
St Francis Xavier & St Clare                                

Catholic Parish of  

Greater Box Hill                                                      
 

Entrance After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened, and 
  the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of 
  the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
  am well pleased. 
 
 

Acclamation We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your  
  Resurrection until you come again. 
 
 

Communion Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified 
  that this is the Son of God. 
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138 Woodhouse Grove  
Box Hill North 3129 
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  Greater Box Hill 

 

SFX Primary School    9890 1108 
www.sfxboxhill.catholic.edu.au 
Acting Principal: Catherine Wells 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Anthony Kerin JCL EV 
Twitter: @Tony Kerin 
#GreaterBoxHill 
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Jossy Kizhakkethalackal  
Deacon: Deacon Brian Muling 
 

St. Francis Xavier Office Hours:   
Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Soares 
Parish Admin Officer: Alicia Cleary 
Parish Seniors Advocate: Colleen Kelly 
Mobile Number: 0450 224 204 
Music Director: Asher Watters Cowan   
 

Mass Times: 
St. Clare 
Weekend Mass Times 
Sunday:          9.00 am 
Italian                                           11.00 am  
Weekday Mass Times 
Wednesday:                                  9.00 am 
Thursday:                                       7.00 pm 
Saturday:                                       9.00 am  
Reconciliation:  Saturday:  9.30 - 10 am 
 

St. Francis Xavier    
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday:                              Vigil 5.30 pm 
Sunday:          7.30 am 
        10.15 am 
          5.30 pm 
Mandarin Mass       12.30 pm           
 

Weekday Mass Times 
Monday—Friday:                         12 noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4.00 –5.00 pm  
 

Marriages: By appointment 
 

Baptisms: 
SFX - 1st & 3rd Sundays only at 11.30am 

St Clare - during 9.00am Mass  

 

Preparation Session - 1st Wednesday of 
the month at 7 pm in Friars Room 

 
 

Presentation Mass - 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10.15am Mass at SFX.  

 

Please ring Parish Office to arrange. 
 
 

Our Parish community of Greater Box 
Hill is committed to the Victorian Child 

Safety Standards and acknowledges 
that Safeguarding is everyone’s 

responsibility.  

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

With this feast, the Christmas cycle comes to a close. It expands the universality of God's 

presence proclaimed on the Epiphany and locates it in the messianic mission of Jesus es-

tablished at his baptism. It might be seen as the summary of the entire liturgical cycle: the 

one born among us is the servant of God who brings to all the nations a universal promise 

of justice and the fulfilment of hope.  
 

Jesus is mysterious servant through whom God's saving action is accomplished. He is the 

light that guides those in darkness. He has been given to the nations as the promise of lib-

eration and the hope of the age to come. His mission is directed to all peoples. Since God’s 

voice spoke over creation and over the head of Jesus as he emerged from the waters of the 

Jordan, God’s regeneration of nature is accomplished in and through him.  
 

Anointed by the Spirit, Jesus is commissioned to begin his prophetic work and ministry, a 

work of inclusivity and the relinquishment of bondage and fear. As the heavens opened, 

Jesus was identified as the beloved one of God. Now the community of believers is identi-

fied with Jesus the servant of God. Through Baptism, Christians share in his prophetic and 

divine ministry. They too receive at baptism a commission to commit themselves to the 

service of the poor and to the cause of compassion. The feast of the Baptism of Jesus is a 

reminder of the call to Christian service.  

© Dianne Bergant CSA 
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A Whisper echoing Heaven 

 

Jesus was immersed in the Waters of the River Jordan as though he were a repentant sin-

ner. Why? Jesus wanted to be identified with the mass of sinful humanity. During this 

great act of solidarity, Jesus clearly had a mystical experience as He emerged from the 

waters: the Heavens opening, the Spirit descending like a dove, and hearing a bat qol, a 

whisper echoing Heaven.  
 

Each of us has been incorporated into Our Lord’s Baptism. At whatever age we received 

Baptism, the Heavens were opened and Divine love and power streamed from Heaven to 

earth. The Holy Spirit, Divine Lover of humanity, hovered gently. Deep down, at the inti-

mate wellspring of life, the Divine Voice was heard: ‘You are my beloved daughter’ or ‘You 

are my beloved son, my favour rests on you.’  

 

We could pause for a moment to pray that we might wake up each morning with that Di-

vine Voice ringing in our ears, and then re-echoing it in our lives.  

© Fr Michael Tate  

Office Hours 

SFX Parish Office is now closed and will reopen on Tuesday 19 January 2021 

(Urgent messages may be left  on the answering machine during this time).  

During January, Extraordinary Ministers of Eucharist & Ministers 

of the Word are requested to volunteer at Masses as required. 

Stewardship Corner   

“And a voice came from the heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 

pleased.’” - Mark 1:11  

Through our baptism, we too, are daughters and sons of God.  We are disciples of Je-

sus.  As true disciples we are called to actively participate in our Catholic faith, not just be 

mere bystanders.  This means working in collaboration with the Holy Spirit and discerning 

how we are being asked to use our gifts.  Using our gifts for the benefit of others and not 

just for our own interests and comfort.  
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