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PARISH PRIEST REPORT

The Parish of St Francis Xavier – St Clare Greater Box Hill continued to make significant progress in the
2020 – 2021 Year. As befits a Parish widely seen as ideal for formation and mentoring in ministry, we
are accustomed to seeing personnel being sent to us and then moved on. Our goal has also been to
gradually expand the involvement and responsibility of an increasing number of parishioners in this
experience. Pleasingly my report this year is shorter than last year, for the bulk of this Parish report
has been written by those who have stepped up to the challenge of leadership of our Parish groups
despite restricted activity and CovidSafe constraints.
This year we farewelled Fr Jossy Kizhakkethalackal-Kuriakose. We welcomed Fr Lenin Thenamirtham
MGL and Deacon Edward Okletey Teye SVD who joined Deacon Brian Muling in the house here. Fr
Bob Matthews OFM is a valued resident at Blue Cross Aged Care and offers Mass regularly and
chaplaincy for the other residents. Fr Albano Da Costa and Fr Peter O’Rourke regularly celebrate the
Monday Mass for us. Fr Peter Varengo looks after the Italian Mass at St Clare on Sundays.
Our sacristans, Annie Setiawan, Daisy Tan, John Murphy and Queenie Lee have again risen to the
challenge of constantly changing protocols and severe restrictions on personal attendance at Mass.
Likewise I acknowledge the sterling service of our funeral set up teams, Stella and Tony Azzopardi,
Mary Rossely and Mary Dunn.
Our Parish Director of Music, Asher Watters-Cowan has steadily progressed the repertoire and
accomplishment of our cantors and choirs. The voices of Allegra Salinas-Byrne, Merryn and Nina
Hughes have enhanced our celebrations, in real life and online. Our long time organist Ron Mackay
has had a few health setbacks but we look forward to his return. In the meantime Michael Ryan is
filling in at the organ pro tempore. Our cantor and youth leader Anthony Wright is now at the
Diocesan Seminary studying for the priesthood and rejoins us from time to time when his studies
permit.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults presentation team is this year led by Jonathan Hili and is soon
set to resume the catechetical journey for interested inquirers. The journey in faith is also fostered by
the marvelous and educative Bible Study Group led by Dennis Maddern and the more meditative Bible
Discussion Group coordinated by Domenic Amato.
Our Parish Seniors Advocate, Colleen Kelly, has been in great demand addressing the needs of our
senior parishioners and her professional expertise, skillful determination and experience have
achieved a great deal in response to their needs.
Vince and Katherine Fazio have continued with their baptismal preparation group, introducing many
young families into our community. They are assisted by Deacons Brian Muling and Edward Teye. The
sacramental preparation for young people not attending our parish school is this year being conducted
by Edward Teye.
When our Sylvia Soares moved house to Mernda and could no longer manage the commute, she
tendered her resignation and we engaged Katrina Pirrie as Parish Secretary. She has mastered the
role very quickly, largely because of her broad previous experience and the ready guidance of our
Parish Admin Officer Alicia Cleary. Together with our Bookkeeper, Luisa May and Parish Accountant,
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Charlie Mellican, they have been an immense support to me. We are so blessed to have such a strong
and capable Administrative team.
Our Parish School, like all schools in the Melbourne Archdiocese is now governed by Melbourne
Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS) by deed of delegation from the Parish Priests of the Diocese.
St Francis Xavier Parish Primary School is now under the outstanding leadership of our new Principal
Mrs Mary Jones. It continues to hold a prestigious reputation among local schools.
Maintenance and redevelopment of parish facilities, properties and investments is the respon sibility
of our Parish Finance Committee, chaired by Ainsley Cutts. The Parish, with the assistance of
Jobkeeper handled the Pandemic better than forecast. The plans for a renovation of the Piazza
between Church and Friars Room are now back on the table. With restricted access to Masses in
person the custom of passing the plate for Church Collections had to be rethought. The Catholic
Development Fund have provided an online portal and a tap and go terminal for Parish Offerings. I
am pleased to note the increased use of direct debit and credit card contributions which ensures a
more certain income stream.
The care for the physical infrastructure of the parish was again well handled by our Parish
Maintenance Manager, Malcolm Bibby and his assistant, Guido Micheli. The enthusiastic acceptance
of the Columbarium and remembrance garden at St Clare is a tribute to Mary Dunn and the
management committee.
The Parish Pastoral Council has again proven a valuable forum for monitoring parish activities. Under
the chairmanship of Jennifer Micheli, they have planned and managed our pandemic and child safety
response.
There are many other volunteers, too many to name. Those who provide morning tea on Sundays,
those who telephone our housebound parishioners to keep them in touch, those who clean, tidy up,
do the flowers, count the collections, launder altar linen and vestments, and many others jobs I have
missed. They are all part of the wonderful life of our parish, have a share in the success we have had
in adapting to the new and strange demands of this Pandemic time. They are the reason people enjoy
identifying with our community.

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL REPORT
It is with much pleasure that I present the Parish Pastoral Council Annual Report.
Council Members
The Membership of the Parish Pastoral Council is as follows: Ex Officio:
Fr. Tony Kerin - Parish Priest, Fr. Lenin Thenamirthan - Assistant Priest, Brian Muling - Deacon, Edward
Teye - Deacon, Mary Jones - St. Francis Xavier School Principal, Katrina Pirrie - Parish Secretary, Alicia
Cleary - Admin Officer, Colleen Kelly - Parish Advocate.
Council Members:
Jennifer Micheli, Queenie Lee, Sarah Brand, Milan Poropat, Tim Shallvey, Kabaso Chitingulu, Lisa
Barnes.
Retired Ex Officio Members:
Fr. Jossy Kizhakkethalackal, Assistant Priest left the parish in March and Steve Bellesini retired as
Principal of St Francis Xavier School at the end of 2020. Our Parish Secretary, Sylvia Soares had been
Parish Secretary since 2016 and resigned early this year.

Retired Council Members:
Eunice Chong, resigned from the PPC having recently moved to a new Parish.
Masses and Special Occasions
A quiet year socially, and always at a distance, because with Victoria in lockdown there were no
opportunities for social events apart from the Friday 5.30pm and Sunday 11.15am zoom meetings.
Parishioners who zoomed in were able to chat with fellow parishioners, our priests and deacons till
the coffee ran out! These meetings continued until November 2020. The 5.30pm Saturday and
10.15am Sunday Masses continued to be live streamed and when allowed, our churches opened with
restricted numbers which of course continues to this day. A few parishioners braved the weather to
attend outside Masses when Mass was not allowed to be celebrated inside the church. Fortunately in
November we were able to return to the church and with greatly increased numbers.
Easter Vigil baptisms/confirmations had to be rescheduled and rescheduled, which unfortunately also
occurred with the Baptism program. The RCIA program continued, by Zoom of course but most
activities in the Parish were suspended unless they could continue by Zoom.
All Soul’s Day Mass was celebrated at the midday Mass at St. Francis Xavier’s and live streamed and
our deceased parishioners were remembered in a Power Point presentation of photos, accompanied
by Asher Watters-Cowan on the organ. It was an emotion filled celebration when Fr. Jude-Thaddeus
Ogechukwu Ezeme celebrated his First Mass after his Ordination at St. Francis Xavier Church in
December.
Parishioners were able to attend our Christmas masses in larger numbers with Covid-19 restrictions
lessening but there were still limits on attendance in churches and the Family Mass was held on the
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school oval to allow greater numbers to attend. Fortunately, the weather was kind, and the Mass well
attended. Parishioners were also treated to a Carol presentation on Christmas Eve prepared by our
Musical Director, Asher Watters-Cowan.
In the New Year, Ash Wednesday quickly appeared on the calendar and Lent was upon us. Both
churches shared the Stations of the Cross, but the Triduum Celebrations were held at St. Francis Xavier
Church which allowed them to be live streamed to a wider audience than that which could physically
attend. A small army of parishioners attended the Chapel at St. Pascals for the Solemn Profession of
Edward Teye in March and most returned again the next day for his Ordination to the Diaconate. Both
joyous occasions.
Morning tea after Sunday Masses commenced in the New Year and a few small social events started
to creep in. Farewell morning tea for Fr. Jossy at both churches in March and on St. Patrick’s Day after
Mass parishioners enjoyed a cuppa before going to the Doncaster Shoppingtown Hotel for lunch. St.
Clare’s hosted a Biggest Morning Tea in May with nearly $350.00 raised for the Cancer Council and St.
Clare’s celebrated a parishioner’s 100th birthday after Mass in May.
Work in the Parish
Apart from regular maintenance in the Parish, little new work has been undertaken in the past 12
months. The most significant project has been the laying of a concrete path to the Memorial Wall at
St. Clare’s with planting and mulching to finish off the project.
Troubadour
While not much was happening socially in the Parish, Troubadour looked at different ways to entertain
parishioners. Lockdown editions highlighted parishioners finding ways to keep themselves busy and
in the September Edition, students of varying age groups wrote about their experience of homeschooling. A book, ‘In the steps of the Master’ by H. V. Morton reminded a parishioner of her
pilgrimage with the Parish to the Holy Land in 2019 and we were reminded that Zoom was alive and
well in the time of St. Clare of Assisi. In the October Edition parishioners told us how they were
spending their time, one turned 90 and others were walking, listening to music, and sewing to pass
the time. A family found lockdown challenging with both parents working but found benefits in life
slowing down and our musical repertoire was expanded with a new Mass setting. In the January
Edition parishioners reflected on the effect Covid-19 had on their Christmas celebrations. Separation
from family was a big issue and most were fortunate to join family celebrations.
Troubadour enables parishioners who are no longer able to attend Mass, and those who have left our
Parish, to keep in touch and was emailed to parishioners during lockdown by the office staff along
with the weekly Bulletin and Fr. Tony’s Parish Info Letter which will continue. It is also available on the
Parish website.
The Last Word
As members of the Parish of Greater Box Hill we have much to be thankful for and I thank Fr. Tony as
he continues to lead our Parish to bigger and better things. He has been ably assisted by Frs. Jossy,
(prior to his departure) and Lenin since March and Deacons Brian and Edward and the Parish would
not run as smoothly as it does without the expert skills of the office staff. Sylvia Soares, Parish
Secretary, who resigned recently was always helpful and he r skills and dedication to the parish are
matched by Alicia Cleary our Admin Assistant. Katrina Pirrie, Parish Secretary, and our newest addition
to the office, has shown that she also has the necessary talents and skills to keep the office running
smoothly.
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Our dedicated and hardworking PPC team are a joy to work with, thank you all, and where would I be
without Queenie Lee, our minute secretary who is always so willing to assist me. Thank you, Queenie.
This year has been an unusual time for volunteers, and everyone has performed their ministry duties
admirably. A special mention and my sincere thanks to those who have willing undertaken the role of
Registrar at Masses, fulfilling this busy role under difficult conditions, especially when a parishioner
has not understood Covid-19 restrictions. I also thank the volunteers who, after each Mass thoroughly
sanitize our churches, a most laborious job. And lastly, to ALL who work tirelessly for our wonderful
parish, thank you, because without you we would not be GREATER.

Jennifer Micheli
Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – ST FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL
Spirituality
We are delighted to have been able to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation with our Year 6
students and Parish catechists on 16 May. Our students have completed a unit of work focusing on
the gifts and fruits of the Spirit and how these can assist them to live lives that follow the teachings
and mission of Jesus. We are grateful to Fr Tony for celebrating these special liturgies with our school
community.
Fr Tony and I are currently looking at the possibility of building some connections between our
parishioners and our Prep students. Inspired by Old People’s Home for 4 Year Olds on the ABC, we feel
we could build some very supportive and life-giving relationships between our older parishioners and
our youngest students. There are some Child Safety considerations to plan for this but we are excited
by the possibilities.

Learning
The Leadership Team has commenced working its way through the ‘Clarity Learning Suite’ as a way to
continue to build our leadership capabilities. This suite consists of an online set of resources including
discussion prompts, research articles and reflection questions and has been written by Dr Lyn Sharratt
whose work in data literacy and putting faces on the data has been a consistent focus at SFX for the
past 4 years. One of the things we are keen to focus on this year as a coaching team is building
consistency in practice across the school so that the learning experiences for students are visible and
clear.
We have almost completed our first round of assessment of writing pieces using the Bright Path tool.
This has been done collaboratively with staff working across levels to look at student writing samples
against the moderated exemplars provided by Bright Path. This will give us some baseline data about
where our students sit in the writing progression of learning and enable us to create a writing data
wall which is exciting! We have been able to place some of our Prep students on the tool as well which
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is very exciting given we are only in the first half of term 2. Once students have been placed on the
‘ruler’, teachers are able to access teaching points for each student to progress their learning. Naplan
for Year 3 and 5 has also been completed this past week.
We are currently working towards providing digital portfolios for our students this semester. We are
going to trial the use of Seesaw in Prep-Year 2 and our staff are currently exploring its use with the
students. Seesaw is an app that can be downloaded for parents and students/staff are able to very
easily post their learning to it so families can see it, ‘like’ it and comment if desired. Our Year 3-6
students will use Google Classroom as their digital portfolios and we will make a decision whether to
continue with this or move across to Seesaw after trialing it with our younger classes.
Staff are currently commencing report writing, always a big task. Our reports probably ultimatelyneed
some reworking, even just from a formatting point of view. Early next term, we will seek community
feedback on the value and usefulness of the current format and then decide how we will adjust or
change them. The platform we use, SIMON, has limited flexibility for primary schools so one of our
actions next term will be to meet with the developers to request some additional formatting features
that will make the reports more presentable and ‘user friendly’.
Resourcing
There has been a continued focus on marketing and in particular, attracting new enrolments. School
Tours are still occurring for Prep enrolments and it seems logical to run these for longer in 2022,
scheduling them in Term 2 as well. Feedback from enrolling families indicates that having our Year 6
students lead the school tours is a very positive thing and the families value hearing and seeing the
student’s love for SFX. Our numbers for Prep 2022 are sitting around the mid-high 20’s so we still have
a way to go in building enrolments. We have learnt from some families that government schools close
by have already made offers for Prep 2022 so this is something that needs to be addressed within our
principal regional network.
We are currently reviewing our ICT equipment and infrastructure as we have been advised that the
network in particular needs significant improvement going forward. We are also conscious that many
of our iPads are old and can no longer be updated so this is another consideration. We have met with
Source Central, our IT contractors, and are currently waiting for quotes for infrastructure and
hardware.
Community
There has been a further briefing for Parish Priests and Principals about School Advisory Councils, their
roles and terms of reference. There are some aspects of the terms of reference that can be
personalised to suit us here at SFX and this will be a discussion point for our next meeting together, in
particular the makeup and appointment process for the SAC. We are in an excellent position here at
SFX with a well-established Board so have much less work to do than some other schools in this area.
We were looking forward to a community celebration on 26 May for the 200 Years of Catholic
Education. We planned to hold a whole school Mass at 1.00pm followed by lunch in House teams.
From 2.30pm, KaBoom! with the assistance of our Year 6 Leaders were to lead the students in some
fun, physical activities with families invited to join us. Unfortunately COVID had other plans for us and
once again we had to postpone a community event. We were still able to celebrate Mass together as
a school which was lovely and will reschedule a community celebration to Term 4.
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Our Taste of Prep events have been a wonderful opportunity to begin to build connections with our
2022 families. We are delighted to have had the P & F’s support with a coffee morning last week for
the parents while their children participated in a PE session.
Our iNewsletter and updated website have had excellent feedback. Both showcase SFX in a much
more modern and up-to-date way and are more flexible in their presentation of content. A few new
families have mentioned accessing the website to find out about SFX so it is vital this is maintained,
dynamic and vibrant. I am trying to ensure that a news item is uploaded each week to keep it fresh
and interesting. The feedback for our recent school photos has be en less positive, and understandably
so. At this time of writing this report, I am awaiting a call back from SchoolPix.
Mary Jones
Principal

PARISH SENIORS ADVOCATE REPORT
Agile and flexible have been two of the most widely used words over the past twelve months.
Individuals, families, communities, our care, support and service agencies have all had to adapt
to the ever changing Covid-19 environment and narrative. The uncertainty coupled with the
challenges of lockdowns and restrictions have continued to impact every facet of our lives. The
importance of faith, family, social connections, structure, health and an exercise routine has
never been more important than during this time.
As we now emerge from our 4th lockdown, many of the challenges and issues arising from our
previous lockdowns have resurfaced and in many cases, created additional strain and difficulties
for those most affected. On the back of last year’s extended lockdown, some residual
exhaustion and weariness remains. These effects have not only been felt by our parish
community, but also by those working directly within the aged care and disability sectors,
providing the necessary care, support, services and agency to our most vulnerable.
While most Aged Care organisations have tried to maintain a continuity of care, support and
service throughout the past 12months, there have been some disruptions to delivery as a result
of staff shortages at management, service and care giving levels. The increase in need within
the age care and disability sectors as a direct consequence of lockdowns and restrictions, has
placed further demands on the system, which was already struggling pre Covid-19.
As a consequence of these deficiencies, there has been a greater need for me to liaise more
closely with health care providers, support coordinators, case managers and allied health care
professionals ensuring the delivery of appropriate support and care services. A significant
proportion of my time and energy over the past year has been devoted to seve ral families
whose range of complex health and psychosocial issues have necessitated extensive care,
support and agency. Their individual situations have required continued engagement and
advocacy with family members, agencies and caregivers so that additional and coordinated
services can be implemented, thereby avoiding greater intervention. This can be quite a
challenging process at times and often requires significant diplomacy and consultation while
addressing the ongoing concerns. The duty of care whil e respecting one's wishes, always needs
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to be balanced against finding an acceptable resolution so that appropriate actions can be taken
to safeguard the health and wellbeing of a person or a loved one they are caring for.
Covid-19 and its challenges have reinforced the importance for our older parishioners to remain
living independently at home, where possible. More than ever, our homes have become our
sanctuary, somewhere we feel safe, grounded and secure. For parishioners living in residential
care homes, the added restrictions imposed on visitors has further separated and isolated them
from their loved ones. This has created additional stress and anguish for all concerned.
The emergence of the virus has also brought into sharp focus the systemic we aknesses in both
residential, community and disability care services. Issues common to both and highlighted in
the Royal Commission into the Aged Care sector include inadequate infection control training;
preparedness by some providers; gaps in communication and information processes;
unacceptable home care package release delays; inconsistent home care delivery and pricing;
increasing concern about loneliness and mental health of vulnerable older people in the
community; access to respite and challenges related to access and use of technology; access
to and support for mobility and strength based exercise programs. I would also add that there is
a serious lack of funding, support and advocacy for palliative care services in this State.
Hopefully, many of the findings and recommendations handed down following this inquiry will
galvanise the responsible agencies to implement the necessary reforms and policy changes
which are urgently needed to address the failings and deficiencies identified. On the back of
these findings, it is imperative that the Government prioritise the urgent release of additional
home care packages, in particular, levels 3 and 4.
I would like to commend the parish council for the initiatives taken to ensure that our most
vulnerable have remained connected to our parish community. As Fr Tony described in one
newsletter, many parishioners have felt deprived of the physical nourishment of the Eucharist
but they are also missing the communion of faith that our mass provides. Parishioners with
online access have valued the live streaming of mass, while others have been tuning in to
Channel 10 or 31. Many have also welcomed the regular visits, (when possible), by the pastoral
care team who bring communion, and deliver our parish bulletin with a smile and conversation.
These are important measures in maintaining that vital spiritual and social link.
In addition, I have arranged for a weekly mail out of the parish notice and information sheet to
those parishioners living in permanent residential care. This has allowed them to feel included
and remain connected to their parish community.
It is important, especially during these unsettling times, that all parishioners continue with their
regular health care checks, assessments, treatments and diagnostic procedures. I have seen
firsthand what the impact of neglected medical issues can have on the health outcomes of
individuals.
Where health and personal care needs have changed, it is also important that individuals
engage with My Aged Care as soon as possible. This is the first step in accessing government
funded aged care services.
Phone: 1800 200 422 or apply online: https://www.myagedcare.gov.au/assessment/apply-online
.
Other necessary actions taken during the past 12 months include:
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● Welfare checks in person and by phone
● Advance Care Directive advice
● My Aged Care referrals and case review requests
● Arranging additional core and care support services on behalf of parishioners
● Virtual meetings with NDIS, Aged Care coordinators and case managers
● Arranging legal and financial advice with relevant agencies such as State Trustees
● Liaison between pharmacists, health care professionals, their patients and clients
● Family meetings to discuss forward care planning and necessary services
●The preparation of reports and supporting documentation in relation to NDIS plan reviews
● Liaison with agencies such as Carer’s Gateway and Eastern Palliative Care regarding funding
and support services for emergency respite and in home palliative care
● Email correspondence and phone calls with family members, service care providers, case
managers and support coordinators
● Hospital visits when possible. Consultation with social workers to facilitate discharge home
care and provision of services
● Facilitating and coordinating the move of siblings into one of the parish owned units in
Woodhouse Grove
I am continually amazed by the resilience, faith and strength shown by the majority of our older
parishioners. Their grace and dignity and the ease with which the y accept and readily adapt to
the daily challenges faced is both humbling and inspiring. Faith and the power of prayer provide
us all with a real sense of hope and belief that we will prevail and God willing, better times are
ahead.
I would like to take this opportunity to again congratulate the remarkable Joan Smurthwaite who
celebrated her 105th birthday in February this year! What an incredible milestone and
achievement for this beautiful and amazing lady.
During these extremely challenging times, our faith is our strength and guide. Please continue to
care and pray for each other, especially those struggling with health issues, those in respite and
permanent residential care who may be feeling alone due to visitor restrictions. We also pray for
those experiencing loneliness, the seriously ill and for all parishioners who have passed away,
especially during the past year.
In closing, I would sincerely like to thank Fr Tony, Fr Lenin, Fr Bob, Deacon Brian, Deacon
Edward and the Parish Council and Parish community for all your support, care and prayers.

Colleen Kelly
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AUTUMN FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The St. Francis Xavier’s Autumn Friendship Club has not held a regular meeting since lockdown began
in 2020. However, we did attend the St. Patrick’s Day luncheon at Shoppingtown Hotel, arranged by
St. Clare’s Monte Carlos, and enjoyed it very much.
As our attendance was already dwindling below a viable number, we were not sure if we could
continue. We hope to arrange a meeting to discuss our future – probably not till later in the year, in
more clement temperatures.
We did make our usual donation to the local St Vincent de Paul Conference.
Judy Reid

BAPTISM PREPARATION REPORT
This year, the example of little girl who was baptised in April 2021 with her parents having done their
baptism preparation in March 2020 highlighted the challenges of Covid-19 for families. Thank you
Alicia for scheduling and rescheduling so many baptisms during lockdown and thank you to all those
families who had their baptisms rescheduled, some had baptism rescheduled more than once.
Thanks to long or short lockdowns there were a large number of families waiting to have their children
baptised in 2021. A Covid-19 safe baptism meant that we could no longer have multiple
babies/children from different households baptised during the same baptism ceremony. Only one
baby could be baptised at a time. Pre-lockdown we had baptisms on 1st and 3rd Sunday or during mass.
To literally clear the backlog of those requesting the sacrament of baptism for their babies/children,
baptisms are being scheduled every Sunday. Saturday baptisms are an option, in addition to baptism
during Sunday mass. Thank you to Deacon Brian and Deacon Edward for being available every Sunday
for baptism.
The format that we have been using for baptism preparation can be easily used or adapted by any
new parish volunteers, so we would welcome anyone interested in joining the baptism preparation
team. Thank you Deacon Edward for stepping in to run baptism preparation session over the last few
months and doing baptism preparation session via Zoom during latest lockdown.
Vince & Kathryn Fazio

BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP
These are very confusing and troubling times for Christians, and not only because of the pandemic.
We have situations where members of our very own flock preach and promote the world view on;
same sex marriage, abortion, gender, euthanasia etc. This creates confusion and division among
members of our Church.
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It is therefore necessary for us to carefully examine our faith in the light of the Gospel, and regularly
discuss it with others we trust. I believe that the Bible Discussion Group provides such a forum.
Jesus said “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
John 14:6 NRSV. This is the basis of our faith!
This message is repeated in Acts 4:12 “There is Salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved” (NRSV)
It is clear that for us as Christians, there is no other path to salvation but through what Jesus did for
us on the cross, for the forgiveness of our sins.
Peter and John in answer to the members of the Council said “Whether it is right in the sight of God
to listen to you rather than God, you must judge”. Acts 4:19 RSV
The message is that when there is a clear difference between messages, we are to obey God rather
than the world. However, keep in mind that if you do try and follow God’s laws, you must expect
persecution. Jesus is the perfect example of this!
The persecution of Christians seems to be particularly strong, and in this regard we expect the
Australian Government to bring in Anti- Religious Persecution legislation in the very near future.
When Peter and John were set free by the religious authorities, they prayed;
29

And now, O Lord, be aware of their threats, and grant that your servants may proclaim your word
with all boldness, 30 as you stretch out your hand to heal and as signs and wonders are accomplished
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31

When they had finished their prayer, the place where they were gathered together shook, and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and proclaimed the word of God fearlessly. Acts 4:29-31 NCB
Many changes are being made in our society in the areas mentioned above, because the world
believes those changes to represent “righteousness”. We as Christians, need to rely on Christ’s perfect
righteousness, which alone can safely get us to our Father’s House.
We are still actively studying and discussing the Bible on Friday nights, starting at 7:30pm in the Friars
Room. All are welcome to attend. God Bless!
Dominic Amato
Convenor
Bible Discussion Group

BLUECROSS AGED CARE VISITATION AND SPIRITUAL SERVICE
As with so many aspects of our parish ministries these past months of 2020, our ministry with the
Blue Cross Aged Care Residence has undergone changes which have impacted on our involvement
with all our friends there since March, 2020.
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Some parishioners of our team have been welcomed to continue as volunteer visitors to help support
Blue Cross Staff in their care of residents. I have written cards via Australian Post to keep in touch with
those who have been part of our Spiritual Services regularly. Fr Bob Matthews ofm has been a
wonderful support as a resident himself, offering a small gathering for a Sunday Mass and also for
prayer and Sacrament of the Sick for residents in “High Care”.
We do hope to resume our gatherings for Spiritual Communion Service as soon as Victorian Health
and Blue Cross open up the gatherings. We certainly will be welcomed to re-establish this ministry of
pastoral support to our good friends of Blue Cross. The Administration and Staff look forward to the
return of the St Francis Xavier-St Clare Parish resuming our ministry with them.
We may have to re-organise the way we gather as our groups may need to be smaller as the larger
group may no longer be acceptable in times ahead, but I am sure we can adapt to newer ways!! We
hope to resume later in the year maybe September/October. We will keep the parish updated as
things move forward. Thanks to our great team who are so supportive to offering the prayer, and
pastoral love to all at Blue Cross.
Sr Moira and the Team Members

COLUMBARIUM REPORT
The Columbarium niches have been reserved with a total of 36 to date. We have a total of 16
interments and 22 niches reserved. There is at least two families who have shown interest in
purchasing a Niche for their loved ones ashes to be interred.
Families who reserve the niches are finding it a peaceful time and if their loved ones ashes are interred,
they spend time at the Niche. It is lovely to see them reflecting at the Niche.
The plaques for the Memorial Wall are now slowly being reserved. There is now a total of 8 already
purchased and on the Wall. There is more interest being shown after advertising in the Bulletin for
families to consider this during the year. Our advertising suggested this as a lovely way to remember
a loved one who is buried elsewhere but was a Parishioner of Greater Box Hill.
We are very excited to see the new path constructed in the garden bed to the Memorial Wall. The
construction of the path was led by Deacon Edward who was the Project Manager along with some
very handy assistants from the Youth Group. With this path we expect to see interest in reserving a
plaque will continue to grow.
Our team will continue to help Parishioners in whatever way they may require assistance.
Mary Dunn
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FIRST FRIDAY COLLECTION
The First Friday Collection at the noon mass originated with the parish Sacred Heart Sodality, which
collected among its members for a student at the Sacred Heart Mission School in Sideia, PNG. Over
fifty years ago, a boarding school – which became known as “Hotel Sideia” – was opened, by Father
John McGhee MSC, because the potential students lived mainly on outlying islands and daily
attendance was impossible. Financing the boarding school was difficult and Father John, a long-time
principal, enlisted support from friends and relatives in Australia and, no doubt, Sacred Heart
Sodalities. In the sixties and seventies each Box Hill sodality member contributed twenty cents a
month, which went into a red bag, and records from the time show that $40.00 was sent each year to
support a particular student.
It was the Sacred Heart Sodality which began the “Hour of Prayer for Priests”, which included midday
mass, on First Fridays in the seventies; during the Hour the red bag went round the members for their
contributions; very soon, other members of the congregation offered donations. In the late eighties
the sodality lapsed but the Hour of Prayer for Priests was continued by Fr. Ben Clowes ofm, as a “Holy
Hour”; with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and prayers for our priests; and the red bag
collection continued. The money was put directly into the Mission bank account, so no expenses were
incurred.
Our contributions to "Hotel Sideia” were very gratefully received, as the families in the area have
difficulty earning the money to pay for their children’s education. There must now be many people in
PNG who owe their position in life to the schooling they received at “Hotel Sideia”.
Regretfully, as the Holy Hour was cancelled in 2020 due to the Covid-19 virus lockdowns, there has
been no collection for the past twelve months. It may be possible to begin it again, as the Holy Hour
has resumed. Many thanks to all who have contributed in the past.
Nancy, Imelda and Judy

GIRLS DRINKS
Since 2005 ‘ladies’ from the Parishes have gathered for an informal chat over a coffee or glass of wine.
We get together on the second Friday of the Month from 5pm to 6.30pm in the Friars Room or some
months we meet at the Blackburn Hotel or RSL from 5.30pm on & stay for dinner if you want.
2020 was mostly spent in hibernation with a few of us able to catch up for a Christmas tea. Hoping
this year we will be able to catch up monthly & so far there have been 8-10 people coming.
Watch for the notice in the Bulletin or ask the office to join the email list.
Come along & catch up with some new friends & old friends. Gold coin donation.
We would love to see you there. All Welcome.
Jill Kitch
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MONTY CARLOS

2020/21 was a difficult year meeting with the Monte Carlo group due to the Covid-19 pandemic and
the age group we represent. On St Patrick's Day 17 March we were finally able to go out for a lunch at
the Doncaster Hotel and 19 parishioners and friends gathered to celebrate. We even treated the other
patrons to an Irish ballad as we had our photo taken! We welcome all seniors and friends to our
activities in the future.
Yvonne and Patrick Thurbon
MORNING TEA
Covid-19 interrupted the serving of Morning Tea last year for many months. In 2021 it has resumed
under Covid-19 guidelines. All food has to be handed out by tongs. Gloves have to be worn and the
dishwasher has to be used for washing up. We have fewer volunteers on the roster this year. Despite
this, parishioners at the 9.00 am Mass enjoy getting together for a chat and a cuppa after the service
is over.
More volunteers are always welcome.
Yvonne Thurbon

PARISH LITURGICAL MUSIC REPORT
Over the past year, our Parish Music program has been adapting to the setbacks that have been
thrown at us. We were lucky enough to have consistent rehearsals leading up to Holy Week and Easter.
We were able to sing some beautiful music this Holy Week and Easter with a mix of traditional and
contemporary music. The Youth Stations of the Cross were directed by Cecilia Clark and myself – and
the church was full to capacity, with lots of people watching the live stream from the Friars Room.
Rehearsals leading up to Christmas were limited to 5 singers, and we held a carol service on Christmas
Eve, led by some parish youth, as well as some of our choristers.
A talented group of young choristers from the Parish are providing music for the Saturday Vigil mass
which is a perfect environment for young people to learn lots of musical skills. We have been able to
learn different mass settings, as well as drawing on musical sources from the fantastic heritage of the
Catholic repertoire.
Our choir has been able to return to weekly rehearsals, and are looking forward to developing our
music program over the next year.

Asher Watters-Cowan
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R.C.I.A.
The 2019/2020 RCIA program took longer than expected to complete due to the interruption imposed
by COVID-19 lockdowns and restrictions. Thankfully all our Candidates we able to receive their
Sacraments of Initiation before the end of 2020 with Father Tony’s help.
We had 10 catechumens/candidates in total. These consisted of people reasonably new to
Christianity plus converts from the Evangelical Church and Church of England. The program began
with Fr. Marcus Goulding as Chaplain but we had to say goodbye to him in February as he was moved
to his next posting. His strong program and support saw us through to the end albeit with a very
staggered finish line this time around. The Burow Family completed their reception into the Church
early on 29 September, 2019 (Feast of St Michael the Archangel). Their two sons, Noah and Nathanael,
were baptised on the same day as their parents were received into the Catholic Church. Kushie Jaya
from the previous year was finally received into the Church in November 2019 to complete the
number for the 2018/2019 program. The balance of candidates received their Sacraments of Initiation
when the opportunity arose, in between changing coronavirus restrictions.
In the interim whilst we were in lockdown, we continued with our lessons on -line and when they
ended, we kept our little group going with on-line Bible Discussion. It was a lovely way to stay close
and to develop our faith more deeply. Everyone looked forward to these virtual gatherings to learn
more and also for the human interaction, connection and community during a difficult time. We were
often joined by some of the regulars from the Friday night Bible Discussion group which helped to
make the RCIA group feel welcome in the wider parish.
Although it was disappointing for our Candidates not to be baptised at Easter 2020, it reinforced the
importance of their faith and increased their hunger for sacramental life and life in the Church. When
restrictions allowed, we were able to quickly schedule a private baptism here and there, albeit with
no guests apart from one family member and sponsor. Fr. Tony was very obliging and helpful with the
organisation of these. Finally after everyone had received their Sacraments of Initiation, we staggered
First Confessions throughout varying lockdown restrictions. We got there in the end!
I would like to officially recognise and welcome our newest Catholics from the 2019/20 RCIA
program: Amanda Burow, Matthew Burow, Noah Burow, Nathanael Burow, Jasmine Balzan, Andrew
Tan, Philip To, Shan Wickramanayake, Sharon Liyanage and James Morris.
I would also like to thank the 2019/2020 RCIA team consisting of Jennifer Micheli , Daisy Tan, Anne
Large, Monica Nevada and Fr. Marcus Goulding. Special mentions to Clarence & Robby Westwood
(Croydon Parish) and Chris & Anne Lim who also attended most weeks to support the group, and to
Father Tony Kerin for assisting after Fr. Marcus’s departure. Sylvia Soares, Parish Secretary at the
time, was especially helpful with scheduling, rescheduling, and producing certificates etc. with
assistance from Alicia Cleary.
Once again it has been a very fulfilling and joyful experience and a great privilege to pass on my faith
to others and to see them continue to participate in parish life.

Evelyn Ogilby
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SENIOR’S CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Unfortunately due to the Covid-19 pandemic restrictions, Christmas lunch for 2020 did not take
place. We hope to get together for Christmas 2021.
Gerry Mooney

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
The St Vincent de Paul Society is a lay Catholic organisation that was founded by a 20-year-old student
named Frederic Ozanam in 1833. It was established by like-minded individuals who put their faith into
action, supported by Sr Rosalie Rendu, a Daughter of Charity, who was known as ‘the good mother of
all’ for the good works she coordinated for the poor.
This compassionate outlook, enthusiasm and vision continues today in Australia, needed even more
so in this uncertain Covid-19 world. There are thousands of volunteers who every day share their
time, energy, and care for humanity working towards a more just society, and to make a difference in
the lives of disadvantaged people all around Australia.
We are called, as Vincentians, to feed, clothe, house, and assist our brothers and sisters who are forced
onto the margins of society. We seek to share both bread and hope, recognising Christ in their painful
stories and witnessing to the Good News of justice and compassion.
The first Australian Conference was founded in Victoria by Fr Gerald Ward at St Francis' Church, in
Melbourne on 5th March 1854, just 21 years after the founding of the first conference in Paris by
Frederic Ozanam.
Locally the Box Hill Conference was established in 1939 and over the years its members have provided
compassionate, practical support of the most vulnerable in our community, with hand-ups rather than
handouts that respect the dignity of those we assist where social justice and advocacy is at the heart
of what the Society stands for.
"Over and above the work we do in the local community, our Conference i s twinned with three
international conferences in places like India. Twinning is an overseas social justice program of
practical support to provide both financial assistance and friendship via letters to the wider Vincentian
community."
In the past year we have seen an increase in caller numbers as Covid-19 situation exacerbated the
disparities in income support, thus shifting the demand for aid to those that have fallen through the
cracks. We also provided food hampers to a few homeless people who were temporarily housed by
DHHS in local hotels during lockdown.
A breakdown of the assistance given this financial year is as follows:
Home Visits
Adults
Children

147
158
74
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Food Vouchers
Purchased/Donated Food
Vinnies Shop Cards
Myki Cards

$5,300
$7,405
$4,560
$120

The number of visits is 56% higher than previous years, and we have seen more new callers this past
year, because of referrals from non-government agencies. Distribution of supermarket vouchers has
increased slightly, as supplement to the food parcels drawn from on our store of donated / purchased
food in line with our Conference policy to give up practical aid to the marginalised.
There has been a noticeable increase in the number of Vinnies shop cards distributed for clothing and
furniture needs, particularly once the shops reopened after Stage 4 lockdown. The local Vinnies stores
at Mont Albert and Ringwood are also a great support of the ‘good works’ of our Conference.
St Francis Xavier Primary School generously ran a couple of appe als for non-perishable food and
toiletries which really helped to stock our ‘pantry’ that were gratefully received by the families we
visit.
Our Lady of Sion College has continued their annual support by donating thirty Christmas hampers of
food, toiletries and gifts, which we deliver to our clients and families in December. We are very
thankful for these hampers that bring a bit of Christmas joy to our clientele.
We are always grateful for the parish community’s ongoing prayers and generous donations to the
Poor Box, and the two special appeals for the works of the St Vincent de Paul Society which are held
annually through the Parish. Thank you all for your kind support.
Rhosheen Meyers & Kathy Sakowski

THE FRANCIS / CLARE CHARISMATIC PRAYER COMMUNITY
Due to Covid-19, no meetings were held in the latter half of 2020, although we did have a Christmas
break-up at the Doncaster Shoppingtown Hotel with 15 attending.
With Ash Wednesday so early this year, we started 2021 with the Lenten Program from the
Archdiocese of Wollongong. We have been presenting the Wollongong Program for the last 6 years
and it has always been well received by our members.
Members attended the midday Mass on 24th May and were pleased to welcome Fr. Lenin
Thenamirtham to our group later in the afternoon and delighted that he prayed over all attending.
We meet in St. Clare's’ Hall, Killara Street, Box Hill North every Monday afternoon (except School and
Public Holidays) commencing with Divine Mercy at 1.00pm, then Praise and Worship at 1.15pm
followed by either a study of scripture, a presentation, or a guest speaker. Due to Covid -19 restrictions
afternoon tea is not provided now (BYO is acceptable), but tea and coffee is always available.

Anna Scarano
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THE KNIGHTS OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS
The Knights of Southern Cross is an Order of Catholic Layman whose objectives are to:
(1) Promote the advancement of Australia.
(2) Foster the Christian way of life throughout the nation.
(3) Promote the Welfare of its members and families.
(4) Encourage social and intellectual activities amongst its members.
(5) Conduct and support educational, charitable, religious and social welfare works
Based on these objectives we have supported Catholic Charities such as the Priest S upport Education
Fund during 2020 and Sacred Heart Mission. We also supported Fr Jude at his recent Ordination.
Financial assistance for these charities was raised by our members. Our main fund raising activity is
the annual selling of raffle tickets at Churches in surrounding areas. Unfortunately with Covid-19 and
lockdowns our efforts were curtailed during the year. Including the extension of our annual raffle from
May 2020 to April 2021.
We participate in Formation Programs and write to politicians and public figures on issues that affect
the moral wellbeing of the community. We visit members who are sick in hospitals, nursing homes
and pray for them at our monthly meetings.
During 2020 the Box Hill Knights of Southern Cross were unable to meet regularly due to Covid-19
Lockdowns in Victoria. We were able to have our Mass for Deceased Brothers on Thursday December
10th combined with the Parish Mass at St Clare's Celebrated by Fr Tony. We have been able to meet
during 2021 having Monthly Meetings including Day Meetings with Doncaster Templestowe and
Nunawading Branches. Unfortunately our Annual June District Meeting with Nunawading was
postponed due to the recent Covid-19 Lockdown. It will now be in July.
We are grateful for the wonderful support of Fr Tony, Fr Jossy, Fr Lenin, Deacon Brian, Deacon Edward,
Parish Staff and Parishioners of St Francis Xavier, St Clare.
Membership of the Knights of the Southern Cross is open to all Catholic men committed to the practice
of their religion. We welcome new members. The Order is an Australian wide Organisation affiliated
with the world body of Catholic Knights.
Bill Cleary

THE WINTER SHELTER
The Winter Shelter is being hosted by 7 different Churches but is supported by 28 of the Churches in
the Whitehorse region. In March we started our monthly meetings with a night of understanding the
requirements of the Venue Coordinator position and working through a typical evening at the shelter
and possible scenarios that may arise. Since then, all coordinators have completed a mental health
first aid training course (which I highly recommend); worked through policies and risks; assisted with
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the training dates that many parishioners attended; and prayed that permits would be granted for all
our shelter locations. Unfortunately, the expense for St Francis Xavier Parish to obtain a permit was
considered unreasonable so now we are hosting on a Friday night using Crossway’s facilities in
Springvale Road.
The shelter was to open on the 1st of June but, disappointingly, another Covid-19 lockdown started on
the 28th of May and prevented us from opening. As I write this report, we are scheduled to commence
on the 28th of June.
Along with the shelter a day centre is to open on the 28th of June from 1 to 6 pm, Monday to Friday at
Nunawading Uniting Church which will give people a meeting space with WiFi and shelter from the
elements during the day.
I would like to thank all the parishioners who have volunteered or prayed for this project. I’ve enjoyed
meeting, working and learning from the other venue coordinators and am excited that we’re finally
going to start and hopefully make a difference to some other people’s lives.
Lisa Barnes

PIZZA AND PRAYER
St Francis Xavier/St Clare Parish Youth socialisation and prayer programs recommenced from April
25th, 2021, in the Friars Room. The Pizza & Prayer meeting opened to kids ages ten and above, takes
place after the Sunday evening Eucharist from 6:30-8:00 pm. In restarting the youth Pizza & Prayer
this year, we ventured into the following activities: An Introduction to Christian Meditation by Fr
Gilbert Carlo SVD, Learning Simple Catholic Prayers, Introduction to Charismatic songs and Prayers,
Holy Rosary Recitation, Introduction to Simple African Drumming Skills. We usually buy pizzas for
dinner from the generous donations of the youth’s parents.
This year, under the strict Covid-19 restrictions, we managed to run the Pizza & Prayer meetings on
Zoom through the support of Fr Tony, Alicia and Katrina in the Parish Office. The youth value these
supports with gratitude and great appreciation. Thanks to the youth leaders, Cecilia and Anthony for
taking up the leadership challenge with creativity.
What is so exciting about Pizza & Prayer in the parish this year is the creative introduction of four
committees (Prayer Committee, Activities Committee, Food Committee and Sanitation Committee)
which enable the youth to compose, organise and lead the group to pray duri ng our meetings. We
hope this will give the youth a concrete active participation in the prayers of the church. Our two youth
leaders Cecilia and Anthony did not hide their excitement as they share their experiences below:
“Experiencing the excitement and enthusiasm of the youth group has filled my heart with so much joy.
In particular, it has been so touching to welcome back old members of the group but also many new
people. This term, the kids have shown creativity and initiative by forming new committees within the
group and sharing their own prayers. The group have particularly loved social games nights,
meditation, drumming led kindly by Edward and movie nights. Everyone has been able to grow in their
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faith and form close friendships with other equally passionate young people. We can’t wait to see how
the youth group will continue to grow.” - Cecilia Clark.
“Starting up the Pizza and Prayer youth group again has been so rewarding. Participating in youth
group for the past 6 years has been an amazing experience for me and I was so disappointed when the
youth group was stopped over 2020. With the return in 2021, was so grateful to be able to give the
youth group experience I had to other youth within the parish and leading the youth group alongside
Cecilia and Deacon Edward has been such a satisfying experience for this first six months of the year.”
- Anthony Brand.
More exciting times ahead as we reflect on our recent Concrete Path Project for the St Clare Memorial
Wall. The youth are grateful to the Parish Priests, the PPC, and the parents for giving the youth a
chance to gain a hands-on-experience under Edward’s guidance. Together with the parents, myself,
and the youth leaders Cecilia and Anthony, we hope to be an encouraging youthful presence to all
young people in the Greater Box Hill Parish, especially under the depressing Covid-19 restrictions.

Deacon Edward Teye SVD

SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE
The members of the committee are: Sarah Brandt, Eunice Chong, Alicia Cleary, Deacons Brian
Muling and Edward Teye and Milan Poropat. The Committee purposes are to:


Ensure that the Parish is a child safe community



Work toward compliance with Archdiocesan and civic compliance requirements



Review risks around the Parish properties, activities and groups



Recommend actions to eliminate, minimise or manage identified risks to child safety



Raise awareness of child safety with the parish community

Our task was to review the child safety arrangements of the Parish against the Archdiocesan Child
Safety Standards and submit a report to the Professional Standards Unit. This has been substantially
completed particularly thanks to the work of the office staff Sylvia and Alicia. Some documenting
work remains to be completed in the next few months. Subsequently the parish will need to review
policies and practices annually. Training has been provided to all Parishioners involved in various
ministries. Summary information sheets were distributed and required signing off by all volunteers
to show they understood the requirements of keeping all children safe and the changes in law that
place an obligation on all to report any child safety concerns to authorities.
The policy of the Parish Council is that all new ministers/volunteers will receive Child Safety
Orientation training before commencing their ministries.
It is a reminder to all Parishioners that whilst the Child Safety Committee has been tasked with
leading the effort in this area, we are all responsible to ensure our children are safe and respected
within our parish.
Milan Poropat
Child Safety Officer
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
ST FRANCIS XAVIER - ST CLARE PARISH
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020
CATEGORY

2020

2019

2018

RECEIPTS
Thanksgiving - Stewardship Program
Loose
Thanksgiving Income
Donations

163,369

192,845

195,406

31,713

75,147

77,910

195,082

267,992

273,316

15,739

19,008

20,469

7,586

9,919

Fundraising
interest and Dividends
Rent
Sundry

6,718

53,697

42,764

256,970

249,250

199,806

8,237

48,317

16,326

COVID JobKeeper and Grants

247,402

Other Income

535,066

377,858

289,284

TOTAL RECEIPTS

730,148

645,850

562,600

% of Thanksgiving /Total Receipts

27%

41%

49%

EXPENDITURE
Administration

202,343

165,123

170,281

66,889

58,972

49,546

120,430

154,739

165,644

Archdiocesan Levy

37,434

55,299

42,184

Other Sundry Costs

103,265

114,272

62,799

8,237

10,226

11,665

538,598

558,631

502,119

30,000

30,000

30,000

Pastoral (Incl Nurse Advocate)
Property (R&M, Insurance & Utilities)

Interest on Loan
TOTAL OPERATIONAL EXPENDITURE
Capital Loan Repayments
Transfers to School Building Fund

-

50,000

WEEKLY AVERAGES
Thanksgiving - Stewardship Program

$

3,142

$

3,709

$

3,758

Loose

$

610

$

1,445

$

1,498

Thanksgiving Income

$

3,752

$

5,154

$

5,256

Expenditure

$

10,358

$

10,743

$

9,656

Other Income

$

10,290

$

7,267

$

5,563

Weekly Surplus

$

3,684

$

1,677

$

1,163
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