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Dear Parishioners, 
Today is the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nine months after her Immaculate Conception 
as the child of Joachim and Anne celebrated on December 8. Please sing Happy Birthday and 
say a Hail Mary to commemorate the occasion. Mothers, from my experience, love it when we 
remember their birthday but not their age.  
 
The Catholic Church in Australia marks Safeguarding Sunday (formerly Child Protection Sunday) 
on the second Sunday of September -- at the conclusion of National Child Protection Week. 
Safeguarding Sunday seeks to acknowledge the immense damage caused by the sexual abuse of 
children and adults at risk, including by priests, religious and lay people within Catholic 
contexts. It makes a commitment to practices and protocols that create and maintain safe 
environments for all people. It invites people to pray for those harmed by abuse directly and 
indirectly. 
 
Child Protection Week is a national campaign held each year to raise awareness of child-abuse 
prevention in our communities. In 2022, the overarching message of ‘Every child, in every 
community needs a fair go’ will be embraced for Child Protection Week. A particular focus this 
year will also be on the right of children and young people to grow up in environments that 
support them according to their needs. As we know, when children and young people grow up 
safe, connected and supported in their families, communities and culture, they thrive. 
 
Safeguarding Essentials is the new 30-minute online training module for all clergy and 
volunteers within the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne. This accessible and engaging 
resource provides clergy and volunteers with foundational knowledge and a clear 
understanding of their duty of care and expectations in relation to safeguarding children, young 
people and vulnerable persons from all forms of abuse and harm. 
This will become an annual requirement for everyone and fortunately it is possible to complete 
individually online. Once completed the participants will receive a certificate of completion and 
the parish will also receive notification that the module has been completed successfully.  
 
To access the online training you can go to: www.safeguarding.melbournecatholic.org  
To login, each volunteer or clergy member will need: their unique Working with Children Check 
ID and an email address. To register, volunteers will need to select their parish from the 
dropdown menu as their Primary Organization of Service. 
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Our goal at Greater Box Hill parish is to have not only a Child Safe parish, but to have a Child 
Friendly parish. This will demand a tolerance from older parishioners who may from time to 
time be disturbed by the noise and activity of young children. At the parish council last week we 
are tossing around ideas about how we might provide children’s liturgy, altar server training, 
playgroups and the like. If you know someone who is interested in these ventures let me know 
by email.  
 
Today is also R U Okay day. It is a reminder about the importance of a conversation, beginning 
with a simple ‘are you okay?’. If you’ve noticed someone’s distracted or got a lot on their plate, 
take the time to ask ‘R U OK?’ By starting a conversation, you could help a workmate or 
someone within your Parish Community open up about what they’re going through.  
Don’t try and ‘fix’ their problem but instead help them think of steps they could take to better 
manage the situation. Try asking: ‘What have you done in the past that’s been helpful?’ ‘How 
would you like me to support you?’ ‘What’s something you can do for yourself right now? 
Something that’s enjoyable, prayerful or relaxing?’ 
 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
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