
St Francis Xavier & St Clare                                

Catholic Parish of  

Greater Box Hill                                                      
 

Entrance The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and Joseph 
  and the Infant lying in a manger. 
 
 

Acclamation Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and  
  Resurrection you have set us free.                                                                          
 
 

Communion Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us. 
 



St Francis Xavier Church 
1087 Whitehorse Road 
Box Hill 3128 
 

St Clare Church 
138 Woodhouse Grove  
Box Hill North 3129 
Telephone     9401 6371 
email: boxhill@cam.org.au 
www.scsfx.org.au 

  Catholic Parish of 
  Greater Box Hill 

 

SFX Primary School    9890 1108 
www.sfxboxhill.catholic.edu.au 
Acting Principal: Catherine Wells 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Kerin JCL EV 
Twitter: @Tony Kerin 
#GreaterBoxHill 
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jossy Kizhakkethalackal  
Deacon: Deacon Brian Muling 
 

St. Francis Xavier Office Hours:   
Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Soares 
Parish Admin Officer: Alicia Cleary 
Parish Seniors Advocate: Colleen Kelly 
Mobile Number: 0450 224 204 
Music Director: Asher Watters Cowan   
 

Mass Times: 
St. Clare 
Weekend Mass Times 
Sunday:          9.00 am 
Italian                                           11.00 am  
Weekday Mass Times 
Wednesday:                                  9.00 am 
Thursday:                                       7.00 pm 
Saturday:                                       9.00 am  
Reconciliation:  Saturday:  9.30 - 10 am 
 

St. Francis Xavier    
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday:                              Vigil 5.30 pm 
Sunday:          7.30 am 
        10.15 am 
          5.30 pm 
Mandarin Mass       12.30 pm           
 

Weekday Mass Times 
Monday—Friday:                         12 noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4.00 –5.00 pm  
 

Marriages: By appointment 
 

Baptisms: 
SFX - 1st & 3rd Sundays only at 11.30am 

St Clare - during 9.00am Mass  

 

Preparation Session - 1st Wednesday of 
the month at 7 pm in Friars Room 

 
 

Presentation Mass - 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10.15am Mass at SFX.  

 

Please ring Parish Office to arrange. 
 
 

Our Parish community of Greater Box 
Hill is committed to the Victorian Child 

Safety Standards and acknowledges 
that Safeguarding is everyone’s 

responsibility.  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

In an era when so much talk is devoted to the discussion of family values, the readings for 

this feast offer significant challenge. Those who believe in Christ, while still adhering to 

certain cultural codes of conduct, are asked to consider new and ever more balanced ways 

of relating. In view of their lives as Christians, parents and children, husbands and wives, 

brothers and sisters must all be embraced as equal members of the household of God.  
 

 

While it is important that children of all ages honour their parents, the caring relationship 

of adult children for aging parents is vital in a time of mobility, nursing homes, and the 

lack of extended families. From God's perspective, loving care of aged members is non-

negotiable. It is a family virtue that is to be kept sacred.  
 

 

Wisdom comes with time and experience. Such wisdom is a source of blessing, for it pro-

vides insight and a perspective that allows the community to know the mystery and the 

presence of God. When the wisdom of the elderly is respected, the young are enriched by 

the stories of the past. Wisdom figures can point the community to places where God is 

working and where the divine can be found. It is their respect for tradition that allows the 

elderly to speak the prophetic words that can change the course of the future and inspire 

noble deeds of courage in the face of great pain. In reverencing the elderly and their wis-

dom, the community of believers receive Christ.  

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Liberation of Women 

In today’s Gospel, Mary, having given birth, is regarded as ritually unclean. She could not 

take part in public worship until she was ‘purified’. This involved offering up a couple of 

pigeons which she and Joseph had to buy.  
 

 

No wonder that, at the Cleansing of the Temple, Jesus shatters the cages in which the pi-

geons were kept! He was angry with a Temple system which saw Mary that way, which 

thought of all women giving birth that way. Indeed, his whole ministry is full of instances 

when women breach religious and cultural taboos in his presence, because of his presence. 
 

 

This Feast of the Holy Family gives us the opportunity to thank God for our mothers who, 

like Mary, helped fulfil God’s plan for humankind by birthing us into the world.  
 

 

We could pause for a moment to pray that the Church changes rules and structures which 

confine women in cages built from ideologies foreign to the Gospel, lest those rules  

become swords which pierce Mary’s soul.  

© Fr Michael Tate  

Office Hours 

SFX Parish Office is now closed and will reopen on Tuesday 19 January 2021 

(Urgent messages may be left  on the answering machine during this time).  

During January, Extraordinary Ministers of Eucharist & Ministers 

of the Word are requested to volunteer at Masses as required. 

Stewardship Corner 

“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.”  - Colossians 3:13  

Forgiving is one of the hardest things for people to do.  We can’t give what we don’t 

have.  We need to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness first before we can give it to  

others. Go to the sacrament of Reconciliation and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

Then, share give the gift of forgiveness with someone – a family member, a friend or a  

co-worker. Pick up the phone or text someone right now.   

Happy 90th Birthday to Gino Silvestri who celebrated his birthday 
on Friday 25th December. Many Blessings from all the  

parishioners at Greater Box Hill.  
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