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Parishioners attended morning teas to
support the Cancer Council at both parishes
during May and a grand total of $600.00 was
raised.
Parishioners purchased raffle tickets and the
prizes, two beautiful hampers, were donated
by Gael Holliday.

Winners are grinners…
Fr. Tony and his brothers, Mick, Paul and Jack
played a round of golf for a trophy named in
honour and remembrance for their brother
Phil recently. Fr. Tony won the round of golf
and is pictured below with the ‘Trophy’.

Frances Burnett is pictured above with the
winner of the hamper in the Friars’ Room
and also top right with the lucky winner of
the hamper at St. Clare’s. A big thank you to
Frances who helped at both morning teas
and with the running of the raffle.

Killara Street Units
The Parish Units in Killara Units were open
for inspection on Sunday, 2nd June 2019.
Parish accountant, Charlie Mellican showed
parishioners around and everyone was
delighted with the workmanship and fittings
etc. Landscaping has been completed and
both units have now been LET.

Pentecost at St. Francis Xavier
Parishioners celebrated the ‘birth of the
church’, Pentecost Sunday on 9th June 2019.
The Mass started with parishioners carrying
flags of various countries, and some wore
National costume, pictured below.

Charlie talking to Pat, Kevan, Paul and Paddy

Pat, John and Yvonne

Paddy checking the plumbing at the units

Queenie and Frances in
their National costume

Parishioners enjoying morning tea after the Mass

Feast of St. Anthony of Padua

Johnny Cash – The Man in Black

On Thursday, 13th June
2018, Fr. Marcus Goulding
celebrated Mass in St. Clare
Church for the Feast of St.
Anthony of Padua.

Over 50 parishioners and friends, some
pictured below, attended a Musical evening
in the Parish Hall to hear about and listen to
the music of Johnny Cash, songwriter, singer,
actor and all-round entertainer.

At the conclusion of Mass,
Fr. Marcus, assisted by
Xavier Ryan pictured below said a blessing
over a basket of bread and the congregation
were invited to take a small bread roll, also
below, in honour of St. Anthony and then
invited to supper in the Narthex.

During interval 4 students from Siobhan’s
Dance Studio performed a rock-n-roll dance
routine to I will Rock and Roll with you sung
by Johnny Cash. The evening was a financial
success, with $770 raised to support our
youth when they go to WA in December.

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting was held on
Sunday, 4th August 2019 in the Parish Hall.

Piety Stall
St. Clare parishioner Tim Shallvey is using his
spare time to make small items for St. Clare’s
Piety Stall. Tim has made small wooden
crosses and wooden doves with an olive leaf
in its beak for sale. Tim is pictured below
showing Queenie one of the doves.

Fr. Tony opened the meeting with a prayer
and after his report, Steve Bellesini, Principal
of St Francis Xavier School gave a short
report. Chair of the Council, Jennifer Micheli
spoke briefly and then the meeting was open
to discussion. When the meeting concluded,
parishioners were invited to a light lunch of
‘hot dogs’ in the Friars’ Room.

The Saint and the Sultan
800th Anniversary
In 1219 the saint from Assisi, Francis went to
meet the Muslim Sultan al-Malik al-Kamil in
Damietta, Egypt on the north coast of Africa.
It was during the height of the wars between
the Crusaders and the Muslims. Francis was
convinced that peace was the solution to
their waring opposition. He wanted to
preach peace; the peace of the Gospel as
preached by Jesus.
So, he sailed by boat from Italy, arrived at
Acre in Palestine and went from there to
Damietta, Egypt. This was an unheard-of
venture, fraught with danger. In fact, a group
of friars had earlier gone to meet and
convert Muslims in Morocco. Unfortunately,
they had no success; they were all martyred.
Francis walked from the front line of the
Crusader army straight to the Muslim line.
Surprisingly, almost unbelievably, Francis
was well received by the Sultan; he listened
to the message of Francis courteously and
intently. Both Francis and the Sultan showed
restraint and deep respect for one another.
The Sultan accommodated Francis and they
got on well. Although the message of peace
from Francis and his proclaiming Jesus as
Lord did not convince the Sultan to change,
they finally parted amicably and in friendly
fashion.
This year’s visits by Pope Francis to the
United Arab Emirates (Feb. 3-5) and
Morocco (March 30-31) have been directly
tied to the spirit of the meeting between
Francis and the Sultan, see opposite above.
The EIGHTH centenary of this encounter is
an opportunity to give honour to this
episode; it has become a model of respect

and openness to listen to the other person.
It is a lesson to bear with one another
charitably as fellow human beings, brothers
and sisters of the same God and Father.
The Franciscans are celebrating this
anniversary in respect and remembering the
importance of human and peaceful dialogue.
Fr. Bob Matthews ofm

Kevan Cleary – Craftsman
Kevan has been attending the Whitehorse
‘Men’s Shed’ for quite some time now. He
has already made a beautiful cutting board
for his mother Pat, and he is pictured below
showing his latest accomplishment to Fr.
Tony.

