
. . . , 

-~WAY ·Of THE CROSS 

The sounding of the Last Post at the 12th 
Station to mark the death of Christ and 
of the Reveille at the 15th to signify 
the Resurrection were features of a 
spectacular Way of the Cross at Lochinvar 
(Maitland Diocese N.S.W.) on Passion 
Sunday March 23rd, 1969. It was the 
third annual open air Way of the Cross. 

The event is organized by an ecumenical 

Committee with members from all churches 
and amongst the Catholic members are 
Knights of the Southern Cross a!ld Legion
aries of Mary. Over six thousand people 
were present including many members of 
religious orders. Amongst those who 
preached brief meditations at t,h~ various 
Stations were Rev. Cedric Doug~li..R, Angli
can Vicar; Rev. Fr. V. Dilly, p ~·P. Loch
invar; and Fr. R. Pickin of Wallsend. 
The Catholic Bishop of Mai tlan4}·¢;ge Most 
Rev. John Toohey and the Anglica.I:l Bishop 
of Newcastle Rt. Rev. J.A.G. Housden ad-
dressed the gathering. -

VISITING EUROPEAN 

ECUMENIST 

Visiting Australia as part of a world 
Tour May 28th for a few days, is Canon 
J. Dessain. He is a member of ~e Bel
gian National Conunission for Ecumenism 
and Ecumenical Secretary to Cardinal 
Suenens, Archbishop of Melines-Brussels. 
He was a guest observer at the . Lambeth 
Conference last year. He is anxious to 
meet people interested in ecumenism. The 
possibility of some ta~ks is being in
vestigated by our Ecumenical Commission, 
the Week of Prayer Committee and the 
Anglican Comnittee for Ecumenical Affairs. 
He will be staying at st. Columban's, 
Essendon while in Melbourne. ~e was on 
tour through Eastern Europe ang -. Russia 
with Fr. H. Donnelly of st. Col\mlban•s, 
Essendon a couple of years ago. 

A public talk on Lambeth - and Ecumenism 
in Europe is being arranged fot Canon 
Dessain by the Week of Prayer Committee 
to be held at the Independent Church 
Hall, Collins Street,Melbourne on Thurs
day, May 29th at 8 p.m. 

LAMBETH CONFERENCE 1968-

The following is the text 
sent by His Holiness Pope 
conference, and read by 
brands: 

of the message 
Paul VI . to the 
Bis~o.P will~ 

"The Lambeth Conference of 1968 ;meets a 
critical iooment in the pistory of Chris
tendom. Its overriding theme may be ex
pressed, like that of the great ~ssembly 



4 . Ecumenical Bulletin Number 3 

just concluded at Uppsala, in the words 
of Rev.XXI,5: "Behold, I make all thinas 
new"; it is in the forefront of all 
Christian thinking today. 

We rejoice that Roman Catholic interest 
will, through the hospitality of the 
Anglican Communion, find expression in 
the presence of seven official Roman 
Catholic observers and some other guest~ 
Their diligent presence will reflect the 
interest and be supported by t:.he prayers 
of Roman Catholics everywhere. 

Our interest is sharpened by . the fact 
that the Conference follows close on the 
profitable deliberations of the Joint 
Preparatory Commission between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Anglican Commun
ion. All that the Conference can do to 
advance further the cause of Christian 
unity will be blessed by God." 

From the Vatioan July 21~ 1968 
-PAULUS PP VI 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

·OF ECUMENISM 

Priests, Religious and lay persons con
cerned with ecumenism will find it use
ful to have constantly before them some 
of the most striking ideas and passages 
of the Decree on Ecumenism. The follow
ing is part of a summary of such general 
principles found in "Recommendations for 
Diocesan Ecumenical Commissions" publish
ed by the Roman Catholic Ecumenical Com
mission for England and Wales, May 1968. 

1. . 'The Holy Spirit is the principle of 
the Church's unity' (n. 2) • 

2. 'Concern for the attainment of unity 
~s a matter for the whole Church, 
faithful and pastors alike' (n.S). 

3. 'The ecumenical movement means .....• 
in the first place making every ef
fort to avoid expression~ judgement~ 
and actions which are lacking in 
truth or fairness towards our se
parated brethren, and so make mutual 
relations with them more difficult.' 
(n. 4) • 

4. 'Those who believe in Christ and 
have been truly baptized enjoy a 
definite fellowship (communion) with 
the Catholic Church 1 incomplete as 

that fellowship may be.... Despite 
the obstacles between us, they have 
been justified by faith through bap
tism and incorporated in Christ, so 
that they have every right to the 
glorious name of Christian. It is 
with justice, then, that they are 
accepted as brothers in the Lord by 
the sons of the Catholic Church. 
Moreover some, and even most, of the 
signi£i~.t e.l.emen.ts .and .endo-wments 
which together go to build up and 
give life to the Church itself, can 
exist outside the visible boundaries 
of the Catholic Church: the written 
word of God; the life of grace; 
faith, hope, and charity, with other 
interior gifts of the Holy Spirit; 
and other visible elements too. All 
these, coming as they do from Christ 
and leading back to him, are of the 
essence of the one Church of Christ. 

-
"Nevertheless our separated brethren, 
whether as individuals or as Com
munities and Churches, do not have 
the benefit of the unity which Jesus 
Christ intended for all those who 
are by him reborn into one body and 
quickened to new life together - the 
unity, that is, to which holy Scrip
ture bears witness as also the 
Church's ancient Tradition. For it 
is only in Christ's Catholic Church, 
which is at the general service of 
all unto salvation, that all the 
means of salvation are fully avail
able." (n.3) 

5. 'While all in the Church must pre
serve unity in essentials, let all 
enjoy a proper freedom according to 
the gifts they have received: in the 
various forms of their spiritual 
life and discipline, in their dif
erent liturgical rites, and even in 
their theological elaborations of 
revealed truth; but in all things 
let them practise charity ••.. We 
should not forget that anything 
wrought by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit in our separated brethren can 
be a help to our own edification. 
Whatever is truly Christian is never 
contrary to what genuinely belongs 
to the faith; indeed it can always 
bring about a better realization of 
the full mystery of Christ and the 
Church' (n. 4) . ~~~~~~~~~~~ 


