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Dear Parishioners, 
As this financial year draws to a close, we have been treated to some of the results of the 
August 2021 National Census. The media have splashed reports of the decline of religious 
adherence into prominence. Christians are now just 44% of the population, down from 61% ten 
years ago. As Murray Campbell, wisely noted;   

People who have connections with Christianity are waking up to the fact that they don’t 
actually trust in Jesus or agree with the Bible or like the Church, and so they are simply 
pulling the plug. The decline of Christian nominalism is a positive, and I suspect we still 
have quite a way to go before this process is finished. In that sense, as Australia moves 
into an environment where identifying as a Christian really means you are a follower of 
Jesus Christ and belong to a local church, then that distinction is good and healthy, not 
only for churches and for individual people but for the entire country … A Christian is 
someone who actively believes and lives and breathes the Gospel, not someone who 
attended a religious school or whose parents are believers. 

There will be the predictable calls from fervent anti religionists to use these census results to 
justify the removal of all government funding from educational, health and social services 
conducted by Churches, but government budgets could not afford to do this, since providing 
replacement services would cost the tax payer so much more.  
 
The good news is that our call to mission is now much clearer. Proclaiming the “Good News” of 
Jesus to our neighbors, who are largely unaware of God’s love for them, cannot be left to that 
“anonymous silent majority”. That majority no longer exists. This is a task for an active minority. 
On the bright side the focus for our evangelizing is now a much larger target. The time for 
mission is now and the place is here. This evangelizing was previously like a “home game” 
played in a nominally Christian country. It is now much more an “away game” but now 
everyone on our team has made a firm choice to be there. With our fellow Christian Churches 
of Whitehorse, I know we are up for the challenge.  
 
I am off to Sydney after the 7.30am Mass this Sunday for the Second Assembly of the Fifth 
Australian Plenary Council. The sessions are being held at St Mary’s Cathedral College from 
Monday to Friday but the opening Mass, which will be streamed live on the Plenary Council 
Website, will be celebrated at Mary MacKillop Place in North Sydney.   
 
There will be daily reports produced during the second assembly that can be found on 
the Plenary Council’s news page and on their Facebook page. All Masses during the second 
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assembly will be livestreamed. The opening session each day from July 4 to July 8 will also be 
livestreamed. Click here to view the livestream schedule. The livestream will be accessible on 
the Plenary Council website’s home page and the Plenary Council YouTube channel. A portal 
has been set up on the home page of the Plenary Council website to allow parishioners to send 
a message to the assembly, with those messages to be posted to a wall-sized version of the 
Council logo. 
 
Pope Francis released a new apostolic letter on the liturgy on Wednesday, the feast of Saints 
Peter and Paul. The letter, Desiderio desideravi, addresses “the liturgical formation of the 
People of God.” The title is taken from a passage in St. Luke’s Gospel describing the Last Supper, 
when Jesus instituted the Eucharist. In Luke 22:15, Jesus tells his disciples: “I have earnestly 
desired [desiderio desideravi] to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” Pope Francis 
presents some valuable insights about forming our attitude toward the Mass and how we might 
celebrate the liturgy more prayerfully. Let me know what you think about this by email.  
 
From July we are able to resume receiving holy communion from the cup again. At St Francis 
Xavier and St Clare we will offer the chalice to those who choose to do so. This choice is entirely 
at your discretion and I understand if people may yet feel hesitant. The option is there for those 
who wish to use it. We will also start to reintroduce the two collections with the collectors 
passing the collection baskets.  
 
Please keep me in your prayers this coming week. 
Yours in Jesus Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/GreaterBoxHillParish  
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