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Christmas Message from
Fr. Tony Kerin
The Nativity of Jesus Christ
reminds us that our Lord
and Saviour entered
physically into the mess
that has always been
humanity. This year our
messiness is so much
more chaotic due to the
global pandemic of Covid-19. And yet, as always
there are many blessings for which to be
grateful, even in our own disorganised state. The
commitment and discipline demonstrated by us
and our fellow citizens has made possible a
memorable if somewhat different Christmas
celebration.
Through this past year many of us have had to
step up, adjust, reach out or even find ourselves
doing new things in different ways. This was only
successful because of patience, tolerance, and
acceptance that everyone was trying to do their
best with what we had available.
This Christmas will be messy, and our desired
plans may be compromised. Let us consider this
inconvenience a chance to experience the less
than perfect comfort an accommodation
inflicted on Mary and Joseph in their first
welcoming of the Christ child.
Fr. Tony Kerin

Going Home…
The funeral of Fr. Charles (Charlie) McBride was
celebrated at St. Clare’s Church on Tuesday, 13th
October 2020 by Bishop Les Tomlinson. Fr. Tony
Kerin concelebrated with Bishop Tomlinson.
Fr. Charlie McBride was Administrator at St.
Clare’s after the retirement of Fr. Leo Kelly in
1997 until the parish came under the care of the
Franciscans in1999.

During his Homily Bishop Tomlinson, pictured
above, said he chose St. Clare’s for Fr. Charles’
funeral Mass because ‘He enjoyed this Parish
very much and it was for this reason that I chose
this Church for his funeral Mass.’
Music was supplied by our Director of Music,
Asher Watters-Cowan on the organ and cantor,
Merryn Hughes and at the conclusion of Mass,
Fr. Charles McBride was escorted out of the
church by bagpiper John Houghton playing
Amazing Grace and Going Home.

Fr. Tony pictured at work

Bishop Les Tomlinson, Fr. Tony and bagpiper John Houghton
(Image used with Permission: Tobin Bros.)

Fr. Jude’s First Mass at
St. Francis Xavier
Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr.
Jude-Thaddeus
Ogechukwu
Ezeme was held at St. Francis
Xavier Church on Sunday, 6th
December 2020. If not for the
Covid-19
restrictions,
the
church would have been packed, as it was, many
of Fr. Jude’s friends and parishioners from St.
Francis Xavier as where permitted due to Covid19, where there to celebrate with him.

The First Reading was read by Sr. Faustina Ede

Fr. Jude spent 6 months in our Parish in 2017 as
a 4th Year seminarian and made many friends in
our parish and after living in Australia for ten
years has friends in many parishes.

The Gospel being read

Fr. Jude entering the church with his fellow priests

Fr. Jude was assisted during his Mass by over 15
priests and deacons including Fr. Tony Kerin and
Fr. Marcus Goulding, late of St. Francis Xavier
Parish and now at St. Bernard’s Parish, Bacchus
Marsh, who was Master of Ceremonies.

Fr. Tony Kerin blessing the Chalice

In welcoming the congregation, Fr. Jude spoke
with much emotion, welcoming viewers from
around the world and his family in Nigeria
saying, ‘in a very special way I want to welcome
my family whom I’m sure are watching from
Nigeria…my heart goes out to my mum who like
Anna has waited for 25 years for a day like
this…mum the grace of God rests with you.’

Fr. Jude welcoming the congregation

Fr. Jude blessing a parishioner

At the conclusion of Mass Fr. Jude spoke
emotionally and explained in detail how he finally
made the decision to continue his journey to the
priesthood. He gave special thanks to Fr. Tony
saying, ‘Fr. Tony is one of the reasons why I am
here today…when I came here Fr. Tony took me in
like a son…Fr. Tony I thank you.’ Fr. Jude
concluded by thanking Archbishop Peter
Comensoli ‘for ordaining me and I can assure you
that I will not disappoint the Lord…’

Fr. Jude at the conclusion of his Thanksgiving Mass

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the congregation
were not able to join Fr. Jude in sharing a meal,
but outside the church were given packets of food
which could be eaten there and then or taken
home, see below.

‘With grateful heart, I thank you for being part of
my priestly history.’ Fr. Jude Ezeme.

James Morris
On Sunday, the 29th November 2020, James
Morris was accepted into the Catholic faith at
the 10.15am Mass at St. Francis Xavier Church
by Fr. Tony Kerin.
In what was a family affair
James’s mother-in-law, Lisa
Hughes (pictured right)
welcomed parishioners to
the Mass and later read the
Readings, and his sisters-in-law, Merryn and
Nina were cantors for the Mass (see below left).
It had been a long
journey for James
who, if Covid-19
had not disrupted
the RCIA schedule,
would had been
accepted into the
Catholic faith at
the Easter Vigil.
To continue with
the family theme,
James’s wife Myra
was his sponsor. Fr.
Tony is pictured below anointing James.

Mass outside during the pandemic
For a few weeks after the second ‘lockdown’
parishioners had the joy of attending Mass
outdoors. Through rain, wind, and occasionally
sunshine Frs. Tony and Jossy soldiered on and
celebrated Mass for the parishioners who
attended.

One Sunday morning saw four members of the
Fernandes family, Ramira, Emily, Joachim and
Aaron attend an outside Mass at St. Clare. It was
a very important occasion, the 12th birthday of
young Aaron who is pictured below receiving a
blessing from Fr. Jossy. Aaron’s little sister Emily
is hidden from view, behind Fr. Jossy.

There was something really special sitting on a
chair under the portico at St. Clare’s, and while
we didn’t have music or cantors, we had the
steady hum of cars as they travelled along
Woodhouse Grove, below.

With the easing of restrictions, limited numbers
of parishioners were allowed inside our
churches, below, and it was a welcome sight for
our priests to see, if not a full church, at least
the beginnings of Mass returning to normal.

Parishioners were a little more exposed at St.
Francis Xavier’s outside Masses, sitting in the
open area outside the Friars’ Room, or under
the veranda if the weather was inclement, below.

Watching Mass via Facebook or YouTube is
another first and has been a great comfort to
those older parishioners who wish to stay home
and not take the risk of being exposed to Covid19. Let us hope that the New Year, with further
easing of restrictions, will give our senior
parishioners the confidence to return to Mass in
our churches.

We have lived though unprecedented times in
2020. Something our grandchildren may find
perhaps difficult to explain to their children and
we can only hope that the New Year will bring
happier times and as we await the coming of
the Christ Child, let us put
behind the gloomy times of
2020 and let the blessings of
Christmas flow over us in 2021.

