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ENCOURAGE YOUR PEOPLE 
TO THE NEAREST 
ECUMENICAL CAROLS 
SERVICE THIS CHRISTMAS 
OR ORGANISE ONE. 

ADVENT IS GOOD FOR A 
DISCUSSION EVENING WITH 
OTHER CHRISTIANS. 

WE MUST OPEN OUR 
HEARTS TO OUR CHRISTIAN 
NEIGHBOURS, IF WE ARE TO 
OPEN OUR HEARTS TO 
JESUS AT CHRISTMAS. 

Thanksgiving for our national identity 
God of all gifts, 
gifts we cannot number, 
gifts we sometimes hardly sense: 
you have made us a people; 
you have given us a place. 
We praise you for everything that is true and beautiful 
about this nation, its places and its people. 
It is beyond our power to thank you fully , Father, 
for our rich variety of people and for nature's abundant gifts. 
We can only exclaim our wonder, our joy, 
our feelings about the poverty that we would suffer if it were not 
so. 
It is right to give you thanks and praise. 
Through Christ ... 



GROWING UP 
By Barry M. King 

Even if I get eaten by a shark or frozen under a Himalayan 
avalanche, I suppose there will be some sort of memorial service 
for me. I am sure that not all present will be Catholic , because I 
trust various aunts , uncles, cousins and in-laws to do the right 
thing by me. 
Perhaps it was these relations and my Presbyterian father who 
are responsible for my interest in ecumenism. Earl y in life I 
realised that goodness, even holin'ess , was not a special 
preserve of those who happened to have been baptised in 
Cathol ic water. 
Or maybe it was the fact that I was transferred to a parish where 
the former curate had been invited to train as a chaplain for the 
Inter-church Trade and Industry Mission! I attended that training 
uninvited and there I met ministers of other Christian 
denominations in close discussion of our faith and our attitudes 
to God and his people. The day a Lutheran Pastor said to me, "I 
am amazed that you Catholics are so Christian", he just beat me 
to saying the same thing to him . At Massey-Ferguson's farm 
machinery factory a poster was put on the walls saying that I 
represented 10 denominations from Baptist, through Salvation 
Army to Uniting Church , and the most common response I 
received from the largely unchurched workers was "It is great to 
see the churches doing something together at last". 
It is over twenty years now since those days and I have come to 
believe that there won't be brick walls seperating us in heaven 
even if our bodies are still segregated in ce metries. l believe that 
I have come to know what other people really believe instead of 
the parodies of their faith that were first presented to me. I have 
made new friends ; I have had to question my own faith ; and I 
hope that others have learnt from me as I have from them. 
Sometimes I think how God has grown during those years but I 
guess it's really me. 
Memories come crowding ·in- drinking cold cucumber soup 
with an Orthodox priest and his family; hearing the marital 
problems of a11 Anglican priest; being taught about the 
documents of Vatican 2 by a Uniting Church minister; being 
flanked by Coptic Orthodox priests in thei r stove-pipe hats as we 
marched in protest down Swanston St. ; driving a bus full of 
youth from eight different churches on our way to present 
"Godspell" in a Church of Christ chapel ; standing next to 
Methodist and Presbyterian ministers in an Anglican church on 
Ash Wednesday, giving ashes to a preacher from the Reformed 
Church of Jesus Christ, Latter Day Saints. 
Every one of these and a thousand other memories bring joy. Not 
like remembering throwing stones at State School Kids and 
hearing a Catholic priest say he wouldn't turn on the lights in his 
church on the anniversary of Kristallnacht because "I don't like 
Jews". I remember thinking that I hoped he "liked" Jesus! 
Fifteen years ago I had never been in a helicopter so it was a 
great thrill to be able to duck under the swirl ing blades and open 
the door of one , and an even greater thr ill to be able to help out 
two Archbishops , one Catholic , one Anglican. They had flown 
together to be at prayer. At a gospel concert in the Dallas Brooks 
Hall I was thankful for the help of the followers of the Maharajah 
Gi. They had said, "If we can 't join in the prayers and the singing , 
we'd like to help with the organising. " 
We don 't think of the Showgrounds as a prayerful place, but one 
night was different when a Baptist choir led thousands in 
singing the praises of God and both the Anglican and Catholic 
Archbishops spoke of the concern we should have for the less 
fortunate of our brothers and sisters. Some people remember 
the M.C.G. as the place where Collingwood lost a grand final 
after leading by 10 goals at half-time. My most precious memory 
of that stadium is the night when 35,000 people gathered for an 
Ecumenical Service during the Eucharistic Congress. We broke 
and shared biscuits, but perhaps it was a fore-runner of the day 
when we will be able to share more than a biscuit. 
The Pope has never been there for a grand final , but he was there 
to pray with leaders of 20 churches- I don't suppose he knew 
that it was the first time I'd been able to be in the Members and 
the Press-box. 

When I was young, I was frightened to go into that strange · 
church opposite Young and Jacksons. I had been warned about 
that church , but never about that pub. Not long ago I went into 
St. Paul's but I'm sure it was all right- the Pope was there with 
me! Archbishop Runcie of Canterbury was probably warned 
about going into Catholic churches when he was young too, but 
he must have outgrown his fear. On his recent visitto Melbourne 
he escorted me up the aisle of St. Pat's - the same cathedral 
where my mother and father were married out of sight in the 
sacristy! 
Obviously lots of people have changed since our church said 
"The restoration of unity among all Christians is one of the 
principal concerns of this Second Vatican Council. ". ! am so glad 
to think that I am one of them. 

From Noble Park Uniting Church's Magazine, 
'OUTLOOK' Vol.10, No.9. OCTOBER, 1988. Page4. 
After the death by accident of Rev. Bill Trewin. 

Fellow Christians 
There are about 20 people in our parish who have suddenly 
found themselves an additional set of friends! How come? 
During August and September, these people attended the St. 
Anthony's Renew Small Groups held in various homes 
throughout the area. 
Acceptance and sensitivity were evident as we all confronted 
new ideas and broadened our outlook. 

. Members from both churches were surprised . to realise the 
number of areas they had in common and consequently a strong 
fellowshi p emerged. 
This can best be illustrated by an incident which occurred 2 days 
after my first Renew Group meeting , which was the day after 
Bill's accident. I happened to meet a St. Anthony's member of my 
group in the supermarket carpark, and without bothering tore
introduce myself, I just said "Hello" and immediately told her 
about Bill. 
I later attempted to analyse why I felt so free to do this . l realised 
that she was to me, a fellow Christian, and because of this , I felt I 
had known her fo r some time. I had no doubt that she would be 
concerned and compassionate. In fact, all the groups have 
exh ibited these qualities and shown loving support during the 
time of Bill's illness and death. 
Than k you , St. Anthony's, for your wonderful hospitality and 
fel lowship. Let us keep the flame of ecumenism burn ing brightly 
in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Julie Ellerton . 

Margaret Moo nee, a Catholic parish worker at Noble Park, adds: 
"Rev. Bill's Accident was a bonding thing for our congregations. 
St Columba's Uniting Church parish held an evening of prayer 
and meditation. We then gathered and prayed on the evening 
after the wonderful funeral, using readings, Taize and silence." 
"I've learned much from the Uniting Church and Church of Christ, 
apart from experiencing their sincere prayer." 



ECUMENISM IN THE 
SUBURBS (SOUTHERN & 

ELSEWHERE) 
The inaugural meeting of the City of Mordialloc Inter-Church 
Council was held on July 23, 1970, and member churches 
comprise Anglican, Baptist, Church of Christ, Catholic, 
Salvatio_n Army and Uniting Church congregations. 
Over the years our local Christian community has backed and 
is supporting many community services, for example, Meals on 
Wheels; Mordialloc Aged Services Inc.; the C.Y.S.S. committee; 
the Mordialloc Council Youth Resources Officer and newly 
opened Youth Resource Centre , as well as the long established 
Mordialloc Youth Club Swimming Pool complex . 
Apart from the I.C.C. bi-monthly meetings, study groups and 
ecumenical services, a special and important component is our 
Ladies Project Committee. In an attempt to reach grass roots 
level , our ladies of the churches and I.C.C. designate our annual 
community project and organise and cater for dinners and 
currently, our Sing-a-longs. Our very supportive Municipal 
Council give us the community hall free of charge, and through 
Mordialloc Aged Services we arrange to bring our senior 
citizens from nursing and private homes for an afternoon of 
song , afternoon tea and T.L.C. 
This year we are working for the Mordialloc-Cheltenham 
Community Hospital and whilst we do not set a financial target 
for our projects, we are always pleasantly surprised when the 
final profit is announced . The commitment and enthusiasm of 
our ladies is a great witness to the people of our Municipality. 

Southern suburbs still .... Cheltenham! I was pleased to attend 
the A.C.W. (Australian Church Women) World Community Day 
Service held at the Our Lady of the Assumption church. The 
theme was "Sharing our Harvest" and the speaker, Mrs. Colette 
Moorhead (sister-in-law to Mary-Lou), parishioner, solicitor and 
mother of six. Reflecting on the courage and foresight of our 
settlers, during this our Bi-Centennial Year, Colette challenged 
us to look at our responsibilities with the 80's global debt ... 10% 
of Australia's arable land ruined ... . the greenhouse effect and 
our obligation to monitor what we use in the atmosphere. 
"Sharing our Harvest" should extend to the Third World 
countries too , and the ladies of Colette's Alma Mater reunion are 
'adopting' schoolgirls from Calcutta by paying $175 p.a. for their 
education (i.e. educate a girl and you educated a family). 

Now fo r the elsewhere .. .. a pot-pourri of ecumenical 
opportunities .... mid October saw an enjoyable time at the 
Victorian Baptists' Women's Fellowship Day at Assembly. Great 
speakers, marvellous hostesses and a moving Communion 
Service ... . my dear companion from the Uniting Church and the 
Baptist ladies accepted my explanation of my spiritual 
communion with them (at the time of Communion) .... union of 
heart and soul in Christ. 

Ron and I attended a wedding at the Our Lady of Lebanon church 
in Rathdowne Street, Carlton, recently. The ceremony in both 
English/ Arabic was performed by the Most Rev . Monsig. Paul EI
Khoury in the Maronite rite. Their love of this patriach was most 
obvious, both at this beautiful church and after at the reception. 
At the reception our table consisted of Chilean, Maori, Greek, Sri 
Lankan couples, workmates of the groom. No prejudice here
total acceptance of each other over race, creed and with care 
and support of their families. The Father's big family - "that 
they may all be one" (Jn. 17:20.). So for me it was back to the 
Parish Priest's books to learn more about the Maronite rite. 

. . 

·Out here- "in the field" -I sometimes wonder if "ecumenism" ·. 
will ever catch on and have a higher priority in our Christian 
denominations. Education may bring about a change of heart, 
but the step further to perceive the Holy Spirit working in us 
through our experiences may be hard for those of us having 
suffered and needing healing from religious prejudice. Our goal 
-to put on His mind and realise His Word is alive among all His 
people. 

- Barbara Lacy 

VCC NEW GENERAL SECRETARY . . - .. 

The new General Secretary of the VIctorian Council of Churches · 
for 1989 is Reverend Robert Gribben. 
-Rev. Gribben, M.A., Theol M, MACE, has been Minister of the 
Uniting Church Parish of North Balwyn and lectures in liturgical 
subjects at the Theological Hall of the Uniting Church in 
Melbourne. He is President of the Australian Academy of Liturgy 

. & co-chairman of the Australian Consultation on Liturgy. He 
edited the book "Communion in Australian Churches (1986)". 
We wish Rev. Gribben in his new role of General Secretary ofthe 
V.C.C. , a happy partnership with fellow christians, including our 
Catholic people. 

. Celebrating the Bicentennial 
On the 11th of September the local churches of the Ashburton 
area- St Matthew's Anglican 

Ashburton Presbyterian 
St Michael's R. C. 
Ashburton Uniting 
Ashburton Baptist 
Glen Iris Uniting 
St Oswald 's Anglican 
Ashburton Church of Christ 
Hartwell Uniting 

gathered at St Michael 's, Ashburton for and Ecumenical 
Bicentennial Service. The normal 11 a.m. Sunday Mass was 
cancelled for this particular ecumenical service. The estimated 
number of those who attended was around 700. There was a 
combined choir. The Rev. Graham Me Anally General Secretary 
of the Victorian Synod of the Uniting Chur& fn Australia & 
former chairman of the Victorian Council of Churches, was the 

. guest preacher. The theme was "An obedient church in 
Australia's 3rd Century." 

The 'open' or cash offering received was sent to the Bangladesh 
Appeal sponsored by World Christian Action through the 
Australian Council of Churches. 

Summer School in Ecumenism 

"Justice in the Church" 
3rd to the 5th February, 1989 

St. Mary's College, 
The University of Melbourne 

Friday Evening 

Spirituality and Justice 
Rev. Richard White SJ 

Saturday Morning 
Women and Justice 

Mrs. Janet Wood 

Sunday Afternoon 
Eucharist and Justice 

Rev. Frank Maloney SOB 

Residential $90.00 
Non Residential $35.00 

Enquiries: Ecumenical Affairs Commission, 
406 Albert Street, East Melbourne 
Mrs. Mary Williams (03) 877 3315 



An Excerpt from "Australian 
Church Women News" {Nov/ Dec 
1988) 

from Western Australia 
Ecumenical Decade 1988-1998, 
Churches in solidarity with women 
An exciting ecumenical Service was 
held in Trinity Church, Perth on Sunday, 
October 16, 1988 at 7.30 p.m. to mark the 

·opening of the Ecumenical Decade of 
Churches in Solidarity with women. 

A large congregation of both men and women enjoyed the 
service based on the theme 'The Song of Creation'. Prayers, 
readings, etc. had been prepared by women and women from 
Anglican, Baptist, Catholic, Churches of Christ, Greek Orthodox 
and Uniting Churches took part in each section of the Service. 
Guest speaker was Mrs. Aruna Gnanadason, Secretary of the All
India Christian Council and Executive Member of the World 
Council of Churches Commission on Women in Church and 
Society, who gave an inspiring address. 
A moving part of the service was when young women gift · 
bearers presented those heads of Churches present with 
earthenware pots, each planted with a seedling, and charging 
them as follows: 

"The earth in this pot represents the 
dust from which you and I, both, 
were formed. 
The seedling in this pot represents 
the potential for my fruitfulness in 
the church. 
I charge you to water the earth and 
nourish the seedling, encouraging it 
to grow to its full strength and glory. 
Do not deprive or hinder it or crush 
the seedling. 

For you are servants of the One who a bruised reed would not 
break, a smouldering wick would not snuff out, who in 
faithfulness would bring forth justice." 
These pots, whith female and male symbols linked and placed 
under the cross, have been crafted by Noele Thomson, a 
Religious Sister of Mercy of the Catholic Church. 

Leila Wilson 

UNIT ... from VICTORIA. 
• REV. FATHER THOMAS D'SOUZA, S.D.B., 
. was our special guest at the August 

f"llaf\w~ meeting and gave a vivid insight into . 
UJ~ ~ Christian life and work in Burma. -

Because of the persistent work of 
missionaries to Burma, the Church is still alive there, with 2 . 
million Christians in the community. 

Marion Dodds 

- ··' · 
COLUMBANUS COMMUNITY 
In 1983 Michael Hurley, founder and first director of the Irish 
School in Ecumenics, went on to found the Columbanus 
Community of Reconciliation in Belfast. Bringing together 
features recalling the Catholic monastic tradition as well as that 
of the Reformed Community of Taize, its members - both 
women and men from the Catholic, Anglican and Protestant 
traditions-:- make a commitment to a common rule and (apart 
from ~arned couples, who may also join) to remaining 
unmarned for the period of this commitment, which is at least 
three years. The community, whose members undertake 
various types of service in the surrounding area, is dedicated to 
prayer and work for unity in the church, justice in society and 
peace on earth. 

Robin Boyd 

I believe that Ireland has a message for the worldwide church: a 
warning, Indeed; but also a message ofhope. 
Melbourne Robin Boyd . 
March 1988 J. 

REV. ROBIN BOYD HAS RETURNED TO MELBOURNE : 
FROM IRELAND. 

HERE ARE VALUABLE SELECTIONS OF HIS BOOK 
"IRELAND: CHRISTIANITY DISCREDITED, OR 
. PILGRIM'S PROGRESS." 

HE POINTS THE WAY FOR US TO BE ECUMENICAL 
IN MELBOURNE. 

If I go with my Roman Catholic friend to his eucharist, share so 
far as I can in his experience of participation, and allow him to 
tell me what the service means to him, and how he meets with 
his Lord who is really present there,l shall never again be able to 
deny that he is "in Christ" . And when he accompanies me to my 
service - perhaps a liturgy of the Word -and knows how for 
me the reading and preaching of the Word become the means of 
my really meeting that same Lord, then we know that we are 
fellow disciples, on the same pilgrimage; we do not "refuse light 
from any quarter"; and nothing can drive us apart. 

That is · the essential work of the Irish ecumenist: to be an 
initiator, a catalyst, pioneering a particular line of action in 
order that it may later be taken up by wider groups, and 
eventually by the churches themselves acting officially. 

Crossing the road; crossing the border; crossing a threshold; 
knocking on a door; writing a letter; picking up the telephone; 
these are the ecumenical moments which produce a response, 
and the pilgrimage begins: not downhill to the city of Destruction 
as some suggest, but uphill to the Celestial City. 

A new koinonia 
The thesis of this book is that Irish Christians are being called by 
God to a new fellowship, a new koinonia, a pilgrimage together · 

·which will unite Catholic and Protestant in a single witnessing, 
serving community. It is not a pilgrimage which attempts to take 
shortcuts, to experience prematurely the fullness of communion 
which the churches are not yet ready to enter. But it is a breaking 
down of the enmity, a choosing of life, a step towards an island 
that works. 
And this koinonia already exists. 
We have looked at some of its manifestations, in interchurch 
groups of people who are committed to their churches, but also . 
committed to each other, and to the quest for justice, for peace, 
for communion. Their numbers are not great. 

It is here that the concept of "Pilgrim's Progress" can help. In the 
past evangelicals (like Cathol ics) have operated on the "tug-of
war" model: "You are in darkness: I am in the light. The only 
hope for you is to let me pull you across from darkness to light." 
For pilgrims it is different. We have all come from darkness, and 
there are still areas of darkness in our lives as individuals and 

i as churches. But Christ is the Light, and he beckons us- all of 
us- to join him. As we go forward on our pilgrim way we meet 
with others. There are things about them we cannot accept: but 
our roads are converging, and now we are pilgrims together, 
sharing our experiences, correcting our own and each other's 
failures, open to each other and to the Spirit who is leading us 
into the truth. There is nothing to fear on this road : we are not 
committing ourselves into the power of enemies, nor even 
friends: we are committing ourselves - together - to Christ. 

- Jesus calls his people to evangelism, to service, to the 
establishment of justice, peace and love. 
- Jesus call his people to the future, not the past. 

·- Jesus calls his people to pilgrimage - together 
-It's a risk 
- But in him the answer is Yes . 


