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PEACE, JOY, AND THE LOVE OF 
CHRIST, TO YOU ALL, NOW, 

AND THROUGH THE COMING 
BI-CENTENNIAL YEAR. 

SOME QUICK ANSWERS FROM THE NEW 
VCC PRESIDENT 

Fr. Peter Cross has been appointed President of the Victorian 
Council of Churches. This is a great challenge to Peter and an 
honour fo r Melbourne Catholics. 

We asked Peter to give a few short answers to basic questions 
about the value of his appointment. 
Q: How will the Catholic Church in Melbourne be affected by this 
fi rst appointment of a Catholic as President of the V.C.C.? 
Fr. Peter: Catholics have welcomed it warmly and wished me 
well. Structurally I don't believe that it will affect the Cathol ic 
Church in Melbourne immediately, because one of our 
difficulties is how to translate what happens in ecumenical 
forums into the mainstream life of the Churches. In Melbourne 
the Catholic Church has such a wide assembly of people, so it is 
harder to communicate. · 
Q: How wil l the other churches of the Council be affected? 
Fr. Peter: Again it has been welcome news and I have received 
various invitations to participate in activities with other 
Churches and also with the Jewish community. I have been 
invited as President of the VCC to these events. Up to now I have 
not received any such invitations from within the Catholic 
Church. 
Q: What does the VCC do which is of benefit to Catholics? 
Fr. Peter: It can make Catholic members much more aware that 
there are other churches. In turn , these members can feed their 
experiences back into the Catholic Church. The International 
Year of the Homeless has been taken up strongly by the VCC, and 
this support has resulted in wider interest within the Catholic 
media. 
Q: For how long have Catholics been involved in the V.C.C.? 
Fr. Peter: In 1979, with Archbishop Frank Little , the Melbourne 
Archdiocese became an official member, after many years as 
observer. Ballarat diocese also joined . Many Melbourne 
Catholics serve on sub-committees or commissions which meet 
with Anglican , Uniting, other churches , and also with Jewish 
people. These groups take up special interests of the Christian 
churches of Melbourne. This ecumenical process is growing 
year by year, for example in social questions, Community 
relations, Youth and Womens' issues. 
Q: Where do you think the Victorian Council of Churches can 
move forward in the immediate future? 

Fr. Peter: In 1991 , the World Council of Churches will meet in 
Canberra. The Victorian Council of Churches will be a useful 
forum for the discussion of the Theme of the WCC Assembly and 
for relaying this to member churches for deeper reflection. The 
vee might take up social questions, family issues, 
homelessness. Also, the VCC can re-invigorate local 
Ecumenism. 
Q: Is it true that the Unity of Christian churches will likely have a 
stronger effect on outsiders, than the current style of divided 
Christian churches operating singly? 
Fr. Peter: Unity for Mission is one of the firm bases of the 
Ecumenical movement. In Australia, when the Churches speak 
with a divided voice, few people will listen, or will listen only to 
ridicule. 

IMPORTANT: This "Ecumenical 
Bulletin" is sent to all parish priests 
in Melbourne. (Not to assistants, 
because of cost! ) 
So please make it available to other 
priests in your presbytery, common 
room, or wherever. 

- Editors. 



BANYO,S INSTITUTE FOR 
THE STUDY OF 

ECVMENISM - 1987 
If the Ecumenical movement is the movement of the Holy Spirit 
and if that movement of the Holy Spirit calls us to continual 
conversion of heart, then I believe that during my month in 
Brisbane I had a conversion of heart, and one that must continue 
to cause a change in me. I now see the importance and the 
function of Ecumenism in a new light. Before I was superficially 
involved and to some extent unconvinced that unity of the 
Churches was even possible. For this change of heart, for the 
new vision I've gained , I am truly grateful. I earnestly hope that 
our Commission will encourage as many as possible to attend 
the Institute which will undoubtedly strengthen our Catholic 
involvement in the Ecumenical movement. Furthermore, the 
Institute's future depends on the number of students applying. 
The Institute was so organised that each of the four weeks could 
be followed as a complete unit in itself. Those of us who followed 
the four weeks, sixty hours in all, received a Certificate, stating 
this fact, at the end of our final Mass. 
The maximum number of students who attended the Institute 
was 16. Of these 16, 7 were lay, 4 were priests and 5 were 
religious sisters. Seven students lived-in at the Seminary. 
The topic for the first unit of work was "Catholic Principles of 
Ecumenism." The week was spent looking at who belongs to the 
Church; the concept of "subsists in"; "Koinonia· ; Primacy and 
College of Bishops and Eucharistic hospitality. Fr. Michael 
Putney gave the input for this week. 
The second week's unit of work was on the history of the 
"breaks" in the Church which was given by Fr. Tom Boland. He 
went at a galloping pace throughout the week which proved to 
be necessary in order to cover the material. I found the content 
and his presentation excellent. He certainly knows his material 
.and presented it in such a way that he held one's attention and 
interest and created a desire in the hearer to want to read that 
period of history again. 
The third week was Peter Cross' unit of work . Here we took the 
topic of "Eucharist" and studied it from the various Dialogue 
texts and thus established techniques and processes for our 
own further study of other sections of the Dialogues. The group 
really appreciated Peter and drew on his theological expertise to 
answer their many and varied questions. 
The fourth and final week was given to practical ecumenism . 
This was led by Br. Eric Blumenthal. He had prepared an 
enormous breadth of material. Apart from looking at the topics 
of Spiritual Ecumenism, Inter-Church Marriages, Local 
Ecumenism, Inter-Church Councils, we touched on the various 
study programs available, books, magazines, and ecumenical 
organizations operating, e.g. "Christians in Dialogue", "The 
Association of Interchurch Families ." During this week we were 
fortunate to visit an Ecumenical school , "John Paul" College in 
Daisy Hill: One of its teachers was a student at the Institute. Also 
we heard of the Ecumenical experiences of the "Emmanuel 

·Community" by one of the elders, Shayne Bennett. 
To finish , I'd like to use Peter Cross' comments : "Ecumenism is a 
matter of the heart. We need to have a deep desire to be one, a 
THIRST TO BE ONE". 

Sr. Mary Lotton, 
Asst. Secretary of Ecumenical Affairs Commission. 

·VCCYOUTH 
WORKER 

The Vlctor1ari Council of Churches will employ a FIELD 
WORKER FOR YOUTH, beginning in February 1988. 
This person will represent on such bodies as the Inter
Church Youth Committee, working at present for 4 hours a 
week. 

A Week of Prayer - and 
a Week of Living Simply · 

After the Week of Prayer on Pentecost Sunday, May 22, next 
year, Christians will be asked to 'live simply' for a week. 
Australian Catholic Relief and the World Christian Action 
agency of the Australian Council of Churches will offer ideas 
through their combined program Force 10 from May 22-29. 
Recipes for many simple meals, an education study guide and a 
planning sheet for the week will be made available. These will be 
specially valuable to parish groups, school classes, and to 
youth , but also to individuals in their own home. 
Organisers of such groups will receive worship, games and meal 
resou rce kits. Groups will be encouraged to register well in 
advance. They will also be asked to organise a simple local 
community service project, seeking sponsors. 
"Our Week of Prayer can now result in a plan of local action by 
members of Christian churches," Melbourne priest Fr. Len 
Thomas said, in his dual role as Melbourne director of 
Australian Catholic Relief, and as a member of our Ecumenical 
Affairs Commission, Melbourne. 
"Here is a chance for parish groups, including youth groups, and 
for school classes to get their teeth into ecumenism, especially 
now that the Week takes place during school term these days", 
he said . 
Force 10 was first taken up by Australian Catholic Relief in 1972. 
Over 15 years it has grown as a great ecumenical endeavour, 
raising more than $700,000 annually for 10 development 
projects, and approved by a combined committee of Catholic 
and Council of Churches officials. 
Each year there is a 'Project of the Year' . In 1987, Hong Kong 's 
housing estates and Kenya's need for clean water, were projects 
tackled by youth groups in those countries with Force 10 funds. 
Other monthly projects were funded for a variety of 
Development projects . 
Force 10 members in Australia- about 12 Melbourne schools 
have taken up combined membership- try to give a minimum 
($60 per year ($6 a month) to specific projects. In return they 
receive a detailed monthly report with facts, pictures and 
personal accounts of the particular project. 
These projects, 10 a year, are selected in advance by the 
combined ecumenical committee. 
The theme of the 1988 Week of Prayer is: 
"The love of God casts out fear" from 1 John 4:18b. 
Perhaps this emphasis on "living simply" is a great way to live 
out the Scripture theme. · 



ECUMENICAL ACTIVITY IN 
THE KEILOR MUNICIPALITY 

In 1982 an additional page to ecumenical activities in the Keilor 
area was turned when representatives from the 4 mainline 
denominations, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Church of Christ and 
Uniting were called together to help establish the Women's 
Wo~ld Day of Prayer in the area. When the committee met, they 
dec1ded that meeting once a year was insufficient so a decision 
was made to hold an Ecumencial Fellowship Day between each 
day of prayer. This is usually held in October at Brimbank Park, 
Keilor, which has excellent facilities for such a function. The 
theme from the Day of Prayer is followed through and use made 
of the study material at the back of the prepared Order of 
Service. The prayer & fellowship day usually begins at 10 a.m. 
and concludes at 2 p.m. There is at times, a guest speaker. Group 
work, prayer together, meditations, praise, are all ingredients of 
the Fellowship Day. The organising committee meets twice a 
year as well to plan both the Women's World Day of Prayer and 
the Fellowship Day. Those who attend, find them times of real 
spiritual refreshment and inspiration. 

(Rev.) Elaine M. Oliver, 
Uniting Church Minister, Keilor Parish . 

*********************** 
NORTH BALWYN INTER-CHURCH 

COUNCIL 
North Balwyn Inter-Church Council is alive and well. The 9 
~emb~r churches, in our area each appoint 5 representatives , 
mcludmg 1 youth member, and on an average 25-30 people 
·attend our quarterly meetings. These commence at 6.15 p.m. 
with a simple informal buffet meal , which allows freedom to 
move around and chat and therefore get to know one another 
better. Since changing to this time there has been an increase in 
friendliness, and warmth. After a brief business meeting we 
usually have an interesting guest speaker. We also hold 4-6 
executive meetings each year and are affiliated with V.C.C. 
While Fr. J. O'Shea (now retired) was at St. Bridget's he initiated 
holding an agape prayer meal, which 7 years later is still held 
annually on a rotation basis. 
A .hi_ghlight this year was when Pr~fessor George Yule (Uniting 
Mm1ster and Professor of Church History) presented a series of 3 
talks on Unity, which were open to all. Those who attended could 
not help but catch the excitement and enthusiasm and certainty 
of Professor Yule. The words in John 17 and Colossians 2 & 3 
literally leapt from the pages to confront and make al ive God's 
faith in us. As a result of this the churches in North Balwyn will 
arrange to worship together from time to time, possibly 
commencing on the 5th Sundays of the year. Also we are 
encouraged to join in services with our christian brothers and 
sisters in Christ on an individual basis. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for the world to see that though we have some 
differences our reconciliation in Christ is real. Professor Yule is 
fascinating to listen to, as he points out the full importance and 
truth of St. Paul's words. He emphasised that as real as our 
differences are, they are not as important as the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have renewed confidence to 
continue our work towards unity in Christ. 

Professor Yule is keen to speak to grops. He has written a small 
book entitled "Mission and Unity in Christ" which is well worth 
reading. 
We are grateful to Rev . Bruce Alcorn for initiating a Prayer 
Breakfast in our area 18 months ago. Each 6 months about 20 
meet at 7.30 a.m. for prayer, followed by a basic breakfast of 
toast and cereal and wonderful fellowship. Hopefully in the 
future we will meet for prayer more often. 
This year we are joining with Doncaster /Templestowe for a 
Carol Service at Shoppingtown. Each year we distribute 9000 
individually printed Christmas Cards to homes in the area . 
listing times of services for Christmas and advertising the Caroi 
Service. 
We are planning to place more emphasis on Week of Prayer for · 
Christian Unity next year. This year we held one combined 
service at St. Silas' Anglican Church, using the prepared leaflet. 
We also plan to have a post lenten bible study ending with Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Val Lennox. 

••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
"WHEN I NEEDED A 

NEIGHBOUR, WERE YOU 
THERE~" 

The above heading was the theme of the National Conference 
and Seminar of Australian Church Women held at Henley Beach, 
South Australia, from September 12-18, 1987. The Conference 
was attended by over 100 participants, including the executive 
of Asian Church Women Conference; Church Women United of 
Aotearoa New Zealand; delegates and observors from State 
Units. Mrs. Myra Dixon, (Catholic) President-elect, and your 
writer were the official observers for the Victorian Unit of 
Australian Church Women. Mrs. Betty Fleming (Catholic rep.) 
attended as a Conference visitor. 
The Opening Service was held in the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, Henley Beach, and the Rev. Dr. D'Arcy Wood, president 
of Australian Council of Churches, was the Guest Preacher. Rev. 
Wood mentioned the desirability of good links between ACW and 
ACC. Prior to the heavy business sessions, greetings were 
received from all major denominations, including the Catholic 
Women's League of South Australia and Australian Council of 
Churches. 
The Asian Church Women's Conference executive consisted of 
- President, Mrs. Maya Michael of India; Vice-President, Mrs. 
Barbara Grealy (Roman Catholic, Australia): Executive 
Secretary, Mrs. Eunice Kim (Korea); Assembly Secretary, Mrs. 
Dorothy Haensel (Australia); and committee members - Miss 
Wong Siong Ting of Malaysia; Mrs. Monica Mannan of 
Bangladesh and Miss Ingrid Pi-Ying Hong of Taiwan. These 
wonderful Christian women conveyed many of the problems 
experienced and shared too by our Austral ian women, and their 
commitment and at times, suffering, left an indelible impression 
on all. 
One most interesting address was given by Mrs. Muriel Ollson.ln 
1936, at five years of age, Muriel and other small children were 
taken to Oodnadatta Receiving home by police in trucks because 
they were half-caste aborigines. High beds, clothes, language 

. etc. were completely unknown to these children, they were used 
to the love and security of the family around the fire in front of 
their wurly. Away from her family, this little girl was comforted 
by Psalm 121 ("God never slumbers nor sleeps") and became a 
child of God, becoming aware of God as her Father. 
Muriel is a double-certificated nurse, who started a clinic in Port 
Augusta, 1976-83, with Government funding for health services. 
Muriel urged for Prayer for all nations represented in Australia, 
that there will be a coming together- "humble themselves, turn 
away from their wicked ways, and God will forgive and heal". 
The two-day Seminar was entitled "The Ethics of Tourism", and 
the keynote address- "A Room with No View"- was given by 
Rev. Peter Holden, Executive Secretary, World Christian Action 
- Australian Council of Churches. After viewing films, group 
discussions and sharing with our Asian sisters in Christ, the 
Conference expres~ed concern about the social and economic 



implications of tourism and tourists as they a-ffect- family life, 
religious observances, cultural values , the rise of prostitution , 
the exploitation of local res idents. Further action by Australian 
Church Women State Units and members, by way of 
recommendations to Australian Council of Churches and 
Federal Government, left us with the knowledge that something 
was gained and will be achieved by our study and prayerful 
action. 
Our theme ... Neighbour . . . yes , we were certainly 'neighbour' 
to each other, thus fulfilling one of the aims of Australian Church 
Women to encourage fellowship and service across national 
and international bou~dar i es . We prayed , studied, worked , 
cared for and laughed together, truly one in Christ. 

POPE TO ARCIC II 

Barbara Lacy, Catholic rep . 
Asst. Secretary, Victorian Unit, 
AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN. 

The Holy Spirit calls 
and sustains us 

I 

On 2 September the Holy Father went to the summer house of the English 
"College at Palazzolo, where he met the members of the second Anglican
RomaniCatholic International Commission and spoke to them as follows: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I 
wish to express my appreciation for the kind invitation of Cardinal 
Willebrands to be with you today, here in the summer house of the 
Pontifical English College, so close to my residence in 
Castelgandolfo , on the occasion of the plenary session of the 
second Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission. 
This meeting calls to mind that day in 1982 when I journeyed to 
Canterbury at the invitation of Archbishop Runcie. It was then 
that this Commission was constituted with a mandate to 
examine all those things which stand in the way of fuller 
communion between Roman Catholics and Ang licans. With the 
publication of Salvation and the Church the Commission shared the 
fruit of its labours in probing the heart of the Reformation 
controversies. Your present study of the theology of communion 
is also of great importance. It is my hope that in pursuing this 
topic you wil l be able to discern more clearly the steps towards 
that unity which· is the will of Christ for his followers. 
The path of dialogue may be long , but we must not lose heart. 
The Ho ly Spirit has called us to the ecumenical task and it is he 
who will sustain us with his grace. We may draw i nspiration and 
strength from the words of the Prophet: "From this time forth I 
make you hear new things, hidden things which you have not 
known. They are created now, not long ago; before today you 
have never heard of them, lest you should say, 'Behold , I knew 
them' " (Is 48: 6-7). 
These words of Isaiah rem ind us of the humility required of those 
who would search for unity along the road marked by God. We 
must respond with an open heart to his grace - that grace 
which summons us to conversion , to new knowledge and to new 
life . 
My friends: I assure you of my prayers for yourselves and for the 
important work in which you are engaged . May God enl ighten 
your minds and bless your deliberations, so that you may 
discern his will and know his purpose. · . . 

"(To) him who by the power at work within us is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and 
ever. Amen" (Eph 3: 20-21) . · · 

from L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO 

FIFTEENTH 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

in 
ECUMENISM 

EXPERIENCE 
of 

CHURCH 
5th - 7th FEBRUARY, 1988 

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE 
within 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

The Speakers-
GEORGE BASIL CARDINAL HUME, OSB, a Benedictine monk from 
Ampleforth , formerly Abbot of the Monastery. He was appointed 
Archbishop of Westm inster in 1976 and until recently was the 
President of the Bishops' Conference of Eu rope. He is an out 
standing churchman and we welcome him as a leader of the 
Ecumen ical Movement. 
REV. DR. NORMAN YOUNG, formerly Principal of the Theological 
Hall of the Uniting Church, currently Professor of Systematic 
Theology at the United Faculty of Theology at the University of 
Melbourne; member of the World Methodist/Roman Catholic 
Commission . 
PETER CROSS led our discussion on the Eucharist two years ago 
and his time will be part of a team to tackle the subject of 
Authority. He lectures at Catholic Theological College and is on 
the formation staff of Corpus Christi College. Th is year he was 
elected President of the Victorian Council of Churches. 
REV. DR. RICHARD McKINNEY is Maynard Lecturer in Theology 
at Trin ity College, Director of Trinity Theolog ical School and 
teaches Systematic Theology at the United Faculty ofTheology. 
REV. IAN TANNER is Principal of Parkin-Wesley Theological 
College of the Uniting Church in South Australia and President of 
the Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia. 
We are fortunate to have as Moderator this year the newly
appointed Moderator of the Uniting Church in Austral ia 
(Victorian Synod) REV. HAMISH CHRISTIE-JOHNSTON. He is 
Executive Secretary of the Division of Field Services of the 
Uniting Church, a long-time leader of the Ecumenical Movement 
in Australia and we welcome him back to the Summer School. 
Leader of ou r worship will be SISTER MARINA BRENNAN , a 
member of the Brigidine Order, Director of the Carmelite Institute 
of Spi ritual ity at Donvale, former member of the Liturgy 
Commission of the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
Get your parish representatives to enrol NOW: Ring Mrs. Mary 
Williams 877 3315. 


