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16 September 2021 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are being tantalized with promises that the finer details of our pathway out of lockdown 
will be revealed this weekend. We can expect a carefully staged path as we emerge to the 
possibility of physical gatherings again. Wearing masks indoors, social distancing, QR 
registration and sanitizing practices are certain to be with us well into next year. We might also 
anticipate the intention by Government to distinguish vaccinated persons from unvaccinated 
persons when it comes to permissions to gather in numbers.  
 
Although there is no Catholic objection to the Astra- Zenica, Moderna or Pfizer vaccines from a 
moral theological point of view and the Archbishop encourages each and every person to 
present themselves for vaccination as soon as possible, it is also true that for a small number of 
persons who are immuno-compromised (including a couple of priests) the prospect of being 
vaccinated is not a possibility.   
 
This leads to some questions to ponder. Will attendance at Mass in person be limited to those 
who are vaccinated? Should we offer separate Masses for those who are unvaccinated?  How 
do we gather in a COVIDsafe environment and not increase the risk for the unvaccinated? How 
do we avoid refusing people access to Mass and the Sacraments when they are most sorely 
needed? The answers to these questions are being discerned as we speak and will be clearer 
once the pathway out of Lockdown is disclosed. 
  
In the meantime, please make a note in your diaries for 10 – 17 October: the “Prayer Walk” 
Week for Whitehorse Churches. I invite you to join people from many churches across the City 
of Whitehorse as we “prayer walk” from October 10-17. Prayer walking is simply praying for 
your community as you walk your streets and surrounding neighborhood. Even those unable to 
leave their home can still pray over their street and local area. Prayer walking has been 
described as "Ordinary believers stepping into the streets to pray effectively for their neighbors. 
With eyes wide open to real needs and with ears open to the promptings of God's Spirit, 
intercession becomes an adventure"1 – I will be hosting the introduction to this week online at 
7.30pm on Sunday evening 10 Oct. For further details and to register go to 
https://whitehorsechurchescare.org.au/prayer/ 

                                                           

1 Prayer Walking: Praying on Site with Insight, Graham Kendrick and Steve Hawthorne.  
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This Sunday we mark Social Services Sunday within the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne. It is 
an opportunity to give thanks and pray for all who stand with and provide support to those who 
are marginalised and vulnerable within our communities. Catholic Social Services Victoria has 
43 member organisations, 7,000 staff and 17,000 volunteers. Together they serve more than 
200,000 people in need each year. Our parish support contributes to and joins in this vital work. 
 
Fr Lenin, Deacon Brian and I are participating in an online discussion each Wednesday 
afternoon for the next six weeks, delving into the riches of the book “Unlocking Your Parish: 
Making Disciples, Raising Up Leaders With Alpha” by Fr James Mallon and Ron Huntley. You 
may recall that Fr James gave a talk at St Clare’s Church in November 2016. It is not a long book 
but it is rich in ideas for the renewal of our parish and the prospect of running the Alpha 
Program early next year is something we look forward to.  
 
Please stay safe and take care 
 
Yours in Jesus Christ,  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/GreaterBoxHillParish  
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