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Dear Parishioners, 

I write this letter with some trepidation. Who knows what is to happen next? Just as last week’s 

letter was sent out I was caught off guard by the sudden “abundance of lockdown” circuit breaker 

which arrived seemingly out of nowhere.  

I have been reflecting on the impact of Covid-19 on our parish life. The pandemic and associated 

safety measures have disrupted our ability to attend Mass and to receive the Eucharist. Baptisms 

and first communions have been delayed. Weddings have been postponed or downsized. 

Funerals have been webcast from empty Churches. Other family rituals such as birthdays and 

graduations have also been impacted. The comfort that rituals, large and small, bring to our 

dealing with these rites of passage corrodes our senses. 

Ritual provides the reassurance which comes from established patterns of behavior to follow 

when we are overwhelmed with emotion, be it grief, joy or exuberance. The custom of these 

behaviors means we don’t have to contrive or invent new activities to express ourselves or 

connect with our community, as we address the need to embrace life’s events.  

And then suddenly the familiar ritual and schedule of our lives is removed. We have had to 

rethink how and why we do even simple things like greeting one another, gathering in groups 

and meeting each other’s needs.  

Our usually predictable liturgy has become a provisional prayer, adjusted day to day to 

accommodate the latest ideas to reduce contamination risks. And in the process the familiarity 

and comfort of ceremonies performed with time honored predictability is removed.  Ash 

Wednesday is a case in point. We will distribute ashes for those who wish at the Masses this 

weekend in place of the penitential rite.  

In the face of this disruption, a flexibility and resilience evident in many parishioners has seen 

considerable creativity displayed as we work to reimagine liturgical participation and 

engagement, both in person and on line. We have endured the inconvenience of booking ahead 

and signing in at the Church. This is in itself a challenge to our usual catholic proclivity of turning 

up anonymously and unannounced then bonding as a congregation simply by the practice of 

praying together.  

In the spirit of trying to make the best of the hand we are dealt, I wish to thank those who sent 

me birthday wishes for last Sunday. I also want to thank the Victorian Government for giving the 
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whole State five days off to commemorate my birthday, even if we could not congregate to do 

so. 

News of the arrival of vaccines is welcome. We pray that they bring back some predictability to 

our life both in the parish and the community. I have attached a letter from Archbishop Peter 

addressing the vaccines and the issues they present. Please be reassured that his comments are 

the advice of a highly qualified moral theologian1 and not merely the opinion of a bishop 

expressing his fatherly care for his flock.  

The Whitehorse Pastors met in person for their prayer breakfast this morning and the attached 

photo demonstrates our diversity, yet united calling to serve the Lord Jesus in Whitehorse. Thank 

you to all who keep these faith leaders in your prayers. Box Hill Salvos are formally opening their 

new Corps facilities at 1010 Whitehorse Rd on Saturday, 27th Feb at 10.30am. All are welcome to 

come along. The Pastors group is also forward planning for the week of prayer for Christian Unity 

16-22 May 2021. More news on that and plans for the winter shelter in the weeks ahead.  

Yours in Jesus Christ,  

 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/GreaterBoxHillParish  

 

 

 

                                                           

1 Archbishop Comensoli holds a Licentiate of Sacred Theology in moral theology from Accademia Alfonsiana 
(Rome), a Masters of Letters in moral philosophy from the University of St Andrews (Fife, Scotland) and a 
Doctorate of Philosophy in theological ethics from the University of Edinburgh (Scotland). 
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