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We look forward to that Blessed time of rebirth which is Easter.  
May this special season bring renewed hope and joy to your faith, and we wish 

all our Mothers a very happy and peaceful day in May.

The great gift of Easter is hope – Christian hope which makes us have that confidence in God, in his ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love, 
which nothing can shake. – Basil Hume

Whoever reads the New Testament seriously, or gives thought to the impact which the apostles made upon their generation, must acknowledge that 
one outstanding historic event alone spurred that small band of 11 ordinary men to an amazing task of evangelization in their generation. Defying 
every obstacle, loss of home, persecution, even death itself, they evidenced the supreme relevance in their ministry of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
– Erling C. Olsen
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Thank You from the Editor
I write this the day after the traumatic news events surrounding our previous 
archbishop Pell. 

There are no winners.

I am sad on so many levels. I imagine for many people of great faith that this will be 
devastating news, and may well feel the Rock of your faith, upon which your whole 
life has been based, has shifted irreparably, and it may seem you do not know which 
way is up anymore.  

People may feel a terrible injustice has been perpetrated.

I feel for those of our wonderful priests and religious innocent of such predatory 
behaviours, who have worked tirelessly in their calling and ministered to our 
communities with love and dedication, who now may feel they too have been 
tainted by the seemingly never ending scandals of the institutional church.

And for all victims, robbed of the carefree childhoods and adolescence they should 
have had. 

I have never met any victim of sexual abuse who has been able to walk away 
unscathed. 

Sexual abuse robs victims of an essential part of themselves, that is never retrievable. 

I personally believe the Institutional Church, cannot walk away from having been 
responsible for facilitating this abuse, by refusing to acknowledge, and deal with 
these issues for the past century at least. So many lives have been devastated as a 
result of this refusal to confront and deal with the issue.

However, there is hope because we the people are the Church on the ground.  We are 
the ones who identify with the Risen Christ who came to us to seek to right injustice, 
and in doing so gave us the power to carry “The Christ within us” and make him 
known throughout our communities in our everyday lives. 

Just think for a moment of what an extraordinary gift of  power that is.

“See those Christians - How they love one another”. 

I have seen that abundantly in the past six weeks whilst my daughter-in-law and 
myself have been incapacitated.  Food has kept flowing from people who do not 
even know my daughter in law, and I could survive for a long time with not only the 
food, but the loving care with which it has been delivered.

The Australian Catholics, have often not been as obedient to the Institutional Church 
as Rome would like.  We tend to question man made rules that do not “sit” with our 
sense of justice.

Now more than ever, we need to continue to express our views and stand up and call 
out rules and regulations that we believe are all about power and not in the ethos of 
what Christ brought to us at such a cost.

But most of all we need to look after each other with great respect for our differences 
whether they be liturgical or secular - Christ told us there were many rooms in his 
Fathers house - Perhaps after all this destruction the institutional Church will realise 
we are not a worldwide homogeneous mob, but rather a great group of believers in 
Christ whose worship and devotion is as diverse as the lands, cultures and families 
we come from.

And maybe then, all of those “rooms in my fathers house” will be opened and filled.

(Please Note: these are the Editors thoughts only and do not purport to represent our 
Parish Priest or the Holy Spirit Community.)

Thank you to all who have contributed to this edition. It is your contributions large 
and small that create The Spirit magazine. 

We send our condolences to the Doensen families on the loss of Kath. 

What a wonderful person she was.

Also to the Batson families on the loss of Shelah’s sister Mary, and to all our parishioners 
experiencing the pain of grief and/or loss. - We willingly share your pain. 

Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers

Check the theme for our next edition and please contribute YOUR stories. Each 
individual has a story to tell - Whats yours? 

Wishing you all a very special Easter, and our Mums a Happy Mother’s  Day.

Many thanks, Helen Konynenburg

The Spirit Magazine is published four times a year. 
Editor:  Helen Konynenburg    
E-mail:  helen@konynenburg.com 
Publisher:  Minuteman Press Mitcham    
Email:  mitcham@minutemanpress.com

Photo supplied by Ian Stuart

The contents of this magazine are printed in an effort to support 
community awareness and communication and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the editors, our Parish Priest, or the people of 
the Holy Spirit Parish.

Average circulation 700 copies - Not for profit

NOW AVAILABLE IN FULL COLOUR ONLINE:  
http://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/TheSpiritMagazine.aspx

Printed by Minuteman Press Mitcham - Shop 2, 535 Whitehorse Road  
Mitcham, Vic, 3132 - Phone: 9873 2888    
www.mitcham.minutemanpress.com.au
Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com

Closing date for next edition: May 17th, 2019

Focus for next Edition:     
Refugees, Migration & Immigration - Are we still the land of a fair 
go for everyone or has that become an urban myth.  Tell us your 
migration story.
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4th November
Emily HATCH, Parents Oliver & Alexeena

17th November
Kathryn McMAHON, Parents Daniel & Mickey

18th November
Sophie COSTELLO-MANNING, Parents Trent & Karen
Milla PARDO, Parents Charles & Leanne

1st December
Isaac & Oliver WINGATE, Parents James & Deanne

16th February
Noah WELLOCK, Parents Simon & Sarah
Lila & Jack MORSE, Parents Adam & Caitlin

Around the Parish

Christmas Carols

Baptism Welcomings
17th February
Isla CURRAN, Parents Shane 
& Madeline

24th February
Lena & Matt McGowan 
together with sons Henri & 
Luis presented their daughter 
Emmi to be welcomed into the 
parish family. 
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Our members had a very busy time leading up to Christmas, as 
requests for assistance from the people we visit increased to a 
marked degree.

This situation has continued in January, as people are faced with 
“back to school” expenses, as well as trying to meet ever increasing 
utility costs, as an example. 

We try to help where we can, within our resources.

Our Christmas hamper and toy appeal was an outstanding success, 
and we are extremely grateful to Holy Spirit parishioners for 
preparing and donating the hampers, as well as the toys – each child 
in the relative family received three toys.

We delivered 93 hampers and included a Coles Gift Card therein so 
that the recipients could buy fresh food to supplement.

Our “Buy A Dinner Appeal” raised $6000 - these monies were used to 
purchase the Coles Gift Cards.  This was a wonderful effort and our 
thanks are once again extended to those parishioners, who made 
these donations, not only from the Conference members, but from 
those we assist.

Ron Smith
President

St Vincent De Paul Society 
Holy Spirit Conference
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A Snapshot! Jacinta Bibby

Hello everyone l’m Jacinta your new Pastoral Associate.

Thank you to all those who have made me feel so welcome, 

l’ve been asked to tell you a little about myself so here 

goes.
I’m a wife and mother, my husband is Damian my children 

are Andrew, Callum, Joseph and Sarah, I barrack for 

Collingwood, and like the snow and beach.

I have been working in my role as PA with the parish and 

school community of St Dominic’s East Camberwell for the 

past 12 years full time and before that in the deanery 

with Immaculate Conception East Hawthorn for 18 months, 

both of these roles have been very rewarding being able to 

work and grow in faith and faith development with many 

wonderful people.It is always a joy to listen and spend time with people to 

see how they see God in their lives and how faith is present 

around them, l’m very much looking forward to getting to 

know as many of you as l can please come by or drop me an 

email.
Kind RegardsJacinta

Role in the Parish/School: Parish Pastoral Associate 

• My earliest memory…. Having germen measles on my 5th 

birthday and not allowed to open my presents. 

• At school I always…… got seated next to the naughty child  

as l was a quiet child.

• My drink of choice….. Is whiskey 

• I wish I had….slower days

• I wish I hadn’t…..stopped snowing skiing

• My most humiliating moment….. l don’t really have one

• My happiest moment…..seeing my family happy

• At home I cook …...my nanas sausage casserole 

• My favourite gadget is….. Don’t have one

• The book that changed my life ….. Don’t have one

• I’m loving …..Netflix’s  

• Friends say I am……. loyal

• If only I could…... use the computer better

• The last big belly laugh I had…..was watching our   

dog  swing on our fruit tree to get the plums

• What I don’t find amusing is…...people being   

unkind to one another 

•  I’m always being asked…. Mum can you….

• My favourite game is….. AFL Football

• At the moment I’m reading….nothing, lm    

open for some suggestions

• If I were a car I’d be….an MG SUV

• I often wonder about …………Collingwood   

winning another grand final
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Christians affirm the role of the Holy Spirit in prayer. The title 
of the book, Praying … the Holy Spirit with its deliberate space 
between terms, suggests that the combination of prayer and 
the Holy Spirit has any number of variables.  This booklet is 
offered as a help in turning to the Holy Spirit during periods of 
discernment, decision-making, trial or transition – all part of our 
lives at one time or another.  The booklet includes prayers and a 
revised translation of the ever popular novena to the Holy Spirit 
composed by Saint Alphonsus Liguori.  It also contains many 
beautiful prayers to the Holy Spirit.  The author’s hope is that this 
booklet will become a source of prayer and renewed devotion to 
the Holy Spirit who “leads us to the complete truth” (John 16:13)

Larry Kaufman CSsR

Acknowledgement: I received this advertisement and thought some 
of our readers may like this little book. Thank you to Magellan family 
Publications for allowing us to pass on for you.  To order post to PO 
Box 43 Brighton Vic3186, or online at: Magellan.org.au

Praying...the 
Holy Spirit

 

We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries

If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
businesses from our local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine.
The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
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$160 Full width page quarter page size
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Advertising in ‘The Spirit’ magazine

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.

2 SEPTEMBER 2013
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au
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Holy Spirit Netball Club
HSNC is the largest club at MENA (Melbourne East Netball Association) 
with 23 teams from under 9 through to Open.

Games are being played at Great Ryrie Primary School and Aquinas 
College while HE Parker undergoes an upgrade to include an indoor 
stadium with 4 courts and 4 outdoor courts. Training is held on a 
Monday afternoon at The Rings. Once the stadium is completed we 
will be training at HE Parker on a Monday afternoon. The whole club 
training together at the one location ensures easy communication as 
well as fostering club spirit.

Our Autumn season runs from February to June and our Spring season 
runs from July to December.

Our annual Netta program continues to ensure our club continues to 
grow and thrive. This will be held in May for year 1 and 2 students.

New players are always welcome regardless of age or ability. Any new 
enquiries, contact Karen Woods 0438 580 122.

Go Spirits!

Karen Woods – President

U11 Red Section 1 Premiers – Spring Season 2018

U15 White Section 3 Premiers – Spring Season 2018Open Red Section 1 Premiers – Spring Season 2018
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Bartimaeus the Blind 
Author: Revd Martin Dale Oct 22, 2003. 
Sermon Central

Helen Keller was inspiring in the way she dealt 
with her deafness and blindness. She once 
wrote a magazine article entitled: “Three days 
to see.”

In that article she outlined what she would like 
to see - if she were granted just three days of 
sight. It was a powerful, thought provoking 
article.

On the first day she said she wanted to see her 
friends.  The second day she said she would 
like to be able to look at nature around her.

And on the third day, she said she would like to 
spend her time - in her home city, New York - 
watching the busy city and the bustle of work.

She concluded with these words: “I, who am 
blind can give one hint to those who see: Use 
your eyes as if tomorrow you were stricken 
blind.’

Blindness in the 21st century is bad enough 
- but it was much worse in Jesus’ day. Today 
a blind person at least has the hope of living 
a useful life with proper training. And Braille 
opens opportunities for education. Some of 
the most skilled and creative people in our 
society are blind. But in first century Palestine 
blindness meant that you would be subject to 
abject poverty.

You would be reduced to begging for a living. 
You lived at the mercy and the generosity 
of others. And unless your particular kind 
of blindness was self-correcting, there was 
no hope whatsoever for a cure. The skills 
that were necessary to cure some forms of 
blindness were still centuries beyond the 
medical knowledge of the day. Little wonder 
then that one of the signs of the coming of 
the Messiah was that the blind should receive 
their sight.

When Jesus announced his ministry, he said:

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has sent 
me to recover sight to the blind.”

The story of the healing of blind Bartimaeus 
would suggest to us that there are three kinds 
of blindness.

1. The first kind of blindness is the blindness 
of Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus was unable to see 
and so he was consigned to a life of begging. 
But he could see that if he came to Jesus, he 
would be healed. It was a gift of faith. But if 
he was healed, he’s have to change his way 
of life – as begging had become a habit with 
him. He wasn’t put off when others told him to 

shut up. He could see that Jesus alone was the 
answer to his predicament.

2. The second kind of blindness is the 
blindness of the disciples. The disciples of 
course could physically see. But in this case 
they could NOT see the will of God.  If they 
had been aware of  what Jesus intended to 
do, I am sure they would have eagerly helped 
Bartimaeus. But healing a blind man was 
outside their experience. In another passage, 
a man summed the situation up as follows: 
“Never since the beginning of the world has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind” (Jn 9:32). The crowds didn’t 
have any compassion either. They tried to shut 
him up. Why have their Passover celebration 
spoiled? Perhaps they said things like:

“We’re on our way to the Holy City; we have 
no time for a blind beggar!” “Don’t bother the 

Master, you old beggar, he can’t help you!!”

“He’s got more important things to do than to 
bother with you!”

Do you catch the irony here? It is the religious 
crowd, on their way to a religious festival – 
who  miss the will of God! These same people 
listen to Jesus talk about the kingdom of God 
and yet can’t see what Jesus is planning to do! 
They are in the right place listening to the right 
things – but with the wrong heart - and they 
completely miss the point! Helen Keller said, 
“Better to be blind and to see with your heart, 
than to have two good eyes and see nothing.”

3. The third kind of blindness is the 
blindness of our generation to their needs.

Story: Have you ever been bothered by 
unsolicited phone calls - from double glazing 
salesmen? On a particular Monday night I got 
such a call. I said to the young man who rang – 
“I’m sorry but I can’t be much help to you with 
your business because I don’t own the house. 
But can I ask you a question.

“Yes” he replied, puzzled I think. I said. “Do you 
go to church?”

“No” he replied

So I followed up by asking “Why not”.

He replied “ I haven’t really given it much 
thought – but my brother goes to church – 
he’s keen”

“Can I ask you one final question?” I said “Have 
you ever given thought to where you will 
spend eternity?”

“No” he said “But you have given me something 
to think about”.

Can you imagine that every time a double 
glazing salesman called, every Christian 
asked him if he went to church. They’d start 
panicking!! After a bit, they’d start their patter 
by saying:

“Before we start please don’t ask me if I go to 
church – I have already been asked that by 50 
people this evening!”

You’d share your faith – and they pay the 
phone bill! The world is so busy that they seem 
to have little time to sit down and consider the 
claims and mission of Jesus. I wonder if the 
world doesn’t have time for God, because we 
don’t really believe - in our heart of hearts - 
that Jesus is the answer for this generation.

I think the challenge to us was put very nicely 
by the ’Sunday Times’ journalist Matthew 
Parris – a man, who by his own confession, is 
not a Christian. Parris wrote:

“The New Testament offers a picture of God, 
who does not sound at all vague. He has sent 
His Son to earth. He has distinct plans for 
each of us personally and can communicate 
directly with us. We are capable of forming a 
direct relationship, individually with Him, and 
are commanded to try. We are told that this 
can be done only through his son. And we are 
offered the prospect of eternal life – an afterlife 
in happy, blissful or glorious circumstances if 
we live this life in a certain manner.

Friends, if I believed that, or even a tenth of 
that, how could I care which version of the 
prayer book is used. I would drop my job, sell 
my house, throw away all my possessions, 
leave my  acquaintances and set out into 
the world burning with desire to know more 
and, when I had found more, to act upon it 
and tell others. Far from being puzzled that 
the Mormons and Adventists should knock 
on the door, I am unable to understand how 
anyone who believed that (which) is written in 
the Bible could choose to spend their waking 
hours in any other endeavour.”

(Matthew Parris)

Thank you to David Heath for presenting this 
article for inclusion.
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DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

After reading Hiroko’s story of living through the Nagasaki Atom bomb 
in 1945 in the last edition of The Spirit,  it was important that on our trip 
to Japan to see Katie, our daughter and her husband Jamie for Christmas 
that we visit the site of the first bomb three days earlier on August 6th 
1945 in Hiroshima. Hiroshima is a beautiful city totally surrounded by 
mountains with a population of 1.2 million people. You travel through 
five extensive tunnels to reach the city from the airport. It is of course a 
relativately new city quite similar in many ways to Melbourne. The Ota 
river splits into six  smaller rivers as it runs through the city.Hiroshima’s 
population is 1.2 million people.

The bomb was exploded 600 metres above the Prefectural Industrial 
Promotional Hall and the shell of this building remains today as  it was  
after the bombing as the Atomic Bomb Dome. 70000 to 80000 were 
killed on the day with a large number dying in the next three months.
The Hiroshima Peace Museum is adjacent to the Dome and it really 
highlights the absolute tragedy and futility of war.It was truly a moving 
experience to be able to visit this city which was so terribly devastated 
and through its dedicated people has rebuilt itself into a wonderful city.
Incidently Hiroshima  is the home of Mazda Motors and the son of the 
founder of this company was a casualty on that dark day in 1945. 

HiroshimaThank you to Don & Lyn Schroder for this 
thoughtful and thought provoking article.
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Scoring the performance of the Australian 
church is a complex task at any time. Dioceses 
and congregations vary enormously. The 
mission of church agencies continues 
unabated in education, health, social services 
and aged care. But by any measure 2018 has 
been a big year.

 The bishops have responded to the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse and released the report of 
their own Truth Justice and Healing Council. 
The Archbishop of Adelaide has stood down 
The historic first year of the listening process 
for the Plenary Council 2020/2021 has been 
underway across the country.

The bishops have participated actively in 
the lingering public debate about freedom 
of religion following the introduction of 
same sex marriage late last year. Education 
authorities and bishops have plunged 
into political action over Commonwealth 
education funding and emerged successful.

The official church is a wounded bull still with 
some energy and clout to influence the public 
square. That is despite damaging revelations 
from the royal commission continuing 
to become public. Catholic communities 
continue to be hurt and torn apart by such 
past actions in church settings.

The efforts to enforce new child safety 
protocols in individual dioceses and national 
responses like the National Day of Sorrow 
and Promise called by Catholic Religious 
Australia are promising steps forward, but, 
as the anger and demands of survivors at 
the national parliamentary apology showed, 
reconciliation will take decades if not the 
lifetimes of all survivors.

The official church response to the royal 
commission was derailed by both the media 
and church leaders concentrating on the 
issues of confession and celibacy. The church 
governance reforms recommended by the 
royal commission are proceeding at a snail’s 
pace if at all.

Lack of transparency remains a big problem 
at the highest levels in the church. Just as 
the government leader in the House of 
Representatives, Christopher Pyne, can 
confidently proclaim, after announcing 
serious restrictions on parliamentary sittings 
from now until the May federal election, 
that few Australians are interested in what 
goes on in ‘the Canberra bubble’, it doesn’t 
cross the minds of many church leaders that 
knowing about and demanding change in 
church governance is any business of lay 
Catholics.

“Reformers want lay participation in 
governance recognised as a matter of 
principle, not just to keep the ship afloat.”

The disconnect is clear. The task of running 
the church is increasingly borne by the laity. 
At the local level this was starkly recognised 
by Fr Tony Percy, Canberra Goulburn Vicar-
General, even while he was hosing down 
any concerns about church governance and 
inclusion.

He painted a picture which would be true 
of other dioceses: women head diocesan 
Financial Administration, Communications, 
Marriage, Family and Relationships, the 
Catholic Development Fund, Parish Pastoral 
Support, Fundraising, the Tribunal, two of 
the three service agencies, 61 per cent of 
Catholic schools and so on.

At the same time the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference (ACBC), after a 
consultant’s report by a former federal 
departmental head, restructured the 
administration of national church 
commissions and councils to allow for lay 
heads instead of bishops. This was given 
little publicity because it was undertaken 
to free up bishops to concentrate on their 
pastoral activities rather than in recognition 
of equal participation by the laity in church 
governance. Reformers want lay participation 
in governance recognised as a matter of 
principle, not just to keep the ship afloat.

For leaders and church reformers the public 
face of a synodal, listening church lies in the 
Plenary Council process. Few could doubt the 
sterling efforts of the facilitation team, led by 
Lana Turvey-Collins and Fr Noel Connolly. 
They report on the thousands who have 
made submissions or participated in listening 
sessions. They also talk in encouraging tones 
of the opportunities available to lay Catholics 
to make a difference. But scepticism about 
the intentions of church leaders remains 
justified.

Many reformers are hanging in there and 
giving consultation their best shot at local 
and national level. Concerned Catholics 
Canberra Goulburn has just held its own 
successful session, based on a necessary 
balance between the provision of meaningful 
context and perceptive discernment. The 
context included papers on the demography 
of the Australian Catholic community, Canon 
Law, Vatican 2, the recommendations of the 
royal commission, the vision of Pope Francis, 
and women, leadership and the church.

The Australian Catholic Coalition for Church 
Reform (ACCCR) has been labouring hard to 
have the concerns of the reform community 
heard by the ACBC. Our concerns mirror the 
weaknesses of the Plenary Council. Getting 
a good hearing from the ACBC President 
may not mean that the leadership is really 
listening.

The voice of reformers through ACCCR 
remains unheard. Issues like inadequate 
lay representation at the Plenary Council, 
a woman as co-chair, lay involvement in 
the meetings of ACBC, a commitment 
to governance reform and women’s 
participation in decision-making still lie on 
the table without any action.

Church Reform 
Scorecard

John Warhurst

Thank you to Eureka Street and John Warhurst 
for allowing us to republish this article.
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Plenary 2020   
At Holy Spirit
In an after mass event in November last year 
and one evening this February, parishioners 
gathered for a Listening & Dialogue session to 
consider the 2020 Plenary Council question, 
‘What do you think God is asking of us in 
Australia at this time?’
Overall, approx 100 people participated, 
courageously sharing their own hopes and 
dreams for the Australian Church and listening 
humbly to the differing points of view from 
others in their group. Nominated scribes took 
notes as the process unfolded, which were 
then used to develop agreed topics for the 
Plenary Council agenda, to be determined in 
the upcoming Year of Discernment. 
The data collected from these sessions was 
then typed up (thank you Joy Horne) creating 
a Parish document that has now been 
submitted. Please read below.
Thank you everyone who participated. Please 
continue to pray for the success of the Plenary 
process, which has the opportunity to effect 
positive legislated change, impacting the 
Australian Church and possibly beyond.
Part 1: 
ENGAGING YOUTH AND YOUNG PARENTS
How do we make it relevant and engaging?
How do we make the faith/Mass relevant and 
engaging?
How can we be genuine and express God’s love 
through relationship with God and others?
How can we support people in need?
How can we educate youth and young parents 
to attain an adult faith?
ASYLUM SEEKERS
How will Church leaders make practical and 
powerful statements?
What is the Church going to do as a good 
Samaritan to those seeking asylum here and 
our aboriginal communities?
LIVING OUR FAITH
What can the Church do to encourage more 
people to be involved in Church programs?
When will the Church provide more 
opportunities for women to be in leadership 
positions?
What about looking at making the liturgy more 
attractive to younger people – involvement 
and contemporary?
How can we encourage people to attend the 
Mass?
What can we do about getting more people to 
read the word of God?
How do we not let ritual get in the way of 
relationship with Jesus?
RE-FOCUS DIRECTION TO MEET FUTURE 
NEEDS OF ALL AND EACH GENERATION

What are people (not organisation) after?
Hierarchy is fine (run as a business), but WHO 
makes decisions?
Gender equality.  Has it changed since Jesus’ 
day?
Priests having a partner to talk to at the end of a 
hard day would be good.  How?
Restore trust in clergy – HOW?
Prayer at home and personal relationship with 
God.  How to encourage?
How to create environments/spaces to give 
opportunities to live out Jesus’ teachings?
How to be more Christian?  How to live the 
teachings of Jesus?
PEOPLE’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE CHURCH
Are we willing to become more involved?
Could administrative work be outsourced?
What other ways can we improve Church 
image?
Is it possible to have more lay people (male 
and female) to take a more prominent role?
Can the role of the Church be more 
empathetic to the needs of the people?
Can the laity, especially women, be more 
involved in the rituals and rites of the Church?
COMPASSION AND OUTREACH
Can we make sure that God is not limited to 
being here in this building?
How can we make Mass more relevant to 
young people?
INCLUSION AND RELEVANCE
How can we change the fundamentals of the 
delivery of Mass to enhance inclusiveness 
constantly?
Relevance in a changing society?
How can we be more inclusive and open 
minded to allow greater diversity in our 
Church and community?
By being more loving and caring can we reach 
out more to a greater diversity of people?
Can the Church practise what it preaches?
How do we make the Church less complicated 
so we can get on with the simple message of 
Christ (to love everyone)?
Part 2: 
1. The Mass was, in years gone by, a 
central social gathering for communities, 
was the place were congregations were 
instructed and guided and perhaps was the 
starting point for many subsequent Sunday 
afternoon discussions.  The Mass then was 
often a place for examining current day 
social issues and the Church was in many 
ways the voice of the Catholic community 
which was considered and largely respected 
by the wider community.  Today the mass is 
less provocative and less involved in social 
or political issues; it’s “safer”.  Issues such as 
asylum seekers, environmental degradation, 
social isolation, etc. are generally not mass 

topics.  As a result church goers don’t discuss 
them and the Catholic Church is not seem to 
have an opinion on them.  
Can the Mass be changed to take a risk, 
connect more with its congregation (the 
Church) by developing thinking on social and 
political issues from a Jesus-centric position 
and so re-establish the Church as a voice to 
be considered?
2. Australians have lost trust and 
confidence in its Banks (corruption / theft), 
Government (corruption, selfishness) 
and Churches (paedophilia in particular, 
especially the Catholic Church).  The Catholic 
Church has exacerbated its failings by being 
protective of itself at the cost of those that 
were hurt – against its own teachings.  
How will the Church become more open, 
more honest, less protective of itself and 
more caring of those that have been hurt, 
even if this comes at some cost to itself?  In 
particular will it allow independent bodies (of 
lay people) to provide review processes?
3. Australia values the contribution of 
women and men equally and have worked 
in recent decades at respecting and treating 
them equally, i.e. gender equality.  This 
is enforced through law and supported 
through education and advertising.  New 
Australians are expected to adopt an equal 
respect for women regardless of cultural 
backgrounds and we are generally proud of 
the Australian position. 
How will the Australian Church change to 
similarly ensure gender equality?
4. Australian Catholics are generally 
supportive of proposals to allow priests to 
marry.  
Will the Australian Church recognise this and 
request that this change be considered?
5. At the centre of the Catholic faith, Jesus 
welcomed everyone – Samaritans, pagans, 
Jews, the rich, the poor, women and men, 
sinners and saints.  Historically many groups 
of people have felt excluded, for example, on 
the basis of sexual orientation and re-married 
divorcees.  
How will the Church change itself to make 
these people feel included so that they can 
also join us on the path led by Christ?

6. The connection between Catholic 
schools and their associated Churches have 
weakened over past decades.  Less students 
attend mass, the majority of teachers are not 
church going Catholics, religious education 
has become more generic and less catholic 
particularly in secondary schools.  Catholic 
schools are looking less Catholic.  

How will the Church strengthen it’s teaching 
through the schools and the connection 
with them?

Thank you to David Heath for presenting this 
article for inclusion.



Holy Spirit Magazine March 201912

FURTHER COMMENTS FOR 
CONSIDERATION IN PLENARY COUNCIL 
2020 DISCUSSIONS

COMPASSION AND OUTREACH

Focus on the needs of poor, homeless, 
asylum seeker

Faith rather than materialism

Catholic Church’s response to asylum 
seekers is very poor.

Care of refugees and looking after our 
people

A church that is more active in taking 
steps to materially assist the poor and 
disadvantaged

Look after needy, mental health, poverty 
and abused persons

Treat others as we would like to be treated

Care for vulnerable people – aged, elderly

To show and treat with respect and kindness 
to all women and children

Companionship/lonely people need a sense 
of community

Looking after our people first e.g. bus to 
church for elderly/sick

Love and support our family and friends and 
church community

Moving out of comfort zone and protection 
of the Church

Learn and teach from previous asylum 
seekers’ stories of hope.

Reaching out to people beyond to help 
them

Be more welcoming – particularly to 
those who have come from other places – 
inclusion.

Refugees and poor and lonely

Show faith in action

Speak out in outreach when see injustice

We talk to people we know

Give without a sense of thanks

We need to provide more direct services

Reflect on abuse in the Church and find 
pathways to move on and focus on healing 
and really making a difference.

Church being less parochial and more 
universal – inclusion of women

Compassion – outreach poor and lonely, 
women in leadership

Change comes from people.

Media has massive influence.  Distinction 
black/white people, refugees.  We are all 
created equal – children of God.

Communication, prayer, and time, and 
listening and an open heart for everyone.

Do more for the disadvantaged.

How to stop the Church looking so greedy

Not to fear doing God’s work

Care for the marginalised, the poor, the sick, 
the elderly, and the lonely, young people on 
drugs.  Jesus says look out for my sheep.

ENGAGE THE YOUNG

Reconnect with the younger generation.

Strengthen our children’s faith - teach them 
the word of God

More relevant to youth

Engagement of next generation with local 
parish

Reaching teens and young adults

Re-focus direction to meet future needs of 
generation

Getting young ones back.  

Relevance to today’s society without 
abandoning the truths of the gospel and 
Jesus’ teachings.

Shortage of priests = relevant?  

Need to look at –

GLOBAL CLIMATE/PEACE/ECUMENISM

Environment

World peace – Australia and overseas

Join with other Christians to serve God more 
universally

INCLUSION

Change of laws

Delivery of the message

Society changed so much. Church is out of 
sync with current society

Contradictions around inclusion – rules of 
inclusion

Flexibility – rules and regulations – marriage, 
etc.

Jesus’ message is one of inclusion and 
diversity and open mindedness.  Women, 
LGBTIQ, youth, elderly, other denominations

Asking us to change – delivery, education, 
inclusion, relevance

Increase inclusivity of the Church – recognise 
our identity in Jesus – he had no boundaries 
– he loved diversity – women/gay

More about relationship with Jesus 
irrespective of gay marriage

Reconsider attitude to those of different 
sexual orientation

GENDER & CLERIC/LAY EQUALITY

To provide more opportunities for women 
to be engaged in the governance of the 
Church

Ministry – leadership.   Lay leadership 
greater level

Women deacons.  Women’s’ leadership be 
looked at immediately

Women and married priests

Diocesan Council with lay persons

Women priests

Define the role of women – allow women to 
be a part of that definition

Ways  - Visiting the people who don’t 
come to Church.  More empathetic

Create  balance – we need to look at ways to 
??? with appropriate respect

Women – more nurturing.  We are not using 
or recognising those gifts.  Not making tea!

More flexibility in defining roles (both men 
and women)

Example Mary McKillop

Challenge with respect Church leadership

Role and leadership of women in the Church

Changes in society.  Christlike – never reject 
at the table

Putting God at the forefront

We are God’s hands, feet, eyes and ears

Laity (the church – us to step up and take 
responsibility.   God – Priest – us.

Married priests and women priests

TEACHING/RITUAL INTEGRITY.  

Commitment (do what you say you will do)

Open Church

To be open minded to different ways of 
doing things

Respect

Faith instead of scepticism

Welcome and hospitality

Dialoguing

Prayer and meditation

Honest, openness, integrity and trust

Be humble in our reactions to others

Recognizing God in others

Love God, Love one another.

A church that is more encouraging of people 
to read the word of God

Develop a strong relationship with God, 
holy family and the trinity

Trust in a ritual

Forgiveness and to say sorry

No fear, people are welcomed.  

Be merciful Church were everyone feels 
comfortable to come forward and be 
involved.

Focus more on Jesus’ teachings to prepare 
us for the next life rather than man imposed 
rules of the church

Liturgy improve, uplifting

Love our God: 

Attending Mass, adherence to the 
sacraments and to prayer/converse with 
God.
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Love thy neighbour:

Be compassionate, proactive in meeting people’s needs.

PRIESTS

Optional celibacy for priests

Allow more pastoral work with the aim of improving Church 
image.

Seminary education and support in the seminary 

Diocesan life

Flexibility – open mindedness

Care for their people

Involve the laity

Hierarchy flexibility to support priests

Diocesan seminary education – more spirituality

Laity involvement with Diocesan parish.  Decisions.  Training 
priest.

Justice.  Inclusive for all peoples.

Married priests should be allowed

Part 3: 

1. How will the leadership/ governance shift to include equal 
involvement of lay, especially women, in positions of power?

2. How can the Church capture the hearts and minds of all 
people and draw them into relationship with Jesus?

3. How can our weekly rituals and devotions be more appealing 
and relevant. 

Thank you to Mary Ryan for this update on Plenary2020 at Holy Spirit 
Parish and all if the great work she has done facilitating our sessions.
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Archbishop Comensoli Statement
Weekend 2-3 March 2019

Dear Friends in Christ,

At a time when the early Christian community was at a very low ebb, experiencing internal shame and external criticism, St. Paul acknowledged 

among his fellow believers that “if one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26).  In this past week of great pain and shame, of 

bewilderment and disheartenment, has not our own experience as members of the Church in Melbourne been one of great suffering together?

The release of the news regarding the conviction of Cardinal George Pell for child sexual abuse has polarised our society on a broad level, from 

which none of us are immune.  I want to acknowledge the devastating impact this may have had on each and every one of you, both in the 

release of the details and in how this news has been publicly received.   Your heart is hurting; and your home of faith is hurting!

We will each experience any amount of confusing and conflicting feelings.  At this time please reach out for support if you feel you need it, and 

be present to those around you who may need to talk, or even to have space as they come to terms with what this means for them personally.   

Especially, can I encourage you to pour out your heart to the Lord, who holds each one of us tenderly in His love and care.

You have every right to hold your own personal understanding of what has unfolded.  I ask that you be mindful of the judicial process still 

underway.   Our opinions must remain respectful of this process, and our speech offered in charity.  As in all things, and at all times, let our 

actions and words be offered in truth with love (Eph 4:15).

In all this we must never forget those who walk with this pain every day, whose lives remain devastated by the impact of sexual abuse inflicted 

on them in their vulnerability.  To the survivors, to their families and to their friends and colleagues, I again offer my deepest apology for wrongs 

that have been done by those who have abused their position of ministry and care.

To all of you, I renew my commitment to work assiduously to bring justice and healing where needed.  I also invite you to join with me in 

building up our local Christian communities in every way whereby our children, young people, and all who are vulnerable can safely and 

securely flourish in faith, hope and love.  We can never do enough in this regard, for it is the true way of the Gospel.  At the end of this letter you 

will find contact information for reporting and personal support.  I strongly encourage you to use these if required.

You read this today having come to pray and join each other in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  You have gathered not merely in a 

building but as followers of Christ and friends in the Lord.  The Eucharist is our greatest Sacrament of healing; may today bring you closer to the 

healing presence of our Lord and brother, Jesus.  For “you are the body of Christ and individually members of it,” and you do not stand alone (1 

Cor 12:27).

May our Blessed Mother Mary, Untier of Knots, accompany us toward the light and hope of her Risen Son.

Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus,

Most Rev Peter A Comensoli

Archbishop of Melbourne

The Victorian Police SANO Task Force investigates past abuse that has occurred in religious and non-government organisation.  If you have personally 
experienced sexual abuse, or know of someone who has, SANO may be contacted on 1800 110 007 or through sanotaskforce@police.vic.gov.au.  
Alternatively, you may dial Victoria Police on 000.

If you have experienced abuse by a member of the clergy, an employee, volunteer or a layperson of the Melbourne Archdiocese please contact the 
Archdiocesan Professional Standards Unit on (03) 9926 5630 or via: professional.standards@cam.org.au.
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Review by Luke Brouwer 

“A disciple is not merely someone who arrives at a certain place, but 
one who sets out decisively, who is not afraid to take risks and keeps 
walking. This is the great joy: to keep walking. You have not been 
afraid to take risks and to keep journeying. Today we were all able to 
“get here” because for some time now, in our various communities, we 
have all been “on the road” together.” Pope Francis WYD 2019

My name is Luke Brouwer and as a long time parishioner and St 
Vincent de Paul member, I thought I would pass on my thoughts on 
World Youth Day in Panama, which I was lucky to attend. Last year I 
let you know about my adventures in Spain for the Society, so it has 
been a fun year.

As part of my role as Oceania Youth Co-Ordinator, in October last 
year I was asked I would like to represent the region at the Family 
Vincentian event and more broadly at World Youth Day in Panama 
during January 2019.

Naturally when an opportunity like this presents, I jumped at the 
chance to attend my 2nd WYD since Sydney 2008

What is World Youth Day?

WYD is a worldwide encounter with the Pope that typically happens 
every three years in a different country. Previous years include Madrid 
(2011), Rio de Janeiro (2013), and Poland (2016), with the next WYD to 
Occur in Portugal in 2022.

Where is Panama? 

Located in Central America and bridges North & South America

The first thing that comes to mind, when hearing about Panama is 
the Canal and unfortunately I did not know much other than this. I 
was fortunate enough to enjoy a few days of travel out of the ‘min 
Miami’ like Panama City, to experience the jungle and surf culture of 
this Central American nation.

The choice of Panama as the venue for WYD was often question by 
those attending. Whilst a smaller country (4 million people), its 85% 
Catholic population, and locality for North and South American 
countries made for an extremely passionate contingent.

Vincentian Youth Gathering:

Every World Youth Day, there is a meeting of the Vincentian Family 
(FAMVIN), which includes the following groups;

- The Ladies of Charity

- The Congregation of the Mission

- The Daughters of Charity

- The Sisters of Charity 
Federation

- The Association of the 
Miraculous Miracle

- The Vincentian Marian Youth

- Society of St Vincent de Paul 
(SSVP)

The event before this WYD was located at Hogar de San Jose, a school 
(picture part school, part retreat centre, part prison) about half an 
hour from Panama City. SSVP made up a smaller number (Approx. 
25%) of the 300 attendees to this 3 day meeting, which was a lower 
proportion than expected, mainly due to my lack of awareness of the 
size of Vincentian Marian Youth in particular in the region. The main 
benefit of this was the need to share above The Societies works and 
allowed for many opportunities to learn about the works that other 
members of FAMVIN, particularly in the English speaking Catechesis 
group, whom the vast majority were Vincentian Marian Youth.

The humbleness of the event was clear to see, when curiously the 
President of St Vincent de Paul internationally, attended the event 
as an ‘ordinary’ pilgrim without fanfare or introduction and the 
Panamanian Vincentian President was handing out mattresses to the 
youth pilgrims. 

Whereas most groups were national groups, the SSVP International 
General Council Youth Representatives included the Following;

- Wilian (Brazil, International Youth Co-Ordinator)

- Josemary (Venezuela, America’s Co-Ordinator)

- Edguardo (Honduras, America’s Co-Ordinator)

- Leo (India, Asia Co-Ordinator)

- Boipelo (South Africa, Africa Co-Ordinator)

- Luke (Australia, Oceania Co-Ordinator)

Along with attending the event, the opportunity to collaborate and 
learn about the challenges and issues affecting the other regions 
of the world, from both a general and Society perspective, was too 
good an opportunity to miss. It proved more of a challenge than 
anticipated, having the ten days spent with a group whom I had only 
met briefly at the Youth gathering in Salamanca last July. Overall 
though, having a greater understanding of some key stakeholders of 
Vinnies International, I feel will only be beneficial going forward.

The main purpose of the meeting was simply to meet and to share 
in the charism of what it means to be Vincentian, particularly in Latin 
America. Each day consisted of mass, catechesis, many many meal 
breaks and nightly cultural celebrations.

The Catechesis were quite light on but provided a good chance to 
good chance to meet pilgrims from other countries. We were split 
into language group and as such the English group was the smallest 
compared to Spanish and Portuguese but had representatives from 
USA, Canada, and a large group from Slovakia, Poland and St Lucia 
among others. 

Topics ranged from, describing what makes the ‘perfect’ Vincentian to 
Vincentian trivia to a mock court case to decide if our facilitator could 
truly say he was guilty of being Vincentian (Unsurprisingly after some 

World Youth Day - Panama



Holy Spirit Magazine March 2019 17

odd questions it was declared he was a true Vincentian!). The main 
issue with the sessions was that they almost felt like a gap filler in 
between meals, which seemed to be an hour break for every 45mins 
of content and which ran on “Latin time’, with precedence being given 
to shortening sessions that never started on time to ensure we could 
get to the meals at the specified hour.

Other events included an opportunity for discussing the works of each 
group, which resulted in Wilian sharing about the works of the Society 
and showing the video from the Salamanca meeting (highlighting 
Young Vincentian’s great talents for flag waving). Then probably the 
oddest part of the meeting was the presentation/testimony from 
‘Hollywood Actor” Clarence Gilyard of ‘Walker, Texas Ranger’, speaking 
about a film festival he is putting together. 

The absolute highlight of the Vincentian Youth Meeting was the 
nightly cultural celebrations. Each night different countries (mainly 
from Latin America) showcased song and dance and turned in a 
mini ‘Carnivale’ with deafening drums and lots of sweaty dancing. 
The organisers and participants did an amazing job and it was so 
encouraging to see the sense of spirit between so many different 
countries. It was a great example of how to celebrate culture in 
a way that does not patronise but allows each country to show off 
something special from their home land.

World Youth Day:

The seven of us International Youth Representatives then moved in to 
our home stays about 4km out of the centre of Panama City. Myself 
and Leo stayed with a local mother and son from the parish and I must 
say that this was one of the highlights. The generosity and kindness 
they showed to strange pilgrims was amazing and really made us feel 
so at home for the week we were there.

The week of World Youth Day consisted of the following activities;

- Opening Australian Pilgrim Meeting with over 1000 Australians in 
attendance, which was certainly more than I expected

- Catechises (Including a talk by Archbishop Chris Prowse to a room of 
a few hundred mostly Americans)

- Youth Festival and Music

- Vocations Fair

- Welcome Mass presided over by the Archbishop of Panama

- Ceremony welcoming the Holy Father

- Way of the Cross

- Vigil with the Holy Father

- Closing Mass

The estimates were that about 700,000 people were in attendance for 
the final mass that was held in a huge field just outside of the city. 

Highlights:

- Music and dancing on the train gave it the feel of a World Cup

- Kindness and vibe of the event. Despite logistical challenges, not 
one did I hear any animosity regarding the situation and is a huge 
credit to all the pilgrims.

- The strong voice for youth from Pope Francis, was very encouraging 
and lined up well the Vincentian charism of being a ‘youthful society’ 
and carving out a seat at the table

- Meeting other sections of the Vincentian Family from around the 
world and learning about their similarities and differences

- Travelling with fellow International Vincentians and learning about 
their stories and journeys with the Society 

- Good opportunity to practice my Spanish

Challenges:

- My lack of Selfie skills

- Death by the amount of fried chicken/pizza consumed

- Travelling with fellow Vincentians whom have different ideas of 
timeliness 

- Being told off for swimming in the pool while others were in an hour 
queue for lunch

- English Group altered rendition of ‘We will rock you’ turned into “We 
will serve you’...

- Security measures during WYD, which were quite dangerous and 
foolhardy 

Key Take Aways:

- Understanding of the key regional youth representatives, important 
going forward

- The passion for the church in Latin America, despite and because of 
the many challenges in the region at present.

- The character and sense of humour translates through the Vincentian 
Family

 

Members of CGI Youth Committee with Fr Tomaz Mavric, 
Superior General of FAMVIN

School Location for FAMVIN

Bumping into our Oceania Family of Kiribati
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The 2019 Prep Welcome Mass
What a beautiful celebration it was.
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Living into a New Consciousness: 
A Song that Goes on Singing

Excerpts from an interview with Dr. Beatrice Bruteau
By Amy Edelstein and Ellen Daly

Introduction

For the past fifty years, Dr. Bruteau charted a unique path through 
the worlds of science, philosophy, mathematics, evolutionary 
theory, and mysticism, East and West.   Like Teilhard de Chardin, 
Bruteau believed that we are at a unique juncture in history 
where, perhaps for the first time, evolution will not be primarily 
physical in nature but rather will be noetic – a transformation of 
consciousness.  And human beings are in a crucial position.  For 
in order to take this next evolutionary step, we need to actually 
become conscious participants in the unfolding and direction of 
the evolutionary process itself.  It is to this “Grand Option” that 
Bruteau call us, to this great moment in human destiny, when 
‘the universe will either go forward into the creation of higher 
level unities, or else it will eventually fall back into the dispersed 
homogeneity of maximal entropy.  It all depends on what we 
choose to do.”

Interview

You are one of the pioneering thinkers in evolutionary 
spirituality and your work has been devoted to bringing an 
evolutionary view to Christian contemplative life.  In your 
book, God’s Ecstasy, you said, “Evolution is a part of religious 
life.  Creativity is built into the natural world.  And the Divine is 
the creative principle.”  Can you explain what you mean?

BB.   Somewhere deep down we are all filled with a mystical 
longing, with a longing for ultimate meaningfulness, and 
therefore we need to see all of our world in that context.  We 
need a new theology of the cosmos – one that is grounded in the 
best science of our day.   It will be a theology in which God is very 
present precisely in all the dynamism and patterns of the created 
order.  A theology of evolution sees God as deeply involved in the 
evolutionary process of the world.

God is making the world by means of evolution.  And the 
evolutionary process in its turn is seen as striving toward God.  
So, you see, God is Self-expressing the Self-realising in evolution.   
The creativity that makes the world is built into the world as its 
own essence.  And in this self-creating world there is gradually 
growing the most Godlike capacity, consciousness.  And when 
you get to human beings, consciousness is aware of the fact that 
it is conscious.

Can you describe what the movement or process of evolution 
actually is?

BB.  Evolution is the linked changing of the world.  There is a basic 
urgency in life to grow, to expand, to become new and renewed.  
We might even say that the very meaning of being alive is to 
be constantly in the process of becoming a new creation.   This 
happens on small scales with every biological form we know, 
and it happens on a large scale in the universe as a whole.  At 

least one contemporary view of the cosmos sees it as one huge, 
dynamic, evolving being that passes through a series of stages in 
which its forms and internal relations assume ever-new patterns.  
Evolution is the passage in time from simpler organisational 
forms to more complex organisational forms, carrying with it an 
increase of consciousness, which means a sense of unity in the 
organised entity.

Now, this process is usually thought of as advancing by a series 
of small steps.  But sometimes there is a Great Step.  Great Steps 
occur when the cosmos organisation goes to another level of 
complexity.  It does this by uniting elements of the preceding 
level.  These are what Teilhard de Chardin called creative unions” 
– they bring into being something that never existed before.  The 
New Being emerges from the connections and interactions of the 
composing units, and it constitutes the new level of oneness and 
wholeness.

How do “creative unions” come about?

BB.  In order for us as human beings to unite with one another 
to form the next creative union, according to the same pattern 
that the atoms and molecules and cells followed before us, we 
must share with one another our characteristic energies.  It is the 
energy sharing that forms the bond.   The characteristic energy 
at the level we have now reached is human energy.  It is not just 
physical or chemical or biological energy.  It is the energy of 
thinking, or knowing, and the energy of loving, or willing.   It is 
this most intimate energy of ours that we are asked to commit 
to the new union.  In other words, we are being asked to give 
ourselves as persons in order to create a higher-level New Being.  
The question, however, is whether human beings will actually do 
this enough to form the next level of cosmic evolution.  So you 
see, at this point, evolution meets a situation that is unique in 
its history:   the uniting elements, in our case, are free agents.  
We will not automatically unite merely because of some natural 
affinity.  Since each of us is free, we can each choose whether 
we will enter into the proposed union or not.   Thus the union, 
the New Being, the next creative advance of evolution, will come 
about only if we freely consent to form it because the energy 
exchange itself, which forms the bod of the new-level cosmic 
organisation consists of free acts.  This is why Teilhard says that 
the whole cosmic enterprise now hangs on our decision: we are 
evolution.

Human beings are in a unique position, and we bear a 
great responsibility for what happens.  We are at a crucial 
evolutionary juncture.

BB.   Yes, and in order to appreciate and feel what the present 
human vocation is, we need to zero in on how the elements 
of any particular level of cosmic organisation actually perform 
the uniting by which they come to constitute a new kind of 
wholeness in the world.

There is not some outside force that causes this to occur.  The 
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capacity for it is inherent in the uniting elements, and they 
themselves do it by their own characteristic power.  Every level of 
cosmic being has its own power of communication, the power to 
unite with others of its level to make something yet grander.  This 
is the pattern that repeats in the course of evolution.  And this, 
therefore, is the clue to our human vocation, the next stage of 
the cosmic evolution.  Human beings have a far more wonderful 
power of communication than have atoms.  If the pattern repeats 
at our level, then we are to exercise that power to form a new 
kind of further Being, a Being born of our voluntary togetherness 
that will be able to do things that we singly cannot do. 

You say that self-realisation, or enlightenment, is “the 
foundation for evolution,” and we need to transcend our ego 
motivations, those impulses that keep us separate from each 
other?

BB.   Yes.  Self-realisation is the condition for forming the next 
creative union because we must bring the characteristic human 
energy to the place where we can intentionally share it.  To form a 
truly New Being, to make another Great Step in evolution, we have 
to unite the deepest, most central energies of consciousness.  This 
depth is currently buried and hidden in most of us.  Yet, we also 
sense that it is there, waiting to be brought into full presence, 
and so we do various spiritual practices in the hope of becoming 
fully aware of our deep reality.

What do you mean by “deep reality”?

BB.  Deep reality is that place in the centre of our being where we 
experience our existence in an unlimited way.  The deep self is 
not defined by any of the qualities of our bodies or personalities, 
by our histories or social positions, our jobs, or our religions.  We 
tend to think of ourselves, introduce ourselves to others, believe 
others are seeing us in terms of these qualities.

In meditation and its associated practices, we try to centre 
ourselves in our sense of existing without identifying with these 
descriptors.  If we liberate ourselves from such identity, then all 
that energy becomes available for the radiation of goodwill to 
others.  We have realised ourselves as the Self that says only I AM, 
with no predicate following  -   only unlimited, absolute I AM.  And 
the interesting thing is that as soon as you experience yourself 
this way, you at once find that you also are saying toward the 
whole world, “Let it be!”  It seems to be the nature of that which 
is I AM to say, “Let it be”.  This is the love that is called “agape”, 
the love that seeks the being, well-being, full being, ever-fuller 
being, of the beloved.  This energy of love is inexhaustible.  It 
is a dynamic out-flowing activity, energy.  It is constantly in 
motion and radiant, like a star is radiant.  It streams out from us 
in every way.  The True Self in us is constantly radiating this willed 
Goodness.

Do you see a final culmination, or as Teilhard said, an Omega 
point, at the end of the evolutionary trajectory?

BB.  I tend to go along with the idea of an expanding universe;  I 
do not think there is a final end point  I think it is a song that goes 
on singing.  We do not sing the song in order to come to the end 
of it.  The divine Self-expression is not trying to complete itself.  
We impose that idea because we generally do things with some 
kind of a defined goal, but here we are doing something with 

the Infinite, and so it does not have a limited or defined goal for 
itself.  It is trying to express the Infinite in the various media of 
finitude.  I would say that life attains its goal – it becomes what 
it is supposed to be, fulfils itself – precisely by never coming to 
an end.

So you see, it is very important that we participate is this because 
this is reality.  We respond to it initially on the individual level 
because that is where we are presently experiencing ourselves.

And we all need to do it because we all exist, and no one can 
be left out.  Everyone is absolutely essential and infinitely 
precious!   Since the process of forming the next Great Step in 
evolution, which is the manifestation of the Infinite One, requires 
that we ourselves voluntarily, consciously, and intentionally do 
the interactions that will constitute the energy exchanges that 
make the New Being.  We each and all have the honour and the 
responsibility for living and creating the expression of God as 
world.  Every little thing counts because everything is real and 
is part of the picture.  Everything is making its difference to the 
whole.  No one is ever outside the God-process.

It will not go forward unless we move it forward.  That is why we 
are all so important. We cannot wait for the times to change that 
we may change with them, for the revolution to come and carry 
us round in its new course.  No more will the evolutionary forces 
of nature propel us in their groping way through the next critical 
point into a new state of Being.  From now on, if we are to have 
any future we need to create that future ourselves.  We ourselves 
are the future and we are the revolution, as we move together 
into a new state of Being, motivated by the infinite One!

Each of us is the Song that goes on singing forever, and is an 
essential part of the universal Symphony of God’s Creation.  The 
Sufi Mystic Hafiz said that God only knows four words: “Come, 
Dance with Me!”

Thank you to Sr Marianne for presenting this article for publication.
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Outside my office window, two skilled workers complete a hard 
and dirty job. They’re cutting the felled trunk of a tree into small 
enough pieces to be thrown into the back of a truck with the rest 
of the chipped remains. I know that this act was ultimately for my 
own safety. I, like tens of thousands of others over the past 50 years, 
regularly walked beneath the canopy of that tree.

But recently it was concluded by people, better trained than I, that 
there was too much decay and the risk to our safety was too great. I 
know that tree had to go – it was too close to a major path and there 
was no alternative. But as the last of the chips were swept up, I felt 
we had lost a piece of history.

Isn’t that what trees are: air, water and history? With a bit of sun, a 
tree uses the natural miracle of photosynthesis to combine a little 
water with carbon dioxide from the air to produce the building 
blocks for its own growth, as well as oxygen for us. Over time, that 
tree can build itself higher and more massive, while recording the 
history of its growth in its rings.

The tree outside my office had been growing alongside that popular 
path for years, and thousands of students walked past it each 
day. Those students gained much from the rich air that tree was 
responsible for creating. That air was drawn deep into the lungs 
of all those passing students. Maybe they even performed a little 
better in their studies, energised by the walk beneath the tree.

But remember – the students breathed out again.

That very same tree took that expelled air, breathed from the lungs 
of all those students and now rich in carbon dioxide, and drew it 
back into itself to grow.

Think of that. All those students who passed that tree over the past 
half-century have given a part of themselves to help form the wood 
at the heart of that tree. The tree is recording a history of us. In this 
way, the tree is us.

But it is gone now, cut into manageable pieces and chipped or 
discarded. The carbon dioxide that was drawn from the breath 
of all those students will return to the atmosphere as the chips 
decay over the coming years. In the atmosphere, it will mingle 
with other carbon dioxide molecules that themselves have been 
released from the long past lives of plants and marine creatures, 
as coal and oil are burned. In a very real sense, our history has 
been turned into a greenhouse gas.

Surely the history of all those students could have been better 
used and respected. Yes, this tree had to go. But instead of 
being turned into chips, couldn’t the trunk have been cut into 
usable boards that would not quickly decay and release carbon 
dioxide? Those boards could become outdoor furniture, literally 
supporting future students who sit under the shade of the next 
tree planted to record more history.

It is, of course, faster and easier just to chip a tree when it is 
felled. Trees growing in the open are all different, and any 
sawmiller who accepts such a tree will have to process it very 
carefully. There is no efficiency of scale with urban trees.

Every urban tree is unique. Anyone who milled with them 
would have to carefully consider every cut and work with 
each individual tree’s shape and growth pattern. But isn’t this 
appropriate consideration for a tree that contains our very 
breath and our history? Shouldn’t every tree that grows in our 
cities be uniquely treated and turned into a useful product 
when it comes time to cut it down?

Any urban tree that needs to be cut down should go to the 
schools for student woodworkers or other makers, to become art 
or furniture – not into the atmosphere to add to the greenhouse 
gas load.

Trees Are Made of 
Human Breath

Taken from The Conversation.com

Another View Of Trees - We acknowledge 
Author Cris Brack Associate Professor, 
Australian University and The Conversation  
for this article Theconversation.com
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EVERGREENS’ REPORT

EVERGREENS’ CALENDAR

We got away to a warm start for our very first meeting for 
2019 – the temperature being over 40 degrees Celsius.

However we are looking forward to the year ahead.  Please 
feel free to study our calendar and know you will be most 
welcome to join us for any of these events.

Friday January 25 Mass and meeting 9.15 am

Friday February 15 Bingo – morning tea and lunch.  Cost $10

 Parish Centre  10.30 am

Friday February 22 Mass and meeting  9.15 am

 Introduction of Jacinta (Pastoral Care)

Tuesday March 5 Karralyka Theatre

 Morning tea and show (Marina Prior)

 Bookings – Shirley 9870.1396

Friday March 29 Mass and meeting  9.15 am

 Guest speaker – Brian O’Halloran (Cherry Tree)

Wednesday April 3 Mitcham Hotel Morning Melodies 10.30 am

 (Matt Eldridge – Uncut Diamond)

 Show and lunch $15.  

 Bookings Gabrielle 9870.2571 or Trish 9879.0639

Friday April 26 Mass and meeting  9.15 am

 “Make it, Bake it, Grow it”

Monday May 6 Ringwood Club – Morning Melodies 10 am

 Show, morning tea, lunch $17

Friday May 31 Mass and meeting  9.15 am

Friday June 14 Bingo – morning tea, soup, lunch $10

 Parish Centre    

Friday June 28 Mass and meeting  9.15 am

For Social Outing Enquiries Shirley 9870.1396    Barbara  9722.9846

General Enquiries:    Jean  9876.2204
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EVERGREENS’ REPORT

Greetings from Maureen Parsons, now living in Tassie!
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As compassionate people, we identify with those in misery, mourn 
with the lonely, weep with those in tears, are weak with the weak, 
vulnerable with the vulnerable and powerless with the powerless. 
However, compassion puts us in a place we prefer not to be in. 
Suffering is not something we desire or to which we are attracted. 
Compassion is neither our central concern nor our primary stance in 
life.

We prefer to be successful, financially secure, honoured and 
esteemed. If that is so, are we to recognise that we are more worldly 
than compassionate and make the best of it?  Are we to accept this 
worldly perspective in order to understand the place of compassion in 
our lives, that of a impulsive action or reflex when the circumstances 
present  themselves or overwhelm us - or should we look in a different 
direction?

Jesus, our Lord said,

“Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate” (Luke 6:36)

It is through compassion that our humanity grows into its fullness. 
The life of our Lord reveals to us that compassion is at the centre of 
christian life and is the radical challenge of our faith. Jesus’ capacity 
to be deeply moved by the pain of others is a major theme of the 
gospels. We see in the poor and disadvantaged, the deprivation that 
marks poverty. Such deprivation can mask the humanity of a person 
and we pity them. As we are made  in the image of God, we are to 
see, however dimly and haltingly, Jesus the Lord, broken, hurt, and 
in need, and so our hearts are moved beyond pity and sympathy to 
compassion. We join together to comfort, to relieve, to change, to 
confront. We are all brothers and sisters in the Lord, and this truth leads 
to compassion, a compassion that leads inevitably to real and lasting 
solidarity. However, for us, to follow Jesus’ example of compassion-
lead action is going to require help from the Holy Spirit.

Compassion, which is rooted in love, takes on the pain of the sufferer, 
but with the hope that some positive good will emerge from this 

shared suffering. For the Christian, suffering is not necessarily 
meaningless. Indeed, it can be redemptive. For a Christian to share the 
suffering of another means that, by doing so, he or she brings a light 
to the pain and misery of that person’s life. They bless the person’s 
existence with a higher meaning.

In Christian theology, the term Body of Christ has a number of 
separate meanings: it may refer to Jesus’ words over the bread at the 
Last Supper that “This is my body” in Luke 22:19–20, or to the usage  
of  the  term  by  the  Apostle  Paul  in  1  Corinthians  12:12– 14 and 
Ephesians 4:1–16 to refer to the Christian Church. It may also refer 
to Christ’s post-resurrection body in Heaven. Christ also associated 
himself with the poor of the world and this is also called the Body of 
Christ. Pope Francis on launching the World Day of the Poor. [1] said;

“If we truly wish to encounter Christ, we have to touch his body in 
the suffering bodies of the poor, as a response to the sacramental 
communion bestowed in the Eucharist. The Body of Christ, broken in 
the sacred liturgy, can be seen, through charity and sharing, in the 
faces and persons of the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters.”

 Jesus established the Church and the Church is called “His Body”; 
what his material body was when he was visible on earth, such is the 
Church now. As St Paul said;

So let us make this church, our church, like Christ, a compassionate 
church, not by impulse or reflex, but of the core of our substance, of 
our faith, of our determination to follow Christ and serve the poor, 
to go out and seek the homeless, the disadvantaged. Let us not wait 
for the cry of the anguished by the wayside, “ have pity of me” but 
throw open not only the doors of the church but the windows to the 
recesses of our hearts and proclaim “Come, Lord Jesus come”.

The Compassionate Church

My apologies somehow I have managed to save this article without any 
detail of who wrote it or where it was published so I thank them both, 
and felt it was such a beautiful article I had to share it.
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Pope Francis has written four wonderful 
little books and I recommend everyone to 
read them.

LAUDATO SI, ON CARE FOR OUR 
COMMON HOME

This book is written in a dialect of Italian 
breaking away from the tradition of Latin.

He begins by quoting from Francis of 
Assissi who said, “Praise be to you, my 
Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who 
sustains and governs us, and who produces 
various fruits with coloured flowers and 
herbs.” (p 9)

Pope Francis comments, “This sister now 
cries out to us because of the harm we 
have inflicted on her by our irresponsible 
use and abuse of the good with which God 
has endowed her.”

Francis says we have misunderstood the 
book of Genesis which says God gave man 
‘dominion’ over the earth. (Genesis 1:28) It 
does not allow for unbridled exploitation.

“… nowadays we must forcefully reject 
the notion that our being created in God’s 
image and given dominion over the earth 
justifies absolute domination over other 
creatures.” (p 59)

Climate change sceptics please note his 
comment on global warming: “A very solid 
scientific consensus indicates that we are 
presently witnessing a disturbing warming 
of the climate system … a number of 
scientific studies indicate that most global 
warming is due to the great concentration 
of greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrogen oxides and others) 
released mainly as a result of human 
activity.” (pp 26,27)

A new lifestyle is needed. “Since the market 
tends to promote extreme consumerism 
in an effort to sell its products, people 
can easily get caught up in a whirlwind of 
needless buying and selling.” (p 159)

EVANGELII GAUDIUM, THE JOY OF THE 
GOSPEL

Francis gives the aim of this book in his 
opening paragraph. “I wish to encourage 
the Christian faithful to embark upon a 
new chapter of evangelisation marked by 
this joy, while pointing out new paths for 

the church’s journey in years to come.” (p 9)

He says, “Goodness always tends to spread. 
Every authentic experience of truth 
and goodness seeks by its very nature 
to grow within us, and any person who 
has experienced a profound liberation 
becomes more sensitive to the needs of 
others.” (p 14)

“When the church summons Christians to 
take up the task of evangelisation, she is 
simply pointing to the source of authentic 
personal fulfilment.” (p 15)

Francis appeals to the laity. “There has 
been a growing awareness of the identity 
and mission of the laity in the church. We 
can count on many lay persons, although 
still not nearly enough, who have a deeply-
rooted sense of community and great 
fidelity to the tasks of charity, catechesis 
and the celebration of the faithful.” (p 80)

Women get a special mention. “Because ‘the 
feminine genius is needed in all expressions 
in the life of society, the presence of women 
must also be guaranteed in the workplace’ 
(Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace) 
and in the various other settings where 
important decisions are made, both in the 
church and in social structures. (p 81)

Francis says, “The church has no wish 
to hold back the marvellous progress 
of science. On the contrary, she rejoices 
and even delights in acknowledging the 
enormous potential that God has given to 
the human mind.” (pp 172-3) 

AMORIS LAETITIA, THE JOY OF LOVE

The opening sentence sets the tone for 
this book on married life, “The Joy of Love 
experienced by families is also the joy of 
the church.”

Francis quotes the book of Genesis, 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and cleave to his wife and they 
shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 2:24).

“The ability of human couples to beget 
life is the path along which the history of 
salvation progresses. Seen this way, the 
couple’s fruitful relationship becomes an 
image for understanding and describing 
the mystery of God himself, for in the 
Christian view of the Trinity, God is 

contemplated as Father, Son and Spirit of 
love.” (p 15)

A very important section is the one on 
“Irregular Situations” especially the case 
of those who have been married, divorced 
and remarried. He gives hope to those 
people. “No one can be condemned 
forever, because that is not the logic of the 
gospel.” (p 227)

He quotes from the Synod on Marriage and 
Family, “In considering a pastoral approach 
towards people who have contracted a civil 
marriage, who are divorced and remarried, 
or simply living together, the church has the 
responsibility of helping them understand 
the divine pedagogy of grace in their lives 
and offering them assistance so they can 
reach the fullness of God’s plan for them, 
something which is always possible by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” (p 229)

He says a person living in such a situation 
may not be to blame, and the church can 
assist.

Then in a footnote he says, “In certain cases, 
this can include the help of the sacraments.” 
(p 238)

This caused a storm of controversy from 
the conservatives who accused Francis 
of being unfaithful to church teaching. 
However, Francis has never retracted his 
statement.

Previously it was taught that such a 
person could attend mass but not receive 
communion. Francis overturns this belief.

In the same footnote he says, “I would also 
point out that the Eucharist is not a prize 
for the perfect, but a powerful medicine 
and nourishment for the weak.”

GAUDETE ET EXSULTATE, REJOICE AND 
EXULT 

Of this book, Francis says, “My modest goal 
is to repropose the call to holiness in a 
practical way for our time, with all its risks, 
challenges and opportunities. For the Lord 
has chosen each one of us ‘to be holy and 
blameless before him in love’”. (Ephesians 
1:4) (p 7) 

“We are never completely ourselves 
unless we belong to a people. That is 
why no one is saved alone, as an isolated 

Pope Francis’ BooksWe thank Fr Frank O’Dea CsSr for another of his 
interesting and informative articles .



Holy Spirit Magazine March 201926

individual. Rather, God draws us to himself, 
taking into account the complex fabric of 
interpersonal relationships present in a 
human community.” (p 11) This is a very 
important insight which I have never heard 
before in my many years of religious life.

Chapter three is an exposition of the 
Beatitudes. At the end of the first beatitude 
on being poor in spirit he says, “Being poor 
of heart: that is holiness.” (p 45)

He concludes each section saying, “… that 
is holiness.” The phrase is like a refrain.

I like the section on Joy and a Sense of 
Humour. “Far from being timid, morose, 
acerbic, melancholy, or putting on a dreary 
face, the saints are joyful and full of good 
humour.” He gives a lot of quotes from the 
bible to support this idea.

He recommends a prayer attributed to 
Saint Thomas More, “Grant me, O Lord, 
good digestion and also something to 
digest. Grant me a healthy body, and the 
necessary good humour to maintain it.” (p 
72)  He includes prayers to Our Lady.

These few comments don’t do justice to 
these wonderful books which need to be 
read in their entirety. 

It’s often said the church is out of touch 
with the modern world. This certainly 
cannot be said of Pope Francis as these 
little books clearly show.

The books can be bought from Garrett 
Publishing in Mulgrave, Daughters of St 
Paul in Kew and the Catholic Book Shop at 
St Francis in the city. Any book shop would 
get them in for you.

Holy Spirit Community School 
www.hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

120 Oban Road, North Ringwood 3134 
Email administration: hspirit@hsringwoodnth.catholic.edu.au 

Phone: 9876 1103 

Our school is  
committed to our 
childrens safety. 

We adhere to the 
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ment statement to 
child safety and fol-
low a “safe guard-
ing children code 

of conduct” 
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Grades 1/2 
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Grades 5/6 
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First reading

Jeremiah 17.5-8

Thus says the LORD:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals

   and make mere flesh their strength,

   whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

They shall be like a shrub in the desert,

   and shall not see when relief comes.

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,

   in an uninhabited salt land. 

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,

   whose trust is the LORD. 

They shall be like a tree planted by water,

   sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,

   and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,

   and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

Second reading

1 Corinthians 15. 12-20

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 16For if the dead are not 
raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who 
have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped 
in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 

Gospel

Luke 6. 17-26

17 He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great 
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. 

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

‘Blessed are you who are poor,

   for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 ‘Blessed are you who are hungry now,

   for you will be filled.

‘Blessed are you who weep now,

   for you will laugh. 

22 ‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude 
you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man.

 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great 
in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 

24 ‘But woe to you who are rich,

   for you have received your consolation. 

25 ‘Woe to you who are full now,

   for you will be hungry.

‘Woe to you who are laughing now,

   for you will mourn and weep. 

26 ‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 
ancestors did to the false prophets. 

Reflection

Heaven and Hell, Hard times or Happiness, these seem to be the choices 
we have. Jesus at least starts with the Blessings where Jeremiah started 
with the woes! In Queensland this week we hear of over 500,000 cattle 
dying in floods from drought! That’s when the heavens open and 
hell rains down. Our own everyday experience and these scriptures 
themselves seem to deliver us into a sad dualism. It’s either bloody great 
or bloody awful! In fact many people are now shy of rejoicing because 
they fear what might follow. 

What is the significance of Luke telling us that Jesus came down to a level 
place? What is going on in the setting of this account? Is there a metaphor 
here? Maybe Jesus’ message is exactly contained in this dramatic staging. 
Perhaps Jesus is saying that the dualism is what you are used to – “for 
that is what their ancestors did” – o that even his followers were caught 
up in a dichotomy of blessings or curses. But maybe we can look at life 
differently.

When you think about it Jesus’ own life was a series of ups and downs, 
ending in a pretty big downer. Isn’t that what life is about, ecstasy and 
agony? Think Palm Sunday, Good Friday! And don’t the Queensland 
pastoralists know this in their bones? The present crisis on the land 
reminded me of our family living in the Victorian Mallee for ten years. 
Too often we saw our farmer friends caught up in drought or frosts that 
destroyed crops either in a rampaging dust storm or one overnight freeze. 
And we saw them get up the next morning and fire up the kerosene 
burners or go round the sheep. I am not seeking to discount the pain of 
natural disaster but to seek to place it in context, the big picture of Life. 

So is the answer to pray harder? I recall the story of the priest who goes 
to a boxing match with a young parishioner. Before the fight has begun 
as one fighter blesses himself the young bloke asks the priest: “Does that 
mean he’s going to win the bout, Father?” The sage clergyman replies: 
“Not if he can’t fight young fella!” Jeremiah seems to be using this 
alternative. Do we rely on our own strength and resources since that is 
what the ancestors did as “mere mortals”, or do we turn it all over to God 
– “Trust in the Lord”?! 

It seems to me that the Beatitudes, as they are presented here, are 
incomplete! How can I say that – they are the source or basis of our 
Christian Faith? Of course, they are consoling but I reckon there is a 
hidden element to Jesus’ teaching here. How do people become poor or 
rich? I think the answer is in the unspoken sub-text – it’s whether Justice 
prevails or not. The poor are those who are the victims of injustice that 
has become institutionalised, and the rich are those who benefit from 
the organisation of the economy and society that privileges them at the 
expense of others. 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Here is the metaphor of the “level ground” that Jesus was standing 
on. Here he placed himself with the anawim, the poorest and least 
powerful in an aggressively acquisitive society. Jesus wants us to 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the oppressed, the marginalised, 
the poor and the hungry because then we will be standing with Him. 
But more importantly Jesus wants the rich to stand on that same 
level ground. The dichotomy, the dualism must be defeated. The 
Queensland pastoralists will pull together to conquer their shared 
disaster. The nation will fall in behind them. It will be a united effort. 
Such is the metaphor for how Jesus wants us to live our lives daily. 

As Paul tells the Corinthians, Good Friday is followed by Easter 
Sunday (but not in those words!) when all becomes One and all pain 
is absorbed into the suffering of the Cosmic Christ. The story of the 
fickleness of nature and the story of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus are the same story, a story that defeats pessimism and dualism 
and finds us all standing together in the richness of the incarnation 
and the glory of the resurrection in the unity of the universe. Thank 
Mystery. But only if we do Justice. 

So let’s “Trust in the Lord – and do Justice! 

Thank you to all our 
advertisers.

You may not need to use 
their services yourself – 
But what about a gift?

A car service for a young Uni 
student or older parents?

Think creatively and where 
possible please support our 

great service providers.

Mike Bowden
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331 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood.
Telephone: (03) 9840 1155

Branch Manager: Melissa Laird
For 24 Hours Service and Enquiries

Please telephone our Funeral Advice Line: (03) 9373 7000
www.tobinbrothers.com.au

1 John 4. 7-10

God Is Love

 Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. 
God’s love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his only 

Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, 
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Reflection

On Tuesday January 8, 2019 our family took the confronting decision 
to place Judy in a Nursing Home. Many of you have been in the same 
situation already and most of us will reach this point at some time in 
our lives. The ongoing care of our loved ones, be they our children, 
grandchildren or our oldies, is the primary motivation for life I would 
reckon. (I say motivation rather than responsibility because that’s 
what it is. Responsibility can be an onerous chore, motivation is a 
gift). Jude’s situation is well known to many of you. She has advanced 
fronto-temporal dementia which means she has a fine brain but no 
short-term memory at all. And she has virtually lost the ability to even 
open the car door. Her meals have to be cut up and sometimes she 
requires feeding. She gets lost in the bathroom and toilet. She is just 
70 years old. All this makes her incredibly anxious as she feels the 
world slipping away and she has no handles at all. Nevertheless, it 
was a desperately difficult decision that I agonised over for months. 
We were lucky and Regis Aged Care in Tiwi found a room quite quickly 
after I decided that the move was required. 

On Tuesday Sean, our eldest son, and I took Jude to Regis. Sean and 
I put Jude into the bed and sat around her as the nurse took blood 
pressure and pulse etc. When this was done the nurse asked me a 
series of questions about Jude’s care needs. I explained how I was her 
carer and said something like: “I am exhausted and feel I just can’t keep 

up the level of care she needs.” And then I broke down and started to 
cry, really cry, like speechless blubbering. I just couldn’t talk. I felt so 
weak and that I had abandoned her. So, I’m sobbing and Jude, who 
has been the object of this discussion and has said nothing, reaches 
out her hand and calls out: “Hold my hand!” I can’t remember the rest 
of what she said but Sean told me later she said: “You are the most 
loving husband, a wonderful man, who always care for and loves me!” 
She might have dementia but the loving, insightful, anticipator of 
other people’s needs that always characterised her, was still alive and 
well! Still the same incredible woman who raised all those kids and 
relates to other people in her inimitable Judy Bowden fashion such 
that she is loved by so many. She, who I am supposed to be caring for, 
was caring for me! 

Some of you might remember the reflection I posted some time back 
where I talked of Therese Ryder’s translation of the Our Father, where 
for the line “Forgive us our sins”, she translated Ngkarte alhwarrpe 
anwerneke awelhaye which literally means, “God /sadness/ours/feel” 
or better “God walk with us in our sadness”. At that moment of my 
weakness I was in the embrace of Holy Mystery made up of “Being-in-
relationship”, the relationship of Jude and me with our eldest son, all 
snuggled in the arms of Holy Mystery – praise Her. 

Epiphany 2019

Children at Holy Spirit Christmas Family Mass

Thank you to Mike Bowden and his family for sharing their pain with us.  Many in our community have been, or are being faced with this decision 
and I am sure your courage in sharing will give them great comfort at a difficult time.
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India’s Finest Headed To Hawks
In 2006, the Ringwood Lady Hawks made history when they 
recruited India’s top female basketballer of that era and the first 
female to play professionally outside of India, the great Geethu 
Anna Jose. This week, twelve years later, the Lady Hawks have 
announced the signing of another Indian star, the National team 
captain Jeena Scaria PS.

Jeena is one of India’s most recognizable Sports people and was 
recently awarded the Times of India’s Most Popular Basketball 
Player award. However, it wasn’t until the Lady Hawks took a tour 
of India in 2017 that Jeena was spotted as a potential by Lady 
Hawks Head Coach Tim Mottin.

“Our tour to India was fantastic and we played a 5 game series test 
in 5 different cities of India against the Indian national Champions, 
Kerala.” Mottin said.

“Jeena, along with a few other girls, were very impressive and we 
think that given a chance they can not only develop their game 
but also  do well in Australia and other countries.”

“Jeena will now get that chance,”

The Hawks were able to work closely with an Indian group called 
Team Rebound, who made the tour a reality back in 2017, and 
along with the Basketball Federation of Indian have assisted the 
Hawks to secure Jeena. There have been many supportive people 
working behind the scenes in India to insure that the Hawks will 
have their second Indian player.

Standing at 180cm, Jeena will be faced with some new challenges 
against some of the talent that the new Elite League will provide, 
but the Indian Captain has shown she has the ability to use her 
strength and aggressiveness to create scoring opportunities. 
Earlier this year, Jeena showed her class and led her team to the 
Federation Cup and also was awarded the Most Valuable Player 
honours. 

Mottin has enjoyed a great relationship with Indian Basketball and 
says he hopes to not only maintain it, but hopefully grow it in the 
future. 

“We are very appreciative of the assistance we have received from 
the Basketball Federation of India and the great people of Team 
Rebound, the Kerala Basketball Association and Jeena’s employer 
the Kerala State Electricity Board.”

“We can’t wait to have Jeena here on court and see what impact 
she can have for us on and off the court.”
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• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.

2 SEPTEMBER 2013
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au

Fr. Jose has been very pleased to welcome Jeena from his home district.
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“Silent Night,” the most popular song of all time, is 200!
Celebrations are underway in Austria where the beloved 
Christmas carol was composed by a parish priest and a 
schoolteacher.

Special celebrations are underway throughout Austria 
commemorating the 200th anniversary of “Silent Night,” the 
beloved Christmas carol.

Composed in 1818 by schoolmaster and organist Franz Xaver 
Gruber to lyrics written by parish priest Father Joseph Mohr, the 
song went on to become the most popular song in the world, 
according to Sigrid Pichler of the Austrian Tourist Office in New 
York.

“It’s the most bought, downloaded and recorded song in all musical 
genres, including classical, rock and other popular versions, even 
rap,” said Pichler.

In Austria, the sites that are part of the history of the beloved song 
are kicking out all the stops. Of course the original church where 
“Silent Night” was first heard, St. Nikolai in Oberndorf, is a kind of 
pilgrimage site.  Every year on December 24, you can hear the bells 
chime to the tune of the world-renowned Christmas carol from the 
church tower.

This year, the 2018 Advent Festival features over 150 singers, 
musicians, soloists, and  actors, and a new stage play, appropriately 
titled “My Silent Night,” is playing at the Felsenreitschule Theatre in 
Salzburg.

The old school in Arnsdorf where Gruber was a teacher and organist 
contains the amazing Silent Night Museum. Old, creaky stairs 
lead up to the first floor and into the lyricist’s former residence, 
where he lived from 1807 to 1829 with his first wife until her 
death, and with his second wife and the children from 1826. This 
is also probably where he composed the melody of “Silent Night” 
during the afternoon of November 24,1818. The school building is 
preserved in its original state and continues to serve as a school.

The “Maria im Mösl” Pilgrimage Church, built in 1520, is where 
Gruber played the organ, which is still there.

The charming Gruber-Mohr trail connects Oberndorf and Arnsdorf 
and invites visitors on a lovely walking tour. It’s quite probable 
that Gruber took this path to Oberndorf for his organist duties. The 
path leads from the school in Arnsdorf to the Silent Night Square 
in Oberndorf.

The house where Gruber was born in Hocburg-Ach is now the Gruber 
memorial house (“Grubahäusl”), commemorating the composer.  
On display are authentic autographs and documentation relating 
to the song, including the priest’s diary, letters and portraits, and 
the original guitar on which he played the carol, as the organ did 
not work. Each third Advent weekend in Hochburg-Ach, the well-
known and much loved historical play “On the search for the Silent 
Night” is performed by local amateur actors from the area. In Ried 
im Innkreis can be found the original manger (Nativity scene) that 
was on display the night “Silent Night” was first sung in St. Nicholas 
church in Oberndorf.

To follow the “Silent Trail,” the true fan could continue to Steyr, 
where the first copies of the song “Silent Night” were first printed, 
duplicated and sold:

Silent night, holy night,

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,

Shepherds quake at the sight;

Glories stream from heaven afar,

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!

Christ the Savior is born,

Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night,

Son of God, love’s pure light;

Radiant beams from thy holy face

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

We acknowledge and thank author Patty Knap and Aleteia.org Dow for 
allowing us to reprint this article. 



Holy Spirit Magazine March 201932

12 JUNE 2016

~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  without repeating any.
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C h i l d r e n s  Pa g e

The Parish collects personal information, including sensitive information, to 
enable the Parish to: · inform you about the Parish and its activities · assist the Parish 
in better servicing yourself, your fellow parishioners and the Parish community · 
provide religious services to the Parish community including administering the 
sacraments and pastoral care to the faithful, including to children of the faithful 
· promote the activities of the Parish. In particular this is done via this web site, 
and newsletters such as The Word and The Spirit Magazine. Information may 
need to be collected to allow the Parish to meet its legal obligations, to provide 
care for children while under the Parish’s supervision and to discharge its duty 
of care. If you reside in the Parish or otherwise use its services, the information 
may also be used to solicit donations and/or request and engage your services 
as a volunteer from time to time. As a member of the faithful or someone who 
wishes to become a member of or participate in the Parish, you agree that the 
Parish will be collecting information about your religious affiliation or beliefs. 
The Parish may need to disclose your personal information to third parties 

for administrative and fundraising purposes such as to other Parishes, the 
Archdiocese, medical practitioners and people providing services to schools, 
including volunteers. If you ask us to send your personal information overseas 
you agree that the Parish will have no control over the information disclosed and 
cannot ensure that an overseas recipient handles that information in accordance 
with the Privacy Act. If we do not receive the information requested, we may 
not be able to provide our services, such as administering the sacraments or 
supervising and providing care to children. Any consents that are required for 
the use and disclosure of the personal information collected about children will 
be sought from their parents or guardians unless the child is 15 years or more, in 
which case the Parish may seek the child’s consent if it considers this appropriate 
in all the particular circumstances. For more information about how the Parish 
handles your personal information, how to access and correct it, how to make 
a complaint and how we handle complaints, see our Privacy Policy at www.
holyspiritparish.org.au/PrivacyPolicy

Privacy Statement & Collection Notice
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In 2015, a 92-year-old lady, Wanda Goines, made a huge statement 
when she sat in a chair and narrated her poem, “The Gift-Wrap & 
The Jewel.” The touching poem not only strikes a chord but reminds 
us of what we’re all here for. The mother of a large family used her 
very rich — and very long! — life experience to teach us to look at 
the aging process with fresh eyes. And, in fact, to embrace it.

If you haven’t already heard the poem then you’re in for a real treat. 
We won’t spoil it for you, so just click on the video below to listen 
to the poet recite her very poignant and powerful words in her 
own voice. (We’ve also got a copy of the poem written out for you 
so you can take your time to soak up her wise words.)

And when you’ve listened to the poem and realized we’re all a 
collection of God’s jewels just needing a polish, you might want 
to read up on the fascinating life of Goines, who was married to 
Warren Goines for 58 years. She was also a qualified architect, and 
a keen dancer who taught herself New Testament Greek and Old 
Testament Hebrew. The talented artist also learned German and 
Latin and taught Bible classes — all on top of raising her eight 
children!

During a university reunion, at the age of 70, Wanda shared an 
impressive list of her life’s highlights. Along with her family, she 
spoke of meeting “Jesus Christ as her savior” at the age of 25. 
Her faith guided her throughout her adult life and inspired her 
in her artwork and poems. If you look on her website you’ll see a 
collection of her impressive works.

Goines died a year after her poem became an internet success, 
a few days before her 93rd birthday. There is no doubt that this 
particular jewel will be shining brightly for eternity.

92-Year-Old’s Poem On Aging 
Shines Light On How We Should Live 
Our Lives

“The Gift-Wrap & The Jewel”
by Wanda B. Goines

I looked in the mirror and what did I see,

but a little old lady peering back at me

With bags and sags and wrinkles and wispy white hair,

and I asked my reflection,

How did you get there?”

You once were straight and vigorous and now you’re 
stooped and weak,

when I tried so hard to keep you from becoming an antique

My reflection’s eyes twinkled as she solemnly replied,

you’re looking at the gift wrap and not the jewel inside

A living gem and precious, of unimagined worth

Unique and true, the real you, the only you on earth

The years that spoil your gift-wrap with other things more 
cruel,

should purify and strengthen, and polish up that jewel

So focus your attention on the inside, not the out

On being kinder, wiser, more content and more devout

Then, when your gift-wrap’s stripped away your jewel will 
be set free,

to radiate God’s glory throughout eternity.
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A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au

Thank you to Cerith Gardiner and Aletia.org for allowing us to reprint this 
wisdom.  Please visit this wonderful website for more interesting articles.
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To be precious in God’s eyes we don’t have to do anything special. 
We just are.

Christmas wouldn’t be the same without the Feast of the Holy 
Innocents. This single feast makes the inner meaning of Christmas 
clearer than it ever would have been without it.

The Feast of the Holy Innocents shows how much God loves 
babies. All babies.

By coming to us as an infant at Christmas, God shows his own 
willingness to enter into the human family in all its weakness and 
vulnerability. Angels filled the air and magi from the East come to 
worship not a great man, but a newborn baby.

But it would be easy to dismiss this as an anomaly. It would be 
easy to think of Christmas like the story of Moses: A story about 
an exceptional baby that proves the rule that most babies are 
unexceptional.

Think of all the reasons the massacre of the innocents should be 
considered unimportant. They were only babies, after all, in a time 
when infant mortality was common. There were probably only a 
few of them and these were only a few of the many victims of a 
bloodthirsty king.

But the Holy Innocents are showered with praise in the Mass today.

We pray to “God, whom the Holy Innocents confessed and 
proclaimed on this day, not by speaking but by dying.”

We say “they follow the Lamb and sing forever.”

We call them “the first fruits of the human race.”

If God loved these babies who had never been baptized, children 
of parents who never knew Christ, then he must love all babies.

The Holy Innocents show what it takes to be precious in God’s eyes.

If you ever thought you weren’t good enough to matter in the 
grand scheme of things, the Holy Innocents are here to show you 
that you are.

The culture says having a great personality, or a beautiful body, or 
being great at sports, is what makes us attractive. If you aren’t the 
life of the party, athletically inclined or particularly attractive, look 
at the Holy Innocents. They could do nothing but cry and nurse, 
and God loved them.

Aristotle said our ability to use our intellect with excellence is 
what makes us most human. If you don’t think you’re particularly 
smart, look at them. They never figured anything out except the 
newborn thoughts of “I’m hungry,” and “there’s Mother!” but that 
was enough for God.

The world says what you accomplish in life is what makes you 
important. If it seems like you haven’t done much with your life, 
look at them. They never did anything for anybody.

To be precious in God’s eyes we don’t have to do anything special. 
We just are.

And to be a saint, we don’t have to be anything grand or 
complicated. We just need to witness to him.

What the Innocents did do was simple: They lived in Christ’s time 
and died in Christ’s place.

We are all in exactly the same position. We live in the time of the 
Church, after Jesus came and before he returns. The very way the 
calendar names our calendar years — A.D.; Anno Domini; “the Year 
of Our Lord” — indicates that we live and die in Jesus’ time.

We who have been baptized have been incorporated into Christ’s 
life and death. As long as we do nothing to jeopardize that grace, 
we only gain from death, like they did. We too can “Follow the 
Lamb and sing forever.”

In fact, most of us were embraced by God exactly like the Holy 
Innocents were.

Most of us were baptized in our infancy. That means that God 
found us worthy to be his special disciples before we made any 
mark on the world, and before we did anything but cry.

We were exactly like the Holy Innocents — and we were also in the 
position of God himself, the newborn baby in the manger.

You could even argue that to this day, the more like the Holy 
Innocents we are, the closer to God we are.

“God is truly and absolutely simple,” said St. Augustine, and St. 
Thomas Aquinas argued at length that he was right.

God is uncomplicated. He simply lives and loves.

The real lesson of the Holy Innocents isn’t that we can never do 
enough to be worthy of God, it’s that we probably have to do a lot 
less to be more like him.

The more we do that is contrary to God’s will, the more complicated 
our lives become. The less we stray from his simple path, the more 
holy our life will become.

Pray today for the holy innocence of the Holy Innocents. Forever.

It doesn’t take much to please God: 
The lesson of the Innocents

We thank Author Tom Hoopes and Aleteia.org for allowing us to reprint.
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The Wise Men were led to Bethlehem, says 
the Gospel of Matthew, by a heavenly 
sign. “Where is he that is born King of the 
Jews?” the Magi asked, “for we have seen 
his star in the east.” Two thousand years 
later, the question often posed to Guy 
Consolmagno, an American Jesuit brother 
with a doctorate in planetary science, is 
what that star perhaps was.

A supernova, the last detonation of a dying 
sun? No. “When supernovas occur, they 
leave a remnant,” Brother Consolmagno 
says. The magnificent Crab Nebula consists 
of the glowing ashes of a supernova that 
Chinese astronomers noted in 1054. 
Nothing similar is contemporaneous with 
Jesus: “Our radio surveys of the sky are 
complete enough, we would have seen the 
radio signal.”

Might the star have been a comet, blazing 
past Earth the way Hale-Bopp did in 1997? 
Probably not, given a lack of historical 
corroboration. “Nobody else talks about 
such a comet,” Brother Consolmagno says. 
Worse, spotting one in the ancient world 
wasn’t a good tiding: “Comets are always 
described as arbiters of doom.”

Maybe the star was a planetary 
conjunction—say, in 6 B.C., when 
calculations show that Mercury, Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn gathered together. 
This theory, Brother Consolmagno says, is 
everybody’s favorite. “The particular one in 
6 B.C. that’s attractive is—they’re all right 
next to the sun, which explains why nobody 
actually saw it in the sky,” he says. “But the 
astrologers who can calculate these things 
would have calculated that they should all 
be there.”

Then again, perhaps the Star of Bethlehem 
was purely a literary symbol. “Caesar 
Augustus used a story like this, too,” Brother 
Consolmagno says, “as propaganda for why 
he should be the emperor and not his rivals. 
Maybe Matthew is saying: ‘Better than 
Caesar Augustus, we’ve got astrologers 
who could say this about Christ.’ ”

It might seem an odd line of inquiry, 
especially to a secular world that sees 
science and religion as separate, if 
not conflicting, domains. But Brother 
Consolmagno, director of the Vatican 
Observatory and thus the pope’s chief 
astronomer, is accustomed to fielding 

offbeat questions with good humor. One 
of his books is titled “Would You Baptize an 
Extraterrestrial?” His short answer: “Only if 
she asks!”

Brother Consolmagno, 66, grew up in 
Detroit as a self-described “Sputnik kid.” He 
studied at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the University of Arizona, 
and then, at 37, joined the Jesuit order. At 
conferences or when meeting newsmen, 
he pairs a clerical collar with an MIT class 
ring. The outfit, along with his thick beard, 
has a way of confounding expectations.

A desire to integrate science and faith 
publicly was part of the reason the Vatican 
established the observatory in 1891, 
though the church’s study of astronomy 
long precedes that. The Gregorian calendar 
used today was instituted in 1582 by 
Pope Gregory XIII to correct the old Julian 
system, which by that point had drifted out 
of season by 10 days.

But as the 19th century waned, two things 
happened. “One was, the unification of Italy 
meant that the Holy See was desperate 
to be still recognized as an independent 
country,” Brother Consolmagno says. 
“Having a national observatory was a sign 
of nationhood.” The same era “was really 
the first time that people had this idea that 
church and science might be at war, and 
the pope wanted a physical way of saying, 
‘No, we support science.’ ”

Telescopes were initially placed atop 
towers in the Vatican. After relations with 
Italy normalized in 1929, the astronomers 
fled Rome’s light pollution by moving 
15 miles southeast to the papal summer 
home here in the Alban Hills. As visitors 
coming by train round the bend, they can 
see the palace perched over a shimmering 
volcanic lake. Two telescope domes, each 
about 25 feet across, poke up from the 
roof. Two more domes, which will open to 
tour groups in 2019, stand in the gardens, 
past the cows and chickens that contribute 
to the pontifical sup. Pope Paul VI watched 
the moon landing here in 1969.

Since the original equipment is outmoded, 
the Vatican runs a newer telescope, built 
in the ’80s, on a mountaintop near Tucson, 
Ariz., where Brother Consolmagno studied 
for his doctorate and now spends part of 
each year. All in all, the observatory and its 

dozen Jesuit staff run on an annual budget 
of roughly €1.5 million ($1.7 million), a 
third from private donors. “For 12 people, 
that’s remarkable—but we come cheap,” 
Brother Consolmagno says, alluding to 
their religious vow of poverty. “Jesuits all 
live together, and we get just basically a 
token salary from the Vatican.”

This setup allows the astronomers to 
pursue science that would struggle to 
get funding elsewhere. Take Brother 
Consolmagno’s early work on meteorites, 
the chunks of alien rock and metal that 
hit Earth after a meteor burns through the 
atmosphere. The Vatican has one of the 
world’s largest meteorite collections, more 
than 1,000 samples in baggies and small 
vials, cataloged by the drawerful. When 
Brother Consolmagno arrived in the 1990s, 
he began systematically measuring their 
densities.

Most meteorites, he says, originate in the 
asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter, 
which he calls “the junk-pile scrap heap 
of the planets.” Scientists hunt for them in 
Antarctica, where the black rocks stand out 
on the ice, untouched for millennia after 
falling from the sky. Brother Consolmagno, 
after many days weighing and calculating, 
amassed hundreds of data points. “The first 
time I presented my preliminary results at 
a big meeting,” he says, “one of the grand 
old men of the field came up and said, ‘Guy, 
why are you measuring density? Nobody 
does that.’ ”

But the data proved interesting. “Meteorites 
are more dense than a typical rock, and 
much more dense than the asteroids they 
came from,” Brother Consolmagno says. 
“And that means that the asteroids that you 
look at in space are not just a big meteorite, 
but they’re actually a pile of rubble with a 
lot of empty space—lots of cracks, lots of 
voids and, as I joke, something big enough 
for the Millennium Falcon to hide in.”

A floating debris pile may sound easier to 
blow up, should the need to save humanity 
arise, but it isn’t: “When you have loose 
material, it can absorb impacts without 
shattering.” So what to do if an asteroid 
hurtles our way? “Plan B is to perturb it out 
of its orbit,” he says. “That’s easy to do if it’s 
a pile of rubble, because you have a little 
machine that throws dirt in one direction 

The Vatican’s Astronomer 
on God and the Stars

The pope’s chief stargazer, Br. Guy 
Consolmagno, discusses what the Wise 
Men saw, how to deflect an asteroid, 
and why science and faith are more than 
compatible.                          By Kyle Peterson
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and makes the asteroid go in the other 
direction—like some sort of mass launcher, 
a wood chipper.”

A faithful Catholic since childhood, Brother 
Consolmagno pursued astronomy without 
cognitive dissonance. That science might 
conflict with his faith “never occurred 
to me,” he says. “It was the nuns who 
taught me science when I was in grade 
school.” Upon entering religious life, he 
was surprised at the reactions: “So many 
of my science friends, once they knew I 
was a Jesuit, started telling me about the 
churches they went to. I had no idea they 
were churchgoers.”

How, then, did it become a trope to speak 
of a war between science and religion? 
There are many threads here to pull, from 
pop culture to anti-immigration rhetoric in 
the U.S. near the turn of the 20th century. 
“They wanted to keep people like my 
great-grandfather out of America,” Brother 
Consolmagno says—“people with funny 
last names who were Catholics.”

Let’s begin earlier, though, with another 
question he frequently gets: What about 
Galileo?

The church was wrong, Brother 
Consolmagno says, to put Galileo on 
trial in 1633 for promoting Copernican 
heliocentrism. Yet he says the affair 
was more complicated than some 
Enlightenment morality play. For one thing, 
the science was inconclusive. Competing 
with Copernicus was a nearly equivalent 
geocentric model. Proposed by the Danish 
astronomer Tycho Brahe, it featured the 
same orbits without Earthly motion. The 
sun revolved around us, and the other 
planets circled the sun.

“There’s only one difference between that 
and Copernicus,” Brother Consolmagno 
says. “The only thing you have to look at 
is the distant stars. If Copernicus is right, 
then when the Earth moves around the 
sun, you should see a slight shifting in the 
positions of the stars.” Because the stars 
are so far away, the effect was too faint to 
pick up: “Nobody could see that at the time 
of Galileo, or for hundreds of years after.” 
Brahe—and the church—was mistaken, 
but not obviously so.

Brother Consolmagno speculates that 
politics somehow also came into play. 
“There’s no argument in Galileo’s trial 
about any of the science. Anyone can pick 
up a copy and read the transcript,” he says, 
offering alternative theories: “Was it a 
personal politics, that he had insulted the 
pope? Was it the global politics, that this 

was happening right in the middle of the 
Thirty Years War?”

Adding to the perception of a science-faith 
conflict, deists began reading a Creator into 
gaps in scientific understanding—which 
meant that new knowledge kept squeezing 
God out. Newton suggested the solar 
system needed divine intervention to stay 
aligned: “He understood that planets are 
attracted to the sun. How come the planets 
don’t pull on each other and mess all of this 
up?” Brother Consolmagno says. “His math 
wasn’t good enough to calculate how big 
an effect that would be. The answer is, not 
very big.”

Brother Consolmagno sees a similar trap in 
arguments for “intelligent design,” such as 
the claim that the universe is “fine tuned” 
for life. Ditto on citing the Big Bang as proof 
of a “prime mover.” In fact it was a Belgian 
priest and physicist, Georges Lemaître, 
who extrapolated backward in the 1920s to 
suggest the universe began in a “primeval 
atom.” Brother Consolmagno says Lemaître 
eventually “spoke personally to Pope Pius 
XII” and urged him not to trumpet this 
news as evidence of a Creator.

A third contributing factor, in his view, was 
the rise of a peculiar sort of literalism. “The 
idea that you read the Bible like it was the 
Chilton’s manual for how to repair your 
Volkswagen —that’s literalism. It’s a very 
modern idea,” he says. “You don’t find that 
in the church fathers. You don’t find that in 
the rabbis of the time of Jesus. That’s not 
the way they interpreted it. All literature in 
ancient times started out as poetry.”

A minute later he extends the thought: 
“Science is also poetry. When I describe the 
path of a falling rock using Newton’s law of 

gravity, I’m saying the path that the rock 
makes when it falls is like the solution to 
this equation. It’s simile. The rock is not the 
equation, and the equation is not the rock.” 
The implication is that these two poetic 
ways of understanding the world perhaps 
flow toward a unified truth.

If so, it points to a deeper problem 
with dragging cosmology into religious 
arguments. “It always makes the science 
come first and God come at the end of your 
chain of reasoning,” Brother Consolmagno 
says. “To a scientist who’s a believer, it 
goes the other way around. I’ve already 
experienced God. I’ve already had religious 
experiences. I’ve already had things that 
have made me look at the universe and 
say: ‘What’s going on?’ Whether they’re 
tragedies like the death of a loved one 
or miracles like the birth of a loved one, 
there are things that make you say, ‘I’m 
experiencing something that’s more than 
physical things can explain. Where did this 
come from?’ Or maybe it’s just something 
as simple as: ‘I exist. Why do I exist? Why 
does anythingexist? Why does existence 
itself exist?’ ”

Facing such questions, he offers a 
hypothesis: “Let’s assume that there’s a God 
that’s outside nature, who is responsible 
for the existence of the universe,” he says. 
“When I start with that axiom, does the 
universe make sense? Does the universe 
make more sense than if I assume it’s all 
done by random chance? Am I able to see 
things I couldn’t see before? Am I able to 
understand things I couldn’t understand 
before? Is it an axiom that works?

“And to me, yes—that’s the answer.”
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I’ve been going to visit Jude for nearly three months now and I 
enjoy it more every day! As you will recall I was deeply consternated 
when Jude was admitted wondering if we had done the right 
thing. I’m now certain we have and I am delighted that Jude is 
happy, settled and much less anxious than she was when she was 
admitted and certainly much calmer than before she left home. 

I go twice each day – for lunch and dinner. It’s a pleasant routine. 
I get there before the meal and we chat and then stroll down to 
the dining room and select our seats. At first this was difficult. 
We did not know where to sit and no-one guided us anywhere in 
particular. As it turns out we have never sat at table 3 or table 6 as 
these seem to be habitually occupied by the same residents in the 
same seats at each sitting. We settled for a seat on the end of table 
4 so I could sit sideways to Jude to assist her to eat. She can feed 
herself but seems to lose track in mid-stream sometimes. Then I 
can slip in and place the fork in her hand or actually feed her. I can 
also intervene when she reaches over and tries to take the cup or 
glass or cutlery or bread and butter from another diner. Jude often 
presents as anxious as I arrive (in fact staff and other residents 
inform me that she often is waiting for me) but after a few minutes 
of quietness and me stroking her back or arm she settles. As she 
becomes accustomed to a new set of routines and time has gone 
on, I have been able to observe the other diners.

From where we often sit “Kurt”  presents as a person you would 
not want to share a meal with. He gets loudly grumpy with 
the nursing staff when they bring him his medication: “No, 
I’m not taking that, take it away!” He often refuses the meal 
offered to him and demands a bowl of heated up tinned 
spaghetti (which is often served with two boiled eggs by 
the concerned chef ) and he refuses to be seated opposite 
some other diners, one particularly, because “She dribbles!” 
One day when we arrived our usual seats were occupied 
and I saw Kurt was alone on a table for four. I summoned my 
courage and asked him if we could sit at his table. He agreed. 
During that meal not many words were shared but at the 
end I asked him if he would like me to get his walker from the 
wall. He smiled, agreed and thanked me! 

Two meals later we shared with him again and with my 
faltering voice (my speech is deteriorating rapidly now) 
I asked him how old he was and where he was from. He 
became quite loquacious! We found out many things and 
he was obviously pleased that someone was interested in 
his story. Kurt was born in Austria before World War Two and 
as a teenager saw the obliteration of Germany and Austria. 
He told me of “the day that never ended” when the Allied 
bombardment of his home town went on for 24 hours and 
he and his family lay huddled in a shed to avoid the shells. 
He told me at least twice that the bombs never stopped and 
the sky at night was alight like in the day.  

As we ate together, he said that the food at the nursing 
home was good and then said when he was a child, they 
hardly ever ate meat. He said this repeatedly; it was clearly 
a deep-seated memory. Sometimes, he offered, they killed 
a chicken or a duck but never any real meat! He told me he 
was one of a large family of children and his father could 
not feed his family despite his hard work – there was just no 
food to buy or find. With tears brimming in his eyes he told 

of how his father went into the forest and stripped small saplings 
trying to extract some nourishment for his children from the 
inner bark. I took all this in with some equanimity at first but soon 
I found myself crying as well for this gruff, apparently unhappy, 
demanding and judgmental man who in his inner life still wrestles 
with the pain of watching a father who could not provide for his 
kids because of War. I thanked him for his story and collected his 
walker. We got up to go, we shook hands and he thanked me very 
much. On another day he told me of his work in Australia. On the 
day the Prime Minister announced Snowy Mark 2.0 he informed me 
that he worked on the original Snowy Mountains Hydro Scheme, 
like so many post-war refugees who helped build Australia! 

Yesterday we had dinner together again with Kurt who smiled us 
into the seats at his table. He continued to smile throughout the 
meal and while we did not have a lengthy conversation – which is 
as much a result of my very limited ability to speak in such a manner 
as others can understand as anything else – it was a pleasant meal. 
We are now good friends. I look forward at future meal sharings to 
inviting Kurt to tell us more of his life story. 

Today we had lunch with the lady who dribbles – and she’s 
delightful too! 

When two or three are gathered in my (even unstated) name – who 
knows what can happen!  

A Sunday Reflection

 

IMPERIAL 
SPLENDOURS WITH 
OBERAMMERGAU 
DEPARTING 24 MAY 2020

12 DAYS  |  MUNICH TO MUNICH

  $5,545*
per person 
twin share

This Central Europe tour is a magnificent 
journey through the former Habsburg 
Empire. Your tour starts and ends in 
Munich. Along the way, you will overnight 
in some of Central Europe’s most exciting 
cities: Prague, Budapest, Vienna, and 
Salzburg.

During your tour, you will also get to 
experience a special Oberammergau 
itinerary and enjoy a once-in-a-decade 
Passion Play performance! 

YOUR TOUR INCLUDES
g Breakfast Daily, 1 Lunch and 7 Dinners 
g Services of a Professional Tour Director and  
 Local Guides 
g Enjoy the Passion Play from 2:30pm to 10:30pm  
 and a 3-hour intermission for dinner

For more information or to register your interest contact

RHEOM TRAVEL 
Phone (03) 9830 1188 
Email edwina@rheomtravel.com.au or catherine@rheomtravel.com.au 
Visit  Ground Floor, 210 Canterbury Road, Canterbury VIC 3126

*A non-refundable deposit of $350.00 per person is due by 31st October 2019. 

Mike Bowden
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On Friday 1st of March we had our second rock n roll dance in the 
Parish centre. Once again organised by Jenny Philp we had the 
music of Steve Pinzone and his band. Steve’s son Adam attended 
Holy Spirit school and this led to him providing music at our fete 
for many many years.Not wanting to let a good thing go , last year 
we asked him to provide the music for our first  rock n roll dance  
and it was a great success.So, on Friday the 1 st  here we were all 
again. Steve’s music is classic rock and they know a million songs 

all of which we remembered fondly. There were about a 100 people 
there and all night long they were dancing, laughing talking and 
having a great time.We had a guest appearance on stage from 
Jenny, Silvio and Don and this was a great success considering 
they had constantly rehearsed for all of 20 minutes.Thanks to 
Jenny, Steve and his terrific band and to all who joined us on the 
night. It was a fun night. 

Parish Dance

The TrioThe Nutbush
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Fr Kevin Mogg AM has spent over five decades as a leader in Catholic 
Social Services. He has been an inspiring parish leader for over six 
decades, an educator, and a prison and youth justice chaplain. For 24 
years he also served on the Board of CatholicCare where he continues 
to serve as Emeritus Board member - but it doesn’t stop there.

Fr Kevin was the founder of Catholic Social Services Victoria and was a 
member of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council for 15 years. 
His dedication to the Church and towards creating a just society has 
been a lifelong mission, and he has encouraged many others to take 
part in this mission, too.

On Thursday 31 January, together with friends, family and colleagues, 
we celebrated the launch of Fr Kevin’s book, An Enabling Life, which 
captures the journey of his ministry and vision in an insightful and 
engaging account.

Author Anne Tuohey - who first met Fr Kevin when she started work at 
Catholic Social Services Victoria - worked with him to bring this book 
to life and collate the stories and thoughts that portray his astonishing 
life’s work. 

A celebration with a sense of community

“The recurring theme throughout the book is the way in which Fr 
Kevin motivated people to contribute their talents for the benefit of 
others. He empowered many young people to develop leadership 
skills and a strong sense of community that would serve them well 
for life,” reads the description on the back cover of An Enabling Life.

During the book launch yesterday, it was clear that Fr Kevin has 
developed the most wonderful, strong and meaningful relationships 
throughout his life.

There were people from all walks of life in attendance – all of whom 
had either had a part in shaping the person Fr Kevin is today, or who 
had been shaped by his friendship and support throughout their own 
lives.

Judge Michael McInerney, a close friend 
of Fr Kevin, was invited to officially 
launch An Enabling Life during which 
he told great stories of the wondrous life 
Fr Kevin has led. 

“[He is] an intelligent, determined, loyal 
and obedient person who has a strong 
faith and has lived by that faith,” said 
Michael. He also noted that Fr Kevin was 
the first state-appointed prison chaplain – and what better person to 
do this than someone who is so compassionate and slow to condemn.

“People often ask me about the evil deeds of people, perpetrated on 
other humans,” said Fr Kevin. “I can honestly say that over all those 
years [as a prison chaplain] and all the hundreds, maybe thousands 
of people I’ve met in the prison system and juvenile system, I’ve only 
ever encountered one or two people that I would describe as evil. 
Most people do bad things because of what has been perpetrated 
on them by others. And I truly believe that people generally are 
inherently good – it’s what happens to them on the journey [that 
changes them].”

“An Enabling Life is certainly a ‘labour of love’ as described by the 
many who were involved in the process of its making. The stories 
within span decades, and some have even been written by Fr Kevin’s 
dearest friends and colleagues.

Story and photos by Liz Gellel, Catholic Care Melbourne, Greater Geelong, 
Gippsland 
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