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This emphasis was launched on
Pentecost Sunday with an “Ideas
Forum” in the gardens of the
Cathedral, at which all agencies
and departments and other

groups in the Archdiocese were invited to set
up a stall to highlight the work that they are
doing.

Our stall was staffed by Fr Peter Kenny,
Sister Margaret Galvin, Fr Denis Stanely, 
Fr Franco Cavarra and David Schütz.

Since that time, the Archbishops’
Committee for Mission has completed its
report. The Report stressed that every agency
and department of the Archdiocese must give
evangelisation a central place in its vision.

Some may wonder how Evangelisation and
Ecumenism, or Evangelisation and Interfaith
Dialogue, are related to each other. Some
deny any relationship at all, believing that the
Church is called to speak of Christ only to
practicing Catholics, lapsed Catholics or those
who have no belief at all. But in sending us
out to all the world, Christ also sends into
relationships with other Christians and other
religious believers.

Fr John Dupuche, in his submission to the
Committee on the relationship between
Interfaith Dialogue and evangelisation, cited
John Paul II’s statement in Redemptoris Missio
(55): “Interreligious dialogue is part of the
Church’s evangelising mission.” He described
the many interfaith activities that are already
being sponsored by the Archdiocese, chiefly
through the Catholic Interfaith Committee,
and said that 

“In this way something of the mission of
evangelisation has been fulfilled ‘to tell the
world the truth of God revealed in Jesus
Christ’. Our openness to hear the ‘seeds of the
Word’ found in other faiths allows us to be
‘witnesses more than teachers’.”

In a separate submission on the
relationship between Ecumenism and
Evangelisation, David Schütz wrote: 

“There is an intimate relationship between
mission and the unity of the church which is
already made clear by Christ himself in John
17:20-21: ‘I do not pray for these only, but
also for those who believe in me through
their word, that they may all be one; even as
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be in us, so that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.’ This is the
foundational text for ecumenism, but it is
equally foundational for the mission of the
Church.”

Certainly the Commission knows that it is
not the role of either ecumenical or inter-
religious dialogue to seek to convert our
dialogue partners to the Catholic Church. But
giving a clear witness to Jesus Christ and his
revelation is central to our vision. Our brief is
to relate to other Christians and other faiths
in Melbourne, and therefore we also are an
essential part of the evangelising mission of
the Archdiocese.
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Pentecost ideas forum

Since the conclusion of the
Archdiocesan Pastoral focus
“Contemplate-Launch Out” in May,
the Archbishop, Denis Hart, has
shifted the focus of the Archdiocese
onto the call to evangelisation. 
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FEATURE EVENT

better understanding of each other’s faiths
through personal contact, and planted the seeds
of future networking and extended contact
between the leaders of the Abrahamic religions.

The event was held at the Edmund Rice
Conference Centre, ‘Amberley’, on the banks of
the Yarra River at Lower Plenty. This relaxing
and tranquil environment was further blessed
by the Creator with the first warm days of
Spring, enhancing the goodwill that was already
growing among the participants. 

One of the Christian participants, David
Schütz, came away from the conference with a
greater sense of relatedness to the Jewish and
Muslim communities. 

“Interfaith dialogue is never about trying to
create one world religion,” he said, “but it is
about seeking for harmony between the
religions. Some Christians are still scandalised
by the notion that the God of Israel, the God of
Jesus Christ and the God the Muslims call
“Allah” are all one God. But it is true! Despite
our different affirmations about God and
different ways of worshipping him, we each
seek to worship the one God who revealed

himself to Abraham. That has to have
implications for our relations with one
another.”

Many participants wanted to find a way
of continuing to relate to one another after
the conference. The organising committee
hopes that this will be just the first of a
regular annual retreat and that, by
developing a growing pool of people who
are committed to and able to lead interfaith
dialogue, more and more will be drawn
into the program. The final result can only
be the good of the Australian community as
a whole.

For further information:
Rabbi Jonathan Keren Black, 
Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive Judaism,
Phone 9819 7160
Mr David Schütz, Executive Officer of the
Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission,
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne,
Phone 9926 5708
Mr Bilal Cleland, Islamic Community
Council of Victoria, Phone: 9387 5003

“The few people I told I was coming said:
‘Be careful! You know what these people are
like,” said Orthodox Rabbi Ian Goodhart,
one of the participants. “Well, now I do –
you are very nice people.”

Organised by the Jewish-Christian-
Muslim Conference of Australia (JCMA) the
conference (held August 23-26) took a new
path in interfaith dialogue. The first of its
type to be held in Australia, the JCMA
Conference was patterned on a series of
interfaith conferences that have been held in
Europe every year since the initiative was
taken by a group at Bendorf in Germany 31
years ago.

The 15 people from each faith included
leaders and clergy, lay people active in the
life of their communities, academics, welfare
and community support professionals, and
tertiary students. Together they shared
personal experiences, held group
discussions on their religious beliefs, heard
about the community life of each religion,
and were present at each other’s prayers. 

One of the most enriching aspects of each
day was beginning in the morning with
group study around the texts of each faith.
On Tuesday morning, the Jewish
participants presented the story of Jacob
wrestling with God (Genesis 23:23-32). The
next day, the Christians presented the story
of the Walk to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35).
On the last day, the Muslims presented Sura
103 “Al-’Asr”.

Although the formal session times took
up most of the day, the times of eating
together, washing dishes, drinking coffee
and telling jokes (“I have never heard so
many Jewish jokes!”, commented one
Muslim participant) were rich and
rewarding. The Conference was a real
meeting of those who had previously been
“strangers” to one another. It encouraged

living together?
Jews, Christians 

and Muslims

What happens 
when you take 
15 Christians, 

15 Jews and 
15 Muslims and
send them on a 

4 day live-in
retreat together?

Above, clockwise from top: 
Afshan Mantoo, Pat Graham and
Rabbi Linda Josephs.

Left:
Rabbis Fred Morgan, 
Ian Goodhardt, Rev Paul Tonson,
Barney Zwartz, Orhan Cicek



centres like Baxter Detention
Facility, see the conditions for
themselves, and be like good
Samaritans to the detainees held
there; and to support Aboriginal
people who feel their self-
determination is being threatened
by government moves to abolish
the elected ATSIC (Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Commission)
and replace it with an appointed
advisory council.
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Rev. Dr Samuel Kobia, the general
secretary of the World Council of
Churches (WCC), attended the
National Council of Churches in
Australia’s (NCCA’s) forum in
Adelaide, South Australia. Before the
NCCA forum, he spent a day with
Aboriginal people in Port Augusta
and three hours visiting detainees in
Baxter, just outside Port Augusta.

Dr Kobia issued two challenges to
Australian Christians. He appealed
to Christians to visit detention

INTERFAITH FEATURE

Organised jointly by the
Australian Intercultural
Society, the Catholic
Interfaith Committee and the
Centre for the Study of

Jewish Civilisation, the 3rd International
Abraham Conference was held at the Fitzroy
campus of the Australian Catholic
University. 

The conference witnessed members of
Melbourne’s Muslim, Christian and Jewish
communities putting all prejudices aside in
an attempt to harmoniously participate in
an international event promoting
understanding of and tolerance towards the
three Abrahamic faiths. The result was a
highly informative and intuitive event.
Several keynote presentations, explorations
and workshops culminated in
recommendations to be forwarded to state
authorities.

The Conference was officially opened on
the Saturday night by welcoming all
participants and thanking those involved in
planning the event. The keynote speaker of
the evening was the former governor of
Victoria Sir James Gobbo, who highlighted
the fact that dialogue must increase and this
must  be at all levels from the faith
community leaders to the humblest religious
adherents. Sir James held the strong view
that there is a call for ongoing and increased
dialogue and there should be a whole series
of community projects funded where the
most important ingredient would be the
participation of different religious groups in
the realisation of community projects. 

Others who addreessed the audience
included Professor Gabriel McMullen (Pro-
Vice Chancellor, ACU), Bob Sercombe MP
and Minister Kevin Andrews. Following the
Keynote Address, the Western Thrace Sufi
Group enthralled all with their spiritual
music performances. The international
guests Prof. Ibrahim Ozdemir and Dr
Debora Weissman responded to Sir James
presentation.

The second day of proceedings revolved
around the panel discussion and workshops
on the following topics: Overcoming
misunderstandings; Clash of Civilisations;
Fundamentalism and Religions in
Transformation; The Role of Religion in the
Public Square; Community and
Communication; Education or
Indoctrination; Praying Together; Gender
and Religion.

The Conference concluded with all
participants devising a strategic approach
towards the breaking of barriers and
establishing a more tolerant society. The
following recommendations came out of the
concluding plenary session:

Dr Kobia outside Baxter
Detention Centre.

‘Protestant Pope’
visits Australia

* Seek opportunities to experience the
“Other”
* Network with new people, by making real
friendships, gathering for meetings, continue
links after conference
* Education in tolerance to start at school and
then through family
* Religion should not be left out of
Government priorities
* Stereotypes can be broken down through
personal contact and education

Plans are already underway for the 2005
Abraham Conference, which will be realised
with the continuing combined support of the
Muslim, Catholic and Jewish communities.

The weekend of the 22 and 23 May 2004 will be remembered as a weekend
of paramount significance for the members of the Jewish, Christian and
Muslim communities in Melbourne. 

3rd Annual International and
Interfaith Abraham Conference

Anti-Vilification Network

For a number of months now, an
“Anti-Vilification Network” has been
meeting at the West Melbourne
Mosque in Jeffcott Street. Concerned
about the issues which gave rise to the
VTAC case against “Catch the Fire
Ministries”, this group of Jews,
Christians, Muslims and others aims at
informing one another about issues of
vilification as they arise. They also seek
to do what they can to prevent such
vilification from happening in the first
place. The group meets about once a
month, or as need requires. This is a
network group, not a council or a
committee, so if you are interested in
knowing more and want to be a part of
the growing effort to eradicate
vilification from our community,
contact David at the office on 
9926 5708. 



Australian churches
signed a covenant
during the Fifth
National Forum of the
National Council of

Churches in Australia (NCCA). The
Forum was held in Adelaide on the
9th to the 13th of July.

Church leaders have hailed it as
one of the most significant events in
Australia’s ecumenical history. “It’s an
international benchmark,” NCCA
president, Rev Professor James Haire,
said.

“No one else, I believe, anywhere in
the world, has been able to produce
anything quite as
comprehensive as this. 

“It’s true that the US is
working towards something
similar – but that doesn’t
include the Catholics.”

In fact, this covenant
includes all of the 15
member churches to varying
degrees: Anglican,
Antiochian, Armenian,
Assyrian, Churches of
Christ, Congregational,
Coptic, Greek, Lutheran,
Religious Society of Friends,
Catholic, Romanian,
Salvation Army, Syrian, and
Uniting churches. 

The Preamble to the Statement
says:

“In Australia, the formation of the
National Council of Churches in 1994
was an expression of the churches
covenanting together, seeking to draw
some of the consequences for their
own life.  Now, their response to the
invitation to engage in a covenanting
process is another act of commitment
to one another as a further stage on
the way to visible unity.

“The nature of the current
covenanting proposal ...is multi-
dimensional. This is because it is
recognised that the possibilities for
co-operation and commitment
between the churches are many and
varied. In other words, the nature of
the covenant/agreement into which a
church will enter with each of the
other churches will have different
dimensions that express the extent of
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NEWS FEATURE

Australian Cardinal Edward Cassidy, the former
president of the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity,
and an honoured friend of the ecumenical movement
in Australia, celebrated his 80th birthday on July 5th.
By turning 80 he becomes “officially retired” as a
cardinal, and is no longer eligible to vote in the next
papal election. 

Born in Sydney, Australia, Cardinal Cassidy was
ordained to the priesthood in 1949, and after studies
in Rome began a career in Vatican diplomacy. He
served in India, Ireland, El Salvador, Argentina,
Taiwan, Bangladesh, South Africa, and the
Netherlands. Returning to Rome in 1988, he was an
assistant Secretary of State for some months before
being named president of the Pontifical Council for
the Promotion of Christian Unity in 1989, remaining
in that post until his retirement in 2001. He was raised
to the College of Cardinals by Pope John Paul II in
1991.

Cardinal Walter Kasper, who visited Australia last
year, took over from Cardinal Cassidy at the PCPCU
when he retired in 2001. There are now 190 members
of the College of Cardinals, of whom 124 are eligible
to vote in a conclave.

the co-operation and commitment
that is possible between them at this
stage of the ecumenical journey.

“The process since 1996 has been
an invitation to the churches, at the
national level, to take specific steps
towards a more visible expression of
unity, to move towards a deeper
experience of communion (koinonia).

“Covenanting together at the
national level will also give a lead; it
will be ‘permission-giving’! The nature
of the agreement between any two
churches nationally will open
possibilities, provide guidelines, and
give encouragement to their

congregations to covenant
together locally.  Above all,
any agreement between
two or more churches will
be a sign that we are being
called into that unity of
the Church, which is
Christ’s future for the
Church.”

The Covenanting
Together document
consists of several sections.

All member churches
signed “A declaration of
intent” (see box), followed
by their commitment to
join in common prayer
with one another, to

intercede and care for one another,
and to explore with one another our
Christian convictions and their
present application. Then follows
several specific agreements, to which
varying member churches agreed,
including recognition of each other’s
baptism, willingness to shared the use
of physical resources (eg. church
buildings), and exploring ways of
doing mission together. Those areas
which received only little enthusiasm
from member churches included
working towards recognising each
other’s ministries and orders
(Anglican, Lutheran, Uniting and
Churches of Christ only), and inviting
members of other churches to receive
holy communion in their church
(Uniting Church and Churches of
Christ only). 

Full details may be found on the
NCCA’s website at: www.ncca.org.au

Cardinal Cassidy marks 80th birthday 

National Council of Churches

Forum
Covenant

&

NCCA Declaration of Intent

As member churches of the National Council of
Churches in Australia,

We RE-AFFIRM our commitment to one another
as partners on the ecumenical journey;

We BELIEVE that we are being blessed in our
generation to witness the action of the Spirit in
drawing the Churches in a common search for a
fuller expression of unity;

We REJOICE in all we have in common and
GIVE THANKS for the richness of our diversity,
though recognising that our disunity is a hindrance
to the Church’s mission;

We RECOGNISE ONE ANOTHER as
Communities of Faith, Hope and Love, committed
to following Christ and pledged to serve God’s
kingdom;

We therefore MAKE A COMMITMENT TO
EACH OTHER to engage in an ongoing process of
growing together (covenanting), not knowing what
visible form unity, which is God’s will and gift, may
take, but believing that, by taking the steps to
which we now commit ourselves, we shall be led to
grow ever more deeply into that unity.

- Anglican Church of Australia, 
- Antiochian Orthodox Church, 
- Armenian Apostolic Church, 
- Assyrian Church of East, 
- Churches of Christ in Australia, 
- Congregational Federation of Australia, 
- Coptic Orthodox Church, 
- Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia, 
- Lutheran Church of Australia, 
- Religious Society of Friends, 
- Roman Catholic Church in Australia, 
- Romanian Orthodox Church, 
- The Salvation Army, 
- Syrian Orthodox Church, 
- Uniting Church in Australia.

“The nature
of the
agreement
between
any two
churches
nationally
will open
possibilities
…”
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Interfaith Symposium
“Forgiveness”

On Sunday, 8 August 2004 Yarra
Theological Union, Box Hill, Bishop
Christopher Prowse opened the Second
Interfaith Symposium which was
sponsored by the Catholic Interfaith
Committee of the Archdiocese. 

The theme of the Symposium was
‘Forgiveness’, particularly appropriate at
this juncture in history where a world of
conflict and division calls all to forgive and
to accept forgiveness.

The speakers shared the teaching and
experience of forgiveness within their
different religious traditions. They were
Melissa Brickell (NATSICC); Rabbi Ralph
Genende (College Rabbi at Mt Scopus and
Congregational Rabbi of Beit Haron);
Venerable Phuoc Tan (of the Quang Minh
Buddhist Temple, Braybrook); Sheik Isse
Musse (Imam of the West Melbourne
Mosque). Fr John Dupuche, Chair of the
Catholic Interfaith Committee, led the
Symposium, presided. 

About 80 people attended the
Symposium which was notable for the
sense of vitality. The interfaith gatherings
are a sign of hope for the future harmony
of our community. 

“Peace” theme for Ecumenical
Summer School 2005

The Ecumenical Summer School for 2005
will be the climax of a week-long intensive run
by the centre for Ecumenical Studies in the
United Faculty of Theology. That event will
begin on January the 24th and the Summer
School will be a significant and integral
segment of the Intensive.

The School is very fortunate to have
acquired the services of Dr Linda Hogan of the
Irish School of Ecumenics, International Peace
Studies and Reconciliation Studies as Keynote
speaker for our weekend on January 28, 29
and 30. Linda teaches Human Rights in
Theory and practice and Ethics in
International Affairs, and she researches
Human Rights and Moral relativism and the
politics of Nature in Christian Ethics. She will
provide a public lecture on some aspect of
Peace on the Friday Evening and will
participate further during the entire weekend.
The program is still evolving, but the outline
so far is a follows:

NEWS IN BRIEF

Friday Evening: registration, and dinner,
followed by Public lecture by Dr Linda Hogan. 

Daytime Saturday: Speakers will develop
Linda’s topic further on Saturday morning and
Linda will be asked to respond after morning
tea. The afternoon will be given over to
workshops as is the custom.

Saturday Evening: It is becoming an
established pattern of the Summer School to
relax after the special Saturday dinner and think
of other things during the Saturday evening to
wind down. We are offering “Sacred” – an hour
of reflective music – after dinner. Songs
composed and performed by Jacqui Rutten,
with Celtic harp arrangements and performance
by our own Cath Connelly. 

Sunday Morning: form as yet undetermined
but there will be a morning program followed
by the AGM and lunch with the weekend
coming to a close with the annual Ecumenical
Eucharist.

Brochures and registration forms will be sent
out later in the year, but in the meantime, please
mark your diaries. And please remember that
the cost (around $200 all up) is negotiable,
depending on personal circumstances.

Unitatis Redintegratio 
40th Anniversary Celebration

Set aside Sunday afternoon on November
28th for an ecumenical gathering
sponsored by the Commission at the
Thomas Carr Centre (278 Victoria Pde,
East Melbourne). There will be several
speakers, both Catholic and Protestant, to
talk about the amazing impact of the
Declaration on Ecumenism at the Second
Vatican Council in 1964. Since then many
things have changed – what still needs to
change? This will be the topic of
discussion. We also will have an
opportunity to join in prayer, praising God
for the degree of unity we have come to
know and share with one another. 

Email News
You are reminded that regular

news updates on local and
international ecumenical and
interfaith events can be received
regularly by becoming a
subscriber to Email News. Just
go to our web site at
http://www.melbourne.catholic.
org.au/eic/eic-publications.htm
to sign up. This is a free
service, so why not avail
yourself of it?

To mark the 5th Anniversary
of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification Between the Holy See and the
Lutheran World Federation

Evening Prayer followed by
Supper and discussion

Speakers:
Bishop Christopher Prowse
(Auxiliary Bishop, Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne),

Rev. Dr. David Stolz
(President, Victorian District, Lutheran Church of Australia)

7.00pm, Sunday October 17, 2004
St John’s Church, Southgate
(20 City Road, Southbank)

How are we saved?
Young Lutherans and 
Catholics Together

All Catholics and Lutherans
invited to this joint event,
especially youth and tertiary
students.
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Unfortunately, unlike the Email
News, the Ecumenical and
Interfaith Bulletin is not a free
service! It costs us a lot to
produce, and is one of the

biggest items on our annual budget. We are
tempted, but reluctant, to withdraw
subscriptions from non-contributing
recipients. Such a move would certainly save
us a lot of money (which after all, comes
from the collection bowls of the
Archdiocese), but it would also mean that we
lose contact with you, our dear readers and
supporters of ecumenical and interfaith
relations. 

Ecumenical and Interfaith Bulletin 

Quo Vadis?
So, herewith out plea: Save us from our

dilemma by sending a $10 donation to the
Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission at PO
Box 146, East Melbourne 8002. In return you
will get three copies of the Bulletin every year
in your post box. 

Alternatively, if you have internet access,
why not become a web subscriber (FREE)?
Simply email David at the office
(ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au) and ask to
be transferred to the web subscriber list. You
will receive an email notification every time a
new edition is placed on our website. The
advantage is you get to see the pictures in
colour! You can read the back issues on our
site too!

I enclose $10.00 for one 12 month subscription (3 issues)
(cheques made out to Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission)

Name: Phone:

Address:

Email Address (for information):

WORLD NEWS

Visit of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I to Rome

His Holiness Bartholomew I (pictured
above), ecumenical patriarch of the
Orthodox Churches, visited Pope John Paul
II in Rome for the feast of Sts Peter and Paul
on June 29th. The patriarch led a delegation
from Constantinople to commemorate the
meeting of Pope Paul VI and Patriarch
Athenagoras 40 years ago in Jerusalem in
January of 1964.

The patriarch - who previously visited the
Pope in 1995 - and his entourage were
received by Cardinal Walter Kasper,
president of the Pontifical Council for
Promoting Christian Unity. After meeting
with the Pope in the Apostolic Palace in the
Vatican, during which they exchanged
speeches and gifts and signed a common
declaration, the Patriarch visited St Peter’s
Basilica to pray at the Altar of the Cathedra
and at Paul VI’s tomb which is in the grotto.
That afternoon, he participated in a
Eucharistic celebration in St. Peter’s Square,
presided by the Holy Father on the
Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles.

After the Gospel – which was read first in
Latin and then in Greek – the Pope asked
Patriarch Bartholomew to preach first. The
Patriarch expressed his own desire for
Christian unity, while conceding that this
would come only in the future, and that
“that future may be remote.” Unity among
Christians, the Orthodox Patriarch said, is
very different from the union of secular
states, and more difficult to achieve. “The
unity that we seek,” he explained, “will
come when we have the humility of Christ,
his love, his sense of sacrifice.” 

Pope John Paul then said in his own
homily that “the commitment made by the
Catholic Church since the Second Vatican
Council” to the cause of ecumenical unity is
“irrevocable.” No Catholic can renounce that
effort, he insisted. Rather, he urged that all
Catholics, and all Christians, pray earnestly
“that the day when we fully realize Christ’s
desire, that all may be one, may come more
quickly.” 

Bartholomew has extended an invitation
to the Holy Father to visit him in
Constantinople, preferably for the feast of St
Andrew on November 30th. However, the
Pope’s health is likely to prevent the meeting
from taking place this year, and may be
rescheduled for 2005.

The Return of the
Icon of Our Lady 
of Kazan

On the 27th August,
Cardinal Walter Kasper
handed a precious “Our Lady
of Kazan” icon back to the
Russian Orthodox Church in
Moscow as a personal gift
from Pope John Paul II.
Patriarch Alexy II, the head
of the Russian Church,
thanked the Pope, who views
the gift as a goodwill gesture.
But he also appealed to
Rome not to try to “compete”
for Russian Christians. 

The icon was handed over
in a ceremony at the
Kremlin’s Cathedral of the
Assumption after a service to
mark the Orthodox Feast of
the Assumption (the
Dormition, or “falling asleep”
of Mary). It is expected to be
housed temporarily in a
chapel at Patriarch Alexy’s residence until a
decision is taken on its permanent home. 

The original Virgin of Kazan icon, named
after the eastern Russian city where it was
found in 1579 and used to inspire Russian
soldiers such as those who fought
Napoleon in 1812, is believed to have
perished.

Speaking after the ceremony, Patriarch
Alexy told reporters he hoped that the two
Churches could agree not to “compete on
the territory of Russia but... each minister to
[its] believers.” For his part, the Pope said in
a message that despite the division between
Moscow and Rome, the icon was a “symbol
of the unity of the followers of the only-
begotten son of God.”



ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH BULLETIN 7

CONVERSATION

Aluncheon was held in his
honour and attended by Fr
Peter Kenny, Fr Denis Stanley,
and David Schütz, as well as
staff of CAEM, John Paul II

Institute, Respect Life Office, and Catholic
Women’s League (who financially supported
the visit). Two Lutheran Pastors, Pastor
Fraser Pearce and Dr Adam Cooper also
attended. Fr Neuhaus was, before joining
the Catholic Church, a Lutheran Pastor for
30 years in a New York inner city parish. 

In the evening, a public “conversation”
was held between Fr Neuhaus and David
Schütz at the Cardinal Knox Centre. About
100 people attended this event. 

A full transcript of the interview is being
prepared. In the meantime, those who
would like to purchase a 2 CD set of the
recording of the Conversation may contact
David at the office. A $15 donation for each
recording is requested.

Here is a short snippet from the
Conversation, on the topic of the East West
relationship.

Neuhaus: The Holy Father has repeatedly
said the Church must once again breathe
with both lungs, east and west. 

And as I have had occasion over the years
for a number of reasons to have many
discussions with the Holy Father... I
remember once asking him, “When you
were elected pope in October ‘78 and
whether your pontificate would be a long
one or a short one, what did you have in
mind as the one thing that you would hope
that your pontificate by the grace of God
would be instrumental in achieving?” 

And without a moment’s hesitation he
says “Christian Unity”, and then
immediately elaborates “Chiefly the
reconciliation between East and West.” 

And the greatest disappointment of this
pontificate – certainly personal
disappointment to the holy Father, but one

which all of us who think with the Church
and empathise with his leadership must be
our disappointment – is non-responsiveness
of the East, particularly the Russian Church,
that seems to make it almost certain that this
pope will not live to see what is the clearest
and simplest hope of his pontificate. 

But he has laid the groundwork for it in Ut
Unum Sint. It is a remarkable document, as
one orthodox theologian friend said to me,
“You read Ut Unum Sint, and especially that
last section in which the Holy Father speaks
about the way we have to rethink the Petrine
office – the office of Peter in the Church –
that it might fully and effectiveely become an
instrument of unity rather being than it has
been so often been (that is) an obstacle to
unity... And, you know, for a 1000 years plus
we Orthodox have been waiting for a pope to
say what this encyclical says, what John Paul
II has said, and the sadness is,” he adds, “that
at last after we have been demanding this,
calling for this, insisting upon this for a 1000
years, and then a pope says ‘Yes!’, then we do
not respond.” And that is a sadness but we
have to hope that it is only a temporary non-
response. 

So Orthodoxy is absolutely key, because
Orthodoxy is a sister Church in a way that
none of the other communions are. There was
a lot of kerfuffle as you know, when the CDF,
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, put out this document, Dominus Iesus,
that laid out some clarifications with regard to
Christian unity and made the point that
properly speaking we shouldn’t speak of the
Protestant communions as churches, because

finally there is only one Church. Of course
this raised all kinds of hassles, and was
viewed as an ecumenical set back. I think
it was a necessary clarification. It might
have been perhaps phrased in a more
winsome manner, but it is important for us
to understand as Catholics that this is our
position. There is only one Christ therefore
there can be only one body of Christ, there
can be only one Church, and that one
church of Jesus Christ we believe is most
fully and rightly ordered in the Catholic
Church in communion with the bishops
who are in communion with the bishop of
Rome.

David: But of course the Orthodox
Churches are true churches and it
conceded that as well. You said once that
the only thing lacking for full communion
for the Orthodox with the church is full
communion.

Neuhaus: Exactly. Yes. No really, no, it
sounds a little odd, but it is actually true,
from our viewpoint. From our viewpoint.
From their view point we have to
understand how deep are the fears and
resentments. You know it seems strange to
us in the West, because to us we see all the
divisions and controversies and
weaknesses in the Catholic Church. But
from their viewpoint we are the 900
pound gorilla, monolithic, powerful,
imperial in both manner and ambition and
they live in fear and trembling. Sometimes
warranted by historical experience, or
if not warranted, one can at least
understand it...

Fr Neuhaus, editor in 
chief of FIRST THINGS
(www.firstthings.com) and
Director of The Institute on
Religion and Public Life
(an interreligious, nonpartisan
research and education
institute) visited Melbourne 
as a guest of the Commission
and CAEM on 10 June. 

TheEast West
relationship

“The Holy Father has
repeatedly said the Church
must once again breathe with
both lungs, east and west.”
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CHRISTMAS BOWL

For 55 years, the Christmas Bowl
Appeal has been raising money for those
who most need it in the world. The Appeal
is conducted by Christian World Service
Australia, the aid agency associated with
the National Council of Churches in
Australia (of which the Catholic Church is
a full member). Through it the churches
show their common faith in Jesus Christ
and desire for unity by acting together for
development and peace-building.

The projects supported by the Christmas
Bowl are usually chosen and conducted by
ecumenical bodies in the respective
regions. CWS supports projects in Africa,
the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific
region. These projects range from refugee
camps to water access and storage, to
training of traditional birth attendants, to

reconciliation between
former enemies.

Christmas Bowl
develops a sense of
partnership between

thousands of churches and individuals in
Australia, ecumenical and other bodies in
developing countries, and between the
projects themselves. If you require further
information, or a speaker, we will be very
happy to help. The NCCA website is

“The restoration of unity among all
Christians is one of the principal concerns
of the Second Vatican Council. Christ the
Lord founded one Church and one
Church only. However, many Christian
communions present themselves to men
as the true inheritors of Jesus Christ; all
indeed profess to be followers of the Lord
but differ in mind and go their different
ways, as if Christ Himself were
divided.(1) Such division openly
contradicts the will of Christ, scandalises
the world, and damages the holy cause of
preaching the Gospel to every creature.

“But the Lord of Ages wisely and patiently
follows out the plan of grace on our behalf,
sinners that we are. In recent times more than
ever before, He has been rousing divided
Christians to remorse over their divisions and
to a longing for unity. Everywhere large
numbers have felt the impulse of this grace,
and among our separated brethren also there
increases from day to day the movement,
fostered by the grace of the Holy Spirit, for
the restoration of unity among all Christians.
This movement toward unity is called
“ecumenical.” Those belong to it who invoke
the Triune God and confess Jesus as Lord and
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Saviour, doing this not merely as individuals
but also as corporate bodies. For almost
everyone regards the body in which he has
heard the Gospel as his Church and indeed,
God’s Church. All however, though in
different ways, long for the one visible Church
of God, a Church truly universal and set forth
into the world that the world may be
converted to the Gospel and so be saved, to
the glory of God.

“The Sacred Council gladly notes all this. It
has already declared its teaching on the
Church, and now, moved by a desire for the
restoration of unity among all the followers of
Christ, it wishes to set before all Catholics the
ways and means by which they too can
respond to this grace and to this divine call.”

– From Unitatis Redintegratio, the 2nd Vatican
Council’s Decree on Ecumenism.

www.ncca.org.au

Christmas Bowl 
Launch 2004
To launch the Christmas Bowl for 2004 there 
will be a celebration at Methodist Ladies
College featuring Prof. James Haire and Miss
S. Sooriyakumary from the CWS partner
project in South India, among others. The
proceedings will be followed by a light supper. 

Wednesday 13th October at 6.45 pm

Methodist Ladies College, Barkers Road, Kew

Mel Ref: 45 E8 (Parking available on site)

RSVP: Tuesday 5th October

Kaylea on 03 96506811 or
kfearn@ncca.org.au

Newsflash from Rome…
…40 years ago on 21 November, 1964


