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8 December 2022 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

Today is the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. Not to be confused with the Virginal 
Conception of Jesus, this dogma, pronounced by Pope Pius IX on 8 December 1854, declared 
that the Blessed Virgin Mary herself was conceived without original sin. The proclamation was 
made before 303 dignitaries from all around the world who were invited by the Pope especially 
for this purpose.  

Archbishop James Goold of Melbourne was unable to attend but sent a bag of gold nuggets 
mined here in Victoria to the Pope as a gift. Pope Pius used this gold to cast 303 gold 
commemorative medals fashioned after the medal promoted by St Catherine Laboure following 
her apparition of the Blessed Virgin in 1830. This earlier medal, now known as a Miraculous 
Medal, assured its wearers the promised grace of Our Lady’s protection. Around the edge of 
the medal were inscribed the words ‘O Mary conceived without sin pray for us who have 
recourse to thee.’ 

Miraculous Medals are still available and can be obtained from the piety stall at St Clare’s. If 
they have exhausted the supply, we can order them in for you.  

Traditionally the second weekend of December hosts the leaving collection for the Melbourne 
Overseas Mission. Founded in 1968 by Cardinal James Knox, the mission provides assistance to 
developing countries as an outreach of the Catholic Church community in the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne. All agency personnel work in a voluntary capacity for MOM. 

I had mentioned that our parish manager Charlie Mellican had applied for a Community Project 
grant being offered by the Suburban Rail Loop Authority for projects in the vicinity of the new 
Rail Loop Stations. I am pleased to report that a grant of $40,000 has been received to subsidise 
the development of the Piazza. 

We are currently holding meetings planning for next year. In 2023 Ash Wednesday falls on 
February 22, Easter Sunday on April 9 and Pentecost Sunday on May 28. The rite of election for 
RCIA will be at the Cathedral on February 26.  

May I ask that you mark your calendar for Saturday February 11. From 10am until 1pm we will 
hold our inaugural All of Parish Ministry and Leadership Forum at St Francis Xavier School Hall. 
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We intend to gather every person who ministers, volunteers, assists or participates in every 
aspect of Parish Life for a connection session to introduce our Parish theme for 2023. “Be a 
disciple – make new disciples”   

Our aim is to intentionally connect with one another so that we can minister in one mind, as a 
witness to newcomers who might see the joy we experience in every sphere of activity 
undertaken for the glory of God in Greater Box Hill.  More about this later, but for now please 
reserve this date in your diary.  

Yours in Jesus Christ,  
 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 
 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
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