
St Francis Xavier & St Clare                                

Catholic Parish of  

Greater Box Hill                                                      
 

Entrance Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship is 
  in his grasp, and power and dominion. 
 
 

Acclamation We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your  
  Resurrection until you come again. 
 
 

Communion We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts 
  to adore the Lord. 



St Francis Xavier Church 
1087 Whitehorse Road 
Box Hill 3128 
 

St Clare Church 
138 Woodhouse Grove  
Box Hill North 3129 
Telephone     9401 6371 
email: boxhill@cam.org.au 
www.scsfx.org.au 

  Catholic Parish of 
  Greater Box Hill 

 

SFX Primary School    9890 1108 
www.sfxboxhill.catholic.edu.au 
Acting Principal: Catherine Wells 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Kerin JCL EV 
Twitter: @Tony Kerin 
#GreaterBoxHill 
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jossy Kizhakkethalackal  
Deacon: Deacon Brian Muling 
 

St. Francis Xavier Office Hours:   
Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Soares 
Parish Admin Officer: Alicia Cleary 
Parish Seniors Advocate: Colleen Kelly 
Mobile Number: 0450 224 204 
Music Director: Asher Watters Cowan   
 

Mass Times: 
St. Clare 
Weekend Mass Times 
Sunday:          9.00 am 
Italian                                           11.00 am  
Weekday Mass Times 
Wednesday:                                  9.00 am 
Thursday:                                       7.00 pm 
Saturday:                                       9.00 am  
Reconciliation:  Saturday:  9.30 - 10 am 
 

St. Francis Xavier    
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday:                              Vigil 5.30 pm 
Sunday:          7.30 am 
        10.15 am 
          5.30 pm 
Mandarin Mass       12.30 pm           
 

Weekday Mass Times 
Monday—Friday:                         12 noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4.00 –5.00 pm  
 

Marriages: By appointment 
 

Baptisms: 
SFX - 1st & 3rd Sundays only at 11.30am 

St Clare - during 9.00am Mass  

 

Preparation Session - 1st Wednesday of 
the month at 7 pm in Friars Room 

 
 

Presentation Mass - 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10.15am Mass at SFX.  

 

Please ring Parish Office to arrange. 
 
 

Our Parish community of Greater Box 
Hill is committed to the Victorian Child 

Safety Standards and acknowledges 
that Safeguarding is everyone’s 

responsibility.  

The Epiphany of the Lord 

The Christmas season reaches an apex with the Epiphany. In some liturgical traditions, it is 

the central celebration of Christmas. It commemorates not only the birth of Christ and the 

visit of the Magi, but also his baptism in the Jordan and the manifestation of his glory at 

the wedding feast of Cana. In the Roman Catholic tradition, the focus is on the visit of the 

Magi and the implications of that visit for the glorious manifestation of God to all the peo-

ples of the world.  

 

There is a wonderful summons to alertness and presence of mind and heart, a call for all 

the nations to witness the marvellous works of God that shine as light in the midst of the 

surrounding darkness. The light of God is known in the ways in which the most vulnerable 

in the city are cared for and acknowledged. In just action and righteousness, the city be-

comes the beacon of God, and all the nations are attracted by this light. The quality of the 

light leads the way through the darkness and sustains the world in goodness and peace.  

 

The manifestation of God among us changes the ways in which we perceive each other. 

Christ's birth provides us with the light by which we see a new criterion for relating. The 

Magi represent the multi-ethnic and cultural diversity in civic and parish situations, as well 

as the many religions of the world. All people, regardless of race or ethnic origin, can be co

-heirs with Christ.  

© Dianne Bergant CSA 
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Stars and Seekers after Truth  

Unlike the writers of the horoscope columns in our newspapers, these Wise Men were 

scholar astrologers, probably from Syria or Iraq. They believed that the stars controlled the 

destiny of human beings, but they were open enough to the Hebrew scriptures to be led to 

the amazing discovery of a star-child in Bethlehem.  

 

They knelt before this baby, doing homage, because they realised that the stars did not 

control this infant, but that there was something of this baby which caused the night sky to 

respond! They preserved the child from the deadly schemes of Herod, and then they re-

turned to their home country, ‘by a different way’. They were on a different journey after 

encountering the Child.  

 

Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the East to the manger? In 

fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting each and every one to be-

come seekers after Truth.  

 

As a person responds to this prompting and tries to lead a good humane life, then the 

Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can draw them into the saving life of God. Thus, billions 

in China and India who have never heard the Gospel, can be saved. But, such persons do 

not savour the fullness of Truth as we do with the privilege of having the scriptures and the 

sacraments. Where it is possible, we are obliged to offer them the road map to the Truth.  

We can take a moment to affirm our faith in the baby in the manger as the One of whom 

Dante spoke: ‘the Love which moves the sun and other stars’. Come, let us adore him.  

© Fr Michael Tate  

Office Hours 

SFX Parish Office is now closed and will reopen on Tuesday 19 January 2021 

(Urgent messages may be left  on the answering machine during this time).  

During January, Extraordinary Ministers of Eucharist & Ministers 

of the Word are requested to volunteer at Masses as required. 

Stewardship Corner - “..they fell down and worshipped him.  Then they opened 

their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh...” - Matthew 2:11  

Notice the order of events in the Magi’s visit.  First, they knelt before Jesus and prayed to 

Him.  Then they presented Him with their gifts.  We, too, must take time to pray before 

we present our gifts to the Lord.  We never know what God may be asking us to share!  
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