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PARISH PRIEST REPORT 
 
The Parish of St Francis Xavier – St Clare Greater Box Hill has been transformed by the COVID-19 pandemic and our 
response to it. The emergence from lockdown 6.0 (5th August – 21st October 2021) has seen us question why we do 
what we do and how we might better do it. If that was not enough to occupy us on 10th August 2021 Archbishop Peter 
Comensoli appointed me the Episcopal Vicar for the Eastern Region of the Archdiocese of Melbourne in addition to 
my appointment as Parish Priest of Greater Box Hill. As the only region of Melbourne without a regional Bishop, I soon 
found myself doing confirmations and parish visitations far and wide as well as the duties of Parish Priest. Help! 
We were most fortunate to gain the presence of Fr Phuong Vu to assist us. He has been sent here to free me for 
commitments outside the parish. His skill, experience and expertise in spiritual formation have already proven a great 
asset. Deacon Brian Muling was ordained to the priesthood on 15th July 2022 and will continue with us celebrating 
Mass and serving the Hospitals. This strong clergy team is unique for our Diocese in this day and age.  
At the start of the year Fr Edward Okletey Teye SVD left us. He has been appointed to missionary work in Zimbabwe. 
We said goodbye to Fr Lenin Thenamirtham in March 2022. He is now working as a psychologist in Gippsland.  
Fr Bob Matthews OFM as a resident at Blue Cross Aged Care has been invaluable to us and to the residents there. He 
offers Mass regularly and chaplaincy for the other residents.  Fr Albano Da Costa celebrates the Monday noon Mass 
for us. Fr Peter Varengo, Fr Bruno Carrera and Fr Noel Bianco have shared the celebration of the Italian Mass at St 
Clare’s on Sundays.  
This past year I have also had the opportunity to work with Ron Huntley, a parish leadership coach from Canada. He 
has been assisting me with the development of a Parish Vision Team to share the leadership of the parish through 
utilizing the skills of others, particularly the skills and awareness that do not come naturally to me. Michael Clark, 
Mary Jones, Pat Fitzgerald, Ajesh Abrahams and Lisa Hughes share their gifts with me in this team.  This prayerful 
group are helping us to be more mission oriented. We seek to build a more inclusive parish and more welcoming 
environment as we reach out to share our faith.  
Katrina Pirrie our Parish Secretary has brightened our parish office with her efficient and welcoming presence.  
Together with our Parish Admin Officer Alicia Cleary she kept us balanced through lockdown working from home, but 
it is so much better now having them present in person. In concert with our Bookkeeper, Luisa May and Parish 
Accountant, Charlie Mellican, they have been an immense support to me. We are truly blessed to have such a strong 
and capable Administrative team.  
Our sacristans, Annie Setiawan, Daisy Tan, and Queenie Lee have again risen to the challenge of constantly changing 
protocols and severe restrictions on personal attendance at Mass. Likewise I acknowledge the sterling service of our 
funeral set up teams, Stella and Tony Azzopardi, Mary Rossely and Mary Dunn.  
Our parish Director of Music, Asher Watters-Cowan took extended leave to return to Newcastle for family reasons. 
He had set up the music program very well and under the direction of Merryn Hughes, our choir and the experienced 
voices of Allegra Salinas-Byrne and Nina Hughes have continued the high standard of musical performance. Michael 
Ryan with the support of his brothers Andrew Ryan and on some Saturdays Xavier Ryan have played the organ for us. 
Anthony Wright is now in second year at the Diocesan Seminary rejoins us as cantor from time to time when his 
studies permit.  
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults presentation team was this year led by Jonathan Hili and we saw three 
candidates and catechumens initiated into our community.  The journey in faith for our parishioners is also fostered 
by the marvellous and educative Bible Study Group led by Dennis Maddern and the more meditative Scripture 
Discussion Group coordinated by Domenic Amato.  
Baptismal preparation is a good way of introducing many young families into our community. This work was done by 
Deacon Brian Muling. The sacramental preparation for young people not attending our parish school was this year 
conducted by myself and Fr Phuong Vu with great administrative support from Alicia Cleary, Annie Setiawan and 
Jennifer Micheli.  
St Francis Xavier Parish Primary School is now under the administration of Melbourne Archdiocesan Schools Limited. 
It has adapted to the new governance structure and maintained its prestigious reputation among local schools. This is 
in no small measure due to the outstanding leadership of our Principal Mary Jones and her devoted school staff. 
The Alpha Team have conducted a pilot round of the Alpha course. Under the leadership of Neville Large and Jennifer 
Micheli, and magnificent catering from Anna Scarano and others, this has begun well and steadily improved with 
helpful input from Mary Ryan, the Diocesan animator for the Eastern Region. It has already disclosed hidden talents 
that have enhanced our parish community. Keep an eye out for our next course. 
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Our involvement with Whitehorse Churches Care Limited has given us an outreach well beyond the parish. Although 
the combined winter shelter did not run this year, other activities did.  Our participation, facilitated by Brian Muling, 
in the week of prayer for Christian unity in the lead up to Pentecost was most appreciated by the members of other 
Churches. We have volunteers like Frances Burnett assisting with the Community Hub at Forest Hill Chase shopping 
centre and the impact of 28 Christian Churches working together on this project and the Community Support Register 
with Whitehorse Police was mentioned in State Parliament on 9 June 2022 by Neil Angus MP for Forest Hill.  
Maintenance and redevelopment of parish facilities, properties and investments is the responsibility of our Parish 
Finance Committee, chaired by Ainsley Cutts. The plans for a renovation of the Piazza between Church and Friars 
Room are well in train and have gone to tender. We have resumed the taking up of collections at weekend Masses. I 
am pleased to note an increased use of direct debit and credit card contributions which ensures a more certain income 
stream. 
The care for the physical infrastructure of the parish was again well handled by our Parish Maintenance Manager, 
Malcolm Bibby and his assistant, Guido Micheli. The continued development of the Columbarium and remembrance 
garden at St Clare’s is a tribute to Mary Dunn and the management committee.  
The Parish Pastoral Council has thrived this year as a valuable forum for monitoring parish activities. Under the 
chairmanship of Jennifer Micheli, they have planned and managed our pandemic and child safety response led by 
Milan Poropat.  
There are many other volunteers, too many to name. Those who provide morning tea on Sundays, those who clean 
and sanitise, tidy up, do the flowers, count the collections, launder altar linen and vestments, and many others jobs I 
have missed. They are all part of the wonderful life of our parish, have a share in the success we have had in adapting 
to the new and strange demands of this Pandemic time. They are the reason people enjoy identifying with our 
community.  

  
Fr Tony Kerin EV PP 
 
 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL REPORT 
 
With much pleasure, I present my report to the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Ex Officio:   
Fr. Tony Kerin - Parish Priest 
Fr. Phuong Vu - Assistant Priest 
Deacon Brian Muling - To be ordained on 15th July 2022 
Mary Jones - St. Francis Xavier School Principal 
Katrina Pirrie - Parish Secretary 
Alicia Cleary - Admin Officer  
 
Parish Members:   
Jennifer Micheli 
Queenie Lee  
Tim Shallvey  
Milan Poropat 
Kabaso Chituingulu 
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Retired Ex Officio Members:   
Fr. Lenin Thenamirthan left the parish at the end of January 2022 to go on sabbatical. Fr. Edward Okletey Teye returned 
to his home in Ghana after Christmas last year to later take up his mission work in Zimbabwe. Colleen Kelly resigned 
from her position as Parish Advocate in September 2021 due to health issues. 
 
Retired Parish Members: 
Sarah Brand has been a guiding light since she joined the PPC, and it was with regret that the PPC accepted her decision 
to retire due to family and work commitments. 
 
The year at a glance 
With Victoria in lockdown from 15th July to 27 July 2021 and again from 5th August to almost end of October 2021  
attendance at Mass in the latter half of 2021 was restricted, but live-streaming from St. Francis Xavier allowed 
parishioners to view Mass from the security of their own home. Likewise, there were few, if any opportunities for 
social events in the latter half of 2021.  The Sunday morning tea zoom sessions initiated by Fr Tony resumed after the 
10.15am Sunday Mass.  This gave parishioners the opportunity to see, ask and hear how their friends were travelling. 
Unfortunately we have not really seen a return to Parish social events in 2022 although most groups in the Parish have 
recommenced meeting. 
 
In an effort to ensure that both churches had up-to-date First Aid equipment, Randal Woods, a paramedic, researched 
what would be best for our needs. He updated the existing unit in the Friars’ Room and First Aid Kits were purchased 
for both Churches and a Defibrillator for St. Clare’s Church.  
 
Wednesday 22nd September 2021 seemed like any other ordinary spring morning until about 9.15am when the earth 
shook. A magnitude 6.0 earthquake struck near Melbourne, one of the country's biggest quakes on record, causing 
slight damage to St. Clare’s Church wall on the Killara Street side. 
 
All Soul’s Day Mass was celebrated at the midday Mass at St. Francis Xavier on Tuesday 2nd November. It was live 
streamed and our deceased parishioners were remembered in a power point presentation of photos.  
 
Our Deacon, Edward Teye was ordained by the Most Rev. Terence Curtain DD at Our Lady of La Vang  
Shrine in Keysborough on Saturday, 27th November 2021 with many of his Parish friends in attendance. Fr. Edward 
celebrated his Thanksgiving Mass at St. Francis Xavier Church the next day. Both joyous occasions for Edward and 
parishioners. 
 Fr. Joseph Nguyen, who spent six months in our Parish during his 4th Year as a Seminarian in 2017, was ordained by 
Archbishop Peter Comensoli on Saturday 4th December 2021 at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  
 
Advent and the Christmas Season 2021 Masses were well attended as was the Carol Service on Christmas Eve. 
 
Candlemas, also known as the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus Christ was celebrated by Fr. Tony at St. Clare’s on 
Wednesday, 2nd February 2022, and Fr. Tony blessed parishioner’s candles. 
 
In an effort to recommence social activities, a small group enjoyed the music of Vera Lynn in the Friars’ Room in 
February, and a Games Day held at St. Clare’s in May proved very popular. 
 
It seemed the year had barely started, and Lent was upon us with both churches again sharing the Friday Stations this 
year, and with COVID-19 restrictions lifted the Triduum Celebrations were shared. The Lord’s Supper was celebrated 
at St. Clare’s and the Stations at St. Francis Xavier on Good Friday was a low-key affair this year without the usual 
spectacular by the youth of the Parish. Parishioners were only allowed to venerate, but not touch the Cross on Good 
Friday and the Vigil saw three parishioners become full members of the Church. 
 
Morning tea at both Churches after the Sunday morning Masses are now well attended and St. Clare’s again hosted a 
Biggest Morning Tea in May with $402.00 raised for the Cancer Council. 
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The Memorial Wall at St. Clare’s is becoming more popular as more and more families are ordering Plaques to 
remember their loved ones.  
 
Troubadour 
Troubadour again chronicles, if not all, much of what is happening in the Parish and enables parishioners who no 
longer are able to attend Mass, and those who have left our Parish, to keep in touch. 
 
Vale  
Parishioners were deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Monique Waring, our Parish Secretary for many years, in 
August 2021. Monique’s dedication and her knowledge of the Parish is being missed to this very day. Long serving, 
and much-loved sacristan at St. Clare’s, John Murphy passed away in November 2021. John had been sacristan at St. 
Clare’s for over 20 years. Vale Monique and John.  
 
The Last Word 
In a year much interrupted by Covid 19 restrictions our Parish was still able to run like a well-oiled machine due to the 
diligence and competence of Fr. Tony, ably assisted by Fr. Lenin till his departure, Deacon Brian and since February, 
Fr. Phuong.  
The Parish Office staff Katrina and Alicia have continued to excel, their skills are second to none and their help and 
advice on many matters is always appreciated. Our dedicated and hardworking PPC team are a joy to work with, thank 
you all and special thanks to Queenie, our Minute Secretary whose support I depend on. 
 
And lastly, to ALL who volunteer tirelessly for our Parish, thank you, because without you we would not be GREATER. 
 

Jennifer Micheli 
Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – ST FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL 
 
2021 saw a new principal commence at St Francis Xavier, Mary Jones. This is the beginning of an exciting new period 
at St Francis Xavier where there is a renewed focus on quality learning and teaching and the work outlined in our 
Annual Action Plan. With the support of the Leadership and staff teams, the focus was sharpened on our direction for 
the year and relationships built within and beyond the school community.  
           
2021 was another challenging year for all schools in Victoria as the impact of COVID-19 was felt. Our students and staff 
spent much of the year at home learning remotely and when able to be onsite, many of our usual community events 
were curtailed. Despite this, we are proud of the achievements of our students and in particular, the way in which 
they embraced learning in both the online and classroom space.  
 
Our students continued to embrace learning both at home and when back onsite. It was certainly a year in which 
resilience shone through and we were challenged to find new ways to engage our students, particularly during the 
very lengthy lockdowns. Our staff worked extraordinarily hard to meet the needs of every student and with the support 
of Learning Support Officers and Intervention Teachers, we were able to check in with a significant number of 
individual students to personalise the learning and support for them. Parent feedback about our online learning 
program was overwhelmingly positive with acknowledgment of the extra efforts of many staff to connect with their 
children. It has also been rewarding to look at student growth across the year and see that despite the circumstances, 
students have progressed in their learning developing new skills, knowledge and understanding. 
 
Our staff have continued to work in collaboration with one another to support student learning and wellbeing. Even 
in the online space, our Professional Learning schedule continued uninterrupted as we found new ways to work 
together and plan differentiated learning opportunities for our students. Facilitated planning with our learning coaches 
continued throughout the year building staff pedagogical and content knowledge and allowing for rich, professional 
dialogue about student learning each week. These conversations are the foundation of planning for learning that starts 
with every student’s point of need and are highly valued by staff.  
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Connecting as a community was much more challenging than usual in 2021. We are proud of the initiatives that 
enabled this to occur remotely such as a Virtual Campfire, Nightly Storytelling, a Meditation evening and class catch 
ups and chats prior to Google Meets. The great response we got to these events demonstrated to us our much our 
community values connection to the school and inspired us to continue to find new and creative ways to achieve this.  
 
Significant time and energy was placed into boosting enrolments at St Francis Xavier in 2021. This included a photo 
shoot and dynamic updating of the school website, advertising in local papers including some Chinese newspapers, 
weekend school tours in Term 1 and many personal tours throughout the year, a more engaging online newsletter and 
connecting with local kinders, childcare centres and businesses. We had pleasing Prep enrolments for 2022 and look 
forward to seeing these continue to rise in the coming years.  
 
We look forward to the School Review this year. As a staff, we have a good sense of where we would like to take St 
Francis Xavier and opportunities for growth. We know the review process will bring clarity to our achievements in 
recent years and also shine a light on things we can work towards or strengthen. We look forward to engaging with 
our whole school community in this process and to developing a new pathway forward for the next four years. 
 

Mary Jones        
Principal 

 

AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB  
 
Our Seniors’ group has not been able to meet since the beginning of the pandemic. At that time, our membership had 
fallen considerably, and we were lucky to get six people together each fortnight.  Since then, several of those people 
have suffered ill-health or needed to focus on family members with health issues. We needed an influx of new 
members, but as this was not forthcoming, I believe the only possibility is to disband the Club, and hand the money 
we hold to the parish – to be used as it sees fit. The club provided great opportunities for friendship, occupation and 
enjoyment over many years; now, it seems it has had its day.  Please contact me, if you have any alternative 
suggestions. 

                                                                                                                                                                                    Judy Reid 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION REPORT 
 
Over the past year, our parish has continued to support the needs of parents seeking to have their babies/children 
baptised.  Nevertheless, this has involved many delays in baptism due to Covid lockdown restrictions in the latter half 
of 2021, followed by much rescheduling in 2022 to catch up with a backlog.  Thankfully, Alicia advises that our priests 
and (then) deacons have now managed to get things up to date. 
 
For a period of 4 months, Deacon (now Father) Edward provided baptism preparation meetings for families via Zoom.  
Deacon Brian then followed as “in person” meetings were up and running again and Fr Edward sadly (for us, anyway) 
departed our parish for a home visit to Ghana, planning to move on to Zimbabwe.  I have now stepped in with the 
much valued support of Kathryn Fazio and it is a delight to meet with families and Godparents as they prepare for their 
child to receive this important first sacrament of initiation, where they are raised up to new life as adopted children 
of God. 
 
Our Baptism preparation meeting is for 1 hour in the evening on the first Wednesday of each month.  Not only does 
Alicia manage the scheduling, but she also prepares a lovely selection of Baptism candles which are available for 
parents to purchase from the parish, should they choose.  There are also the Baptism stoles which she carefully 
prepares and we are most grateful. 
 
These parents together with their babies/children seeking baptism are then invited to attend the 10.15am Mass at St. 
Francis Xavier on the 2nd Sunday of each month where they are presented with the baptism stoles.  We are also happy 
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for them to join us for a tea or coffee in the Friars Room after Mass if they are able.  This is an opportunity for the 
parish community to welcome these young ones and offer encouragement to parents as they take on the task to 
nurture God’s gifts and fan the flame of faith in their children. 
 
At this point, I also remember the passing of Susan Livsey on 5th March, 2022.  Susan had in the past been a valued 
member of the Baptism preparation team and we remember her in our prayers.   
Baptisms continue to be scheduled at the churches of St Francis Xavier and St Clare as requested through the parish 
office.  We thank both Katrina and Alicia for their ongoing support.                                                          Anne Large  

 
 

SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION GROUP  
 
Our group exists to provide a venue for anyone who wishes to increase their understanding of their Christian faith, by 
reading and discussing the Holy Scriptures. One can achieve much by reading the Bible alone, but so much more is 
learnt when you hear the opinions of others. We are not Scriptural Scholars in an academic sense, but our discussion 
is wide and far ranging. No one should feel barred from attending, and members may speak or not, as they choose. 
You are free to attend when you can, and there are no obligations. 
Some verses in the New Catholic Bible that encourage us to study and be blessed by God’s word are;   
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in 
uprightness, so that the man of God may be proficient and equipped for good work of every kind.   [2Tim3:16-17] 

The Word of God Is Living. Indeed, the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any two-edged sword, it pierces 
to the point where it divides soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and the intentions of the 
heart. [Heb 4:12] 

Jesus answered, “As it is written: ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the 
mouth of God.”      [Matt 4:4] 

 
The meetings are run Friday nights from 7:30pm to about 9:00pm in the Friars’ Room. We normally study a chapter of 
the OT, one from the NT, every week and end the Meetings by reading a Psalm. Meetings run throughout the year, 
with a break at Christmas and Easter. 
 

Dominic Amato  
Convenor  

Scripture Discussion Group 
 

BLUECROSS AGED CARE VISITATION AND SPIRITUAL SERVICE 
 
In the past year our parish ministry team for the fortnightly Spiritual Service held at the Blue Cross Residence has still 
been on hold.  Due to the COVID-19 and associated Vaccination role outs across the facility, management still have 
some  restrictions in place. 
 
Recently I initiated with staff that we are still available, but as large gatherings of the residents in the manner we had 
of twenty or sometimes thirty at our gathering for the Service, are no longer permitted in the facility as part of the 
“care for all” policy. In the coming year we may be able to approach with smaller groups of five or six but in the 
meantime it is Fr Bob Mathews ofm who is providing spiritual care to many in residence. 
 
Fr Bob does have a small gathering of Catholics for Sunday Mass and this helps the folk unable to attend the 10:15 am 
Mass at SFX on Sunday mornings. A staff member does take those wishing to go down to SFX Mass weekly.  Also Fr 
Bob looks after the sacraments for those who are very frail in high care and Palliative care at the residence and he is a 
blessing in deed for all in residence and staff in his care and spiritual guidance every day. 
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I hope as a parish team we can stay connected with Blue Cross as we do have many parishioners in residence there 
from St Francis Xavier and St Clare churches and they love to keep in touch with the parish and its life in which they 
have been attached for a long time.  
 
As the year progresses we can see how the position of COVID-19 and or Influenza is and maybe look to some new 
initiatives for Service Gatherings. As we go forward our volunteering personal visits are most welcome at Blue Cross. 

    
     Sr Moira and the Team Members 

 
 

COLUMBARIUM REPORT 
 

The Columbarium niches that have been reserved total 48 to date. We have a total of 24 interments and a further 28 
niches reserved. There are at least two to three families who have shown interest in purchasing a Niche for themselves 
or their loved ones ashes to be interred.  

Families who reserve the niches are finding it a peaceful place and if their loved ones ashes are interred, they spend 
time at the Niche.  It is lovely to see them reflecting at the Niche.  The gardens around the Niches are looking beautiful 
as well as the paths between the Church and Columbarium, the whole area is kept looking wonderful.   

Recently a past student from St Clare’s showed a video of the whole area around the Church on a facebook page which 
could even create more interest as it looked so colourful! 

The plaques for the Memorial Wall are now slowly being reserved. There is now a total of 12 already purchased and 
on the Wall.  There is more interest being shown after some advertising from time to time in the bulletin during the 
year to consider a plaque on the Wall. Our advertising suggested this as a lovely way to remember a loved one who is 
buried elsewhere but was a Parishioner of Greater Box Hill.  Now that the wall is slowly filling people are showing 
interest to remember their families in this way. 

The garden bed to the Memorial Wall is looking wonderful with an arch inserted earlier in the year and planting is now 
growing well to create a peaceful entry.  This will assist to generate future interest.  

 
Mary Dunn 

 
 
 

FIRST FRIDAY COLLECTION 
 
The First Friday Collection at the noon mass originated with the Parish Sacred Heart Sodality, which collected among 
its members for a student at the Sacred Heart Mission School in Sideia, PNG. Over fifty years ago, a boarding school – 
which became known as “Hotel Sideia” – was opened, by Father John McGhee MSC, because the potential students 
lived mainly on outlying islands and daily attendance was impossible. Financing the boarding school was difficult and 
Father John, a long-time principal, enlisted support from friends and relatives in Australia and, no doubt, Sacred Heart 
Sodalities.  In the sixties and seventies each Box Hill sodality member contributed twenty cents a month, which went 
into a red bag, and records from the time show that $40.00 was sent each year to support a particular student. 
 
It was the Sacred Heart Sodality which began the “Hour of Prayer for Priests”, which included midday mass, on First 
Fridays in the seventies; during the Hour the red bag went round the members for their contributions; very soon, other 
members of the congregation offered donations.  In the late eighties the sodality lapsed but the Hour of Prayer for 
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Priests was continued by Fr. Ben Clowes ofm,  as a “Holy Hour”; with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and prayers 
for our priests; and the red bag collection continued.  The money was put directly into the Mission bank account, so 
no expenses were incurred.  
 
Our contributions to "Hotel Sideia” were very gratefully received, as the families in the area have difficulty earning the 
money to pay for their children’s education.  There must now be many people in PNG who owe their position in life to 
the schooling they received at “Hotel Sideia”. 
The Holy Hour was cancelled in 2020-2021 due to the COVID-19 virus lockdowns.  The First Collection resumed in June 
and over $350 was donated. Many thanks to all who have contributed in the past and present.  Much appreciation to 
Nancy, Imelda and Judy for all their assistance.  The Parish Office will manage this collection into the future. 
 

Nancy, Imelda and Judy   
 

GIRLS DRINKS 
 
Since 2005 ‘ladies’ from the Parishes have gathered for an informal chat over a coffee or glass of wine & cheese.  We 
get together on the 2nd Friday of the Month from 5pm to 6.30pm in the Friars Room or some months we meet at the 
Blackburn Hotel or RSL from 5.30pm & and some remain for a meal.  
2021 was mostly spent in hibernation with a few of us able to catch up for a Christmas tea. This year we have been 
able to catch up monthly in the Friars Room.  Approximately 4 – 10 people attend.  
Watch for the notice in the Bulletin or ask the office to join the email list. 
Come along & catch up with some new friends & old friends. Gold Coin Donation 

We would love to see you there. All Welcome. 
             Jill Kitch 

 
 

MONTY CARLOS 
 
Activities were curtailed again by COVID-19 in 2021. 
 
We were able to meet for lunch at Shoppingtown Hotel on 24 February. 
Our next outing was to the same venue on St Patrick’s Day 17 March. 
We met in the Narthex at St Clare on 27th May for a Games and Card afternoon.  We found ‘Boggle’ difficult to play 
on a round table and ended up playing a game of ‘poker’ instead!  Luckily we had the Hoyles rules for cards to settle 
any arguments!   
It was agreed to hold more card afternoons. 
 

Yvonne and Patrick Thurbon 
 

 
 

MORNING TEA – ST CLARE 
 
 
Morning tea after Mass has resumed at St Clare using COVID-19 safe practices.  Jennifer Micheli organised the Cancer 
Council Biggest Morning Tea event in May. This raised over $400 for the Cancer Council.  New volunteers are always 
welcome for our roster.  
 

 
 

Yvonne Thurbon 
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RCIA 
 
The RCIA programme ran at the parish over 2021-2022, led by Chris Lim and Jonathan Hili. Despite the COVID-19  
lockdown, the group was able to meet virtually to discuss and learn about the Catholic faith. We were blessed to have 
three enrolled candidates: Shiva, Athira and Grace, to complete their sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil in 
2022. All three approached the programme prayerfully and thoughtfully, showing a keen interest in the Christian 
religion and a desire to grow in faith. For those running RCIA, it helped renew commitment to the Church and journey 
alongside those who were new to it. All in all, the RCIA programme was very successful, and we are hopeful for similar 
experiences over 2022. 
 

 
Jonathan Hili 

 

SENIOR’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
 
Unfortunately due to the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, Christmas lunch for 2021 did not take place. The good news 
is that it is intended to run this popular event again this year.  Depending on availability it will occur on either December 
4th or 11th.  Please keep these dates aside.   A confirmed date will be advised later in the year. 

 
Gerry Mooney 

 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
 
In the tradition of the St Vincent de Paul Society, the Box Hill Conference was established in 1939 and over the years 
its members have provided compassionate, practical support of the most vulnerable in our community, with hand-ups 
rather than handouts that respect the dignity of those we assist where social justice and advocacy is at the heart of 
what the Society stands for.   
 
In the past year we did see caller numbers remain high as the ongoing COVID-19 situation exacerbated the demand 
for assistance.  We continued to provide food hampers to both vulnerable locals and a few homeless people 
temporarily housed by DHHS in local hotels.  Distribution of either donated or purchased supermarket vouchers also 
increased slightly, as supplement to the food parcels drawn from on our store of donated / purchased food in line with 
our local Box Hill Conference policy to give up practical aid to the marginalised.   
 
The generosity of the St Francis Xavier Primary School community has brought much needed happiness to those who 
have been sadly impacted by the pandemic.  We’d like to thank Maria-Grazia who coordinated the school’s appeals 
for non-perishable food and toiletries which really helped to stock our ‘pantry’ with items gratefully received by those 
we assisted.  
 
Once again we offer our heartfelt thanks to the students, teachers, ground staff and Our Lady of Sion families for 
donating thirty + Christmas hampers of food, toiletries and gifts which we delivered to our clients and families in 
December bringing a bit of Christmas joy to them.  Thank you to Lucy Miotello for coordinating the hamper drives over 
the years. 
 
We are most grateful for the parish community’s generous donations to the Poor Box, and to the two special appeals 
for the good works of the St Vincent de Paul Society held annually through the Parish.  Thank you all for your kind 
support. 
 
However, after much thoughtful and prayerful consideration, the Box Hill Conference has gone into recess for a 
minimum of six to twelve months.  
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As it stands, we don’t have the membership to do welfare calls in the Box Hill area, so the very painful decision was to 
go into recess, instead of just limping along like we have been.  We, as the Box Hill Conference, feel that it would be 
short-term pain for long-term gain, allowing the Conference to rest and to rejuvenate organically.  In the interim, 
Doncaster Conference is assisting any callers from the Box Hill area. 
  
Although merging with another Conference was considered, is not an option the St. Vincent de Paul Society really 
entertained as ideally, they wanted Box Hill Conference to continue its operations, so going into recess is a good option 
to regroup for a brighter future. 
  
This service opportunity was given back to the Parish Pastoral Council so that the planning and logistics for welfare 
support in the local community could be led by the PPC.  With forward planning and consideration as part of the 
Parish’s preparation for 2023 perhaps a targeted recruitment drive could support the redevelopment of the Box Hill 
Conference.   
  
We ask for the parish community’s prayerful support of the St Vincent de Paul, and practical consideration to help re-
establish the local Box Hill Conference to continue the good works. 
  
 

Rhosheen Meyers (retired) & Kathy Sakowski (retired) 
 

 

THE FRANCIS / CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY 
 
COVID-19 restrictions put a stop to meetings from the latter half of 2021, although members did meet at the Doncaster 
Shoppingtown Hotel for our Christmas break-up. 
 
Members also met at the New Hope Café in Box Hill North for a chat over lunch earlier this year but as yet, the group 
has not resumed Monday afternoon meetings.  
 

Anna Scarano 
 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS 
 
Box Hill Knights of Southern Cross Annual Report. 
 
The Knights of Southern Cross is an Order of Catholic Layman whose objectives are to:  
 
(1) Promote the advancement of Australia. 
(2) Foster the Christian way of life throughout the nation. 
(3) Promote the Welfare of its members and families. 
(4) Encourage social and intellectual activities amongst its members.         
(5) Conduct and support educational, charitable, religious and social welfare works 
 
Based on these objectives we have supported Catholic Charities such as the Priest Support Education Fund and St 
Francis Xavier, St Clare Parish during 2021/22. Financial assistance was raised by our members. Our main fund raising 
activity is the annual selling of raffle tickets at Churches in surrounding areas was not held due to COVID-19 and 
Lockdowns.  
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We participate in Formation Programs and write to politicians and public figures on issues that affect the moral well-
being of the community. We visit members who are sick in hospitals, nursing homes and pray for them at our monthly 
meetings.  
 
During 2021 the Box Hill Knights of Southern Cross were unable to meet regularly due to COVID-19 Lockdowns in 
Victoria. We were able to have our Mass for Deceased Brothers on Thursday December 9th combined with the Parish 
Mass at St Clare's celebrated by Fr Tony followed by a Christmas social. We have been able to meet regularly during 
2022 having Monthly Meetings including Day Meetings with Doncaster Templestowe and Nunawading Branches. Box 
Hill conducted the Annual District Meeting in June. The Knights of Southern Cross Victoria are celebrating their 
Centenary this year including a Mass for St Mary MacKillop Feast Day on Monday August 8th at St Clare's at 10am to 
be celebrated by Fr Tony.  All Parishioners welcome to attend. 
 
We are grateful for the wonderful support of Fr Tony, Fr Lenin, Fr Edward, Fr Phuong, Deacon Brian, Parish Staff and 
Parishioners of St Francis Xavier, St Clare. 
 
Membership of the Knights of the Southern Cross is open to all Catholic men committed to the practice of their religion. 
We welcome new members. The Order is an Australia wide Organisation affiliated with the world body of Catholic 
Knights. 

Bill Cleary 

PIZZA AND PRAYER  

 
The St Francis Xavier and St Clare Parish Youth Group titled Pizza and Prayer has been running consistently throughout 
the school terms since April of last year. It is run in the Friars Room after Sunday evening mass from 6:30-8:00pm for 
youth aged ten and above. Going into 2022, we have been running youth catechesis sessions through the DOCAT 
(Social Doctrine of the Church for Youth).  This has been accompanied by opportunities for reflection through worship 
songs and prayer, as well as social gatherings and games nights.  
 
During 2021, Pizza and Prayer was run by a trio of Father Edward (at the time, Deacon Edward), and two youth leaders 
(Cecilia and Anthony). With Pizza & Prayer being a foundational part of our lives, we ran Pizza and Prayer with Father 
Edward in the hopes to spread the love and goodness of God by helping keep the youth group alive and bustling with 
excitement.  
 
Keeping Pizza and Prayer running has been so much fun and always provides a space for the youth of the parish to 
interact with other people around their age. No matter what is covered during these sessions, from how we can help 
others, family, the environment and more, we always aim to provide somewhere that is safe, welcoming and positive, 
allowing a strong support network for the youth and a way to catch up. The small group discussions from the DOCAT 
have allowed a space for young people to reflect on diverse topics and how they relate to their lives in a very unique 
way. 
 
With the busy school routine and the pressure that’s put on the youth today, it’s always great to have a moment when 
you can just relax, and that interaction with other youth is what makes Pizza and Prayer so special. Seeing the smiles 
of the kids and the lifelong friendships they are forming and nurturing is always so fulfilling. Allowing this interaction 
in a faith focused and loving space has been transformative in the lives of both the leaders and all the youth. 

 
Anthony Brand and Cecilia Clark 

SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE 

 
The members of the committee are: Milan Poropat, Sarah Brand, Fr Tony Kerin, Fr Phuong Vu, Deacon Brian Muling, 
Alicia Cleary and Katrina Pirrie.  
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The Committee purposes are to: 

 Ensure that the Parish is a child safe community 

 Work toward compliance with Archdiocesan and civic compliance requirements 

 Review risks around the Parish properties, activities and groups 

 Recommend actions to eliminate, minimise or manage identified risks to child safety 

 Raise awareness of child safety with the parish community 

Our task was to review the child safety arrangements of the Parish against the Archdiocesan Child Safety Standards 
and submit a report to the Professional Standards Unit. This has been substantially completed particularly thanks to 
the work of the office staff Sylvia and Alicia. Some documenting work remains to be completed in the next few months. 
Subsequently the parish will need to review policies and practices annually. Training has been provided to all 
Parishioners involved in various ministries. Summary information sheets were distributed and required signing off by 
all volunteers to show they understood the requirements of keeping all children safe and the changes in law that place 
an obligation on all to report any child safety concerns to authorities. 
The policy of the Parish Council is that all new ministers/volunteers will receive Child Safety Orientation training before 
commencing their ministries. 
It is a reminder to all Parishioners that whilst the Child Safety Committee has been tasked with leading the effort in 
this area, we are all responsible to ensure our children are safe and respected within our parish. 

Milan Poropat 
Child Safety Officer 

 

BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP 

We in the Bible study program are all most grateful to Fr. Tony & the Parish to allow the Bible study to proceed. 

About Bible study: 
1. Bible study is held on Wednesday evenings from 7pm – 8:30pm in the Friars Room. 

2. Bible study is the first of three courses in our program of ‘Getting to know & understand your Catholic faith 

which is our real focus: 

a. Bible Study – 24 weeks 

b. Key Gospel study, e.g., Matthew, Luke, et el – 10 weeks 

c. Apologetics (Learning to defend the Catholic faith with love, empathy & consideration) – 10 weeks.  

3. Currently we have circa 20-25 participants on each & every Wednesday evening. 

Reaching out beyond the Parish of Greater Box Hill: 
4. We have participants from SFX-ST CLARE, St. Dominic’s (Camberwell), Holy Redeemer (Surrey Hills).  

5. We are grateful to the various Parish Priests who feature our weekly readings, etc in their newsletters. 

6. Our goal with the help of the Holy Spirit & the support of the Parish is to light a fire in hearts through the 

study of our beautiful faith.       

Dr Dennis Maddern 
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
 
 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER - ST CLARE PARISH 

SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021 

    

CATEGORY 2021  2020  2019  

RECEIPTS       

Thanksgiving - Stewardship Program                           162,415                     163,369                     192,845  

Loose                              33,003                       31,713                       75,147  

Thanksgiving Income                           195,418                     195,082                     267,992  

Donations                              18,013                       15,739                       19,008  

Fundraising                            7,586  

Interest and Dividends                                3,227                         6,718                       53,697  

Rent                           251,060                     256,970                     249,250  

Sundry                          7,521                        8,237                       48,317  

COVID JobKeeper and Grants                              41,395                     247,402    

Other Income                           321,216                     535,066                     377,858  

TOTAL RECEIPTS                           516,634                     730,148                     645,850  

% of Thanksgiving /Total Receipts 38% 27% 41% 

EXPENDITURE       

Administration                           191,917                     202,343                     165,123  

Pastoral (Incl Nurse Advocate)                              46,882                       66,889                       58,972  

Property  (R&M, Insurance & Utilities)                           133,754                     120,430                     154,739  

Fundraising       

Archdiocesan Levy                              56,634                       37,434                       55,299  

Other Sundry Costs                              47,560                     103,265                     114,272  

Interest on Loan                                6,557                         8,237                       10,226  

TOTAL OPERATIONAL EXPENDITURE                           483,304                     538,598                     558,631  

    

Capital Loan Repayments                              30,000                       30,000                       30,000  

WEEKLY AVERAGES    

Thanksgiving - Stewardship Program  $                            3,123   $                    3,142   $                    3,709  

Loose  $                               635   $                        610   $                    1,445  

Thanksgiving Income  $                            3,758   $                    3,752   $                    5,154  

    

Expenditure  $                            9,294   $                  10,358   $                  10,743  

    

Other Income  $                            6,177   $                  10,290   $                    7,267  

    

Weekly Surplus  $                               641   $                    3,684   $                    1,677  
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