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wee Assembly Update 
One hundred and fifty Victorians are registered as ac
credited visitors to the Assembly, and 80 are visiting on a 
daily basis. The Vatican delegation of observers is being 
led by Archbishop Edward Cassidy, Australian, President 
of The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 
The new Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, the Right 
Revd Dr . George Carey , will be attending, and there is a 
significant representation of the Orthodox churches in at
tendance. One half of our Australian delegates are of the 
Orthodox tradition. 
The Most Rev. Sir Paul Reeves, present Governor General 
of New Zealand and former primate of the Anglican 
Church in Aotearoa-New Zealand, will preach at the open
ing service of the Seventh WCC Assembly. The service will 
be held on the morning of Thursday, 7 February, in the 
special tent being erected for worship services on the ANU 
campus . 
Although Sir Paul will have completed his term as Gover
nor General by the time of the Assembly, his leadership in 
this role and within the Maori community and the 
Anglican communion has given him a unique opportunity 
to develop insights into the Christian community's post in 
a world of social and political change. 
On February 20, visitors to the Assembly will be given an 
AUSSIE WELCOME, part liturgical and part historical, 
informing of the churches and their work in Australia. 

The delegates from our Melbourne Archdiocese are Rev. 
Fr. Peter Cross and Sr. Margaret O'Dwyer, a member of 
the Brigidine community. 

WHAT CAN WE DO IN VICTORIA? 
We are invited to sponsor the overseas visitors during the 
week-end of February 16/ 17, and no doubt this could be 
an interesting and worthwhile project for parishes, inter
church councils and fraternals . Any offers of hospitality at 
Tullamarine Airport would be gratefully received at the 
vee office, telephone 614 4940. 

NEXT ISSUE .... 
We will be reporting the outcome of the national meeting 
of Diocesan Ecumenical Commissions held in Canberra at 
the end of September. 

THURSDAY PRAYERS FOR UNITY 
IN THE CHAPEL OF UNITY 
ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, 

MELBOURNE 
from 12 noon-12.15 p.m. 

Service leaders required for 
November 1 & 29 
December 6 & 20 

APPLY TO VCC OFFICE 
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At least 25,000 people in Australia have shared in the Bible 
studies "Come Holy Spirit", and these groups are continu
ing/ sharing in retreats, quiet days, services and special 
prayer support for the success of the Assembly. 
In Brisbane, an ecumenical group has been formed as a 
lead-up to the Assembly in February. The Westside 
Ecumenical Movement comprises 20 members from 
Anglican, Baptist, Catholic and Uniting churches who 
meet monthly to pray for the success of ecumenism. 

GLEN WAVERLEY 
Following on "Come Holy Spirit" study groups an 
ecumenical Quiet Day was held at St. Leonard's church, 
and was led by Rev. Ian Smith of the Glen Waverley 
Uniting Church. 

BALWYN 
The North Balwyn ICC organised the "Come Holy Spirit" 
bible studies involving 250 Christian people. They have ap
plied to sponsor a visitor to the WCC Assembly during the 
week-end of 16/ 17 February. 

IDGHETT / MOORABBIN ICC 
Will be holding an ecumenical service during the time of 
the Assembly. 

MALVERN & BURWOOD ICC'S 
Are looking at sponsoring a visitor. 

TEMPLESTOWE 
St. Kevin's Parish is holding an ecumenical evening on 
November 14, at 8 p.m. Speakers include Rev. J.P . Kenny, 
S.J., Rev. G. Yule, U.C. and Rev. Richard McKinney, 
Anglican. 

PORT FAIRY 
Sr. Jessie McDonnell and twenty Christians are enjoying 
the bible studies in preparation for the assembly. 

0 God, life-giving Spirit, 
Spirit of healing and comfort, 
of integrity and truth, 
we believe and trust in you. 
Warm-winged Spirit, brooding over creation, 
rushing wind and Pentecostal fire, 
we commit ourselves to work with you 
and renew our world. Amen. 



'Is God Listening To My Hindu 
Neighbour's Prayer?' 

S. Wesley Ariarajah 

The question is simple, but Christians have enormous dif
ficulty in responding to it. By and large, Christians have ig
nored theological questions relating to God's life with our 
neighbours of other religious traditions and their life with 
God. 
At the heart of this hesitation lies a number of profound 
theological issues. Does God's self-revelation take place in 
nature, in all human history, and in human experience? Or 
does God reveal Godself only through the specific 
historical experience of a people within one stream of 
history? Is it important to have an adequate (if any) 
understanding of who God is, before God begins to listen 
to our prayers? 
Of a more fundamental nature are questions that lie at the 
heart of the Christian faith itself. What is the relationship 
between God's saving activity in the life, death and resur
rection of Christ to God's presence and activity in all 
history? How does one reconcile the affirmation that 'the 
earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof' with the 
Johannine verse, 'No one comes to the Father except 
through me'? 
Since the beginning of the modern ecumenical movement 
these questions have engaged the attention of the mis
sionary movement and the Church. The practice of 
dialogue and reflection upon it have brought a new sense 
of urgency to these questions. We need to base our rela
tionship with our neighbours of other faiths on a 
theological foundation. 
Much of the theology of religious operative in Christian 
thinking was enumerated during the height of the mis
sionary movement. Reflections on other faiths served the 
missionary imperative, and provided justification for the 
extension of the Church at the expense of other religions. 
The theology of religions did not arise out of the ex
perience of a living encounter with others but from a 
deductive thinking from the standpoint of one's own faith. 
A selective reading of the Bible reinforced a mission
serving theology of religions. 
Nevertheless, at all the early major missionary conferences 
(e.g. Edinburgh 1910, Jerusalem 1928, Tambaram 1938) 
there were voices that challenged the predominant attitude 
which saw little faith-value in other traditions. But a main
ly mission-oriented theology of religions has survived. 

At both the Nairobi (1975) and Vancouver (1983) 
assemblies of the wee, dialogue became a controversial 
point, primarily because of the implicit assumptions made 
in a dialogue about the theological significance of other 
faiths. At Vancouver, for example, a major stream within 
the assembly rejected the possibility of God's presence and 
activity in the religious life of our neighbours. 
The ... WCC undertook a four-year study programme on 
'My Neighbour's Faith and Mine - Theological 
Discoveries through Interfaith Dialogue'. As the apex of 
this study, delegates from [the major Christian] traditions 
were brought together to reflect on some of these issues .... 
It is hoped that the[ir] statement will help to ... facilitate 
the discussion of these important issues as we face the 
Assembly in ... February 1991. 

(S. Wesley Ariarajah is director of the Sub-Unit on 
dialogue of the World Council of Churches.) 

* * * 

Pass On The Good News .... 
The Heads of Victorian Churches have been meeting for 
some years (two to three times a year) to discuss matters of 
local concern. The Victorian Council of Churches has 
taken on the secretariat for the meeting, and the President 
and General Secretary regularly attend. The next meeting 
will take the form of a Prayer meeting using the booklet 
"Come Holy Spirit". 

** The member churches of Mordialloc Inter-Church 
Council share an ecumenical chaplaincy at Como 
Hospital, Parkdale. Denominations include 
Anglican, Catholic and Uniting Church chaplains. 

** At the end of July, members of St. John's and the 
Uniting Church attended Mass at St. Peter's Toorak, 
to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Fr. Brian Leonard. 
On 2917 / 90, an ecumenical service was held at St. 
Peter's, Toorak, when the congregation re-affirmed 
the Toorak Ecumenical Agreement now in its tenth 
year. 

** "Land of the Spirit - The Australian Religious ex
perience" by Muriel Porter has been released and is 
available at $10.95 from bookshops or the 
Ecumenical Resource Centre, Victorian Council of 
Churches, 328 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 

** 

** 

** 

** 

Greeting to Archbishop Keith Rayner as he takes up 
his new position as Anglican Archbishop of 
Melbourne. Official congratulations offering sup
port have been sent from our Ecumenical Affairs 
Commission. 
The Victorian Council of Churches Country Con
ference will be held in Bendigo 23/25 November, and 
Bishop Noel Daly of the Sandhurst Diocese will be 
taking part in the welcome to participants. An 
Ecumenical Service will be held on the 24th in the 
Anglican Cathedral. 

Rev. Fr. Peter O'Rourke, P.P. St. Leo's parish, 
Altona North, has accepted appointment as Vice
President of the Altona Council of Churches, and we 
look forward to hearing of the ecumenical work in 
the western suburbs. 
Our Jewish Christian Dialogue Group report a most 
successful Public Lecture by Dr. Eugene Fisher, sub
ject "Jesus the Faithful Jew", attended last month 
by approx. 230 Christians and Jews. The B'nai-B'rith 
Oration, subject "Catholics and Jews 
Face-to-Face," was attended by 550-600 interested 
people. Dr. Fisher is Exec. Secretary of the 
Secretariat for Catholic Jewish Relations of the Na
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops (U.S.A.); 
Consultor to the Vatican Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews; and member of the Interna
tional Vatican-Jewish Liaison Committee. 

Progressive Judaism 
The World Union of Progressive Judaism held its 25th in
ternational conference in London early May. The biennial 
conference theme "Lessons for the past - vision for the 
future", with delegates calling themselves reformed, 
liberal or progressive according to their country of origin, 
was hosted jointly by the Reformed Synagogues. It coin
cided with the 150th anniversary celebrations of the West 
London Synagogue. Besides Dr. R. Runcie, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the other Christian participant was Bishop 
Richard Harris of Oxford who gave a message of welcome 
from the Christian community . 

. . . . (The Tablet May 19, 1990) .... 



The Church In The World 
New Ecumenical Bodies For 

England, Scotland And Wales 
A new start in Scotland. The ecumenical movement in 
Scotland has taken another major step forward with the 
appointment of a Roman Catholic bishop to be convener 
of a new liaison body for the Scottish Churches, Action of 
Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS), which replaces the 
old Scottish Churches Council. The appointment of 
Bishop Mario Conti of Aberdeen is seen by unity observers 
as tangible evidence of the friendship that now exists bet
ween the mainstream Churches and particularly between 
the two major bodies in Scotland, the (Presbyterian) 
Church of Scotland and the Roman Catholic Church. 
The Roman Catholic Church had observer-status only in 
the Scottish Churches Council. Now it will be participating 
as a full member in ACTS. The new body will be formally 
inaugurated on 1 September at Dunblane Cathedral, Per
thshire, a pre-Reformation building which is now a Church 
of Scotland parish. 
Bishop Conti, a former secretary to the Scottish Roman 
Catholic hierarchy, has been prominent in promoting the 
ecumenical movement in Scotland and in the development 
of youth work and pastoral aid for migrants. An Episcopal 
(Anglican) woman priest, the Revd Kathleen Dall, minister 
in charge of St Ternan's Episcopal church at Muchalls, 
Kincardineshire, is one of the two vice-conveners. The 
other is the Very Revd Professor Robin Barbour, a former 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, who lives at Pitlochry, Perthshire. 
The new ecumenical body which represents all the 
mainstream Churches in Scotland, with the exception of 
the Baptist Union, has as its secretary the Revd Maxwell 
Craig, of the Church of Scotland, based at Bridge of Don, 
near Aberdeen. The Revd Dr Daniel O'Connor, of the 
Episcopal Church and former principal of the College of 
the Ascension at Selly Oak, Birmingham, will be director 
of Scottish Churches House, headquarters of ACTS, 
which is sited in Dunblane, Perthshire. 
The Church of Scotland has just over 900,000 members 
and the Roman Catholic Church 820,000 members out of a 
Scottish national population of five million. The Scottish 
Episcopal Church (Anglican) has 90,000 members. Other 
denominations have a markedly smaller membership in 
Scotland. A decade ago most church people would have 
found it unthinkable for a Roman Catholic bishop to be 
leader of an inter-Church structure in Scotland. 

(The Tablet 21/7 / 90) 

ENGLAND. The four bodies which are to succeed the 
British Council of Churches are now coming into existence 
and that for England, called Churches Together in 

England, was inaugurated on September 1 at an 
ecumenical service in St. George's Roman Catholic 
Cathedral, Southwark. This symbolises from the first mo
ment that the Catholic Church is a senior partner in the 
new structure, whereas it could never quite bring itself to 
join the British Council of Churches for reasons, good, 
bad and indifferent. 

The other Churches will be watching anxiously to see how 
much priority Catholics give these new relationships. 
Given the need for a replacement for the BCC was agreed 
largely in order to meet Catholic objections, the Roman 
Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales has a 
special responsibility to participate generously. It has 
already used the word "commitment" to describe its 
general attitude, a word Catholics use less lightly than 
some. Indeed it was a certain subtle lack of commitment 
on the part of the Churches in full membership of the BCC 
which tended to undermine it internally, and helped them 
to see the need for an alternative. 
The new bodies will only speak collectively on behalf of all 
the Churches when their member organisations sanction 
their doing so, which must mean rarely. Their major role 
will be in liaison and coordination. But that is where the 
real need arises. The British Council of Churches failed to 
alter the Churches' long-standing habit of doing their own 
thing irrespective of what any other Church was doing. As 
a result they are ceaselessly reinventing the wheel. Much 
greater cross-fertilisation can be expected under the new 
arrangements, which in the long term must help the even
tual prospect of visible church unity. But co-ordination 
and liaison, while making for greater efficiency and effec
tiveness, sound undramatic. The most difficult task ahead 
for bodies like Churches Today in England WILL BE TO 
CATCH THE IMAGINATION! 

(The Tablet 1/9/90) 

Letters to the Editor ... 
Would you like to contribute to this Bulletin? Your 
signature and Parish / address is all that is required. 
A small donation to defray printing and posting costs 
of the Ecumenical Bulletin would be gratefully ap
preciated. Our mailing list is growing! 

All contributions to be forwarded to: 
The Editor, 
Ecumenical Affairs Bulletin, 
P .O. Box 146, East Melbourne, 3002. 

John Ryan 

(Media Com. Associates) 



Anglican-Roman Catholic 
Relations Today 

In his Heenan Memorial lectures at Heythrop College, Ar
chbishop Robert Runcie paid tribute to the memory of 
Cardinal Heenan. When he became Bishop of St. Albans, 
the Cardinal paid a call on him, and introduced himself as 
someone who had a residence in the Bishop's diocese. Ar
chbishop Runcie came to know him well as a courteous 
and genial host and the seventies proved to be a formative 
period in the then Bishop's ecumenical education. 
Referring to his visit to the Pope, he commented that he 
was returning the visit the Pope himself made to Canter
bury Cathedral in 1982. He stresses that though he went to 
Rome from the Church of England, he also went, after 
consultation with my fellow Anglican Primates, to repre
sent the wider Anglican Communion. After meeting five 
times in four days, the formalities were exchanged in a way 
that left space for friendship, and at his personal table the 
Pope said to the small assembled company that eating and 
drinking together represented 'a very high degree of com
munion'. 
We detail some highlights from the Archbishop's lecture: 

Sharing of Gifts 
In our Common Declaration the Pope and I stressed the 
vital importance of the real but 'imperfect communion' we 
already share. But this is not complacent talk. We spoke of 
cherishing and guarding our existing communion as we 
seek to grow into the fuller communion Christ wills. There 
is an important passage I am particularly fond of, where 
we say together that 'the ecumenical journey is not only 
about the removal of obstacles but also about the sharing 
of gifts.' 

The Sharing of Problems 
We are committed to bearing one another's burdens. We 
all have our problems, our afflictions. In the past these 
were seen as the problems of rivals and so were a source of 
ungodly glee and the scoring of points. For pilgrims 
together this cannot be. On a journey together your blister 
and my pulled tendon become matters of common con
cern. Such afflictions hold us all back. So how the 
Anglican Communion handles the issue of the ordination 
of women, how it preserves its unity are no longer private 
matters. They are of proper concern to the Roman 
Catholic Church. We Anglicans should expect and indeed 
look for comment on these things. Similarly the handling 
of dissent within the Roman Catholic Church is not a 
domestic matter . It is of deep concern to Anglicans and we 
dare in love to comment on it. I do not believe in a tight 
lipped ecumenical protocol which says 'pay no attention to 
what they do or say'. We care about each other's words 
and actions because we are so much closer in love to each 
other than we have been for centuries. The ordination of 
women offends many Roman Catholics. The suppression 
of dissent scandalises many Anglicans. If we were not so 
close we would not care. 
The full text of this lecture was featured in "The Month", 
January, 1990 issue, and is worth further study by our 
churches. 

AUSTARC: Closer to home ... the 1989 General Synod of 
the Anglican Church of Australia passed the following 
resolution: 
"This Synod requests the Primate to explore with the 
Chairman of the Australian Catholic Bishops' Conference 
the proposal brought to and endorsed by the Missionary 
and Ecumenical Commission for the establishment of an 
Anglican and Roman Catholic Dialogue Group -
AUSTARC. 

Australian Church Women 
The August meeting of the Victorian Unit was addressed 
by Mrs. Hazel Williams, Project Officer with the Churches 
AIDS Pastoral Care and Education Program. She spoke of 
CAPE and its role of educating Christian people about the 
disease, as well as offering care to people involved. 

As Christians, Mrs. Williams said, we need to be aware of 
the terms used, the culture problems which add to the 
spread in many countries, and the way in which the disease 
is transmitted. A person might carry the virus for 7-10 
years before symptoms become evident. It is most impor
tant to maintain good health, nutrition, watch stress levels 
and care for the skin. There is a need for people to work as 
volunteer carers, but people are not always accepting of 
those who do this work, and it is not easy for these posi
tions to be filled - training is available. 

This program is an initiative of the Anglican, Catholic, 
Uniting, Baptist and Lutheran Churches, the Salvation Ar
my, the Churches of Christ, the Vic. AIDS Council and the 
Haemophilia Society of Victoria. 

The 1990 WINIFRED KIEK SCHOLAR is Miss Doreen 
Tie Chin Bing of Sarawak, Malaysia. Doreen, twenty-three 
years of age, has been working with intellectually han
dicapped children in a special school in her home city of 
Kuching. She is at present in Sydney studying specialised 
teaching of intellectually handicapped children with the 
Developmental Disabilities Services Training School. 

The ACW National Executive in Sydney has just announc
ed that the 1991 Scholar is Miss A. Rachel Sabana from 
Nagacoil, Tamil Nadu, India. She will be doing a course in 
Nursing Administration, possibly in Melbourne, but this 
has yet to be decided. 

The purpose of this scholarship is to provide supplemen
tary training for a Christian woman from the Asian, In
dian or Pacific areas. The Scholarship is intended for a 
woman who has already received her basic training in her 
chosen field of work. It is hoped she will return to her own 
country to give leadership in Church and community. 

The Scholarship is available annually where possible and 
tenable up to ten months (one academic year). It is also 
available for shorter periods. The Scholarship covers fares, 
tuition fees and accommodation costs. 

The Scholarship was named after the Rev. Winifred Kiek 
M.A., B.D. (1884-1975), the first fully qualified woman to 
be ordained in Australia. She was an outstanding worker 
in Church and community, particularly in peace and 
ecumenical development. She travelled widely representing 
Australian women and as a result discovered the need for a 
special scholarship for Christian women in Asia and the 
Pacific. 

Barbara Lacy, 
State Secretary 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
• Sr. Aileen Maguire 

Holy Spirit Presbytery, North Ringwood 
• Good Shepherd Sisters 

Collingwood 
• Catholic Family Welfare Bureau 

491 Nicholson St., North Carlton 
• Sacred Heart Mission 

87 Grey Street, St. Kilda 

* * * 

876 3717 

417 6694 

342 0866 

537 1166 


