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A Very Covid Christmas
Christmas 2020 for many was the first time their
family as a whole had been together for many
months, perhaps since Christmas 2019 due to
COVID-19 restrictions. But as Fr. Tony said in his
Christmas message in Troubadour Christmas
2020 ‘many of us have had to step up, adjust,
reach out or even find ourselves doing new
things in different ways’. And that is exactly
what our parish did to celebrate the birth of the
Christ Child.
Not since St. Francis Xavier Church was a
construction site in 2011, have we celebrated a
Christmas Mass outside, but that is exactly what
happened, see below. Fr. Tony Kerin celebrated
the Seniors Mass on the St. Francis Xavier
School Oval on Christmas Eve at 6.30pm.

The Mass was well attended, see below, with
perhaps a crowd of 350 in attendance, many
having first attended the Adaptation of the
Liturgy of Nine Lessons and Carols in St. Francis
Xavier Church at 5.30pm.

But we are getting ahead of ourselves. The
Christmas Masses and Carols did not just
‘happen’. It took planning and organising to
bring everything to fruition.
Music
Our Director of Music, Asher Watters-Cowan
was restricted in holding choir practices, but
shortly before Advent, Covid restrictions relaxed
and Asher was allowed to have 5 choir members
together for practice and was able to bring
together the cantors and prepared them for the
Adaptation of the Liturgy of Nine Lessons and
Carols, see below. The main choir held only one
practice, but as they were singing familiar
hymns and carols, it was not a problem.

When the Nativity were erected in the Churches

Christmas was just around the corner.

And now the fun starts…
The decision was made to hold the Christmas
Eve Family Massan outdoors because Covid-19
restrictions would not allow more than 250
people attend Mass at St. Francis Xavier and 140
at St. Clare.
The School Oval was the perfect place and could
accommodate many more than 250, more than
double and then some. Preparations began a
couple of days prior to Christmas Eve.

The ‘lines’ have been drawn, above and below

On Tuesday 22nd December, under the direction
of Malcom Bibby, the Parish Maintenance
Manager, one marque was positioned at the left
corner near the teacher’s carpark to
accommodate Asher Watters-Cowan and his
keyboard and the cantor Merryn Hughes.

One marquee up, one more to go…

For Fr. Tony to celebrate Mass outside, the
stage from the Parish Hall would need to be
taken outside and on Christmas Eve morning,
the stage was taken outside, and the second
marque placed over it to protect the Altar,
below. Fr. Tony would have his Altar and the

What will we do now?

Lines had to be drawn on the oval to show
parishioners where to go for the distribution of
Holy Communion during the Mass and this
activity was enjoyed perhaps a little too much!
There was some debate as to who should be in
charge of the line marking machine, Guido, Fr.
Jossy or our Seminarian Edward, and as you see
a democratic decision was made, right above.

Christmas Masses would soon be celebrated.

Seniors Mass
While waiting in the
Narthex at St. Francis
Xavier Church before the
Seniors Mass started on
Christmas Eve, Edward,
our Seminarian was
holding the Infant Jesus,
pictured left, which Fr.
Tony later placed in the
crib after the procession
to the Altar, see below.

All Christmas Masses were well attended, in fact
the Christmas Eve Mass at St. Clare’s was ‘fully
booked’ but a few late comers were able to gain
entry due to some people not turning up!

Parishioners at the Seniors Mass

Nine Lessons and Carols
‘The Carols’ were prepared by Asher WattersCowan and held after the Seniors Mass with our
Cantors leading the singing and the Readings by
youth of the parish. Not a grey hair in sight!

We listened to and sang along to all the old
favourites, Once in Royal David’s City, Away in a
Manger, While Shepherds Watched their Flocks
etc and what was very special, O Come, O Come
Emmanuel arranged and sung by Merryn and
Nina Hughes.
Roáte Caéli, Gabriel’s Message and Behold a
Rose e’er Blooming were beautifully sung by the
parish cantors, see below.

Four young parishioners after the Carols

Family Mass on the Oval
At the Conclusion of ‘The Carols’ many
wandered down to the School Oval for the
Family Mass and then of course parishioners
had the opportunity to attend the 9.00pm Mass
at St. Clare followed by the midnight Mass at St.
Francis Xavier. Christmas Day Masses were held
at St. Clare at 9.00am and 10.15am at St. Francis
Xavier and not forgetting the Italian Mass at St.
Clare at 11.00am.
All in all, the coming of the Christ Child was
celebrated by many, many parishioners and
what was pleasing to see was the attendance at
the Christmas Masses of parishioners who had
not attended Mass for quite some time due to
Covid restrictions.

2020 a year for decluttering
2020 was the mad year during which many of us
attempted to clutter our laundries, garages, and
backyard-sheds, full of toilet paper. While our
physical homes may have been jam-packed, our
emotional homes – our hearts – have been
opened for some serious spring-cleaning. As
someone who had been separated from my
family in Newcastle, NSW, for most of the year, I
have been able to contemplate and make
serious stocktake on the real things that matter
to me – family, being one example. Coronavirus
has brought one positive – an emotional
decluttering of the unimportant things. In early
December, I made a quick trip back home, only
to have my family follow me back to Melbourne
shortly afterwards for Christmas and a
wonderful week on Phillip Island. Our
parishioners continue to pray for those who are
yet to be reunited with their families due to
domestic and international border closures.
Asher Watters-Cowan

A Brand-New Year
2020 proved to be full of challenges we had
never experienced before. At the outset of the
pandemic, we didn’t dream of the measures we
would have to experience to help our country
become a safe haven for all.
The time I looked forward to most, after the
restrictions were eased, was being with my
family again as I had not seen them for five
months. This had been impossible as both
families live beyond the 25kms zone. It also
meant not being able to travel to Perth to see
more family. These restrictions were gradually
eased so I was able to see children and
grandchildren. I was able to listen to Covid
stories and how their lives were impacted by
new rules and challenges on/off again remote
learning; no Saturday/Sunday sport which is so
important in small country towns; no annual
Deb. ball; no after school jobs and not seeing
friends at school or home.
Fortunately, my family of seven brothers and
sisters was able to meet in the country to
celebrate Christmas together - a wonderful
time. I was able to catch up with close friends
and spend New Year together which we have
done for the past 25 years.

I also spent a week with daughters and their
children at the beach. While the weather was
not very inviting, board games were a hit. 2021
is a brand-new year full of hope and promise. I
look forward to new possibilities and challenges.
Happy New year to all.
Joan Wells

2020 a year out of the box!
Our Christmas! Where to start. We were hit
with Covid 19 and nobody knew exactly what
we were in for. It was a different and strange
world to us, but, then there was finally a silver
lining. It happened at the beginning of
December when we were almost ‘set free’. Free
to attend Mass, free to visit relatives and friends
and free to plan for Christmas.
As we went through Advent, we realised that
Christmas was really coming and a great sense
of anticipation and excitement won the day and
we decorated our house, we put up the tree
and cooking for Christmas Day took place.
We went Christmas shopping with family
members which was fun, a bit tiring, but a lovely
feeling that we were able to do this all
together. Wrapping the presents and placing
them under the tree was done with a sense of
gratitude.
We went to the 4.00 pm Mass on Christmas Eve
and it was so very special, absolutely beautiful,
with Father Tony celebrating Mass which gave
us all a feeling of peace and gratitude that we
were there all together with our Lord.
We are a very small family in comparison to so
many others but when they arrived at our
house, we hugged and gave thanks that we
were all well and all together again. We
enjoyed a traditional English Christmas lunch
and laughed a lot at the silly jokes and trinkets
enclosed in the Crackers. We raised our glasses
to our loved family members and friends no
longer with us and also to our family members
and friends in England who were, and still are,
going through a very tough Covid time.
Yes, it was a very special Christmas giving us a
great appreciation of each other and the fact
that we were all together. It also made us more
than ever aware of what a great country we live
in. God Bless you all.
Pat Cleary

