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"Pope Paul and the Vatican Council have 
asked of Christians everywhere forgive
ness for the sins of Catholics that play
ed their hideous part in the sundering 
of Christendom. He has exchanged the' 
kiss of peace with the Archbishop of Can
terbury and the Patriarch of Constantin
ople; he has taken the ring from his 
finger and slipped it on the finger of 
the Archbishop. 

congregations kneel side by side, exper
iencing with joy the awareness of the 
unity Christ has already given them, yet 
saddened by the tragedy of their divis
ions, and therefore all the more deter
mined to work towards that fulness of 
community in faith, hope and love which 
He wills for them. 

"Throughout the world today priests and 
ministers are co-operating in a search 
for a meeting of minds around Christ and 
His truth. Laymen and laywomen are ga- . 
thering in groups to study their re
spective religious traditions. Mixed 

"This world-wide Christian phenomenon, 
called ecumenism, which has erupted al
most overnight, could be the most signi
ficant event of this last third of the 
twentieth century." 

- Arahbishop Guilford Young in "Emmaus" 
February, 1969. 

WEEK OF PRAYER 
Leaflets and Cards 

Parishes, Sahools and Organizations are urged to order leaflets and aards in good 
time for the Week of Prayer, Asaension Thu':t'sday to Penteaost SUnday, May 15th to May 
25th, 1969. A sample aopy of the leaflet and aard is enalosed. 

Please complete and return appended order. 

Mr. J.J. McKenna, 
Legion of Mary, 
460 Latrobe Street, 
MELBOURNE. Vic. 3000 

Please forward 

Name 

Priae of Leaflets per 1000 $7.00 
P'f'iae of Cards per 1000 $5.00 

Aaaounts will be rendered later. 
Orders must reaah Mro. MaKenna by 
ApriZ 15th, 1969. 

Week of Prayer 
Week of Prayer 

BLOCK LETTERS. 

Leaflets @ $7.00 per 
Cards @ $5.00 per 

Address ......... .. .... ...... .............. ...... ...... .. .... ......... ...... ...... ...... ... .. ... ... ... ...... ...... ... .. . . 

1000 
1000 
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UNITY WEEK 
May 15th - 25th, 1969 

"Too little was done by too few" for Un-
. ity week last year. This was the con-
clusion from a survey made last August 
through a questiohnaire sent to the pa
rishes, secondary school$ and organis
ations of the diocese. 

The following recommendations from the 
questionnaire may help the observance for 
this year. 

In the Parishes 

1. Sermons on Unity, and a special 
"Prayer of the Faithful''at all Mass
es on the Sundays of Unity Week. 

2. Week-day evening Masses with the 
special intentions from the leaflets 
e.g. for Anglicans, Methodists, etc. 

3. A combined .service to which all 
local churches are invited and pray
ers shared by the Catholic priests 
and the ministers of the various 
churches. The prepared prayer leaf
let can be used as the basis of the 
service. There can be a sermon or 
address. This service could be held 
in one of the larger churches on 
Pentecost Sunday evening, so as not 
to clash with the service in the 
city at 3 p.m. 

· In the Secondary Schoofs 

1. More guidance for,functions involv
ing schools. 

2. Prayer leaflets to be distributed 
direct to schools. 

3. Regional seminars for senior secon
dary school st~dents of various de
nominations. 

4. A combined service for students of 
local schools of various denomin
ations in one of the local catholic 
churches. 

In Homes 

1. Discussion groups and prayer gather
ings in homes. 

2. A leaflet to be available with a 
Scripture Service (10 to 15minutes) 
in private homes, not necessarily 
catholic homes,and all in the street 
to be invited. · 

3. More emphasis,on house meeti~gs. 

4. Detailed and full advice on what we 
as Catholics are permitted to do. 

Publicity 

1. Greater use of Mass media for pre
liminary publicity and subsequent 
reporting. 

2. More advanced information to be sent 
out. 

3. Prepared material to be available 
for publication in parish magazines 
and local papers. 

From Priests 

1. There is ·need for more and more en
couragement to our Catholic people 

· to take part in Week of Prayer func
tions. 

2. Encouragement should be given offic
ially at clergy conferences. At the 
same time conference priests who 
have taken an active part in unity 
programmes should give us the benefit 
of their experience. 

PLEASE NOTE: On Pentecost SUnday~ May 
25th, the Combined Prayer Meeting will 
be held at the Independent Chuxach~Collins 
Street~ at 3 p.m. 

ECUMENICAL ACTIVITY: 

- A WAY OF THE CROSS:-
After a very successful combined family 
carol service held on Christmas Eve, 
1968, in St. Cecilia's Church, South 
Camberwell, a local ecumenical group re
presenting St. Cecilia's (Catholic) pa
rish, . St. Mary's (Anglican) South Cam
berwell, the South Camberwell Methodist 
Church, and. the Hartwell Presbyterian 
Church is organi:dng an interchurch Good 
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Friday Commemoration. This is to be a 
Way of the Cross in the form of a minor 
pilgrimage.. The gathering will be in 
Ferndale Park, Glen Iris. Seven "sta;.. 
tions •• will be marked by simple crosses, 
and the text solidly scriptural. The 
clergy and laity of each church will 
have active roles in the devotion ' ~ 

A LETTER 

The following letter dated lOth , May, 
1968, was received by a member · of the 
Ecumenical Commission. 

Dear Father_, 

I have been reading with great interest 
the remarks on Ec~enism and the Pro
gramme set out for Melbourne in 1968. I 
am most vitally interested in Ecumenism 
but tive in a Parish hlhere neither our 
Par-ish Priest nor the Curate seems to be 
remotely interested. 

After hearing Archbishop Young speak on 
Ecumenism at St. Mary's University Col
lege a fehl months ago I approached both 
local priests but hlas rebuffed by them 
and left hlith the knohlledge that they 
both needed considerable psychological 
adjustment to alter their "on the defen
sive" attitudes. It is very frustrating 
and discouraging to want to help to get 
Ecumenism moving from a Catholic stand
point and to have one 1s priests sa in
different to the "Decree on Ecumenism." 
I realise that they hlill have to change ; 
their attitudes to meet Archbishop Knots 
directives_, but feel that this hliZZ take 
time and_, more important_, effort on 
their part. 

I was hlondering if it hlould be possible 
to run the Lenten appeal - "Project Com
passion" - for future years on onEcumen
ical basis instead of a purely Catholic 
one. It seems so foolish that hle do not 
unite in all social and charitable ap ... 
peals_, and I feel this could onl-y bring 
about mutual goodhliZZ. I am sure that 
our separated brethren hlould be glad to 
co-operate hlith us in such a hlorthy 
appeal. 

In closing_, may I congratul-ate you and 
the other priests doing such good hlork 
to help promote Christian Unity. I do 
hope that ndhl that Archbishop Knox has 
spoken out_, it hlilt stir many Catholics_, 
priests_, religious and lay~ to become a 
tot tess parochial in their outlook; 

Yours sincerely_, 
(Nome and oddren supplied) 

GRAIL ECUMENICAL MEETING 

On Thursday, 13th February, the Grail 
Adult Education Centre began a series of 
twelve fortnightly meetings titled "What 

·Christians Believe: An Orientation to 
Ecumeni.sm." This course aims at foster
ing ecumenical understanding and co-op
eration in the community of Melbourne. 

Over the series representatives of the 
major Christian communions will present 
an historical treatment of the develop
ment of their traditions, present also 
their worship and government, and tell 
something of the main areas of concern 
in their Churches today. 

First term speakers include Rev. A. Bird, 
M.A., Registrar of Melbourne Coll~ge of 
Divinity: Rev. G.W.A. Kircher, Th. L., 
Counsellor, St. Paul's Cathedral; Rev. 
M.B. Challen, B.sc., Th. L., Secretary, 
St. Paul's Ecumenical Affairs Committee; 
Rev. G.S.Yule, M.A., Professor of Church 
History in the Theological Hall of Ormond 
College, and Rev. J.C. Alexander, M.A., 
B.D., secretary, Joint Commission on 
Church Union. 

Each session allows ample time for for
mal and informal questions and discussion 
with opportunity for a personal meeting 
among participants over supper. 

Chairman for this two-term course will 
be the Very Rev. Dean T.F.Little,S.T.D., 
of St. P~trick 1 s Cathedral, Melbourne. 

THE LATE CARDINAL BEA 

The Ecumenical Movement lost one of its 
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greatest friends in Augubtin, Cardinal 
Bea, who died recently in Rome. The 
same can be said for all who have Jewish 
Christian Dialogue at heart. 

In 1960 Pope John entrus~ed him with the 
presidency of his newly-created Secre
tariat for Christian Unity. When this 
great Pope of Unity wanted to have a 
text condemning anti-semitism prepared 
for the Second Vatican Council, he turn
ed to Cardi na] ..Bea £.or the accomplishment 
of his wish. We know how this tiny seed, 
sown eight years ago, developed firstly 
as ail append,ix to the Decree on Ecumen
ism, from which it was re~ved before 
the final voting, and became one of the 
most important sections in a new docu
ment : Declaration on the . Church's Re
lations to non-Christian Religions. 

This document was one of the stormiest 
to be debated at the Council and it is 
thanks to the Cardinal's untiring zeal 
and the great love for the Jewish people 
which his friend, Pope John, shared with 
him, that it was able to survive the 
crises which threatened to suppress it 
altogether. 

May his great soul rest in peace and ~ay 
we, who have the cause of the gathering 
of all men into the one family of our 
heavenly Father, continue the spirit of 
Christian fellowship and good-will so 
well exemplified in the lives of this 
wonderful Pope and his Cardinal friend. 

"Since the spiritual patrimony common to 
Christians and Jews is thus so great, 
this Sacred Synod wants to foster and 
recommend that mutual understanding and 
respect which is the fruit, above all, 
of biblical and theological studies as 
well as of fraternal ·dialogues." 

(Nostra Aetate, No.4) 

Contributed by Sr. Marie Cal listus~ 
Centre for Israel 
Our Lady of Sian Convent~ Box Hill. 

P.S. Sister Marie Callistus is available 
to give conferences on Jewish-Christian 
relations to groups of adults or senior 
students. 

* * * * * 

WEEK OF PRAYER IN BRITAIN 

The week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
in the Northern hemisphere is held from 
January 18th to January 25th. 

For this year's Unity Week Cardinal Hee
nan was preacher at St. Paul's London in 
presence of the Archbishop of Canterbury 

the first Catholic preacher to occupy 
its pulpit. He sounded a note of warn
ing in his address, telling the congre
gation that it would be wrong to ap
proach reunion "with panic haste". He 
made the point that worse than the scan
dal of disunity would be the scandal "of 
reciting a common creed without believ
ing it". He added: "Scandal is caused 
not by divisions of faith, but lack of 
charity. Of this sin, thank God, most 
Christians have repented. I do not be
lieve that Christians of different tra
ditions can ever again live in enmity. 
Difficulties still remain, but eventual
ly with good will they can be resolved. 

In St. David's Cathedral, Cardiff, there 
was a service in Welsh and English -in 
which Dr. Glyn Simon, Anglican Archbish
op of Wales, the Rev. David Evans, the 
Free Church leader, and Dr. Nicholas 
Zernov, a Russian Orthodox priest, of
ficiated along with Archbishop Murphy of 
Cardiff. It was the first time that such 
non- Catholic leaders had attended a 
Catholic service in Wales. 

All over the country Catholic and Angli
can churches gave hospitality to bishops 
of the other communion and there were 
many ecumenical services held in public 
halls. Preachers in Westminster Cathed
ral included Archbishop Athenagoras, 
Head of the Greek Orthodox Church in 
Britain, and Dr. Gordon Wakefield, a 
Methodist, _while Dr. Trevor Huddleston, 
now Bishop of Stepney, packed Farm 
Street Jesuit Church for his sermon. 
Archbishop Cardinale, the Apostolic Del
egate, preached in ~he London Anglican 
Church of the Annunciation. 

Carmelite Monastery Press, Kew 


