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Thank you to all who have contributed to this edition of The Spirit, 

our first edition since Covid19 hit, and all but closed down our 

country and the world.

This is without doubt the most difficult edition I have ever edited.  

Within the space of three months almost every aspect of our 

everyday world changed.  Generally, as one edition hits the streets, 

I begin the process of setting articles, which are not time critical, 

aside for the next.  But, although it has only been three months since 

March, the relevance of anything prior now has to be questioned.

The process has been disjointed as never before, and I know, I 

will not be happy with the finished product. After much thought I 

decided to include articles that do not register Covid19 as I think 

we are consumed by the news associated with the pandemic and 

so, I looked to our charter “Fostering Community Awareness & 

Communications” and I hope, this edition will continue that tradition.

I attended the National Conference for Catholic Social Services, 

at the end of February titled “Serving Communities with Courage 

and Compassion”, it was an informative two days where I had the 

opportunity to meet many inspirational members of our Church 

communities throughout Australia.

Particularly interesting was the direction of both the Sydney and 

Brisbane Catholic Care organizations, in their aim to integrate their 

service much more into Parish life, something we had experience of 

when Fr Kevin Mogg was our Parish Priest and the Episcopal Bishop 

of Social Welfare in our Archdiocese at the same time.

The Brisbane experience was of particular interest to me as, they 

are involved in Childcare Centre’s, and before and after school care 

- within or next to, their schools with the aim of keeping families 

close from the birth of their children through the education process.  

Unfortunately, I was unable to get a copy of the presentation by 

Alana Crouch, Director Catholic Early EdCare, however you may be 

able to find more about it if you Google it. 

The much loved Fr Peter Robinson OAM, passed away just as we 

went in to lockdown, and there was no collective opportunity to 

mourn his passing and tell stories of a dedicated priest and our 

friend.  Hopefully you will enjoy the tributes we have included and 

feel a little more connected, as we could not celebrate his life with 

the usual rituals.

Similarly, much space is dedicated to Michael Bowden, a valued 

friend and contributor to The Spirit.  I feel we owe it to the families 

who were not able to have the support of families and friends in the 

traditional manner at the funerals of their loved ones, to show them, 

they are not forgotten.

We have only had time to acknowledge the death of much loved 

parishioner Marg Anderson; she contributed enormously to our 

parish life in her inimitable quiet way, and will be particularly missed 

by her friends in the Evergreens.

In the midst of all this chaos Fr Arsenio came to join us.  Please know 

you are welcomed very warmly, even though we have not been able 

to physically meet with you.  We look forward to your time with us 

at Holy Spirit.

And, to all our community struggling through these times, please 

reach out if you need assistance and be aware that it is essential in 

these difficult times to be gentle with one another and remember 

the greatest of all the Commandants – “Love one another as I have 

loved you.”

As I am processing the final edits on this addition, the news is full 

of the riots and burnings in cities in the US, sparked by protests of 

the alleged unlawful death of another American man of colour.  I 

was worried that this edition contained too many  “Social Justice” 

articles.  In light of what is happening in the US now, I don’t believe 

we can ever publish too many articles urging us to learn about 

issues within our society and hopefully alerting us to the dangers 

of ignoring injustice in all aspects of our communities.

Take care, and stay safe and well.

Helen Konynenburg
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Thank You from the Editor
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Baptism Welcomings 
1st & 15th MARCH

Reflection - FR ARSENIO
My appointment took effect 1st of April, 2020 as parish priest of Holy 

Spirit, Ringwood North, St. Anne’s, Park Orchards, and St. Gerard’s, 

Warrandyte. I moved in that day and it was no joke that I thought it 

wouldn’t happen because of the lockdown. 

It was a relief when I saw ‘moving house’ was allowed because for two 

weeks I’m already packed up and ready. I was like a burglar into the 

night moving my personal stuff. 

And through the days settling in, it was strange because there were 

no allowed public liturgical celebrations at all. There were no church 

gatherings to be besides myself saying private Masses. The church 

was completely shut. Majority relied online access in much about 

everything due to movement restrictions. The iso word came out, 

for all of us indeed have the isolated experience. We are saddened 

that people have suffered and those died due to the corona virus, 

whether they were ordinary people or frontline workers. Many lost 

jobs and took a big hit financially. Words are not enough to express 

how disappointed and frustrated we are in many ways. 

However, during this coronavirus era, despite the cons we have many 

things to learn and hope for. I for one have learned some things about 

myself during these weeks of sheltering in place and distancing. 

I have learned that I have encountered, confronted, adjusted, shifted, 

responded and gone new paths emotionally and spiritually. 

I have embraced the unfamiliar and looking the new normal. I have 

discovered that I can find ways to survive, and even thrive while still 

finding meaningful ways of life. The area of my comfort zones has 

broaden. I have a bit more know-how these days. I hope you did too.

During this time of lockdown we the parish team having 
been trying many ways to keep you all informed, however 
we have noticed a number of email addresses and mobile 
numbers are incorrect.  Could we please ask you to confirm 
your email addresses , mobile and home addresses so that 
you are all kept informed and our data base can be updated.

Thank you in anticipation.
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Holy Spirit Community School 
www.hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

120 Oban Road, North Ringwood 3134 
Email administration: hspirit@hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

Phone: 9876 1103 

Our school is  
committed to our 
childrens safety. 

We adhere to the 
CECV commit-

ment statement to 
child safety and fol-
low a “safe guard-
ing children code 

of conduct” 

Prep 
Grades 1/2 
Grades 3/4 
Grades 5/6 

We greatly appreciate that many people around the world including 

our fellow Holy Spirit parishioners have been praying for us and other 

catechumens who have had our planned Easter Vigil entry into the 

Catholic Church delayed as a result of the COVID-19 restrictions.

Last October, our influential RCIA team leaders and sponsors, Tina and 

Lawrie created a very detailed weekly program, which highlighted 

the plan to receive the Sacraments of Initiation at Easter Vigil Mass. 

While it was a stellar plan that would have held up any other year, the 

timing change leads us to reflect that “the human mind plans the way, 

but the Lord directs the steps” (Proverbs 16.9).

While we have appreciated the opportunity to view the Masses 

from St Patrick’s Cathedral online, we are very much looking forward 

joining Father Arsenio and you all to receive the sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist in the future when the 

Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne gives the go-ahead for in person 

masses to resume.

In the meantime, while the parish house is closed for in person 

meetings, we continue to build on our momentum from the RCIA 

program by having our meetings via video conferencing each week.

Andrew & Sam

RCIA UPDATE Palm Sunday 
COVID-19 STYLE
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Over the last couple of weeks our life has been 

touched with sadness of loosing our friend Helen 

Hannay to cancer aged 69yrs and the joy of our 

new grandson Leo Nicholas Beith born at Box Hill 

hospital on the 1st May to Jayne & Steve Beith 

weighing 3.6kg/8lb.

This is a photo of our first cuddle in this time of 

the Covid19 pandemic as no hospital visits were 

allowed.   

Maureen & Terry Taffe

Anna Parle and her partner Chris have 

welcomed Jack Samuel Miller into their 

family on April 9th ,2020.  

Proud New Grandparents 
COVID-19 STYLE

Another Grandchild for 
CLARE & PETER PARLE 
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The Wells family group visits  
DEVENISH ON THE SILO ART TRAIL

Sacred Heart of Jesus,  
I PLACE MY TRUST   
IN THEE.
The month of June is dedicated to The Sacred Heart of Jesus. This 

month falls within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, which 

is represented by the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope 

is the color of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the 

hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope 

of a glorious resurrection. It is used in the offices and Masses of 

Ordinary Time.

The Holy Father’s Intentions for the Month of June 2020

The Way of the Heart 

We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life, allowing 

themselves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus.

Eighteen members were spending a day on their annual outing to visit 

the silos. The group enjoyed three days of fellowship based at Mulwala.

The group has been active for thirty years. They meet in January and 

plan out the year’s activities. A different member organizes each 

month’s activities. From memory I do not think we have missed a month 

so far. The activities are becoming more sedate with the passage of 

time but they keep on keeping on. The groups were started by the then 

Parish priest FR. Kevin Mogg in order to encourage Christian fellowship 

among the parishioners.
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A very different report this time dear friends.

The Support Team has been endeavoring to keep in touch per phone, 

AustPost and modern tech etc., but if you have missed out, please give 

us a call – we will certainly contact you when we are back on deck.

Our age group has had to adapt to many changing circumstances 

over the years so hopefully, as restrictions ease a little it will be easier 

to cope with present day challenges with our continued support, and 

as Gwen would say, a few “laughs along the way”.

Any queries please phone:  Shirley 9870 1396  &  Jean 9876 2204

EVERGREENS’ REPORT

20/05/2020 Maureen Walker  80 Years

10/03/2020 Faye Smith 90 Years

24/03/2020 Franca Peretich 90 Years

24/05/2020 Pat Mrophett 90 Years

Congratulations to you all!

International Women’s Day Breakfast

The event celebrates the contribution women make to workplaces, 

families and communities, and is a great opportunity to get a group 

of friends or family members together in a positive, supportive, and 

celebratory environment.

Excellent Guest Speaker Hilda Hinton

Her recent book release –The Loudness of Unsaid Things”.

The Breakfast was attended b Jean Smith and Maureen Chamberlain.

PICS FROM THE PAST
24/03/2000
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A snapshot!
FR. ARSENIO TUAZON

Vale
FATHER PETER ROBINSON

Joined his God on 14th March 2020
A great friend of Holy Spirit Parish of many years, Father Peter 

passed away in Box Hill Hospital on 14th March 2020. He had been 

in ill health for some time prior to hospitalization and mercifully, 

only spent a relatively short time there prior to his death.

He died just before the country went in to lockdown, and many of 

you might not have known. 

Father Peter instigated the annual pilgrimage to the Warnambool 

races, and was known to have taken the odd tour to the Holy Land 

etc.

The stories of Fr Peter are legendary.  A wonderful man and priest, 

his warm sense of humour under all circumstances was one of his 

greatest strengths.

He was a friend and a very great supporter of The Spirit magazine; 

and his encouragement and support were greatly appreciated.

We will remember Father appropriately when we are once again 

able to congregate.  He will be greatly missed by many.  

Helen Konynenburg

Name: Fr. Arsenio Tuazon

Role in the Parish/School: Parish Priest

My earliest memory….when our family lived in a small town 

north of Manila where I was born and grew up. And at very young 

age, playing almost every day at the backyard with neighbours, till 

my grandma would scream at me to stop coz I was already sweaty 

and dirty.

At school I always……enjoyed break time to meet other older 

students, as we’ll be playing tag.

My first relationship was …..when in university, kinda mutual. 

But it didn’t last long as we went separate ways due to location 

and choice of careers.

My drink of choice…..bailey’s apart from softdrinks.

My father always told me…...to do your best, and God will do 

the rest.

I wish I had….more time to go around places I’ve never been.

I wish I hadn’t…..acquired too many moving boxes.

My most humiliating moment…..was in a wedding service where 

I called the bride a different name (due to two weddings on that 

day).

My happiest moment…..ordained a priest, and it was a feast in 

our town.

At home I cook …...with the help of google and youtube some 

native dishes.

My favourite gadget is….. a smartphone, almost does everything 

you need.

The book that changed my life …..was Imitation of Christ by 

Thomas A Kempis.

I’m loving …..the cooler weather here. 

Friends say I am…….patient which I think what everyone needs.

If only I could…...in a snap of a finger change life and things in the 

world for the better.

The last big belly laugh I had…..was with school friends way back 

in college, remembering about our past silliness and escapades.

What I don’t find amusing is…...politics and with polarising 

issues which sometimes I think cannot get away with it.

I’m always being asked….how I’m finding it here in Australia or 

don’t I miss the heat. 

My favourite game is….. basketball which I frequently played.

At the moment I’m reading….an old newspaper I found and 

manual of printer.

If I were a car I’d be…..a toyota coz I’m always hoping to find 

reliable parts.

I often wonder about.....the future. Thinking and hoping that 

everything will be back to normality and a better life for all.
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Margin Call
THE RISK OF INTEGRITY

Catholic Social Services Conference Melbourne, 27 February 2020, 

Francis Sullivan

This morning we have recognised the original inhabitants of the 

land on which we meet and its elders past present and emerging. 

We also gather as custodians of the collective ministries of 

religious orders, diocesan and faith inspired organisations seeking 

to bring charity, justice or both to the needy, the marginalised and 

the often forgotten.

Whether overtly or not, this is done in the name of the Church. 

Even more so it is inspired by the example of Jesus.

It is very much an intentional activity. A moral exercise. We 

specifically seek to instil a virtuous culture within the haphazard 

and perilous places where poverty and disadvantage dwell.

Good works by good people for the good of others. Not a bad gig!

But importantly, it is also a Catholic gig. One where there are many 

Catholic identities yet motivated and sustained by the same spirit, 

the same founding story portrayed in the Gospels which is the 

subject of ever deepening understanding and application.

So it is within that light that I provide my thoughts this morning. 

Not as an expert in the delivery of social services. Rather as a 

fellow traveller who has reflected deeply over the last six years or 

so on the ramifications for the Catholic Church in contemporary 

Australia.

I offer these reflections from a perspective of hope and optimism. 

I sincerely believe that the desire to bring about justice and well 

being for others is intimately motivated and sustained by God. 

That is what faith in action means to me and I suspect many of 

you hold the same or a similar sense of how this work in which you 

are engaged is actually a faith based and inspired endeavour. Not 

an overt mission for conversion and redemption. Nor an organised 

strategy to demonstrate how caring the Church can be. Rather it is 

an extension, a natural consequence, of heartfelt and clear headed 

commitment to do something in the face of need, suffering and 

destitution.

I also believe that we need to be realistic about the place of 

Catholic social services in the broader theatre of Australia’s welfare 

and community services sector. Where once it was the foundation 

of the evolving safety net, it now occupies a somewhat niche 

contribution within a wider and more comprehensive government 

and other non government services network.

So there is likely to be debates over the essential, if not crucial, 

contribution Catholic based services provide the community 

and the necessity or otherwise for their continued support from 

governments, policy makers and funders of all descriptions.

I do not propose to solve that ever brewing issue. What I do want to 

concentrate on has more to do with the identity of this ministry, its 

relationship to the public perception of the Church and the need 

for an enlivened spirituality that both sustains us and motivates 

our engagement with the realities of life.

The title of my presentation is quite deliberate. In the financial 

world a margin call occurs when the value of an account has fallen 

below agreed levels. At that point additional capital is required 

to restore the value of the account and in turn the confidence 

of investors. If the trader doesn’t deposit funds into the account 

then assets are sold regardless of their previous market value. 

The trader remains active for as long as it has assets and can find 

willing buyers.

The upshot is a depleted company, with its reputation damaged, 

its product on the slide and its management under notice.

I put it to you that this is not too far from the situation we currently 

find ourselves facing in the Catholic Church. Through gross 

mismanagement and blatant deception the institutional Church 

has squandered the good will of the overwhelming majority of its 

members. It has debased the value of the Church in the broader 

community. It has added fuel to the fire over the relevancy of the 

Church to modern day life.

Just as depressing is when some in positions of authority and 

influence in the institution remain on a course that holds little 

hope for any correction in the near term.

You can still hear senior Church personnel deluding themselves that 

the crimes, cover ups, and obfuscations are things of the past, that the 

good works of the Church, in schools, welfare and health, will restore 

its public standing and that the public critics and cynical media are 

part of a broader ‘anti-Church’ agenda in a post Christian world.

This risks becoming pathological and will only see the institution 

further erode its value and any real sense of being a social asset and 

force for good.

 

We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134

Editors: Mary Ryan and Joan Plostins 
Publisher: Newtone Press 
Spirit Magazine is published four times a year by Holy Spirit Parish 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood 
Phone: 9876 3717 • Fax: 9879 6042 • Email: mary.ryan@cam.org.au
The contents of this magazine are printed in an e�ort to support community awareness and communication and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, 
our Parish Priest, or the people of the Holy Spirit Parish.
Letters to the Editor, enquiries re distribution information and sourced contributions should be sent to 
Holy Spirit Parish House, 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood (address above)
Average circulation 800 copies – Not for pro�t
Printed by Newtone Press – 11 Evans Street, Burwood Vic 3125 Phone: 9874 6152  
Email: enquiries@newtone.com.au
Closing date for next edition – 25/11/2013

22-24 Holy Spirit Fete NewsAdvertising in  
‘The Spirit’ magazine

If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
the other businesses from our local community who 
are bene�ting from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size 
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size 

For more information contact the editor (Mary Ryan) 
at the Parish House on 9876 3717.

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries

If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
businesses from our local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine.
The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size
For more information contact the Parish House on 9876 3717. 

Advertising in ‘The Spirit’ magazine

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au
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Throughout the Royal Commission years some would lament 

that there was little attention paid to the extent of good works 

undertaken by the Church across our community. Works of social 

service, health care, pastoral support and education. Some now 

fear that those works will be tainted by the loss of trust the 

community holds for the institution in general. Others despair at 

the ‘brand damage’ the revelations of the scandal have brought.

For example, we do hear these days of a hardening attitude in 

government bureaucracies towards Catholic organisations. There 

have been instances where Catholic organisations have not been 

included in government initiatives without any stated reason or 

have been warned that their tax exempt status is under threat. 

These organisations have no direct link with the sex abuse scandal 

but now they are in line to pay the consequences.

That said, I believe the bigger concern is the risk that leaders will

‘circle the wagons’, seek to regroup and then substantially continue 

on without any significant change. And that change is primarily 

about our heart.

Have we the capacity to let our broken hearts speak? Can we dare 

to be different? To humbly accept that our way of seeing things, 

reacting to things, proclaiming things needs to change.

Are we too captive to an arrogance born of certainty and 

institutional longevity? Have we stopped hearing the cries of the 

poor, the oppressed, the misunderstood and the strange ones?

Do we kid ourselves that meeting needs is not wrapped up in a self 

serving ideology of social action and importance?

These are confronting questions but necessary none the less. They 

are the type of self analysis that comes with spiritual discernment, 

supposedly a mainstay for any ministry.

They are also prompted by the prophets of our times. Those 

who have courageously unsettled our comforts, questioned our 

intentions and stretched our imaginations. They are the people 

who have risked their lives for a world that at least could be better 

for others, let alone for themselves.

They are the brave hearts who dared to speak truth to power, who 

wore the rejection and the scapegoating of an institution in denial.

They are the free spirits who have stood proudly in the face of

prejudice and discrimination knowing all too well that ‘fitting in’ 

was the price for acceptance and harmony. A price too high too 

often. A price no longer able to meet the margin call.

First and foremost we need consensus on what a Church, and in turn, 

Church run social services, are on about. In a society that regards 

religion as just another lifestyle choice at best, we need to resist 

trying to pump air into old tyres that have run their course. We need 

to dream of an engaged, vibrant and relevant church that is reflected 

not just in its outreach bit more importantly in its manner, disposition 

and basic humanity. We need to change the terms of engagement. If 

the Church is not primarily missionary then it will become ossified as 

a propositional institution, out of touch and out of time.

The sex abuse scandal made it abundantly plain that when the 

institution is threatened its closes ranks, manages its risks and 

does not act and speak out of its heart but strategises out of its 

head.

Only a heart driven Church will have any chance of relating beyond 

its increasingly narrowing base.

Secondly, the scandal revealed just how ‘victim friendly’ the 

institution really is. It was rare to hear of occasions where victims 

were believed rather than tolerated. To hear where victims were 

assisted to make their case rather than interrogated in order to 

be found wanting. To hear where the Church authorities were 

transparent and pastoral rather than cautious and reliant solely 

on legal and insurance advice. It was also rare to learn of cases 

where the Church authorities sought confidential compliance 

from victims rather than overt reporting to the police.

Only a Church that walks along with victims and risks becoming a 

victim with them can resonate the spirit of Jesus and the dream of 

the Gospel.

Thirdly, the glaring lack of moral leadership during the scandal not 

only speaks volumes about the potential to be disconnected from 

our basic reason for being, it also warrants major surgery as to who 

gets to participate in the governance of the church. Unless we 

break the shackles of entitlement and cronyism, become inclusive 

and more representative in our decision making we risk losing any 

claim to renewal and reform.

Yet, maybe not unsurprisingly, we still find the same model 

of administration and the same culture of clerical entitlement 

controlling the management of the institution. Doing more of 

the same should not be the answer, but there is every indication 

that the fear of loss of control will continue to ward off sensible 

power sharing between clergy and laity, the promotion of women 

into governance roles and the democratising of administrative 

functions such that local parishes and communities are trusted to 

design and oversight ministries to meet very local needs.

That challenge lays very much before us and we should not let it 

fall to those inside the Church bubble. Instead we need to agitate 

for the change we identify, to speak confidently of its benefits and 

to insist on a seat at the tables that matter.

As the second aspect of my presentation’s title states, can we 

take the risk of integrity? Are we up to the challenge of becoming 

authentic and responding in a radical fashion to the call of the 

Gospel?

The underlying project of Catholic Social Thought is liberation. It 

calls for a new mindset that unlocks the structures of oppression, 

both within ourselves and for others. It asks us to wake up to the 

attitudes and behaviours that enslave, oppress and dehumanise. 

Most importantly, it compels us to ask whether we are part of the 

problem or the solution.

To be part of the solution is to take the risk of living our values.

Seeing disadvantage and injustice is not merely an intellectual 
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exercise. It requires us to stand up for those too weighted down 

and silenced by oppressive systems and cultures, ostracised by self

interested forces, belittled through selfish agendas and discarded 

by self serving movements.

It challenges us to own our values even in the face of fear, 

uncertainty and intimidation.

It definitely compels us to take sides – in a power imbalance we 

need to see life from the underside, to identify who is losing out, 

who needs our influence and capabilities to come their way.

It means living with hope- that the law of the jungle, of ‘the mob’, 

of the status quo, of the ‘way things are done around here’, of the 

owners of opportunity and chance are NOT the determinators of 

what is right, just and decent.

Others will more eloquently outline what radical steps are required 

to meet people at the margins. They may well quote Pope Francis 

too as he implores the Church to be at the margins and in the 

messiness of life.

Today I want to pick up on two aspects of moving to the margins.

Ours is a comfortable, quite conventional Church. We are very 

much a part of the socially conservative infrastructure of society – 

upholders of traditional values, lifestyles and conventions.

Watchdogs for social order. Our asset holdings across dioceses, 

hospitals, education and welfare settings implants a Catholic 

footprint the envy of any land and capital speculator. It 

also engenders a conservative, cautious instinct that makes 

responsiveness and flexibility difficult to deliver.

We bleach the Gospel of its radical nature and we tame its spirit to 

fit our narrow vista.

This is a conditioned response, a confected culture of self protection 

and self promulgation. I think we are called to be so much more. 

Not mere subjects to an institution or the expectations of an 

organised religion, but rather active participants in stretching 

our sense of church and ministry into frontiers where others stay 

disengaged from difference or even worse fight against it.

We need to adopt a spirituality that is non dualistic, person 

centered and humble. One that readily holds what may first appear 

as opposites in a creative tension. One that pays attention to the 

surprise of life; its twists , turns, torments and torper that lead to 

awakenings of the Divine in ordinary ways. A spirituality where 

silence speaks louder than words and love compels acceptance, 

confusion and risks the loss of identity into a new creation.

From this disposition I put it to you that there is a call to go to 

the existential margins as much as there is the imperative to be at 

the economic and socially impoverished places. Poverty does have 

a postcode, but not just spatially. The dignity and well being of 

people is coming under significant threat particularly in the areas 

of gender identification.

The despair and despondency some people experience as they 

seek to literally be themselves in communities where prejudice 

and religious fundamentalism make them outcasts or worse must 

be eradicated. It is not enough for Churches to spruik platitudes 

and empty rhetoric over the challenges confronting people of 

same sex attraction, gender dysphoria or trans sexual orientation. 

Respect and loving embrace should come with no strings attached.

To be truly catholic is to find unity across differences. It is to 

acknowledge that everyone is being made in the image of God. 

We are unfinished products, glimpses of the divine, symphonies 

aching for the crescendo!

Our tradition speaks of the blueprint for life as being an unfolding 

of revelation for everyone that their deepest yearnings, their 

longings for love and acceptance are not found in confected 

personality or rigid compliance to external expectations, even 

obligations. Rather it is in giving primacy to the particular 

expressions of being human,valuing them as graced gifts, before 

we seek to corral people into the constraints of commonality and 

convention.

The signs of our times are calling the Church to rediscover within 

its tradition this more pastoral approach. For too long we have 

adopted a ‘one size fits all’ approach to human sexuality and 

intimacy. The upshot has seen alienation and despair. Particularly 

for young people courageous enough to seek an authentic and 

honest lifestyle in the face of heavy social conservatism and 

prejudice, often with the voice of the Catholic Church ringing in 

their ears.

So much energy has been directed to bolstering static notions of 

human nature and their rigid understandings of what are orthodox 

lifestyles and moral choices that we have demonised individual 

freedoms and rights in the process.

Little wonder people lose interest and begin to question how 

seriously the Church listens to the evolving revelation of its times.

A further boundary beckons in the field of economic justice. It 

is coming up to 30 years since the Catholic bishops released its 

economic critique Common Wealth for the Common Good. It was a 

bold and far reaching statement challenging the economic status 

quo and the political settlement over economic rationalism and 

market driven policy. It sounded the call for the poor, the victims 

of income inequality and the evolving underclass in our society.

It was an important and necessary intervention in the public 

debate.

Our times call for a similar siren call. Debates rage over the levels of 

income inequality. They are usually joined by ideologues on both 

sides. But taking the side of impoverished and disenfranchised 

people is not an option for Gospel inspired organisations. It is a 

mainstay of the mission.

So it comes with the territory that we need to be advocates for 

economic justice. This in turn means being economically and 

sociologically literate, and most importantly, confident in the 

application of Catholic Social Thought.

The Church, and Catholic social and human service groups in 



Holy Spirit Magazine JUNE 202012

particular, must not vacate the field of public debate and policy 

making. We have a voice that others can use. We have a tradition 

of economic thought that seeks a just distribution of wealth and 

opportunities. We need to once again lean into public discourses 

that are deliberately crafted to appeal to the comfortable at the 

expense of the suffering. We must not shy from critics who seek to 

put the Church in its place. Our place is alongside those who suffer, 

are impoverished and face the perils of life on their own. Our voice 

needs to echo the pleas of the silenced.

This is our true heart. One open, non judgemental and 

compassionate. One that hears the cries of the poor, the 

downtrodden and the forgotten.

Our hearts have been broken and well that they have. For only 

broken hearts can hear the word of God. Only soft hearts can sense 

the echo of the Spirit. Only open hearts can move the mountains 

between people, across communities and within the deeper 

imaginings where violence and hatred fester.

These days we are blessed by prophets of honesty and hope. 

Victims for sure but advocates for life indeed. Whether they 

have visited us from the scandal or whether they tentatively live 

amongst us eager for our awakening and embrace, they deserve 

our heartfelt respect and we their forgiveness.

Vale
MICHAEL JOHN BOWDEN OAM

Born on 21 March 1947 and caught the escalator to 
Mystery on Holy Saturday, the 11th April 2020.

Readers of The Spirit magazine will be very familiar with the 

Gospel Reflections Michael wrote each week, with one always 

being included in each edition. His courage and generosity in 

sharing the journey of his beloved wife Jude into dementia, and 

his own journey with Motor Neurone Disease,  gave courage and 

comfort to so many of our readers who faced similar journeys, 

and we especially thank him for that.

He wrote his last Reflection for the Fourth Sunday of Lent. 

I always received the group email from Michael with the Subject 

being just Fourth Sunday of Lent 2020, no fuss.

On Easter Sunday I received an email from his account with the 

simple subject line: Mike has gone to Heaven.

I’m sure he has.

There have been numerous tributes written about this man of 

many talents, and people often ask me what is the connection to 

Holy Spirit Parish in Ringwood North.  I first met Michael at a Social 

Justice Conference in the 1990’s.  We were both at a presentation 

about The Stolen Generation. A middle-aged woman spoke of 

her trauma, when as a three year old, she was scooped up into 

the back of a truck, and driven away with her mother running 

screaming after the truck, and how she spent years thinking she 

must have done something really bad to be taken away like that.

Seated in front of me, this big man was unashamedly in tears at 

the end and I asked him if he was OK and would he like a coffee. 

That was Michael – a big man with an even bigger heart.  He 

was at that time working with the Tangentyere Council in Alice 

Springs.

The Jubilee Year 2000 approached, and a group of parishioners 

came together to make a pilgrimage  “Journey to the Heart”.  We 

travelled by bus to Alice Springs and Uluru.  During the planning 

stage, I phoned Michael and said I was looking to provide some 

insight/education into the culture of our indigenous people 

if possible whilst we were in Alice Springs.  With the assistance 

of Jude his beautiful wife, they organized a series of talks and 

information about the lives and culture of our First Nation people, 

which still inspire me to this day.   

Fast forward to 2014, I returned to the editorship of The Spirit 

and managed to track Michael down to Darwin where he was 

teaching.  And yes, out of the blue, I emailed him and asked if he 

would care to write something for The Spirit.  Without hesitation, 

he came back  with “I write a weekly Blog on the gospel reflections 

you are welcome to use anything you think might be of interest.”

Michael was a generous man of great faith who inspired many, never 

hesitated to reach out to those in need, and assist anyone who asked.  

We offer our condolences to his family, who will continue to be in 

our thoughts and prayers over the coming months.

Michael’s funeral Mass was broadcast on YouTube and is still 

available. Here is a copy of his Funeral Mass 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xu8v5wxxhltexeb/Michael_Bowden_

Mass.pdf
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Building a strong future for 
CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES

A clear highlight of Friday morning’s sessions at the national Catholic 

social services conference, Serving Communities with Courage and 

Compassion, held in Melbourne from 26-28 February, was the panel of 

young leaders of Catholic organisations who gave a fresh perspective 

to the notion of a ‘way forward in mission’.

The panelists included Belinda Clarke, Founding Director of Social 

Impact Partners, CatholicCare Tasmania; Claire Victory – National 

President of St. Vincent de Paul Society National Council of Australia; 

and Josh Lourensz – Executive Director of Catholic Social Services 

Victoria.

Each panelist provided an insight into their own beginnings in the world 

of Catholic social service. For Belinda, it was as a 17-year-old when she 

attended a Mercy Sisters retreat. For Claire, it was her first experience 

with St. Vincent de Paul Society as a ten-year-old, participating in home 

visits to older community members. Josh, through his beginnings as 

a youth worker with the Salvation Army, found a keen interest in the 

plight of asylum seekers and the homeless.

The refreshing insight offered by each allowed for an interesting 

discussion about the efforts of the Catholic social service sector and 

whether these are enabling people to reach their full potential. Belinda 

conceded that the sector is not doing as well as it could be, despite 

the resources available. She also claimed that the disadvantaged and 

marginalised are becoming even more so, which speaks to the need to 

think differently about the sector’s response.

Claire agreed that, while organisations such as St. Vincent de Paul 

Society are aiming to help people, the government and society at large 

continue to demonise those in need, working largely off assumptions. 

Josh added to this, agreeing that the depth of issues such as 

homelessness is masked and, therefore, not always addressed. It is clear 

that we collectively need to address the underlying structural causes of 

poverty and disadvantage.

Given the clear need for systemic change, the panelists were asked to 

describe their processes of prioritising needs. For Claire, it is consulting 

members of her organisation about the challenges they face and being 

guided by this feedback. Belinda described the effort to strike a balance 

between focusing where the most energy is in society and the areas 

where energy is not given.

While she conceded this can be difficult, given the broad scope of 

CatholicCare Tasmania, she explained that the best place to start is 

with an organisation’s greatest asset: their people. Josh described the 

unique nature of Catholic social services, in that they are not purely 

staff-run but also include volunteers and everyday members of the 

community. The clear theme in all three panelists’ approaches? The 

need to prioritise people as both the focus and source of change.

All three brought stories of the individuals and/or groups who have 

inspired them throughout their careers. For Belinda, it was a Sister who 

encouraged her to spend time in the local Woolworths supermarket in 

her area of work. Through this, she learnt that one must be a part of a 

community in order to make a difference in said community.

For Claire, it was the first person from St. Vincent de Paul Society 

to take her on a home visit, as well as the everyday members of the 

organisation. For Josh, it was a former manager who, despite his high-

powered position, often took the time to unpack the dishwasher in the 

staff room.

As for identifying emerging leaders – much like themselves – in this 

sector? The responses from the panelists were simple: look for those 

eager for training, development and growth; recognise those that are 

open about their vulnerabilities and the areas in which they still have 

much to learn; look for those who put themselves among the action 

and, of course, look for the person unpacking the dishwasher.

Overall, this panel discussion provided a refreshing, hope-filled glimpse 

into the future of Catholic social services.

By Alice Cronin, for Catholic Social Services Victoria



Holy Spirit Magazine JUNE 202014

Mission at the Margins 
THE CALL TO UNCOMMON COURAGE; 
DEBRA ZANELLA PRESENTS CLOSING KEYNOTE
By Alice Cronin, for Catholic Social Services Victoria 

Debra Zanella provided the closing keynote at the national 

conference for Catholic social services, Serving Communities 

with Courage and Compassion. She explored the role of modern-

day prophets amidst the current milieu of Catholic social service 

provision. As CEO of Ruah Community Services and President of 

the Western Australian Council of Social Services, Debra was able to 

bring both her vast experience and learnings from key influential 

people to the table, as she implored those present to do the same.

Inspired by Joan Chittister’s work, The Time Is Now: A Call 

to Uncommon Courage, she challenged us to consider what a 

prophet is, does and stands for. She proposed that, while not all 

people of faith are called to be prophets, we are all called to be 

carriers of prophetic messages – a notion true of both individuals 

and organisations.

She asked if we, as members of faith-based, mission-driven 

organisations are courageous enough to look at life how it is 

and set out to expand it; to risk exclusion by calling out acts of 

injustice and the underlying structures and systems feeding them, 

and to risk being silenced or labelled ‘difficult’ by those being held 

accountable. She exemplified such courage by way of reference to 

notable figures who have walked the prophetic road in the social 

service landscape such as Joan Chittister, Eddie Mabo and Malala 

Yousafzai.

Debra also spoke of the important role of women in the Catholic 

church today. Women, who are considered responsible for passing 

on the values and principles of the church to children, who are 

suffering – and succumbing – to domestic violence on a weekly 

basis and about whom a deeper theology is required. The need for 

greater recognition of women was made clear as Debra highlighted 

the yearning of women to participate and lead on an equal footing 

with men.

As so distinctly put by Debra, the Catholic church is ready for a new 

paradigm. The calling to do things differently is strong – not by 

way of lecturing but by demonstrating, advocating and inspiring. 

Debra left those present with a lasting question in their minds, as 

so humbly put by Joan Chittister:

“What will you do here and now, in this world, in our time? Will 

you simply stand there looking on?”

An edited version of the presentation will be available in the 

upcoming conference book. This book will be launched in late 2020 

and will contain key materials from the conference, with each lecture, 

panel discussion, forum or workshop from Serving Our Communities 

with Courage and Compassion developed into a stand-alone chapter. 

There will be a number of launches throughout Australia. More 

information will be provided on the Catholic Social Services Victoria 

website and to conference participants when available. https://www.

css.org.au
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Speaking TRUTH TO POWER
2020 Mary MacKillop oration delivered by Ursula Stephens.

“Now is the time for each of us to ask ourselves – do I have Mary 

McKillop’s courage and conviction to speak truth to power? What 

does speaking truth to power really mean, and why does it matter?” 

Ursula Stephens, Chief Executive Officer of Catholic Social Services 

Australia posed these questions to around 180 guests last week at a 

national conference dinner for Catholic social services.

Ms Stephens delivered the Mary MacKillop Oration at the 2020 

national Catholic social services conference dinner – Serving 

Communities with Courage and Compassion, held in Melbourne from 

26-28 February. Titled ‘Mary MacKillop; the authenticity of speaking 

truth to power’, the oration provided much opportunity to reflect 

upon Mary MacKillop’s courage, faith and strength in serving both the 

oppressed, and the oppressors.  

“There is an ancient Greek word for someone who speaks truth to 

power —parrhesiastes. Mary McKillop provides an excellent example 

of a parrhesiastes,” stated Ms Stephens.

“Speaking truth to power is dangerous and usually has consequences 

for the speaker. Such danger didn’t stop Mary McKillop – throughout 

her life she recognised truth-telling as a duty. What can we learn from 

her courage and determination? How can we too have the courage to 

speak truth to power and accept the consequences?” 

“I would like to outline the lessons I think I’ve learnt from Mary 

McKillop. I was very privileged to be in Rome for her canonisation, and 

that grace-filled, wonderful experience of witnessing the ceremony, 

then meeting Pope Benedict and him thanking me personally for my 

faith was life changing.” 

As explained by Ms Stephens, the first lesson is to hold on to your 

faith. “Faith in God’s will and his love for us is what empowered Mary 

MacKillop. It gave her, as it can give us, the ability to lift our eyes above 

the drab landscape of what is, and imagine what could be. Her faith 

was constant at the beginning and the end of her life’s journey, as it 

should be for all of us.

“Faith inhabits her every step along the way – it enabled her, as it 

enables us to keep going, keep hoping, keep believing and keep 

trying. Faith matters because not only is it your sustenance in 

hard times – as we know for Mary MacKillop – but it is also your 

compass. Faith is the ability to perceive what can’t be seen – yet. 

“As organisations, if we were without faith - what would make us any 

different to any other organisation? Without the principles of Catholic 

Social Teaching underpinning our very existence, many of us might 

never do anything of consequence, because we’d lack any reason to 

dare the uncertainty that always comes when we seek change from 

the way things have always been.” 

The second lesson from Mary MacKillop’s life, explained Ms Stephens, 

is the “importance of choosing your own course”. “To walk the path of 

your own choosing, you must be certain, as Mary was, deep within 

yourself, that it’s the path you have truly chosen to walk. Along the 

way there will be many distractions, many voices trying to divert you, 

many fingers that point in accusation, trying to move you onto a 

different path. 

“Mary’s McKillop’s third lesson for us is to rise above the limitations 

of others. Her experience was of others constantly 

trying to place limitations on her. This is just as 

much an inevitability for us today – we operate in an 

environment where guidelines, standards, regulations, 

rules and practices abound – in public administration, 

in church practices, in society. We need to respect 

authority and trust in institutional arrangements, but 

not to be blind to the interests being served by them.”

Ms Stephens outlined the other lessons: “we must 

persist against opposition; we must speak up for 

justice; insist on integrity; and understand your own 

power and how to use it.”  She said, “Many of the 

rights and opportunities we take completely for 

granted were first championed by trailblazers like 

Mary MacKillop. Her example provides us with a sense 
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of urgency and commitment to do the same. So many of the issues 

resonate as strongly now as they did then.

“Speaking truth to power is about having a willingness to tell the 

truth no matter what. We know, don’t we, that telling the truth can 

make you very unpopular. Mary knew, however, that popularity is not 

the main thing: integrity is. It is Mary McKillop’s courage and strength, 

key themes of this conference, that brings us back to the concept of 

parrhesia.”

In closing, Ms Stephens challenged all in the room: “So now is the 

time for each of us to ask ourselves – do I have Mary MacKillop’s 

courage and conviction to speak truth to power? To persist 

and confront those who hold important positions, whether in 

government, business or religious institutions; to demand a moral 

response to a problem; to endure criticism of the institutional 

church and hold on to the truth that is our faith in action.”
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St. Vincent de Paul  
STILL FUNCTIONING

The North Ringwood Conference has suspended it’s weekly 

Monday evening meetings until advice is received it is safe to 

meet in a group.

Our sources of funds to provide assistance are being stretched. 

We receive no government financial assistance and rely on the 

following :-

Revenue from our Vinnies shop ( our main source )

Of the 110 Vinnies shops , half are closed and not receiving goods 

or undertaking collections of household furniture. Our Ringwood 

shop is opened, but through traffic is significantly down. Burnt 

Bridge shop is closed.

Vinnies $2.00 collection, which is conducted on the 1st weekend 

of the month at weekend Masses. No collections for last 2 months.

Vinnies Poor Box, situated at the back of the Church – same 

situation  due to Church being closed. 

We are still responding to calls for assistance in the form of food & 

Vinnies Gift Cards for clothing etc. In most cases we provide Coles 

Supermarket  Vouchers which are used to purchase food. We also 

have a small stock of perishable foods.

The number of calls for assistance has reduced mainly due to our 

clients, most being recipients of Centrelink benefits, are receiving 

an extra $550 per fortnight if they are on Newstart or Parenting 

Payments. On the flip side, we can expect new clients ,who have 

never used our services before, finding themselves out of work.

We have changed our usual practice of home visits ( Vinnies are 

the only charity that do home visits ). We will contact the client 

requesting assistance, ascertain their needs and advise we cannot 

enter the home and leave food or food vouchers with them at the 

front door, maintaining social distancing. In some cases, the social 

interaction is just as important to our clients who some of live a 

lonely life.

Our head office at Box Hill, where the call centre is situated, has 

closed and our staff working from home, some on reduced hours.

There is a box outside the Parish House door which non perishable 

food can be left.

Thank you Holy Spirit Parishioners for your ongoing support

Kevin O’Callaghan

President North Ringwood Conference

	
 
Please note: Our RINGWOOD practice HAS MOVED (just 50 m down the 
road)  As of 9th December 2019 our Footlab+ Ringwood will be at 36 
Wantirna Road Ringwood 3134. 
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The Circle of life - A small reflection on the 
celebrations of my award. MIKE BOWDEN
This week nothing to say about the gospel but this from the Second 
Reading.

7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient 
with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be 
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not 
be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example 
of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord.

Commentary
Rhett and I have just been to watch Ethan play under 18 footy this 
morning. It was pleasant sitting on the mound facing a breeze. Now home 
and the rain is torrenting down. Living in the Top End one is very aware of 
the seasons and the life that comes bundled up with the Wet  

It’s all a cycle or a circle which is the theme of the little Celebration 
Majella and I put together for the Graduation last week. It’s attached. 
Included also are some photos. I was honoured to carry the Mace, but 
just in case Majella was invited to accompany me. You know that I 
believe that Mystery is to be discovered in accompaniment!

A Celebration of The Big Circle
Everyone gathers in a circle

Majella: In a circle every member of the circle is a special person. 
There is a sense of security in this; safety, peace, calmness, serenity. 
Love is like a circle. The circle has no beginning and no end, the circle 
continues. 

This ceremony is designed to be a celebration of Dad’s developing 
consciousness. He calls it Altyerre (al-cher-ra) now, The Big Circle. 

This is also Mr Bowden’s final lesson plan. Always a teacher, he has 
drafted this script to bring you all into his circle. 

I will start things off, as mum and dad’s only daughter, with a poem 
that I wrote in Alice Springs a few weeks after we learned of dad’s 
illness. Dad and I had already been on an immense learning journey 
together. The Big Circle showed itself in the Land. 

The Burning Tree 
The side of the road is smouldering,

lines of fire devouring clump after clump of buffel grass, 
great expanses blackened and smoking, 

white ash billowing up in the wind

A breath of smoke,
just one puff, 

from the hollow branch of a River Red gum 
Branches laden with green leaves,

a strong thick white trunk.
More smoke begins to puff,

gushing,
billowing,

filling the valley
The coals glowing in the hollow begin to flame,

oxygen channelling up through the hollow,
flames bursting out of the branch above

A ferocious sound,
rushing,

crackling,
hissing

The flames eat away at the tree from within
The green leaves of the branches curl and wither 

The branches fall,

crashing to the ground
Sparks of blazing orange coals dancing in the air

Sorrow, fear, heartache
Beauty, reverence, God?

The smell of the fire burning,
familiar and comforting 

Nostalgic feelings of sitting at the campfire
The spectacle of this tree burning

The full power of the fire
transforming this stoic being into dust

Beauty, colour
So intense, so vivid

Smoke floats through the bush
the spirit of the tree

leaving its material form
still present

now in the landscape

It is not nothing 
It is no longer a tree

It is ashes
It is earth

It is air

I breath in 
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………..A Saint for Our Times...…... 
Our thoughts can turn in many directions when the stark 

realisation of global pandemic finally hits home probably at 

differing points of time for each of us.  This enemy is invisible and 

doesn’t negotiate. It is no respecter of who or what we might be.  

It is definitely a what not a who.  And I felt again the fear I felt 

when my brother was diagnosed with aids in the early 1990’s, 

when there was no answer.  When we had to care for him but 

frightened for our own lives at the same time.  

Where did my thoughts take me.  

To my primary school in Glen Iris where as a 4 year old in 1955 

we would make our way up the small back stairs to our prep 

room and there on the small landing half way up would be the 

stained glass image of a saint. The afternoon sunlight beautifully 

reflecting his image as he watched over us with a dog by his side.  

The saint who was to be invoked to deliver from scourges,  protect 

from contagion and become  patron of the plague stricken. 

Living in the thirteenth century he cared for people during the 

plague and according to lore was brought food by a dog from its 

master’s table when he retreated to a cave to die. Hence the saint 

always depicted with a dog.  

When my mother died I found the Litany dedicated to him 

amongst her prayers and although falling apart with age took it 

to Officeworks, had it laminated and have often drawn strength 

from praying for his intercession.  And so I simply share where I 

draw my hope from in these uncertain times as I recall that I was 

baptised under his care nearly seventy years ago.  

St. Roch, from contagious illness  Deliver Us.
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SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  without repeating any.Print sudoku

http://1sudoku.com

9 6 4 3 7
7

5 1
7 9 4 1
1 9 6 5 8 3 7

3 6 7 8
4 5

9
6 9 7 3 8

4 5
4 6

8 7 3 1
3 9 7

5 2 4 6 7
3 1 5

5 6 4 8
2 9

2 4
http://1sudoku.com http://1sudoku.comn° 227824 - Level Medium n° 35578 - Level Hard

2 7 6 1
7 5 2 8

9
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1

5 9 6 8
4 8 3 9

5 8 1
1 2 5 3

2 6
1 2

2 9 4 7 5 1
1 8

7 9
1 5 3 2

6 7 8
http://1sudoku.com http://1sudoku.comn° 225167 - Level Medium n° 325375 - Level Hard

9 6 8 1
7 9 5

1 4
1 7 8

3 6 1 9
2 8 5

3 4
6 9 8

9 8 5 6

7 2 6 8
8 7 3

4 2 5
5 1 7

6 9
5 1 3

3 6 9
2 3 4

6 9 7 2
http://1sudoku.com http://1sudoku.comn° 219181 - Level Medium n° 310188 - Level Hard

Play on your mobile these puzzles and find their solutions by flashing the codes below :
n° 227824 n° 35578 n° 225167 n° 325375 n° 219181 n° 310188

Page 1/1 - Check solutions, print more free sudoku and play online : http://1sudoku.com
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HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  CCoommmmuunniittyy  SScchhooooll  
www.hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

EENNRROOLL  NNOOWW  
PPRREEPP  22002211  

  
LLiimmiitteedd  ppllaacceess  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aaccrroossss  aallll  lleevveellss  

PPhh::  99887766  11110033  
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HHOOLLYY  SSPPIIRRIITT  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  SSCCHHOOOOLL  
  
  

PPRREEPP  EENNRROOLLMMEENNTTSS  FFOORR  22002211  
  AARREE  NNOOWW  BBEEIINNGG  AACCCCEEPPTTEEDD  

  
VViissiitt::--  

wwwwww..hhssrriinnggwwooooddnntthh..ccaatthhoolliicc..eedduu..aauu  
ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss..  

  
TTaakkee  aa  vviirrttuuaall  ttoouurr    

  
AApppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorrmmss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  oonnlliinnee  

  
EEmmaaiill  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss  ttoo  

eebbeegglleeyy@@hhssrriinnggwwooooddnntthh..ccaatthhoolliicc..eedduu..aauu  
PPoosstt  ttoo  

112200  OObbaann  RRooaadd  RRiinnggwwoooodd  NNoorrtthh  
OOrr  

DDrroopp  iinnttoo  ffrroonntt  lleetttteerrbbooxx  
WWee  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  mmeeeettiinngg  yyoouu.. 
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For a few weeks now I have heard people saying “ I just can’t wait 

for things to be back to normal.” I may have said that a few times 

myself.   

But as I’ve thought about our current situation I have realised 

how much I don’t want things to go back to exactly the way they 

were. 

 Here are a few of my reasons...  

 I hope that the next time a friend grabs me and pulls me in for a hug, 

I actually take the time to appreciate the gift of their presence and 

embrace. 

 I hope that when school resumes and you are dropping your kids off, 

you take the time to thank the staff for the amazing gift that they give 

to your family.  

I hope that the next time I’m sitting in a crowded restaurant I take 

the time to look around at the smiling faces, loud voices and be more 

appreciative of the gift of community.  

I hope that when I am at the supermarket that I take a moment to 

acknowledge the necessities of life and the amazing people who 

work so hard to keep us supplied.

 I hope that I never again take for granted the ability to hop in the car 

and visit a friend, go to the beach, a restaurant or a movie, etc.  So, 

truth is, I don’t want things to return to the way they once were. 

I hope and pray that we take the lessons and challenges of the past 

few weeks and create a new normal.  My goal is to appreciate more, 

love harder, and truly appreciate the daily abundance of blessings 

that were so easily overlooked just a few weeks ago. If someone tells 

you they love you, take it to heart!

9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 

asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, 

I am the light of the world.’ 6When he had said this, he spat on the 

ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 

man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which 

means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 

8The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar 

began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9Some 

were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like 

him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then 

how were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus 

made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and 

wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ 12They said 

to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 13 They brought to the 

Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then 

the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. 

He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 

see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he 

does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who 

is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said 

again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes 

he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 

his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 

How then does he now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We know that 

this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know 

how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 

Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22His parents said this 

because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 

that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out 

of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 

they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 

25He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 

know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What 

did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He answered them, 

‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 

hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they 

reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 

29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 

do not know where he comes from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he 

opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 

he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never 

since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 

of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do 

nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and 

are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, 

he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who 

is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You 

have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, ‘Lord, 

I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world 

for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who 

do see may become blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard 

A Few People are saying...

Final Reflection MIKE BOWDEN
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this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to 

them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 

“We see”, your sin remains. 

• Reflection

We all know that the gospels are made up of parables and extraordinary 

events. The parables focus on events in the lives of fictitious people. 

The Good Samaritan is not a real person. Indeed, the priest and the 

Levite who pass the stricken traveller are ‘types’ not people.

I think John’s gospel sometimes conflates parables and extraordinary 

events with Jesus as the main character. The wedding feast at Cana 

is perhaps one example. This account, the whole of chapter nine, is 

another, 

This miracle is extraordinary because the text itself explains no person 

“born blind” has ever had their sight restored. But like a parable it is 

a teaching tool. Instead of inventing some characters and creating a 

plot line, John has Jesus heal someone and then engage them in a 

huge lesson.

The reality here is that the audience is also “blind”. And the lesson is 

not that Jesus is a super healer but that Jesus offers “the light”, a new 

way of seeing! All this is veiled in traditional language and includes a 

reference to Moses, but remember Moses is a myth! For John Jesus is 

the Light of the World. Writing 80 years after the death of Jesus John 

is establishing not Jesus the man, but Jesus the, the stuff of myth, 

Son of the Father, or Jesus the Word. The little detail about spitting 

on the ground and making a paste is superb stage direction. This is a 

Christological passage establishing Jesus as “The Father and I are One! 

It is about the Cosmic Christ, Christ in the world from the beginning 

and how the power of the Cosmic Christ is to be found in the essence 

of the creation, the very earth of which the healing paste is made. 

So we ae called to understand Christ in the world today not healing 

people of blindness, the Fed Hollows Foundation does that very 

nicely, but as a challenge to us to see clearly and challenge powerfully 

all the injustice that blights our world and examine all our selfishness 

that inhibits us from be effective in the task. 

Saturday was my birthday. The previous Friday night was the worst 

night I have experienced under MND. I got one hour of sleep in the 

recliner and early Saturday I was a real wreck. It’s surely true that the 

harshest torture is to deny sleep. During the night I had asked the 

nurses for a sleeping tablet but they said the doctor hadn’t charted 

it so they could not help. The nurses were wonderful, gave me the 

nebuliser and pain killers and accompanied me but I know cos the 

told me they were upset that they could do no more. 

In the morning the nurses called the doctor, who is a truly lovely 

young fellow, and asked him to visit me and talk about sleeping 

drugs. He came and said there were drugs that would help me sleep 

but they had side effects. I said I wasn’t concerned about side effects I 

just wanted to sleep. By now Kane had arrived and we got down to tin 

tacks, The doctor said that it was possible that after taking the drug I 

could choke. I sucked that in. “You mean die?” I asked, “Yes,” he replied. 

The doctor explained I would sleep but, in that sleep it was possible 

that the natural reflex to expel the secretions that occupy my throat 

so persistently won’t work. 

Since it was my birthday all the kids had planned to come and see 

me. But now by 9.30 a.m. Kane organised a conference call, including 

Charlie in Melbourne, to discuss the implications of this information. 

I am in the hospice on respite but all of a sudden, I realised I’m here 

because I’m facing imminent death. And I was OK with this. I wasn’t 

choosing to die I was choosing to live. I knew about choking because 

the mother of Sean’s partner in their legal business had passed this 

way from MND. I told the doctor I understood the risk and that it was 

the only path to pursue. 

Soon kids turned up from everywhere. What a party!! Grandkids too, 

all a bit confused but beautifully loving. Nurses took the decision to 

change my room to the one opposite the nurses’ station so they could 

intervene if required. Charts were written, meds prepared. The nurses 

were cool and serious. We all got ready. The same beautiful nurse who 

bases her faith on Richard Rohr, held me and prayed for me. It took the 

rest of the morning for everyone to get here and reconcile themselves 

with an event we all knew was inevitable but was now possibly so 

close.

After midday still exhausted from no sleep the nurse asked if I wanted 

to try to get an afternoon sleep. I agreed. All of the boys went home 

leaving Jella to sit with me. The nurses came and crushed the tablet 

and pushed it into my peg. Jell and I sat for 15 minutes and I climbed 

into bed. Jell established a message group to keep them all advised of 

the time of my demise! I figured that this could be my last sleep and 

I was ready. I coughed as I normally do when trying to go to sleep. 

As the cough subsided, I smiled at Jell and quieted my breathing. I 

realised that so different from my futile efforts the previous night and 

morning I was going to sleep. I was very peaceful. Jella was relaxed – 

at least on the exterior. 

Two hours later I woke up – feeling so much better. It seems I missed 

the escalator! 

The kids came back in the later afternoon. We watched some footy. 

Life goes on. (But not for long – this afternoon the AFL season was 

cancelled. Where am I supposed to go now if I can’t die?) All our 

children said it was the best day they had experienced. We were all in 

a good place. It was my birthday, could have been my death day, but 

it was certainly the day I saw the light!

Death where is your sting? 
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Fred Chaney’s Keynote Speech – Looking Back 24 October 2019

My interest in reconciliation long predates the use of that term to 

describe our attempts to deal with the relationship between First 

Nations people and the rest of us as well as the dealing with the 

disastrous social economic and cultural impact of settlement on 

Indigenous Australians. One of the themes of this year is truth telling. 

It still may be that there are many truths yet to be told but most 

Australians now know the bare bones of the Indigenous history of 

dispossession dispersal and disadvantage. I want to touch on some of 

that history because so much of the present is the product of the past. 

Most of the unfinished business of reconciliation flows from history. 

The need for RAPs is a product of that history.

As a child in the nineteen forties and fifties I was educated about 

the courage and endurance of the explorers and the settlers who 

followed them. As a child born in the second World War I was aware 

of the stories of the bravery of our troops. Having lost a grandfather 

in WW 1 and having a father decorated for brave conduct in WW 2 

I was early conscious of the bravery of Australians at war, of our 

Empire connections and of my status then as a British subject. These 

parts of our past still matter to me. My commitment to Australia, its 

democracy, to equal citizenship, to fairness, to individual liberty and 

much else flow from what has gone before. They also flow from what 

I knew about my grandparents and saw in my parents.

I mention these things just to emphasise that the past matters and 

that what we know about it colours what we believe and what we 

do. It is impossible to understand the need for RAPs now without an 

understanding of where we have come from and how we got to 2019. 

We need more than a snapshot in time. We need to see the moving 

picture of what is happening, how we are getting from where we have 

been to where we are now and to where we need to be.

I first became conscious of the fact that my version of Australia and 

its history was partial and incomplete in 1956 when I was in year 11 

and stayed on a farm where I first an Aboriginal person. She was a 

domestic servant, well treated but in a subtle way I did not fully 

comprehend or understand, differently treated. It was a tiny opening 

of a door that swung open wider over the next few years.

Here is how I have described what I came to see and began to 

understand after that first meeting.

“My teenage memories of the position of the Aboriginal people in my 

state of Western Australia in the 1950s and 60s remain sharp. 

It is of them being:

• excluded from the normal benefits of being Australian.

• denied the vote and other civil liberties afforded generally 

to others confined to reserves living in humpies tin 

sheds and car bodies

• casually prostituted and abused denied education and 

employment

• treated with overt contempt beyond the racism still see 

today.”

The recent films about the treatment of the great AFL 

footballer and Australian of the Year, Adam Goodes, are 

painful reminders of the persistence of racism, much as we 

seem to hate having it drawn to our attention.

We were supposed to be decent and to believe in the 

equality of our fellow Australians. But for some strange 

reason our egalitarianism and mateship did not apply to 

Indigenous people

What I saw as a school student in the 1950s then as university 

student was the frequent denial of decent treatment and 

equality of citizenship for Indigenous people. I particularly 

mention the idea we are all equal, the equality of citizenship, 

because that important idea is part of why constitutional 

recognition is contentious to some of our fellow Australians 

yet it was also the principle that drove many of the positive 

changes in the legal position of Aboriginals.

This audience is likely to be very aware of the continuing 

2019 National RAP (RECONCILIATION 
ACTION PLAN) CONFERENCE

	



Holy Spirit Magazine JUNE 2020 27

disadvantage of Indigenous Australians. But as a reminder that change 

is possible Australia today is a much better place for Indigenous 

Australians than the Australia of my youth. Even a partial list of the 

changes is a reminder change is possible.

• Voting rights were legislated in 1962

• The overwhelming vote for the 1967 referendum which whatever 

its technical achievements was really about the nation agreeing 

to equal citizenship.

• The Commonwealth acceptance of the need to support 

Indigenous culture and connection to land and the need for 

special services in the 1972 (pre Whitlam) budget,

• The exposure of the unique Aboriginal connection to land in the 

Gove Land case in 1972 leading to the Woodward Enquiries and 

all Party support for Land Rights legislation in 1976,

• All party support for the Racial Discrimination Act in 1975,

• Implementation of Land Rights legislation in South Australia and 

New South Wales, more modestly in Queensland and Victoria 

during the 1980s.”

• All of these changes pre date the formal Reconciliation 

movement which began in 1990 as one of the responses to the 

Deaths in Custody Royal Commission. That Royal Commission 

was another wake up call.

• The 1990s were an important time of change.

• In 1991 the decade of Reconciliation commenced under the 

leadership of the CAR.

• In 1992 the High Court decision in Mabo (2) cemented in 

recognition of Indigenous collective rights. Attempts to abolish 

native title were rebuffed by the High Court.

• In 1993 the Native Title Act was passed and the often slow and 

arduous process of getting recognition commenced. It is worth 

noting that at first the mining industry, lead by Hugh Morgan 

of WMC violently campaigned against native title no doubt 

encouraged by the successful campaign against Land Rights 

in the 1980s. However the power of the Mabo decision that 

changed the native title holders from supplicants to stakeholders 

worked its magic.

• In 1995 Leon Davis, CEO of Rio Tinto, made a landmark speech 

promising to work with native title. That was the beginning of 

a revolution that started with the great mining companies and 

spread through Australia’s biggest commercial enterprises. 

Corporate Australia became a key recruiting ground for and an 

instrument of change.

I must declare an interest here. Our work with Indigenous students 

in State schools in the Graham (Polly) Farmer Foundation has been 

supported for ¼ century by RTIO and BHP.

So the 90’ were a productive period and the word reconciliation 

became the banner under which Australia tackled the relationships 

between Indigenous and non Indigenous Australians and Indigenous 

disadvantage. Many corporations 

and institutions published 

statements of reconciliation 

and many individuals became 

involved in the movement and 

remain involved today.

But while many Indigenous 

people applauded the sentiments they asked the critical question, 

“but when will things be different?” Even on the joyous and celebratory 

days of the bridge walks in 2000 I heard that question asked in the 

midst of the celebrating.

That is one of the critical questions that underly the idea of RAPs. 

How do you go from good words into good actions? Another critical 

point is that we can’t expect reconciliation to come from top down 

government interventions important as governments are to closing 

the gaps and moulding community views.

Let me say something about the second point, what governments 

can do and what they can’t do.

Governments are vital to reconciliation. What they and only they can 

do is the ensure that Indigenous Australians have the full menu of 

civil and political rights and liberties. Only they and their parliaments 

can legislate about racial discrimination, voting rights and so on. 

They control and resource schools, hospitals, public amenities, courts, 

prisons, transfer payments to the old the sick the unemployed and 

the disabled. All of these functions impinge on the circumstances 

of Indigenous as well as non Indigenous Australians. We will never 

close the gaps if governments don’t service Indigenous as well as non 

Indigenous people.

But governments of necessity do most of these things impersonally, 

blind to individual circumstances and without love. Health education 

and employment require more than an allocation of resources. They 

require a supportive environment, they all require nurture and I would 

say love. Governments don’t do nurture and love. They at best treat 

citizens equally which precludes responding to individual difference.

It is the non government sector and the community that can bring 

a non bureaucratic care driven approach. It is remarkable what 

some RAP bodies have shown can be done. Companies like BHP, Rio, 

Wesfarmers including Coles, have achieved remarkable employment 

growth in relatively short order. They achieve employment and 

procurement growth by making it happen by whatever it takes. Some 

of this has happened without the support of a RAP, usually driven by 

committed CEOs or other senior personnel. But RAPs are a means of 

keeping efforts on track and improving.

Corporations are used to setting end targets and then marshalling 

the whole range of resources needed to meet their targets. They 

are used to managing complexity and cutting across internal silos. 

Public servants are not authorised to respond to subjectivity. Their 

accountabilities to parliaments, to auditors and to anti corruption 

bodies are necessarily rules based. You cannot wholly remove the 

bureaucratic silos that inhibit whole of government approaches

So we need whole of community responses to achieve reconciliation. 
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Governments have their essential roles as do all of us in the non 

government sectors and all of us as individuals.

RAPs are as essential to non Government organisations as policies on 

human resources, safety, quality, and environmental management. If, 

you really want to play your part consistently and well you write down 

what you are trying to do and how you are going to go about it.

This audience does not need educating on the ascending levels of 

RAPs, on the explosive growth in their adoption, on the increasing 

public role RAP organisations are playing in supporting Indigenous 

aspirations including the triple demands of the Uluru Statement 

from the Heart. A constitutionally enshrined Voice to Parliament, a 

Makarrata Commission and truth telling. It does not need education on 

importance of the growth of procurement from Indigenous business, 

on the need to settle the relationships. It does not need educating on 

the relevance of respectful relationships to achieving change. What I 

hope this audience can do is to cement in the commitments so many 

elements of the Australian community have made, continue to grow 

those commitments, and maintain a commitment to continuous 

improvement explicit in the ladder of RAP categories.

When I was young it seemed almost every hand was turned against 

Indigenous wellbeing, the enemies were everywhere. Now RAPs tell 

us the allies are everywhere. Part of our role as non-Indigenous is to 

get the message out to our Indigenous fellow Australians that they 

have a lot of allies who have ears as well as voices and that they can 

count on us to walk with them.

ROBINSON

Rev Fr Peter OAM

13/1/1933 - 14/3/2020

Dearly beloved son of Arthur and Emmie (both dec.). Loved 

brother of Carmel (dec.) and brother-in-law of Jack Myers 

(dec.) and fond uncle to their children and grandchildren; John 

(dec.) and brother-in-law Joan and fond uncle to their children 

and grandchildren; Kathie (dec.); and Clare (Sister Clare of the 

Daughters of Charity, Marsfield NSW). Dearly respected nephew 

and cousin to the Newtons, Nolans and Carolans.

A much loved and respected Priest; equally loved by the extended 

families.

The funeral celebrations of Fr Peter’s life have been postponed 

until further notice.

Some of the science around Coronavirus COVID-19, (that humans 

are affected by their environment and particularly by the 

behaviour of others) is, in a sense, a reminder of how Peter lived. 

Through his actions we learnt that individuals, communities no 

matter how big or small, can be affected by the good of others: 

we know it, we feel it, we all felt it with Peter - his voice, his 

handshake, his body language, his sign language, his look and 

concern only for you as a beautiful human being. Anyone who 

came into contact with Peter in some way had to be affected. 

During his 87 years he had mastered the art of what someone 

has described as the moment when our thanks-giving becomes 

our thanks-living.

Gratitude and joy defined his mission in this life to eternity. At 

a future date, when circumstances permit, we will arrange the 

fitting memorial service we know Peter would like us to all enjoy.

In the meanwhile there will be a private burial.

Rev Fr Peter Robinson OAM

12 JUNE 2016

~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne
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When Helen Konynenburg asked Barry and myself to put together a 

few words about our good mate Robbo, she did so knowing whatever 

we came up with would provide a few laughs for Spirit Magazine 

readers. Even perhaps, a little insight into the man, who became 

probably one of Australia’s worst Punters. And may we add, God love 

him, he did it with so much style, warmth, personality and hardly a 

farthing to bless himself. 

Most school holidays Father Mogg, Robbo and I took off for a few days 

R&R. Call it a boys trip if you like, we had a common interest in horse 

racing, blackjack and roulette and we had an incredible lot of fun.

Robbo’s genuine love of people knew no boundaries, he had an 

infectious personality as well as a huge heart and mixed with both 

rich and poor treating everyone equally. From the high roller tables 

on the Gold Coast, to the world famous Monaco Casino, Robbo was 

well liked, well traveled, and totally convinced lady luck would strike 

the very next hand. And when lady luck did happen to smile there was 

no stopping him. He was fearless. 

One particular evening at Wrest Point casino, during conversation 

while the cards were being shuffled I commented on how smartly 

dressed Robbo was and what a lovely evening jacket he was wearing.  

To the day I die I will never forget Robbo’s reply. “ Thank you Geoffrey... 

yes it is lovely isn’t it, and would you believe I fished this jacket out of 

the Vinnies bag”. 

Needless to say the whole table roared with laughter... and that was 

our Robbo.

The Annual Pilgrimage to to Warrnambool

Many of us would have fond memories of those yearly pilgrimages to 

the Warrnambool races, followed by the train trip home. Robbo was 

always in the thick of things, either playing cards or organizing raffles 

along the way.  He was a great ideas man, and would often say “with 

my brains and your money we could go along way.”

Robbo will be sadly missed, for many reasons, not the least being his 

wonderful sense of humour. He loved the punt, the thrill of the chase, 

Loved “playing with theirs” on the rare occasions he was in front.! 

Our last adventure away took us to the Launceston Country Club 

Casino, and it was adventurous alright.  We went on the Spirit Of 

Tasmania and it was a fairly rough crossing.  That said, we threw 

caution to the wind and had a lovely meal in the restaurant and a 

couple of glasses of wine...,hmm maybe even three! 

This meant getting Kev and Robbo back to their rooms a tad difficult.  

They were both on walking sticks and old Robbo absolutely hilarious. 

With the assistance of Geoff we somehow made it, as there was no 

way they could have made it by themselves.

Had Robbo chosen a career in business he would have been a huge 

success. Instead he chose the path of helping others which I guess 

could be counted in the thousands over his lifetime. Robbo faced 

many challenges on the health front for quite some time, yet never 

complained. He was truly one of the larger than life characters with 

whom I have enjoyed sharing the journey of life.

 A collection of many happy memories from Barry Wheatley & Geoff Salter

My first meeting with ‘Robbo’ was at St.Francis School Fete in East 

Ringwood, where he needed assistance setting up a stall to raise 

funds, guess what it was, it was a “horse racing” table on which you 

placed bets. –( not surprised!)

Our dinners at home together with his old mate Fr. Kevin Mogg were 

always looked forward to, as we had so many  laughs together  and 

many great stories were told.

Went to a dinner one evening where he was guest speaker of the night. 

He spoke of his life both before and after entering the priesthood, 

very interesting.

His acceptance and great understanding of human nature was second 

to none.

He worked extensively with the deaf, and was outstanding with what 

he achieved.

It was extremely sad when he gave up his unit at the monastery and 

went into care, but he realized his health was deteriorating. We went 

to visit him at Justin villa often. He had not lost his sense of humour 

and great outlook on life.

To the chagrin of the nuns there was many a taxi called to Justin villa 

to  take  both Fr. Robbo and Fr. Kev to the tab, they enjoyed these 

times together.

He was very generous with his time for other people.  He was loved 

and so respected by everyone who knew him.

A great man----------- he was one of his best.

He will be sadly missed by all.

Gerald and Pauline Fahey.

The Annual Pilgrimage to 
WARRNAMBOOL

Father Peter Robinson (ROBBO)
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A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts
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FR. PETER ROBINSON, a wonderful Priest, a deeply spiritual man, a 

man with a great sense of humor, a man who was welcomer to all, a 

man who was a loyal friend.  FR. PETER ROBINSON. A great man.

A few personal thoughts and feelings shared by Tina Toomey, 

former Parish Secretary/ Pastoral Worker at Holy Spirit Parish, North 

Ringwood.

I first got to know Fr. Robbo when I was Parish Secretary in the days 

that Fr. Kevin Mogg was Parish Priest of Holy Spirit Parish. 

My first introduction to Fr. Peter was when weekly Priests’ luncheons 

were held at Holy Spirit Parish House.  Mary Bresnan was the parish 

hostess at the time.

Fr. Peter was PP at St. Francis de Sales, East Ringwood. When I met him 

we instantly clicked and we had a great rapport.  I was attracted to Fr. 

Robbo’s honestly and “down to earth-ness” and his wonderful sense 

of humor. He was always trying to find new ways of bringing people 

together and sharing his ideas with us at Holy Spirit so that we could 

follow many of the successful programs he’d begun at his parish.

Fr. Robbo had a magical way of getting people together.  He was a 

realist and knew the pressures that the parents of young families were 

under and he made gatherings attractive for them by making them 

“user friendly” - offering babysitting and realistic times for inviting 

parishioners to gather and get to know each other.  In each parish 

he belonged in, he did the same. I am sure the parishioners of those 

parishes would agree.

Friday night dinners, afternoon teas, gatherings after masses were 

always very important to Fr. Robbo, he just loved seeing people 

getting together with each other.  I am sure there are many other 

occasions he organised that I don’t know about.  It was his main focus 

– to bring people together.

I remember vividly one of those wonderful outings he organised 

for many people from a few parishes all joining together to see 

Riverdance, a wonderful show, consisting mainly of traditional Irish 

music and dance held in Melbourne City.  

We had a bus load from Holy Spirit, at least 50 people, maybe more 

and we all met at the Theatre in Melbourne and enjoyed the matinee 

session. It was sensational! Everyone loved it. 

Some people had never done this before in their lives and Fr. Robbo 

had opened this up to them…  It didn’t finish then – as amazing Fr. 

Peter Robinson had booked out an Italian Restaurant in Carlton for us 

all to dine in afterwards.  

It was a fabulous day; I know that every person who went would agree 

with me.  He was so good at doing things in a big way that Fr. Robbo!

I often think of that day with great fondness and gratefulness – it 

brought many people from all walks of life together as one.  

Fr. Peter also hosted overseas tours with large groups of people, he 

just loved seeing people enjoy the fruits of each other, the world and 

of life.

Another great outreach action of Fr Peter’s was the annual pilgrimage 

to the Warrnambool Races.  A group of keen punters from St. Francis 

de Sales, Holy Spirit, St. Edmunds, Sacred Heart, Our Lady’s, St. 

Macartans and St. Martin of Tours have all been a part of this magical 

day – the first Thursday in May.  We missed out this year because of 

Covid19, but we will make up for it next year in honor of this most 

beautiful man, Fr. Peter Robinson.   

Thank you Robbo for what you did to help humankind.  The love, care 

and commitment that you gave to the hearing impaired changed 

lives.

 On behalf of all of the people whose lives that you touched that never 

got to say it….THANK YOU and God bless you.

I will miss you dear friend, but I count my blessings that I had you in 

my life and that I was able to say goodbye to you. I know where you 

are, and I pray that I can one day, be with you again.  Peace, Love and 

Thanks, Fr. Robbo.

Tina Toomey.

 

Fr. Peter Robinson A GREAT MAN
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On behalf of Fr Peter’s sister Clare, the surviving member of his 

immediate family, it is timely to express our sincere thanks: thank 

you to everyone for your prayers and condolences. In our time of 

sorrow your reaching out is a beautiful gesture in itself: and it is 

also a perfect reminder of my cousin Peter’s life. Some time ago I 

am sure he embraced a certain ‘spirituality of beauty’: and it was 

such a privilege to be with him for some days in his ‘final act’ at 

Box Hill hospital. Here I witnessed him repeat to all who cared for 

him, ‘you’re b e a u t i f u l’. In his final hours when words became 

impossible he simply resorted to sign language. 

The significance of Peter’s final words, and how he conveyed them, 

has not been missed on family members. There is some history 

to all this. We had a deaf uncle and in the 1930-40’s Peter’s family 

were involved in helping the hearing-impaired community in the 

Malvern area. As a young boy he would have been able to learn 

a bit of sign language from his Uncle Jack. Then decades later he 

certainly built on this when he became Chaplain to the Deaf. 

This was an amazing period of Peter’s priestly life. His achievements 

in bringing the deaf and the hearing together was one of the 

reasons for his award as Member of the Order of Australia. It is a 

sad truth that around this time in Melbourne there were ‘asylums’ 

for deaf people. Peter quickly discovered that part of his mission 

must be to help release people from such a gross indignity as being 

classed ‘insane’. One of the significant events he organised during 

this period, in working with Catholic deaf people in Victoria (and 

Australia), was a most memorable weekend in Canberra. “Fr Robbo” 

was the driving force behind a three day seminar at the National 

University in Canberra. It was attended by priests, religious sisters 

and brothers, deaf people and parents of deaf children. From this 

initiative in 1978 far-reaching developments followed with the 

setting up of centres for deaf people in each state and a committee 

to work with and for deaf people. A national committee was also 

set up and known as CADHIPA, Catholic Association for Deaf and 

Hearing Impaired People of Australia. According to Peter this was 

the moment “when the deaf were given the opportunity to be 

their own masters”: “until then it was the hearing telling the deaf 

what they wanted, what they needed; but suddenly this changed”, 

Peter recalled.

Eventually Peter’s work culminated with the opening of the John 

Pierce Centre (1980) which to this day assists the deaf community 

in Victoria: based in Ripponlea it offers a wide range of services to 

all deaf people and includes family support programs, counselling 

and adult education.  

Indeed, Robbo gave the deaf a voice. 

But his entire life gave voice to much more. His vision of the 

church embraced everyone, those on the margins and all those 

he welcomed to any of his numerous audacious adventures. Such 

occasions were always designed as ‘people events’. He continually 

saw opportunities to grow community and he consistently related 

his religious beliefs with action for others.

Val Noone, a friend of Robbo’s from his seminary days, has captured 

Peter’s “crowded life” by describing him as an “endangered 

species…a shrewd, down-to-earth and egalitarian Australian 

Catholic priest. 

• Shrewd, because he knew how to take things forward when 

the system was against him. 

• Down-to-earth, because he related his Christianity to practical 

actions. 

• Egalitarian, because he knew Jack is as good as his master. 

• Australian, because he loved this land, its peoples and its 

ways. 

• And a Catholic priest, because he stuck at it in good times and 

bad

• Christian, because he put Jesus and his teachings ahead of 

rules and regulations.” 

While we await a convenient time for a fitting and public farewell 

we may join Val with his concluding words, spoken at the end of a 

eulogy at Fr Peter’s private funeral in March:

“Jesus Christ lit the flame, which Peter learned about from his 

parents, family, teachers and the YCW; the Second Vatican Council 

rekindled that flame. Robbo deserves the title, a keeper of the 

flame.”

Thank you to Peter Carolan for sharing this well deserved tribute.

Robbo gave the deaf a VOICE
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At the risk of repeating what others might have said Peter ( Robbie ) 

was a member and subsequently President of the Malvern YCW which 

led to him becoming a member of the National Executive of the YCW.

His calling to the Priesthood commenced with attending St Bedes 

College Mentone to study Latin , which he did with great perserverence 

, which took him Corpus Christi Seminary at Werribee. 

His ministry as a Priest saw him serve at St Patrick’s Cathedral , and 

then the Clayton Parish with Fr Kevin Toomey a well known National  

Chaplain of the Clayton YCW . Fr Peter also was Parish Priest of 

MacLeod , Chaplain to the Hearing Impaired and Parish Priest of East 

Ringwood where I was a parishioner. 

Fr Peter was highly respected and popular with everyone . He had 

an entrepreneurial side and because of his persuasive personality 

received strong support from his parishioners. 

I remember his leadership in the Parish of St Francis de Salles at East 

Ringwood in organising the Parish to invite and fund 30 teenage girls 

from a school in Bandung , Indonesia to visit East Ringwood for a 

week of cultural exchange where hosts and visitors had a wonderfull 

experience.

I also remember a wonderfull gesture from Fr Peter by hosting all 

students of the Parish who  passed their HSC / VCE to dinner at his 

favourite restaurant Dimatinnas  .

Fr Peter was a Tiger supporter and was certainly very pleased with 

their performance over the last few years.

Fr Peter was also very interested in the horse racing industry and its 

only a rumour that he read the racing form guide before his office 

prayers. 

Leon Daphne

Lockdowns, second waves and burn outs. Spanish flu’s clues about 

how coronavirus might play out in Australia

In a remarkable coincidence, the first media reports about Spanish flu 

and COVID-19 in Australia both occurred on January 25 – exactly 101 

years apart.

This is not the only similarity between the two pandemics.

Although history does not repeat, it rhymes. The story of how 

Australia - and particular the NSW government - handled Spanish 

flu in 1919 provides some clues about how COVID-19 might play out 

here in 2020.

Spanish flu arrives

Australia’s first case of Spanish flu was likely admitted to hospital in 

Melbourne on January 9 1919, though it was not diagnosed as such 

at the time. Ten days later, there were 50 to 100 cases.

Commonwealth and Victorian health authorities initially believed the 

outbreak was a local variety of influenza prevalent in late 1918.

Consequently, Victoria delayed until January 28 notifying the 

Commonwealth, as required by a 1918 federal-state agreement 

designed to coordinate state responses.

Meanwhile, travellers from Melbourne had carried the disease to 

NSW. On January 25, Sydney’s newspapers reported that a returned 

soldier from Melbourne was in hospital at Randwick with suspected 

pneumonic influenza.

Shutdown circa 1919: libraries, theatres, churches close

Acting quickly, in late January, the NSW government ordered 

“everyone shall wear a mask,” while all libraries, schools, churches, 

theatres, public halls, and places of indoor public entertainment in 

metropolitan Sydney were told to close.

It also imposed restrictions on travel from Victoria in breach of the 

federal-state agreement.

Thereafter, each state went its own way and the Commonwealth, with 

few powers and little money compared with today, effectively left 

them to it.

Generally, the restrictions were received with little demur. But 

inconsistencies led to complaints, especially from churches and the 

owners of theatres and racecourses.

People were allowed to ride in crowded public transport to thronged 

beaches. But masked churchgoers, observing physical distancing, 

were forbidden to assemble outside for worship.

Later, crowds of spectators would be permitted to watch football 

matches while racecourses were closed.

Spanish flu subsides

Nevertheless, NSW’s prompt and thorough application of restrictions 

initially proved successful.

During February, Sydney’s hospital admissions were only 139, while 

total deaths across the state were 15. By contrast, Victoria, which 

had taken three weeks before introducing more limited restrictions, 

recorded 489 deaths.

Fr. Peter Robinson (ROBBO)

Lockdowns, second waves and burnouts.  
SPANISH FLU’S CLUES ABOUT HOW 
CORONAVIRUS MIGHT PLAY OUT IN AUSTRALIA
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At the end of February, NSW lifted most restrictions.

Even so, the state government did not escape a political attack. The 

Labor opposition accused it of overreacting and imposing unnecessary 

economic and social burdens on people. It was particularly critical 

that the order requiring mask-wearing was not limited to confined 

spaces, such as public transport.

There was also debate about the usefulness of closing schools, 

especially in the metropolitan area.

But then it returns

In mid-March, new cases began to rise. Chastened by the criticism of 

its earlier measures, the government delayed reimposing restrictions 

until early April, allowing the virus to take hold.

This led The Catholic Press to declare

“the Ministry fiddled for popularity while the country was threatened 

with this terrible pestilence.”

Sydney’s hospital capacity was exceeded and the state’s death toll for 

April totalled 1,395. Then the numbers began falling again. After ten 

weeks the epidemic seemed to have run its course, but as May turned 

to June, new cases appeared.

The resurgence came with a virulence surpassing the worst days of 

April. This time, notwithstanding a mounting death toll, the NSW 

cabinet decided against reinstating restrictions, but urged people to 

impose their own restraints.

The government goes for “burn out”

After two unsuccessful attempts to defeat the epidemic - at great 

social and economic cost - the government decided to let it take its 

course.

It hoped the public by now realised the gravity of the danger and that 

it should be sufficient to warn them to avoid the chances of infection. 

The Sydney Morning Herald concurred, declaring

there is a stage at which governmental responsibility for the public 

health ends.

The second wave’s peak arrived in the first week of July, with 850 

deaths across NSW and 2,400 for the month. Sydney’s hospital 

capacity again was exceeded. Then, as in April, the numbers began to 

decline. In August the epidemic was officially declared over.

Cases continued intermittently for months, but by October, admissions 

and deaths were in single figures. Like its predecessor, the second wave 

lasted ten weeks. But this time the epidemic did not return.

More than 12,000 Australians had died.

While Victoria had suffered badly early on compared to NSW, in the 

end, NSW had more deaths than Victoria - about 6,000 compared to 

3,500. The NSW government’s decision not to restore restrictions saw 

the epidemic “burn out”, but at a terrible cost in lives.

That decision did not cause a ripple of objection. At the NSW state 

elections in March 1920, Spanish flu was not even a campaign issue.

The lessons of 1919

In many ways we have learned the lessons of 1919.

We have better federal-state coordination, sophisticated testing and 

contact tracing, staged lifting of restrictions and improved knowledge 

of virology.

But in other ways we have not learned the lessons.

Despite our increased medical knowledge, we are struggling to find 

a vaccine and effective treatments. And we are debating the same 

issues - to mask or not, to close schools or not.

Meanwhile, inconsistencies and mixed messaging undermine 

confidence that restrictions are necessary.

Yet, we are still to face the most difficult question of all.

The Spanish flu demonstrated that a suppression strategy requires 

rounds of restrictions and relaxations. And that these involve 

significant social and economic costs.

With the federal and state governments’ current suppression 

strategies we are already seeing signs of social and economic stress, 

and this is just round one.

Would Australians today tolerate a “burn out”?

The Spanish flu experience also showed that a “burn out” strategy is 

costly in lives – nowadays it would be measured in tens of thousands. 

Would Australians today abide such an outcome as people did in 1919?

It is not as if Australians back then were more trusting of their political 

leaders than we are today. In fact, in the wake of the wartime split in 

the Labor Party and shifting political allegiances, respect for political 

leaders was at a low ebb in Australia.

A more likely explanation is that people then were prepared to 

tolerate a death toll that Australians today would find unacceptable. 

People in 1919 were much more familiar with death from infectious 

diseases.

Also, they had just emerged from a world war in which 60,000 

Australians had died. These days the death of a single soldier in 

combat prompts national mourning.

Yet, in the absence of an effective vaccine, governments may end up 

facing a “Sophie’s Choice”: is the community willing and able to sustain 

repeated and costly disruptions in order to defeat this epidemic or, as 

the NSW cabinet decided in 1919, is it better to let it run its course 

notwithstanding the cost in lives? 

Republished from The Conversation May 22, 2020. 

Author  Jeff Kildea  Adjunct Professor Irish Studies, UNSW

 Jeff Kildea does not work for, consult, own shares in or receive 

funding from any company or organisation that would benefit from 

this article, and has disclosed no relevant affiliations beyond their 

academic appointment.

https://theconversation.com/ 
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Well, you learn something every day – it seems our very own Pauline 

Fahey regularly bakes cupcakes for the Officers in blue at the 

Ringwood Police Station.

Started as a ‘Thank you’ for their assistance a couple of years ago, with 

the latest being presented as a ‘Thank You’ for the work they are doing 

during the Covid19 crisis and as an acknowledgment of the tragic loss 

of their four fellow officers recently.

Well done Pauline, from the looks on the faces of these officers I’d say 

your cupcakes are very well received.

Pauline Faheys’ Cupcakes for 
RINGWOOD POLICE OFFICERS
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Plenary Council president Archbishop Timothy 

Costelloe SDB has written to more than 250 other 

Catholics across the country, calling them as delegates 

for the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia.

“At a time in our Church’s history we’ve not seen before, with the 

suspension of Masses across the country and around the world, the 

announcement of our Plenary Council delegates is a source of great joy 

for the People of God in Australia,” Archbishop Costelloe said.

Canon law outlines those who must be called as delegates to a plenary 

council, including bishops, vicars general, episcopal vicars, heads 

of seminaries and theological institutions, and leaders of religious 

congregations. That added up to 180 delegates.

Canon law also allows for delegates who may be called as representatives 

– the total of which can’t exceed half of the total of those who must be 

called.

The number of delegates from each local church – a diocese, eparchy, 

ordinariate or personal prelature – ranged from one to four depending 

on the local Catholic population. In all, 78 people have so far been 

confirmed, with additional representation to be named from national 

organisations representing education, social services, health and aged 

care, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholics.

“Bishops across the country worked locally with leaders in their diocese 

to design a process to consider names of people who were nominated 

or applied to be delegates for the Plenary Council assemblies,” 

Archbishop Costelloe said.

“We were grateful for and impressed with the faith and the calibre of 

the people who were nominated. We could quite easily have filled 

several quotas with the names that were put forward.”

Archbishop Costelloe said bishops were mindful of the large number of 

clerics who must be called by virtue of their role. There were also many 

males who will represent religious orders.

“It was therefore important to prioritise lay people – and especially lay 

women – in the list of those local delegates who were chosen,” he said.

“It was also obvious that while not universal, the age of those who must 

be called was quite high. We are pleased that we were able to lower 

the average age, lift the proportion of lay people and the proportion of 

women in the overall delegate list.

“Plenary councils have often been the domain of bishops and priests 

and while canon law still ensures they are the major presence in the 

Fifth Plenary Council of Australia, the lay and female representation far 

surpasses anything seen before.”

Among the list of delegates who may be called already selected, 64 per 

cent are women and the average age of those delegates is 48 – with the 

youngest just 19 years old.

“The Church is a melting pot of ages and cultures and is enriched by 

the wisdom and insights of the ordained, of consecrated women and 

men, and of lay women and men,” said Lana Turvey-Collins, the Plenary 

Council facilitator.

“The Plenary Council’s two assemblies promise to be a true celebration 

of the Catholic Church in Australia, both in its diversity and its unity.”

Ms Turvey-Collins said the Plenary Council steering committee is 

considering how the COVID-19 pandemic might affect the first Council 

assembly, scheduled for Adelaide this October.

“We are watching advice from the Commonwealth and South Australian 

Governments and the relevant health officials closely,” she said.

“We will continue to monitor the situation and make decisions about 

the first assembly when advice relevant to October 2020 is clearer.”

Ms Turvey-Collins said the preparation of delegates, including their 

formation as people ready to listen to the Holy Spirit, will be the next 

focus, and will be delivered with the assistance of digital technology.

Archbishop Costelloe concluded: “We ask Catholics across the country, 

and in the local churches, to pray for the ongoing discernment of the 

Plenary Council and particularly for the delegates who will play a critical 

role in helping decide the way forward for the Church in Australia.”

Access the list of Plenary Council delegates at www.plenarycouncil.

catholic.org.au

WHAT ARE THE NATIONAL THEMES FOR DISCERNMENT? 

After the analysis was carried out on the submissions sent in from 

the Listening and Dialogue stage of the Plenary Council journey, the 

National Centre for Pastoral Research conducted qualitative analysis 

on these submissions to group them into categories that had similar 

aspects. After reflection and prayer, the six “National Themes for 

Discernment” emerged.

In looking at the National Themes for Discernment, for the next stage of 

the Plenary Council journey we are asking all Australians to communally 

discern how God is calling us to be a Christ-centred Church that is:

• Missionary and evangelising

• Inclusive, participatory and synodal

• Prayerful and Eucharistic

• Humble, healing and merciful

• A joyful, hope-filled and servant community

• Open to conversion, renewal and reform

People are encouraged to continue to consider, reflect on and discuss 

those themes from a local and national perspective as we move towards 

the Plenary Council assemblies.
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Kenzie Mae Fraser Born 6/4/2020 to Jason & 

Kristy Fraser. 

Nanna Anne-Maree Fraser still on cloud nine.

Welcome to the WORLD

It’s a strange thing to say, but the pandemic has probably impacted 

me less due to the recent worsening of my own health issues! 

Just before the COVID19 pandemic erupted in February/March, I 

was undergoing tests to confirm the recurrence of my breast cancer, 

just 18 months after my first diagnosis. I was then commenced on 

medication that impacted my immunity… so into a sort of protective 

semi-isolation I went.

Enter Coronavirus. And suddenly the whole world has joined me, 

which in some ways, feels almost comforting in its solidarity with me! 

I do admit, I watched in abject horror at the unfolding disaster in Italy 

and Spain, where cruel and inhuman decisions were forced upon the 

hapless front line medical teams, denying treatment to those – like 

me – with pre-existing illnesses. I went through a few weeks of high 

anxiety as our own pandemic wave started to ramp up in Australia. 

The fear and uncertainty was palpable. But one thing was certain, I 

knew that if I caught this virus, I would die. THAT seemed to me like 

the ultimate example of being cruelly short-changed - when you only 

have a shortened life to look forward to anyway… I certainly didn’t 

want to bow out to Coronavirus!!

So the weeks rolled on and we flattened the curve, and a couple of 

things happened. 

Firstly, we yet again missed out on singing “Pie Jesu” on Good Friday. 

Last year I was sick in hospital, so this year was meant to be the big 

comeback after more than 20 years of unbroken service! Ah well, third 

time lucky next year? 

And secondly, I have been surprised and delighted to see, on both 

sides of our political fence, our leaders step up to the plate and work 

together to develop and implement plans that have kept us safe and 

made Australia the poster child for pandemic response.

But one of the biggest impacts on me has been the loss of our planned 

5-week trip to England, Wales and Scotland that we were to have taken 

on 30th May. This seems particularly cruel, as I am not sure if and when 

it’s safe again to travel, whether I will be well enough to do it. You see, 

my medication to treat the recurrence has upset my liver, and so I am 

currently now into my seventh week without treatment. Meanwhile 

cancer is having its wicked way with my body!! But hopefully in the 

month ahead I will be able to take an alternative treatment. So the big 

irony is that because I am not stable on treatment, I probably would 

right now have been cancelling my trip anyway, and sooking over that 

a great deal! So thank you COVID19 for cancelling EVERYONE’s trip, so I 

don’t feel so bad!

I have also found a lot of positives in the isolation. Not being able to 

see my two beautiful granddaughters for months was not one of 

them, but I have found the time and headspace to begin writing my 

blog of my experiences with breast cancer, and now, with facing an 

incurable ultimately terminal disease. If you’d like to read it, go to www.

notapatientperson.com . I have also been baking a lot more, and doing 

lots of therapeutic colouring in, which I find very soothing.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the amazing members 

of our Parish who have sustained and supported me throughout my 

cancer journey. For all your kindnesses, your thoughts and prayers, 

your phone calls, cards and messages, and your practical assistance, I 

am completely humbled and eternally grateful. One thing is for sure, 

COVID19 has no power over love.

By Deb Neilsen

How has the COVID-19 isolation  
IMPACTED ME? 
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Our communities have indeed been 
in strange times, and we all struggled 
first to come to terms with the shock 
of a pandemic, and the subsequent“ 
Lockdown” that followed.

April 22 we heard the news of the 
deaths, whilst on duty, of four serving 
officers of the Victorian Police Force, 
and once again we all felt shock and 
pain for their families and fellow 
officers.

Three days later, we had ANZAC 
Day.  A significant day of ritual in our 
culture; but not this year.  No dawn 
services.  No marches. No gatherings 
with family.

But like nature  itself our communities 
are resilient. 

Walking the near empty streets, here 
were the signs of that resilience and 
solidarity, and we give thanks that 
people care. 

Walking during COVID-19 

Alpha 1+1

It has been quite a challenge to move the Alpha course online. After 

several Wednesday evenings we seem to have overcome most of the 

technical difficulties.

The first week (15th April)  we simply joined a Zoom meeting to catch 

up, as we had to stop our group sessions in March. It was great to see 

everyone’s faces and hear their news.

Over the following weeks, we started with 15 minutes catch up then 

watched the Alpha film together.  Using the break out rooms in Zoom 

we were able to form smaller discussion groups.

Frustrations abound when someone can’t join (which has happened 

each week), but for most of us, the film and sharing have been very 

worthwhile.  Clearly we can’t share a meal or have a cuppa together, 

but we hope that keeping connected via Zoom will boost our sense of 

the faith community to which we belong.

Thank you to everyone who has continued to keep Alpha@Holy Spirit 

in their prayers.

Blessings to all,

Maryann, Michael and Kerry (Alpha @ Holy Spirit Co-ordinators)
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Life in LOCKDOWN

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	

Third Stage restrictions seemed to come down upon us so suddenly. 

The horrors of the impact of COVID-19 on overseas countries made us 

very scared and uncertain

The first week or so I was moping around and really missing Mass, 

Church connections and family contact. However things changed 

pretty quickly.

Firstly I discovered the vast choice of devotions and online Masses 

available. After a couple of weeks of attending several different 

Masses and enjoying the different musical accompaniments, I now 

attend Father Dillon’s daily and weekend masses from Saint Simon’s in 

Rowville. His daily words of wisdom are food for the soul.

Family links

Next, I discovered ‘Zoom’, a popular computer application originally 

designed for holding business meetings online.  I’ve achieved a very 

close connection with all my family through seeing them all on the 

screen and chatting with them.

Our first attempt at using Zoom for more than just a chat was organised 

by our youngest daughter, Colleen.  She hosted an online Stations 

of the Cross ceremony on Good Friday, with each of our family, and 

friends from her Parish in East Bentleigh asked to contribute a station, 

using whatever means they had at hand.  There were several families 

online, and the presentations ranged from songs through to play-

acting and readings. 

Easter Sunday was our first big Zoom family gathering. Before this, 

we hadn’t all been together at Easter for years. However this year we 

had a two-hour Easter lunch together. Jacinta and David and family 

from Townsville joined us and my brother and his wife (Mooroolbark) 

joined us as well so we had six families ( 22 people) on the screen 

at once. Songs were sung by the children and lots of stories told.  

Since Easter we’ve had several birthday parties and Mother’s day get-

togethers on Zoom. And sometimes we just Zoom into one of our 

daughter’s families and have dinner with them.

Friends

I really missed the choir and Parish connection. So on Palm Sunday my 

clever husband set up a Zoom meeting for me to invite the choir to. 

Ten of us sang that Sunday night and every Thursday night (regular 

choir night) since then. We pick the theme of the previous Sunday and 

all choose a song to lead and we all sing for an hour. 

We also have a ‘virtual folk club session’ every week as well. More than 

twenty people have joined in each week for a musical hour and a half. 

Like the choir sessions, we find that participants really value these 

sessions for the social contact as much as anything.

A highlight of this lockdown was my virtual 50th Nursing anniversary 

Zoom party with nine of the nurses I met on the 26th April 1970 - we 

all graduated together three years later. About 5 or 6 of us normally 

manage to meet a couple of times a year but this time our whole 

group celebrated together. A couple of us even managed to fit into 

our graduation uniforms!  Pam from Germany was able to zoom in 

and join us. She wouldn’t have been able to be part of weekend away 

celebration that we’d originally planned. Of course we shared lots of 

stories of those early days all living together in the nursing home at St 

Vincent’s Hospital. What mischief we got up to! Wonderful afternoon.

This new COVID world seems to have made many of us more caring 

and aware of other people. It is lovely the way people say hello and 

smile even when they don’t know you. Exercise is another positive 

that has emerged from this lockdown. Bill has been working from 

home so we have been able to enjoy a couple of walks each day, and 

play table tennis together.  We have even been trying boxing! And 

now we actually have time to communicate.

Having said all that, our grandchildren are now finding it very difficult 

emotionally to be away from school friends and family for so long. 

They are even starting to dislike Zooming all the time. 

Today (Wednesday), I was allowed to go and visit Colleen’s five 

children in Clayton. We were all so excited. I think it’s definitely time to 

gradually resume some parts of our pre-COVID lives. I just hope that 

when things get back to ‘normal’ we don’t get so caught up again in 

the pace of life that we forget about the human connections we’ve 

found during this crisis.

Maree Buttler

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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We like most folk have had to think of different ways of doing what 
we do.  Family wise, with a new baby on board have had to be content 
with a ‘ drive by’ but with Mod/tech. the rest of the clan are ‘dropping 
in’ as usual.  Church wise-we think we have been to Mass more than 
usual albeit in our lounge room.  Interesting to see the different 
Church Service presentations.

Evergreen involvement- a change also having to think ‘support’ via 
Aust./Post, cards, phone, mod./tech. etc.  Vinnies involvement goes 
on but a very different set of rules.

Golf has been on the back burner but starting again with many 
conditions, particularly relative to distancing.-this will not be a 
problem with Ron’s group who spend a fair amount of time apart in 
the trees!!

Jean

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When the news first broke of Covid 19 we were all stunned. How could 
this be?  How could this happen in this world as we know it?

Talk of home isolation, not seeing our families, which include precious 
grandchildren.  Children not able to go to school, and so many 
places of work shutting down. It seemed like a terrible nightmare. A 
nightmare we never saw coming.

Slowly we began to adjust to the situation, and something so special 
began.  Our children have always been very caring, but their concern 
for us soared to another level.  Worried phone calls come in on a  daily 
basis, telling us to stick to the rules – older folk are more at risk. Don’t 
shop we will bring food to you. It’s much safer that way.

“Mum, Dad, you are precious to us – don’t take any risks.” (perhaps 
mum & dad are not so bad after all).

The depth of care they had for us we will never forget.

We have had so many beautiful experiences with neighbours & 
friends. Phone calls, humorous texts & emails that lighten our day, and 
letters & cards put under the door.

Cakes, cookies, soup & casseroles we have shared with many who live 
around us.  Then there is the practical side to it all.

Wardrobes, drawers & cupboards have all had the “going over”. The 
shed has been cleaned out.

Windows have been cleaned inside & out. It’s surprising what you can 
achieve with plenty of time on your hands, & no interruptions.

As we now find ourselves slowly emerging from this unexpected 
disaster, we realise how important family is, how important friends & 
neighbours are, and most of all, the realisation we all need each other.

Pauline Fahey

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

24 HOURS IN ISO
Too scared to venture outside due to the covid 19 virus and have all 
the time

In the world to do those jobs that never seem to get done.

BUT:  No motivation or desire to complete anything.  Just seem to be 
attached

To the couch flicking through my phone and having endless chats 
with friends.                                
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TIME:  Have so much on my hands but am not productive.

CONCLUSION:   Need pressure in my life which enables me to complete

All the necessary jobs to give me satisfaction with my life.

This pandemic has made me realize how much time we waste and 
how much

Interaction with family and friends is so important in everyday living.  
Don’t Need the latest fashions as my wardrobe is full of clothes but 
just need everyday Interaction with family and friends.  Lets hope we 
all stay safe and healthy in this

Strange world of ours.

Pauline Fahey

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COPING WITH ISO
It is a most interesting time we are having to go through, and people 
are doing it with grace and kindness.

 Lynette and I are looked after well by our family,  who have done 
our shopping for us all this time. Somehow the grocery shopping has 
become a lot less costly when I am not doing it. 

I think it is now about 10 weeks since we had Mass at Holy Spirit, and 
what a time for Father Arsenio to be appointed. We tune in to St Simon 
The Apostle Masses with Father Kevin Dillon who we have known for 
many years. He always presents an outstanding homily.

Katie, our daughter,  who is a teacher in Tokyo with husband Jamie 
are in lockdown. She arranges a Zoom meeting each Wednesday at 
6pm. We have Matthew and his family from Blackburn , Paul and his 
tribe from Park Orchards, and our three older grandchildren who are 
living at Ventnor doing Uni on line, all join us. It is great fun.Zoom is 
fantastic on its own, but when you get the imagination and technical 
know how of the younger members,it can be a  very funny meeting.

We haven’t been bored at all Lynette is finding new recipes each day, 
as well as doing a lot of gardening. I manage to put a nail into or paint 
anything that is not nailed down. Bunnings do home deliveries.

We have been watching “Killing Eve”  on Iview and also “Billions” on 
Stan.Both  very absorbing and hard to just watch one episode.

One thing that stands out is that so many people are making phone 
calls, and touching base to see how people are getting on.This 
kindness has always been with us, but the virus has brought it to the 
fore and it is so nice to be in contact. 

Looking forward to getting back to normal, and haven’t our leaders 
risen to the challenge.

Don & Lyn Schroder

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

After the initial strangeness of social isolation becoming the “new 
norm!’ I must admit that I have embraced the slower pace. Not rushing 
out for my various morning activities has been a surprisingly calming 
experience - maybe age is catching up with me? Whilst pottering in 
the front garden, I have loved seeing and interacting- at 1.5 of course- 
with all the neighbours walking past, children on scooters and all the 
dogs being walked - life has never been so good for them! Mass on 
line has also been a novelty. I have completed a few long overdue 
projects but have not been able to tackle the photos as yet!! The 
highlight has been, since social restrictions have been relaxed, joining 
my  granddaughter, Angie, in her Zoom ballet class!

Eleanore

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is how Catherine and Aleks Pakonski are coping with Covid19.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We have been fortunate that the weather has been kind and we have 
been able to get out in the garden. Also the lovely walks to the beach 
I have been able to do with my little dog Bob.

Now I have a new knee!

I had a replacement in early February and it’s terrific, looking forward 
to a life with a new knee so I have been doing rehab very diligently. I 
have been quite lucky 

Sue Hoskins 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here is how Mike Haw is spending all that spare time – I wish I could 
say my efforts were as productive and exquisite!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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All in all for me, I haven’t really minded being stuck 
at home.  I have had lots to keep my mind, body 
& spirit nourished and it gave me loads of time to 
reflect upon my life and how I do things. There are 
a few areas of my life that I am going to re-adjust.   
I am grateful for that.  

I feel sad for the people who have died from 
COVID19. I especially feel compassion for those 
who have lost loved ones during this time and 
being unable to say goodbye to them in the 
manner that they deserved. I always kept those in 
nursing homes (my sister Pauline, Fr. Mogg & my 
friend Ron) who were in lockdown in my prayer 
time, as a lot of them definitely declined in their 
mental health.

I have much to be thankful for and I count my 
blessings everyday. 

Tina Toomey

Tina Toomey 
COVID-19 

PROS & 
CONS

 
HUBBY WAS ABLE TO WORK FROM HOME Many cuppa’s made and I  
       have never made so many 
       cookies, slices and cakes  
       before, ever! 
       WEIGHT GAIN!! 
 
STARTING CROCHETING AGAIN   Had to wait for weeks for  
HAVEN’T DONE SO SINCE GRADE 6  Kmart delivery of wool. 
 
PAINTED FRONT FENCE AND SIDE  No con’s with this. 
GATES 
 
PRAYED MORE     Every day I have tried to get 

my step count up to 10,000 .   
It’s the best time for me to 
pray, I love it!  Especially 
having my Pray as you go App 
on my phone. Mother Nature 
brings out the best in all of us. 
 

SPENDING MORE TIME WITH GREG   
 
BEING ABLE TO WALK AROUND TO 
HELEN KONYNENBURG’S HOME AND 
HAVE A CHAT AT HER FRONT STEPS. 
 
SPENDING TIME IN THE GARDEN, 
POTTING PLANTS AND RE-PLANTING. 
 
       

TTiinnaa  TToooommeeyy  CCOOVVIIDD1199  
PRO’S:    CON’S:      
 
APPRECIATION   Not able to visit my sister   
OF     suffering MND in a nursing  
MY     Home.  Once they loosened  
LOVED    restrictions I could see her  
ONES     at the window of her room. 
 
Facetime was good   Like all grandparents, missed spending time  

with my 5 grandchildren and  
     being able to cuddle them. 
 
EASTER 2020    NOT BEING ABLE TO EXPERIENCE THE  
     EASTER VIGIL and have our 2 Catechumens  
     Andrew and Sam received into the Catholic  
     faith. 
 
BEING ABLE TO CONTINUE Not being able to be spontaneous 
RCIA PROGRAM   when discussing points of interest 
ONLINE WITH EVERYONE  and faith related sharing, as online 
     is just not the same as personal  
     interaction. 
 
SPENDING     Had a lot of time on my hands, 
TIME WALKING AND  wanting to visit those who were 
DISCOVERING SOME  alone. But not able to. 
BEAUTIFUL AREAS  
OF CROYDON 
 
WAS ABLE TO DROP  Why hadn’t I thought of this 
CARDS AND LETTERS  sooner?  And why didn’t I buy 
INTO PARISHIONERS  some better walking shoes, as  
LETTERBOXES ON    these one’s are killing me! 
MY WALKS 
 
HAD FRIENDS WALK-BY  There are no ‘con’s’ here.  Thanks 
MY HOME AND BEING ABLE to Jean & Ron and other friends passing  
TO SAY HELLO FROM THE DOOR around Easter time and others who made  
     contact with me. Met Jenny Philp’s 

new puppy Heidi. 
 
MAKING MEALS FOR MUM’S Not being able to help them in a more  
WITH NEW BABIES & FRIENDS practical way, which would  
STRUGGLING   have been needed by them. 
 
DID NOT MISS GOING TO EASTLAND 
OR SHOPPING IN GENERAL. 
 
MISSED HAVING FRIENDS OVER  Have had a few zoom  
 FOR DINNER / CUPPA’S  meetings with friends and  
     family, not really con’s! they are pro’s! 
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Reconciliation Australia promotes and facilitates respect, trust and 

positive relationships between the wider Australian community 

and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. trust and National 

Reconciliation Week 2020: 27 May – 3 June

#NRW2020   #InThisTogether2020

Our theme for #NRW2020 – In this together – is now resonating in 

ways we could not have foreseen when we announced it last year, 

but it reminds us whether in a crisis or in reconciliation we are all 

#InThisTogether.

National Reconciliation Week  2020 Theme

In 2020 Reconciliation Australia marks twenty years of shaping 

Australia’s journey towards a more just, equitable and reconciled 

nation.

Much has happened since the early days of the people’s movement 

for reconciliation, including greater acknowledgement of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander rights to land and sea; understanding of 

the impact of government policies and frontier conflicts; and an 

embracing of stories of Indigenous success and contribution.

2020 also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation walks of 

2000, when people came together to walk on bridges and roads across 

the nation and show their support for a more reconciled Australia.

As always, we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us, 

and Australians now benefit from the efforts and contributions of 

people committed to reconciliation in the past.

Today we work together to further that 

national journey towards a fully reconciled 

country.

Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians 

– as individuals, families, communities, 

organisations and importantly as a nation. 

At the heart of this journey are relationships 

between the broader Australian community 

and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples.

We strive towards a more just, equitable 

nation by championing unity and mutual 

respect as we come together and connect 

with one another.

On this journey, Australians are all In This 

Together; every one of us has a role to 

play when it comes to reconciliation, and 

in playing our part we collectively build 

relationships and communities that value 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 

histories and cultures.

What is National Reconciliation Week?

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn 

about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore 

how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.

The dates for NRW remain the same each year; 27 May to 3 June. These 

dates commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation 

journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo 

decision respectively.

Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all 

Australians as we move forward, creating a nation strengthened by 

respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, 

and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

2020 THEME IN THIS TOGETHER

In this together, the theme for National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 

2020, encourages all Australians to reflect on the part they play – 

whether big or small – on our journey towards reconciliation.

This unity of purpose creates a shared sense of belonging and identity; 

and this identity must value and include the histories, cultures and 

rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Unity is of the five dimensions of reconciliation as defined by 

Reconciliation Australia.

For Australia to become a truly complete nation, it will take the 

commitment and contribution of all of us. 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/

National Reconciliation 
WEEK 2020
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Our parish celebration of Pentecost Sunday PANDEMIC STYLE
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Our dedicated Fete 
Committee needs your help. 

	

Event feedback 
The Holy Spirit Community Fete is exploring options for this years Fete due 

to the current COVID 19 Pandemic. We would appreciate your time to 

answer a few short questions so we can ascertain the best way forward in 

these difficult times. Thank you in advance. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdv6mRdZTbBIRyNRzjYcu9alTIgA

pIE5dwl7U5WsqsuI28P8w/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1	
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