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Assembling Towards Canberra 1991 
Assemblies of the World Council of Churches take place every 
seven of eight years. Beginning with Amsterdam (1948) , 
previous Assemblies have been held in Evanston (1954) , New 
Delhi (1961), Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975) , and Vancouver 
(1983) . 

wee Assembly 
Do you know? -
*That Canberra is the venue for the 7th Assembly of the World 

Council of Churches in 1991 from February 7-20? 
*At this Assembly there will be delegates from the 310 member 

churches who usually meet every seven years to determine 
policies and review the work of the three units - Faith and 
Witness , Justice and Service and Education and Renewal. 
There will also be other consultants and observers from non
member churches including some from the non-christian 
religions. In all there will be several thousand . 

*The Secretariat for Christian Unity will be represented even 
though the Catholic Church is not a full member. For some 
years Catholics have worked on the Faith and Order 
Commission whi.ch drew up the Lima document on Baptism, 
Eucharist and Ministry. 
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* This year the World Council is 40 years old. It began in 1948 
with a special meeting of missionaries in Edinburgh in 1910. 
The diagram below traces the main developments. 

Big Days Ahead 
The character and significance of those 14 days in February 1991 
depends in part on the work done in our Australian parishes over 
the next three years. 

Catholics at Assembly 
There will be a large delegation of Catholic observers at the 
Canberra Assembly in 1991. 
"We have good relations with Rome - not always easy ones, 
but good ones," Jan Kok said . 
"In many parts of the world the Catholic Church is a full member 
of councils of churches. And there are always substantial 
groups of Catholic observers at WCC meetings. 
"We work together a lot. But some of the vitality- some of the 
ecumenica l dreams and visions and promise that came from the 
Second Vatican Council - have faded a little. 
"The 1991 Assembly could renew this vitality. I hope and pray it 
will. " 
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1989 Ecumenical Summer School 

Personal Reflections on the Sixteenth Summer School on Ecumenism. 
"Justice in the Church" was the theme of the 16th Summer 
School on Ecumenism held at St. Mary's College from 3-5 
February. This seems a safe enough theme for such a gathering 
-after all, the growth of the ecumenical movement in Australia 
during the 1960's was closely associated with Action for World 
Development. Those churches represented at the Summer 
School, mainly Anglican, Catholic and Uniting Churches, would 
have little difficulty agreeing that justice fs a ·central issue for 
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Christians. Difficulties with developing a theology and pract1c8 
of justice have been shared concerns rather than a source of 
division. At the beginning ofthe weekend there was even a sense 
for some participants of having been there and done that. 
Janet Wood, in addressing the issue of women and justice, 
challenged this complacency. Quoting from T. S. Elliot, she 
enunciated what became a recurring theme for the weekend: 

"Between the idea and the reality .. . falls the shadow." 
From the perspective of a privileged woman, accepted as a 
leader in her own Uniting Church, she nonetheless named 
shadows which fall over the reality of justice even in a church 
which ordains women to the ministry. 



In the wider church the injustice is more apparent. Although 
happy to call for justice for women in their secular roles, at the 
point where the Church's identity is distinguished from that of 
concerned humanists, it adheres in its theology to a view of 
biological determinism as the will of God. Women are excluded 
from its most central role on the grounds that the church does 
not have the freedom to depart from what is perceived as the 
God-given tradition . 
In his response to Janet Wood , the Rev. Frank Howells posed the 
question of which comes first - the idea or the reality? Will 
there first be a theology which re-interprets the role of women, 
or will a growing involvement of women in the ministry of the 
church lead the theologians to look again at the issue? Most 
participants felt that the latter course was more likely. 
Discussion groups on Saturday afternoon gave individuals a 
chance to reflect on justice. In one group, the four men were able 
to recall an incident when they had personally experienced 
injustice in the church, while all four women denied that they 
had had such an experience. Only slowly did they acknowledge 
that there had been occasions of hurt- not being able to be 
ordained (but that was a long time ago and it was over now!), or 
being passed over in parish ministries such as reading the word . 
And it was a woman in this group who named another injustice 
which lies within rather than safely beyond the boundaries of 
the church, when she described the hurt she had felt at a 
previous summer school. She had been asked to bring the gifts 
to the altar at the Eucharistic celebration but had then been . 
excluded from receiving communion, because of her 
denomination . Similar feelings of hurt had been experienced at 
the previous year's Summer School , both by Catholics and their 
excluded friends. On a personal level this experience has always 
been part of our inter-church marriage and is one of the reasons 
we first attended the Summer School last year. 
It seemed particularly appropriate then , that "Eucharist and 
Justice" should be the subject for the final address, give by Fr. 
Frank Moloney. Frank read again the familiar passages 
recording the institution of the Eucharist , and showed us that 
Jesus made th is gift to this disciples while they were betraying 
or deserting him. It wa.? his gift to them in their brokenness and 
unworthiness. Yet in our churches we set up categories and 
exclude those who do not measure up to our criteria of "worthy". 
Frank's challenge was to consider how we may be allowing the 
shadow of injustice to cloud even the central celebration of our 
faith. This again comes as a surprise, turning the spotlight into 
the church rather than onto the world outside. 
lnevitabfy, someone from the audience queried whether this 
message also applied to the "brokenness" of the church and its 
denominations. Frank Moloney felt that until other issues were 
clarified, indiscriminate intercommunion would create more 
problems than it would solve. However, as Rev. Rod Horsfield 
(Uniting Church) pointed out in his response, this returns us to 
the question of which comes first, the idea or the reality- the 
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theology of unity, or the practice of shared Eucharist as the 
source of the unity we hope for? 

Many of us wou ld see our spirituality as the source of our idea of 
justice and our lives as the reality, and we would be painfully 
aware of the shadow that falls between. This relationship 
between spirituality and justice was the topic of the opening 
session of the Summer School. With warm sensitivity and 
understanding Richard White spoke of the human experiences 
and emotions which can fuel or hinder our work for justice. He 
said his talk was about life- that was what spirituality is. He 
regarded any gap between life and religion, any 
compartmentalising of our lives, as the source of injustice. 
Injustice was due, more often than not, to "blindness as much as 
malice". One of several memorable quotations in Richard's talk 
came from a novel by Shusako Endo. A priest watching from 
safety while two villagers suffer unjustly because of his actions 
says: "Sin .. . is not to steal and to tell lies. Sin is for one man to 
walk brutally over the life of another and to be quite oblivious of 
the wounds he has left behind." In her response Rev. Gwen lnce 
reaffirmed that there can be no dichotomy between spirituality 
within and work for justice without. 

As chaplain for the Summer School Alan Cadwallader led the 
prayers which spun a unifying thread through the weekend. In 
many ways these times were the high lights of the weekend, 
building a sense of communion, without sacremental Eucharist, 
based on our shared faith in God's presence with us. 

Perhaps in our divided churches we sometimes fail to see the 
spiritual wood for the religious trees . Surely , 1n this weekend , 
there was reconciliation , a coming together in our brokenness, a 
celebration of God 's word in our talking, a breaking of bread 
together at meal-times and healing for the hurts caused by 
divisions. Surely this was the reality that precedes the idea- a 
shared thanksgiving , or eucharist, for all that we have in 
common. Certainly, at least for us, here was sustenance to 
continue to hope for unity, to continue to proclaim justice and 
the strength to continue to live joyfully our daily lives as the 
people of God . 

Terry and Christina Hart 

News From Rome 

Pope John-Paul re-affirmed the Church's committment to 
ecumenism on February 1 this year, at a combined meeting of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. 

Cardinals Ratzinger and Willebrands presided over the three
day joint meeting. Thirty cardinals and twenty-five archbishops 
and bishops from different parts of the world attended. 

Extensive reports were given. Discussions took up such themes 
as: the doctrinal foundations of ecumenical commitment, the 
impact of Christian life on ecumenical endeavours, the various 
kinds of dialogue, principles concerning the methodology used, 
and the ways in which the results of dialogue are evaluated. 

Further areas which need attention in dialogue such as: the need 
to present truth clearly, the role of church Tradition, the need to 
be precise in defining new concepts, and the obligation of the 
Church to fulfil its universal mission of witness, were discussed. 

The Congregation and the Secretariat wish to deepen Jheir. 
mutual co-operation. They were addressed by the Pope who 
showed gratitude for the joint deliberations. Each "dicastery" as 
they are called then held its own separate planning meeting, 
from February 2-4. 



******************** 

Week of Prayer, May 7-14: 
Behind the Scenes 

20 years ago , 1969, the Canadian Catholic Bishops and Council 
of Churches set up an ecumenical committee to examine the text 
which has been chosen for 1989's Week of Prayer. They did this 
study to help plan Canadian Ecumenism on a scriptural basis . 
In those 20 years , a tradition of working together between 
different denominations and different language groups in 
Canada, between lay and ordained , men and women , French and 
English, has been enriching. It has given a strong basis for the 
1989 week. 

This story is told in the English version of "L'Osservatore 
Romano" , December 19-26, page 13. 
There has been a close working relationship with publishers. 
Navalis, to produce worship and other literature. Navalis has 
emphasised concrete materials that relate to the human 
experience of people , in Canada. 
This year's Scriptural theme has been summarised as: "Building 
Community : One Body in Christ". The text of Romans 12:5-a is: 
"We, though many, are one body in Christ. and individually 
members of one another." 
L'Osservatore Romano notes that the newer 1989 drafting group 
had also benefited greatly from the care and hospitality from the 
two places where they met, a Lutheran church in Toronto and a 
Roman Catholic conference centre in Ottawa. The Lutheran 
church is a congregation founded by German-speaking 
immigrants. The Catholic centre is maintained by English
speaking sisters of the Congregation of Notre Dame, an order 
with its roots in French Canada. 

The 1989 draft text was revised , as usual, by the Faith and Order 
Commission of the World Council of Churches, and the 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity of the Catholic Church. 
The group met at the invitation of the British Council of Churches 
standing committee at Whaley Bridge, London, at the 
headquarters of an ecumenical community founded in 1970. 
The Week of Prayer was celebrated in the Northern Hemisphere 
from Wednesday to Wednesday, January 18 to 25, finishing on 
the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. 
Pope John-Paul preached at his General Audience on January 18 
about this year's Week of Prayer. Again on January 25, he 
preached at St. Paul's Without-the-Walls, concerning Christian 
Unity, and the need for Prayer. 
His comments are given fully in the January 23 and January 30 
editions of L'Osservatore Romano. 

In Australia, the Australian Council of Churches has taken the 
world-wide text and has produced a Prayer leaflet which is 
distributed by The Ecumenical Resource and Learning Centre at 
328 Flinders Street, Melbourne (Tel: 614 4820.) 

A schools' presentation is being prepared by The Catholic 
Education Office, Melbourne, using the adult literature, and 
complementing those ideas with suggestions from a new 
booklet produced by The Sydney Catholic Education Office, 
called "Ecumenism - Rel igious Education for Secondary 
Schools." 

This thorough world-wide and Australian effort to produce a 
powerful and practical comment on Romans 12:5-a for the Week 
of Prayer shou ld enrich all Catholics and fellow Christians. 

In Melbourne, the Renewal season, entitled Discipleship, begins 
early April and leads naturally into the Week of Prayer before 
Pentecost. with the theme of Building Community upon the 
talents of many people. 

At parish and small community level , it seems important that 
people use the Week of Prayer leaflet and suggestions for 
community prayer and action, to enrich local Catholics. 

If Canada and Pope John-Paul can do it, so can Australia and 
Melbourne. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 1989, 
May 7-14 

Banyo Institute for Ecumenism 
Australian experts will lead a four-unit short course at Banyo 
Institute for Ecumenism, Brisbane, from 28th August to 22nd 
September this year. Topics will cover- Practical ecumenism, 
Inter-Church Dialogues, the Principles and History of 
Ecumenism. 

When last held in 1987, a Melbourne student found the lectures 
by Frs. Michael Putney, Tom Boland, Peter Cross and Brother 
Eric Blumenthal to be "extremely beneficial ", and the course 
was a great meeting experience at Banyo. 
Students may decide to live in , with good accommodation at a 
moderate cost. or they may prefer to do only one of the four 
un its. 

There is possible support funding , upon enquiry at Melbourne 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission Office, 406 Albert Street. East 
Melbourne (Wednesdays- Tel 662 1962) 
Fuller enquiries from Bro. E. Blumenthal , FMS., Box 282 G.P.O., 
Brisbane, 4001. Melbourne and Victorian potential students are 
encouraged by Melbourne E.A.C. so that Ecumenism may be 
strengthened in this State. 



Christian Ecumenism 
World-Wide 
Christian Ecumenism World-Wide 
Anglicans & Catholics, Lutherans & Catholics, Baptists & 
Catholics, World Council of Churches & Catholics. What is 
happening internationally? 
The January 30 edition of L'Osservatore Romano carries reports 
from the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Unity. Our copy is 
available for browsing (Wednesdays at 406 Albert St. , East 
Mel b) . 

I. Anglicans 
The Lambeth Conference in 1988 included Catholic observers. 
Pope John-Paul sent prayer assurances and good wishes . He 
noted promising progress in Anglican-Catholic relationships 
over the last two decades, particularly through ARCIC 1 and 2. 
He expressed concern about obstacles to fuller communion in 
his Christmas address to the Roman Curia on December 22, 
because of the Anglican unilateral init iative concerning 
ordination of women, which may have painful consequences for 
ecumenism and also within the Anglican communion. 

2. Lutherans: 
The Lutheran World Federation is concentrating on the 
"communion" of Lutheran churches, just as the 1985 Catholic 
Bishops Sydnod concentrated on the "communion" of Catholics. 
Lutheran executive meetings at Ethiopia (1988) and Brazil (1990) 
include aid-sharing with Catholic organisations in Africa, and 
Bible sharing proposed for the Brazil meeting at a Catholic 
University. Other shared questions include justification, 
ecclesiology, sacraments , mixed marriages and moral and 
social issues. 

3. Baptists: 
The Baptist-Catholic dialogue has based itself on such questions 
as - What is the mission of the Church and the Christian 
response to Christ and proselytism. Delegates to combined 
meet ings in West Berlin (1984}, USA (1985, 1986 and 1988) and in 
Rome (1987) were warmly received by local Baptist and Catholic 
communities. Future discussions may focus on Baptism, 
Eucharist, Catholic practices, shared help iQ natural disasters , 
and family strengthening. 

4. World Council of Churches: 
The two major works of Catholics and WCC working together are 

a) The Week of Prayer; and 
b) The BEM study (Baptism, Eucharist & Ministry) 

A Joint Working Group, including 18 Catholics , oversees most of 
the ecumenical dialogue. But the Central Commission of wee 
includes two delegated Catholic observers . And the Faith and 
Order Commission of the WCC includes 12 Catholics out of 120 
theologians. 

The Faith and Order Commission (FO) is pursuing the BEM study, 
as well as supervising the Week of Prayer materials annually. 

During the 1980's, the BEM study has received most attention. At 
Lima, Peru , in 1982, the FO judged that the BEMA text was mature 
enough to be submitted to churches for their evaluation. The 
Catholic Church responded through the Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, after Bishops conferences through th 
the world, and theological faculties, were consulted. 
Further conferences by FO (Finland in 1988 & Hungary in 1989) 
have refined the documents of BEM. More than 160 churches and 
ecclesial communities have evaluated the BEM texts, which 
have been translated into more than 35 languages, and have 
sold more than 350,000 copies. Ongoing dialogue is planned. 
The ecumenical agenda for the next decade is already taking 
place. 

W.C.Ca News In Brief 
taken from "One World " 

AFRICA 
Church Growth 
Reporting to its general assembly in January in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopian Evangelical Church (Mekane Yesus) president Ato 
Francis Stephanos said the church now has a membership of 
776,673 in 2181 congregations and 858 preaching stations, 
compared to 20,000 members in 1951. 
Ato Francis sa id the growth trend is evident in five of the 
church 's seven synods. 
He added that the government has created favourable 
cond itions for the church to work and expand the tasks of 
evangelism and development, and that 350 of the many church 
buildings previously confiscated by the state have recently 
reopened. 
Ato Francis ' progress report covered church achievements in 
rural development. health care and education. 
The church is responsible for a variety of projects , including 
water-powered rnills , fuel-saving ovens, animal husbandry . 
forestry , electricity provision and pest control. 
To cope with "the second stage of the drought", Food for Work 
and other projects are emphasizing construction of roads and 
terraces , provision of seeds , tree planting and soil and water 
preservation. 
For the first time, the Ethiopian Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches we re officially represented at the assembly. 

EUROPE 
Earth Vulnerable 
Th e sign if icance of the WCC's appeal to churches to make 
mutual commitments for justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation (JPIC) was highlighted in the 1988 Christmas message 
of Queen Beatri x of the Netherlands. 
Declaring that the earth 's very existence is threatened by 
humanity's "egotism and the ambition to dominate both fellow 
humans and nature", the queen stressed that the problem will 
not be resolved by discouragement and passive acceptance. 
"God has given us the ability to distinguish between good and 
evil and to bear our responsibilities. 
"Thus , along with each example of self-interest, ambition and 
power struggle, there is also conscience, faith and moral 
conviction. " _ 
The queen's message called on those " in the rich one-third of the 
world " to bear "co-responsibility for the two-thi rds of the earth 
where material needs lead to a disturbance of the balance of 
nature". 
She noted that " in the process of reflection to which the WCC and 
the Roman Catholic Church have been called together, the 
preservation of creation has been brought into a broader 
relationship with peace and justice. 
"People and nature are created as allies, as partners in one 
creation. " 


