
Local Celebrations - Thirty-First World Youth Day  2016

Prayers of Intercession

SUNDAY JUNE 19 2016:  
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C

That as a community of faith we encourage all 
young people to proudly cloth themselves in 
Christ, especially those travelling to World Youth 
Day next month. May we support them in their 
journey toward wholeness and be encouraged 
by them to be fully alive in our own faith.  
Lord hear us;

SUNDAY JUNE 26 2016:  
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C

That pilgrims will openly share the gift of World 
Youth Day within their faith communities when 
they return from Krakow. Inspire them to spread 
the Good News wherever they go.  
Lord hear us;

SUNDAY JULY 2 2016:  
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C

For World Youth Day pilgrims, may they become 
your messengers of peace and mercy, guide 
them on their path and strengthen them on their 
journey of faith.  
Lord hear us;

SUNDAY JULY 10 2016:   
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C

That all young people may know the love of 
God in their heart, soul and mind, may they be 
strengthen by your merciful love, especially those 
seeking your to know your love more deeply in 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day.  
Lord hear us;

SUNDAY JULY 16 2016:  
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C

That all World Youth Day pilgrims will be granted 
safe travel, with their focus firmly fixed on the 
Lord, during their World Youth Day pilgrimage. 
Lord hear us;

SUNDAY JULY 24 2016:  
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C

That the witness of the young people at World 
Youth Day will renew in all Catholics the hunger 
to ask, to seek and to knock at the door of the 
Father.  
Lord hear us;

SUNDAY JULY 31 2016:  
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C 
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016

For our young people celebrating World Youth 
Day in Krakow, Poland today. May their lives be 
ever richer and their faith even deeper as they 
come to understand the power of your presence 
in their lives. May we welcome them and the 
message they bring on their return to their 
communities.  
Lord hear us;

WYD Local Celebrations:
Engaging the whole faith community



Pilgrim Commissioning
Young pilgrims can be blessed and 
commissioned in their home parishes before 
making the pilgrimage to World Youth Day. 
The following prayers can be used for 
commissioning and blessing pilgrims from your 
community. 
 

Pilgrim Commissioning Ritual

After Communion, pilgrims are called forward 
to assemble around the sanctuary and face the 
congregation. If appropriate you may like to 
present a token of your Parish or community for 
the pilgrim to take with them on their journey.

When the group of pilgrims has gathered the 
celebrant continues.

Celebrant:  
Brothers and sisters, as you set out, remind 
yourselves of the reasons for your resolve to go 
on this holy pilgrimage. You are undertaking a 
pilgrimage in faith and will experience the love of 
God when you gather with the Holy Father and 
other pilgrims for World Youth Day in Krakow de 
Janeiro. You have planned and anticipated this 
event for some time now.

World Youth Day is an experience of the Lord 
Jesus, risen and alive, and of his love for each 
of us. Each of you has been called by God to 
witness to Jesus in the world and in each other.

As pilgrims to Krakow, you go to follow the lead 
of the great witnesses of the past and present. 
You go to witness to the great love of God and 
the example of Christ Jesus.

You go to experience the work of the Holy Spirit 
in your lives.

You go to enjoy deep personal encounters 
with Christ and his Holy Spirit in the Church, the 
Sacraments and the Saints. You go with a desire 
to celebrate your faith with the young people of 
the world.

Is this your intention?

Pilgrim(s): Yes

Celebrant:  
We commission you, then, to be pilgrims on the 
journey to World Youth Day.  May God be your 
friend and companion on the journey.

Leader:  
Pilgrims, you go to Krakow with your Parish / 
community’s love and support. We ask that you 
remember us and pray for us, particularly during 
the Papal Mass so that as you are blessed, so too 
may we be blessed by the power of faith working 
through the Holy Father and all who gather with 
him.

Note:  With hands outstretched, the celebrant 
continues with the prayer of blessing.

Prayer of Blessing

All-loving God,

You always show mercy toward those who love 
you You are never far away for those who seek 
you. 
Remain with our pilgrims on this holy pilgrimage 
And guide their way in accord with your will. 
Shelter them with your protection by day, Give 
them the light of your grace by night, 
And as their companion and friend on the journey, 
Bring them to their destination in safety.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concluding Rite

May God guide and protect you, and unite you in 
God’s care. R. Amen.

May the Lord Jesus Christ be your companion on 
your journey. R. Amen.

May the Holy Spirit empower you to take up your 
cross and be true witnesses to all you encounter 
R. Amen.

And may God, who is the beginning and end of 
life’s pilgrimage, bless you all.

In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. R. Amen.

Go in peace to love and follow the Lord. 
R. Thanks be to God.
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Pilgrim Blessing
This Pilgrim Blessing may be used in various 
contexts – gather your pilgrims either in front 
of or in the middle of the community, when 
appropriate, so that all may participate fully in 
the blessing.

Leader/ Celebrant:      
Pilgrims as you set out, remind yourselves of the 
reasons you go on this pilgrimage.

The places you intend to visit are monuments to 
the devotion of the people of God. Others have 
gone there to be strengthened in the Christian 
way of life and to become more determined to 
devote themselves to the works of charity.

We must also try to bring our example of faith, 
hope, and love. In this way all will be enriched by 
the help we offer each other.

Invite those present to stretch out their hands in 
blessing.

All-powerful God, you show mercy toward those 
who love you and you are never far away for 
those who seek you.  
Stand with your Pilgrims and guide their way in 
accord with your will. Offer them your protection, 
shelter and the light of your grace both day and 
night.  
 
Remind them you are their constant companion 
on this journey and will bring them safely to their 
destination.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
R. Amen

Concluding Rite

May the Lord guide you and direct your journey 
in safety. 
R. Amen 

May the Lord grant that the journey you begin, 
will end happily through his protection.  
R. Amen 

May God Bless you in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
R. Amen

 

Prayer pledges
Prayer Pledges allow everyone in the community 
to support and contribute to WYD efforts in a very 
tangible way. Members of the community can be 
personally invited to pray for an individual pilgrim. 
Young pilgrims can visit different parish groups 
(including adult prayer groups), share about the 
upcoming World Youth Day, and invite people 
to take a card with the name of one pilgrim who 
they commit to praying for. Pilgrims may also 
invite members of the community to submit prayer 
requests which will be taken by the pilgrims to 
Krakow.

On the pilgrims’ return, the parish may host a 
gathering where pilgrims meet with those who 
have been praying for them.



Pilgrim Profiles
A great way to promote your pilgrimage and 
share the graces of WYD is to share the stories 
of your young pilgrims. Below is a ‘Pilgrim Profile’ 
which can be filled in by pilgrims and shared 
with local media, parishioners, students and 
the wider community. Regular appearances 
on notice boards, newsletters and other 
announcements will also keep the pilgrimage at 
the forefront of people’s thoughts and prayers.

Follow up with a post WYD reflection from each 
of the pilgrims you highlight. 

Pilgrim profile
 
Name:

Parish/Community:

What inspired you to become a Pilgrim? 

What are you most looking forward to at WYD in Krakow? 

How do you think your WYD experience will impact you and your faith community? 
 

How do you plan to share your WYD experience when you return?
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Local celebrations  
Stay at home pilgrim ideas

Have a special Youth led Mass in your 
Parish

Ask young people in the Parish to be involved in 
the liturgy e.g. read the readings, help with the 
music etc. Include a special blessing for young 
people at the end of the Mass. You may like to 
ask people to bring some food for a gathering 
after Mass.

Organise a special youth event/
gathering/party

This could be anything from having dinner 
together, listening to inspiring speakers, playing 
games, having a prayer night etc.

Organise a local Pilgrimage

Investigate some places of local importance to 
your Parish and organise a short (or long!) pilgrim 
walk, maybe to visit local mercy doors, or a local 
sacred site. You may like to pray the Rosary, 
Stations of the Cross, or just enjoy the walking. 
You could finish with a Mass or shared meal.

Screen the live telecast from Krakow

Gather together around a large screen and 
watch what is happening in Poland. XT3 will 
also host live telecasts of the main events from 
an Australian perspective, these will also be 
available to stream directly after the event. So 
you can schedule your event when it suits you! 
There will be live streaming of some of the main 
events as well as prerecorded updates in English 
from the Official WYD Youtube channel.

Organise a reunion for people who were 
involved in previous World Youth Days

Invite pilgrims, host families, volunteers and 
anyone else who was involved in previous World 
Youth Days. Ask them to bring along their photos. 
Show some short videos and share



Ideas for a local sleep out and vigil
What better way to unite with the pilgrims all over the world than to gather for an evening of prayer, 
fun and music? You may model it on the World Youth Day vigil or you may like to just enjoy each 
other’s company.

Saturday 4pm Set up Consider where your activities will run, and where males and females will 
sleep. Have some Polish-themed decorations for your main space. 
Also set up a prayer space for your prayer vigil later on.

6pm-8pm Mass and 
Welcome

Welcome your young people with a meal- to make it very Polish, incorporate 
lots of meat, rice and beans! 
If your group will attend the Saturday night vigil mass beforehand, invite the 
parish along to dinner. 
Give each young person a “pilgrim pack” – it can include the Pope’s message 
to young people, a rosary or holy card, Polish souvenir and a few supplies to 
get them through the night.

8pm Depending on your space plan games around a polish theme or run a trivia 
session.

10pm Supper Time to wind down before the prayer vigil.

10:30pm - 12am Vigil Have a separate, prayerful space set up with lots of candles and quiet music. 
Ideas for your prayer time could include:
• praise and worship
• a dramatized stations of the cross
• led reflection on the World Youth Day theme
• testimonies and prayer teams
• a prayer box where young people can leave their intentions
• quiet time where young people are invited to light a candle 
• Keep young people all over the world in your prayer intentions.

If you have a priest accompanying you in this time of prayer, you can pray 
before the Blessed Sacrament and have reconciliation available. If you’d like 
to have all-night adoration, have a roster sign-up sheet ready. At least one 
leader should be present during adoration through the night.

Sunday 12am Sleep Do your best to settle everyone in for the night! 
Remember to have females and males appropriately separated and super-
vised through the night, and ensure everyone has access to amenities.

3am
(see schedule for 
your timezone)

WYD Vigil 
Live Screening

Consider making the xt3 live stream of the vigil in Poland available to those 
who are keeping vigil through the night.

8am If your group didn’t attend the Saturday vigil mass, attend the Sunday morning 
mass with your parish.

10am Breakfast/
brunch & 
screening

Post-mass, invite your parishioners to join you for a cooked breakfast or 
brunch. Invite the families of your young people to help out or join in.
Have a screen set up with the feed from Krakow, so people can eat, socialise 
and watch some of the WYD events captured by Xt3.

12pm Home time Conclude the activity with a final blessing




