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Dear Parishioners, 
 

I write to you this week from the Melbourne Archdiocese Annual Clergy Conference taking 
place at the RACV Cape Schanck Resort. The view from my room on the fifth floor is 
spectacular, looking north over the peninsula towards the city with Port Phillip Bay on the left 
and Westernport Bay to the right. I have often wondered why the bay to the east of Port Phillip 
is called Westernport. But to keep me grounded and focused in these idyllic surrounds is the 
weird combination of a magnificent golf course below my balcony and a timetable so full as to 
preclude any time for a swing! I offer this penance for the souls in purgatory.  
 
I never thought I would be grateful to have tested positive for Covid-19 in May, but even that 
time has come. The extra immunity afforded me by that episode and four vaccinations have 
made my attendance at this gathering more assured. Yesterday morning the Archbishop tested 
positive and he has had to isolate and return home. I concelebrated Mass next to him on 
Tuesday evening!!  
 
The presentations and workshops have been of special interest to me as I gave the keynote just 
before lunch today. I was keen to include references in my talk to issues raised by the other 
presenters earlier in the week. My topic is concerned with finding ways to “put flesh on the 
Gospel” in one of Melbourne’s population growth areas, namely Greater Box Hill Parish. I look 
forward to sharing with you the reaction from the priests to some of my comments and 
suggestions. 
 
The highlight of the first day was Dr Peter Pellicaan, the director of the Evangelisation Office at 
the Archdicoese of Brisbane. He introduced us to a 16 minute video on You Tube called 
Validation. It is worth viewing when you have time. It demonstrates the incredible impact a few 
words of praise or appreciation can have in our families and our workplaces. It would make a 
great family discussion topic.  
 
The second day we heard from Archbishop Rys of Lodz in Poland. He encouraged us to go out 
and meet people on the peripheries and walk with them. He reminded us that some people 
only do this because they are looking for someone to fight, but we should do it and look for 
people to love. 
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There have been some very practical sessions such as help with stress management in ministry, 
the benefits of supervision for pastoral practice and an introduction to the new Parish 
Administration, Communication and Engagement Management (PACEM) Software at present 
being rolled out across the Archdiocese.  
 
We hope to adopt this replacement for the PACS system as soon as practicable as it has many 
advantages for our parishioners, enabling each of us to interact directly with our parish website 
when seeking information, making donations, seeking giving statements, permissions and 
certificates. It is being built as an application of Salesforce modules and Xero accounting. It also 
has advantages for our parish groups and office staff as it monitors Working with Children 
Checks expiry, compiles statistical reports for the Archdiocese and assists with forming rosters 
for ministries. It also enables people to sign up for sacrament preparation and to pay course 
fees all on line as well.  
 
At our parish council meeting last week it was decided to resume taking up the two collections 
at our weekend Masses starting from July. Time to revitalize our collectors roster. This gives us 
a little more normality but also renews the importance of hand hygiene and everyone sanitizing 
their hands upon arrival at the Church.  
 
That’s all for now, See you at the weekend. 
Yours in Jesus Christ,  

 
 
 
 
 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP   

Parish Priest 
 

 Important Links and Direct Deposit Account details are: 
Church: Name: Parish of Box Hill Church Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 662202656 
Presbytery: Name: Parish of Box Hill Presbytery Account BSB: 083-347 Acct No: 837114640 
You can also contribute via CDFPay via this link - CDFpay for Greater Box Hill Parish.  
Parish Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GBHparish.  
YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/c/GreaterBoxHillParish  
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