
Pope Francis has called for an 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy 
that is to have the mercy of God at its 
centre. The AOY is releasing a series 
of video blogs throughout this 
Holy Year of Mercy which invites us all 
to consider how we might rediscover and 
make fruitful the Mercy of the Father. This resource is a supplementary guide to help youth groups break open the 
topics for further discussion. There is also a list of other resources that you can check out included here.

Scripture
If you’re looking for some spiritual guidance...

When you reap the harvest of your land, 
do not reap to the very edges of your 
field or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a 
second time or pick up the grapes that 
have fallen. Leave them for the poor 
and the foreigner. Leviticus 19:9-10

When a foreigner resides among you 
in your land, do not mistreat them. The 
foreigner residing among you must be 
treated as your native-born. Love them 
as yourself, for you were foreigners in 
Egypt. Leviticus 19:33-34

He defends the cause of the fatherless 
and the widow, and loves the foreigner 
residing among you, giving them food 
and clothing. And you are to love those 
who are foreigners, for you yourselves 
were foreigners in Egypt. Deut 10:18-19

Do not oppress a foreigner; you 
yourselves know how it feels to be 
foreigners, because you were foreigners 
in Egypt. Exodus 23:9 

No stranger had to spend the night in 
the street, for my door was always open 
to the traveller. Job 31:32

For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me. Matt 25:25-36

When they had gone, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 
“Get up,” he said, “take the child and 
his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going 
to search for the child to kill him.”

So he got up, took the child and his 
mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, where he stayed until the death 
of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: “Out 
of Egypt I called my son.” Matt 2:13-15

 “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?”

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is 
the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’” Matt 22:36-40 

He asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when 
he was attacked by robbers. They 
stripped him of his clothes, beat him 
and went away, leaving him half dead. 
A priest happened to be going down the 
same road, and when he saw the man, 
he passed by on the other side. So too, 
a Levite, when he came to the place and 
saw him, passed by on the other side. 
But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw 
him, he took pity on him. He went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, brought him to an inn 
and took care of him. The next day he 
took out two denarii and gave them to 
the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, 
‘and when I return, I will reimburse you 
for any extra expense you may have.’
“Which of these three do you think was 
a neighbour to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one 
who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
Luke 10:29-37

Practical ways to help
Volunteer with organisations:
 • CAPSA (Catholic Alliance for People Seeking Asylum)  CAPSA can connect you with other 

organisations and programs to suit: http://capsa.org.au/
 • ASRC (Asylum Seeker Resource Centre) Run 25 different programs to assist Asylum Seekers based 

from Footscray and Dandenong:  www.asrc.org.au/get-involved/give-time/become-a-volunteer/
 • Catholic Social Services Victoria. Offer a Parish Support Program, contact them for further details 

via adrian.foley@css.org.au or www.cssv.org.au
 • Friends of Refugees. A range of programs:  www.friendsofrefugees.org.au
 • St Vincent de Paul Society  Programs operate that encompass services to assist refugees, contact 

the Society for more information: youth@svdp-vic.org.au
 • Edmund Rice Community & Refugee Services (ERCRS):  www.ercrs.com.au/volunteer.php
 • The Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project (BASP):  http://basp.org.au/
 There are many other organisations doing great work - too numerous to list!

Write a letter to your local MP 
Write letters to those in detention
Visit people in detention
Become informed
Join the conversation
Pray

Other resources/links
Pope Francis’ Call for the Year of Mercy:
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco_bolla_20150411_
misericordiae-vultus.html

Year of Mercy Resource from the Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation: 
www.cam.org.au/Portals/60/Resources/Year%20of%20Mercy%20resource%20booklet_web.pdf

Catholic Social Justice Statement
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/SJSandresources/2015-SJS-Statement.pdf

The Government website for maritime arrivals (has some animated videos explaining visas etc)
www.ima.border.gov.au/

The Government’s Immigration Youtube channel:
www.youtube.com/user/ImmiTV

Devil and the Deep Blue Sea (Australian-made documentary):
http://deepblueseafilm.com/

Parliamentary website containing statistics:
www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp1415/
AsylumFacts

UN Convention relating to the Status of Refugees:
www.unhcr.org/pages/49da0e466.html

Asylum Seeker Resource Centre has fact sheets and links:
www.asrc.org.au/resources/fact-sheet/
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Called to mercy
Asylum Seekers and Refugees



FAQs
What is the difference between an Asylum Seeker and a Refugee?
An asylum seeker is a person who has sought protection as a refugee, 
but whose claim for refugee status has not yet been assessed. Every 
refugee has at some point been an asylum seeker. Those asylum seekers 
who are found to be refugees are entitled to international protection and 
assistance. Those who are found not to be refugees, nor to be in need 
of any other form of international protection, can be sent back to their 
country of origin. Article 14 (1) of the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (1951, which Australia assisted in formulating) states: “Everyone 
has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from 
persecution.” This persecution must be directly targeted at the individual 
– eg. Just living in a war-torn country does not make you eligible, however 
if you were a member of a minority group that was specifically being 
targeted and killed you would be eligible.

What is the process if you arrive in Australia and claim refugee status?
If you have arrived via boat before 1 Jan 2014, you can apply for a 
protection visa. Due to a policy change by the government, any arrivals 
after this date will be processed in a Regional Processing Centre (these 
are the offshore facilities on Manus Island and Nauru). While you are 
waiting for processing you may be held in a detention facility, in the 
community or in the community on a bridging visa. If you live in the 
community or on a bridging visa, you are unable to work and receive no 
government assistance for food or rent. 

People who arrived prior to 1 January 2014 are currently being processed 
under a new visa recently created. There are currently approximately 27,000 
people awaiting to be processed under this new visa. It allows you to live and 
work in Australia and get basic benefits, but is only for three years in which 
time you are reassessed to see if you can return to your country of origin. 
This visa does not allow you to bring family to Australia to be reunited.

If you are processed offshore, PNG and Nauru have their own processes 
dictated by their own governments, although immigration staff from 
Australia assist in the processing of claims. The assessment is very similar 
to Australia’s processes which for the most part are guided by the UN 
refugee convention. People found to be refugees are released into the 
communities in Nauru and PNG with an option to go to a safe third country 
other than Australia. There have been places made available in Cambodia. 
Those not found to be genuine refugees are given access to an appeal 
process. If the appeal fails they are returned to their country of origin.

Where are the Asylum Seekers coming from? 
The top countries of residents seeking asylum are: Afghanistan, Iran, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Iraq (and those who list themselves as “stateless”).

How do asylum seekers arrive in Australia?
The majority of arrivals are those who arrive in Australia “legally” via plane 
with other kinds of visas (ie student/holiday) and on arrival, apply for asylum. 
For these arrivals only 45% are found to be genuine refugees. Boat arrivals 
(or illegal maritime arrivals) are by far the smallest group of arrivals seeking 
asylum in Australia but the most likely to be deemed genuine (90%). 

Why does it take so long?
There are a wide range of factors that contribute to the time it takes 
to process asylum seekers. Most genuine refugee are interviewed and 
processed in under three months however those that fail at stage one, 
get review rights in court which takes time. Also some security checking 
takes time even though people may be recognised as refugees. A good 
example are interpreters who were in the Afghan war-they who are easily 
approved, but ASIO take 1-2 years to approve their security clearance. The 
current number of waiting applicants has been affected by the change of 
government. 

Why are people detained?
Those who arrive illegally in Australia are detained until they have been 
cleared through security. However anyone who has been found to have 
committed a crime since being released is returned to detention. The 
majority of centres have been closed since the boat arrivals slowed.

Why do we process offshore?
This policy was re-introduced (from the Howard Government’s Pacific 
Solution Policy) to slow down boat arrivals and to serve as a deterrent for 
asylum seekers. If you can traval to a United Nations Refugee Camp, and 
get recognised, there is a good chance you will then be settled in a country 
like Australia. Australia processes some 13,700 refugees annually from UN 
Refugee Camps. You can however wait for years for resettlement due to the 
high numbers living in the camps.

What happens to minors?
As of 30 June 2015, there were 215 children in closed immigration 
detention facilities: 127 are held in closed immigration detention facilities 
in Australia (all low security facilities) and 88 children are detained in 
the Regional Processing Centre in Nauru. The majority of children who 
are in closed detention are accompanied by their families. There are 642 
children in community detention in Australia. Community detention allows 
children to come and go and attend schooling and regular activities. There 
are a small number of unaccompanied minors in detention who do not 
have a legal guardian to care for them. The Australasian Correctional 
Management Pty Ltd is responsible for the care of these minors until 
resolutions can be found.

Points to consider discussing prior to watching the video resource.

•   What does it mean to be merciful?
•   Who has treated you with mercy? Who have you treated with 

mercy?
•   What are some ways you have experienced God’s love and mercy 

in your life?
•   What does it mean for us, our family, or our parish, to be merciful 

as God is merciful? How can we concretely express this merciful 
attitude that is grounded on the love of God?

•   Who in our community needs mercy? How can we extend God’s 
mercy to those around us? What steps can we take to extend 
mercy and hospitality to those who are unseen, unheard, 
marginalised, rejected?

Having watched the resource, below are some follow-up discussion 
points:

•   While reflecting on our call to be merciful like the Father, what 
phrases captured your imagination, provided a greater clarity of 
understanding, or resonated in your heart?

•   What are your reactions to this issue? What encouraged you ... 
challenged you ... inspired you?

•   What questions do you have surrounding this topic?
•   How do you define neighbour? How do others in our community 

define it? How is Jesus challenging his audience to expand their 
definition of neighbour? How is he challenging us to expand our 
own definitions? What would it look like to be a neighbour to those 
seeking asylum?

•   Why should we show compassion and mercy to asylum seekers 
and refugees?

•   Pope Francis has asked us to rediscover the richness 
encompassed by the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 
How does our mercy to asylum seekers reflect the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy?

•   What can we do to be more compassionate, informed and involved 
regarding this community?

Discussion points 
for youth groups

Corporal Works of Mercy
1. To feed the hungry.
2. To give drink to the thirsty.
3. To clothe the naked.
4. To shelter the homeless.
5. To visit the sick.
6. To visit the imprisoned.
7. To bury the dead.

Spiritual Works of Mercy
1. To instruct the ignorant.
2. To counsel the doubtful.
3. To admonish sinners.
4. To bear wrongs patiently.
5. To forgive offences willingly.
6. To comfort the afflicted.
7. To pray for the living and the 
 dead.
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