Busted Halo Advent Calendar
A daily shot of inspiration and a micro challenge. http://bustedhalo.com/features/advent-calendar-2015
Caritas Calendar 2015 Advent Calendar
Caritas Australia’s Advent Calendar features stories which highlight Caritas’ 50-year journey of working with
vulnerable communities around the world. It uses the symbol of the Advent wreath to help you Learn, Pray and
Act daily with and for Caritas Australia’s partners around the world. www.caritas.org.au/advent-2015

Advent 2015
Advent 2015 heralds the beginning of
the Year of Mercy. This collection of
resources will help you and your youth
ministry prepare for the arrival of the

Columban Advent Resource 2015

Prince of Peace and begin your journey

The Columban Mission Institute offers Pathways: Hope for the Journey as an aid to Catholic teaching in ministry

of mercy.

settings. It helps us search for God’s presence, revealed over millennia in nature, cultures and people seeking
wisdom, focusing on four graces over four weeks.
www.columban.org.au/resources/catholic-advent-resource-2015-four-sundays-year-c

Advent The team at Spirit Juice Studios takes a

Jesus and Santa An entry-level clip describing the

look at the importance of waiting in the lead up to

differences between Santa and Jesus, helping to give

Christmas, and getting ready for the life-changing

an idea of the importance of the upcoming season.

event that the Church celebrates. www.youtube.com/

www.youtube.com/watch?v=NStpjQ477HA

watch?v=WcravEG2ATE&amp;feature=youtu.be

Making Advent a more Holy Season Handy tips

Advent Conspiracy Imparts wisdom on how we can

for making Advent a more prayerful and spiritual

Doors of Mercy

Road to Bethlehem, Nunawading

look at Christmas, some alternative gift ideas to avoid

experience. Applicable for those who are already

Visit the Road to Bethlehem in Melbourne’s Eastern

the rush of gift-buying and how to go beyond individual

committed in their faith journey and seek new ways of

Through the Year of Mercy, pilgrims are invited to

wants and needs to helping people.

praying and serving in Advent.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtyA5bKvClU

www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDfix2aokos

Advent in 2 Minutes A look at what Advent is and is not,

Our Advent Story has a Heartbeat The 2014

describing some of the Church’s traditions and some
differences between these and secular traditions. Also

Advent resource from the Archdiocesan Office
for Youth features young people discussing

looks at the different between the two waiting seasons

the Advent gospels. www.youtube.com/

in the Church – Lent and Advent.

playlist?list=PL7W4Y8TtR0bOsCfSY6h4lSFm5CYxvkHTW

www.youtube.com/watch?v=S02KOlw7dlA

A Social Network Christmas A modern view of the

Christmas in a Nutshell This takes a look at the greatest
gift given at Christmas to a materialistic world – God’s
presence. www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXgH8ZIz9jQ
The Nativity Factor Creative re-tellings of the Nativity
story from aspiring filmmakers. www.youtube.com/
channel/UC13CfsUIcsZqCE0HyRfdElQ

Nativity story and a fun way of understanding the events
leading up to the Birth of Jesus.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sghwe4TYY18
What is Advent again? A look at the liturgical season of

enter through local Doors of Mercy where “Crossing
the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find the
strength to embrace God’s mercy and dedicate
ourselves to being merciful with others as the Father
has been with us”. The Door of Mercy at St Patrick’s
Cathedral will open on 13 December.

St Patrick’s Cathedral, East Melbourne
www.cam.org.au/evangelisation/Resources/Year-ofMercy

suburbs and watch the Christmas story performed in
a live re-enactment. www.roadtobethlehem.org

Walk through Bethlehem, Epping
Walk Through Bethlehem is a living display of life in a
small town at the time of the birth of Jesus.
www.walkthroughbethlehem.com.au

Australian Nativity Scene,
North Dandenong
One of Australia’s largest traditional nativity scenes

Ta Pinu Shrine, Bacchus March
www.tapinu-australia.org/calendar_entry/christmas/

crafted by a parishioner of St Elizabeth’s Parish.
www.australiannativityscene.org

Advent and some of the main messages to keep in mind
in the lead up to Christmas.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSsMq6UXXwo
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In the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis encourages us to discover the works of
mercy. Many communities and parishes seek volunteers to help serve others
over the Christmas period; contact the organisations below to explore how
you and your young people can engage in works of mercy this Advent.

Welcome the stranger
Friends of Refugees Melbourne visits newly settled refugees throughout
Melbourne, and is coordinating a weekend of visits in December to
deliver Christmas hampers to families.

In his homily on the first Sunday of Advent 2015, Pope Francis

The Face of Mercy – Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn

www.facebook.com/friendsofrefugeesmelbourne

reminds us “Advent is a time when we strive to open our hearts

God so loves each of us that he is prepared to become one of us,

to receive the Saviour.” These daily and weekly reflections can be

and in so doing reveals the depth and breadth of his love and mercy.

adapted for use in a youth ministry setting or for personal prayer.

These daily reflections offer an opportunity for sustained reflection

Feed the hungry

on the face of mercy revealed in Christ.

Many churches and communities throughout Melbourne help
host Christmas lunch for people who are experiencing loneliness,

Advent 2015 – EWTN

homelessness or disadvantage.

Daily prayer for each day of Advent, with links to weekly audio

Sacred Heart Mission: www.sacredheartmission.org

reflections. www.ewtn.com/advent/

Richmond Churches: www.ignatius.org.au/help-the-parish/
volunteers/332-help-with-christmas-day-lunch

Advent Moments of Mercy – Loyola Press

Missionaries of Charity: Contact Sr Liezer M.C. on 9415 1011

The greatest act of mercy is God sending his only son Jesus to save

Clothe the naked

the Scripture and feast days of Advent, incorporating the words of

As well as contacting your local St Vincent de Paul conference to
volunteer in the regular good works of the Society, you can contribute
materially through their annual Christmas appeal.
www.vinnies.org.au/page/Get_Involved/Fundraise/VIC/Christmas_Gift_
Appeal/

Give drink to the thirsty

us. These daily reflections from Loyola Press will help you explore
Pope Francis each day.
www.loyolapress.com/advent-moments-of-mercy.htm
Advent Reflections – Word on Fire
Daily spiritual reflections from Bishop Robert Barron to prepare for
the incarnation of Christ.
http://adventreflections.com/

Many nursing homes and care homes will welcome volunteers to

Best Advent Ever – Dynamic Catholic

visit residents who may be especially thirsting for company over the

Daily reflections from author Matthew Kelly will focus on

Christmas season. Contact your local nursing home or one of the

encountering God’s mercy and allowing it to transform your life.

following organisations:

http://dynamiccatholic.com/year-of-mercy/best-advent-ever/

Southern Cross Care: www.southerncrossvolunteers.com
Villa Maria Aged Care Centres: www.villamaria.com.au/get-involved/

Year of Mercy Advent Resource – Diocese of Sandhurst

volunteer/volunteer-opportunities

Scriptural reflections to pray the weekly Gospels of Advent.
www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au/index.php/resources/adventleaflets

www.thefaceofmercy.org.au/
Journeying with the Magi – Pray as You Go
A weekly online retreat in the Ignatian tradition, Journeying with
the Magi follows the Christmas story from the perspective of the
Magi in Matthew’s Gospel.
www.sacredspace.ie/retreats/advent2015
Lectio Divina: Praying the Scriptures in Advent – Diocese of Broken
Bay
Lectio Divina is the meditative reading of a text of God’s Word,
which leads to prayer, transformation of life, and the sharing with
others of the mystery of God entrusted to us. Praying the Scriptures
in Advent offers a guide through the liturgical readings of Advent.
www.dbb.org.au/news/dsp-default-lectio.cfm?loadref=588
Xt3’s 2015 Advent Calendar
The theme for this year’s Xt3 calendar is “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever” (Heb 13:8). Every day during
Advent, the calendar links to an image depicting the birth of Jesus
from different eras in history. There are also reflections from
renowned speakers expressing how Jesus really is unchanging in
our ever changing world.
www.xt3.com/advent/

