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1988 Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity - May 15-22 

Love 
Casts 

Out 
Fear 

1John4:18 

Our Annual Week of Prayer begins on Sunday, May 15 and ends 
on Pentecost Sunday, May 22. 
Many Parishes have prayer services. This year's theme is 

·"Love Casts Out Fear" from 1 John 4:18. Liturgy leaflets with 
appropriate prayer, readings and further suggestions, are 
available from our office on Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tel. 
662 1962 or by mail order from: 

ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION, 
P.O. BOX 146, 

EAST MELBOURNE, 3002. 
We invite every Melbourne parish and liturgy committee to 
insert Ecumenical Prayer into daily and Sunday liturgies. The 
leaflet gives a penitential prayer, a profession of faith and a 
litany. 
The only place in Italy where the Catholic and Protestant 
communities have been living side by side for centuries, is 
where the material for this year's Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity originated. The initial preparation of the material was 
done by the local Roman Catholic/Waldensian group in the 
region of Pinerolo (Turin, Italy) . 
Out of their own experiences the people of that region know 
that one of the most important tasks of the ecumenical 
movement is to reconcile Christians through the force of God's 
love, and this is reflected in the theme chosen for this year
"The love of God casts our fear". 
In their material for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
those focal; communities challenge us noHV> be satfsfied with a 
mere ecumenical facade, but to seek to tackle as frankly as 
possible the fundamental problems of theology and 
ecclesio logy. They describe the present task as being "to work 
out a programme of education and a strategy to broaden the 
ecumenical movement and bring i t into the local situation, so 
that we may grow together in the unity which the Lord has 
given us". 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unit is a specific opportunity 
for ecumenism to be given a specific local expression. 

Prayer during 'The Week' 
On May 18, at Our Lady of Victories Church, Burke Road , 
Camberwell , an ecumenical service wi ll include repre

' sentatives of Catholic , Anglican, Salvation Army and Uniting 
Church , Archbishop Woods wi ll preach . 
Broadmeadows churches will pray together on Pentecost 
Sunday, 6 p.m., at St. Thomas More, Hadfield . 

PRAYER AND ACTION 
After Week of Prayer (May 15-22), many Christians will have 'A 
Week of Living Simply' (May 22-29) . Australian Catholic Relief 
and Austral ian Cguncil of Churches have a combined program 

' called Force 10, which has 10 Annual Projects for 3rd World 
People. 
The Week of Living Simply offers ideas-fo-r-schooTS, parish
groups, and individuals to adopt recipes, personal budgets 
and self-sacrifice methods during the week. 
Details from Force 10, c/o Australian Catholic Relief, 18 
Brunswick Street, Fitzroy 3065. Tel. 416 1163. 



Church unity certain if we pray: cardinal 
By Margaret Jephson 

There will be one world Church. 

Cardinal Basil Hume believes one day the faithful will be one. 
but "the timing of it is not in our hands." 

.On unity, Cardinal Hume said it was like sovereign states 
coming together to make an agreement. 

"It is a process of growth and that growth is going on all the 
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time. The gift of unity is given here and now. Our part is to pray 
for it and work for it and to try to do things together. 
"The achieving of unity will be in God's time- whether it is the 
beginning of the next century or later is not for us to judge. " 
Cardinal Hume said that at the heart of all ecumenical dialogue 
should be the discussion of what people believe the Church to 
be. 

15th ECUMENICAL SUMMER SCHOOL 
The Summer School in Ecumenism was held at St. Mary's 
College in the Un iversity of Melbourne from February 5th-7th. 
Undoubtably the drawcard at the Summer School was 
Cardinal Basil Hume. O.S.B., the Cardinal Archbishop of 
:Westminster. His visit to Australia included attendance at the 1 

Marist Youth Festival at Ki lmore. the International Liturgy · 
Conferency in Hobart. as well as the Summer School in 
Ecumenism. 
The Cardinal gave three addresses whilst in Melbourne. The 
first, a public lecture on "The role of the laity in the light of the 
Synod", the second on "The Church as Communion", and 
finally "Spirituality". 
He stressed the importance of the Vatican II documents and our 
responsibility to be familiar with them. These documents wi ll 
be the basis of the Church's direction and development over 
the next 100 years he said. It is up to each one of us to read the 
documents for ourselves- not to rely on what others say they 
contain- and to discover their meaning for us. He singled out 
four documents particularly - the Constitution on Sacred 
Liturgy; Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation ; the 
Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World . 
Dr. Norman Young 's response to the Cardinal's talk on the 

· Church as Communion was for me one of the highlights of the 
Summer School. The Cardinal examined the understanding of 
the Church as "Koinonia", stressing the significance of our 
common baptism and incorporation into the Body ofChrist. Dr. 
Young pin-pointed the dilemma in all our churches of taking 
stands, faith and order decisions. in separation from one 
another and which seem non-negotiable. "So long as our 
communion with each other is disrupted. our communion with 
God is less than he wills for us ." 
He discussed the urgency and possibility of Eucharistic 
sharing. "To persist in saying that sharing the Eucharist can 

occur only at the culminisation of the process toward unity ... 
is to pers ist in both a logical and theological error." 
His third po int was that taking "Koinonia" as the model for 
church unity allows us to see ecumenism as both threat and 
promise. 'Th reat' because participation in the church will mean 
our becoming responsive to the decisions and views of other 
churches and their councils. And 'promise' because of the unity 
that God wills for his church. 
Another highlight for me was the shared presentation by Fr. 
Peter Cross . Dr. Dick McKinney and Rev. lan Tanner on 
"Authority in a United Church ". l was stunned at the breadth of 
the topic as it unfolded throughout the presentations. Dr. 
McKinney's re flection on 'authority expressed as service' 
spoke to my life experiences as wife and mother. He also 
emphasized the centrality of the cross and its implications to 
any christian understanding of authority. 
The participants shared their insights and experiences of the 
church in workshop groups. The reports from these groups are 
being collated by Rod Horsf ield , and will be available later in 
the year. 
Our shared prayer during the weekend . which underpins all the 
talk , was based on the style of prayer used by the ecumenical 
community at Tai ze. It provides a constant focus and reminder 
that "there is one God , one faith . one baptism; there is one God 
who is Father of All. " 

Mary Williams 

Tapes of Cardinal Hume's talks can be purchased from 
Ecumenical Resource & Learning Centre (off V.C .C.). 328 
Flinders St. . Melbourne. Phone 614 4920. 
Copies of talks given by Dr. Norman Young , Fr. Peter Cross and 
Rev. lan Tanner are available on application from Ecumenical 
Affairs Office. Albert Street, East Melbourne. 



THE COLUMBANUS COMMUNITY 
IN BELFAST 

Talk given at Centenary of Community of the Holy Name, 
Cheltenam, February 14, 1988. 

By Fr. Mal Crawford, Fawkner, P.P. 

INTRODUCTION 
It was the vision of an extraordinary Irish Priest, Fr. Michael 
Hurley, S.J. , the founder of the Irish School of Ecumenics in the 
late sixties, and the leader of the Workshops on Ecumenism at 
Melbourne Eucharistic Congress in 1973. In 1981, Fr. Michael 
was succeeded by Dr. Robin Boyd (now at Wesley Church, 
Lonsdale Street) as Director of the Irish School of Ecumenics; 
and while on a Retreat Michael sensed the need of founding a 
type of Taize Community somewhere in Northern Ireland. 
The Jesuit superiors were very understand ing of this , "It 
sounds a good idea, but is it practical?" and a two year 
feasibility study was begun in Belfast, sponsored by two 
.Clergy from each of the four Major Denominations there . Out of 
the brochure, decided upon after many discussions and 
rethinking , candidates were sought to start off the venture . 
Fifteen appl icants were considered and eventually seven 
people started as members of the original Columbanus 
Community . 
The Community was open to committed Christian people from 
the varied Traditions, who promised a three year commitment. 
Both women and men were eligible and it was set up with the 
approval of the Major Christian Denominations (i.e. Cardinal 
O'Fiaich, the Church of Ireland Archbishop of Armagh were 
among its patrons). A house was purchased at 683 Antrim 
Road, Belfast- one of the two areas in the City where Catholic 
and Protestant live side by side, and on the Feast of 
Columbanis (23rd November, 1983), the Community began . 
The challenges in Belfast - both Church and State - are 
immense - a hundred years of painful history need to be re-

. directed. No one group can realistically expect to turn the 
darkness into immediate light. Each time the Community met 
or prayed we lit a candle and prayed with the Psalmist, "IN 
YOUR LIGHT LORD, MAY WE SEE LIGHT .. . ". When more and 
more candles of light and hope begin to illuminate Northern 
Ireland, like at Corrymeela, Columba House, Rostrevor, 
Cornerstone . .. and now Columbanus, then the Light will over 
take the Darkness. 
The most important components of this Community were 
Prayer and Worship; Daily living ; and Involvement in the Wider 
Community. The praying together was primary to the success 
of such a difficult venture and I believe in fact this was largely 
accomplished. 

'LIVING TOGETHER IN THE COMMUNITY 
What would be taken for granted in Australia, of people of 
varied Chr istian Faiths shari ng the one Household , is a rarity 
in urban Belfast where most housing is strictly segregated. 
Each week there was a Community Meeting , both to discuss 
daily living and prepare for the future , making ou r shared 
vis ion a rea lity . At each meeting , the Candle was lit. "In Yo ur 
Light Lord . may we see light". Unlike most pari sh meetings 
here. a ·majority deci sion' was not deemed sufficient. Topi cs 
and decisions were discussed and listened to (sometimes for 
weeks) until a consensus was reached . In a group like this, of 
varied religious backgrounds acting on a majority decision 
would not have reflected the sensit ivity requi red . 
Normal household living : cooking, shopping , cleaning , 
building up and compiling the Library, organising the House 
for Prayer Day, Lectures, Inter-Denominational Meetings, had 
all the challenges and occasional failures of a normal 
household . The problem was one of personality differences 
rather than religious differences. This was the Witness Value of 
the community to the local citizens, and through prayer and 
shared vision, something good seemed to be happening. 
I was more restricted in Inter-Church Community Work as I 

·assisted in the Catholic district of Old Park Road (Sacred Heart 
Parish) on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays (the Parish Priest, 

Fr. Hugh Starkey, was recently out in Melbourne on holidays). 
Cross-country Community Work included directing two local 
Inter-Church Bible Groups, attending a district Third World 
monthly fast and being one of the Community's two speakers 
at district meetings (as far away as Omagh and Cavan). At the 
discussions, usually both a Protestant and a Catholic member 
shared the input. Finally, Michael Hurley and myself entered 
many local Clergy Fraternals and the three-day annual Clergy 
Seminar at Corrymeela. 
IS SUCH A COMMUNITY, LIKE COLUMBANUS OR 
CORRYMEELA RELEVANT TO THE LOCAL 
CHURCHES IN NORTHERN IRELAND? 
It is hard to talk yet about a fledgling Community like 
Columbanus, but Corrymeela (a Dispersed Community) has 
challenged people's attitude to Peace and Reconciliation. 
Many attach it for being "Unrealistic", but no one can ignore it. 
Many from various Churches and Traditions are members and 
many more support it, but the official Church support and 
involvement of official Church Groups is minimal. Three of the 
areas that are emphasized by Corrymeela are: Cross
culteration of the inner-city children, assisting "Daughters of 
the Cross" (for bereaved relatives) and also the NIMMA 
association (Mixed Marriages). 
COULD SUCH A COMMUNITY BE RELEVANT TO 
THE CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA? 
The situation in Melbourne seems a lot different from Belfast. 
There are many young people of varied backgrounds sharing 
houses in Parkville, Carlton and beyond . The last dregs of 
bigotry in Australia seemed to vanish with the mateship of 
troops in the Second World War, and the marvellous 
employment opportunities soon after. 
We (Australians) are easy going, who don't care so deeply 
about things, like the Irish do- there is no doubt- the Belfast 
people really care about religion!! Out here our dangers are 
indifferentism. a lack of faith development, especially among 
young people, who don't automatically follow the practice of 
their parents. 
Our Ecumenical thrust in Melbourne has been highlighted by 
the committed involvement of the Church Leaders, 
Archbishops Frank Woods and Frank Little. Perhaps it is to the 
more secular challenges that our religious communities 
should be di rect ing their prophetic role . 



WORLD DAY OF PRAYER -
100 YEARS OLD 
The World Day of Prayer is a prayer movement of global 
dimensions which has become the precious heritage of 
·countless Christians throughout the world . It is a world wide 
expression of mutual prayer and christian unity. The service 
began in the U.S.A. in 1887 and is now observed in 175 
countries. 
North Balwyn committee was formed in the early 1960's and 
the first service held at St. Silas' Church of England in 1964. The 
Catholic women of the area were invited to join in 1967 with 
members from St. Bede's and St. Bridget's participating . More 
recently ladies from the Greek Orthodox Church have been 
represented on the committee . 
This committee now consists of representatives from the 
following churches: St. Silas' Church of England , Baptist 
Church, Church of Christ, Trinity Uniting, St. Aidans, St. Bedes, 
St. Bridgets, the Greek Orthodox and St. Stephens Church of 
England . Services were held on a rotational basis. 
The World Day of Prayer service for this year 1988 was 
prepared by the Christian Women of Brazil around the theme 
"Open Doors" which open to all possibilities. It is God's love 
which opens the door of a full life for us. Jesus himself is this 
door. 
North Balwyn service this year was celebrated at St. Bridget's 
Catholic Church on Friday, 4th March. The service was led by 
Mrs. Mary Breheny who was assist~by readers from St. 
Bedes, St. Stephens, Church of Christ and Trinity Uniting 
Churches. Our Guest Speaker was Mrs. Ju lie Collins, a 
parishioner of St. Bridgets, who is a delegate to the National 
Council of Women. Mrs. Collins spoke on the theme of the 
service "Open Doors". It was a warm and meaningful address 
which left us with many thoughts to ponder including the 
practicality of applying the theme to our daily lives. 
The service was attended by approx. 120 lad ies from churches 
in nearby areas. Our parish priest Father Paul Ryan joined the 
ladies in the Narthex after the service. Morning tea was served 
and a time of fellowship was enjoyed by those present. 

Joan Meikle. 
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HOW TO MAKf.. ~RENEW 
ECUMENICAL AND EXTRA-

DIMENSIONAL 
"It put an extra dimension to our Second Season of Renew" 
What did? 
St. Dominic's parish, East Camberwell had 210 people at the 
final Renew night on Palm Sunday. About 60 were Anglican, 
Uniting and other Christians. Botb Mr. Leo Clarebrough, parish 

'Renew Co-ordinator, and Sr. Kathleen, parish pastoral 
·Associate, declared that the Ecumenical dimension was "one 
of the highlights of their parish Renew Season two". 
Leo Clarebrough said it was a "goal we have reached". For 
many years, the Canterbury Council of Churches has held 
ecumenical Lenten discussions. But in 1988 it was decided to 
use the Renew program as the basis of discussion. Of course 
this meant a large number of Catholics were involved. And that 
large number of Catholics were introduced to the Ecumenical 
dimension for the first time in many homes. 
A final result: For the 3rd Season of Renew, with the title of 
'Living Justly' in September, it has been decided that Anglican, 
Uniting, continuing Presbyterian, Baptist and some Salyation 
Army people will be invited to the weekly home discussions. 
Many have already accepted. 
Ecumenism in East Camberwell has been "renewed". 
Renew in East Camberwell has become ecumenical. 

From Catholic Communica
tions and Anglican Media 

Release 1988 
ECUMENISM 
"We have now reached a stage in our journey together when 
we will have to face honestly and courageously the obstacles 
which lie ahead. " 
"Christians who are divided from each other are in a poor 
position to preach peace and reconciliation to an unimpressed 
world ." 
"The question is not what kind of diversity is acceptable but 
~hat sort of plural ism is desirable." 
"We shall not respond to Christ's prayer for unity unless ou r 
.churches are praying churches. We must discuss. we must 
have commission , we must act together. but none of this will 
be of any avail unless we pray and pray earnestly." 

VALE BETTY BRODERICK 
By Berna Foster 

Ecumenism lost a purposeful and enthusiastic supporter by 
the death in August last of Pamela Beatrix (Bartels) Broderick 
better known as "Betty". Her attendance at Ecumenical 
Summer Schools at Newman College will be remembered for 
her questioning and input. Her life was a progression of 
changes involving the full use of her many talents. After early 

-education at Coburg State School , she went to Catholic Ladies 
College at 12, matriculated, did 2 years honours course, 

· became head prefect and participated actively in sport 
especially basketball . 
Betty taught at Coburg State School for 12 months, then with 
the outbreak of war joined the Munitions Supply Laboratory as 
a metrologist, she met Frank Broderick and found they had 
much in common - same Faith , similar political opinions, 
enjoyed sport, loved musical comedy. They married in St. 
Patrick's Cathedral in 1942, and lived in West Preston for 
several years . 
Betty and Frank became active in the ecumenical movement in 
the Preston Inter-church Council, and later in the Reservoir 
Inter-church Council, and she represented the Church on one of 
the Committees of the Victorian Council of Churches. Her last 
ecumenical act (shortly before her death) was as guest 
speaker at St. George's Anglican Church, Reservoir, at the 
invitation of Father Bob Davis. Frank represented the 
Archbishop for more than 20 years on the Board of the Inter
Church Trade & Industry Mission, first representing Doctor 
Mannix and later Archbishops Knox and Little. 
Forever the student, Betty was halfway through her deg.ree 
course in theology at the Yarra Theological College, and was 
really proud at receiving distinction for the 1500 word poem 
entitled "Jesus the Liberator of Women." 
She was intensely proud of her children and their 
achievements: Damien, Majella, Anthony, John, Frank and 
Michael, and considered herself especially blessed with the · 
ordination of Tony in St. Gabriel's Church in November 1979. 


