
 

Greater Box Hill Parish 
St Francis Xavier & St Clare Parish Office 

1087 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill VIC 3128 Australia 
Telephone: (03) 9401 6371  Email: boxhill@cam.org.au 

 

 
 

Saint Francis Xavier Church 

Cnr Whitehorse & Dorking Rds 

Box Hill VIC 3128 

Saint Clare Church 

138 Woodhouse Grove 

Box Hill North VIC 3129 

4 February 2021 

This is my first update letter since the end of October last year. Many have expressed their 

appreciation for the weekly update through lock down last year. Thus, we have decided to 

resume the practice even if after a break of three months.  

 

I wish I had better news to start this letter but unfortunately our wonderful parish secretary has 

given notice of her resignation and finishes with us on February 19th. We are sorry to lose her 

significant skills. She has contributed greatly in more ways that you would know. However, from 

the time she and her husband bought their new home in Mernda, the practicality of such a 

lengthy commute meant her days with us were numbered. We wish them well in their new parish 

and have commenced the search for her successor.  

 

From 11:59pm, 3 February 2021 Fitted face coverings are mandatory in public indoor spaces; that 

includes our Churches. In addition to indoor public spaces, fitted face coverings continue to be 

mandatory in the following locations: on public transport, when riding in a ride share or taxi,     on 

domestic flights to and from Victoria, at airports and when working in or visiting hospitals and 

care facilities. 

 

The limit on the number of people gathering in a household will be reduced from 30 to 15, 

meaning the household members plus 15 visitors (excluding children under 12 months of age). It 

is strongly recommended that fitted face coverings be worn. 

 

The Church in Australia will celebrate the Sunday of the Word of God on the first Sunday in 

February each year, starting this coming Sunday. Pope Francis last year instituted the celebration 

encouraging the celebration, study and dissemination of the Word of God. 

 

The date for marking the Sunday of the Word of God was set by the Pope as the Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time. However, in light of the regular coincidence of the Australia Day holiday or 

associated long weekend with the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference have decided to assign the first Sunday in February as Sunday of the Word of God in 

Australia. Visit www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday  to access resources to help 

commemorate the day and for suggestions on how to better engage with Sacred Scripture in 

various ways and settings. 
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It is most timely therefore that the Bible Study Group is resuming on Ash Wednesday, February 

17th is. They will recommence at 7pm sharp in the Friar’s Room and continue on subsequent 

Wednesday evenings. See full details in this week’s bulletin.   

 

This morning at a requiem Mass at St Francis Xavier Church we bade farewell to Pat Meaney, a 

resident at Bedford Heights since 2005 and more recently Uniting Age Well in Thames St. She 

was for many years an ardent supporter and volunteer at St Mary’s House of Welcome Homeless 

Service in Brunswick Street Fitzroy in addition to her extensive involvement here at Box Hill 

Parish.    

 

The parish council is conducting its first meeting for the year this evening. This will be a busy 

meeting as we scale up our activities commensurate with the gradual opening up of our various 

venues for physical attendance. If you have a desire to serve the parish by involvement as a parish 

councillor contact the parish office boxhill@cam.org.au to register your interest.  

 

See you in Church or on our livestream, 

 

Yours in Jesus Christ,  

 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/GreaterBoxHillParish  
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