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Dear Parishioners, 
 

This Weekend we will be celebrating Refugee Sunday. We are reminded that the Church “has a 
bigger view of the world than any one country” and does not “view asylum seekers and 
refugees primarily through the lens of legal status”. Instead, “we see asylum seekers, refugees 
and migrants as our sisters and brothers, members of one human family” and “our starting 
point is not defending borders, but rather defending the dignity of the human person from 
conception to natural death”. Sr Brigid Arthur AO csb will speak at both the 9.00 am Mass at St 
Clare’s and 10.15 at St F.X. on Refugee Sunday, 26th June. We can congratulate Sr Brigid on her 
Order of Australia award received in the Queens Birthday Honours earlier this month.   
 
We will also have the opportunity to donate Gift Vouchers for Supermarket shopping, money or 
imperishable items of food. Boxes for these donations will be placed near the altar in each 
church and will be available all week. All donations will then be given to the Brigidine Asylum 
Seeker Project for distribution to refugees in Melbourne. 
 
With the recent sale of “The Grove” by Manningham Uniting Church and the approval for the 
development of 8 townhouses on the site, the last service at Woodhouse Grove Chapel will 
take place this Sunday with a Traditional Uniting 
Church Service at 10am. If you want to be part of 
this historic occasion you might like to pop over the 
road after our 9am Mass this Sunday. It is a large 
site and both the Large Gum tree which predates 
the 1856 Wesley Chapel and the Chapel itself are 
heritage listed. The 1961 “Multi purpose hall” with 
its kitchen, stage and 1990 sanctuary, are most 
familiar to many of us have fond memories of 
joining them for the “Carols at the Grove” with the Box Hill City Band each December.  
 
Thank you Malcom Bibby and Guido Micheli for installing the new handrail on the St Clare 
Driveway. This addition will make it so much easier for those on foot to ascend and descend the 
steep driveway.   
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Next week we farewell Dr Philomene Tenni (nee Joshua) with her funeral Mass on Friday July 1st 
at 10am at SFX. The Tenni family have been in the parish since the 1930’s. Her husband 
Bernard’s funeral was held here in 2010. When I arrived in Box Hill in 
May 2014 I met Phil as she assisted with hospital visitation at the Box 
Hill Hospital. Her ease with the hospital environment from her 
experience as a doctor of medicine gave great comfort to the patients 
she visited for prayer and holy communion. She was always thinking of 
others and their needs.  
 
Most notably, Phil was a founder of the Caroline Chisholm Society.  
This remarkable group believe in the empowerment of women and 
families; they achieve this by providing support to mothers, babies, 
toddlers and the family that surrounds them. As noted on the Society 
web page “It was out of Dr Joshua’s house in Box Hill (Victoria) where a group of volunteers, 
determined to support vulnerable pregnant women and mothers with babies, set up the first 
pregnancy support phone service.” 
 
After the success of the previous parish retreat day Fr Phuong will be conducting another 
retreat day on “Experiencing God” at St Clare Church on Saturday 23 July from 8am to 3pm.   
 
Our Parish RCIA program commences in mid July, 2022. This formation program is open to 
those considering becoming a Catholic, or those just interested, as well as Catholics who 
want to learn more about their faith. The 35 week program will take place every Thursday 
evening in the Friars Room at 7pm. Please call the Parish office to register your interest. 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/GreaterBoxHillParish  
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