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When I go to Mass

Sarah Hlavacek, along with her husband
Dominik and seven children usually attend the
10.15am Mass at St. Francis Xavier. Sarah was
looking for a book that would explain the Mass
to her children in a beautiful and simple way but
sadly had found nothing suitable.
In desperation, Sarah undertook to write her
own book, ‘ When I go to Mass’, which she also
produced and self-published, see above. Sarah’s
picture book follows the Mass and covers the
faith elements that children will experience
during the Mass, the sign of the cross,
genuflection, prayers etc. and the colourful and
bright illustrations help children appreciate and
understand the more mysterious elements of
the Mass, see below.

While Sarah had the idea for a book for 5 years
or so, it was the Covid-19 lockdown last year,
that got the ball rolling. While assisting 4 school
aged children with remote learning and with 2
toddlers underfoot, and also being pregnant and
needing rest, Sarah was able to use her rest time
to push ahead with the book, doing the
illustrations and the script for the book herself.
While asking advice from friends, Sarah also read
the book to her son who was 3 at the time, in
fact it was her son who she was essentially
making the book for.

Sarah, the children and the ‘book’

If you would like a copy of her book, please email
Sarah at sarah@australiancatholicmums.com

Sarah, Dominik, and the children at Mass

From this…

Youth Group who also helped prepare the
Memorial Wall path, below.

…to this…

While it had been on the drawing board for
some time, it was a casual remark at the May
Parish Council Meeting that saw the ‘path to the
Memorial Wall’ finally come to fruition. Deacon
Edward took up the challenge and the work is
complete with mulching of the area to be done
and a climbing plant for the ‘garden arch’.
The area had to be excavated, which Edward
threw himself into most eagerly and due to
Covid restrictions
it was decided to
prepare and lay a
small path to the
Parish House.

Edward preparing the path

On one cold but
bright Saturday
morning late in
May, Edward was
ably assisted by
members of the
Pizza and Prayer

Edward putting finishing touches to the path ,
above and the Youth surveying the path, below

Bigger things were to come, however.
Early Saturday morning,
29th May, after having
prepared the ‘boxing in’
of the path, right during
the week, Edward and
the
team
patiently
awaited the arrival of
the big cement mixer
opposite page and then
began the difficult task of wheeling the concrete

below…

decision was made
to have a garden
arch over the
path. A simple DIY
arch was purchased

and after a great
deal of measuring
and levelling, it
was finally in
place, below.

…which was spread out to form the path, below.

Then began the laborious job of finishing. All
hands-on deck and under the watchful eye of Fr.
Tony, below, the path was finally finished, well
almost!

Malcom Bibby is pictured above securing a
plaque to the Memorial Wall, and If you would
like to place a plaque on the Wall for a departed
loved one, please contact the office to obtain
details, price etc.

Edward then spray painted the path to match
the surrounding paths above top, and then a

Thanks to Deacon Edward, Malcom, and Guido
for their work in beautifying the area which has
already become a place of prayer and
contemplation.

Congratulations Alex

Biggest Morning Tea

Parishioners at St. Clare’s helped Alex
Mathieson celebrate his 100th birthday with
morning tea after the 9.00am Mass on Sunday,
16th May. Alex was born in Colac in 1921, grew
up in Geelong and even played for the Geelong
Cats before enlisting in the RAAF in the Second

Once again St. Clare’s hosted the Cancer
Council’s Biggest Tea held on Sunday 2nd May.
Parishioners enjoyed their cuppa and a cake and
then eagerly purchased tickets and waited the
outcome of the raffle, below.

World War. He later worked with the PMG,
Telstra and then Telecom. Alex is still living in
the home he shared with his late wife Norma
and is pictured above being blessed by Fr. Lenin
during the Mass.

Disposing of sacred Vestments

Jennifer and Queenie were able assisted by
Sebastion, pictured below, who drew the lucky
winners. A total of $350.00 was raised for the
Cancer Council.

