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Thank you to all who have so generously assisted with this edition of 
The Spirit Magazine. Mere words cannot express my gratitude to this 
wonderful community who, upon me realizing I had very few photos 
for this edition, responded to my various panicked texts and emails and 
provided the wonderful photos you can now enjoy.  Some of you would 
be well qualified to take over the editorship, and I would be happy to 
pass the baton. Perhaps, something to think about?

What a difficult summer it has been, our hearts and prayers go out to the 
many hundreds of men, women and children who have been impacted 
by the dreadful fires, and in some areas by the floods that followed. 
These catastrophic events affect us all, those directly impacted and, we 
who were not for whom there is almost a sense of “survivor guilt”.  
We feel at a loss; our immediate need is to respond somehow, and yes, 
we can donate money, but mostly we are left feeling helpless in the 
enormity of the need.

I personally found the deaths of the volunteer firemen particularly 
distressing; unable to stop thinking of the unbearable grief of the 
families they left behind. Then I remembered when I was young, I once 
saw a white cross by the side of the road and asked my mother why it 
was there. She explained that someone had been in an accident and 
died at that spot, and that every time we saw a little cross like that, or 
passed a place where we knew tragedy had struck we should say a 
prayer for the family of the people who were killed.  
Something I still do to this day.  
The truck driver who died at this bridge and left a wife and two young 
boys.  The boys are probably grandparents now, but they always get 
their prayer when I pass this spot.

And so, every time I think of those families who have lost beloved 
members of their family, I say a little prayer for them, and the sense of 
hopelessness lessens a little.  Perhaps we can all do this and remotely 
give comfort to those who are grieving.

I was struck by the similarities in the sense of hopelessness that has 
engulfed we, the Church in the wake of the many scandals that have 
rocked us to our very core. I was reminded that we are a people of hope; 
humans cannot survive without hope.  And so, perhaps it is time we 
stopped being consumed by our grief, put aside our anger, whilst never 
forgetting the victims, and begin the long slow process of rebuilding 
– just, as Australia itself has to begin to rebuild after this season of 
devastation.

We wish all the children and youth of our community well, as they 
begin the various stages of their education, and hope that these years 
of learning will be happy, carefree years for them all.
We particularly remember Fr Frank O’Dea, who required leg surgery 
and now has to endure a long rehabilitation process.  This is the first 
edition since I have been back as Editor that we have not had one of Fr 
Franks’ wonderful articles.  We send you our prayers Fr Frank.
We send our good wishes to all in our community who are ill, and to 
those who have lost loved ones.  We remember you in our thoughts and 
prayers and, need you to know, you are never forgotten. 

Many thanks, Helen Konynenburg
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Baptism WELCOMINGS

30th November
Abigail O’SHEA, Parents Matthew & Samantha

12th January 
Sophia DI MANNO, Parents Benjamin & Georgette 

The Di Manno’s are Living in Croydon and their older child Luca 
was also baptised here in 2017.  Ben’s parents live in North 
Ringwood.

19th January
Sienna, Alyssa and Olivia DICARLA.       
Parents Kristy and Andrew Dicarla

9th February
Arlo Partrick KAPETANOVSKI.  Parents Leah & Chris

16th February
Harlow Ivy  STEVEN.  Parent Leah
Hayden MC CANN.  Parents Rhett & Tara 
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Holy Spirit Community School 
www.hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

120 Oban Road, North Ringwood 3134 
Email administration: hspirit@hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

Phone: 9876 1103 

Our school is  
committed to our 
childrens safety. 

We adhere to the 
CECV commit-

ment statement to 
child safety and fol-
low a “safe guard-
ing children code 

of conduct” 

Prep 
Grades 1/2 
Grades 3/4 
Grades 5/6 

Lily Eastwood 

School Captain  2020 - Our Lady of Sion 
College .  Lily is Adrian And Julie Atkins 
granddaughter and Jades daughter.

Visiting Sisters 

Welcome to Sr. Lusia, who is from the island of Flores and Sr. Mariana who is from Sulawesi.  
sisters of The Congregation of Jesus Mary & Joseph Indonesia.

The sisters will be living with our Sr. Marian for the academic year whilst studying at Yarra 
Theological Union.  Their Order specializes in teaching Nursing and Pastoral work, and the 
sisters will be studying English and further studies relevant to their work at home.  Please 
make them very welcome in our community.

Around the PARISH
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Honner is a really great friend. He wrote to me this week for Christmas 

and New Year. He has travelled with me quite intimately over the 

last four years and made this comment: “We both know this will be a 

big year for you. What a final quarter!” We share a great love of footy 

and especially of the Tigers. We both love the metaphors that footy 

presents. 

I need an afternoon nap these days, which really means I go to bed 

and let my mind run free. Often an idea pops in and then I go to sleep 

for 45 minutes. Interestingly I had been writing about the metaphor 

of footy yesterday for a chapter in my book that tries to make my 

thesis readable. 

I wrote: 

Footy and cricket had formed the principal focus of my days at St 

Kevin’s College Toorak – not Latin and English Literature. I was good at 

both (not Latin and English Literature!!), not a star but a goer. I actually 

loved cricket more that footy but I was better at the latter so I ended 

up playing more footy. Cricket as a batsman can be cruel. You often 

seem to get one chance. And your fate often rests in the one finger 

of an old bloke without a hearing aid standing 22 yards away from 

where you did not hit the ball but he reckons if all those players are 

appealing he must have! Footy is much more forgiving. You can be 

beaten for three quarters in a game of footy and still get up in the last 

quarter and help win the game. 

As I dozed, I realised that John was talking about this is the quality 

of the last quarter – where you do your best work. With a terminal 

illness like mine it is possible to let yourself fall into a belief that the 

last quarter is going to be harder and more debilitating as one gets 

weaker and more dependent upon others. Indeed, one can imagine 

oneself in this situation and could quite easily come to dread the last 

quarter. In fact last night in bed as I struggled to roll over (my left arm 

is quite weak now and the stomach muscles I was once so proud of are 

now struggling to do the sit up required to get my legs over the side 

of the bed) I reflected on how I would cope when I’m stuck and need 

someone to turn me over. I actually got stuck under the bed three 

days ago. I was looking for a suitcase, which I figured Rhett might 

have put under the bed in the spare room, knelt down on the floor, 

put my left arm down to take my weight and collapsed. I was resting 

my diminished body weight on a stick with no muscles surrounding 

it and it just gave way! I rolled over with my shoulder now jammed 

under the bed and thought, how in bloody hell am I gonna get up? 

But thinking of footy, the last quarter is where the game is won – not 

lost. This is where the fitness developed over the season comes to 

the surface and you find that you can run on through the pain and 

weariness and the weight of injury, with the scoreboard still showing 

you are behind by a behind! (Who invented the word behind to 

describe a missed attempt to kick a goal?) No, the last quarter is where 

the game is won. And at the end of the last quarter comes the final 

siren and you get to sing the Club song or hold up the Premiership 

Cup. The last quarter is the one to savour, to look forward to, to take 

on full bore. 

I don’t know what is going to happen exactly. That’s great. I don’t 

want to know. That would be boring! You want to believe that you can 

take a screamer with one minute to go and kick the winner. Even if it 

doesn’t happen.! The last quarter is the ultimate challenge. It provides 

the opportunity to find out what you are made of. 

I coached football clubs all over Australia for 15 years and remember 

many of my three-quarter time speeches designed to motivate the 

boys (as Tommy always called us) to the biggest efforts in this last 

stanza of this reason why we are on this earth! I can remember the 

buzz, almost electric, as it moved up my arms into my shoulders and 

back of my head, as the team reacted and we surged into almost 

a different species – one that knew what the result would be even 

though the opposition were still wondering. 

This is what Honner was alluding to. He played plenty of footy. He is 

an astute watcher of the game. And he follows the best. I am looking 

forward to the last quarter. I know the ending but not the script (to 

change the metaphor). I have to make up the script, chase every ball, 

go for every mark, do the one percenters, believe in the outcome 

even though I can’t see it. 

The most important thing though that John presented me with was 

the knowledge that I am not alone. It takes the whole team to win the 

last quarter of a footy game. I have an incredible team around me and 

even if I collapse and can’t raise a trot, they will see me over the line. 

This 2020 is gonna be a Great Year. 

Mike Bowden

A New Year ’s thought 2020
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I am AUSTRALIAN
I am Australian

I came from the dreamtime 

From the dusty red-soil plains 

I am the ancient heart 

The keeper of the flame 

I stood upon the rocky shores I watched the tall ships come, 

For forty thousand years I’ve been 

The first Australian. 

I came upon the prison ship 

Bowed down by iron chains 

I bought the land, endured the lash 

And waited for the rains 

I’m a settler; I’m a farmer’s wife 

On a dry and barren run 

A convict, then a free man 

I became Australian  

I’m the daughter of a digger 

Who sought the mother lode 

The girl became a woman, On the long and dusty road 

I’m a child of the Depression 

I saw the good times come

 I’m a bushie, I’m a battler 

I am Australian  

We are one, but we are many, 

And from all the lands on earth we come 

We’ll share a dream and sing with one voice 

“I am, you are, we are Australian”

I’m a teller of stories I’m a singer of songs 

I am Albert Namatjira And I paint the ghostly gums 

I’m Clancy on his horse I’m Ned Kelly on the run 

I’m the one who waltzed Matilda I am Australian  

I’m the hot wind from the desert 

I’m the black soil of the plains I’m the mountains and the valleys 

I’m the drought and flooding rains I am the rock, I am the sky 

The rivers when they run 

The spirit of this great land I am Australian

We are one, but we are many and from all the lands on earth we 
come we’ll share a dream and sing with one voice

 “I am, you are, we are Australian”  

“I am, you are, we are Australian”

Perhaps because of the horrendous summer we have had in this 
New Year, I was very aware of the words that we were singing  - I am 
Australian.

“and from all the lands we come – “

I looked along the seat I shared for mass and saw this personified in 
the names of those seated alongside me; 

Helen Scorgie, Silvio & Ada Volombello, Don Schroder, Len Scicluna , 
Maria Mayboem, and myself Helen Van Konynenburg, nee O’Keefe!

This was just one row, and obviously of a similar demographic, but 
when I looked around our small congregation, I could see the same 
theme repeated in almost every seat, with many newer names and 
cultures represented.

We live in an age of increasing polarization of opinion, with social media 
giving everyone an opportunity to have their voice heard and media 
commentators increasingly seeming to present their take on issues as 
the right one  - 

Could I ask all of our readers to just take a moment to read the words 
that we sing with such gusto and ask you to reflect on what it means to 
each of you to be a part of this great land we call Australia.

Perhaps you might care to share your thoughts for the next edition. Ed
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Homily - THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 2020

During these devastating times of bushfire and drought I sometimes 
experience a strange and eerie feeling. All of these horrendous events 
and all of that loss, suffering and grief is not that very far away from 
me but it’s as if I am far away from it. Many, many years ago when I 
was a young boy in Townsville – and that is a long time ago – a flood 
did rip through our backyard. Fortunately our house was on the 
proverbial Queensland stilts and it passed underneath us. Some of our 
and neighbours, living in cottages built for railway workers, weren’t so 
lucky. Their homes were flooded and they crowded into our home. For 
my father one disturbing feature was his bottles of beer floating out 
from under our house and heading for the Pacific Ocean. A cousin of 
mine was staying with us at the time and my father pressganged this 
very unwilling fellow into joining in the rescue of his precious booty. 
Fortunately today we have insurance to cover our losses though I am 
sure that hardly alleviates all the distress people are going through.

In Jesus’ day people didn’t have insurance to cover their losses. Their 
extended family provided for all their welfare needs. If one cut oneself 
off from one’s family one became a marginalized person in one’s 
society. Jesus did just that. He left his home and his family and became 
an itinerant teacher going around preaching the Good News that the 
reign of God, the Kingdom of God, was close at hand and he cured all 
kinds of diseases and sickness. Later in the gospel members of his own 
family thought he was mad and came to drag him back home. It was at 
this time that he looked around at the crowd around him and said to 
his family members, ‘Here are my mother, my brothers and sisters.’ The 
vast majority of those who followed Jesus and hungered for his words 
and healing were the marginalized and rejected people of society. By 
leaving his family and its protection he aligned himself with them. 
These were people who, like those described in the first reading, had a 
yoke weighing on them, a bar across their shoulders and were plagued 
by the rod of their oppressors. 

But now these people, who had walked in darkness, had seen a great 
light. It was dawning on them. They believed that the centuries old 
expectation that God would rescue them and their nation would soon 
be fulfilled. God would reign and God’s empire, God’s Kingdom, would 
replace all the oppressive empires to which they had been subjected. 

Jesus went out and called his disciples, Peter and Andrew, James and 
John. He must have been an inspiring character and an electrifying 
personality for these men left their jobs and their families and went 
with him to all the marginalized and rejected in Israel. They, too, cut 
themselves off from their family security. As Jesus said later, ‘Foxes 
have holes and the birds of the air have nests but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head. ’

As we approach Australia Day and reflect that we are one of the most 
multi- cultural societies in the world what do today’s readings say to 
us. In the second reading Paul urges the Corinthian community to stop 
arguing and squabbling among themselves. How willing are we to 
embrace everyone that comes to the shores of this wide brown land. 
‘Our Land abounds with nature’s gifts of beauty rich and rare… For 
those who’ve come across the seas, we’ve boundless plains to share.’ 

We cannot solve all the refugee problems of the world but, as followers 
of Jesus Christ, as the community gathered around the Eucharist to 
celebrate our God seeking out the lost and laying down his life for 
us, are we open to be inspired by his compassion and generosity and 
welcome the broken and the lost and the persecuted of other lands. 

Our ancestors came here to seek a better way of life. Do we meet with 
compassion and understanding those who, today, seek what our 
ancestors did?

Are we able, too, to stand in the shoes of the original inhabitants of this 
land? We recognize their prior presence in so many of our ceremonies 
and celebrations. We recognise they have been here for thousands 
upon thousands of years. It’s extraordinary, it’s amazing to realise they 
are the oldest surviving culture in the world. Many experts are starting 
to realise how well they managed the land and were able to minimize 
the effects of bushfires that have so devastated us recently and are 
still doing so. I had the good fortune to teach many aboriginal boys at 
Monivae College in Hamilton in the sixties. Among them was Senator 
Patrick Dodson, the father of reconciliation and a truly outstanding 
person. He became the school captain and captain of the first eighteen. 
His brother, Michael, was there also. He has become a professor of Law.

We are all now truly Australian. I love the song, ‘I am, you are, we are 
Australian.’ It mentions all of us. Are we able on this Australia day to 
put into practice the Gospel Imperative of understanding the first 
Australians? Over the centuries multitudinous tribes and nations 
have swept into and invaded other nations and lands. How horrific 
and devastating that has been. Are we able to understand how our 
indigenous sisters and brothers can look on this as invasion day? Are 
we able to reach out and embrace, as Jesus and his disciples did, all the 
marginalized and deprived in our society?

If we can reach out to and be understanding of and empathetic with all 
the diverse elements of our society then we are contributing to make 
this great and wonderful land of ours what its original European name 
was, ‘The Great South Land of the Holy Spirit.’ What a great name! We 
can rejoice in that.  ‘Australians all let us rejoice’ that, as at the beginning 
of creation, in chapter one of the book of Genesis, through our response 
to Jesus and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we can create out of all 
this diversity a nation that is truly Eucharistic, a nation that welcomes 
the marginalized, a nation that is truly united in its commitment to all 
the fibres in the fabric of our society.

Thank you to Fr Paul Castley MSC for this moving homily and for allowing 
us to reprint. 
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Reflection - THIRD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 2020
Gospel – Matthew 4. 12-23
By Mike Bowden

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 
lake, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

the people who sat in darkness

   have seen a great light,

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

   light has dawned.’ 

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’ As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And he said to 
them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in 
the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 
him. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 
and every sickness among the people. 

REFLECTION – THE JESUS MYTH

Don’t close the file, I’m not trying to scandalise. On Thursday I read 
the readings of that day. The Gospel was from Mark and finished with 
Jesus warning his followers sternly to not consider him the Messiah or 
the Son of God. This is called the Messianic Secret which constantly 
reappears in Mark’s gospel. There is a library of books written on 
this topic. But in the Sunday gospel from Matthew there is no such 
allusion. In fact, although Matthew’s gospel was written after Mark’s, 
and although they both recount very similar stories about Jesus’ 
ministry, they are in many ways quite different from each and from 
Luke’s and especially John’s accounts. 

This is because all the gospels are written for a particular audience 
and reflect the circumstances of the faith community they are 
addressing. This is the same for Paul’s epistles which are directed and 
indeed addressed to a particular audience and focus on local issues. 
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians in this Sunday’s collection is a great 
example.

So how are we to get an authentic picture of who Jesus was and what 
his ministry was on about? I want to address this question through 
an analysis of Jesus the healer. Matthew says: “Jesus went throughout 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among 
the people.”

The gospels are all full of the miraculous cures of women, the first, 
Simon’s mother-in-law, lepers, cripples, the blind and the dumb and 
even of gentiles or non-Jews. Why are there so many cures? 

It’s pretty obvious I think that the gospel writers are out to prove to 

their audience that Jesus was no ordinary man. He even surpassed 
the Baptist! And he fulfills the ancient prophecies of Isaiah. The first 
reading (Isaiah: 8:23-9:3) of this Sunday is reprised in the reference 
to Zebulun and Naphtali in the extract. What the gospel writers are 
doing, I think, is establishing Jesus as both the one anticipated in 
Israel and as one who surpasses all expectation. Jesus is being made 
into a myth – a story designed to explain the meaning of life amidst 
the complex questions life presents. By questioning the historical 
accuracy of the gospel in this way, i.e. by suggesting that the writers 
didn’t let the facts get in the way of a good yarn, it appears I am 
questioning whether all these healing miracles occurred. By calling 
these stories myths I’m suggesting they are not entirely factual, but 
they are indeed true. They tell of the essential truth of who Jesus was 
and is. 

My view about miracles and more specifically praying for miracles, or 
even more grotesquely claiming an electoral victory as a miracle as 
Scott Morrison did last year, debases our role as agents of our own 
destiny. On the other hand, I think the work of engineers building 
the Golden Gate or Sydney Harbour bridge is a miracle – a miracle 
of ingenuity, scholarship, hard work, teamwork and self-confidence. 

I think the miracle of the loaves and fishes is my paradigm event in the 
debate over miracles. Did Jesus pull a magic trick and conjure enough 
food for 5000 people out of a basket of fish and few loaves of bread? 
I think that what happened is that Jesus’ charismatic personality, the 
message he offered of a compassionate “God” who accompanies us 
in our life struggles, inspired his audience to open their hearts and 
their baskets. His warmth and compassion prevailed over fear and 
selfishness. For them “the light had dawned”.

Theirs was an empathetic response to Jesus’ persona. I feel it myself. 
I was watching the tennis the other day and saw a player (I can’t 
remember who) win a point and then smile. I immediately smiled too 
on my own in my little flat with no one to share it with, just myself and 
in a sense in empathy with a tennis player 5,000 kilometres away. I 
think Jesus inspired empathy. He got inside the skins of his audience. 
I reckon that’s what the evangelists recognised – that Jesus had this 
amazing, transformative influence over others. In other words, in his 
company the miraculous happened. 

You see Jesus might be “God” but this “God” does not interfere in 
our lives. We are totally free agents. Jesus is not going to upset the 
forces of nature against the rules of nature.  In other words, the world, 
our troubles and fears won’t evaporate because we pray for outside 
intervention. Better to go to a doctor, or for a run, or visit your mother. 

Does that mean there is no place for prayer? No, of course not. Prayer 
is the catalyst for action. Prayer settles our minds, puts us in touch 
with our fears and strengths and more importantly connects us 
with others. And so, our lives are miraculously changed – not by any 
outside force but by being open to the forces of nature, both within 
and outside ourselves. 

Like Pater and the sons of Zebedee we would be fools not to get in 
the fishing boat with Jesus and let him inspire our lives. But remember 
they had to (we have to) pull in the fish! 

Thank you Mike Bowden for providing us yet another, of your thought 
provoking reflections.
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North Ringwood Community House   
www.nrch.org.au 
admin@nrch.org.au 
9876 3421 
Some of your parishioner’s might be interested in these offerings… 
Accredited Courses -  
Certificate III Individual Support, Certificate IV Leisure & Health, Certificate IV 
Disability 
 
Workskills and Computer Courses - for upskilling and returning to work 
Skills for Work, Basic Computer Skills for Beginners, Beyond Basic Computer Skills, 
Word & Excel, MYOB with Payroll, Introduction to Aged Care and Disability Industry, 
Sewing for Employment and Professional Creative Writing 
 
Language Courses  
English Conversation, English Literacy, Japanese, Spanish, Italian  
 
Other exciting courses include… 
Social groups including Bush Nomads (walking group), a range of fitness classes 
(including Pilates, Yoga, Zumba Gold and Belly Dancing) and art & craft (including 
Watercolour Painting and Leadlighting).  
 
For more information regarding any of our course or programs, days and times 
please contact NRCH on (03) 9876 3421 or admin@nrch.org.au or visit our 
website http://www.nrch.org.au   
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Congratulations

Peter, Cath, Clare and grandson Alexasander Peter Patonski 

Another Grandchild for Clare & Peter Parle.  To Adam and 
Cath – Born 2.27 PM Sunday 9th February 

Schoolies 2020

Tina & Greg Toomeys’ grandchildren.  Evie’s first day at Holy Spirit 
School.  Cassie & Leigh with Evie

Theresa Bresnans, Violet Grade 2 
and Josh Prep at Holy Spirit School
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Holy Spirit  NETBALL CLUB
HSNC is the largest club at MENA (Melbourne East Netball Association) with 
22 teams from under 9 through to Open.

Games are played at Maroondah Nets (the old HE Parker). This new facility is 
less than 12 months old.  Under 9s play Friday afternoon/night, while all other 
age groups play Saturday with games beginning at 8.00 am and finishing up 
at 4.15 pm. Training is held on a Monday afternoon at Maroondah Nets. The 
whole club training together at the one location ensures easy communication 
as well as fostering club spirit.

Our Autumn season runs from February to June and our Spring season runs 
from July to December.

Our annual Netta program continues to ensure our club continues to grow 
and thrive. This will be held in May for year 1 and 2 students.

New players are always welcome regardless of age or ability. Any new 
enquiries, please contact Karen Woods 0438 580 122.

Go Spirits!

Karen Woods – President

Under 15 Red – Section 1 Premiers in both 2019 Spring and 
Autumn competitions

Open Gold – Section 4 Premiers in the 2019 Spring Competition 
(and their support crew).  The kids loved cheering on their mums 
and watching them play a sport they love!

Celebrations on the court after the win – Courtesy of Amanda
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(Holds a Working with 
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Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries
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A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
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• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au
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At last week’s Australian National Championships, amongst the 
procession of Mitchelton-Scott victories and elite road skirmishes, 
there was a quieter, more unassuming, but altogether more 
extraordinary achievement taking place in the men’s paracycling C2 
division.

In Wednesday’s time trial and Saturday’s road race, Ballarat local 
Christian Ashby claimed dual national championships, a year on from 
the road race bronze medal he picked up in his first ever race. And 
from a superficial look at a results sheet, that’s where this particular 
story starts and ends. But that doesn’t do it justice.

To understand what last week’s results really symbolise, you need to 
go back to April 2015, and every agonising, transcendental moment 
of Christian Ashby’s return to life since then.  

GOOD FRIDAY

There was nothing particularly remarkable about Good Friday, 2015, 
when Christian Ashby went out for a morning bike ride. As he did 
most mornings on the quiet tree-lined road running beside the banks 
of Ballarat’s Lake Wendouree, the fit, lean figure of Ashby pedalled 
meditative laps.

That morning, he’d woken up whilst it was still dark, left a note on the 
fridge for his family – “Hope you slept well! Love.” – and headed out 
for a ride. That morning, Ashby had 10 laps planned of a 6km circuit – 
part of the 25 hours weekly training he was putting in as a triathlete.

In the moment before everything changed, perhaps he was thinking 
about the camping trip he was about to leave for with his family. 
Perhaps he was looking forward to the hot cross buns that were 
waiting for him. Perhaps he was simply lost in the pure joy of physical 
exertion – of the ‘good pain’ he relished as an athlete, that would be 
so different to the other pain that he was about to learn the depths 
of. Ashby doesn’t know, because he doesn’t remember the collision.

Driving a stolen Mitsubishi Lancer with a suspended licence, ice-
affected and on the way to ask her dad for money to buy more, 
23-year-old Rebekah Stewart crossed the centre line of the road and 
slammed into Ashby. His body slid up over the windshield of the car, 
before landing on the road behind it, broken and bleeding in the 
early-morning gloom. His silver Cervelo was snapped in three by the 
impact.

Stewart didn’t stop. Instead, she returned home to try to conceal 
her crime, removing her damaged car boot and covering her car 
with a tarpaulin while first-responders frantically worked to keep 
the 36-year-old father of two alive. Following the incident, she told 
friends that she’d hit a kangaroo and “had to wash [off] the blood” 
spattered across the silver sedan she was driving.

Ashby doesn’t remember the flash of blue and red lights in the 
waking light along Wendouree Parade, or the helicopter ride to the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital. He doesn’t remember the 48 hours that his 
life hung in the balance, or the hushed, urgent conversations by his 
bedside as an endless succession of medical professionals wondered 
how to put him back together.

At the point that he landed in the Royal Melbourne Hospital ICU, 
his survival was uncertain, with Ashby’s wife and parents warned 

to prepare for the 
worst. Intensive care 
specialist Dr Simon 
Iles told the Herald 
Sun later that Ashby 
was the sickest 
person in the entire 
hospital when he 
was admitted, saying 
“I’ll never forget 
when I first met him.” 
Ashby’s wife Karen 
later recalled the 
questions she was 
forced to confront: 
“Will the kids have 
a father? If he does 
survive, what will his 
life be like?”

An abridged list of hurdles facing the unconscious patient – extensive 
bleeding, a shattered pelvis, countless broken bones, punctured 
lungs, brain and neurological injuries, a ruptured kidney and spinal 
damage.

For 17 days, Christian Ashby lay in an induced coma, undergoing 
seven operations while his family wondered what version of Christian 
they’d get back.

And then, finally, he woke up, to a life that would be forever different.

A LONG ROAD BACK

“I’ve tried and tried and tried, but the only thing I remember [about 
the crash] is waking up out of the coma,” Ashby told me in December 
2019, a few days before Christmas, with the sound of children playing 
in the background.

For six weeks, he stayed at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, before 
his condition had stabilised enough to transfer to the Epworth in 
Richmond to begin his lengthy recovery. At the time he arrived, he 
couldn’t walk or even sit unaided, and suffered ongoing neurological 
complications. He was, according to his neurological physiotherapist, 
so weak in his right side that “he could hardly use it.”

Ashby stayed at the Epworth for four and a half months, telling me 
that over that time he “learnt to walk, talk and eat again. [There was] 
a lot of physio, a lot of speech pathology, a lot of neuropsychology … 
it’s about finding different neural pathways in your brain, for which I 
still have monthly appointments.” He’d lost significant muscle mass 
through his convalescence, his weight dipping as low as 58kg before 
he was able to begin to rebuild condition.

His family in Ballarat, an hour and a half’s drive to the west, tried to 
maintain as much normality as they could, given the circumstances. 
“Our main priority was the family, obviously. So we just decided to 
keep the kids in their sport, keep them at school… it wasn’t ‘don’t 
worry about me’, but our first priority was them,” Ashby explains.

But there’s only so much ‘normality’ you can build into a situation 
that starts with the possibility that a seven year old and a three year 

From Tragedy to Triumph 
CHRISTIAN ASHBY’S 

RETURN TO LIFE

by Iain Treloar, January 16, 2020
Photography by Hikari,Media, 
Zac Williams, Con Chronis and 
Christian Ashby with permission.
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old face a life without a 
father, because of the 
irresponsible actions of a 
motorist.

After 17 days in a coma and 
an interminable stretch in 
hospital, Ashby was finally 
able to return home to his 
family for the first time. 
When he walked into 
the living room, hanging 
above the TV was a heart-
ringed banner in crayon 
saying simply, ‘Welcome 
home Dad’.

In the years following 
the incident that had 
reshaped his life, Ashby 
had spent five and a 
half months in hospital, 
undergone 12 operations, 
lost a kidney and had a 
permanently disfigured 

hand, along with a plethora of other chronic issues. In his victim impact 
statement read in court, Ashby poignantly noted how he would never 
be able to play with his children again without discomfort.

Stewart pleaded guilty to the charges of culpable driving causing 
serious injury and leaving the scene of an accident. Out of a maximum 
ten year sentence, she received a six year prison term, and will be 
eligible for parole in April 2021.

MOVING ON

How do you begin to move on from an incident as cataclysmic as that 
which tore Christian Ashby’s life asunder? Could you forgive? Could 
you rebuild your life? What shape would you form it into? Would you 
have the will to let your new life grow tall, or would it become gnarled 
and twisted by bitterness?

Once the fundamentals of his rehabilitation were completed, Ashby 
began looking toward the future. One of the pillars of his life pre-
crash was his work as a podiatrist, so it was a major milestone when 
he was able return to work at the Beaufort and Skipton Health Service.

“I’m back part time, three days a week and I won’t be able to … that’s 
probably it,” Ashby tells me. “It’s been a great thing to go to work. If 
I stayed at home being pensioned off for the rest of my life, I would 
probably be sitting there wondering ‘why me’? but going back to 
work has really enabled me to realise that everyone has a story.”

“Being a patient was, for me, probably the best thing in being a 
practitioner,” Ashby continued. “Doctors and nurses – they’re amazing 
people, but they’re not just medical practitioners, they’re like 
counsellors as well. They’re there for you in tough times. That’s been a 
real eye-opener… it’s really enabled me to be like that for my patients, 
and basically allowed me to realise that their problems don’t just stop 
at their feet – they may have mental issues or things that refer on, and 
I can talk it out to help them.”

THE CASE AND THE CONTEXT

Left crumpled on a road by a drug-affected driver, Ashby’s endurance 
was called on not just by the physical recovery but in the legal 
proceedings. In January 2018, the case was back in court again, with 
Stewart appealing the six year jail term she’d received on the basis 
that Ashby didn’t die.

In the Supreme Court of Appeal, the original decision was upheld, 
with the judges finding that the sentence was almost “favourable to 
the appellant”.

In his remarks post-sentencing, Ashby noted how the case had been 
hard on both him and the defendant’s family, while also placing the 
case in a broader context. “[The appeal] was a bit of a worry as I know 
of at least 10 other hit-and-run cases which are before the courts in 
the coming year and a reduced sentence would have set a precedent,” 
he said in March 2018.

Talking to CyclingTips last month, Ashby discussed his feelings toward 
Stewart. “My incident was one out of the box, and unfortunately I met 
a very callous person and she’s obviously doing time,” he said. “[But] I 
don’t hate the woman. I hate what she’s done to me, but it could have 
been anyone that day. The biggest thing I grapple with daily is there’s 
never been an apology.

“She chose the wrong choice. We all do the wrong thing [sometimes], 
but you’ve gotta own it. And she hasn’t owned it. And that’s what 
really hurts. If she’d rang me up and said, ‘mate, I’ve stuffed up, I’m 
so sorry …’ I don’t think I would have forgiven her, but I would have 
respected that a lot more.” 

In 2015, when the story of a cyclist fighting for his life in Ballarat hit 
the headlines, Christian Ashby’s story was frightening in part because 
it was so unusual. When I was hit by a car a few months later, it was 
Ashby that I often thought of when I assessed my relationship with 
fatherhood and risk and riding on the road in the days after.

Four years later, tragically, Ashby’s case isn’t such an outlier. In Victoria, 
major incidents involving the death of cyclists have hit the news with 
what feels like depressing regularity, each becoming flashpoints for 
the creeping dread that some riders feel on the road.

A few days before my first interview with Ashby, a 24-year-old cyclist 
in Horsham was killed in a hit-and-run. A few days before that, a sleep-
deprived driver who fell asleep at the wheel and killed a father of two in 
Taylors Lakes was sentenced to 10 months in a youth prison. A month 
before that, the drug-affected driver who killed Dutch cyclist Gitta 
Scheenhouwer in a high-speed hit and run crash on Chapel Street was 
sentenced to 11 years in jail. The same week, the driver who killed local 
pro Jason Lowndes was given community service and a $2,000 fine.

Discussing these cases 
with me, a few days 
before a Christmas that 
none of these victims 
of road trauma would 
see, Ashby sounded 
weary when he said 
that “there’s so many 
[incidents] now with 
vulnerable road users, 
be it a cyclist or a 
pedestrian … it can 
be a matter of life or 
death.”

RECLAIMING A LOVE 
OF CYCLING

Against this landscape 
of misery and broken 
lives, with chronic 
injuries to overcome, 
Ashby has spent 
some time grappling 
with the risk-versus-
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reward of getting back on the bike. At first, he says, he found it hard to 
overcome the feeling that every driver was going to hit him.

Coupled with post-traumatic stress disorder as a result of the crash, 
Ashby took baby steps back onto the bike, finding solace with riding 
groups through Lake Health Group physiotherapy and local shop 
Shaw’s Cycling Centre – riders who’d take the outside line to protect 
him from traffic. “That’s what I really missed, the social thing,” Ashby 
says. “Belonging to a group.”

Ashby had always had a competitive streak, so when he discovered 
there was an opportunity to participate in paracycling events, he 
was excited to have a goal to work towards. After being classified 
as a C2 – defined as riders with coordination impairments in two or 
three limbs – Ashby entered the 2019 National Championships at 
the Buninyong circuit just outside his hometown. He finished third in 
the road race, two places behind the world champion in his division, 
South Australian Darren Hicks.

A year later, having significantly ramped up his training both on Zwift 
and on the road, Christian Ashby won both the C2 time trial and road 
race at the National Paracycling Championships.

For a newly crowned dual national champion, he’s humble about 
his achievement, pointing out that Hicks – a personal inspiration of 
Ashby’s – was absent this year through injury. Nonetheless, he admits, 
you can only race against who shows up – and it occurs to me as we 
talk that in paracycling in particular, it’s perhaps not so much about 
who you’re racing against, as what you’ve had to overcome to get to 
the startline in the first place.

The titles, Ashby says joyfully, are “a dream come true. Obviously it’s 
not like winning the elite nationals, but it’s the next best thing, really.” 
It’s particularly special in the sense that he was able to compete in his 
hometown, and was buoyed by the support of those that had been 
there in the worst of times. “Having the Nationals in your hometown is 
incredible,” Ashby explains. “Not having to travel first of all, but all the 
support and family cheering as well is amazing.”

Four years after being left hovering in the murky in-between 
separating life from death, Christian Ashby’s most pressing concerns 
are finally a little less heavy. After the time trial win last Wednesday, 
Ashby tells me how his daughter claimed dibs on his national 
champion’s jersey. “My son was pretty peeved he hadn’t got one… 
so the pressure was on to get one in the road race so I could give him 
one, too,” Ashby says with a laugh.

Thankfully for the sake of domestic harmony in the Ashby household, 
Dad was able to deliver, winning the road race by over six minutes.

A NEW PERSPECTIVE

Ashby’s life isn’t the same as it was before Rebekah Stewart drove into 
him and then drove away. It never will be. For the rest of his life, he 
will be a road trauma survivor, wearing the scars of that incident. “My 
injuries are very chronic and they won’t get better,” Ashby says.

He can’t ride a bike like he used to – ongoing spinal and hip issues 
mean that he can’t bend over to reach aero bars; his gearing has to be 
altered so that he can operate the lever with his right hand, which is 
“pretty much buggered.” He’s got another hip surgery in the pipeline. 
His paracycling classification won’t change for the better, and, Ashby 
says, his injuries will probably get worse.

Those agonising days, months and years since he was almost killed 
doing what he loved has given him a new perspective on life, though. 
“Before the accident I didn’t realise walking without a limp, walking 
at all, running… it’s just such a fantastic thing. You don’t realise that 
until it’s taken away from you,” he tells me, his normally laid-back voice 
gaining a little more steel, a little more urgency.

“You’ve got to live your life. You can’t wrap yourself up in cotton wool.”

Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge Iain Treloar and CYCLINGTIPS for allowing us to reprint 
this article and encourage you to log on to their website to view more 
articles. Photos courtesy Christian Ashby

https://cyclingtips.com 

Like CyclingTips? Subscribe to our newsletter for exclusive content, deals 
& events.

EDITORS NOTE: When requesting permission to reprint this article I 
included the following – “The reason I would so love to be able to reprint 
this story is because before Christian belonged to the Ballarat community 
he belonged to us here at Holy Spirit North Ringwood where his parents 
still live, and we never let go of “our kids”!

There would rarely be a week pass, without someone asking me if I have 
heard how Christian Ashby is going - There is a reluctance to keep asking 
his parents Pam and Damien, because they are afraid the news might be 
bad, but people care and want to know – 

So I am very pleased to be able to pass on the good news.  Thank you to 
Sam Clifford for bringing the article to my attention and to Iain and the 
team at Cycling tips for responding so quickly to my request in order to 
make it for this edition.
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St. Vincent de Paul  
CHRISTMAS HAMPER & TOY 

APPEALHoly Spirit Conference of St Vincent de Paul Society conducted its 
annual Christmas Hamper and Toy Appeal.  Launched in November, 
as is usually the case, members were overwhelmed by the response 
from our parishioners, schools and the Parish generally.

We received quantities of loose food from Holy Spirit and St Anne’s 
schools, and these items allowed us to make up extra hampers as 
required.  The Buy-a-Dinner Appeal realized $4,931.00, and these 
funds allowed us to include supermarket vouchers in each Hamper, 
so that clients could buy fresh food.

Total number of Christmas Hampers delivered 99!

This year, students from Holy Spirit School joined us to help pack 
items and, as can be seen by the photos, they really enjoyed the 
chance to help.  On delivery day, families and friends of members 
once again rallied to make the operation go seamlessly, and 
members extend thanks to everyone who played a part.

Ron Smith
Ready to deliver

Holy Spirit Students in Packing mode.
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Remembering Kobe Bryant: 
FORMED AND SAVED BY HIS 

CATHOLIC FAITH
How a priest changed Kobe Bryant’s life

This article was originally published in April of 2016. Sadly, Kobe 
Bryant, along with his 13-year-old daughter, Gianna, and seven 
others, passed away in a helicopter crash on January 26, 2020. May 
they rest in eternal peace.

On Wednesday, April 13, 2016, Kobe Bryant, one of the greatest 
athletes of all time, ended his 20-year basketball career with a bang, 
scoring 60 points in his last game.

While Bryant’s stats can be recited by many — five-time NBA 
champion, two-time Olympic champion, 18-time All-Star and the 
third leading scorer in NBA history — few know about the role his 
Catholic faith played in helping him through one of his darkest 
hours.

Born in Philadelphia, Kobe Bryant was raised in a Catholic household 
and even spent some of his youth in Italy. Drafted into the NBA at the 
age of 17, he eventually married Vanessa Laine at St. Edward Roman 
Catholic Church in Dana Point, California. Two years later they had 
their first child. Bryant was at the top of his game and everything 
seemed to be heading in the direction of his dreams.

Then he made a big mistake.

In 2003, Kobe Bryant was accused of raping a woman in his hotel 
room, while he was in Colorado for knee surgery. He admitted 
having sex with the woman but denied rape. A judge eventually 
dropped the charges, but the woman went on to file a civil lawsuit 
against Bryant that was settled outside of court. In the midst of it all, 
he issued a public apology, stating that he was sincerely ashamed of 
what he had done.

The incident had major consequences as numerous sponsors 
abandoned him and his reputation was tarnished. In 2011, his wife 
filed for divorce.

Yet during one of the darkest moments of his life, Kobe Bryant turned 
to his Catholic faith. In an interview 
with GQ in 2015 he explained:

“The one thing that really helped me 
during that process — I’m Catholic, I 
grew up Catholic, my kids are Catholic 
— was talking to a priest. It was actually 
kind of funny: He looks at me and says, 
‘Did you do it?’ And I say, ‘Of course 
not.’ Then he asks, ‘Do you have a good 
lawyer?’ And I’m like, ‘Uh, yeah, he’s 
phenomenal.’ So then he just said, ‘Let 
it go. Move on. God’s not going to give 
you anything you can’t handle, and it’s 
in his hands now. This is something you 
can’t control. So let it go.’ And that was 
the turning point.”

After some rough years, Kobe Bryant 
reconciled with his wife, and they 
remain married to this day. Together 

they have founded the Kobe and Vanessa Bryant Family Foundation 
(KVBFF), which is dedicated to, among other things, helping young 
people in need, encouraging the development of physical and 
social skills through sports and assisting the homeless. Asked about 
this commitment in 2013, Bryant’s answer would likely have made 
Pope Francis very happy:

My career is winding down. At the end of my career, I don’t want 
to look back and just say, “Well, I had a successful career because 
I won so many championships and scored so many points.” There’s 
something else that you have to do with that.

[The homelessness] issue is one that kind of gets pushed on the 
back burner because it’s easy to point the blame at those who are 
homeless and say, “Well, you made that bad decision. This is where 
you are. It’s your fault.” In life, we all make mistakes and to stand back 
and allow someone to live that way and kind of wash your hands of 
it … that’s not right.

Throughout all of his trials, and perhaps even in response to them, 
Bryant has realized that fame and fortune were nothing compared 
to the importance of faith and family. When everyone else in the 
world abandoned him, the Catholic Church was always there.

He may be an All-Star and NBA legend, but even superstars can use 
the foundational support of faith-formation, and a good priest to 
turn to.

Written by Philip Kosloski .  Photo Ronald Cortes/Getty Images

 https://aleteia.org/

We gratefully acknowledge the author Philip Kosloski, photographer 
Ronald Cortes/Cortes Images, and Aleteia for granting permission to 
reprint this article.
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The Work of HEALING

Clare Snaidero A VERY AUSSIE 
NATIVITY!

Up to now, top-down religion has pretty much spoiled the show. We 
need trained experts, scholars, leaders, and teachers, but the truths of 
Christianity must be made much more accessible, available, localized, 
and pastoral. Most people do not need to have encyclopedic 
knowledge of theology or Scripture. To begin with, why not flatten 
out the huge and unbiblical distinction between clergy and laity? [1]

While Christian churches do much good, we have one huge pastoral 
problem that is making Christianity largely ineffective—and largely 
decorative. Solid orthodox theology is sorely needed (and yes, I am 
obsessed with it), yet we clearly need good and compassionate 
pastoral and healing practices ten times more!

It seems to me that we must begin to validate Paul’s original teaching 
on “many gifts and many ministries” (1 Corinthians 12:4-11). Together, 
these diverse gifts “make a unity in the work of service” (Ephesians 
4:12-13, Jerusalem Bible). Individual communities may do this well, 
but on the whole we need Christian people who are trained in, 
validated for, and encouraged to make home and hospital visits; do 
hospice work and jail ministry; support immigrants and refugees; 
help with soup kitchens or food pantries; counsel couples before, 
during, and after marriage; share child development resources with 
families; offer ministries of emotional, sexual, and relational healing; 
help with financial counseling; build low-cost housing; take care of 

the elderly; run thrift centers—all of which put Christian people in 
immediate touch with other people and for which no ordination is 
needed. Ordination would probably even get in the way. Remember, 
healing was most of the work Jesus did. This fact is almost too obvious.

My vision of any future church is much flatter and much more 
inclusive. Either we see Christ in everyone, or we hardly see Christ 
in anyone. Frankly, my hope for Christianity is that it becomes less 
“churchy,” less patriarchal, and more concerned with living its mission 
statement than with endlessly reciting our heavenly vision and 
philosophy statement—the Nicene Creed—every Sunday. There 
seem to be very few actionable items in most Christians’ lives beyond 
attending worship services, which largely creates a closed and self-
validating system. 

Simply put, any notion of a future church must be a fully practical 
church that is concerned about getting the job of love done—and 
done better and better. Centuries emphasizing art and architecture, 
music, liturgy, and prescribed roles have their place, but their 
overemphasis has made us a very top-heavy and decorative church 
that is constantly concerned with its own in-house salvation.

Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation from the Centre for Action and 
Comtemplation.   Meditations@cac.org

Fellow parishioners please accept my sincere thank you from my heart 
for your generous prayers & caring interest in my progress since I first 
entered Box Hill & Alfred hospitals. I am recovering in Alfred Rehab 
learning to walk & look after myself - I have a very daunting road trip 
ahead but with your continued support & prayers I will get there.

God Bless all of you!

A very Australian interpretation of a Nativity scene!
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331 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood.
Telephone: (03) 9840 1155

Branch Manager: Melissa Laird
For 24 Hours Service and Enquiries

Please telephone our Funeral Advice Line: (03) 9373 7000
www.tobinbrothers.com.au

Pope at Easter Vigil: ROLL AWAY 
THE STONES THAT CRUSH HOPE

“Why do you seek the living among the dead?” is the recurring theme in 
Pope Francis’ homily during the Easter Vigil Mass in St Peter’s Basilica, as 
he challenges us to roll away the stones of sin and discouragement.

By Vatican News

Many people consider the Easter Vigil liturgy to be the most beautiful 
of all Catholic liturgies. Celebrated on Holy Saturday evening, it 
provides a dramatic introduction to Easter. Through the powerful 
symbols of fire, light, music, and the water of baptism – everything 
speaks of hope and rebirth. And Pope Francis did the same in his 
homily.

Rolling away the stone

The Pope began with the image of the women bringing spices to 
the tomb: they found a stone blocking the entrance, and feared their 
journey had been in vain. “The journey of those women is also our 
own”, said the Pope. “At times, it seems that everything comes up 
against a stone… We can be tempted to think that dashed hope is 
the bleak law of life”.

But today “we see that our journey is not in vain”, he continued. “Easter 
is the feast of tombstones taken away, rocks rolled aside”, the Pope 
said. “God takes away even the hardest stones against which our 
hopes and expectations crash: death, sin, fear, worldliness.  Human 
history does not end before a tombstone, because today it encounters 
the ‘living stone’, the risen Jesus”. 

The stone of discouragement

Pope Francis then challenged us to identify the stone we personally 
need to roll back from our hearts. He began with the “stone of 
discouragement” which is what blocks hope, he said. “Once we start 
thinking everything is going badly…we lose heart…we become 
cynical, negative and despondent”. Pope Francis spoke of building 
a kind of “tomb psychology” where there is no hope of coming out 
alive. “The Lord is not to be found in resignation”, he continued, “He is 
not the God of the dead but of the living. Do not bury hope”.

The stone of sin

The “stone of sin” is what seals the heart shut, said the Pope. “Sin 
seduces; it promises things easy and quick, prosperity and success, 
but then leaves behind only solitude and death”.  Pope Francis 

described sin as “looking for life among the dead, for the meaning of 
life in things that pass away”. Sin is like “a stone before the entrance 
to your heart,” he said. “It keeps God’s light from entering in”. Better to 
choose Jesus, “the true light”, over “the glitter of wealth, career, pride 
and pleasure”.

The courage to look up

Pope Francis then returned to the image of the women at the tomb: 
“frightened, their faces bowed to the ground”, as the Gospel tells us. 
“They did not have the courage to look up”, said the Pope, reminding 
us how often we do the same thing. “Glum and closed up within 
ourselves, we feel in control”, he said, “for it is easier to remain alone in 
the darkness of our heart than to open ourselves to the Lord”. Only He 
can raise us up, said Pope Francis, going on to quote American poet, 
Emily Dickinson: “We never know how high we are. Till we are called 
to rise”. The Pope suggested we should ask ourselves: “Am I gazing at 
graveyards, or looking for the Living One?”.

With Him we will rise again

“Easter teaches us that believers do not linger at graveyards”, added 
Pope Francis, “for they are called to go forth to meet the Living One”. 
Which is why we need to ask where we ourselves are going in our 
lives. “Sometimes we go only in the direction of our problems”, he 
said, “we keep seeking the Living One among the dead…digging up 
regrets, reproaches, hurts and dissatisfactions, without letting the 
Risen One change us”.

Pope Francis’ final invitation was to ask for the grace “not to be carried 
by the current, the sea of our problems…not to run aground on the 
shoals of sin or crash on the reefs of discouragement and fear”.  “Let 
us seek Him in all things and above all things”, concluded the Pope, 
because “with Him, we will rise again”.

20/04/2019

Pope Francis’ homily at Easter Vigil Mass: 20/04/2019

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-04/pope-francis-
easter-vigil-homily.html

Ed Note: Due to our publication date it is not always possible to provide 
current Easter articles – We hope you enjoy this from Easter 2019.
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A Plethora of PREPS!
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EVERGREENS’ REPORT

CALENDAR 2020 - JANUARY TO JUNE

Friday 28th February Mass & Meeting – 9.15 AM
 Guest Speaker – Gabe Denemark
 Subject – National Broadband network

Thursday 12th March Morning Melodies -  Ringwood Club
 “Blarney Irish Due” – 10.30 AM

Friday 27th March Mass & Meeting – 9.15 AM
 Guest Speaker – Brian O’Halloran

Friday 24th April Mass & Meeting – 9.15 AM
 “Make It, Bake It, Grow It”

Wednesday 6th May Morning Melodies – Mitcham Hotel
 “Col Perkins – Classic Country”

Friday 29th May Mass & Meeting - 9.15 AM

Friday 12th June Bingo or Trivia

Friday 26th June Mass & Meeting 9.15 AM

For Social Outing Enquiries: 
Shirley 9870.1396    Barbara  9722.9846
General Enquiries:   Jean  9876.2204

As our year gets underway, we would like to invite you to join us at our meet-
ings or social outings.  Please see our calendar for the first half of the year. 
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A ‘eaven of Evergreens

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au
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Christmas PHOTOS
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Tolkien’s DEEP CATHOLIC FAITH
Fantasy writer J.R.R. Tolkien, best known for The Hobbit and The Lord 
of the Rings, has very few published works that explicitly reference his 
Catholic faith.

Tolkien commented on his popular series, “The Lord of the Rings is of 
course a fundamentally religious and Catholic work; unconsciously so 
at first, but consciously in the revision.” However, the presence of his 
Catholic faith in his published stories was primarily subtle, something 
underneath the surface that acted as a firm foundation.

This is why it was surprising for Tolkien scholar Wayne Hammond to 
discover a poem that was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. It 
was originally published in the 1936 annual of Our Lady’s School in 
Oxfordshire and simply entitled, “Noel.”

According to Our Lady’s headteacher Stephen Oliver in an interview 
for The Guardian, “Noel is a beautiful and unusual take on the 
Christmas story, set in a wintry landscape. The focus is on Mary, which 
may be why Tolkien wrote the poem for the school magazine, given 
that we are dedicated to Our Lady.”

Noel

Grim was the world and grey last night:

The moon and stars were fled,

The hall was dark without song or light,

The fires were fallen dead.

The wind in the trees was like to the sea,

And over the mountains’ teeth

It whistled bitter-cold and free,

As a sword leapt from its sheath.

The lord of snows upreared his head;

His mantle long and pale

Upon the bitter blast was spread

And hung o’er hill and dale.

The world was blind, the boughs were bent,

All ways and paths were wild:

Then the veil of cloud apart was rent,

And here was born a Child.

The ancient dome of heaven sheer

Was pricked with distant light;

A star came shining white and clear

Alone above the night.

In the dale of dark in that hour of birth

One voice on a sudden sang:

Then all the bells in Heaven and Earth

Together at midnight rang.

Mary sang in this world below:

They heard her song arise

O’er mist and over mountain snow

To the walls of Paradise,

And the tongue of many bells was stirred

in Heaven’s towers to ring

When the voice of mortal maid was heard,

That was mother of Heaven’s King.

Glad is the world and fair this night

With stars about its head,

And the hall is filled with laughter and light,

And fires are burning red.

The bells of Paradise now ring

With bells of Christendom,

And Gloria, Gloria we will sing

That God on earth is come. 

By Philip Kosloski

When I came across this poem, although it is set in an English Winter 
landscape it resonated with me as one that with a few changes of words, 
could easily have been set in our fires landscape of December 2019.  I 
hope you enjoy it.  Ed

Thank you to Aleteia for permission to reprint. https://aleteia.org/
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Some of you know Tina’s sister Pauline who has been 
unwell for some time now and needs constant nursing 
care, due to the nature of her illness. Her indomitable 
spirit keeps her going and here she is celebrating her 
birthday surrounded by her siblings.  Know that you are 
not forgotten Pauline and lots of prayers and good vibes 
head your way every day!

Pauline’s  BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
12 JUNE 2016

~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne
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Last October I was privileged to 
participate in The Catholic Project’s 
panel discussion “Shepherds of a 
Wounded Flock: How Our Priests See 
the Crisis.” The event highlighted one 
group often unmentioned in the 

fallout from abuse scandals: priests. Not the abuser priests, 
of course, but the faithful priests — those who continue to labor in the 
vineyard, in the midst of the world’s scorn and the faithful’s justified 
anger. These men are at the point of the spear, continuing the Church’s 
work in the midst of a cynical and scornful public.

All members of the Church suffer from scandal. But these priests 
experience a deeper shame, pain and anger than others in the mystical 
body of Christ for the simple reason that they have a closer relationship 
to the abusers and enablers. It is their brother priests (and bishops) who 
abused the faithful, betrayed the Church, and left them to clean up the 
mess. They have to fight the discouragement of knowing that their work 
for the Gospel has been undermined by the very men who should have 
supported them. They suffer the added fear that they themselves might 
be falsely accused and perhaps go unsupported.

The suffering of these priests and their need for encouragement is central 
to Cardinal Gerhard Müller’s new book You Shall Be a Blessing: Twelve 
Letters on the Priesthood.

The former prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
intends the book not just for priests but for “everyone who loves the 
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.” For that reason, he chose the literary 
genre of the letter, which “allows the personal and the factual to be more 
easily combined.”

Each chapter/letter is addressed to “Confreres” (“brother priests” is a 
clumsy phrase in English, but it does not convey the intended personal 
tone) and “Fellow Christians.”

In fact, throughout the book the cardinal only occasionally speaks in a 
personal voice. Every so often he sets aside the theologian’s reserve and 
speaks bluntly about the current state of affairs. (About the Church’s 
detractors: “Any ignoramus can irritate us with scandals from the Church’s 
history, even if all he can do is just repeat a few catchphrases about them.” 
About bourgeois priests: “Some are no longer to be recognized by their 
clerical dress but rather by their markedly tasteless clothes and poor 
social skills.”)

In the main, however, he is not given to a casual, personal tone (“paraenetic 
admonishments,” for example, which means “moral correction,” is not 
quite a household phrase).

At the heart of the book is this: “Priests deserve clear words of 
encouragement from the superior and supreme ecclesiastical authority.” 
They do not benefit from the “paternalism and public reprimand” they 
sometimes receive. Cardinal Müller clearly intends to provide this 
encouragement, but in his own way. His real interest is the theology of 
the priesthood. Indeed, he seems incapable of not putting out into the 
theological deep — which is not such a bad trait. In fact, we could use 
more of it.

What Cardinal Müller provides is a distinctly theological encouragement. 
His former colleague Cardinal Robert Sarah has spoken about the 
identity crisis in the priesthood. Cardinal Müller shares that insight and 
provides a much-needed confirmation of the priest’s identity, of what 
the priesthood is. Others might prefer psychological, sociological or 

procedural insights meant to console or encourage. But they do little 
to improve priestly morale because they fail to touch on the priesthood 
itself.

Cardinal Müller returns to the fonts of the priesthood, to its theological 
and dogmatic foundations, the surest source for true consolation and 
strengthening. The anti-dogmatic mindset so prevalent in the Church today 
lacks the strength to respond to the scandals and to encourage priests.

The Catholic priesthood is a theological reality. Like everything else, it 
has psychological, sociological and institutional dimensions. But it is 
ultimately a reality that comes from God, not man, and is ordered toward 
God, not the world. Its crisis requires a theological response.

Getting this right is important for the entire Church. Confusion about the 
priesthood is not an isolated issue, neatly contained in one area of the 
Church. As Cardinal Müller puts it, “the sacramentality of the Church is 
present in a condensed form in the sacramental priesthood.” This means 
that an error about the priesthood signals an error about the Church; 
to neglect the dogmatic truth about the priesthood means to forget 
the truth about the Church. The identity crisis in the priesthood signals 
a deeper, broader confusion about the Church herself and, of course, 
about Christ.

To correct this, the cardinal provides a welcome and strong voice against 
today’s anti-dogmatism. He speaks of the “right to dogmatic truth and 
moral clarity.” When “the dogmatic rug is pulled from under the feet of the 
priesthood, the ethics and spirituality of this ministry hangs in the air.” As 
such, Cardinal Müller spends a significant amount of time reviewing the 
Council of Trent’s teaching on the priesthood. Now, this might seem like 
a distraction, given all that’s transpired since then. But if you want solid 
theological grounding for the priesthood, Trent is the place to find it. It was 
at that council, in response to the Reformation’s rejection of the priesthood, 
that the Church most clearly articulated what the priesthood is.

Perhaps Trent’s most important teaching on the priesthood is its 
rejection of Martin Luther’s reduction of the priest to a “functionary.” In 
fact, ordination impresses an indelible mark on a man. It confers a sacra 
potestas (sacred power) by which he can offer the Sacrifice of the Mass 
and forgive sins.

The priest is set apart from others precisely so that he can be for others. 
Without a sense of this difference, a priest loses his way — and takes 
the faithful with him. This occurs most obviously and most often in the 
liturgy. Without a sense of this difference, of his sacra potestas, the priest 
becomes just a delegate, facilitator or prayer leader. The Mass loses its 
vertical dimension and becomes an earthbound reality. He begins to 
think that it is his … and that kind of thinking begins to infect his entire 
view of the priesthood.

In the absence of dogma real clericalism sneaks in. There is no longer any 
check on the priest. It is the supernatural origin and end of the priesthood 
that keeps a man from seeing it as his own possession or privilege. Priests 
have been set aside and entrusted with a great dignity for the good of others.

Without knowledge and a lived sense of this service, a priest will quite 
naturally come to see his own place as a worldly reality and thus he will 
act like a worldling. It is the Church’s enduring dogma that provides a way 
out of our confusion and real consolation for priests and laity alike.

Father Paul Scalia is a priest of the Diocese of Arlington Virginia.

https://www.ncregister.com.  Father Paul Scalia© 2019 EWTN News, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission from the National Catholic Register.

Books - TWELVE LETTERS ON 
THE PRIESTHOOD
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Schoolies 2020

Ted ready to start at St Thomas’ Blackburn ably supported by brother Angus.

Schoolies – Chloe  - Jade Atkins daughter 
Grandaughter of Adrian and Julie Atkins

Oscar Konynenburg – Ready to start his first day in Year 7 at 
Warrandyte High School.

Angela Kirwans’ Grandson Ted
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Congratulations Sue !
CONGRATULATIONS and every best wish to Swinitha (Sue) Ferdinando 
celebrating her 80th Birthday.  Maurice and Swinitha are long time 
parishioners of Holy Spirit Parish.  They did go “off the rails” for some 
years when they lived in Blackburn however, they recognized the 
error of their ways and returned home to us last year.

 

We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
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lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
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Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries
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A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.

2 SEPTEMBER 2013
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au

Check this website to see the message Christina Gallagher 

said Our Lady gave her on February 28th 2019.  

www.christinagallagher.org

A Message of Our 
        Lady to Christina
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Quarter page new ad to replace Rheom Travel 
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Ch i l d r e n s Pa g e
Easter is the most important Christian celebration. It commemorates 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ three days after his crucifixion.

The tradition to offer eggs dates back to antiquity. Romans and 
Egyptians offered painted eggs in the spring 
because they were symbols of life and 
rebirth !

Today, it is also (and above all) the 
opportunity to offer his children 
chocolate eggs, bells and 
bunnies.

The city of Rio de Janeiro with in foreground the statue of Christ the Redeemer
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This is Your LIFE
My name is Louise Rigo; I am a member of the Evergreens since Feb-
ruary 2006, since we moved to Ringwood North.

We made good friends in this group, had great support from the Ever-
greens during my husbands illness.

I am grateful for that.

I was born in Hungary, had a happy secure childhood, but that 
changed dramatically after 1945 when my family was forced to leave 
Kassa , my birth city, simply because we were Hungarians.

Moving to Hungary meant that the extended family got spread 
around the country.

I matriculated in June 1956, started working as a bookkeeper on July 
1st and worked until March 1956, when our first son was born.

We were married on 19th August 1954.

We escaped communist Hungry in December 1956, spent four months 
in a refugee camp, and left Europe on the first of April for Australia.

Travelled around Africa, because the Suez was closed and arrived in 
Melbourne on tenth of May.  Had one month in Bonegilla.

The first few years were difficult.  My husband had to learn English.  He 
was fluent in German, French and Latin, but not English.

He had a variety of jobs until he was able to get a position at the Aus-
tin Hospital Pathology.  He was there for well over two years.  From 
the Austin he started at the Royal Melbourne, where he established
the genetics department.  He worked there until 1970.

He started a GP practise in Doncaster.  We worked together until 1985.

Those were the best years of our lives.  We have three children.  

Steven, who has been Parish Priest at Greensborough, since 2002.  

Tom who has been working for Ventura Bus Company for 32 years, 
and Andrea, our baby, works at Woolworths.

I have five grandchildren and three great grandchildren.

My beloved husband passed away nine years ago.

I miss him very much, but life goes on.

Besides the Evergreens, I belong to two Hungarian Seniors clubs and 
have been volunteering for the past five years at the Hungarian Aged 
Care Centre.

I am grateful for what life has given me.

Thank you Louise for allowing us the privilege of sharing your brave 
and beautiful story with us.  Sharing our personal story is not an easy 
thing to do, but it is so important for these personal stories to be told 

and remembered for the generations that follow.  We cannot learn 
anything from a history we do not know.

https://www.britannica.com/place/Kosice

Košice, German Kaschau, Hungarian Kassa, city, eastern Slovakia. It lies 
on the Hornád River, south of Prešov.

Košice originated in the 9th century and was chartered in 1241. In the late 
Middle Ages it was one of the 24 trading settlements of the Polish-Slovak 
frontier, in which immigrant German merchants were prominent. In 1660 
Benedict Kischdy, the Hungarian bishop of Eger, founded a university at 
Košice that was later suppressed by the Austrians. There are remnants of 
the city’s stout 17th-century fortifications, built as a defense against the 
Turks; particularly well preserved are the Hangman’s Bastion, now a mu-
seum, and the Mikluš Prison. The long medieval street known as Hlavná 
Ulica is still the centre of the city. Along it stand the great Gothic Cathe-
dral of St. Elizabeth, St. Michael’s Chapel, Levoča House (the former ware-
house of the trading-settlement merchants), and several other churches 
and palaces.

Košice developed rapidly after it became a part of Czechoslovakia in 
1920. In 1938 the city was occupied by the Hungarians; after liberation 
in 1945, it became the first seat of the postwar Czechoslovakian govern-
ment and of the Slovak National Council. Šafařík University (1959) and 
several scientific and research institutes were founded in the city in the 
decades after World War II. Since 1945 Košice’s population has more than 
doubled, and the city is now the political, economic, and cultural centre 
of southeastern Slovakia.
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W E ’ V E  R E B R A N D E D

Same professional team 

Same amazing outcomes 

Just a new look and feel

Ringwood                 
27 Wantirna Road
Ringwood, 3134
(03) 9870 1301

Knox
5A/426 Burwood Hwy
Wantirna Sth, 3152
(03) 9887 2233

www.footlabplus.com.au

  

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  without repeating any.
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Around THE PARISH

Children preparing for First Reconciliation

Recently we asked for some help with our Setup steward rosters. These 
are the people who make sure the Church is presented well for our 
Masses and we needed a couple more people to help. Immediately 
after Mass 11 year old Jimmy Volombello came up to us and said he 
and his Mum would join the roster. We said had he asked Mum and he 
said she was O.K with his plan. Thank you, Jim, you are a great example 
of this parish’s generosity.

Thank you Alec………….

Many years ago Alec Staples kindly built and donated a magnificent 
aluminium platform to the Parish to use for Easter functions, the 
fete, Christmas Carols etc. Eventually   our needs changed and we 
no longer required this platform. On a recent Saturday morning, 
Silvio, Dominic and Mark helped Nick load the platform onto his 
truck and bade it farewell. Thank you Alec for your generosity.
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Easter CELEBRATION
Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 
We are the Easter people and hallelujah is 
our song.” - Pope John Paul II 

“If man had his way, the plan of 
redemption would be an endless and 
bloody conflict. In reality, salvation 
was bought not by Jesus’ fist, but by 
His nail-pierced hands; not by muscle 
but by love; not by vengeance but by 
forgiveness; not by force but by sacrifice. 
Jesus Christ our Lord surrendered in 
order that He might win; He destroyed 
His enemies by dying for them and 
conquered death by allowing death to 
conquer Him.” - A.W. Tozer

Easter says you can put truth in a grave, 
but it won’t stay there.” - Clarence W. Hall 

God loves each of us as if there were 
only one of us.” - St. Augustine 
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COLLECTION NOTICE
For information on the

Parish’s policies regarding
information collection and

privacy please refer to
www.holyspiritparish.org.au

ADVERTISING IN 
THE SPIRIT MAGAZINE 

If you would like the opportunity to support the 
Holy Spirit Parish and increase your business’s 

exposure, then advertise in The Spirit magazine. 
Come and join the other businesses from our local 
community who are benefiting from advertising in 

this magazine. The advertising rates (excluding GST) 
are: 

$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size

$250 Half width page half page size

For more information contact the 
Parish House on 9876 3717.

Save The DATE!



FRIDAY 20th MARCH 2020 
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Pope Francis denounces ‘rigidity’ as he warns of Christian decline

Pope Francis has said that “rigidity” in living out the Christian faith 
is creating a “minefield” of hatred and misunderstanding in a world 
where Christianity is increasingly irrelevant.

Francis called for Vatican bureaucrats to instead embrace change 
during his annual Christmas greetings to the cardinals, bishops and 
priests who work in the Holy See, on Saturday (local time).

Francis’ message appeared aimed at conservative and traditionalist 
Catholics, including within the Vatican Curia, who have voiced 
increasing opposition to his progressive-minded papacy. Their 
criticisms have accelerated over the past year, amid Vatican financial 
and sex abuse scandals that may have predated Francis’ papacy but 
are nevertheless coming to light now.

 Pope Francis has rigidity that “rigidity” in living out the Christian 
faith is creating a “minefield” of hatred and misunderstanding. (AP)

Francis issued a stark reality check to the men in the Sala Clementina 
of the Apostolic Palace, acknowledging that Christianity no longer 
holds the commanding presence and influence in society that it 
once did.

He cited the late Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, a leader of the 
progressive wing of the Catholic Church, who in his final interview 
before dying in 2012 lamented that the church found itself “200 
years behind” because of its inbred fear of change.

“Today we are no longer the only ones that produce culture, no 
longer the first nor the most listened to,” Francis told the prelates.

“The faith in Europe and in much of the West is no longer an obvious 
presumption but is often denied, derided, marginalised and 
ridiculed.”

As a result, he urged the Catholic hierarchy to embrace the necessary 
pastoral reforms and outlook that will make the church attractive so 
that it can fulfill its mission to spread the faith.

Francis’ message appeared aimed at conservative and traditionalist 
Catholics, including within the Vatican Curia, who have voiced 
increasing opposition to his progressive-minded papacy. (PA)

“Here we have to beware of the temptation of 
assuming a rigid outlook,” Francis said.

“Rigidity that is born from fear of change and 
ends up disseminating stakes and obstacles in 
the ground of the common good, turning it into 
a minefield of misunderstanding and hatred.”

He recalled, as he has in the past, that people 
who take rigid positions are usually using 
them to mask their own problems, scandals or 
“imbalances”.

“Rigidity and imbalance fuel one another in a 
vicious circle,” he said.

“And these days, the temptation to rigidity has 
become so apparent.”

Traditionalist Catholics have denounced Francis’ 
emphasis on mercy and openness to doctrinal 
wiggle room on issues such as sacraments for 
divorced and civilly remarried Catholics.

Francis issued a stark reality check to the men in the Sala Clementina 
of the Apostolic Palace, acknowledging that Christianity no longer 
holds the commanding presence and influence in society that it 
once did. (EPA)

They also sharply criticised his recent synod on the Amazon, which 
called for the ordination of married men as priests, and what they 
considered pagan worship of an Amazonian statue of a pregnant 
woman that was featured during the meeting.

Francis has defended his outlook and priorities as a reflection of the 
Gospel, and the axiom that the true tradition of the church is one of 
a continuous, discerned path of change.

“Tradition is not static, it’s dynamic,” he said Saturday.

In a tangible sign of change, Francis issued a new decree Saturday 
limiting the term of the dean of the College of Cardinals, an 
influential job that had previously been held for life.

Francis accepted the resignation of the current dean, Cardinal 
Angelo Sodano, and decreed that going forward, the future top 
cardinal would only have a five-year renewable term.

Sodano had been the powerful secretary of state under St John Paul 
II, and was blamed in part for the Vatican’s refusal to crack down on 
pedophile priests, including the notorious Rev Marcial Maciel.

Sodano, 92, continued to wield behind-the-scenes influence in the 
two papacies that followed, acting most recently as something of a 
beacon for conservative opposition to Francis.

As dean, he delivered his final Christmas greeting to Francis on 
Saturday.

https://apple.news/AXlc7Yhx1S7O6h1BNVLWu4w
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        Welcome to 
PlenaryPost
In October 2020, the Catholic Church in Australia will gather for the 
first Plenary Council to be held since the second Vatican Council. In 
2018, the entire People of God in Australia began preparing for this 
historic moment by listening to God, by listening to one another’s 
stories of faith.

More than 222,000 people participated in listening and dialogue 
encounters and contributed 17,457 submissions during the first 
stage of preparation for the Australian Plenary Council. The voices of 
the faithful help all of us to understand something of the historical 
experience and the current reality of the Catholic Church in Australia. 
This gathered data also reveals some deeper hopes and questions, 
and the diverse yearnings, that we are now challenged to consider 
together. The National Themes for Discernment named below are 
inspired by the data and call us toward the future.

Now that we are in the Discernment phase, we continue to seek the 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit.

 This period for Listening and Discernment will be open indefinitely. 
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/

Bob & Mary Bresnan’s Grandchildren - Kane Grade 2 & Sadie Prep – 
St Annes

Anthony and Megan Bresnan with the Schoolies 
and Paige who started Kinder.

Evie with Big Brother looking after her.

Schoolies 2020
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Themes of the Plenary Council

Learn with leading scholars and 
experts
Reverend Associate Professor Michael 
Kelly (Yarra Theological Union), 
Ms Catherine Jenkins (Diocese of 
Sandhurst), Very Reverend Dr Kevin 
Lenehan (Catholic Theological 
College), Associate Professor Robyn 
Horner (ACU), Reverend Associate 
Professor Orm Rush (ACU).

Course dates
Wednesday 4, 11,18 and 25 March 
2020

Time
6pm (for 6.30pm start) to 8pm.

Venue
Christ Lecture Theatre,  
ACU Melbourne campus,  
115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy, 3065

Cost
$60 per person (attendance only). 
 

$100 per person (includes a 
Certificate of Participation for 
accreditation purposes).

Free for all current ACU staff and 
students (not requiring a Certificate 
of Participation).

Accreditation
This Course has been approved 
for 6 hrs towards “Accreditation to 
Teach in a Catholic School” (4 hrs for 
Category A and 2 hrs for Category C).

Topics
• Missionary and evangelising
• Open to conversation, renewal and 

reform
• Humble, healing and merciful
• Inclusive, participatory and 

synodal

Register by
Friday 28 February 2020

Information and registration
acu.edu.au/short-courses-
melbourne

Disclaimer (January 2020): Information correct at time 
of printing. The University reserves the right to amend, 
cancel or otherwise modify the content without notice.
Short courses are available twice a year in Adelaide, 
Canberra, Brisbane, Melbourne, and Strathfield. Short 
courses do not offer university credit.

Envisioning  
the Church  
of the future
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Prep (Foundation) 
WELCOME MASS
This year’s Prep (Foundation) Welcome Mass was held on Sunday 
23February at 5pm mass.

There was a great turn out of new and returning families gathering to 
celebrate the start of school life for their precious children.

Fr Peter O’Rourke was the presider and parent volunteers assisted with 
liturgical ministries. Vibrant music enlivened the mass and teachers 
& parish representatives attended in support. The children received 
a gift of a holy card and medal. Special thanks to Mary Yeo (parish 
hospitality) and Meg Collins for cooking all the delicious sausages (50 
trays!!), for the P&F helpers organising the many loaves of bread and 
the student leaders for serving with a smile.

Our parish community warmly welcomes these beautiful children and 
families. We look forward to sharing the time ahead with you - may 
you be richly blessed in the journey.
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Social justice is not a spectator sport
It is both tempting and risky to name significant events as 
watersheds in their effect on public attitudes. Tempting, because 
they have such immediate impact; risky because in many cases 
nothing seems to change. 

With that qualification, later Australian historians may see the 
bushfires as a turning point in people’s attitudes to the environment 
and to what they demand of politicians. At a more abstract level, 
too, they may mark a shift in the way we think about social justice. 
As we commemorate the International Day of Social Justice on the 
20th of February, leading to the Catholic Social Justice Council 
conference, this bears reflection.

Thought about social justice has developed over many centuries, 
as can be seen even in a broad and vastly over-simplified 
summary. In the pre-modern world justice was set in the context 
of relationships between individual persons. It explored what was 
due to and from people in their relationships, taking account of 
the differences in status of the parties from commoners to kings, 
women to men, adults to children, and slaves to free. Today the 
ways in which their conclusions reflected the unspoken values of 
their societies are evident.

Thought about social justice as we know it developed in the 
nineteenth century when theorists like Karl Marx responded to 
the appalling conditions of the poor by demonstrating the power 
of institutions and public attitudes that perpetuated poverty and 
locked in wealth. Reflection about justice then needed to take 
into account not only the persons involved but the ‘it’: the social 
structures that shaped their relationships and often denied the 
dignity of the poor.

As Catholic reflection on such topics as war, labour relationships, 
regulation of large corporations and the treatment of refugees 
developed, it insisted on the inalienable dignity of each person 
made and the importance of personal responsibility, but set 
this dignity in the context of the institutional relationships that 
affirmed or denied it. This led to the recognition of social as well as 
personal rights. Their extent and importance are disputed among 
Catholics as well as in the larger society. Some still see justice 
primarily in terms of personal relationships; others give greater 
importance to the institutional relationships that implicitly affirm 
or deny personal dignity.

More recently the ecological crisis has pointed to a further set of 
relationships that shape us as persons, societies and world citizens. 
These are our relationships with the natural world of which we are 
part, and particularly with the non-human and inanimate world. 
The bushfires have burned into our consciousness that our world 
is threatened by global warming, and that we are unlikely to pass 
on to our descendants a nurturing and fruitful place. This threat 
arises from uncontrolled exploitation of the world for private gain, 
and is fed by the failure of political leaders to take it seriously.

‘Thinking about social justice is not a spectator sport. It involves 
personal reflection on how far its insistence on respect for the 
dignity of persons and of the natural world are embodied in our 
personal relationships and practices, in the working relationships 

and practices in our own institutions, and in our relationships with 
the public world and its institutions.’

This reality underlies the further development of reflection on 
social justice to embrace our personal, communal and institutional 
relationships with the world, our home. Catholic reflection on 
social justice has been supercharged by Pope Francis, who in his 
encyclical Laudato Si declared the Cry of the Poor and the Cry of 
the Earth to be central to faith. He also insisted that neither could 
be addressed simply by technological fixes but required personal 
conversion to see the world as gift to be respected, a home, and 
not as a prison or a mine.

In Catholic thinking about social justice, the future challenge is 
to hold together the three calls revealed in its history. The first 
dimension is always to focus on the inalienable dignity of each 
human person within community. This implies both standing with 
people whose dignity is violated and insisting that people are 
not isolated and competitive individuals but are defined by the 
relationships in communities.

The second call is to respect the dignity of each human being 
within all the group and institutional relationships that shape our 
lives — in work, migration, international relationships, economic 
settings, freedom of speech and of religion, respect for diversity 
and so on. This involves standing with people whose dignity 
is violated institutionally, and insisting that governments and 
institutions and their representatives be accountable for what 
they do.

The third call is to respect the dignity of each human being and 
of all beings, seeing them in their interconnections, personal, 
institutional and ecological. This involves considering the effect 
for good or ill upon the world of the way all human enterprises are 
conducted, including those in which we have a part.

Thinking about social justice is not a spectator sport. It involves 
personal reflection on how far its insistence on respect for the 
dignity of persons and of the natural world are embodied in our 
personal relationships and practices, in the working relationships 
and practices in our own institutions, and in our relationships with 
the public world and its institutions.

That challenge can be faced as a burden, and wielded against 
others like the scythe of the Grim Reaper. If so it will not be met. 
It must be nurtured by developing a vision of a splendid and 
interrelated world whose health will lighten, not darken our lives. 
That sense is found in the theme of the Catholic Social Justice 
Conference: ‘serving communities with courage and compassion’.

Andrew Hamilton is consulting editor of Eureka Street. He will co-
present a workshop on eco-justice during the Catholic Social Services 
Conference ‘Serving Communities with Courage and Compassion’ 
with Dr Bronwyn Lay, Ecological Justice Coordinator for Jesuit Social 
Services.

We acknowledge and thank Andrew Hamilton and Eureka Street for 
allowing us to reprint. www.eurekastreet.com.au



HOLY SPIRIT PARISH        EASTER SERVICES 2020 

Tuesday 7 April  7pm Combined Parishes Reconciliation at  

      St Anne’s 

EASTER TRIDUUM at Holy Spirit Church 

Thursday 9 April   7.30pm Mass of the Last Supper 

Friday 10 April   10am Stations of the Cross 

      3pm Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  

Saturday 11 April  7.30pm Easter Vigil                                                                   
      (including lighting of the Easter Fire and adult reception into Church) 

Sunday 12 April  9am Easter Mass 
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