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Greater Box Hill                                                      
 

Entrance O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
  In his presence are majesty and splendour, strength and 
  honour in his holy place. 
 
 

Acclamation We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your  
  Resurrection until you come again. 
 
 

Communion Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be 
  abashed. 
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St. Francis Xavier Office Hours:   
Monday - Friday: 9.30am - 4.30pm 
Parish Secretary: Sylvia Soares 
Parish Admin Officer: Alicia Cleary 
Parish Seniors Advocate: Colleen Kelly 
Mobile Number: 0450 224 204 
Music Director: Asher Watters Cowan   
 

Mass Times: 
St. Clare 
Weekend Mass Times 
Sunday:          9.00 am 
Italian                                           11.00 am  
Weekday Mass Times 
Wednesday:                                  9.00 am 
Thursday:                                       7.00 pm 
Saturday:                                       9.00 am  
Reconciliation:  Saturday:  9.30 - 10 am 
 

St. Francis Xavier    
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday:                              Vigil 5.30 pm 
Sunday:          7.30 am 
        10.15 am 
          5.30 pm 
Mandarin Mass       12.30 pm           
 

Weekday Mass Times 
Monday—Friday:                         12 noon 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4.00 –5.00 pm  
 

Marriages: By appointment 
 

Baptisms: 
SFX - 1st & 3rd Sundays only at 11.30am 

St Clare - during 9.00am Mass  

 

Preparation Session - 1st Wednesday of 
the month at 7 pm in Friars Room 

 
 

Presentation Mass - 2nd Sunday of each 
month at 10.15am Mass at SFX.  

 

Please ring Parish Office to arrange. 
 
 

Our Parish community of Greater Box 
Hill is committed to the Victorian Child 

Safety Standards and acknowledges 
that Safeguarding is everyone’s 

responsibility.  

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Today we reflect on the first and most important responsibility of discipleship, namely, 

evangelisation, the goal of which is the proclamation of the reign of God. God seems to 

choose the most unlikely people to preach to others. It does not matter who brings the 

good news, but who receives it. Jonah the prophet was sent to outsiders, even enemies. 

The disciples were fishermen who spoke to the people of their own country. God's salva-

tion is intended for all, and it seems to make little difference who brings this good news. 

Today’s readings call for repentance. The grace of God requires a new way of living, a life 

of faith and commitment. The gospel invites us into the age of fulfilment, a salvific reign of 

truth, compassion and kindness. It is a way of life that leads to justice.  

There is an urgency in these readings. This world in its present form is passing away, and 

God's call demands a total response. Like the disciples, we must leave the familiarity of our 

former ways and follow the call that we have heard in the depths of our hearts. We are 

called first to enter the reign of God and then to spread it. As ambassadors of God, we 

bring the good news of salvation wherever we are and in whatever we do. Called by God, 

we now begin to live in a totally different way, guided by the values of the reign of God 

rather than those of the world that is passing away.  
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The Eyes Have It 

 

When Jesus says to Simon, Andrew, James and John ‘I will make you into fishers of men’, 

then, amongst the many levels of meaning they would have heard the allusion to Ezekiel 

29:3-5.  

Jesus was telling them that he was creating a society of liberated human beings, called the 

‘Kingdom of God’. This would involve struggle against powerful elites, the pharaohs of this 

world, who oppress and enslave people. It would be as dangerous and demand as much 

energy as required to haul a crocodile out of the Nile.  

Yet they did so, ‘straightaway’. Because of the call of Jesus? No. At least, not that alone. 

We read ‘He saw Simon and his brother Andrew . . . He saw James and his brother John.’ 

They were responding not to his voice alone but to his eyes. His is like the attentive gaze of 

a parent loving a baby into a beautiful future. Jesus looks at you and at me wanting to love 

us into a barely imaginable future.  

 

We could pause for a moment to remember that when His call comes, demanding an ‘aye’ 

or a ‘nay’, the Eyes have it.  

© Fr Michael Tate  

  

During January, Extraordinary Ministers of Eucharist & Ministers 

of the Word are requested to volunteer at Masses as required. 

Stewardship Corner  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”- Mark 1:17  

Jesus’ call to “Follow me” is a call to all Christians!  The call is in the here and now, in our 

present circumstances, not when we think we are “ready” or have everything in or-

der.  Good stewardship of our God-given gifts means that things aren’t always going to go 

according to our schedule and that God has a much better plan in store for each of us.  

Australia Day  

Tuesday 26 January at 12noon, St Francis Xavier Church 

Mass (with music) will be celebrated on Tuesday 26th January at 12noon, SFX Church on 

Australia Day.  
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