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Emilio Castro: 'Conclusions About 
Christian Unity' 

"We need to recover the passion for unity, discern in the depth of our faith its demands . .. " 
"It is essential to have a closer and more direct relation with and between the churches . .. " 
"We need to deepen the eschatological vision of the coming kingdom, as a support and inspiration for our ecumenical 
pilgrimage . .. " 

- WCC General Secretary 
EMILIO CASTRO 27/8/88 

POPE URGES US TO WORK 
TOGETHER 

Pope John Paul, in his latest Encyclical "On Social· Concerns" 
(Dec . 1987) calls Catholics, other Christians, Jewish people, and 
people of the Great Religions to work together for Peace, 
Solidarity and Development of peoples. Here are some extracts 
from his letter, followed by some comments on 'Creation

. centred theology' from Irish-born Columban missioner, Fr. Sean 
McDonagh's book "To Care for the Earth". 
The Encyclical is 'creation-centred '. 
I wish to address especially those who, through the Sacrament 
of Baptism and the profession of the same Creed, share a real , 
though imperfect, communion with us. I am certain that the 
concern expressed in . this Encyclical as well as the motives 
inspiring it will be familiar to them , for these motives are inspired 
by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We can find here a new invitation 
to bear witness together to our common convictions concerning the 
dignity of man, created by God, redeemed by Christ, made holy 
by the Spirit and called upon in this world to live a life in 
conformity with this dignity. 
I likewise address this appeal to the Jewish people, who share with 
us the inheritance of Abraham, "our father in faith" (cf. Rm 4:11 
f.) and the tradition of the Old Testament, as well as to the 
Muslims who, like us, believe in the just and merciful God. And I 
extend it to all the followers of the world's great religions. 
The meeting held on 27 October last in Assisi, the city of Saint 
Francis, in order to pray for and commit ourselves to peace -
each one in fidelity to his own religious profession- showed 
how much peace and, as its necessry condition , the 
development of the whole person and of all peoples, are also a 
matter of religion, and how the full achievement of both the one 
and the other depends on our fidelity to our vocation as men and 
women of faith . For it depends, above all , on God. 
The goal of peace, so desired by everyone, will certainly be 
achieved through the putting into effect of social and 
international justice, but also through the practice of the virtues 
which favour togetherness, and which teach us to live in unity, 
so as to build in unity, by giving and receiving , a new society and 
a better world . 
The obligation to commit oneself to the development of peoples is 
not just an individual duty, and still less an individualistic one, as 
if it were possible to achieve this development through the 
isolated efforts of each individual. It is an imperative which 
obliges each and every man and woman, as well as societies and 
nations. In particular. it obliges the Catholic Church and the other · 

Churches and Ecclesial Communities, with which we are completely 
willing to collaborate in this field . In this sense, just as we 
Catholics invite our Christian brethren to share in our initiatives, 
so too we declare that we are ready to collaborate in theirs , and 
we welcome the invitations presented to us. In this pursuit of 
integral human development we can also do much with the 
members of other religions, as in fact is being done in various 
places. 
Collaboration in the development of the whole person and of 
every human being is in fact a duty of all towards all , and must be 
shared by the four parts of the world: East and West, North and 
South; or, as we say today, by the different "worlds". If, on the 
contrary, people try to achieve it in only one part, or in only one 
world, they do so at the expense of the others; and, precisely 
because the others are ignored, their own development becomes 
exaggerated and misdirected. 

A New Model For Us 
"Solidarity is undoubtedly a Christian virtue. In what has been 
said so far it has been possible to identify many points of 
contact between solidarity and charity , which is the 
distinguishing mark of Christ's disciples (cf. Jn 13:35). 
In the light of faith, solidarity seeks to go beyond itself, to take 
on the specifically Christian dimensions of total gratuity, 
forgiveness and reconciliation . One's neighbour is then not only 
a human being with his or her own rights and a fundamental 
equality with everyone else, but becomes the living image of God 
the Father, redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ and placed 
under the permanent action of the Holy Spirit. One's neighbour 
must therefore be loved, even if an enemy, with the same love 
with which the Lord loves him or her; and for that person's sake 
one must be ready for sacrifice, even the ultimate one: to lay 
down one's life for the brethren (cf. 1 Jn 3:16). 
At that point, awareness of the common fatherhood of God, of 
the brotherhood of all in Christ- "children in the Son" - and of 
the presence and life-giving action of the Holy Spirit will bring to 
our vision of the world a new criterion for interpreting it. Beyond 
human and natural bonds, already so close and strong, there is 
discerned in the light of faith a new model of the unity of the 
human race. 
Fr. McDonagh talks about "a new theology of creation", and 
pleads to all people, especially relig ious groups, to "Care for the 
Earth". 



He writes, among other ideas: 
"Despite the article of .the Creed aff!rming the Resurrection of the 
body, the understandmg of salvation tended to reject the world 
~f nature and concentrate on redeeming people, and very often 
JUSt the soul , from the natural world. Given this dualistic 
approach to reality with its preference for the spiritual, the 
theology of creat1on, even that based on an inadequate 
cosmology, receded until it almost disappeared from manuals of 
theol~gy an~ . seminary _formation programmes. The rich 
creat1on trad1t10n of Genesis, Second Isaiah the Psalms and the 
Wisd~m lit.eratur.e in the Old T,estament was forgotten. So too the 
cr.eat1on d1m.en.s10n of .Jesus s teaching was overlooked along 
w.1th the holist1~ creat1on theology of Paul, Benedict, Francis, 
Hildegarde. of Bmgen, Me!ster Eckhart and Thomas Aquinas in 
the exclusive concentration on human salvation in a world 
beyo~d the prese~t. Only in the past thirty years, due mainly to 
the. ll'!lpetus wh1ch Teilhard's writings have given to the 

. Chnst1an .world , have theologians once again begun to search 
for .a~d d1.scoyer a new theology of creation. They are drawing 
th~1r.msp1rat1~~ from a creative dialogue with scientists, other 
religious trad1t10ns and the depths of the Judea-Christian faith . 

A Theology of Creation 
An Attitude to God 
We m!ght begin reflections on a theology of creation by asking 
what 1s the effect of the new story on our idea of God. This is the 
crucial ques~i on because our understanding of the Earth rests 
upon our att1tude towards God. As we begin our search for an 
adequate understanding of God for our era we must of course 
look at the· assumptions we bring with us, because these will in , 
;large measure determine how we view the Divine. Bacon, 
~escartes and Newton were not irreligious men. Yet it was their 
madequate emphasis on the spiritual dimension that set the 
stage for the machine age. 
Cosmic and Earth revelation is, after all, the primary revelation 
of God. It i.s also the .common.heritage. of all human beings and so 
can prov1de a fruitful bas1s for dialogue between religious 
p~ople. A .n~w spirituality which sees the Earth as permeated 
w1th the d1vme presence would undoubtedly provide the basis 
for world-wide co-operation among religious peopte today to · 
respect and care for the Earth. I believe that this new religious 
sense, especially among Christians, must permeate our concern 
for the Earth. 
In the past and even today the Judeo-Christian tradition has 
displayed . a remarkable ability to incorporate rich traditions 
from outs1de. Two of the greatest theologians of the Christian 
era, St Augustine and St Thomas Aquinas, elaborated the 
Christian faith within the framework of Platonic and Aristotelian 
philosophy in order to make it more relevant to their times. 
Today i~ Latin ~merica , liberation theologians are dojng the 
same w1th Marx1sm. Confronted with the growing ecological 
challenge we are challenged to open our minds and hearts to the 
wisdom of the scientific tradition and the creative vision of other 
religions in our efforts to respond adequately to the central 
problem of o.ur times.lf Christians succeed in bringing about this . 
transformation , a healthy, bountiful future will be in store for the 
Earth and human beings. We will be able to sing joyfully The 
Canticle of the Three Young Men: 

'Bless the Lord , all you works of the Lord , 
praise and exhalt him above all forever.' (Dan. 3:57)" 

Fr. L. Thomas. 

UNITY SERVICES IN 
AMSTERDAM 

. "Elisabeth ~eesing had been in Java concentration camps. Hetty 
Voute was m Ravensbruck. A Turkestan refugee had seen his 

. father murdered. Many Jewish children were saved by the 
underground." 
Mrs. Berna Foster, of East Preston Catholic parish and from 
Australian Church Women worshipped at Amsterdam 
commemoration services in May. She writes of the strong 
messages of ~eace.and Solida~ity, echoi.ng the thoughts of Pope 
John Paul (1n th1s Ecumemcal Affa1rs bulletin) from his 
Encyclical 'On Social Concerns'. 
In a Lutheran Church, the local committee of Churches had a 
service of Solidarity, introduced by a pastor from the Molukken 
ls_l and. Two women read from thei r diaries of war experiences . 
S1st.ers of Charles de Fourcauld prayed with foreigners and 
soc1al workers. 
In another service akin to Australia's Anzac Day, held at the 
central Square of Amsterdam, Queen Beatrix and her eldest son 
Prince Alexander, arrived with officials of Government and the 
Services, resistance movement leaders and ex-prisoners of war 
including Jews. 
Next day ~t the Begynhof of a Deanery President of Amsterdam, 
Rev. J. SUidgeest, accepted on behalf of the local St. Dominic's 
pari~h . a "pe~ce pole" .inscribed in four languages - Dutch, 
English, Russ1an. Spamsh. A Benedictine Abbot, refugees, a 
Japanese girl and former missionaries, came forward to speak 
and to plant red roses near the pole, which had come from a St. 

.Dominic's . sist.er c~urch in America. This 'peace pole' is a 
Japanese-msp1red 1dea. 10,000 have been distributed through 
the world. 

Catholics Among Australian 
Church Women 

Mr. Myra Dixon (East Preston parish) has been appointed 
President and Mrs. Barbara Lacy (Parkdale East parish) is now 
Secretary of the Australian Church Women, Victorian Unit. Both 
these Catholic ladies have served for many years, as Catholic 
representatives, on this body. 
Mrs. Betty Fleming (West Preston parish) is Publicity Officer, 
and other Catholic representatives appointed by the Ecumenical 
Affairs Commission are: · Mesdames M. Brown, B. Foster, J. 
Mack and N. Palmer, and Sisters J. McDonnell and U. Gilbert. 
Other officials are from Baptist, Uniting, Churches of Christ, 
Angl ican and Salvation Army churches. 
Australian Church Women began in 1965, bring ing together 
Inter-Church Councils. The aims are: To unite Christian women 
in fellowship, to promote understanding, to help Christian 
women take a more effective place in Church life, to provide 
worship opportunities, and to encourage service across 
national and international boundaries. 
Prayer days are arranged. Links with Asian Church Women's 
Conferenc~ are maintained. Service projects and scholarships 
are orgamsed. Delegates attend meetings of the Victorian 
Council of Churches. 



CANTERBURY COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
The Canterbury Council of Churches- of which St. Dominic's, 
Camberwell East, is a member, is one of the oldest inter-church 
councils in Melbourne and was formed in 1974. It is essentially a 
lay organization, but its meetings are frequently attended by the 
clergy of member churches. It exists to promote the unity of all 
Christian people and to serve its member churches by stimulating 
their common action in mission, witness, worship, service and 
study. It seeks to do together in the community and beyond all 
those things other than those which our present divisions 
require us to do separately. The Council arranges annually Inter
Church Services (particularly on Palm Sunday and during the 
week of prayer for christian unity), Inter Church Lenten 
Scripture Studies, Christmas Carol Services (in the Canterbury 
Gardens and in St. Domin'ic's Church with the Australian Boys' 
Choir) and occasional entertainment for senior citizens in local 
hostels. Member Churches of the Canterbury Council are: 
(1) St. Paul's Anglican Church 
(2) Canterbury Baptist Church 
(3) St. Dominic's Catholic Church 
(4) Canterbury Presbyterian Church 
(5) Canterbury Uniting Church 
(6) Highfield Road Uniting Church. 
It is hoped that before the end of 1988 St. Dunstan's Anglican 
Church and the Highfield Road Baptist Church will be active 
members of the Council. 

GROVEDALE HOME 
For many years a group of lay members of the Canterbury 
Council have been working actively in the care of homeless 
youth. Initially the Council rented a house in Grovedale Road , 
Surrey Hills, for this work, but with increasing charges for rent, 
this house had to be abandoned. The group has become known 
as the 'Grovedale Support Committee' and now manages a local 
house owned by the Ministry of Housing. The Grovedale Support 
Committee works in conjunction with Box Hill 'Open Family'. The 
house run by the group is not meant to be a permanent home, but 
a medium to long-term res idence for young homeless people 
who are trying to find their way in the world. The low rents paid 
by the residents are not sufficient to cover the rent charged by 
the Ministry of Housing, plus other costs involved in running the 

West Germany 

house, and the committee relies on generous support from local 
churches. Currently four young men aged 16-21 are living in the 
house. Every Thursday is a 'Home Night' when members of Box 
Hill 'Open Family' meet with the residents and help with 
problems. it has become clear over the years that the tragedy of 
homeless youth arises principally because of broken marriages. 
For those who have worked actively with the Canterbury • 
Council of Churches since 1974 ecumenism is a very natural and . 
an essential part of their religious experience. 

FAITH- SHARING 
A high point in ecumenism in Canterbury occurred in 
association wtih Season 2 of Renew, during Lent this year. For 
many years, the Canterbury Council has been organizing 
ecumenical Lenten Discussion Groups on Scripture. These 
meetings have been wonderful experiences in faith sharing for 
those attending. This year the Council decided that instead of 
organizing its own Lenten meetings, it would join with Season 2 
of Renew. The response from member churches was wonderfu l 
with 50 parishioners from other Christian Chu rches in the 
Council joining with 100 St. Dominic's parishioners to make up 
the groups involved in small group discussions on faith sharing . 
Season 2 ended with the celebration of the paral iturgy involving 
all those who took part in the small group meetings. A common 
theme in all contributions from the small groups to this 
paraliturgy was the extra spiritual dimension that inter-church 
participation had given to the small group meetings. 

. RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN STATE SCHOOLS 
Over the past six years the Ecumenical Programme Religion in 
life directed by the Council for Christian Education in Schools, has 
been adopted and teachers from the different denominations 
have been responsible for taking classes in both Canterbury arid 
Hartwell State Schools. Together we have arranged Prayer 
Services at the school and in neighbouring Churches. The spirit 
of co-operation and goodwill is becoming more evideni with 
nearly all children being given permission to attend classes. 

Let us pray that the spirit of Ecumenism will continue to grow 
in Canterbury. 

Forty Years On 
The foundation of the World Council of Churches in Amsterdam 
40 years ago was celebrated last week when the central 
committee met in Hanover. A large congregation gathered in the 
fourteenth-century brick Market Church in the centre of the city 
to give thanks. Music from Russia and Africa as well as old 
favourites such as "Now thank we all our God" featured in the 
multi-lingual , multi-cultural ceremony. 
The six successive assemblies of the World Council were 
recalled - Amsterdam (1948), Evanston (1954). New Delhi 
(1961). Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975) and Vancouver (1983)
and the titles of the themes were attached to a circular frame. As 
the last piece was put in place, with the congregation singing 
alleluias, the frame was hoisted up to reveal the fo rm of a ship, 
symbol of the ecumenical movement. 
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The twin poles of the work of the wee- faith and doctrine, and 
social action- were recalled by the council's general secretary, 
Dr. Emil io Castro, in his sermon. He paid tribute to the founder 
members who had believed that it was possible "to overcome 
centuries of indifference and even hatred among Christians and 
to affirm .that we are one people and must show that unity". At 
the same time the ecumenical movement "will always speak out 
against the oppression of the poor", he said , "and joyfully 
proclaim the new life which God confirmed once and for all in the 
Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ". 

After the worship ceremony, messages were read out from the 
president of West Germany, the president of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, Demetrious I. 
In his wr itten report for the business meeting of the central 
committee, Dr. Castro referred to efforts to broaden the 
ecumenical movement through participation by Catholics and 
conservative evangelicals. He said that relations between the 
World Council and the Catholic Chu rch had "followed an upward 
cu rve, with peaks and troughs and accidents". The central 
committee called for a full discussion of relations with the 
Roman Catholic Church at its next meeting in Moscow in Ju ly 
1989. 
The Roman Catholic Church is not a member of the World 
Council, though it belongs to the Faith and Order Commission. 
There is a Vatican-wee Joint Working Group, and the Roman 
Catholic Church is collaborating in the preparations for the 

0 world consultation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creati on planned for 1990. 
The seventh assembly of the World Council will take place in 
Canberra in 1991 . The theme chosen is "Come Holy Spirit 
renew the face of the earth". 

. Taken from "THE TABLET" 27/8/ 88. 



ADDRESS OF CARDINAL WILLEBRAN DS AT ZAGORSK 

A MESSAGE OF RENEWED CONFIDENCE AND HOPE 
On Monday, 6 June, Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, President of the 
Secretariat for promoting Christian Unity, participated inthe inaugural 
session of the Local Council of the Russian Orthodox Church, held at 
Zagorsk, near Moscow. Following are excerpts from that address. 

BAPTISM ESTABLISHES A STRONG BONO WITH GOD 
By baptism we have been incorporated into the Body of Chirst 
which is his Church. in it we find the spiritual nourishment to 
sustain this divine life and to strengthen and increase our faith 
and love as we look forward to the final coming in glory of our 
God, but also with everyone else who shares the same gift. We 
become more acutely aware, not only of the dignity each one has 
as a human person, but of the new and more perfect dignity 
which belongs to each one of us who, being baptized in Christ, 
"put on Christ". We become united as a people, the People of 
God, whose life in us we share in the profession of one faith, the 
celebration of the same sacraments, and the visible communion 
of the community which is the Church . .. . 
However; we know from the history of our own personal lives 
the difficulties and failures we have had in preserving our own 
fidelity to the baptism we have received in Christ. So it has been 
with Christian peoples. The failure to live that love which is the 
visible expression of a profound Christian faith has led to 
suspicion, diffidence and open hostility. 

UNITY IS GIVEN BY CHRIST 
Thus it has become possible for the Roman Catholic Church and 
the Orthodox Church to begin a common theological dialogue 
which has as its determined objective the re-establishment of 
full communion between us, a communion founded on the unity 
of faith along the lines of the experience and of the tradition 
common to the ancient Church, which will find its expression in 
the common celebration of the Holy Eucharist. 
The unity we seek is not something new, to be constructed by us. 
It is given by Christ. The tradition of the Church and the living of 
that tradition in history are the basis upon which to construct 
again that full unity which once existed. As the common 
document published in Munich in 1982 states, the joint 
commission which has been established by our Churches "want 
to show that we express together a faith which is the 
continuation of that of the Apostles". At the same time, we do not 
ignore the more recent developments in the field of theology and 
ecclesiology which have taken place. The historical 
developments of the past are also to be seen in the light of the 
theological developments of more recent times regarding the 
ecclesial practices of both the Catholic Church and the Orthodox 
Church. 
In this spirit, the dialogue has begun with a discussion of the 
elements which unite us - concretely with the sacraments of 
the Church. This does not mean that we want to avoid, or that we 
can avoid, the problems which still divide us. It does mean, 
however, that the spirit with which we face these problems is a 
positive one which should predominate even as we treat those 
questions which have grown up during the centuries of 
separation. 
This method has already had some success. The commission 
has been able to express a common conception of the Eucha,rist 
of the Church, of the relation of the Church and the Eucharist and 
has begun to explore the question of relationships between local 
Churches. It has also recognized the principle of the unity of 
faith in a possible variety of formulations and expressions, a 
principle which was al ready dear to the Apostles of the Slavs, 
Cyril and Method ius, and which was the basis of the baptism of 
Rus ' one thousand years ago. 
At the same time, the commission recognizes fnatfurffier study 
must be made on the relation between the liturgical celebration 
of the sacraments and the fai th which guides the celebration . 
Furthermore, it is ready to begin a consideration of such 
questions as proselytism and so-called uniatism which remain 
today as serious causes of dissension between our Churches. 
Here too the approach towards resolving these questions will be 
made in the light of conditions of the present century and of the 

principles which govern relations between peoples and our 
Churches today. As I have mentioned above, these principles are 
based on a spirit of mutual respect, with a real desire to avoid 
the bitterness of the past and every kind of spiritual or 
intellectual domination. 
As the theological dialogue continues its work, it is moving into 
the field of the sacrament of Orders which is at the basis of our 
Church structures and which includes that very essential notion 
of apostolic succession. Here perhaps we shall arrive at a 
deeper understanding of that full communion we are seeking 
with each other and begin our reflection on what Catholics 
believe is the role that the Bishop of Rome has, by God's design, 
in serving that communion of faith and spiritual life which is 
nourished by the sacraments and expressed in fraternal charity. 
We can be helped in this work by the words of Pope John Paul II 
addressed to a delegation of the Coptic Church in 1979, but 
equally applicable here: "Fundamental to this dialogue is the 
recognition that the richness of this unity in faith and spiritu.al 
life has to be expressed in diversity of forms. Unity- whether 
on the universal level or the local level - does not mean 
uniformity or absorption of one group by another". Furthermore, 
we can join our prayer to his when, in addressing the Ecumenical 
Patriarch in St. Peter's Basilica last December, he said:" ... in the 
perspective of this perfect communion which we wish to re
establish, I pray unceasingly to the Holy Spirit that he give us his 
light, so as to enlighten all the pastors and theologians of our 
Churches in such a way that we may search out, obviously 
together, the forms in which this ministry of the Bishop of Rome 
can be realized as a service of love recognized by one another". 

from L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO 11/7/1988. 

COME AND HEAR 

INFORMATION ON ECUMENISM 
Saturday, 8th October, 1988 

DIOCESAN CENTRE, ALBERT ST., EAST MELBOURNE 

Programme 
10.30 a.m. - Prayer- Miss Anne Duffy. 
10.45 a.m. - "Enthusiasm in Ecumenism" - Fr. Barry King, 
Chaplain , Mont Park Hospital. 
11 .00 a.m. - "What the Church says about Unity" - Fr. Geoff 
Baron - Parish Priest of Northcote. 
11.45 a.m. - "Melbourne on the Move- Local Ecumenism" - · 
Sr. Mary Lou Moorhead, RSCJ - Exec. Officer of V.C.C. 
12.30 p.m. - LUNCH - B.Y.O. Tea/Coffee available. 
1.30 p.m. - "Talkmg fogetner - World Scene - Pastoral 
Issues" - Fr. Andrew Hamilton SJ - Lecturer in Theology, 
U.F.T. 
2.30 p.m. "Working Together- The Toorak Story"- Rev . Robin 
Boyd, Minister of Wesley Uniting Church. 
3.15-3.30 p.m. - Prayer for Unity- Fr. Barry King . 

ECUMENISM: QUO VADIS? 
The National meeting of Ecumenical Commissions was at 
Newman College from 26 to 28 August. We should all pray that 
insights given should help the whole Australian Church to know 
where it is going . And how each of us can help it along the 
journey. 

In Glenroy, local churches have decided to pray: 
Every 1st Sunday for Anglicans and Assemblies of God; every 
2nd Sunday for Baptists and Catholics; every 3rd Sunday for 
Lutherans and Salvation Army; every 4th Sunday for Uniting 
Church and Wesley Methodists. If there is a 5th Sunday of the 
month, we have a bye! There are no other Christian churches in 
.the Ministers Fraternal area. 


