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Farewell Fr. Jossy

We were only given a weeks’ notice that Fr. 
Jossy Kizhakkethalackal would be leaving our 
Parish. Fortunately, St. Clare’s parishioners were 
able to farewell him after the 9.00am Mass on 
Sunday, 21st March 2021. Fr, Jossy is pictured 
below with parishioners, Daydrian and Peraeo at 
the morning tea.

Fr. Jossy celebrated his last Mass in the Parish at 
St. Clare on Wednesday 24th March 2021 .

Welcome Katrina

and welcome Fr. Lenin

I am Fr Lenin Thenamirtham from Tamil Nadu, 
southern part of India. Happy and looking 
forward to getting to know Box Hill parish 
community. I did most of my studies in 
Melbourne and consider Melbourne as my home 
in Australia. The Mighty Cats are my footy team. 
I enjoy badminton, long walks and good movies. 
I was ordained a priest in 2015. And I am 
passionate about my faith and love sharing my 
faith with new energy and zeal. I am also 
passionate about youth ministry.

Hello, I am Katrina Pirrie, it is wonderful to 
be welcomed to the Parish of St Francis 
Xavier, Box Hill. I look forward to meeting 
and working with the community and 
parishioners.

My background includes nursing, working in 
an arts organisation and raising a family of 
two teen boys.  More recently I worked at 
the Jesuit Province in Hawthorn.  

I enjoy daily exercise, the outdoors and 
visiting beachside locations. My football 
team is Hawthorn, so please don’t hold that 
against me!! 



My heart is full of joy 
for your amazing 

support and wonderful 
prayers before and 

during my final vows 
and diaconate 

ordination. Yes, it’s 
time to serve. I’m open 
to God’s Holy Spirit to 

lead and guide me 
through my period of 

prayer and service here 
in Greater Box Hill 

Parish. Kindly help me 
to serve! May you all 

remain always blessed. 
Edward SVD.

Profession of the Final Vows

On Saturday, 13th March 2021, a small
contingent of parishioners 
from St. Francis Xavier – St. 
Clare attended St. Pascals
Chapel, Albion Road, Box 
Hill to support Edward 
Teye at his Profession of 
the Final Vows.

Edward was dressed 
in traditional clothes, 
as were the other 
young men who 
were Professed with 
him.   The  Very  Rev.

Fr. Asaeli Rass SVD, Provincial Superior of the 
SVD Australia presided over the ceremony.  

Deacon Edward Teye

To complete this
magical weekend, the
Most Rev. Vincent 
Long Van Nguyen,
Bishop of Parramatta,
Ordained Edward to 
the Diaconate on
Sunday 14th March, 
the day after his 
Profession  ofFinal Vows.

Deacon Edward is pictured above after his 
Ordination demonstrating his ability on the 
‘drums’ and below with parishioners. 



Lent and beyond…

In previous years, parishioners have enjoyed Fr. 
Tony’s pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, then 
attended Mass on Ash Wednesday to receive 
the Ashes. Due to Covic-19 restrictions in 2021, 
there were no pancakes and restricted numbers 
at Mass meant that not everyone received the 
Ashes on Ash Wednesday, but at the following 
weekend’s Masses. 

Stations of the Cross commenced at St. Clare’s 
on Friday 19th February and continued until the 
Friday before Palm Sunday. Fr. Lenin is pictured 
below Blessing the Palms at St. Clare’s.

All the Easter ceremonies were live-streamed 
from St. Francis Xavier, beginning with The 
Lord’s Supper and parishioners are pictured at 
the Altar of Repose at St. Francis Xavier, below.

Our Annual Good Friday Youth Stations of the 
Cross was once again presented by the youth of 
the parish, raising $1242.62 for Mackillop Family 
Services, which supports children and families.

Then at 3pm we returned for the Passion of the 
Lord which commenced with our Priests and 
Deacons prostrating in front of the Cross.

The Vigil Mass started with Fr. Tony Blessing the 
Fire and Lighting the Pascal Candle in the pit 
outside the Friars’ Room and finished with  Fr. 
Tony giving his blessing to the congregation.

We have been so blessed to be able to celebrate 
these Easter Ceremonies, unlike last year when 
doors were closed to only the five involved with 
the Mass and live-streaming. We have much to 
be grateful for and so many people should be 
thanked for all their 
hard work in enabling 
these ceremonies to 
run so smoothly. You 
know who you are and your parish thanks you.



…Around the Parish…

Several members of the RCIA team attended 
the wedding of Shan and Anusha 
Wickramanayake on Saturday 9th January 2021 
at St. Philip’s Catholic Church in Blackburn 
North, in a very small, Nuptial Mass. Fr. Marcus 
Goulding, now Assistant Priest at Melton
Bacchus Marsh officiated. 

Shan, a Catechumen during the 2019/2020 
SFX/STC program, was drawn to the Catholic 
faith through his then fiancé, Anusha, and has 
embraced it fully.

The Mass was live streamed for family and 
friends in Sri Lanka and there are plans to 
celebrate in Sri Lanka sometime in the future. 
May God bring the happy couple many 
blessings.

Fr. Tony continually endeavours to improve the 
live-streaming experience for viewers and to 
that end has purchased a new camera. It is, for 
those technically minded a Datavideo BC-50 
Block Camera and pictured here with Fr. Tony is 
Michael Levi who installed the camera. 

St. Patrick’s Day was celebrated after the
9.00am Mass on Wednesday, 17th March at St. 
Clare Church with a cuppa in the Narthex and 

later, nineteen Monty Carlos and friends, went 
to the Doncaster Shoppingtown Hotel for lunch. 
It was the first time for many to have ventured 
out to such a public place, apart from church 
and everyone had a great time catching up with 
friends they had not seen for quite some time, 
pictured below.

As well as preparing for his Ordination to the
Diaconate, Deacon 
Edward has recently 
graduated with a 
Bachelor of Ministry 
from the University 
of Divinity and last 
year, (2020) gained a
Bachelor of Theology.
Congratulations from 
all your friends in the 
Parish of St. Francis 
Xavier - St. Clare.


