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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL INVOLVED IN THE WINTER SHELTER PROGRAM

We give thanks Lord for the roof above our heads, a warm beds, good food and people who care.

Homelessness Week 2019
Homelessness Week is an annual week coordinated by Homelessness 
Australia to raise awareness of people experiencing homelessness, 
the issues they face and the action needed to achieve enduring 
solutions. Homelessness Week came about from various churches 
and missions running winter vigils to remember people who had 
died on the streets. These vigils were normally held in August as it is 
the coldest time of the year and when most people were likely to be 
overcome by the elements. Over the years, more churches became 
involved and in 2007 Homelessness Australia (then the Australian 
Federations of Housing Organisations AFHO) began coordinating it as 
a national awareness week.

In 2019, Homelessness Week is the 4th -10th August with a theme 
“Housing Ends Homelessness’’.

Become Involved
In keeping with this theme, in 2019 Homelessness Australia is 
encouraging the community to get active as citizens to call on 
political leaders to make the changes needed to end homelessness.
You can organise community events and invite an MP or Senator to 
join you, or go and visit your MP in homelessness week to tell them 
about the issue of homelessness in your community.We will provide 
information to support your MP engagement activities and lobbying 
in Homelessness Week, including discussion points for the meeting, 
and material to leave behind that outlines what we want MPs to do.

We encourage you to connect people participating in Homelessness 
Week to the Everybody’s Home campaign calling for national action to 
end homelessness. You can find the campaign at everybodyshome.com.
au; on Twitter at @_everybodyshome and on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/EverybodysHomeCampaign/.

Why you should care about youth 
homelessness
Homelessness can be a traumatic, dangerous and isolating experience. 
Young people without a safe place to spend the night may be forced into 
unsafe housing, someone else’s couch or, in some cases, out on the street.

A young person’s mental health, ability to gain employment and education 
and physical health can be severely impacted by homelessness. There are 
also ongoing, long-term economic and social costs.

These young people are a part of the future of our country. We need 
to keep them safe so they can fulfill their potential.

Recently released ABS figures show an 11 per cent increase in the 
number of people experiencing homelessness in Victoria on Census 
night in 2016: 24,817 Victorians.  Two of every five Victorians counted 
as homeless are under 25 years old

For more information about homelessness in Victoria and how you may 
be able to assist - Go to websites of Catholic Social Services, St Vincent de 
Paul, Jesuit Social Services to name a few.

Photo’s by Ian Stuart

And we thought it only happened in poor countries?
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Thank You from the Editor
Indeed, thank God, we finally got this edition “on the streets”.  

The behind the scenes drama’s associated with bringing The Spirit to 
life each quarter could provide great fodder for a “Soapie”.  I personally 
think it is proof positive that God has a sense of humour and mischief.  

We have had a particularly troubled “birth” this time, as Denice our 
stalwart Graphics designer who makes it look good was out of action 
with a very bad back. 

The usual gremlins arrived and hid files, corrupted files, and despite 
having the computer Doctor come and fix my PC, all did not go 
smoothly.

One could perhaps look to the editor and consider small imperfections 
such as impatience – if it doesn’t work the first time – Just keep hitting 
the key – Any key!

It just might get it working.  If all else fails, switch the machine off and 
try again – 

And, worst case scenario, go and have a cup of tea, because throwing 
the computer through the upstairs window would create a scene and 
would not be a story I would like my grandchildren to hear.

A person of lesser vanity might consider incompetence – but then, why 
would you want to go there?

We’re late, it’s late, and my server has just gone down as I try to send the 
final Draft with edits, and the three files of “missed items”!

“Ya gotta keep larfin”, it’s the only way to get through life!

Now to the serious business of thanking everyone who contributes to 
our magazine; too many to name individually, but know that everyone 
one of you and your assistance is always appreciated and never taken 
for granted.  

Those who write articles, those who find articles, those who so 
graciously give their permission to reprint articles, to Ian Stuart who 
trawls through thousands of photo’s to see if he has one I need – those 
who type, those who deliver – the list goes on – It’s a community, 
serving a community.

Which is a great Segway into volunteering – studies show 
overwhelmingly that people who volunteer are generally, healthier 
and happier people than those who don’t – Why not give it a try?  Find 
an area that you are interested in, look up websites – check out all our 
wonderful organizations within the Church, or your local Council and 
Libraries – There is an opportunity awaiting everyone.

Don’t over commit – Just do what YOU can manage – And, tell us about 
the experience for our September edition.

Don’t forget RECONCILIATION WEEK – Take the time to read the 
information available   - Have the courage to question our version 
of history; if we cannot acknowledge the errors of our past, we are 
destined to repeat them, someone much wiser than me said that, or 
something like that  - but it’s too late for me to research it now.

Many thanks, Helen Konynenburg
The Spirit Magazine is published four times a year. 
Editor:  Helen Konynenburg         E-mail:  helen@konynenburg.com 
Publisher:  Minuteman Press Mitcham  Email:  mitcham@minutemanpress.com

Photo supplied by Ian Stuart

The contents of this magazine are printed in an effort to support community awareness 
and communication and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, our Parish 
Priest, or the people of the Holy Spirit Parish.  Average circulation 700 copies - Not for profit

NOW AVAILABLE IN FULL COLOUR ONLINE:  
http://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/TheSpiritMagazine.aspx

Printed by Minuteman Press Mitcham - Shop 2, 535 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham, Vic, 3132 
Phone: 9873 2888   www.mitcham.minutemanpress.com.au  
Closing date for next edition: TUESDAY 13 AUGUST, 2019

Focus for next Edition:  Holy Spirit Community Fete stories, Fathers Day, & your 
thoughts on the Winter Shelter Program
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24th February
Aramis RAZAVI, Parents Mohammad & 
Natacha
Emmi McCOWAN, Parents Matthew & 
Lena.  We have lived in the area for 6 
years.  Our two sons Henri & Luis attend 
Grades 1 & 2 at Holy Spirit Community 
School 
Ariane LA RIVE, Parents Joshua & Helen

10th March
Matthew HORKINGS, Parents Michael & 
Justine
Lucas TURK, Parents Paul & Emily

24th March
Marlee NENNA, Parents Damian & Leah
Willow WEBSTER, Parents John & Melanie
Madeleine LEE, Parents Thomas & Natasha

31st March
Leo BINION, Parents Shane & Rebecca
6th April
Evie PRICE, Parents Jack & Kate

7th April
Cooper MEISSNER, Parents Andrew 
& Tracey.  Andrew & Tracey Meisner 
presented Cooper for his Baptismal  
Welcoming  on 7 April.  They have just 
moved into our community and their 
new home  close to Holy Spirit and look 
forward to have their friends children 
playing in their new home

28th April
Lachlan UNWIN, Parents Mark & Emily

5th May
Harley & Ella JEMMESON, Parents Justin & 
Georgina
Charlotte KILLIAN, Parents Christopher & 
Nicole

26th May
Hannah BRUNO, Parents Anthony & 
Jennifer

GALLACE, Max Anthony Joseph, Parents 
Pino & Karina.  Karina received her 
sacraments here at Holy Spirit.  Her family 
has been a member of this Parish since its’ 
inception.

Around the Parish

Baptism Welcomings



Holy Spirit Magazine June 20194

Every day that I go to sit with Jude I see her suffering increase. Well that’s 
perhaps not true. What I experience is my observation of her increasing 
disability. In other words, in a sense my own suffering increases as I see 
her fall into a state of confusion. Yet she does suffer. She says to me at the 
dining table: “I want to go home!” By this I am sure she does not mean to 
return to our family home. Rather she means to return to a place of safety 
and even a place of meaning. In other words, I think she feels that she 
is adrift, floating in a turbulent sea where there are no signs of land, no 
beacons, no ships sailing by, not even a sea gull flying above her. She is 
lost and alone and wants refuge. She is certainly conscious that things are 
not right. She says: “I am sick, I don’t feel well.” She is not physically unwell. 
All her vital signs are good. If anything, she has put on a little weight. But 
she “doesn’t feel well!” What an amazing condition that must be, to not be 
ill, but to feel sick! All I can do is sit with her, hold her hand, brush her hair 
and play her beautiful messages from her children that she responds to 
with a smile.

Jude was such a strong woman. So independent in so many ways. That 
was not the case for many years of her youth when she struggled to 
discover herself in the strangling grip of her overbearing mother. But 
as she grew into adulthood, and especially after she had our kids, she 
emerged as an enigmatic lioness. 

I remember the time when she had definitely overcome her fear and 
deference to her tyrannical mother. She said she had “divorced” her 
mother and would not speak to her on the phone. We were living in Alice 
Springs and so in a sense she felt protected by the distance between 
Alice and Melbourne from the influence the presence of her mother once 
had on her. She wasn’t around the corner. Could not invade her space. 
One day her mother actually invaded! Without Jude knowing she flew 
to Alice and arrived on the front doorstep of our home. I was at work in 
the late afternoon when I received a phone call from Majella telling me 
that Nan was here – on the doorstep! I jumped in the car to go home and 
“save” Jude, as was (is) my way. As I drove up the hill about a kilometre 
from home, I saw Jude in the Gemini driving back to town with her 
mother in the passenger seat. I went on home where Jell told me that 
Jude would not let her mother into the house and was driving her back 
to a motel! What a woman! I thought about what I would have done in 
these circumstances. I’m sure I would have relented and allowed Joan in! 
But I would not be a better person than Jude for doing so. I might have 
thought I was at the time, because of my heightened sense of being kind 
and nice to others! But for Jude the things her mother had done to her 
and to her sister were unforgiveable – and at least in this confrontational 
situation she was not going to allow herself to become the little girl who 
was rolled over by her mother again. So, Jude showed me that one should 
not simply lie down and get steamrolled. One must fight and retain one’s 
integrity. Accepting suffering does not mean one should be supine. 

Jude’s strength was something she learned, something she had to fight 
for. She had been weak and she had suffered great hardship. Now she 
was strong. I admired her for her determination. The kids all got it from 
her. The love and affection they have for her is astounding. I think they 
perceive her vulnerability and he strength in equal measure and love her 
so much for both. 

I am writing this because I listened to The Minefield on ABC Radio National 
this week. Waleed Aly and Scott Stephens were talking about The Needs 
of the Soul – Hardship.  It’s worth a listen. It’s available on podcast on the 
ABC listen ap or look it up on google and listen on your computer. I hope 
you do. Waleed, who is a Muslim, spoke of how he was not feeling well. 
That was because he is fasting during the day in the month of Ramadan. 

He like Jude was feeling sick. But he has chosen to fast and accepted 
the pain associated with hardship.  This led to a discussion on the moral 
dilemma of suffering – we bear it because we think it is doing us good! 
Scott Stephens calls this a false consolation – thinking we suffer to get 
something out of it. You might think of training for a marathon – putting 
your body through agony in order to win the prize! Another example is 
how our modern society seems to want to eliminate suffering/hardship 
as far as possible. Even eliminate inconvenience – the need to do the 
dishes has become a hardship that we seek to avoid – throw away cups 
is the answer!

Their guest, theologian Jamie Parr, offers another view through his 
observations of traveling with those who are dying. He says the bearing 
of suffering by many he has accompanied is not bound up with “making 
me a better me” but with simply bearing the suffering and wanting to 
have someone with them on the journey. His view is that “life is framed 
by conditions we cannot avoid.” And he adds that there is “joy beating in 
the agony of life! “How good is that? 

It seems that suffering/hardship is a reminder of the limits of life. Suffering 
places us solidly within the framework of life on the planet where we 
observe suffering in every creature. We are forced to ask then why would 
it be any different for humans? What the three philosophers eventually 
discover is that suffering might be a skill that we have to learn and not 
seek to avoid. As Jamie Parr said: “Pay ourselves the respect of allowing 
ourselves to suffer.” He says we should face suffering with “courageous 
existential lucidity!” 

This week I put myself through some suffering. On Tuesday I went on a 
50-kilometre ride on my own. I pushed myself through a number of pain 
barriers because I want to be fit to ride 120 kilometres in three weeks with 
the kids on the Big Bike Ride. This was in a sense practice for suffering. On 
Thursday I went for another ride with Kane, this time only 30 kms. But we 
pushed hard and averaged 25.8 kph. I was sore, tired but satisfied. 

How does my “suffering” fit with the high-minded concepts outlined by 
the Minefield team? Well I think it’s because I know that I too am facing 
a painful demise and I want to take it on face to face. Not seek false 
consolation, but place myself in the bosom of suffering by reaching out, 
bearing it as best I can and sharing the experience with others who are 
kind enough to offer to travel with me – the kids from O’Loughlin College 
and many others. In other words, live with it well, not seek to avoid it and 
remain positive throughout. Exactly as Jude is doing!

Suffering is not good or bad. It just is! And we need to learn to face it 
humbly and in solidarity with those close to us and with all creatures. 
Perhaps this is the moral purpose of suffering. 

I have often recounted the Moltmann theme that as he died on the cross 
Jesus felt abandoned by the Father. Herein lies the theology of kenosis 
– the final self-humbling of God. At the same time, I am reminded that 
some did not abandon Jesus, notably his mother and the other women 
who had travelled with him in his ministry. They had accompanied Jesus 
in his life through his agony, up to his death, right to the door of the open, 
empty tomb, where looking into the dark recess of that empty cave they 
beheld an inkling of the Mystery of all existence. And it lay in the bearing 
of suffering. 

Mike Bowden.        
We thank Mike for sharing the very personal journey he and his beloved 
Jude are travelling  _ You continue to inspire and provide comfort to those 
travelling a siimilar road.  Know that you are held in our hearts and prayers.

The Point Of Suffering
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Welcome 
Father Alexander Athanas (New Assistant Parish Priest) & Edward Teye (Deacon) 

We have a dedicated group of volunteers who go out in 
pairs, one pair each Sunday, to take Communion to Nursing 
Homes and private homes of those unable to come to Mass 
due to age or ill health.

We currently visit 3 nursing/group homes and two private 
residences. Other requests for Communion at home are 
handled by volunteers or Jacinta and Father during the 
week. We have 6 pairs of volunteers and 3 emergencies. We 
had 7 pairs at one stage but found that it was just a little too 
long between visits for training the new volunteers. Kevin 
O’Callaghan retired in October, after 12 years of dedicated 
service. 

Many thanks to our group of volunteers and may God bless 
them all.

PPC AGM REPORT
Sunday Home 

Communion Ministry
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Pastoral Planning is a primary role of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC). It 
is the action of the council leading the parish in planning for the future 
and organising itself for the mission of the Church.  The PPC now focuses 
solely on the long term direction of the parish. 

Since the last AGM, the PPC has:

• Published the vision for Holy Spirit Parish. 

• Completed an assessment of our parish against the ten values that 
make a missional parish.

• Agreed that the parish should focus on improving our weekend 
experience by implementing the four values of: Giving Priority to 
the Week end;  Hospitality;  Uplifting Music;  and Homilies.

• Completed a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 
(SWOT) analysis of Worship at Holy Spirit parish. 

The PPC is currently trying to prioritise the results of the Worship SWOT to 
include in our five year plan.  The PPC aims to conduct SWOT analyses on 
Fellowship (Community), Discipleship, Service, and Evangelisation over 
the remaining meetings this year.

Progress towards implementing the first four values has been slow, due 
primarily to the workload of the Parish Leadership Team.  However, I am 
pleased to report that the Choir has recently presented their vision and 
plans for music to the Parish Leadership Team. 

The term of the PPC will expire this year and will require election of a new 
executive.

I thank all members of the PPC for their contribution, interest, and 
perseverance over the past year. 

Also, we acknowledge the many wonderful people in our parish 
community – as evidenced in this annual report – who are involved, 
and do tremendous work, in the ongoing life and development of our 
community. Thank you very much for all your hard work, enthusiasm and 
generosity. 

Dominic North-Coombes

2018 saw the installation of a new parish priest at our school and parish. 
Fr Joe moved on after a little over seven years at our school and was 
replaced by Fr Jose Joseph.

The school leadership team (SLT) also undertook training with an 
internationally accredited coach, Mary Amohanga. Mary worked with 
individuals on the team as well as the collective to assist with building 
leadership capacity. In turn this opened up opportunities to have SLT 
members work more independently with staff members. One of the 
outcomes of this was that Student Services leader Melinda Buscema 
worked very closely with teacher aides. She developed role descriptions 
with them as well as building teaching and learning skills. This work 
benefited not only the individuals but students as well. As a part of her 
role Melinda also undertook further training in a model that will assist in 
teaching behaviour skills to our students. (Berry Street model). A review 
of the team in the second half of the year led to several changes.

Staff capacity was also a theme with targeted PD provided by Ron 
Ritchhart. His ‘growth mindset’ focus has been an ongoing target for 
teaching staff. The aim being that all teachers will eventually complete 
the course and three more staff completed this at the beginning of the 
year.

Our P&F continued to provide community building opportunities 
as well as providing fund raising for school facilities. This work under 
Belinda Semos’ guidance was greatly appreciated. Kylie Pappadopolous 
continued as school board chair and led this group magnificently. 
Their focus was on understanding the part the board play in school life 
(assisting with direction setting) and how best this can be provided (via 
the SIP and AAP). Both participated in learning walks to help open up the 
school to the community as we delved further into parent engagement 
with the assistance of Tony Dalton.

The opportunities for staff to be involved in different aspects of school 
life were plentiful. A speech pathologist was employed to train staff to 
deliver social skills programs, others had the opportunity to form a team 
to deal with NCCD (Nationally Consistent Collection of Data) funding and 
decisions and the biannual Cabaret was also conducted.

These all added up to some of what was yet again a busy and productive 
year. My thanks are extended to all in particular Father Joe who moved 
on, our staff, parents and students who make our school what it is.

Duncan Arendse
Principal

PPC AGMParish Pastoral Council Report 2019

PPC AGM Principal’s Report
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 2018 saw many changes to the High Spirits program that ended with 
great success.

In reflecting on last year, Elma and I considered different aspects and 
decided in order to offer a more comprehensive religious education 
program we needed to have one group that had a separate focus for 
sacramental children and for those beginning their faith journey.  With 
this in mind we  changed the day to a Monday night with a longer session 
from 4 to 5.30 pm.

We currently have 20 extremely enthusiastic children. Keeping in mind 
parish boundaries and readiness to be part of the Holy Spirit community, 
families are accepted into the program. If we have vacancies we will offer 
children out of the parish boundaries a spot as well. Later in the year we 
will be looking at approaching neighbouring state schools to advertise 
for potential candidates for next year. 

As per last year we will continue to integrate the religious education 
program from the school as part of our curriculum here at High Spirits. A 
big thank you to Marianne Condon for her ongoing support, preparation 
and delivery of the sacramental workshops and masses.

 The children are focusing on establishing the importance of prayer and 
faith in their everyday

life and experiences. The children will soon experience a weekend mass 
as a group and will take active part in others later in the year. Building a 
relationship between church, community and faith are integral for this 
program to succeed.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our volunteers who 
share their faith experiences with us every week. Maureen Chamberlain, 
Lyn Thwaites and Karissa Chowdary.

Without their continuous support we wouldn’t be able to continue such 
an enriching program.

We would also like to thank Ruth and Jenny for all the behind the scene 
work you do for us.

 Thank you.

Etta D’souza & Elma Gama
AGM

The decision to embrace ‘Divine Renovation: Bringing our parish from 
maintenance to mission’ as a future pathway for action was endorsed 
at a Parish Forum in June 2017.  Since that time, many positive changes 
continue to impact and transform parish life.

• The re-formed Parish House Team, including new Pastoral Associate 
Jacinta Bibby, attend to the day to day, week to week needs of the 
parish.

• The Parish Leadership Team meet fortnightly for ongoing pastoral 
management.

• The Parish Pastoral Council meet bi-monthly to discuss and plan the 
strategic direction of the parish

• The Parish Financial Team meet regularly to monitor ongoing 
governance.

• The Parish Liturgy & Music ministries meet regularly to incorporate 
creative ideas and enhance weekend worship

• In addition…

• Several parish reps are currently participating in Holy Spirit School’s 
Site Development Assessment, to consider how best to utilise & 
provide land & building assets for the future.

•  The second full Alpha program is currently running weekly in the 
Parish House with 30 + participants, including 20+ guests.

• The Maroondah Winter Shelter Program endorsed by the PLT this year, 
has had a wonderful response across the school / parish communities 
and beyond.

This parish initiative has also been positively endorsed by Archbishop Peter 
Comensoli.  We give thanks for the efforts of all who contribute to the life of 
our parish and to our patron the Holy Spirit, who continues to energize and 
guide our missionary journey.

Mary Ryan
Parish Leadership Team

PPC AGMHigh Spirits Report

Divine Renovation

We congratulate our Catechumens Meg & Adam who were received 
into the Catholic Church at our Easter Vigil on Saturday 20th April.   
May our Heavenly Father guide and love them as they journey 
forward in their faith. May we their parish community remember 
them in their prayers and support them in spirit. - RCIA team.
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I don’t go to the mosque often. I have probably been to a mosque 
a handful of times in my adult life. It wasn’t part of my upbringing. 
In fact, I’ve probably been to church more than I have been to the 
mosque. Yet after the tragic events that unfolded in Christchurch 
last week, I felt like I needed to go.

 I wanted to say a prayer and reinforce my faith in light of the hate 
fuelled attack that resulted in the loss of 49 lives and 37 injured. I 
went to the Yarralumla Mosque in Canberra (pictured). It was my 
first time there. When I arrived, a few cars were pulling up and 
people were climbing out with flowers in their hands.

At the entrance many had gently placed bouquets, some with 
notes attached. Against the tiled floor, the flowers formed an 
assortment of colour, symbolising solidarity and shared grief. 

A lady with tears in her eyes asked me if I was Muslim. I told her 
that I am. She asked it if would it be okay if she came in and said 
a prayer. ‘Of course,’ I replied. She knelt down, quietly sobbing, 
and said a few words. I also knelt and recited a few verses from 
the Quran. We were complete strangers sharing a unique and 
emotional moment.

That instant connection and sense of togetherness with other 
human beings is what mosque attendance and Islamic prayer is all 
about. That’s why people gather at a mosque or places of worship 
— to feel connected in a disconcerting world.  I have done this also 
many times at Christian churches and Buddhist temples. For me, all 
houses of worship can be places of prayer and reflection. 

After I finished my prayer, I sat in the hall and wondered what it 
would have been like for those who lost their lives in Christchurch 
— the fear, the screams and echoing shots, those last moments 
as a merciless assassin methodically massacred them for being 
Muslims. It was uneasy thinking.

Like many Australians I was diligently following the news and Twitter 
feeds on Friday, in particular focusing on the kind of language used 
around the attack. It was reassuring to see that most media outlets 
were referring to it as terrorism and denouncing Islamophobia.

“The fact that the attack happened closer to home and at the 
hands of an Australian might be the watershed moment we need. 
It might finally get people to listen to our pleas advocating against 
Muslim vilification.”

However, some mainstream outlets still put the word terrorist in 
quotation marks. It was as though the status of such an attack was 
in doubt. The hypocrisy of right-wing corporate media is nothing 
new but to see such language gymnastics from supposedly fair-
minded outlets raises many questions.

The Middle East has suffered from terrorism for many years. In my 
parents’ country of birth, Lebanon, such mosque attacks became 
so routine they weren’t even reported in Australian. If it was 
reported, it was rarely called terrorism.

Rather, bombings and attacks on religious places were portrayed 
as part of the ongoing conflict that has kept the Middle East in 
chaos for decades. We need to call this hypocrisy out and reaffirm 
that all lives matter, that terrorism doesn’t stop being terrorism 
based on the colour or creed of its victims.

I doubt that the Australian media would have paid as much 
attention had this attack taken place in Iraq. The hundreds of 
thousands of lives lost over the years in the Middle East barely 
resonate.

Yet the fact that the attack happened closer to home and at the 
hands of an Australian might be the watershed moment we need 
in Australian society. It might finally get people to listen to our 
pleas advocating against Muslim vilification and demonisation. It 
might lead to better laws and protections.

My reasons for going to the mosque initially were to find solace 
and comfort in the eyes of God — to reflect on good and evil. As I 
left, I noticed more Canberrans pulling up and placing flowers at 
the entrance. Their empathy and sense of decency left me with a 
resounding and reinvigorated belief in human goodness.

And it happened at an empty mosque in Canberra, which sits next 
to the Norwegian Embassy — a country that, in 2011, had to find 
the strength to deal with its own white supremacist terrorist

Daniel Sleiman is a freelance writer and journalist based in 
Canberra.

We acknowledge and thank Eureka Street and Daniel Sleiman 
for giving permission to reprint this article. 

Yarralumla Mosque,
 the day after Christchurch
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Going Back to Basics
Imagine not yet being able to attend AMEP classes and having to rely 
on your primary school children to improve your English language skills.  
This is the reality confronting some of Australia’s newest migrants and 
refugees. 

Isolated in the home with limited social support, many new arrivals find 
themselves completely reliant on their younger children to teach them 
the basics of the English language.

Thankfully, the AMEP (Adult Migrant English program) through the 
Volunteer Tutor Scheme offers such a service through their many 
dedicated and committed local volunteers.

Introducing two such kind and generous volunteers, Heathmont couple 
Kay and John.

‘Giving newly arrived Australians the confidence to find their own way 
within their new community is what it’s all about’, says John.

When chatting to John and Kay, it’s clear they thoroughly enjoy their 
volunteer work with the AMEP. Between them, the Heathmont couple are 
tutors to four newly arrived refugees.  Each week they commit to helping 
these learners to improve their English, settle into their local community 
and better navigate life in Australia.

Kay was keen to work with migrants and refugees but didn’t know where 
to go or what volunteer work was available. She was looking for a creative 
way to help rather than simply donating money, Kay found out about 
the program through her local church and was interested in the program 
as a way to make newly arrived Australians feel welcome. A free English 
program, funded by the Australian Federal Government, the AMEP is 
committed to greater social and economic inclusion for newly arrived 
Australians.

John recognised this crucial link between getting a grasp of the English 
language and successfully integrating into the Australian community. It 
is promoting these interactions with the wider community and giving 
newly arrived Australians the tools and confidence to find their own 
way of integrating, which allows students to thrive. ‘Confidence and 
practicing English’ is often the biggest barrier for students being able 
to navigate their way in Australia. Volunteers often provide this crucial 
link, particularly for students who cannot attend classes due to family 
commitments or poor health. John enjoys helping learners and says 
‘there’s a real buzz when students begin to frame their own questions 
and are able to articulate an idea.’

Kay also enjoys the spontaneity and enjoyment that volunteering 
brings. No two tutoring sessions are the same, from practising and 
revising nouns and verbs to setting up a dolls house and playing games, 
sometimes even with the children too. Kay enjoys this interaction with 
the kids immensely and is convinced they think she comes for them not 
their mum! 

Sessions can be as informal or structured as you and the student like. Kay 
describes the volunteering experience as somewhere you can ‘bring your 
own personality to’ and she emphasises that it ’isn’t something you need 
to be perfect at.’ 

Kay marvels at how her learners are always prepared for her arrival and 
enthusiastic to start the session. Kay realises that this is also because the 
tutoring session is the only opportunity her learner has to speak English 
all week.

Each student’s background and story is as unique as those who volunteer. 
Volunteers in the program come from a diverse mix of life experience; 
students to retirees, ex-teachers to marketing consultants and everything 
in between. John was a technical trainer and Kay worked as a school 
chaplain and student counsellor.

There is no one background or experience which makes someone 
suitable for the program but rather you need patience, a desire to help 
and be able to have a laugh or two along the way. The program builds 
a sense of community and exposes you to a mix of people from very 
different backgrounds and cultures, both amongst fellow volunteers and 
amongst students. 

There is plenty of support too, with Kay and John both agreeing the 
training was ‘excellent’ and they ‘highly recommend the program.’ They 
particularly found the tutoring resources beneficial giving them ideas 
and activities on so many topics. Kay says if they have any issues it’s 
simply a matter of picking up the phone and speaking to a VTS officer.  

The AMEP are always welcoming new volunteers. Currently there is an 
urgent need for Volunteer Tutors in Croydon and surrounding suburbs.  
Many refugee families from Myanmar ethnic groups live in the area and 
the women are struggling to attend AMEP classes due to carer duties.

No experience or qualifications are required, full training and resources 
are provided and a small commitment of 1-2 hours per week is needed.

If anyone from the parish would like to become part of the program or to 
find out more, information sessions are now being run in Croydon. Call 
9269 1514, email amepvts@melbournepolytechnic.edu.au or you can 
register online at melbourneamep.com.au/volunteer    
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Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries

If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
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from advertising in this magazine.
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A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au

Our beautiful red roses were left in 
the fridge to stay fresh - frozen solid 
in the vase of water!  

Thankfully IGA had red rosebuds in 
supply.

Easter:
Things 
   that go
     wrong!
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How brave was Charlie Volombello Esq, Ada & Silvio’s grandson when he discovered he was the only candidate for presentation at the 9AM Mass!

The final Spirit magazine for this financial year is just in process. 

The magazine continues to be received favorably, by people far and 
wide and I thank so many of our parishioners for “talking about The 
Spirit”.  We get some great comments from people who have been 
given a copy of the magazine by friends from our parish, or been 
told to go to the Holy Spirit website and look it up – 

We would love to be able to produce the whole magazine in colour 
as it would improve dramatically the quality of the photos in the 
print version, but there is no justification for the cost.  I cannot see 
us achieving the level of advertisers we would need to fund this.

The Advertising for the year amounted to $1848 , with one new 
advertiser coming on board for the current edition, which would 
take that figure up to approximately $2000.  We constantly urge 
readers to use the services/products of all our advertisers when they 
can and to encourage other to do the same.

The generosity of the advertisers is greatly appreciated.

Preparation and Printing costs are approximately $2000 per issue. 

This is a considerable cost to the parish and this is the time each 
year when PPC and Finance committee have to make the call as to 
whether it’s continuation can be justified.  

Thank you to all for your various forms of support in producing the 
magazine, your efforts are greatly appreciated.

Presentation of Candidates
for Sacrament of Reconciliation

PPC AGM REPORT - From The Editor
MARCH 2019VOL 35, NO. 1

We look forward to that Blessed time of rebirth which is Easter.  

May this special season bring renewed hope and joy to your faith, and we wish 

all our Mothers a very happy and peaceful day in May.

The great gift of Easter is hope – Christian hope which makes us have that confidence in God, in his ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love, 

which nothing can shake. – Basil HumeWhoever reads the New Testament seriously, or gives thought to the impact which the apostles made upon their generation, must acknowledge that 

one outstanding historic event alone spurred that small band of 11 ordinary men to an amazing task of evangelization in their generation. Defying 

every obstacle, loss of home, persecution, even death itself, they evidenced the supreme relevance in their ministry of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

– Erling C. Olsen

Photo: Ian Stuart
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Easter Photos Easter Sunday

Easter Photos Palm Sunday

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Easter Sunday - and those beautiful boys.



Holy Spirit Magazine June 2019 13

Asking ... Who is my Neighbour 
after Christchurch?   c

‘What do you say to your neighbour when the person alleged to be 
responsible for such an act comes from your home?  The smell and taste 
of ash have spread across our two nations.”  Fr Brian McCoy SJ reflects on 
the Christchurch killings.

I began Lent in ashes and don’t feel I have got away from them yet. 
The massacre of innocent people in Christchurch was not just horrific, 
incomprehensible and terribly sad. It was as if it happened next door, 
as if to my neighbour. And the pain and shock are not going away 
soon.

What do you say to your neighbour when the person alleged to be 
responsible for such an act comes from your home? The smell and 
taste of ash have spread across our two nations.

Jesus, we know, told a memorable story in response to the question: 
‘Who is my neighbour?’ In it, a man lies injured by the side of the road, 
ignored by the very people that those listening to the story would 
have expected to assist him. Instead it is a Samaritan, a foreigner, who 
generously responds to the man in his need.

In fact, if Jesus was repeating that story today, the Samaritan might 
well be a Muslim. Often in western society, those who are Muslim 
have been portrayed as the neighbour we don’t know and can’t trust. 
Muslims have frequently been stereotyped and ‘othered’ in a way that 
denies their basic goodness and humanity.

The first Muslims I remember meeting in this country were in Broome, 
descendants of those who brought camels into Australia many 
decades ago. I never saw them as anything but kind and friendly 
neighbours in that rich, multicultural, coastal town.

New Zealanders are our geographical neighbours and there is 
something special between us — a relationship we acknowledge at 

Anzac Day. We share a history not only in war but in a culture shaped 
by English colonialism.

Both societies are multicultural too, contending with the impacts of 
colonisation upon Indigenous peoples, while also being enriched by 
the migration of people from many parts of the world. The dead in 
Christchurch remind us that ‘neighbour’ is a word which we narrowly 
define at our peril.

It is now more than ten days since the massacre and there has been 
a great outpouring of emotion there and across the world. These 
have been days of shock, mourning and anger, yet also of heart-filled 
warmth, kindness and support.

I am finding this Lenten journey not quite like ones of other years. It 
is a reminder to allow persons who experience pain and loss to be 
placed front and centre before me.

If we allow ourselves to be neighbours to those who died in New 
Zealand, along with their friends and families, then this cannot 
become a once-only response but one that lingers in our hearts, 
attitudes and behaviour.

If this is a call to become better neighbours, to New Zealanders and to 
all Muslims everywhere, it is also a call to allow ourselves to become 
‘good Samaritans’ in ways that those listening to Jesus’ story never 
imagined they would be.

Fr Brian F. McCoy SJ, Provincial

Australian Jesuits https://jesuit.org.au/

We thank Fr McCoy and “Australian Jesuits” for allowing us to reprint this 
article. 
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Easter Photos Easter Vigil Mass

Thank you to all who contributed so generously to make our Easter ceremonies so meaningful.  The amount of work that goes in to presenting the 
Church and the beautiful liturgies and music are all greatly appreciated by your community.
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Welcome to 
PlenaryPost
It covered almost 10 months and culminated in a flurry of 

late submissions, but the Listening and Dialogue phase of the 

Plenary Council has yielded a remarkable foundation from 

which the people of God can move forward.  Late last week, 

the National Centre for Pastoral Research (NCPR) completed 

the statistical analysis and reported that more than 17,500 

submissions had been lodged -- thousands of which represented 

groups. In all, more than 222,000 people either made an 

individual submission or participated in a group discussion that 

culminated in a submission. Read more below or head straight 

to the story here.    The NCPR will continue its quantitative and 

qualitative analysis of the stories that people have shared over 

the coming weeks. From that analysis, which will include prayer 

and discernment, national themes for discernment will emerge 

and be announced in June. Reports will be published on each 

of the themes and allow ongoing involvement for the large 

numbers of people who participated during the Listening and 

Dialogue phase.  More information on the upcoming aspects of 

the Plenary Council is outlined below and will be included in 

future editions of Plenary Post.

Plenary Council is listening to 222,000 voices

 Lana Turvey-Collins speaks with Western Australian Catholic 

secondary school leaders during the Listening and Dialogue 

stage of the Plenary Council (Photo courtesy of Catholic 

Education Western Australia)

Plenary Council 2020 president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe 

SDB says he and his fellow bishops have been “amazed” by the 

engagement of people across Australia in the Council’s opening 

stage.

The Plenary Council’s Listening and Dialogue phase ended 

earlier this month, concluding a period of almost 10 months for 

people to share their stories and consider the question “What 

do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?”

The National Centre for Pastoral Research has compiled 

statistical data and reported that more than 222,000 people 

participated in the Listening and Dialogue phase and made 

either individual submissions or had their voices captured 

through a group response.

“The bishops knew the time was ripe for a defining moment 

in the life of the Church like a Plenary Council. What we didn’t 

know is how the people of Australia would embrace a process 

that hasn’t taken place for more than 80 years,” Archbishop 

Costelloe.

“We have been thrilled and amazed by the generosity of people 

and their willingness to speak about their experiences within 

the Church – both positive and negative – and to invest such 

energy in this first stage of the process.”

Plenary Council facilitator Lana Turvey-Collins said while 

she observed enthusiasm for the Council when she visited 

communities across Australia, she couldn’t have predicted 

that would translate into 220,000 people participating in the 

Listening and Dialogue phase.

“From the beginning, it has been clear that the success of the 

Council would depend largely on people’s level of engagement, 

but equally on the movement of the Holy Spirit,” she said.

“This unprecedented – and quite overwhelming – level of 

response shows the people of God in Australia are deeply 

interested in shaping the future of the Catholic Church in this 

country.”

National Centre for Pastoral Research director Trudy Dantis said 

the process of analysing the more than 17,000 individual and 

group submissions is under way. It will be completed over the 

next two months, with the national themes for discernment 

that have emerged to be announced in early June.

“Each submission will be read and analysed by our team of 

research experts and we will use some of the best research tools 

available to assist that analysis,” Dr Dantis said.

“Prayer and discernment is at the core of this process, particularly 

in this next stage of the journey, ensuring the Plenary Council is 

guided by the Holy Spirit.”

Ms Turvey-Collins said once the national themes for discernment 

have been identified, working groups will be established – 

following an application process open to all – to consider the 

submissions and help prepare discussion papers that will be 

published.

“Listening has been a critical part of this opening phase and 

as we move into the ‘Listening and Discernment’ phase, it is 

necessary that we all continue to listen to God and listen to 

each other to allow the Council to be a pivotal moment in the 

life of the Catholic Church in Australia,” she said.

Visit the Plenary Council website for more information at  

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
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W E ’ V E  R E B R A N D E D

Same professional team 

Same amazing outcomes 

Just a new look and feel

Ringwood                 
27 Wantirna Road
Ringwood, 3134
(03) 9870 1301

Knox
5A/426 Burwood Hwy
Wantirna Sth, 3152
(03) 9887 2233

www.footlabplus.com.au

This notice can be found in all French Churches and, 
compared to other so-so ideas provided by the European 
Union, this is spot on.

So here we will just quote the English version:

“It is possible that on entering this church,

you may hear the word of God.

On the other hand, it is not likely that He will

contact you by phone.

Thank you for turning off your phone.

If you would like to talk to God, come in,

choose a quiet place and talk to him.

If you would like to see Him, send Him a 

text while driving!”

Church Notice Wells family group at the May 2019 meeting.They also 
celebrated four May birthdays
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Last Friday when heading home from another thought provoking 
MHS Summer Forum in Sydney, I met one of Australia’s great 
champions of mental health.

I don’t know his name, not age, nor religion, nor family situation.  
But I do know that this particular Sydney taxi driver was, and is, a 
champion for mental health in his community, and the wider world 
in which we all live.

Hi story could easily have been transcribed for a feature film, a 
sliding doors type moment, where change is possible if people stop, 
listen and are prepared to have a conversation.

As often happen, the taxi driver asked me about the Flannel Flower 
pin on my suit jacket and we began to talk about mental health.

The taxi driver recounted a story that had clearly moved him, and 
then moved me.

A 14-year-old boy had sat quietly during a ride in his cab, politely 
paid the fare, and then handed the driver a suicide note.  That’s right 
a 14 year old.

The taxi driver, who spoke in broken English, spent the next hour 
or so sitting on the side of a Sydney roadway, with commuters, 
travellers and the wider world streaming past.  He sat there talking 
to the 14-year-old boy who intended to take his own life.

“I taught him how to flush the negativity from his mind,” said the 
taxi driver.

And then, after some time, and once he was satisfied the boy was 
OK, he went back to ferrying Sydneysiders around the city.

I congratulated the taxi driver on his efforts, and I asked what it was 
that had given him the confidence to engage with someone who 
he had only just met, and clearly someone who was in such distress 
and despair.

“I did not go to school too much when I was younger”, said the driver, 
“but I like to read books that I take out from the library”, he said.

“I am not a psychologist, but I have read many books about the 
mind”.

Books and knowledge that clearly helped in this instance.

While none of us will ever know exactly how the story ends I like to 
imagine the scenario where the 14 year old boy, now an older man 
surrounded by family and loved ones, recounts how a Sydney cabbie, 
born in Afghanistan, too the time to have a conversation with him on 
the side of a Sydney road.  A conversation that saved his life.

Many people who need support, who need to connect, who need 
to find new hope, will never come into contact with what we might 
call the “mental health system”, because the reality is they are more 
likely to find support from within their own community, or in this 
instance a random mental health champion to help “flush the 
negativity” from their mind.

Most of the people who offer support, connection, and hope will 
not complete Mental Health First Aid Training, or an Accidental 
Counsellor course.

A number of things seem to have saved this boys life at this time, 
his apparent willingness to reach out to a stranger; the taxi driver’s 
awareness of the needs of the boy; and perhaps most importantly, the 
taxi driver’s willingness to stop, listen and have a conversation.

Talking about mental health is not enough.  People need access to high 
quality, evidence based services and programs.  We need to address the 
social and political circumstances that contribute to people’s pain and 
hopelessness.

But talking can save a life, we know that.  And clearly a chance encounter 
like this can change the trajectory of a life.

As we work to secure those services and programs that are so desperately 
needed, we must also keep reassuring people that #YouCanTalk and 
acknowledge that there are many people in our community who can 
listen and help.

I gave the taxi driver my Flannel Flower Pin and my thanks.  If you see 
him, you might want to give him your thanks too!

Francis Quinlan, CEO of Mental Health Australia.

 

Australia’s symbol for Mental Health Awareness

The Flannel Flower, and Australian native, has been chosen as the 
national symbol to promote mental health awareness in Australia.

The Australian bush has an inherent beauty and strength.  It is also 
known for its extremes of weather and landscape.  Varieties of the 
Flannel Flower are commonly found growing wild in the bus throughout 
Australia.  The Flannel Flower, as with all native Australian plants, needs 
to be adaptable and enduring to survive.

In the same way, all of us, regardless of our life circumstances, develop 
resilience and the ability to adapt to change, in order to maintain good 
mental health.

Being open and empathetic to a person’s expression of distress can 
assist in the recovery of a person living with mental illness and change 
the negative attitudes of our society as a whole.

Thank you to Joan Quinlan for providing us with this beautiful story - 
Another reminder that not all volunteers are part of an organisation!

#YouCanTalk
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Report for Holy Spirit Parish AGM, June 2019

The Body of Christ Prayer Community is a small group who gather 

every Tuesday evening between 8 and 9:30pm in the Chapel. 

Meetings commence with praise and worship led by Lyle who 

plays the guitar and leads us in song. We are open to the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit and usually have a short teaching based on 

scripture, followed by prayers of intercession and healing. There is 

also a ‘love offering’ and the money donated supports a school in 

Zambia, as well as the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Australia.  

We finish with supper and fellowship.  Previously 10-12 other 

parishioners joined us when we held a six week seminar focusing 

on the two disciples’ journey to Emmaus. New members always 

welcome.  

For further information contact Jacek (0490 884 914)   

or Ann (0437 127 326)  

Report for Parish AGM
Body of Christ 

Prayer Community
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Mother’s Day is almost upon us, and with it comes another 

opportunity to show our affection to our mothers and give 

them our unceasing thanks for carrying us into the world. The 

springtime celebration has existed in America for over 100 years, 

but prior to its 20th-century development, there was another 

holiday set to honor the matron of the household: Mothering 

Sunday.

Catholic.org reports that it can be argued that the roots of 

Mother’s day go back all the way to the Ancient Greeks, who held 

an annual spring festival dedicated to maternal goddesses. The 

Ancient Romans held a similar event called Hilaria, dedicated to 

Cybele, a mother goddess. This ceremony, practiced around 250 

BC, would last for three days and include parades and games.

While these holidays prove that the concept of a day set aside 

to honor our mothers is older than the Christian faith, it is 

probable that these ancient celebrations had little to do with the 

establishment of Mother’s Day, especially since the earliest form 

of the holiday only developed in the Renaissance.

In the 16th century, Christians from the UK and Ireland would 

return to their “mother church” for a service which was held on 

Laetare Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Lent. A “mother church” 

could refer to the parish in which one was baptized, the local 

parish church, or even the closest cathedral, which was viewed as 

the mother church of all parishes in a given diocese.

Those who practiced this custom were said to have gone 

“a-mothering,” and soon it became known as “Mothering Sunday.” 

As the popularity of “Mothering Sunday” grew, it became a day 

when domestic servants were given leave to be with their families. 

The day became one of the few times a year where a grown family 

could gather, as working families often had conflicting schedules.

Once the tradition became a day for family reunion, with a 

reference to mothers in the name, it naturally evolved to include 

all mothers within the celebration. For children, the long walk 

back home became a time for picking flowers for mom, and this 

would grow to the tradition of giving gifts of all sorts to mothers.

In America, the nationally observed holiday of Mother’s Day was 

already established by WWII. The effort to create the holiday was 

driven by Anna Jarvis, whose mother had come up with the idea. 

Anna began her work on the holiday after her mother’s death in 

1905 and it was brought to Congress in 1908, but there it was 

rejected, with representatives joking that they would also have 

to proclaim a “Mother-in-law’s Day.”

Anna did not lose sight of the goal, however, and after several 

years of campaigning and sending carnations, her mother’s 

favorite flowers, to lawmakers to raise awareness of the important 

holiday, every state observed Mother’s Day by 1911. On May 8, 

1914, President Wilson signed a Joint Resolution that formally 

designated the second Sunday of May as Mother’s Day.

Back in the UK, by the 19th century, the custom of gift giving was 

on the downturn, but when American soldiers were stationed in 

the UK during World War II, they noticed the tradition and brought 

it back to the States as a way to both honor mothers and boost 

seasonal commerce. Once the “business” aspect of Mother’s Day 

caught on, the holiday took off in a big way.

Unfortunately, Anna Jarvis took umbrage at the commercialism 

of her hard-won holiday. She argued that gifts to mothers should 

be made by hand in order to properly express their love and 

gratitude. She spent the latter part of her life attempting to 

remove the holiday from the calendar, but was unsuccessful.

In one instance, at a meeting of American War Mothers where 

the group was selling carnations, which had already become 

closely connected to Mother’s Day, Jarvis became enraged over a 

perceived perversion of her mother’s intentions and was arrested 

for disturbing the peace.

Today a secular Mother’s Day is celebrated by many countries, 

including the US, UK, India, Denmark, Finland, Italy, Turkey, 

Australia, Mexico, Canada, China, Japan and Belgium. It is 

quite possible, however, that none of these countries would 

have developed the practice if not for the Christian practice of 

Mothering Sunday.

J-P Mauro | May 11, 2019

We acknowledge and thank ALeteia24 and J P Mauro for allowing us 

to reprint this article.  Please go to the Aleteia website to find more 

great articles: aleteia.org

Christians of the Renaissance would use the 
holiday for a trip to their “mother church.”

Yes, we know it’s a bit 

late for Mother Day, 

but sometimes we 

come across articles 

after our deadline that 

are just too good not 

to use!
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Australia’s First Dementia Village
Words by Lisa Cugnetto.  Photos by Anita Edridge

A new residential dementia village is set to open in Tasmania in 2019. 
Inspired by the Hogeweyk dementia village concept pioneered in the 
Netherlands, it offers a potential shift away from traditional models of 
dementia care in Australia.

_________________________________________________________

Every day, around 244 people in Australia are diagnosed with 
dementia. Without any medical advancement, it’s a figure that’s 
expected to rise to over 650 Australians a day by 2056. According 
to ‘Economic Cost of Dementia in Australia 2016– 2056’, a report 
prepared by the National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling, 
this increase will see the number of people living with the disease 
soar from today’s figure of 413,106 to over 1.1 million by 2058 at a 
total cost of $37 billion.

In the report, Professor Graeme Samuel AC, chair of the Dementia 
Australia Research\ Foundation, warns, “The impact of dementia is 
tremendous and will only endure should we choose to ignore what 
the staggering numbers in this report are telling us. Serious and 
urgent collective action is needed now, to combat or mitigate the 
impacts of dementia not only within Australia, but globally.”

Dementia is the collective term used to describe symptoms caused 
by neurological disorders that progressively diminish the brain’s 
function. There are over 100 disorders that may cause dementia, 
the most common of which is Alzheimer’s disease. Dementia affects 
an individual’s cognitive function (such as memory, concentration, 
thinking, reasoning and language skills), behaviour and mood. Over 
time, it impacts their ability to undertake everyday tasks and how they 
live day-to-day, and while it’s most common in people aged 65 and 
over it can occur earlier in what’s known as ‘younger onset dementia’.

Learning from the Hogeweyk concept

People with dementia account for over half (52 percent) of those 
currently living in residential aged care facilities in Australia. 
Korongee, which is being built in Tasmania by care provider Glenview 
Community Services, references and is inspired by the Hogeweyk 
concept in the Netherlands.

Around 160 residents with advanced dementia reside at the 
Hogeweyk. There are 23 houses, each with six to seven residents, in 
what appears at first glance to be a typical Dutch village. It has its 
own central square, parks, supermarket, pub, theatre, restaurant and 
various social and outdoor spaces. Residents move around freely (or 
with assistance, if needed), constructing their day and spending their 
time as they choose in a familiar and monitored community.

“It’s a living environment for people with dementia,” says Eloy van Hal, 
founder of Hogeweyk. “The concept is a cultural shift in care for the 
elderly. A shift from the medical system to a social relational system 
with a focus on experiencing health and enjoying a normal life despite 
dementia. This cultural shift demands creativity and a person-centred 
focus from all professionals within the organisation.” The Hogeweyk 
concept is a step away from the institutional model towards one 
that resembles normal, everyday life, but supported by professional 
care. Residents are involved in all their daily activities and the staff — 
dressed in normal street clothes and not uniforms — help residents 
with everything from shopping to meal preparation, laundry and the 
scheduling of daily activities.

 

The Korongee dementia village, Tasmania.

Van Hal says much of the original concept behind Hogeweyk, which 
opened in 2009 but was in development for many years prior, is still 
in place today. “The concept and outcomes are even better than 
expected,” he says. “We see that this model works very well and 
gives much better outcomes in quality of life for the people who are 
living here. Of course, there is room for improvement but these are 
[just] details if you compare this model [with] a traditional model for 
dementia care.”

Korongee: A Tasmanian take on the model

In a similar vein, Korongee aims to trial a different kind of residential 
care experience for people with dementia in Australia. “If you have a 
cognitive impairment, or you have dementia, this space is designed 
specifically for you,” says Glenview Community Service CEO, Lucy 
O’Flaherty, about Korongee.

The new facility is currently under construction in Glenorchy in 
Hobart’s northern suburbs and is a partnership between Glenview, 
industry super fund HESTA, social purpose organisation Social 
Ventures Australia and the Commonwealth Government. Designed 
by international architecture firm ThomsonAdsett, it will feature 12 
eight-bedroom houses, each of which has a ‘lifestyle’ attributed to it (a 
concept also present in Hogeweyk), which will be reflected through 
elements such as the interiors, furnishings and gardens.

The lifestyle concept helps to ensure commonality between 
residents in each house, in that they have similar values and ideas 
in how they live. For example, shared interests and hobbies, life 
experiences, culture, religion and approaches to living. The lifestyles 
were developed by Glenview in conjunction with the University of 
Tasmania, a partnership strengthened by Glenview board member 
Professor James Vickers, who is deputy dean of the Faculty of Health 
at the University of Tasmania and co-director/co-founder of the 
University’s Wicking Dementia Research and Education Centre.

Korongee will be constructed as a self-contained village, which will 
be based on a typical Tasmanian streetscape. From their homes, 
residents will be able to walk to the village cafe, supermarket, shops 
and boulevard safely and freely in an environment overseen and cared 
for by staff (who don’t present as such). Family and friends can visit 
and partake in activities around the village complex with residents.
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“Interacting with art creates a heightened sense of joy in people 
living with dementia, alongside feelings of being valued, 
acknowledged and stimulated.”

O’Flaherty says much research — both on a national and 
international level — has been undertaken in developing the 
Korongee model, which integrates successful evidence-based 
outcomes. During a recent Studying and Advancing Global 
Eldercare (SAGE) tour for educational study, O’Flaherty was 
introduced to successful alternative models around the world and 
visited aged care and retirement village facilities in the US, Canada 
and Europe, including Hogeweyk.

Glenview has also been collaborating with the Museum of Old 
and New Art (MONA) in Hobart over the last 12 months. “I am 
really curious about the opportunity to introduce art and music, 
the more cultural side of our normal world, into the village,” says 
O’Flaherty.

Engaging in creative arts has been found to improve the quality 
of life and wellbeing of people living with dementia. A 2015 study, 

commissioned by the Art Gallery of New South Wales on its own 
art and dementia access program, found that interacting with art 
creates a heightened sense of joy in people living with dementia, 
alongside feelings of being valued, acknowledged and stimulated. 
The National Gallery of Australia, the National Portrait Gallery and 
the Museum of Contemporary Art Australia also host similar art 
and dementia programs.

“We’ve been working with them [MONA] to talk about how we 
might work together.” While this is still being explored, O’Flaherty 
says the partnership could take the form of artists-in- residence, 
small-scale exhibitions or craft markets tailored to the residents.

“We know from experience internationally that if you live in more 
of a real-life environment, you are likely to be more engaged — 
emotionally, cognitively, spiritually, physically, which is more likely 
to slow down your trajectory,” says O’Flaherty. “So, we’re hoping to 
see people effectively live longer — or at least live a better quality 
of life.”

“The concept is a cultural shift in care for the elderly.”

A residential courtyard at Korongee.
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Jean Vanier’s Model for Inclusiveness
Jean Vanier (1928-2019), sailor, academic, companion and man of 
boundless hospitality, died on 7 May, leaving behind him not only 
many communities in grief but also a model for how a world free of 
discrimination might look.

 Jean was born to the Canadian Governor Georges Vanier and diplomat 
and Privy Councillor, Pauline Vanier, both renowned for their saintly 
lives, with their causes for canonisation having begun. When he took 
office as Governor-General, Georges prayed a prayer that might have 
been a premonition of his son’s life:

‘May almighty God in his infinite wisdom and mercy bless the sacred 
mission which has been entrusted to me by Her Majesty the queen and 
help me to fulfill it in all humility. In exchange for his strength, I offer 
him my weakness. May he give peace to this beloved land of ours and, 
to those who live in it, the grace of mutual understanding, respect and 
love.’

After the young Jean resigned his commission in the Royal Canadian 
Navy in 1950, he felt driven towards something more. He studied 
philosophy in France, published works on Aristotle and briefly explored 
the possibility of becoming a priest. 

Vanier found his true calling in his 1963 encounter with two young 
Frenchmen with intellectual disabilities, Raphaël Simi and Philippe 
Seux. These men’s need for companionship and empathy touched 
his heart when he visited the institution in which they were confined. 
Vanier realised that the first response of society, when confronted with 
people with disability, was to shut them away in fear. His response 
instead was hospitality.

He invited the two men to live with him in a home he had bought, 
beginning the first L’Arche (The Ark) community in Trosly-Breuil in Picardie. 
In return, the men opened his own heart to a greater understanding both 
of what people cast onto the margins of society could offer by way of love 
and a broader understanding of all of humanity as limited, powerless, 
vulnerable and in need of mutual support.

Today, L’Arche has 154 communities and 21 community projects in 38 
countries on five continents. While the philosophy of the movement 
is grounded in Vanier’s Catholic faith, it is open to all and eschews 
discrimination on any grounds. Although the exact structures differ 
from place to place, ‘core’ members (with an intellectual disability) live 
with others (‘assistants’) in homes which offer mutual support and 
friendship.

“All of us begin life incapacitated — unable to speak or see or reason — 
and most of us, if we are lucky to live so long, will leave it that way: with 
mental or physical limitations. Limitation and disability is accordingly 
not something foreign, to be feared or locked away.”

One of the great gifts of Vanier and L’Arche has been to subvert the 
understanding of ‘disability’. Vanier’s key insight was that:

‘When we start helping the weak and the poor to rise everyone will 
begin to change. Those who have power and riches will start to become 
more humble, and those who are rising up will leave behind their 
need to be victims, their need to be angry or depressed ... This is the 
spirituality of life, that helps people to rise up and take their place. It is 

not a spirituality of death. Jesus wants those who have been crushed 
to rise up and those who have power to discover that there is another 
road, a road of sharing and compassion.’

It is very easy for people without a disability to see those who have one 
as ‘the other’, as strange because the workings of their bodies or minds 
are so manifestly different or apparently deficient. This is particularly 
so in the case of people with an intellectual disability, where cognitive 
processes which many of us take for granted may be a foreign territory, 
leaving them open to exploitation, neglect or exclusion.

The fact is, as Vanier recognised, that all of us are partial, incomplete 
beings. His ‘5 Principles of Humanity’ include the sacredness of all 
people, the constant evolution of people, the corollary realisation that 
maturity comes in working with others, the need for people to make 
choices for the benefit of themselves and others and the universal 
search for meaning.

It follows that the myth of the self-made person with flawless body and 
mind is just that. Vanier pointed out that it is in our very vulnerability 
and woundedness that we display the form of Christ. Indeed, it is 
appropriate that Vanier went to meet his God at Easter, a time when 
Christians celebrate Christ meeting his disciples — and proving his 
identity and triumph over death in the face of their disbelief by showing 
them his wounds.

All of us begin life incapacitated — unable to speak or see or reason — 
and most of us, if we are lucky to live so long, will leave it that way: with 
mental or physical limitations. Limitation and disability is accordingly 
not something foreign, to be feared or locked away, but is in fact an 
essential part of the human condition. What is more, as Jean Vanier has 
demonstrated in a life lived for others, it is in that limitation which we 
shall see the face of God.

Fr Justin Glyn SJ has a licentiate in canon law from St Paul University 
in Ottawa. Before entering the Society he practised law in South 
Africa and New Zealand and has a PhD in administrative and 
international law.

Once again we acknowledge and thank Eureka Street and Fr Justin Glynn 
SJ for allowing us to reprint this article - If you have not already done so and 
like these articles please go to the Eureka Street website (>>>>>) to sign up 
to receive daily articles.

This year the PPC has completed a Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis on Worship. We 
are currently trying to prioritise the results to include in our 
five year plan.

We have three more meetings this year – in July, September 
and November.  We aim to conduct SWOT analyses 
on Fellowship (Community), Discipleship, Service and 
Evangelisation over those or more meetings.

PPC Corner
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Parish AGM Report Little Spirits Playgroup
Little Spirits Playgroup started 2018 quietly, as a number of children 
from the previous year had started school. During the year we 
acquired a number of new families, which has been wonderful. 
There are currently seven children taking part each week, with 
interest from another 2 or 3 families for the second half of 2019. The 
children play wonderfully together, and we’re finding the space is 
perfect for a group this size. 

We have changed the day we hold playgroup from Wednesday 
morning to Thursday mornings, as we had a number of children at 
kinder on a Wednesday. This seems to be working well, and we will 
continue running on a Thursday for the foreseeable future. 

We have been having lots of fun this year - we had our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt and picnic at McAlpin Reserve, a lovely Mother’s 
Day morning tea where the kids presented their Mum’s with some 
flowers and gifts they had made, we spent a morning decorating 
biscuits with icing and lollies (very popular!) as well as lots of arts 
and crafts and creative play. 

We had a clean out of the toys and got rid of a number of old and 
broken toys, purchasing some new ones which has sparked much 
excitement amongst the kids!  We have a number of exciting things 
planned for the rest of the year, including our fabulous Lolly Stall at 
the fete.

Candy Tasca 
Little Spirits Playgroup Co-ordinator 

The Fete Committee is in need of 
three Stall Owners for 2019: 

1. Lob-A-Choc
2. Hot Chips & Dim Sims

3. Hot Dogs 
If you are able to help our Fete by running one of the above 

stalls for 2019, please call Sharon Garcia (Riquelme) on 0402 

884 455 or email shasha_garcia@hotmail.com

HELP NEEDED 
FOR FETE 2019!
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GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT MINISTRY

Throughout the year a record was kept of those parishioners who 
had experienced the death of a loved one. This information was 
used to enable the Ministry to send letters of condolence and 
support acknowledging their loss.

At the first anniversary a card recognising their loss was sent to 
the bereaved recognising their loss and offering support.

We are aware that the approach of Christmas can be a time of 
sadness and stress for bereaved parishioners as they contemplate 
their first Christmas without their loved one. In November we held 
our annual Christmas Mass of Remembrance. We sent personal 
letters of invitation to our recently bereaved parishioners to this 
special Mass. The Mass was held in the chapel and followed by 
supper in the Mary Bresnan Room where members of the Ministry 
were present to offer support.  

Robin Walsh - Coordinator     

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB INC.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT-MAY 2019

We have had some great results on the court over the past year, 
with a number of teams playing in finals and winning grandfinals 
over the past 12 months.

HSNC is the largest club competing at MENA with 23 teams 
being entered from under 9 through to open age groups. Our 
club ensures that all players have the opportunity to play 
netball as well as forming strong friendships and being socially 
connected. 

A sincere thankyou to the committee for all of their hard work: Sandra 
Schipano (Vice President); Kerryn Crombie (Secretary); Sue Neal 
(Treasurer); Belinda Semos (Coaches Coordinator); Jade Eastwood 
(Minutes Secretary); Amelia Mills (Registrar); Louise Downes 
(Publicity); Claudia Schipano (Umpires Coordinator); Cath Stone 
(Property Officer); Amanda Conway (Uniform), Dean Crozier (Grants 
Officer) and Nat Riesset and Tanya Brown (General Committee).

Although our netball focus is at club level, we congratulate a number 
of girls who represent MENA and Ariels in their representative 
programs.

Thanks to Jess Hooper, Amanda Bullock and Kerryn Crombie for 
framing the teams for our winter and spring competitions. This is a 
difficult job, with a lot of time and effort put into ensuring the best 
results possible.

Thanks to the coaches who volunteer their time to ensure teams 
“get on the court”. 

For the first part of 2019 games continue to be played at Great Ryrie 
Primary School and Aquinas College. We as a club have enjoyed the 
use of The Rings as a training venue. As of May 18, all games will be 
played at the new stadium. Training will begin on Monday May 20 
at the new stadium. The club training at the 1 location on the one 
night provides a perfect backdrop for encouraging club morale and 
communication, as well providing our under 15 girls with coaching 
opportunities.

Our annual netta program is underway again, with Cath Stone 
coordinating this.  We have 32 little ones trying this. We should get 2 
if not 3 teams with coaches already sorted. This program continues 
to see our club grow and thrive. 

North	Ringwood	Community	House			
www.nrch.org.au	
admin@nrch.org.au	
9876	3421	

Some	of	your	parishioner’s	might	be	interested	in	these	offerings…	

Accredited Courses -  
Certificate III Individual Support, Certificate IV Leisure & Health, Certificate IV Disability 
 
Workskills Courses - for upskilling and returning to work 
Return to Work or Introduction to Office Skills,  
 
Computer Courses  
Basic Computer Skills for Beginners, Beyond Basic Computer Skills, Word & Excel and 
Professional Creative Writing 
 
Other exciting courses include… 
Provide First Aid, social groups, language classes, a range of fitness classes and art & craft.  
 
For more information regarding any of our course or programs, days and times please 
contact NRCH on (03) 9876 3421 or admin@nrch.org.au or visit our website 
http://www.nrch.org.au   

North	Ringwood	Community	House			
www.nrch.org.au	
admin@nrch.org.au	
9876	3421	

Some	of	your	parishioner’s	might	be	interested	in	these	offerings…	

Accredited Courses -  
Certificate III Individual Support, Certificate IV Leisure & Health, Certificate IV Disability 
 
Workskills Courses - for upskilling and returning to work 
Return to Work or Introduction to Office Skills,  
 
Computer Courses  
Basic Computer Skills for Beginners, Beyond Basic Computer Skills, Word & Excel and 
Professional Creative Writing 
 
Other exciting courses include… 
Provide First Aid, social groups, language classes, a range of fitness classes and art & craft.  
 
For more information regarding any of our course or programs, days and times please 
contact NRCH on (03) 9876 3421 or admin@nrch.org.au or visit our website 
http://www.nrch.org.au   

Reports for Parish AGM
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This year we have introduced MVP voting and Years of Service 
awards. We felt that these awards reward the girls who try their best 
every week and our older girl’s loyalty to the club.

We are clearly dependent on all the volunteers for the development 
of the club and the enjoyment our daughters derive from the 
wonderful game of netball.

Karen Woods- President.

RCIA JOURNEY 2018/2019 – 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN  INITIATION OF ADULTS

Leaders:  Lawrence Cecconello & Tina Toomey

We have just completed our 9 month journey of weekly meetings 
preparing our two Catechumens for their reception and welcome 
into the Catholic Church at our Easter Vigil.  

This year we had a young man, a father of two girls who wanted to 
become a Catholic.  He wasn’t baptised as a child himself and now as 
his children are receiving the Sacraments he wanted to also become 
a Catholic.  

Our other Catechumen was a newly wed young woman who married 
a Catholic man and she wanted to learn about Our Lord and begin 
her Catholic journey.

The program was once again most enjoyable for all of us.  

As we teach and learn more about our heavenly Father, we are able 
to “open up” more of Jesus’ teachings and enrich our lives with his 
words and actions.  

Another blessing we all receive from the RCIA journey is the gift of 
the bond of friendship which will continue for us all.

The meetings are held on Tuesday evenings in the parish house 
from 7.30-9pm.  

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL    
 HOLY SPIRIT CONFERENCE, RINGWOOD NORTH

Our Conference has a membership of 22 full members and 9 
associate members.

We meet every Monday night at 7.00 PM and average 16/17 full 
members in attendance.

The year has been challenging and demands are increasing ,not 

so much in numbers but in assistance requested, as clearly, with 
increasing costs in utilities ,rents etc, families are finding it difficult 
to cope.

Our range of assistance runs from-utilities, rent , rates, car repairs, 
medical, pharmaceutical, education, insurance, clothing ,furniture, 
whitegoods and any other situation which arises.

Christmas involved 93 hampers, and a voucher with a value up to 
$50.00 was included  so that fresh food could be purchased, plus 3 
toys for each child were provided, all  funded through parishioners 
and our schools,--the Buy a Dinner Appeal, which funded the 
vouchers, realised $6,000.00.

We visit an average of 7/8  families in their homes each week plus we 
provide fresh fruit and vegetables to about 8 families on a fortnightly 
basis and do the same on an alternate fortnight.-this is all purchased 
by some Associate Members, who also assist with the cost.

We had to discontinue our Bread Run-the supplier has closed down.

We provided $1,000.00 ($500.00 to each of  Holy Spirit and St, Anne’s 
Schools) to be used at the discretion of the relative Principals, to 
assist students, in need.-We expect to continue this each year, the 
funds initially from a bequest from the estate of a former member

Total expenditure up until the end of last financial year was $ 
49,517.00  , this being funded from Parishioner Donations, Poor 
Box , Donations  from benefactors and Grants from our Ringwood 
Regional Council, which body accrues funds from our Ringwood 
Centre- we provide volunteer labour to the Centre and also furniture 
etc which we collect from various sources-

We submitted an application to Maroondah City Council through 
their Community Grants Fund and received $5,000.00, which assisted 
greatly in our work and our thanks are extended to the Council for 
demonstrating their understanding of the needs in the Community.

We have a very devoted and happy membership, who respond to 
any need which comes their way.

Our thanks are extended to the Parish, Parish House Staff,  
Parishioners,,Staff and students of our schools- if this help was not 
forthcoming, our ability to meet the needs of the disadvantaged in 
our community, would be severely diminished.

Ron Smith--President.

331 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood.
Telephone: (03) 9840 1155

Branch Manager: Melissa Laird
For 24 Hours Service and Enquiries

Please telephone our Funeral Advice Line: (03) 9373 7000
www.tobinbrothers.com.au
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EVERGREENS’ REPORT

EVERGREENS’ CALENDAR
ITINERARY JULY – DECEMBER 2019

July To be Advised

July  Friday 26 Mass & Meeting

August  Monday  12 Tony Diamond (Neil  

   Diamond & Friends)

August  Friday  30 Mass & Meeting

September  Friday 13 Warran Glen   

   Nursery 

September Friday 27 Mass & Meeting   

   (Footy Theme)

October Saturday 12 Parish Fete

October Friday 25 Mass & Meeting (Raffle  

   Draw & Cup Sweep)

November Friday  15 Bingo

November Friday 29 Memorial Mass & Meeting

December  Friday 06 Christmas Party _ Dorset  

   Gardens

For Social Outing Enquiries: 

Shirley 9870.1396    Barbara  9722.9846

General Enquiries:   Jean  9876.2204

Bingo (above)

2019 Deakin Community Awards (right)
Barbara McGowan.  Well Done Barbara!
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Holy Spirit Community School 
www.hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

120 Oban Road, North Ringwood 3134 
Email administration: hspirit@hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

Phone: 9876 1103 

Our school is  
committed to our 
childrens safety. 

We adhere to the 
CECV commit-

ment statement to 
child safety and fol-
low a “safe guard-
ing children code 

of conduct” 

Prep 
Grades 1/2 
Grades 3/4 
Grades 5/6 

No aid, no government - just a rusty fishing boat to flee Cyclone Idai 
carnage in Mozambique.  The deck of the fishing boat was packed 
with residents from a town where people are now surviving on the 
roofs of their homes.

By John Sparks, Africa correspondent

We spotted a rusty-looking fishing boat fighting against the tide near 
Mozambique’s port city of Beira.  The vessel was called the “Sesimbra” 
and it had nearly finished a long trip down river.  But the captain and 
his crew were not on a fishing expedition. Instead, they were busy 
saving people’s lives.

 

The Sesimbra is a fishing boat saving people’s lives

 

 

Rescued residents from Busi packed the deck

Sky News Eyewitness How fortunate are our lives - REALLY.
We acknowledge SKY News Eyewitness, 

the author John Sparks 
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The deck was packed with residents from Busi - a town that’s been 
badly damaged by the floods - and these reluctant passengers had 
almost reached the relative safety of Beira beach.

The captain slid the vessel on a steep stretch of sand and the crew 
began to unload the passengers. Dozens of babies and young 
children went first.

Many were sick after going days without food and clean water, and 
their parents were anxious and desperately tired.

 

Many of the residents had gone days without food and clean water

One young mother called Louisa Mera told us she had lost everything 
she owned to Cyclone Idai and five days of torrential rain which 
followed it.

“The river overflowed and broke up our houses and our pots and 
plates flowed away,” she said. The place where we were living has 
gone with the water.”

We climbed up on deck as the evacuees inched their way down 
a mangled metal ladder and we found a man worrying about the 
people he’d left behind.

Fernanda Bernard said there are thousands in Busi still stranded on 
the rooftops.

“It was a difficult experience, many people still need help. They’re 
living on the tops of their houses, like I was. By the grace of God I 
survived.”

There was nobody from the government - or the aid agencies - to meet 
them on Beira’s beach and the rescue was performed by volunteers.

Rescue work on the beach was performed by volunteers

 

Image:Adam Suliman, a man of action and few words

We spoke to Adam Suliman, the Sesimbra’s humble captain, and he 
proved a man of action and few words.

“Why did you feel like you had to help them?” I asked.

“We are human beings, that’s why we’re doing it.”

“But you could be making money, catching fish,” I replied.

“We must put people’s lives ahead of money,” said the captain - and 
that was it.

 

Hundreds of evacuees left the beach in search of food and clean water

We watched as hundreds of evacuees left the beach in Beira, in search 
of food and clean water. They had put their worldly possessions in 
plastic tubs and hoisted them on their heads.

One woman, called Amelia Amad, told me she had no idea what she 
was going to do.

“We have no plan, we really don’t know where to go. The only things 
we own are in these buckets.”
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April 9, 2019 (LifeSiteNews) – African Cardinal Robert Sarah said that 
the question of ordaining women to the priesthood has already been 
“resolved” by a previous pope who declared it an impossibility. 

“This question is already resolved: John Paul II affirmed that the 
Church did not have the power to ordain women. His declaration 
used a definitive formulation. ‘This door is closed,’” stated the  Prefect 
of the Congregation for Divine Worship in an April 6 interview with 
Catholic website Aleteia.

“Francis has confirmed this by saying: ‘The Church has spoken and has 
said no,’” he added. 

Speaking about the “pseudo-reformers” of the Catholic Church, the 
Cardinal pointed out that the Church was built by Jesus who endowed 
it with his immutability.  

“I cannot change what I have not built myself and which, therefore, 
does not belong to me. No one can change the Church of Jesus,” he 
said. 

Cardinal Sarah discussed many of the pressing topics that are currently 
troubling the Catholic Church. Among them is a “division within the 
Church” which is “tragic.” This division, the African prelate explained, 
“manifests itself mainly on doctrinal, moral, and disciplinary levels. 
Everyone now says and thinks what they want. How could we not be 
concerned if it seems that the Church no longer has doctrine or clear 
moral teaching?”

One cause of confusion and division in the Church is on the subject 
of female ordination. German Bishop Franz-Josef Bode has recently 

proposed to ordain female deacons, even if this might cause a “schism.” 
Bode is the Vice President of the German Bishops’ Conference.

Sarah stated that he would be “happy” to give women more 
“responsibility in the Church” and that they have “an important place 
and role in the Church and in society.” “But,” he adds, “they [women] are 
not valued any better by entrusting them with duties and a mission 
that God, in his infinite Wisdom, reserves for men. From the Old 
Testament, God chose Aaron and his sons to exercise His priesthood.”

“It is surprising,” commented the Cardinal, “to insist on a possible 
ordination of women, because it seems to me, after more than 2,000 
years of Christianity, that this shows a lack of faith. The ordination of 
women will never happen in the Catholic Church even if there were 
no priests left in the world. Not out of contempt for women, but 
because it is not in God’s will and plan.”

In light of this current moral and doctrinal confusion, the prelate 
recommended that Catholics “hold on to the boat [the Church] firmly, 
and pray. In other words, it is our responsibility to stand firmly by the 
Doctrine, the teaching of the Church, and to pray.” 

Pope Francis has rejected in the recent past the proposal to ordain 
women, yet his recent praise of a bishop – Bishop Fritz Lobinger – has 
then caused confusion, inasmuch as Lobinger is himself a promoter of 
the idea to ordained female married priests. In 2016, Pope Francis also 
established a Commission on the history of female deacons. Its 2018 
final report has yet to be published by the Pope.

Submitted by Carmel Hill from Life Site  -  https://www.lifesitenews.com/

Cardinal Sarah explains why female priests 
will ‘never happen’ in Catholic Church

Ladies who Lunch Port Arlington

On the ferry to Port Arlington.

Parish ladies Dina Barro, Barbara Dowling and Tina 
Toomey catching up on the news around the parish and 
community.

Port Arlington Ferry Trip with some of the Holy Spirit Mums.  A lovely day, 
lots of chatting.
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Biggest Morning Tea
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ADVERTISING IN 
THE SPIRIT MAGAZINE 

If you would like the opportunity to 
support the Holy Spirit Parish and 

increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come 
and join the other businesses from our 

local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine. The 
advertising rates (excluding GST) are: 

$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size

$250 Half width page half page size

For more information contact the 
Parish House on 9876 3717.

The Park Orchards North Ringwood Parish Junior Football Club was 
formed in 1991, as a result of a merger between Park Orchards and 
North Ringwood Parish Junior Football Clubs.

The first president of the newly formed club was Mr. M. Cahill, who was 
also the last president of the NRPJFC. Prior to the merger, Park Orchards 
had established a 23 year history, led initially by its first president, 
Mr. J.O’Brien in 1969. In those 23 years, Park Orchards accumulated 8 
premierships, and called Domeney Reserve home.

North Ringwood Parish JFC was established in 1984 and its first 
president, Fr K. Mogg presided over the club for 7 of its 8 year history. 
In those 8 years, the club won one premiership in 1988. The NRPJFC 
utilized Colman Park as its home venue.

Between the two original clubs and the merged entity, more than 300 
players have played 100 or more games, and more than 30 players 
having also reached the very significant milestone of 150 games.

The Sharks have won 27 premierships since forming in 1991, including 
a League record 5 premierships in 2004, and continue to be one of 
the larger clubs in the competition, fielding 21 teams, including 5 girls 
teams and registering over 400 players in 2019. There are, in total, 48 
Life Members – people who have donated vast amounts of time and 
effort into providing a wonderful football and family environment for 
the children of the Park Orchards and North Ringwood areas.

The Sharks have relinquished 
tenancy at Colman Park and 
for many seasons solely used 
Domeney Reserve and the 
wonderful facilities there as its 
home venue. As we approached 
the new century, the Club 
identified that considerable benefits could be gained by having its 
own Auskick program, as these skilled-based clinics had proved to be 
successful player development links at several neighboring clubs.

In 2001, our Sharks AFL Auskick program was launched and based at 
Stintons Reserve. In its 18 years of operation, Park Orchards Auskick has 
become an award winning Auskick in the Eastern Region. The growth in 
Teams and player numbers as a result of the successful Auskick program 
required the use of a second home ground, and in 2004 matches 
commenced being played at Stintons Reserve. In 2005, the Club took 
another significant step in securing its future with the installation of 
floodlighting at Stintons, providing the Sharks with 2 fully equipped 
training and playing venues.

The Sharks have a proud history and a promising future. Be a part of it, 
and enjoy the experience. Go Sharks!!

Sharks History
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Mother’s Day Photos
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The Holy Spirit Community has accepted the invitation to join Winter 
Shelter – a Maroondah churches and community response to local 
homelessness. The mission of the shelter is to provide shelter, food 
and honour – in a safe environment - to people who need shelter, 
comfort and support. 

Winter Shelter operates form 1 June to 15 September, with the Holy 
Spirit community being responsible for hosting people on Friday 
nights from 6 pm until 8am on Saturday.

When initially approached, we sensed that the request presented too 
many challenges, and belonged in ‘the too hard basket’.  However, 
before walking away from it, we thought that we at least owed 
Winter Shelter the opportunity to make their case face to face. They 
presented to the Parish Leadership Team at the end of March 2019.

Their presentation was not only professional, but truly inspirational, 
evidencing Christian faith, love and service in action. They left 
no doubt that the program was well run and well deserving of 
consideration.  As the idea of becoming involved in Winter Shelter 

fanned into the broader Holy Spirit community, each wave had its 
own cycle of identifying concerns, addressing them, and eventually 
supporting the program. 

Winter Shelter is a challenge for us. However, as a community we 
should be very pleased about how we have responded to this 
opportunity that God has given us to stand up and be counted, or to 
reveal our true colours. What is most pleasing is the overwhelming 
support that the program enjoys in the Holy Spirit Community. Here 
we are Lord!

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, “I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.’  Matthew 25:34-36

Winter Shelter

This card was made for the parish by Ella Mariani, a little 7 year 
old at Holy Spirit School, created as a response to hearing about 
The Maroondah Winter Shelter Program.

It reads …

Dear Parish, I think that it is a great idea.  I hope you keep them 
warm.

Love Ella, Olivia, Sienna and Stacey Mariani

(Used with permission)
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welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts
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Hi Everyone, in light of recent concerns raised by a few people I’d 
like to take this opportunity to provide some more detail around the 
operation of the Winter Shelter Program.  We have been listening and 
reacting, taking suggestions on board and modifying the operation to 
strengthen it.  

The original Risk Analysis which was conducted to decide if we 
would join the program has been modified and added to and used to 
continually review the program.   Pre-event and post-event checklists 
have been developed to ensure that all preparations are made and that 
clean-up is thorough. These are living documents and it is expected 
they will be further modified as required.  These documents are 
available on request. 

The program begins with homeless men over the age of twenty 
contacting Uniting Wesley in Ringwood.  These men are interviewed 
by an experienced Crisis Worker using an extensive list of assessment 
prompts.  The Crisis Worker then makes an assessment of the suitability 
of the man for the Winter Shelter Program. Only men with no history 
of violence, who can cope well with no stimulants for the time they are 
being hosted and who may be on medication but are stable will be 
accepted.  In many cases the man will have been visiting the centre for 
some time already.    Having spoken with Crisis Workers they tend to err 
on the side of conservatism.  If accepted, the guest will sign up to a strict 
code of conduct.  Violations of the code will see the guest expelled. 

We will be hosting on Friday evenings from June 1 to September 15 
(except for a few pre-booked dates).  Volunteers arrive at 5:30pm, 
commence with a prayer and orientation.  Any particular information 
about the guests that is relevant to their safety and the safety of the 
volunteers will be shared.  The Venue Co-ordinator manages the flow 
of task execution using a checklist.  The cul de sac area, i.e the turning 
circle beside the church hall, is cordoned off at all entrance points.  
Guests are only permitted in the hall and for smoking in the cul de sac.  
Any art or graphics identifying children or families will be removed and 
stored in the sacristy behind locked door.  Cots and linen are taken from 

the WS trailer and food preparation begins.  Tasks are assigned.    Those 
involved in socialising will also be keeping an eye on the guests. 

The guests are bussed onto the site at 6:oopm.  The Venue Co-ordinator 
orients the guests, defining the area they may use, the Code of Conduct 
for Winter Shelter and our Code of Conduct for Child Safety, fire 
evacuation procedures, hall exit points and the menu for the evening 
meal.  A pre diner snack is served. Dinner is served at 7:00pm.  Dinner is 
a three course meal, usually soup, a selection of 2 or 3 main meals and 
a dessert. A separate set of crockery and cutlery will be used for the 
guests.   Sanitiser bottles are available at hall and kitchen entry points.   
After dinner the guests socialise, play board games or may prefer to 
retire to bed.  Guests will use the men’s toilet while volunteers will use 
the women’s toilet (unisex) or the sacristy toilet.

The first shift of 5 volunteers finishes at 10pm after having cleaned 
up after the meal.  The guests will often help with this.  During the 
second shift, 2 volunteers of the 3 or 4 on shift will be awake at all times 
overnight.   Guest are not permitted to leave the hall between 11:00pm 
and 7:00am.   

The third shift of 3 volunteers commences at 7:00am.  They will prepare 
and serve breakfast.   At 8:00am the guests are bussed to Ringwood 
Station.  The breakfast crew then cleans the kitchen and toilets and 
performs a thorough sweep of the hall, toilets and cul de sac areas.  Cots 
are returned to the trailer and the trailer delivered to North Ringwood 
Uniting.   This shift finishes at about 9:30am.

 Volunteers must undertake training and have a Working With Children 
check before commencing.  To volunteer and for more information 
please go to wintershelter.org.au.  

If you need further information please feel free to email me on 
svolomb1@gmail.com.

Silvio for Parish Leadership Team.

Winter Shelter at Holy Spirit
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of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 
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9 4

4 1 9 3 6
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7
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Page 1/2 - Check solutions, print more free sudoku and play online : http://1sudoku.com

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  without repeating any.

‘Grounded in Truth, Walk Together with Courage’

Monday 27 May – Monday 3 June

NRW 2019 is a key activity in the Reconciliation Movement’s strategy 
to support Australians in making progress on the Five Dimensions 
required to achieve reconciliation. Each year the theme engages with 
one of the Five Dimensions, and the theme this year will focus on 
building positive race relations

This year’s theme is ‘Grounded in Truth, Walk Together with Courage’.

To foster positive race relations, the relationship between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the broader community must 

be grounded in truth. Whether you’re engaging in challenging 
conversations or unlearning and relearning what you know, this 
journey requires all of us to walk together with courage.

Find out more about Reconciliation Australia’s Five Dimensions.

We agree with Reconciliation Australia that ‘Reconciliation must live in 
the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, 
creating a nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the 
wider Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.’

National Reconciliation Week 2019
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12 JUNE 2016

~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne

C h i l d r e n s  Pa g e
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We head towards a turbulent time of the year, with the election at 
the forefront of everyone’s mind. The focus of this election has been 
heavily focussed on tax reform, housing, environment, and as always 
education. Education is often more focussed on the funding for public 
schools, early child care and the ever-controversial NAPLAN. 

One issue that does not get as much focus is international student 
welfare. With 548,000 international students, contributing $32 Billion 
to the economy, Australia has leapfrogged Britain to be the 2nd most 
popular destination for international students.

International students often live outside the normal realms of society, 
do not receive government assistance, and are often looked down 
upon for ‘stealing’ domestic student’s jobs. While the refugee crisis and 
immigration have long been focussed upon, the issues of international 
students often remain hidden, with public opinion being somewhere 
in between ambivalence and scepticism.

To find out more and my inspiration for this article, I turned to my 
housemate for further insights into the life and issues affecting 
international students in Australia. Normally my articles focus on 
my adventures with Vinnies, but for this article I turn from subject to 
journalist. Please enjoy my edited interview the amazing Mamta.

Q: “Good Evening Mamta, welcome to the Spirit Magazine, first could 
you introduce yourself”

A: “My name is Mamta and I am 25 and come from India but have been 
living in Dubai with my family for the past 22 years. I am currently 
studying a Master of International Business and work part time as Chief 
Financial Officer – Melbourne Business School Student Association”

Q: “Why did you choose Australia as your study destination” 

A: “Initially after working for a few years, I wasn’t sure what I wanted 
to do. My dad suggested studying at Melbourne University. For me 
Canada was too cold, and the USA had Trump and then Melbourne 
University offered me a scholarship, which took a lot of the financial 
burden away.

Other advantages studying in Australia compared to other countries 
included less restrictive student visa requirements, including being 
allowed to work and more opportunities to gain Permanent Residency 
following studies. In saying this, the process is becoming harder to gain 
residency.

Melbourne being the number one most liveable city at the time also 
helped!”

Q: “What were your first impression of studying at Melbourne University”

A: “There were not many Australian students, with mostly internationals 
(Asian in particular). This made it easier to settle in since people going 
through the same issues as myself. (In Master of International business, 
it is 80% international, 20% domestic)

It was quite hard to interact with local students since they have a 
world outside university and other networks. I found that International 
students have more reason to get involved in extra curricular activities 
and to make a new life. They also often try to showcase what they can 
do and to prove the investment in the course in more worthwhile.”

Q: “What are some of the struggles you and your peers have faced?”

A: “The lack of support systems and people to count on. Without 
any immediate family it is harder to get things done, get advice, 
vent about your day. The time difference when calling home, also 
leads to isolation from both people here and friends back home.

Students can have big adjustments moving out of home, paying 
bills, learning systems in a new country.

There are struggles getting a job other than working at Maccas/
Kmart. Difficulties getting jobs with professional firms, and the 
perception of wasting time training international students. Often 
there is a bias against non-Permanent Residents, leading to missed 
opportunities to get internships.

Some International Students have struggles with money. 
Restrictions to how many hours we can work, creates issues 
covering rent. We do not want to ask parents for money, since they 
may be paying course fees of $44K. We then limit social activities 
to save money, sometimes feeling inferior and leading to more 
isolation and anxiety. 

The pressure of grades and need to meet hurdles and massive 
impact of failing a subject. Living up to expectations of yourself 
and family and not wanting to be seen as a ‘failed investment’ also 
add to the pressures and struggles of international students.

Universities struggle with identifying people at risk and students 
don’t always reach out.”

“Thank you for your time Mamta”

“Thanks Luke!”

I once had a lecturer, tell us to thank the international student 
sitting next to us, since they help subsidise our course fees. We 
forget how much of our economy and education system is on the 
back of the many international students who come to Australia 
looking to improve themselves and create opportunities. While 
many do make the most of their time in Australia and contribute 
so much, for others it is a struggle and challenge just to survive. 

Thank you to Luke Brouwer for his insightful article.

International Students

Mamta and Luke at home
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Celebrating with Eleanore

Pastoral Assistant Jacinta Bibby

Celebrating a special birthday with Eleanore.



Holy Spirit Magazine June 201940

For continued reform we need to look at the first 300 years of 
our history.

Priesthood of the Faithful.

The apostle Peter writes, ‘But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light.’ (1 Peter 2:9). See also Revelation 1:6.

Every baptised person belongs to this royal priesthood known as 
the priesthood of the faithful.

Immediately after a person is baptised with water, he/she is 
anointed with the oil of chrism when the celebrant says, ‘God the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin, given you 
a new birth water and the Holy Spirit. He now anoints you with 
the chrism of salvation. As Christ was anointed priest, prophet 
and king, so may you live always as a member of his body, sharing 
everlasting life.’

It is rarely taught that all baptised people are priests.

Break from Jewish Practices

The early Christians broke away from the Judaism they had 
inherited.

“Consequently, what we find in the pages of the NT is a complete 
discontinuity, a complete break between the Israelite priesthood 
as it had evolved by the time of Jesus, and the 

Christian leaders, workers, co-workers and ministers, spoken of in 
the NT. “(Brian Gleeson CP, Ordained Persons and their Ministries: 
New Testament Foundations and Variations, Australian ejournal of 
Theology 7, p. 

Leadership in Early Church

Three kinds of leadership evolved in the early church. First, the 
‘overseer’ who was assisted by ‘presbyters’ and ‘deacons’. 

None of these leaders were called priests — there were no 
ordinations.

The overseers presided at the Eucharist without being ‘ordained’:

 “Nowhere in the New Testament are church presbyters or bishops 
called priests; that development came for bishops in the second 
century, and later for presbyters. It is interesting that 1 Peter 
speaks of a general “royal priesthood” (2:9) and of ‘presbyters’ (5:1) 
but makes no connection between them.” (Raymond Brown, The 
Churches the Apostles Left Behind, Paulist Press New York, 1984, 
p. 80 footnote.)

Timothy was a leader in apostolic times.

Paul tells him the leaders must be “…above reproach, married only 
once, temperate, sensible, respectful, hospitable, an apt teacher, 
not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a 

lover of money. He must manage his own household well … not 
a recent convert … well thought of by outsiders.” (1 Timothy 3:1-7)

How did Ordination Creep in?

Ordination evolved under certain pressures. It does not seem to 
have been a decision by a council or a pope.

One of the pressures came from converts from Judaism who found 
it hard to forget the idea of having priests to offer sacrifice.

“By the third century the overseer’s role is starting to be cast in 
priest terms because the community wishes to have priests 
like other Roman religions do. The Old Testament priesthood 
gradually becomes the model of what the overseer role ought to 
be, which is exactly opposite to the first and second generation’s 
understanding.” (Papesh, p. 23)

To provide priests, the overseers were ordained to offer sacrifice.

As the number of Christians grew, the overseer needed help so the 
presbyters were also ordained.

The Eucharists presided over by the community leaders in the 
first 300 years were valid, even though these leaders were not 
‘ordained’. 

Ordination is not necessary for a valid Eucharist.

Women as Leaders

In those times all the leaders were men which, I suspect, was a 
cultural matter.  

Today the situation is very different. We have women as prime 
ministers, premiers, managers, CEOs. Women have shown they can 
be effective leaders.

The first 300 years of the church show clearly that if women can be 
good leaders, they could preside at the Eucharist without being 
ordained.

Admittedly this would be extremely difficult as the present system 
of male clerics has been in place for 1700 years and has become 
solidly entrenched. It would be like trying to move a mountain, but 
Jesus said we can move mountains. 

We could at least take the early church as a model and reform 
the church according to that model adapted to the twenty first 
century. 

Equality

St Paul preempted the discussion of equality of men and women. 
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28) 

There were women deacons in the early church. Paul says “I commend 
to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchreae” (Romans 
1:1) We had women deacons in the church for hundreds of years. 

Women as Leaders
A Church Always in Need of Reform
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Women Leaders in the Middle Ages

 “Ordination comprised a much larger group of ministries in the early 
Middle Ages, including ministries reserved for women … Women 
were frequently also referred to as ordained and occasionally as 
clerics.” (Gary Marcy, The Hidden History of Women’s Ordination, 
Oxford University Press 2008)

Atto, bishop of Vercelli, described the initiation of deaconesses as 
an ordination: “Therefore for the aid of men, devout women were 
ordained leaders of worship in the holy Church.” (Macy p.36) 

“First and foremost, the power to perform the rituals of the church 
was not the essential purpose of ordination. The question of who 
had the power to perform rituals was less important than whom 
the community had chosen as their ministers.” (Macy p.41)

Schillebeeckx, said,“… in the ancient church it is said that he (or she) 
is ‘appointed’  as minister in order to be able to appear as leader to 
build up the community, and for this reason he (or she) was also the 
obvious person to preside at the Eucharist.” (Macy p.42)

“First and most important, women were ordained in the early 
Middle Ages. According to the understanding of ordination held 
by themselves and their contemporaries, they were just as truly 
ordained as any bishop, priest or deacon …. The evidence is simply 
overwhelming” (Macy p.86)

Reform

However, “In the early decades of the twelfth century a theology 
was developing that would completely remove women from any 
ordained ministry ….” (Macy pp 92,93)

The ‘reformers’ used the tactic of denigrating women. Peter 
Damian was particularly loathsome: “I speak to you, O charmers 
of the clergy, appetizing flesh of the devil … , venom of wine and 
eating, companions of the very stuff of sin, the cause of our ruin. 
You, I say, I exhort you women of the ancient enemy, you bitches, 
sows, screech-owls, night owls, she-wolves, blood suckers …”  
(Macy p.113) 

Cardinal Sicard of Cremona said,  “If a woman should bear a male, 
she should abstain from entering the church for forty days as one 
unclean since an infant conceived  in uncleanliness  is said to be 
unformed for forty days; and if [a woman]  bears a female, the 
period of time is doubled.” (Macy p.114)

 “Thomas (Aquinas) was equally blunt about women’s nature: ‘In 
respect to her particular nature, woman is something defective 
and accidental.’” (Macy, p.120)

This bias persists today. A correspondent of The Tablet happened 
to meet a nun who worked in the Vatican. She asked what it was 
like to work with all those male priests, bishops and cardinals. Her 
reply: “I feel like shit on their shoes.”

My basic point is that it is not necessary to be ordained to celebrate 
the Eucharist, which means that a woman who is a capable leader 
could celebrate mass.  

Frank O’Dea SSS. 

This is an abridged version of a longer article. If you would like to see 
the full article, see my online book, Eucharist the basic Spirituality at 
theeucharist.wordpress.com and click on Further Reading.

 

IMPERIAL 
SPLENDOURS WITH 
OBERAMMERGAU 
DEPARTING 24 MAY 2020

12 DAYS  |  MUNICH TO MUNICH

  $5,545*
per person 
twin share

This Central Europe tour is a magnificent 
journey through the former Habsburg 
Empire. Your tour starts and ends in 
Munich. Along the way, you will overnight 
in some of Central Europe’s most exciting 
cities: Prague, Budapest, Vienna, and 
Salzburg.

During your tour, you will also get to 
experience a special Oberammergau 
itinerary and enjoy a once-in-a-decade 
Passion Play performance! 

YOUR TOUR INCLUDES
g Breakfast Daily, 1 Lunch and 7 Dinners 
g Services of a Professional Tour Director and  
 Local Guides 
g Enjoy the Passion Play from 2:30pm to 10:30pm  
 and a 3-hour intermission for dinner

For more information or to register your interest contact

RHEOM TRAVEL 
Phone (03) 9830 1188 
Email edwina@rheomtravel.com.au or catherine@rheomtravel.com.au 
Visit  Ground Floor, 210 Canterbury Road, Canterbury VIC 3126

*A non-refundable deposit of $350.00 per person is due by 31st October 2019. 
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After 9AM Mass the first Sunday there was no 10.30 Mass - Everyone had lots to chat about.

Photo Album 9am Mass

Great food.

Great company - lots of laughs!

Look - New hip - works great!

Serious discussions.
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Plenty of smiles

But, didnt that happen ?????

And GREAT singers
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Saturday 15th June 2019, 7pm for a 7.30pm start

MC Billy Brownless

$120pp. 3 course dinner and drinks included
Manningham Function Centre,
699 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster
Featuring Gangsters of Love
Silent Auction, Raffle, Special Guests

Booking link is https://sharksjuniorfc.teamapp.com/events/8457974
or in the EVENTS section of the app from your iphone/ipad.

Dress code is cocktail/dinner (tables of 10) 

50 Years Strong Gala Dinner

Gala Dinner brought to you by


