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23 September 2021 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
As if a pandemic, protest riots, bushfires and floods were not enough to test our patience, 
yesterday we had earthquakes added to the litany of woe. The fabric of our facilities was 
shaken but unharmed and for that we are grateful. The next rain storm will verify this for us.  Fr 
Justin Forde at St Mary’s Ascot Vale had a narrow escape while saying 9am Mass. Shortly after 
he had consumed from the chalice two marble Angels fell from the baldacchino above the high 
altar smashing into the credence table beside the present day altar. They had not moved since 
they were put there in 1938 so this descent of angels was quite unexpected.   
 
The indicative roadmap for the resumption of physical attendance at Mass is now in play. It is 
however subject to the attaining of vaccination percentages and so the dates for transition are 
fluid. When we achieve 70% double dosed we can celebrate Mass for 50 fully vaccinated 
persons but only outdoors. If the vaccination status of those attending is unknown the limit is 
just 20 persons outdoors. We are in the process of clarifying what this might mean but the 
estimation is that we should reach 70% on or soon after October 26th. We still have four weeks 
to ascertain the finer consequences of this direction.  
 
The outdoor Masses will be brief and standing room only for most participants. The weekday 
Masses will be in the Piazza at SFX and somewhat weather dependent. We will use the Friar’s 
Room QR placards for these Masses as the Church will continue to be used for the Livestream 
Masses each day. We may be able to use the school grounds for the weekend Masses. We will 
continue to stream Mass each day from inside the Church with just five persons.  
 
When 80% of 16+ is fully vaccinated we can resume Mass indoors for up to 150 fully vaccinated 
persons at St Francis Xavier Church and 140 at St Clare’s. This is predicted to be on or soon after 
November 5th. For celebrations where the vaccination status of the congregation is unknown 
the limit for these indoor Masses will remain at 20 persons. I would have thought that once 
80% of the community is vaccinated it would be sufficient if 80% of our congregations were 
fully vaccinated for all Mass capacities to be treated equally, but these decisions are above my 
pay grade (age pension).  QR registration on arrival, social distancing and mask wearing indoors 
will be required of course.  
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Don’t forget to make a note in your diaries for 10 – 17 October: the “Prayer Walk” Week for 
Whitehorse Churches. It kicks off with an on-line prayer service at 7.30 pm on Sunday 10th. For 
further details and to register go to https://whitehorsechurchescare.org.au/prayer/ 
 
Please keep me and the other 277 members of the Plenary Council in your prayers this week. 
With just over 9 days to go we are getting set for the first session which will be held on-line 
using Microsoft Teams from Sunday 3rd October until Sunday 10th October. Each day runs from 
10am until 6.45pm AEDT. Some of the General Sessions will be open to the public and can be 
accessed on the Plenary Council Website.   https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  With public 
Masses suspended in large parts of the country, Mass will be broadcast on the Plenary Council 
website on each day of the assembly, starting with the Opening Mass from Perth on Sunday, 
October 3 at 2.00pm AEDT. Please note Daylight Saving Time commences at 2.00am that same 
morning. 
 
Some of you may have noticed my beard has disappeared this week. It is due to my need to be 
fit tested for N95 face masks at the Box Hill Hospital. I would not have passed the mask face 
seal calibration and been certified safe to minister in a Covid active environment had I not been 
clean shaven. I am only at the Hospital for visits of short duration. I am much more impressed 
by the staff at Eastern Health who keep going for lengthy hours under all sorts of adverse 
conditions displaying the utmost professionalism.  
 
In the meantime, please make the most of your public holiday tomorrow. It is a precious 
reminder that we used to have an AFL grand final parade in Melbourne at this time of year back 
in the day. Deacon Edward says “Go Doggies”.  
 
Please stay safe and take care 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ,  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/GreaterBoxHillParish  
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