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Farewell Fr. Lenin

Welcome Fr. Phuong

Fr. Lenin Thenamirtham arrived in our Parish in
March last year, stayed with us just under a year
and then parishioners were told that he would
be leaving our parish at the end of January to go
on sabbatical.

Fr. Lenin attended Masses on the weekend 22nd
and 23rd January to allow parishioners to bid
him farewell, below, and is pictured above
saying a few words at St. Clare’s Church after
Sunday Mass.

I am Fr. Phuong Vu. I was born in Vietnam but
grew up in Brisbane. After studying Mechanical
Engineering, I felt the call to a religious life, and I
joined the Divine Word Missionaries. I was
ordained to priesthood in 2006 and I chose to
do mission in China. It was a great mission
experience of encountering God through the
Chinese culture and people. The mission taught
me how to speak the language and love people.
After 6 years of mission in China, I returned to
Australia to do spiritual direction ministry and it
was a blessing to experience God through those
I have served. Now, God is calling me to engage
with the people of Box Hill parish and I need to
be opened to God’s calling and serve God with
trust. Again, I will experience God through those
I serve.

Farewell Fr. Edward
We farewelled our newly ordained Priest, Fr.
Edward Okletey Teye just after Christmas. He
was returning to his home in Ghana, then later
will take up his mission work in Zimbabwee.
Fr. Edward is pictured
during his last Sunday
Mass at St. Clare’s on
Boxing Day, 2021. His
achievements in the
Parish during his stay
were many, completion
of the Memorial Wall
path at St. Clare’s and
running of the Pizza
and Prayer group to
name only two. He is
pictured below talking
with parishioners after
Mass on Boxing Day.

Fr. Edward wearing his new Stole

A cantor for St. Clare’s
Choir member, Queenie Lee was promoted to
Cantor by Asher Watters-Cowan at Sunday
Mass on Boxing Day 2021, below and later
pictured with fellow choir members.

Fr. Edward said his last Mass in the Parish on
Wednesday at St. Clare’s and was presented
with a gift from Andrea Ong, a beautiful,
Aboriginal designed Stole.

Candlemas at St. Clare’s

New PPC member Chris Lim

Candlemas, also known as the Feast of the
Presentation of Jesus Christ was celebrated by
Fr. Tony Kerin at St. Clare’s on Wednesday, 2nd
February 2022. Parishioners were invited to
bring candles to Mass to be blessed as you see
below.

I was born in Penang (Malaysia), raised a
Buddhist and studied in a LaSallian primary and
secondary school. I went for my Uni studies in
Singapore and at 21 rode my motorcycle to
Blessed Sacrament Catholic church nearby,
signed up for RCIA, was baptised at age 22, met
my wife Anne, married 3 years later and with
God's grace and blessings, have 6 wonderful
children. I have lived in Malaysia, Singapore and
migrated to Australia in 2009. I work with
computers in the IT sector as a full-time job,
have done photography for 20 years and had
participated/assisted in church services and
mission work, assisted as sponsors in RCIA) and
lately, learning to serve as sacristan and altar
server at St Clare. I hope this short introduction
allows you to know a bit about myself. I look
forward to getting to know you all through the
service in this wonderful parish. Chris (Beng) Lim

St. Clare’s Arch

Fr. Tony blessing the candles.

One of the plants
at the Arch to the
Memorial Wall has
grown to and over
the top of the
Arch, while the
other has barely
reached the lower
rung. The plants
were planted at
the same time. Not
sure why, just one of those things, it certainly is
a mystery…

Together again…

Concert at Scots’ Church
Asher Watters-Cowan, Parish
is on leave at the moment
Melbourne a few weeks ago
Scots’ Church in Melbourne
2022.

Cleaning up at St. Clare’s

Musical Director
but returned to
for his recital at
on 9th February

What has been an eyesore for quite some time,
and old, dead tree in the corner of St. Clare
School property has finally been removed.

Asher’s parents, Sherrie, and Peter and his two
sisters came to Melbourne with him to attend
the recital and two GBH parishioners, Queenie
Lee and Jennifer Micheli also made the trip to
Melbourne to attend.

Believe it, or not…

.
After the recital, everyone went to a Chinese
restaurant for lunch and Asher is pictured with
his family walking along Russell Street on the
way to the restaurant.

Deacon Brian was standing in front of the mirror
in the St. Clare Sacristy, before Mass one
Wednesday and the image appeared on the
back of the Church wall, under the Sacred Heart
statue. Believe it or not!

