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Welcome to our Parish family Fr Jose Joseph. 
We hope you will enjoy your time with us. 

Thank you for your Ministry

Church of Dominus Flevit

The little teardrop Church of Dominus Flevit, halfway down 
the western slope of the Mount of Olives, recalls the Gospel 
incident in which Jesus wept over the future fate of Jerusalem.
This poignant incident occurred during Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday, when crowds threw their 
cloaks on the road in front of him and shouted, “Blessed is the 
king who comes in the name of the Lord!”Looking down on the 
city, Jesus wept over it as he prophesied its future destruction.

Photo’s supplied by Ian Stuart

The panoramic view from the Church of Dominus Flevit (Latin for “the 
Lord wept”) makes it easy to imagine the scene as Christ looked down 
on the city.
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Thank You from the Editor
Thank you to all who gave their time and efforts to produce this 
edition.

With apologies to anyone I may have missed, to Nick May and 
Odette Janz, in particular for putting together a page of photos 
for me.  This is a great help and if anyone else would like to assist, 
we would love to talk to you.  We just need to have a page or two 
formatted in a Work document and saved as a PDF.  This saves 
time and costs at the printers.

Thanks to Fred Van Gestel for bringing to my attention the 
death of Fr Peter McGrath cp who founded the Family Groups 
Movement.

“What is a Family Group? 

Established in 1972 by Fr Peter Mc Grath cp, the aim of the Family 
Group Movement is to build Christian community through the 
development of extended families.

With loneliness and isolation so prevalent in our society, there 
is a genuine need for people to know and support each other. 
Family Groups create an extended family atmosphere within the 
community and are open to everyone. Our focus is on people 
caring for, loving and accepting each other.

“Love one another as I have loved you”

Our Aims:

• To get to know other members of the Parish

• To support each other sharing each others joys and sorrows  
 and so building the Christian community as in the early Church

• To involve our children in our Christian sharing directly,  
 if possible.

• If not, then indirectly by our example”.

http://www.pfgm.org

Family Groups here at Holy Spirit parish were established around 
1974 when Fr Kevin Mogg arrived.  We had a large number of 
groups and I believe a couple still thrive today!  

As a tribute to the work of Fr McGrath for the September Edition 
the focus will be on family and in particular, Family Groups.  
I want to hear all of your stories about your Family Group 
experiences.  I would like to hear from all age groups, and receive 
photo’s documenting your Group.  Please think about this and 
begin your contribution.

Don’t’ forget THE HOLY SPIRIT FETE  - it may be October but 
the time to start work is NOW!  And, whilst you are working, take 
the time to tell us your stories of your “Best Buys” at the Fete 
over the years – and the adventures of the various work groups. 
This is part of our history and needs to be shared with the next 
generations.

To all who have lost loved ones since our last edition, please 
know you are not forgotten and remembered in the thoughts 
and prayers of many – We particularly remember  Graeme Muir 
and offer our condolences to Kath, Carolyn, Sharon and families. 

Helen Konynenburg

The Spirit Magazine is published four times a year. 
Editor: Helen Konynenburg E-mail: helen@konynenburg.com 
Publisher: Minuteman Press Mitcham Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com
The contents of this magazine are printed in an effort to support community awareness  
and communication and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, our Parish 
Priest, or the people of the Holy Spirit Parish.
Letters to the Editor, enquiries re distribution information and sourced contributions  
should be sent to:  Holy Spirit Parish House, 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood  
(address above)
Average circulation 700 copies - Not for profit
NOW AVAILABLE IN FULL COLOUR ONLINE:  
http://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/TheSpiritMagazine.aspx
Printed by Minuteman Press Mitcham - Shop 2, 535 Whitehorse Road  
Mitcham, Vic, 3132 - Phone: 9873 2888 www.mitcham.minutemanpress.com.au
Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com
Closing date for next edition:  August 13, 2018 
Focus for next Edition:  Family Groups – Tell us your family Group story
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Around the Parish
RCIA photos from St Patricks Cathedral Visit

Baptism Welcomings 
Such a delight to welcome these beautiful families – I’m afraid 
the photographer is not really “up-to-scratch” but I did try to get 
everyone’s faces!!

4th March Samuel PASSLOW, Parents Trent & Nicole

10th March Nathaniel INGLESE, Parents David & Laura

11th March Penelope RIVALLAND, Parents Geoff & Sonia  
Spencer TAMPION, Parents David & Kelly

18th March Jack JENNINGS, Parents Andrew & Skye  
Elijah SQUIRE, Parents Matthew & Amanda 
Henry PETRUCCELLI, Parents Damian & Sarah

7th April Alexandra GREEN, 
Parents Zachary & Jane

8th April Harry, Sonny & Zahli 
CORNWELL, Parents Matthew & 
Rachel 
Layla LANDINI, Parents Simon & 
Melissa

 28th April Joshua TILLEY, 
Parents Jaymes & Jennifer

 29th April Arcadia & Wilkie LILBURNE, Parents Antony & Claire

6th May Harper GORDON, Parents Joshua & Jessica

19th May Spencer BONOLA, Parents Matthew & Mia

20th May Henry WILLIAMS, Parents Michael & Louise 
Laila COLLINS, Parents Braedon & Kara

27th May Ella & Max BUTTERWORTH, Parents Rory & Jessica 
Logan ANNELLS, Parents Brett & Jess

80Th Birthday 
Congratulations to  
Bill Lanigan

60 Wedding anniversary 
Congratulations to Lawry and Judith 
Wilson on achieving the wonderful 
milestone of 60 blissful years of 
marriage.
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Happy 86th Birthday to Fr Kevin

On Monday 23rd April a few of the gang from Holy Spirit (past and 
present) took Fr Kevin to the Warrandyte Hotel, The Grand - for a 
lovely evening of friendship, fun and food to celebrate his 86th 
birthday.

Father Kevin is keeping relatively good health and still continues to 
visit many homes in Holy Spirit Parish spending time catching up 
with many of his friends.  

Fr Kevin is happily retired and living at Justin Villa in North Balwyn.

May good health and God’s blessing be with you Father Kevin.

….Tina Toomey, Pastoral Worker, Holy Spirit Parish.

PPC Corner

Who would have thought that we would have a new 
Parish Priest before this edition of the Spirit magazine 
even went to print? But, we have. 

We say farewell to Fr Joe Shibu SAC, and wish him every 
success on his journey. We warmly welcome our new 
Parish priest, Fr Jose Joseph SAC, and look forward to his 
guidance and leadership.

The changeover of Parish Priest has required some of us, 
not just the PPC, to drop our normal business and focus 
on the handover. This has resulted in the postponement 
of some initiatives across ministries.

Nonetheless, we are very pleased to report that we have 
produced a Vision Statement for the parish. Its aim will 
be to clarify in everyone’s mind who we are as a parish, 
why we exist, and what we aspire to become.  We aim to 
communicate the vision to you all once Fr Jose gets to 
see it and gets to like it. 

Communicating the vision will be one of our major 
tasks over the next three months. We will also assess 
our parish against the ten values that make a missional 
parish. Following that, we will evaluate our parish 
against the five systems of church life - Worship, 
Evangelisation, Discipleship, Community and Ministry. 
We anticipate that we will complete those tasks by the 
middle of 2019.

Anyway, if you would like to participate in any of the 
above activities, or give us your views, please speak to 
any of the PPC members, or send us an email on 

ppc-sec@holyspiritparish.org.au.

Around the Parish

‘Holy Mother’:  
Eric Clapton sings 
a song he wrote for 
the Blessed Mother
Zoe Romanowsky | May 03, 2018
 

Clapton’s lyrics reflect a conversion experience he had in rehab 
years ago.
In this benefit concert for Bosnia in 1996, Eric Clapton per-
formed a song he wrote for the Blessed Mother along with 
the renowned Italian opera singer Luciano Pavarotti and a 
terrific Gospel choir. The words of the song are a real prayer for 
Clapton.
In his memoir, Clapton: The Autobiography, the musician 
writes about a rock-bottom moment he had in rehab in 1987:

“I was in complete despair,” wrote Clapton. “In the privacy of 
my room, I begged for help. I had no notion who I thought I 
was talking to, I just knew that I had come to the end of my 
tether . . .  and, getting down on my knees, I surrendered. 
Within a few days I realized that . . . I had found a place to turn 
to, a place I’d always known was there but never really wanted, 
or needed, to believe in. From that day until this, I have never 
failed to pray in the morning, on my knees, asking for help, 
and at night, to express gratitude for my life and, most of all, 
for my sobriety.”Reprinted with permission www.Aletia.org
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Official Farewell and presentation  
by Tina Toomey to long term parishioners 
Keith & Ann Gysberts

Around the Parish
The Editor of The Word 
Holy Spirit Parish 
North Ringwood

 

Dear Editor,

Re Palm Sunday Celebrations at 9.00 am Mass.

I want to express my sheer delight in the musical attributes 
to the celebration of Palm Sunday at the 9.00 am Mass. Whilst 
the religious emphasis is not lost on me, it was the musical 
interpretation which “blew” my mind. After some of the 
renditions, particularly where “ harmony” was brought into 
play, it was then when I had difficulty breathing. It was so 
“HEAVENLY”!

I have never been “there” before.

When I die, I do not care where I finish up, but please let me 
go where” the choir” of the day at 9.00 am Mass goes. That 
will not only please me, but I am sure Jesus will make the 
right choice.”

Another successful  
Evening of Rock N Roll 
Thank you to everyone who organized, to those who came and made it 
another great night of good music, fabulous dancing and great company.
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Around the Parish
Children’s Liturgy
Children’s Liturgy is part of Saturday night 6pm Mass and Sunday 
morning 10.30am Mass. Children are led in a child-friendly version of 
the gospel followed by a colouring or puzzle activity. New families 
are warmly welcome.

Our volunteer leaders include school parents, university students 
and older parishioners. If you keen to know more or interested in 
becoming a leader please contact Michelle Sherriff 0400 044 138. 
All leaders require a Working with Children check. 

Occasionally it may be things rather than people, which remind 
us of the everchanging tapestry of our shared parish life.  Looking 
up last Sunday I saw the banner of the “Risen Christ’  and was 
reminded of the many times I would drop by my friend Jeanette’s 
house over 35 years ago and together we would prepare our 
‘lessons’ for the secondary group we shared.  Each time she would 
say ‘what do you 
think of this or 
will I use this 
colour’ and so 
the orange and 
brown figure of 
Christ evolved 
as she creatively 
worked on it, 
spread out 
before us.  Many 
might remember 
her beautiful 
soft toys stitched 
so beautifully for 
Parish fetes. For 
me I reflected 
on the thought 
that the times 
we spend with 
each other 
whether long 
or short, happy 
or unhappy, productive or seemingly not so, are really treasured 
memories in our journeying in faith.

Thank you to the anonymous parishioner who contributed these 
beautiful thoughts. Ed
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North Ringwood Community House 
Coffee & Craft Come along for a cuppa and enjoy the company of 
others while you work on your craft projects. Examples – crochet 
patterns, cross stitching, patchwork, knitting, colouring in, or any 
other craft. This social group is fun, social and welcoming and 
will create a space where you will feel supported and make new 
friends. Morning tea provided. http://www.nrch.org.au/course/
coffee-craft/

Rummikub  Want to join a fun and welcoming group to play 
Rummikub – a tile based game which is addictive and interesting. 
We will be able to show you the ropes and have you playing the 
game of strategy in no time! Beginners welcome. Morning tea 
provided http://www.nrch.org.au/course/rummikub/   

North Ringwood Community House is also offering the following 
children and young people services.    
Onsite Occasional Childcare Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
during school terms with 3 and 5 hour sessions available from 
9.30am – 2.30pm. For more information  http://www.nrch.org.au/
children-services/   

VCAL  The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a 
Senior Secondary Certificate designed for students who prefer 
a less academic focus and wish to either transition into a TAFE 
course or employment. VCAL involves students undertaking 
Literacy, Numeracy, Work Related Skills, Personal Development 
Skills strands, work placement and a VET course based at NRCHI 
or elsewhere. For more information http://www.nrch.org.au/
course/vcal/   

Other exciting courses include… Computer and work skills, 
computer classes, language classes, a range of fitness classes and 
art & craft.   For more information regarding any of our course or 
programs, days and times please contact NRCH on (03) 9876 3421 
or admin@nrch.org.au or visit our website http://www.nrch.org.au  

Reading Links 
French village opens its doors and its heart to African refugees

http://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2018/4/5ad8b0824/french-
village-opens-its-doors-its-heart-african-refugees.html?utm_
source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=HQ_EN_
post_Global_Core%2520Social%2520Media%2520Outreach

Let’s be less shrill about Church – State relations

https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=55119&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=Eureka+Street+Daily+-
+Friday+6+April+2018&utm_content=Eureka+Street+Daily+-+Fri
day+6+April+2018+CID_68c038ce604c3666208b0f35e977cd8c&u
tm_source=Jescom+Newsletters&utm_term=Lets+be+less+shrill+a
bout+Church-State+relations#.WscIpbSSW9s.email

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the Spirit is saying. Pope 
Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ decision to hold a 
Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 and 2021. It is a significant 
moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the 
future. To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council, all of God’s 
people are invited to reflect on the question: “What do you think 
God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” Find out more about 
the Plenary Council 2020 at the new website, now online: www.
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

Don’t leave Mass with a forked tongue, says Pope Francis

https://aleteia.org/2018/04/04/dont-leave-mass-with-a-forked-
tongue-says-pope/#.WscL1NgqdOI.email

Remember the beautiful hymn sung at the Stations of the Cross at 
Holy Spirit Kerry mentioned Fr Rob Galea a noted singer/songwriter 
from the Sandhurst Diocese.  You may enjoy reading more about Fr 
Rob 
https://aleteia.org/2017/12/09/father-rob-galeas-silent-night-is-an-
rb-masterpiece/#.Wr8smk-7IhE.email

Fr Rob Galea

https://www.frgministry.com/

FRG Ministry is a Catholic movement bringing the love of Jesus 
and His message of hope to people of all ages across the world. 
FRG Ministry supports new and engaging means of evangelisation, 
from music, social media and video production, to mission trips and 
outreach events. FRG Ministry also provides educational programs 
and resources for schools and  Catholic parishes which help people 
grow as Christ’s true disciples. 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCKBL7GTDGu8se5Wml5n85WA

Editors note -We would welcome your feedback as to whether find these 
links useful?
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Our daily journey to Emmaus
Twenty parishioners gathered in the 
Chapel on Tuesday evenings for a seven 
week program from the Catholic School of 
Evangelisation called ‘Journey to Emmaus’. 
We know the story from Luke’s gospel of 
how two disciples were walking away from 

Jerusalem after Jesus’ death. They were 
downcast, disheartened and while they 
were walking Jesus came alongside and 
walked with them. They told him about all 
the happenings in Jerusalem, including 

Jesus suffering and death.  Although they 
had heard that his body was no longer in 
the tomb, they didn’t understand. As they 
walked Jesus opened the scriptures to them, 
that it had been foretold the Messiah would 
suffer and die and rise again on the third 
day.  But still they did not understand. When 
they came to Emmaus, they invited Jesus 
to stay with them, and it was only when He 
gave thanks and broke the bread that their 
eyes were opened and finally they were able 
to recognise Him.

Over the seven weeks we learned about the 
old testament scriptures that foretold the 
Messiah. One week everyone was invited 

to dress up as an Old Testament patriarch, 
prophet or Wisdom figure. Old  Testament  
prophets spoke about  ‘The Messiah’, the 
One who is to come into the world as 
‘Saviour’, ‘Messiah’, ‘Suffering Servant’ and 
‘Lord.’ The wisdom figures had studied 

events of the past and call us to recognise 
that in Jesus we have our true liberator. 
As we prayed and pondered on the ‘Word’ 
each day, we shared in that excitement and 
expectation, as did the two disciples. 

It so happened that it was 
Fr Jose’s first day as our 
Parish Priest, and he readily 
embraced the celebration 
of the Eucharist in the style 
that Jesus would have broken 
bread with the two disciples 
in Emmaus. On the final week 

everyone 
shared some 
insights 
into their 
experience of 
the seminar 
and their 
“Pearl of 
Scripture” that 
had touched 
them.  Some comments included the 
importance of community, sharing the 
journey, how precious and priceless the 
Word of God is, even though it is free and 
the realisation that the Word of God and 

Jesus in the Eucharist are one and the 
same. The personal stories were also great 
for building our faith in God and Jesus. 
One of the regular Tuesday night prayer 
group members, Andrew, also celebrated 
a significant birthday during the seminar 

and we helped him celebrate with a 
great supper that night. Andrew’s Pearl of 
Scripture was from John Chapter 15 – ‘Love 
one another as I have loved you’ (said Jesus). 
That just about sums it all up.

From the Emmaus seminar, we had the 
opportunity for our hearts to burn within us 
as the Holy Spirit revealed His love, healing, 
peace and encouragement. No matter 
what our present sorrows or hardships this 
journey of listening and then responding, 
makes us want to return and share the 
‘Good News’ with others, just as the two 

disciples returned excitedly to Jerusalem. 
Our grateful thanks to Sandra Bishop and 
Emilia Sacchetta and other members of the 
Melbourne team of the CSOE for presenting 
Emmaus for our benefit. 
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Francis Sullivan 
CEO Truth Justice  
and Healing Council 
Thursday 22 March 2018

After five years, 57 case studies, 8,000 
private sessions and over 1,300 witnesses 
the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse has 
delivered a comprehensive and confronting 
report. It comprises 17 volumes, contains 
189 recommendations – many of which 
relate to the Catholic Church – with 20 
specifically dealing with the Catholic 
Church.

Volume 16, entitled Religious Institutions, is 
made up of three books, close to 800 pages 
each – one of these books if entirely focused 
on the Catholic Church.

As it happens, the Commission has revealed 
that more than 36 percent of all abuse 
victims involved with the Commission were 
abused in the Catholic Church.

The Commission’s data survey reveals that 
4,445 individuals alleged abuse within the 
Church in the period 1950 to 2010.

One thousand eight hundred and eighty 
priests and religious were accused of abuse 
over that time.

No wonder the Commission paid so much 
attention to the Church.

What did the Commission find about the 
incidence and the response of the Church to 
child sexual abuse?

In short – children were abused because 
they could be abused.

These were crimes, not just failures of 
character, or sinful behaviour as some have 
suggested.

Perpetrating priests and religious brothers 
targeted, groomed and exploited vulnerable 
children wherever and whenever it was 
possible.

Let’s make no mistake… they were 
criminals.

Church leaders and their officials gravely 
mismanaged cases of abuse.

At times they did not believe the victims or 
even their families. Often, they didn’t inform 
the police. They concealed information 
and protected perpetrators. The Church 
as an institution acted just like any other 
institution. It risk-managed and protected 
itself, including its assets.

It deployed rigorous, legal defences and 
hard ball negotiations. It used its might 
to prevail over victims, even when they 

knew that the abuse had occurred. This has 
become a familiar, and tragic refrain.

The Commission’s findings come as no 
surprise, even though they are shocking 
and a terrible indictment on our religious 
organisation.

Throughout the course of the five years we 
learnt much, but unfortunately are still left 
with many questions.

This is because most of the case studies 
involving the Church were about abuse 
which happened from the 1970s and 1980s.

A time when clericalism and the dysfunction 
of the clericalist culture was stronger than it 
is today.

A time when the power imbalance between 
clerics and the lay community was still 
played out in unquestioning compliance 
because ’father knows best’. A time when 
the authority of bishops and religious 
leaders was more strident. A time when 
secrecy, tribalism and the bulwark mentality 
of the Church warded off critics and threats 
alike in a self-serving belief that the Church’s 
future demanded it.

Many of the key players of those times 
were not able to give evidence to the 
Commission. They had died or were too 
incapacitated. So we were left to surmise, 
and in the end wonder, why leaders and 
others acted the way they did.

That said, we do have a pretty good handle 
on the culture in which these administrators 
operated.

Our Council laid out a comprehensive 
submission to the Commission along these 
lines.

Much of what we outlined was taken up 
by the Commission in its description of the 
factors that led to the abysmal institutional 
response by the Church to incidents of 
abuse including:

…clericalism,

…structure and governance issues,

…leadership failures,

…Canon law, and

…celibacy, to name just a few

And let’s remember, all sexual abuse is an 
abuse of power. So too is its cover up.

The leadership of an organisation, including 
our own, shapes the assumptions, values, 
beliefs and norms of its culture. This in 
turn influences how individuals behave, 
particularly with vulnerable people, 
and it sets a standard of what is, or isn’t, 
acceptable.

The stark findings of the Commission paint 
the picture of an arrogant and hypocritical 
Church. Too often the safety and welfare of 
children were not the number one priority. 
It is hard not to conclude that the dignity 
and worth of an abused child or even that of 
children at risk was far less important than 
the reputation of a priest or brother.

The Commission made many 
recommendations that relate to the future 
administration and child protection policies 
of all institutions.

Interestingly, they did not find any 
significant problems with how Catholic 
Church schools, welfare or other social 
services operate today.

There were no adverse findings against 
how these organisations deal with abuse 
allegations, complaints or how they educate 
staff in prevention and protection measures.

In fact, the Commission made the point that 
the Church leadership could learn from the 
way these services are run.

This is a direct result of the effort that the 
Church has gone to over the past 20 years 
to get its act together on the welfare and 
protection of children.

The Commission made much of the 
decision-making and accountabilities that 
functioned in the Church throughout the 
period it examined. It maintains that a lot 
of that dysfunction still exists today in the 
Church.

As a consequence, the Commission has 
called on Church leaders to instigate a 
major review of diocesan structures and 
governance.

This is important.
As a Church we need governance that 
best reflects the pastoral needs of our 
community.

The track record of leaders throughout the 
abuse scandal fell well short of best practice 
governance.

In so many ways leaders failed to respond as 
pastors to those who were abused.

Whether the culture of the church 
prohibited bishops and leaders is one thing 
but more importantly it shows that unless 
the church is clear about what is important 
and essential, things can go very badly 
wrong.

This means governance must reflect the 
identity, ethos and purpose of what a 
Church is about.

It must not fall into the trap of maintaining 
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a rigid and defensive organisational focus 
where its mission, as articulated by the 
Gospel, is undermined by expediency and 
self-preservation.

So, in short, we need governance and 
decision-making processes that reflect the 
lived experience of those being governed.

Whether it is more women in governance 
roles, or others who for too long have been 
isolated from participation, the continuity 
between how decisions are made and the 
needs of those being governed needs to be 
seamless and strong.

As I said before, the Commission went 
out of its way to affirm the more recent 
Church structures that have deployed the 
best practices of corporate governance 
in the arrangements for ministries across 
education, health and welfare services.

One glaring feature of these structures is 
their lay leadership. Even more notable is 
that these structures are legitimate Church 
companies that have the same status in the 
Church as any diocese or religious order.

Clearly there is much the rest of the 
institution can learn from how lay-led 
canonical structures are responding to 
the pastoral and ministerial needs of local 
communities.

In essence, we are taking about lay 
participation in the decisions made about 
the way the church operates, how dioceses 
and parishes operate, how priests and 
religious engage with the rest of us. And 
in turn how lay involvement can shape our 
doctrine.

These are all decisions that for 2,000 years 
have been made by a handful of men, 
relatively speaking, on behalf of the entire 
Church.

Maybe at this time, there should at least 
be some consideration given to a different 
approach.

The majority of the recommendations 
made by the Royal Commission called on 
the Australian bishops to address universal 
Church issues with the Vatican.

Interestingly, the Royal Commission pulled 
back from making any definitive policy 
recommendations around issues like 
celibacy but certainly made it clear that 
the Church needs to carefully examine the 
role of celibacy in the unfolding sex abuse 
scandal.

The Royal Commission’s recommendations 
on the seal of confession are far more 
problematic.

Some have wondered whether this 
recommendation was included to test the 
Church’s capacity to examine some of the 
issues at the very core of its teachings.

At best the evidence before the Royal 
Commission about abuse of the seal was 
selective and patchy.

It was hard to see any systemic abuse of the 
sacrament but it does beg the question, 
how are priests instructed to administer the 
seal where abuse is disclosed?

A litmus test for the Church leadership will 
be the degree to which they act on the 
recommendationsof the Commission.

For the past 18 months our Council has 
called for a substantial implementation 
strategy to beestablished, resourced and 
charged with an independent brief to get 
things going.

As they say, watch this space!
In that context I was heartened by our 
own Archbishop, Christopher Prowse’s 
statement recognising that the Church 
needs to respond to the scandal with even 
better protection and prevention measures, 
and a review of it governance. He’s already 
instigated his own practical measures.

Apart from the devastation the abuse has 
had, and in many cases, continues to have 
on survivors, the scandal has left ordinary 
Catholics appalled.

Across the last five years I have heard their 
despair, disenchantment and for too many 
others, their decision to disengage.

A quick analysis of the 2016 National Church 
Life Survey which was released in part 
earlier this year, makes the situation very 
plain.

Nearly three out of five Church goers (57 
percent) agree that their confidence in 
Church authorities has been damaged 
by the cases of sex abuse by priests and 
religious.

More than one-third of church goers (35 
percent) agree that their respect for priests 
and religious has declined as a result of 
these offences.

Nearly two thirds of Church goers (64 
percent) agreed that the response of Church 
authorities to incidents of child sexual 
abuse had been inadequate and showed a 
complete failure of responsibility.

This visceral reaction within the Catholic 
community is succinctly reflected in one of 
the Commission’s overarching findings on 
the Catholic Church, and I quote from the 
report:

We have concluded that there were 
catastrophic failures of leadership of 
Catholic Church authorities over many 
decades, particularly before the 1990s. 
Those failures led to the suffering of a great 
number of children, their families and wider 
communities.

For many, the harm was irreparable. In 
numerous cases, that harm could have been 
avoided had Catholic Church authorities 
acted in the interests of children rather than 
in their own interests.

This division, born of mistrust in our 
leadership needs healing.

I think that can only occur if we are moving 
as a faith community along an agreed 
pathway. The alternative is too divisive, even 
schismatic.

Already too many have left and far too many 
others are wavering. In our contemporary 
context that agreed path requires us all to 
‘get with the program’.

In my mind that could start with listening to 
Pope Francis. He famously has said that we 
are not living in an era of change. Rather we 
are living in a change of era. He means that 
we must wake up to the paradigm shift. The 
days of Christendom are over.

So too are the days where young people are 
socialised into their religion in a society that 
prizes religious belief and practice.

On the contrary religious affiliation is on the 
decline in Australia and in some quarters 
actively disparaged. Now everything is 
contestable and even disposable.

So, faith needs to be understood more as 
a personal journey of self-discovery and 
divine revelation with other like-minded folk 
– let’s call it a movement – than primarily a 
tribal allegiance held together by rules and 
group identification.

The attitude of the Church in today’s world 
is far removed from the triumphant and 
doctrinaire approach of times past.

The engagement of the Church in the 
modern world cannot be about imposing a 
blueprint on how life should be lived.

Rather, Pope Francis calls us to be a 
missionary Church, walking alongside our 
fellow citizens, being far less dogmatic and 
rule-focused.

A Church that risks involvement and even 
compromise as it seeks to be pastoral, 
responsive, inclusive and merciful. 
And let me emphasise, here that means 
walking alone-side our leaders, not 
undermining their capacity to make 
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changes by so marginalising them that the 
‘us and them’ divide becomes unbridgeable.

In a recent speech Chicago’s Cardinal 
Cupich, reflecting on the Pope’s exhortation 
on the family, said…that there must be an 
interplay between the Church’s teaching 
and the reality of the family: 
a balance between teaching and 
listening…. a reciprocity.

That’s why families are not problems that 
we have to bring solutions to, but rather 
opportunities for us to see what God is 
doing.

Cupich went to say that…the new 
model of ministry to families is one of 
accompaniment and is marked by a deep 
respect for the conscience of the faithful.

Now of course you can replace the attention 
on families with the pastoral response to 
women, or to same sex attracted people, or 
to millennials or to divorced Catholics.

This calls all of us to jointly discern what is 
good and true. It means recognising that 
as adults we have an autonomy, based 
on a fully formed conscience and a right 
to exercise it in all forms be they civil, 
or Church. And as a Church we need to 
rediscover and resource adult education and 
formation, so that we may truly be a mature 
church, articulate, authentic and actualised.
It asks us to be attentive to the new ways 
the Spirit is moving.

It requires of us a governance and teaching 
capacity that reflects the interests and 
needs of those it serves.

It challenges us to move from our 
conservatism. Fortunately, the scriptures 
give us the insight. The parable of the 
talents has something important to tell us.

We know the story well enough. Three 
slaves are given money by their master 
according to their abilities. One receives five 
talents, another two talents and the last, 
one talent.

The first two slaves invest and grow their 
money. The third slave hides his talent 
out of fear. As you know it is not a happy 
ending for the third slave. He is criticised 
and banished. Why? Scripture scholar Jose 
Pagola, who I like reading, says that…the 
greatest mistake of the third slave is not 
that he buried his talent without making it 
produce anything, but that he thought he 
was responding faithfully to God by keeping 
it safe from risks.

Pagola goes on to say…we are not being 
faithful to God by leaving everything 
unchanged.  

That kind of faithfulness masks things like 
rigidity, cowardice, paralysis, comfort and 
a lack of faith in the creativity of the Spirit. 
But true faithfulness is not lived in passivity 
and inertia, but in the vitality and courage of 
those who try to hear God’s call in our own 
time.

The implications for us today as a faith 
community, as a group of seekers being 
Church, is not to keep the past safe.

There is no point being faithful to the past 
when the past has very little relationship to 
the questions and challenges of today.

It’s not the Church’s job 
merely to survive.
It does no good to restore the past if we are 
unable to pass on something meaningful to 
men and women, of all ages, today.

Pagola says, that for this reason…the virtues 
we need to develop in today’s Church are 
not ‘prudence’, ‘conformity’, ‘resignation’, 
‘faithfulness to the past’.

Rather, they are ‘courage’, ‘the ability to risk’, 
‘creative searching’, ‘listening to the Spirit’, 
who always makes things new.

So, in that spirit, what have we learnt and 
where do we go? This is a big question 
and the answer varies wildly depending 
on who you talk to, how closely they have 
been involved in the process and what their 
starting position was.

If you were to speak to someone who was 
abused by a priest or a religious you might 
hear that the Church has learnt nothing.
Just this week we received an email from 
an abuse survivor accusing the Church of 
disgracefully under paying him and point-
blank refusing to do what is right.

He accused us – the Church – of being ‘sick 
paedophile sympathisers’, that he is ‘sick to 
the bone’ and that we ‘should be ashamed’ 
of ourselves.

And, I for one, believe that he honestly and 
sincerely believes what he says and that 
his rage, for many different and unknown 
and perhaps unknowable reasons, is well 
justified.

We spent years trying to disprove the truth 
of abuse victims. And a couple of weeks 
ago I was in Melbourne at a Senate redress 
hearing. The animosity and hostility I felt 
from some of the people in the room was 
not much different to the reception we 
received the first time we appeared before 
the Royal Commission on 9 December 2013.

That was the day when a dozen survivors 
walked out in disgust at how we presented 
the Church’s position before the Royal 
Commission. It doesn’t really matter, 
regardless of what was said, whether they 
were going to walk out or not. What was 
clear was the level of disgust and mistrust 
they held for the Church. So, for many 
people – nothing has changed.

For many survivors the Church is still hard.

Many feel they still face lawyers rather than 
pastors. They face accountants rather than 
companions. They face bureaucrats rather 
than a loving and caring Church ready to do 
whatever is needed to right the wrongs and 
hack some sort of path out of darkness.

If you were to talk to people within the 
Church, particularly some leaders, they will 
say we have learnt much. They say there is 
now a much greater understanding of the 
true impact of child sexual abuse.

They say that while the Church has led 
the way in putting in place survivor focus 
support services, like Towards Healing and 
The Melbourne Response, more needs to be 
done. Many Church leaders now recognise 
that the culture of clericalism within the 
Church, on balance, is a bad thing rather 
than something to be supported.

Most leaders are now prepared to accept, 
as indicated by their support for a national 
redress scheme, the Church’s new standards 
setting and auditing body, and other 
reforms, that things had to change.

Importantly, they now accept that Church 
leaders in the past got it wrong. Most, if not 
all, are now prepared to call the abuse crisis 
for what it is.

They accept that crimes were committed, 
that reputation was put ahead of thousands 
of children who were in real and present 
danger, and that the Church used its might 
and power to silence and crush survivors.

It now seems unbelievable that some 
Church leaders have only come to these 
positions over the past five years, but the 
facts are that at the start of the Commission 
many could not accept this as the way it 
was.

For many leaders there has been an 
awakening. For the people in the pews, for 
people like you, it is relatively easy to see 
what has been learnt.

We all now have a much clearer 
understanding of the shocking and 
pervasive extent of the abuse crisis.

We have learnt, with disgust and disgrace, 



June 2018 13

the appalling way in which it was handled 
by past leaders.

We have learnt the true extent of the way 
in which the crisis has corroded the trust in 
our leaders and eaten away at our faith.

The people in the pews know that the worst 
is not over, that there is no climbing out of 
the very dark hole we find ourselves in any 
time soon. The answers to ‘what have we 
learnt?’ as I said, are complicated.

And I think we will only know some time in 
the next few years, when we see how the 
Church leadership responds to the Royal 
Commission’s recommendations….…when 
we see if there are any real and sustained 
changes, particularly within the Church’s 
culture…

…if the upper reaches of the Church 
become more accountable and 
transparent……if the leadership becomes 
more open, more accepting of alternative 
views – and preparedto listen, not just pay 
lip service.

And while I’m not yet prepared to call this, I 
think there is hope.

Commission Fatigue
I have often said the Royal Commission was 
20 years too late and two years too long. If 
it had been held in the 1990s or even 2000s 
then many of the Church leaders who were 
involved in the direct management of 
the abuse crisis would be alive to explain, 
as best they could, their decisions and 
behaviour.

And many more of the survivors would also 
be alive to tell their stories. But significantly 
the Commission, which was originally set 
down to run for three years was extended 
to five.

This might have given many more 
survivors the opportunity the meet with 
Commissioners in private sessions – which 
was a good thing – but it did little to 
advance the knowledge and understanding 
of the way in which institutions responded 
to child sexual abuse.

What we saw over the last two years, 
from around the start of 2016, was a slow 
fall away in the media interest in the 
Commission’s hearings and as a result, in 
community interest.

In late 2015 I wrote a blog in which I said 
that two weeks into the hearing into 
the Melbourne Archdiocese there was a 
strange sense that the constant stream of 
abuse stories and maladministration by 
Church officials was becoming “old news”! I 
wrote that even seasoned journalists were 
recognising the sense of public fatigue that 
was surrounding the hearings.

Some say that the community has ‘turned 
off’ its attention to the work of the Royal 
Commission.

As a result, the pressure on everyone 
involved – institutional leaders, 
governments, community and other groups 
– dialled down.

As we have seen over the past couple of 
years, governments around the country 
have sat on their hands as survivors and 
survivor groups have called out for the 
redress scheme recommended by the 
Commission.

I suspect that if the Commission had 
finished around this time the momentum 
for reform would have moved governments 
to getting a redress scheme up and running 
a lot faster than they have.

The loss of Outrage
Alongside this idea of Commission fatigue 
sits a broader concern we all face, the 
idea that we can no longer be outraged, 
particularly at a societal level.

While most of us may still have the capacity 
for empathy and to boil inside with rage, 
rarely does this coalesce into a movement 
or an uprising, at least an uprising most of 
us are prepared to join. 
And while I understand and appreciate 
you have come here this evening to 
show solidarity for abuse survivors and to 
demand more from our Church leaders, 

where do you go from here?

The reality is that for most of us, every day 
we click on a news story or switch on the TV 
to see extraordinary things.  
…the lifeless body of a small boy in a red 
tee shirt washed up on a beach near a 
Turkish resort,

…students massacred in their high schools,

…homes destroyed by floods and fires 
as the climate becomes ever more 
unpredictable.

We see events unfold almost in real time – 
terrorist attacks, devastating hunger and 
famine, unbridled greed and corruption 
– but what do we do? What do we feel we 
can do?

And while much of this leaves a shadow, 
a bad taste in our mouth, it seems 
catastrophe and crisis have become 
common place. As we flick from site to 
site, from station to station, the horror has 
almost become entertainment. We are 
interested but we do little – like going to 
the movies the only expectation on us is to 
be passive, to sit and watch.

It’s like we have reached outrage overload. 
And the outrage that many Catholics and 
the broader community displayed over 
the course of the Royal Commission was 
very real. The concern here tonight does 
have a life of its own. But it remains a fact 
that unless we all do more than attend a 
meeting or sign a petition not a lot will 
change.

Thank you.
Published with permission

Thank you to Sister Marian for bringing this 
article to our attention

source: http://tjhcouncil.org.au/media/145796/180322-
SPEECH-Concerned-Catholics-Public-ForumACCC-
Canberra-Francis Sullivan.pdf
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Eucharist – Sacrament of  Transformation 
Transformation of   
bread and wine
During the Eucharist the bread and wine 
are transformed into the body and blood of 
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.

It’s very comforting to receive the risen 
Christ into our spirits when we receive the 
bread and wine, and we can spend some 
time in heart to heart contact with the Lord.  

But we don’t go to Mass just to get nice, 
warm feelings. There’s no virtue in just 
feeling good.

If I walk out of the Church with the same 
arrogance or selfishness that I had when 
I entered, then my attendance has been 
nothing more than a comforting but useless 
act of piety.  

I must be Transformed
The transformation of the bread and wine 
must lead to a transformation in me.  

An important ingredient of our spirituality is 
the need to change and change frequently. 

Cardinal Newman once said: “To grow is to 
change and to have become perfect is to 
have changed often”.

Ask yourself: “What do I need to change in 
my life?” Selfishness, pride, overly concerned 
about material things… ? Are you going 
through a difficult emotional time with 
anger, jealousy, trying to break an addiction 
to alcohol or drugs?

Is there a physical ailment: a weak heart, 
diabetes, the frailty of old age?  

Whatever it is, there is a need for 

transformation and the Eucharist is a 
powerful instrument of transformation.  

How to be Transformed
A very practical way of achieving 
transformation through the Eucharist comes 
from Say But the Word: How the Lord’s 
Supper Can Transform Your Life, by Theodore 
Dobson.  (Paulist Press, 1984)

The key moment is the Preparation of Gifts 
which tends to be a neglected part of the 
ritual.  The bread and wine are brought 
to the altar and handed to the presider 
who then presents them to the Father by 
elevating them a little.

The way of transformation is to present 
ourselves along with the bread and wine to 
be changed.

If it is a physical thing such as a bodily 
ailment, then it is appropriate to present this 
with the bread.  

In your imagination you knead (k-n-e-a-d) 
into the bread your high blood pressure, 
diabetes … whatever, and ask the Father for 
the change you need.

Also offer to the Lord in thanksgiving those 
parts of your body that are in good health.

It is appropriate to present your emotional 
and spiritual needs with the wine.  

It’s interesting that alcohol, especially the 
stronger type, is called ‘spirits’.  

So, the matters connected with our spirits 
and our feelings have an affinity with the 
wine.  

In your imagination you pour your spiritual 

failings and emotional concerns into the 
chalice and present these to the Father to be 
transformed during the Eucharist.  

We can easily miss this time. The moment 
can slip past unless we are alert because 
frequently the priest says the prayers quietly 
and often the singing continues through this 
part of the Mass.  

When I preside I always wait for the 
musicians to finish so that the people hear 
these important prayers.

Dobson’s Story
Dobson begins his book by telling a 
beautiful story of how he was healed. He 
recounts how he was living in a community 
with an elderly priest who had a heart 
condition. The two always had opposing 
sides on issues, and soon found it hard to 
talk to each other.

One day they had a particularly angry 
discussion and soon after, Dobson was 
sitting in a pew while the other man 
celebrated the Eucharist. Dobson felt the old 
feelings of animosity arising in him.

“Through prayer and intentionality I 
identified with the bread the angry words 
that had marked our relationship, and with 
the wine the feelings of hurt and anger 
in my heart, asking forgiveness for all… 
By communion I was begging God for a 
reconciliation and asking him what I could 
do to accomplish it.” (Dobson, pp. 3-4)

The next time Dobson saw this priest, he 
was having difficulty walking up the stairs. 
Dobson offered to help and the other man 
allowed him.  From that time they were able 

Around the Parish -  International!
 
Jacks First Communion in Huntsville Alabama – 
from Eleanore Kozma

I am in Huntsville for Jack’s 1st Communion which 
was yesterday 

6th May - exactly a year since Joey’s. A couple of 
photos for The Spirit

Eleanore with daughter Felicity and Jack
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to talk to each other again. Their relationship 
was healed.

Need to Recover 
Transformation
The failure to present ourselves for 
transformation has been a serious omission 
in our Eucharistic spirituality.

However, there must first of all be the desire 
to change.  

St Augustine used to pray for his own 
conversion: “Lord, make me holy … but not 
yet”.

The action of presenting ourselves for 
transformation must be done consciously 
and deliberately; inner transformation 
doesn’t happen automatically.

Transformed into What?
What are we to be transformed into?  St 
Augustine says we are to be transformed 
into that which we receive, namely, into the 
risen Christ.  

Paul says, “Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5)  

Can any of us dare to say we already have 
the mind of Christ. The best we can say is 
that we’re on the way. Transformation is a life 
time project.

The Eucharist recognizes this in the 
Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs and 
Occasions III: “By our partaking of this 
mystery, almighty Father, give us life through 
your spirit, grant that we may be conformed 
to the image of your Son”.

Let’s hear St Augustine again.  He imagined 
the Lord saying to him:

“I am the food of grown men; grow and you 
shall feed upon me; nor shall you change me, 
like the food of your flesh, into yourself, but you 
shall be changed into me”.  (VII, 10, 16: PL 32, 
742).

When we eat the Eucharistic bread, we are 
transformed into Christ.

The Rule of Life of the Congregation of the 
Blessed Sacrament alerts its members to the 
need for change.  

“The Spirit of the Risen Lord exerts an ever 
increasing influence over all who welcome 
him.  

By sowing in our mortal flesh the seeds of 
resurrection he transforms us day by day in 
love.  (Rule of Life, 26)

The ‘seeds of resurrection’ are sown at the 
Eucharist..  

The grains of bread act like a slow release 
fertilizer and the wine provides the moisture. 

Thus the seeds of resurrection that are sown 
in our hearts grow through the Eucharist.

Little by Little
Another practical point: we must be content 
to offer a small part of ourselves at a time for 
transformation.  

At each Mass, surrender to the Lord for 
transformation whatever is of prime concern 
at that time.

I used to do this with the speech 
impediment that I had.

I surrendered to the Lord those blockages 
that sometimes occurred in my speech and 
I believe this was an important factor in my 
healing.

Dobson sums up this method of 
transformation in this very powerful 
sentence:

“Therefore the heart of the mystery of the 
Eucharist is this: as the bread and wine are 
transformed and made sacred, so are we 
transformed and made sacred, if we unite 
ourselves consciously and prayerfully with 
these symbols of the sacrifice.”  (Dobson, 
p.31)

Thank you to Fr Frank O’Dea for another of his 
thoughtful articles.

open for Lunch & Dinner 7 Days a week 
151 Warrandyte Road North Ringwood   •   Phone  9870 6117   •   www.rosebanknorth.com.au
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EVERGREENS’ REPORT

EVERGREENS’ CALENDAR
Friday  May 25 Mass and meeting 9.15 am. 
 “Make It- Bake It- Grow It” 
Wednesday  June 6 Morning Melodies – Heath Harper 
Mitcham Hotel “Country Calling” 
 Cost:  Lunch and Show  $15 
Bookings  -   Trish   9879 0639 
 Gabrielle  9870 2571

Friday  June 29 Mass and meeting  9.15 am. 
 Guest Speaker  -  Brian O’Halloran  
 (Cherry Tree) 
Tuesday  July 10 Movie  “Calamity Jane” 
Karralyka Theatre Morning tea  9.45 am. 10.30 am  
 Cost:  $11 
Bookings  Carol  9876 5308

Please feel free to join us for any of these events. You are most 
welcome. For general enquiries  -  Ring Jean  9876 2204

The following was read at a recent funeral by the gentleman’s 
daughter.

Dementia is a strange thing.  For me, Dad’s dementia has been 
a journey of mixed emotions.  One of my daughters shared an 
analogy of dementia with me that gave me great comfort and put 
my relationship with Dad into perspective.  I would like to share this 
analogy with you.

Imagine that your brain is a bookcase.  Your earliest memories are at 
the bottom.  Your most recent memories are at the top and you are 
constantly adding new ones.  All the facts you have.  The skills you 
have acquired.  They are all individual books on the shelf.

Now imagine dementia is like a storm.  A force that comes along hits 
the shelf and rocks it back and forth.

When the bookshelf rocks, the top moves more than the bottom so 
the new memories fall off first, while the childhood memories on the 
bottom of the bookcase most often stay put.

When the storm ceases, the afflicted person can begin to try to put 
the books back on the shelf, but it isn’t as easy as it was to stock the 
shelves for the first time around.  The top shelves are particularly 
hard to reach and some of those memories may never be replaced.

Now imagine the bookcase is actually two bookcases   One is 
flimsy and holds all your factual memories.  This is where you store 
memories of what has happened and the facts that you know.  The 
other is sturdy and holds all your emotional memories.  This is where 
your feelings are stored.

Because the first bookcase is not very study the memories of things 
that have happened are rocked off the bookcase very readily.  
However, memories of the way these events made the person feel, 
your emotions, are not so easily moved.

The strong sturdy core of the second bookcase did not move for 
Dad.  While lots of books on Dad’s bookcase could no longer be 

reached, Dad’s kindness, gentleness and generosity were very 
secure.  Dad’s knowledge of who we were and what we meant for 
him occasionally wobbled on the shelf.

In the past few weeks we saw how strongly Dad fought to keep us 
on his shelf.  Four weeks ago my brother and I had a call to come and 
be with Dad as he was dying.  Dad, the very strong and determined 
“bugger”, defied all predictions and within days was up and back in 
his wheelchair.  He was comforted by having Mum, my brother and 
me there.  Indeed, he seemed to find more peace and comfort in 
his final years and weeks than was evident through much of his life.  
Dad found comfort in telling us that he loved us and still cracked 
jokes.  For Dad what was left on his strong sturdy bookcase was his 
gentleness, kindness and his love for us.

I’ll leave you with just one last reflection from Confucius that 
captures the power of that love ….

Your vital energy is returning to the source, 
Life the flowing streams returning to the ocean.

Heaven is our father, earth is our mother.

All people are our brothers and sisters 
And all things are our companions.

In this gentle, peaceful journey, you are forming one body with 
heaven and earth 
Entrust yourself in the transforming and nourishing care of the 
cosmos.

Listen to the voice of Love in silence 
You have heard the way; return Home in peace.

Congratulations Suzanne (and Michael) on your 50th 
Wedding Anniversary
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REPORT

Easter hats – Toni and Marg

Bingo –  
Our First game!

Farewll and thanks to Fr Joe from 
the Evergreens

Support Team retreat with Sister Marian
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Warrnambool Race Day 2018!  
A smaller pilgrimage this year saw approximately twenty-three of us 

hit the road at 6am on Thursday 3rd May - and left 
Southern Cross all aboard the train to the 
annual Warrnambool Cup Race Day.  

We had seven Priests from different 
parishes some retired, and some still 
actively involved in parishes. 

Thanks to the 
unfailing dedication 
of Greg Toomey, our 
bus driver, we all 
arrived safely and 
boarded the train 
for the three-hour 
journey. Morning 
tea, provided by the 
team, sustained us 
along the way and 
lunch with many 
delicious surprises, 
was enjoyed by all.  

A rainy and windy 
day greeted us this 
year, which was a 

bit of a turn off, but 
we made the 

best of it and sat 
in our traditional 

spot under the 
conifer trees just 

near the TAB.  Some 
of us had a win or two 

and some of us didn’t! 
But it’s always a fun day 

and many laughs were 
had.   

Tina with famous trainer Darren Weir, 
who looks after Now and Zen the horse 
we all went to support in the main race 
of the day. Unfortunately, the horse was 
pulled up - but the great news is that it’s 
now OK and lives to race another day!! 
It was most exciting for many of us to 
receive a pass into the mounting yards 
and mingle with the likes of Darren and 
Gai Waterhouse.  

Just before the 2nd last race we 
abandoned the wet & cold and moved 
on to the sanctuary of the Pub where 
Chris shouted everyone a drink (after 
he’d won the raffle on the forward 
journey) -

Then back to the Warrnambool station 
for our departure home.  The meal on 
way home, the friendships and laughter 
shared, cemented our resolve to ‘lock it 
in again’ for next year.  It must be almost 
30 years that we’ve been going along, 
all because of Fr Peter Robinson who 
introduced this to our parish family.  

God bless him - Tina Toomey

A thrill for us all. 
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Trevi Fountain  
“wishing coins” 
answer prayers  
of  the homeless
  J-P Mauro | Apr 05, 2018

Tourists who throw coins will become “protagonists for change” for 
the city’s poor.

There is a long-standing tradition that when visiting the Trevi 
Fountain in Rome, tourists will turn around and make a wish before 
tossing a coin over their shoulder into the water. Now, Rome’s city 
council has decided that these coins, $1.7 million worth in 2016, will 
be going toward food and shelter for the city’s poor.

Read more: Tourists toss more than $1.5 million into Rome’s Trevi 
Fountain

An agreement was reached between the city council and Caritas 
Rome, a Catholic relief organization that was previously the 
beneficiary of these coins. While Caritas Rome has been doing 
good work with this income for the last 20 years, the city’s recent 
economic difficulties have led the council to find funds where they 
can for public service projects.

The decision was delayed until the end of 2018, at which point the 
city will take control over the process of gathering coins from the 
fountain using high-powered vacuums.

The decision was welcomed by the director of Caritas Rome, Msgr. 
Enrico Feroci, who said it, “concretely expresses the solidarity of the 
whole city of Rome toward those who suffer and are disadvantaged.”

The Boston Pilot reports:

By trusting Caritas Rome with the money collected from the Trevi 
Fountain, he added, the Rome city council has recognized that 
the Catholic charity has a special and unique history in the city in 
“reaching out and encountering the most diverse forms of poverty,” 
particularly in serving the homeless, the elderly, migrants and 

struggling families.

“Responsibility, transparency, a spirit of service and witness: These 
are the attitudes that have guided us in these years in which the city 
of Rome has entrusted the proceeds of the Trevi Fountain coins to 
Caritas,” Msgr. Feroci said.

While many tourists make a wish to return to the Eternal City one 
day, Msgr. Feroci said the funds they unknowingly contribute allow 
them to join the Catholic charity in becoming “protagonists of 
change” for the city’s poor.

We gratefully acknowledge Aleteia and J P Mauro for their 
permission to reprint this article.

Please visit Aletiea at https://aleteia.org

Our condolences to the Hayes family on the loss of their 
beloved “Reats”
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Yasu and Hiroku share our heartfelt wishes 
in a beautiful rendition of Shalom! 

 

SHALOM. In moments of sadness 

SHALOM. In moments of suffering 

God is with you always. 

So peace be with you. 

Heart restful and peaceful. 

Waiting for sadness to fade. 

Waiting for suffering to pass. 

SHALOM. God is with you always. 

So peace be with you. 

SHALOM. Today’s goodbye. 

SHALOM. Tomorrow’s meeting 

All in the hand of God’s grace. 

So peace be with you. 

Life will grow. 

Spirit will overflow. 

Keep walking to the road to 
tomorrow. 

Longing for the kingdom of God. 

SHALOM. God is with you always. 

So God’s peace be with you. 

SHALOM. The time has come for 
departing. 

I give you one word for farewell in 
deep prayer. 

SHALOM. God’s peace be with you. 

The road you go and walk. 

You can overcome hard ships and 
sufferings. 

And continue to walk in God’s 
grace. 

SHALOM. God be with you always. 

So peace be with you. 

SHALOM 

Father is presented our gift from 
the community. 

Group from Children’s liturgy made Father a card to remember. 

The gentle guiding hand will be 
missed. 

A final blessing touches the very core 
of our children. 

                                                                                                                                                                

               

                                   

                              

Farewell Father Joe 
Our father for all ages!      

The day had come to say goodbye and the lines were long!  For so many, across the ages, it was hard to 
say goodbye. There was laughter. There were tears. There was cake and, there was so much LOVE! 
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Journeys
I was fortunate in being able to travel on 
The Ghan Railway from Adelaide to Darwin 
in April and, as always when travelling, 
received many gifts and reminders of life’s 
lessons.

I travelled with 
a friend who 
was facing a 
renewed battle 
with cancer, 
and without 
my sister who 
booked the tour 
and did all the 
hard work for 
us, only to be 
diagnosed with 
cancer herself 
and having 
to cancel the 
tour for her 
treatment to begin. 

There’s the lesson – Never 
put it off until next 
month, next year etc – My 
personal motto is; Do 
what you can, when you 
can, with what you’ve 
got – 

We arrived in Darwin on the Tuesday night 
prior to ANZAC Day and were able to attend 
the dawn service, which was very moving, 
and watch the parade that followed shortly 
after.  Was lovely to chat with several groups 
of Defence Force personnel as we watched.  
One young woman, obviously Defence 
Force herself, was explaining aspects of the 
parade to her son as they waited for his Dad 
to come through.  I learnt after all these 
years, and having marched at school etc 
that you always match your left foot to the 
drumbeat!

I may well be the only person who did 
not know that but, also leant that the Air 
Force has the smallest representation of 
the Defence Forces in Darwin – That’s why 
husband and Father was at the back of the 
parade apparently?

Watching and filming the parade on the 
opposite side of the street was none 
other than Michael Portillo of Great British 
Railways fame, who travels referring to 
an 1840’s copy of Bradshaw’s Guide.   We 
were reliably informed that he has been in 
Australia since February of this year filming 
our railway journeys – I’m not sure his 

Bradshaw’s Guide would have been of any 
use for this trip.

Tiwi Islands according to Wikipedia are part 
of the Northern Territory, located 80 km to 

the north of Darwin where 

the Arafura Sea joins the Timor Sea.  They 
comprise Melville and Bathurst Islands with 
a further nine smaller islands. Inhabited 
before European settlement by the Tiwi 
people.

We took the ferry journey from Darwin 
harbor to Wurrumiyanga on Bathurst Island, 
which was known as Mission Island during 
the years of removing children from their 
parents – Children from all over the Territory 
were sent to this island.

From  ABC1 – Compass  - 6 April 2014

The extraordinary 100 year old story of the 
relationship between the Catholic Church and 
Tiwi Islanders ...

For thousands of years the Tiwi believed 
they were the only people on Earth until the 
arrival of white settlers. Then, in 1911 a lone 
priest came ashore to establish a mission on 
Bathurst Island, 80 km north of Darwin. Father 
Francis Xavier Gsell evangelised by example, 
helping build a school and church. A turbulent 
century of change followed but despite many 
challenges the relationship between the 
church and the Tiwi has survived. 

Should you ever have the opportunity 
to visit, I recommend it as a truism of  
ecumenical faith and forgiveness.  This is an 
extraordinary community where acceptance 

of difference is a ‘given”.  The talent 
of the Artists within the community 
is breath taking and the artists 
themselves, who have exhibited 
their work throughout the world, so 
approachable and welcoming.

The small Patakijiyali Museum has a 
large collection of photos and history 
of the Catholic Mission.   The small 

radio shed 
where 
the local 
priest first 
reported 
the 
incoming 
Japanese 
in the 
bombing 
of Darwin 
WW11, still 
stands as 
does this 

extraordinary old Catholic Church built in 
the early 1900’s – We did not have time to 
visit the NEW church – but as you can see 
from the photo’s of the altar, this exquisite 
blend of both culture’s.   We could learn so 
very much, if only we listened to the people.

We ended our day there with, a rather 
unsuccessful attempt on my part to make 
a small piece of screen-printed art.  Despite 
following Vivian’s instructions, using Red, 
Yellow and Orange paint with a tiny dot of 
black – I finished up with a black and white 
print with hints of purple! I guess natural 
talent just shines -  

But, the shirt I was wearing was another 
work of art entirely; I had red, yellow, black 
and orange paint from one end of me to the 
other – 

The return ferry journey was much 
enlivened by a large groups of Tiwi students 
who were heading to Darwin for the biggest 
weekend – The Football trials – AFL Rules 
the Tiwis, as any true fan will be aware.

But I returned to Darwin much richer for my 
visit with this extraordinary community. 

A Day Trip to the Tiwi Islands, which became so much more -     
Do what you can, when you can, with what you’ve got - whatever the circumstances
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Trinity Sunday 2018
Matthew 28. 16-20

 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to 
the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. When they saw him, they worshipped 
him; but some doubted. And Jesus came 
and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.’ 

Reflection

It’s Trinity Sunday a day to celebrate God 
just for God’s sake. Karl Rahner once 
said that the majority of Catholics were 
essentially monotheists. He meant I think 
that generally most can say Trinity but 
don’t see the point of the Trinity. It’s all God 
after all! We all know that God is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, but what difference 
does it make? There have been many 
analogies presented by theologians and 
preachers over the years. One of them is 
illuminating. Elizabeth Johnson offers an 
ancient metaphor: “If God the Father can 
be likened to the sun, sources of heat and 
a light, then Christ is the ray of sunlight 
streaming to the earth (Christ the sunbeam, 
of the same nature as the sun), and the 
Spirit is the suntan or sunburn, the spot of 
warmth where the sun actually arrives and 

has an effect.”  I’m not sure it’s fully effective. 
It doesn’t fully satisfy for me the idea of the 
three Persons of God, their separate identity 
but absolute commonality. Let me try one 
of my own.

Let’s say someone says: “I barrack for 
Richmond Tigers.” What does that mean? 
What is, who are the Tigers? Let me present 
RFC in three ways; the Club, the Team and 
the Supporters. The Club might be thought 
of as the Source. It is an institution. It has 
its own beingness. The Team is definitely 
a separate living unit, made up of coach, 
players and support staff, it operates 
independently but in association with the 
Club. Think of the presentation of the Tiger 
jumper and number to new players at the 
commencement of the season. Each new 
player is a Tiger son and inherits the legacy 
of Jack Dyer, Kevin Bartlett, Michael Green 
and Dale Weightman. This is a conferral 
of the Tiger Spirit on the initiate. Now the 
Supporters, the Tiger Army. These people, 
both in the grandstand and in front of 
the TV and listening on the radio, are a 
third force and a Force to be reckoned 
with. During a game it is certain that their 
cheering and chanting is inspirational. So, 
could we think of the Club as the Father, 
the Team as the Incarnate Son and the Tiger 
Army as the living Spirit animating the 
Team and the Club. Each is different, each 
is essential, each has its own separate life 
and purpose, but all are combined into one 

whole living organism. Each depends upon 
the other and none could survive without 
the other two. You might say it’s a Love 
Triangle! 

Knowing that the Richmond Football Club 
is a living, loving Trinity is made up of three 
separate independent units but is ultimately 
one Body does make a difference – at least 
for someone who goes for the “Tigers”. 
You might identify with the Board and the 
institution, even offer your services as a 
board member. You might aspire to be a 
player, coach or trainer. You might scream 
your lungs out on a Saturday afternoon at 
The G. All are One! Now that’s something to 
celebrate. 

OK non-believers, you might even be able 
to make this analogy work for the Magpies 
over the other side of Victoria Parade! 

Ultimately, from this metaphor we might 
see the Divine Trinity comprising the Father 
as the unoriginate Source; Jesus the Son, 
the Word, the Christ, the living, touchable, 
inspirational, compassionate, healing image 
of the Father; and the Spirit, the driving 
force, the energy, the resilience and the 
power of God’s Love holding it all together 
and energising the world. That’s a pretty 
good trifecta.

Acknowledgement – Mike Bowden

What Image staff  are reading
Since the Donbass War began in 2014, over a million people have 
been displaced and 10,000 have been killed. The conflict—which 
involves Ukrainian government forces, Russian government forces, 
and separatists backed by the Russian Federation—continues to 
simmer in eastern Ukraine. But the poets featured in the recently 
released anthology, Words for War: New Poems from Ukraine 
(edited by Oksana Maksymchuk and Max Rosochinsky), seem less 
interested in picking sides and more interested in how one survives. 
As Anastasia Afanasieva writes, “when a four-wheeler with a mortar / 
passed down the street / we didn’t ask who are you / whose side are 
you on / we fell down to the floor and lay there.” These contemporary 
Ukrainian poets—one of whom is a soldier, some of whom are 
refugees themselves—have had their everyday realities altered by 
the war, and their poems are fine-tuned to both major and minor 
changes. “I’m forgetting everything,” Kateryna Kalytko writes, “as if 
memories were leaking out of me. / . . . Mother, does that girl Hafiya 
still sing in the church choir?” If you’re interested in the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, or in 21st-century poetry of witness, then 
this deftly translated collection is essential.

—Sonya Bilocerkowycz, Milton Fellow

I read The Puppet Masters in a collection of Robert Heinlein 
novellas I’d picked up out of curiosity – my last experience with his 
work was Starship Troopers when I was twelve, so I wanted to return 
to his corner of mid-twentieth century sci-fi to see what I’d recognize. 
I’m happy to say that The Puppet Masters has the same level of social 
commentary of current popular science fiction (Black Mirror), but is 
far more goofy, strange, and unexpected. On its surface, the story 
chronicles a tale as old as time: humanity’s battle against mind-
controlling space slugs. However, beyond that, Heinlein warns of our 
tendency to be controlled by what we don’t understand. Of course, 
people fall under the control of mind-control slugs (my main reason 
for reading); but throughout the story, characters also become slaves 
to fear, denial, hopelessness, and isolation. The Puppet Masters 
comes from an era where sci-fi could challenge our thinking without 
being overbearing and could maintain a seemingly impossible 
balance between fun and solemnity.

—Luke Farquhar, Marketing Intern

Image journal update , and Sonya Bilocerkowycz and Luke Farquhar, for 
allowing us to reprint.

A Day Trip to the Tiwi Islands, which became so much more -     
Do what you can, when you can, with what you’ve got - whatever the circumstances
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Celebrating Pentecost – Celebrating our parish 

And, as always – THERE WAS CAKE!

Fr wore red

  As did Shirley Graham , and mother and daughter 
duo Jenny Philp and  Wilma in keeping with the 
day.

Tina pontificated – whilst Shelah and Bill share a 
laugh and a cup of tea  

And the choir members and mass Captain hoped 
there was some left for them!
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Anzac Day – We will remember them. 
Our Holy Spirit Lone Pine Thrives

A snapshot!         
Name: Fr. Jose Joseph

Role in the Parish/School: Administrator

My earliest memory…. Fishing in the Lake

At school I always……Enjoyed the company of my 
Friends

My first relationship was …..Good

My drink of choice….. White Wine

 My father always told me…...To set a Goal

I wish I had….An I Pad

I wish I hadn’t…..Misunderstood

My most humiliating moment…..When I was teased

My happiest moment…..Passing IELTS

At home I cook …...Tapioca

My favourite gadget is…..IPhone

The book that changed my life …..A P J Abdul Kalam 
Wings of Fire

I’m loving …..Listening to Music

Friends say I am…….Friendly

If only I could…...Sing

The last big belly laugh I had…..Was listening to a 
Joke

What I don’t find amusing is…...Poverty

 I’m always being asked…. To write

My favourite game is….. Basketball

At the moment I’m reading….The God of Small Things 
by Arundhati Roy

If I were a car I’d be…..travelling

I often wonder about …………Universe

The dawn service in Darwin 
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL AGM REPORTS

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
We start the 2018 report by acknowledging the great efforts of 
the previous PPC. Particularly, we thank Stan Fisher who was Chair 
of that PPC from April 2013 to August 2017. We also thank Laurel 
Wheatley, Jean and Ron Smith, Sr Marian and Kylie Papadopoulos for 
generously responding to the call for new PPC members at the end 
of 2015. They were all leaders of their respective groups or ministries, 
and joining the PPC became yet one more demand on their time.

Also, we acknowledge the many wonderful people in our parish 
community – as evidenced in this annual report – who are involved, 
and do tremendous work, in the ongoing life and development 
of our community. Thank you very much for all your hard work, 
enthusiasm and generosity. 

In 2017, the PPC was invited to explore the ideas put forward by Fr 
James Mallon in his book ‘Divine Renovation –from Maintenance to a 
Missional Parish’. On 4th June 2017, a parish forum attended by over 
80 parishioners unanimously agreed for Holy Spirit parish to embark 
on the journey of Divine Renovation.

To take us on the journey, we have a new ministry called the Divine 
Renovation Action Team whose role is to lead Divine Renovation at 
Holy Spirit Parish. Secondly, we have expanded membership of the 
PPC to include the leaders of as many ministries as possible. Thirdly, 
the PPC now focuses solely on the long term direction of the parish. 
The aim of those initiatives is to develop a common vision, direction 
and purpose for the parish.

A Parish Executive Team comprising the Parish Priest, Chair of 
Finance, Chair of Divine Renovation, Pastoral Associate, and Chair 
of the PPC has also recently been formed.  Its role is to address the 
higher level day to day operational issues facing the parish. 

We are making good progress towards setting our long term 
direction. We have just recently created a Vision Statement for the 
parish which we will communicate soon. 

We can now start on our five year plan. Our first job will be to assess 
our parish against the ten values that make a missional parish. 
Following that, we will evaluate the parish against the five systems 
of church life - Worship, Evangelisation, Discipleship, Community 
and Ministry. We aim to complete them in mid-2019.

In closing, we say farewell Fr Joe and thank him for his leadership 
over the past seven years at Holy Spirit Parish. We also extend a 
warm welcome to our new parish priest, Fr Jose Joseph. We look 
forward to lots of fruitful years under your guidance.

Finance Report 2018
This report relates to the full year result for calendar year 2017.

Income.

The major part of income is the Stewardship donations and this was 
steady over the 2016 result at $177,500.  Many thanks to our loyal 
and generous parishioners for their continuing support.

Fete income is the next greatest contributor.  The record profit of 
$80k is shared 50/50 with the school however this year provision 
of $30k has been made for building a new storage facility and 
eliminating 6 containers that litter the property.  This building, to be 
located at the edge of the lower car park, will allow for much simpler 

access and facility. The building is expected to be erected by August 
2018.  With other adjustments the share of fete money coming to 
the parish was $30k.

Activities such as the Rock and Roll night and other social events 
boosted the Other Income by about $3k.

Overall the income for 2017 was down $4.3k on 2016.

Expenses.

There were a number of changes implemented that lead to a 
reduction in costs of $23.7k for 2017 versus 2016.   These included 
a change in salary arrangements for delivering the High Spirits 
program, change to the photocopier lease agreement leading to 
reduced lease and operating costs and a change of print contractor 
for The Spirit magazine providing a lower charge for printing.    At 
the same time staff salaries and superannuation were increased to 
current recommended levels.  Other expenses remained much the 
same.  A change in billing procedure by Yarra Water saw the parish 
inadvertently paying the school water bill for a time but this was 
found, corrected and the school recompensed the parish for the 
amount.

The parish posted a surplus in 2017 of $23.1k.

Looking towards 2018, we have installed sorely needed new air 
conditioning in the parish house and chapel.  The old systems were 
either not working or loud and inefficient.  That cost $14.1k.  The 
system can both heat and cool so will add more comfort all year 
round for Father, the staff and anyone partaking of the hospitality of 
the open house.

In the Community Centre/Church, we have made changes to the 
toilet doors to add light into the foyers and to allow visibility of 
traffic movement.   We are installing a new cabinet for name tags in 
the entry foyer which will be a stylish feature as well as a functional 
addition.  We are also installing hand rails leading up to the altar to 
assist us all in safely navigating the steps.

Looking at our financial expectations in 2018, we expect a reduction 
in income due to the OSHC organisation moving out of the 
Community Centre into their own buildings (ex Community House).  
This was largely a reimbursement of utility and insurance costs so 
we should see a commensurate reduction in costs however the nett 
effect will still leave us worst off income wise.  The costs of running 
the Community Centre are now shared 50/50 with the school but we 
are expecting a slight increase in costs to us overall.

It is also of concern that in 2018 year to March, the Stewardship 
income has dropped by 7.5%.   This needs to be addressed with a 
mid-term stewardship refresher.  

Divine Renovation Report to PPC 
4th June 2017 Pentecost Decision – Parish Forum “Big Book 
Discussion Group” mass / lunch.  Attended by over 70 parishioners.  
Decision taken to move from a Maintenance to a Missional Parish 
following the Divine Renovation model. 

10th June 2017 Name Tags introduced to weekend Masses, 
Welcoming subcommittee formed 

 July 2017 Vision Statement submissions commenced
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 Sept 2017 Divine Renovation Action Team (DRAT):  
  Leadership established 
  Establishment of and first meetings  
  of DR Action Teams: 
  •Hospitality & Welcome 
  •Liturgy & Celebration 
28th Sept 2017 New PPC established with a more strategic focus  
  in support of Divine Renovation.  First meeting 
Dec 2017 Christmas Masses (DRAT: Liturgy & Celebration, 
  Hospitality & Welcome involvement) 
24th Feb 2018 Eight ppl from the DRAT leadership team 
   attended an Alpha Training Day  
Feb 2018  New ‘Welcome Ministry’ Roster started 
April 2018 New parish Vision Statement achieved 
April/May 2018 Alpha ‘Pilot’ program run 
May 20th 2018 Pentecost: Welcome to new PP Fr Jose and  
  the Parish ‘Alpha’ Launch 
July & August  
2018  Parish ‘Alpha’ experience 30/5, 6/6,  
  13/6, 20/6, 27/6  
School holiday break:  
18/7, 27/7 & 28/7 (Fri night/Sat), 1/8, 8/8, 15/8, 22/8 
Sept 2018 Connect groups established

The two key structural changes have taken place in the Parish in the 
last twelve months involving:

1. Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)

2. Divine Renovation Action Team (DRAT)

  

1. Revamp of the Parish Pastoral Council

Moved to a more strategically focused group responsible for:

1 developing the parish vision and purpose statements, 
•aligning and evaluating ministries against the vision statement, and 
• working out the broad strategy for a five-year plan.

2.The change-over of the original founding DR team (core group) 
to the current Divine Renovation Action Team: Leadership, which 
continues to be chaired by Mary Ryan. 

•We have an established a database of DR contacts (82), parishioners 
and friends interested in participating in and being informed of 
developments regarding Divine Renovation.  (To date this resource 
has been under-utilised)

3. Initial focus in the following two areas, each of which is served by 
a DRAT: 
•Hospitality and Welcome: 
We worked to reawaken and strengthen the welcoming culture, 
which calls all parishioners and friends old and new, to be part of the 
regeneration to participate strongly as welcoming people to each 
other and to newcomers. This is probably the most visible sign of 
the Divine Renovation work to date.  It’s already making a notable 
difference as to how we see ourselves and others see us.

•Name tags – We now have two boards holding approx. 340 names.  
Having established a process of welcoming that has been embraced 
by the Parish, we are now almost ready to reveal a custom made 
cabinet to house them. Thanks to Kerry O’Leary, Don Schroder, Silvio 
Volombello and Ian Hamshaw for their work on this project. This will 

be located on the r/hand side in the entrance of the Church. 
•Reviewing post mass tea and coffee so that parishioners feel 
welcome to relax and chat has been another fruit of DR.   
•A new DR Welcome Roster began in February with about 25 ppl 
rotating on a fortnightly basis. This will be reviewed before the next 
roster. The idea is to have a number of ppl on duty before and after 
mass not only handing out the Word but outside, inside around the 
congregation, at the names tags and after mass cuppa extending 
warmth and conversation.

Liturgy & Celebration: 

•Christmas Masses were a focus last year.  The special introduction 
to bring everyone together at the start of mass and the communal 
holding of hands at the end were inspiring and moving. 
•Father Joe now sometimes comes down from the sanctuary to 
deliver the homily  with the congregation for a more immediate 
personal experience. 
•Masses now always include a hymn of praise. 
•The trial of a new Mass Captain welcome script during Lent received 
very mixed reviews. The new script included a lengthier welcome, an 
invitation to enter into silence, the use of a gong and an invitation to 
hold hands for a short time. Further consultation will be made.   
•Hand rails will be installed on both or one side of the sanctuary in 
order to assist those in need to safely ascend and descend the steps.

Alpha: A key element of DR is the Alpha Program. Four parishioners 
have participated in such a program in the last six months and many 
prior to this time when they were run at St Anne’s.    
•On February 24th 2018 eight ppl from the DRAT leadership team 
attended an Alpha Training Day at St Benedict’s in Burwood which 
they found really helpful and were provided with some excellent 
resources to use for Holy Spirit. 
•DRAT: Leadership then went ahead with an Alpha ‘Pilot’ Program as 
a taster and training opportunity of the upcoming Parish Alpha. 20 
ppl met weekly over April/May. The whole parish community was 
asked for prayer support during this time – thank you! It has been a 
remarkable experience and we hope that it will lay the foundations 
for Alpha as a core offering and evangelisation resource for any and 
all who visit or belong to our parish in the future.  
•Ron Huntley – DR expert from Canada, will be visiting Melbourne in 
July and Fr Joe previously indicated support for a Parish consultation 
opportunity. There will also be an offering at the Diocesan level. 
Dates to be advised. 
•The DR focus on the time ahead is launching and running the first 
‘Alpha’ experience for mass goers and then beyond. 
•Connect Groups: To be established as a follow -up, this is an 
essential flow on system where people can continue to gather and to 
give and receive mutual support in their Christian journey.

In summary, there has been a massive amount achieved over the 
past twelve months, through the passionate involvement and 
support of so many committed parishioners. Not only those 70+ who 
stood shoulder to shoulder to endorse Divine Renovation last June, 
but all who continue to willingly participate and wholeheartedly 
support all initiatives and efforts being made to bring our parish 
from maintenance to mission. 

Thank you one and all for your contributions. We are still relatively at 
the beginning of our Divine Renovation journey, but at least we have 
well and truly ‘set sail’. May our parish patron the Holy Spirit continue 
to guide and direct us as we travel.

Mary Ryan Chairperson, Divine Renovation Action Team: Leadership

PPC 
Parish House 
Finance Committee

Divine Renovation 
Leadership Team

Parish Groups
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Pastoral Care Report – Tina Toomey, Pastoral 
Worker Holy Spirit Parish, North Ringwood.
I have enjoyed another year with the honour of being able to 
represent the people of Holy Spirit in my work with those in the 
community who face joys, difficulties, illness and death in their lives.
Along with Fr. Joe we work in unity with each other to try to fulfil the 
pastoral needs of our people.

I work two days per week and my weekly and monthly roles involve:

• visiting people in our parish who are sick, elderly or alone, taking 
home communion to those who find it difficult getting to church 
and visiting people in hospitals.

• Assisting Fr. Joe at Retirement Village, Cherry Tree in Croydon for 
monthly Mass.

• Organising food relief and home visits for those who may be in 
crisis.

• Updates of Recent Deceased Register and home visits to recently 
bereaved.

• Assisting families with preparation of funerals and preparation of 
Mass Service.

•  Working at the funeral service alongside funeral directors to ensue 
smooth flow of funeral.

 I must give thanks to Ada Volombello, Kerry O’Leary and Helen 
Scorgie who also share the load of making visits to Nursing Homes 
and private homes of many of our ill people.

 Sometimes there is other daily requirements which may pop up in 
the lives of many in our community, and we do our best to lend a 
helping hand or listening ear when and wherever we can. 

I thank the Holy Spirit Parish Community for entrusting me with this 
role.

 Tina Toomey

RCIA -2017/18
 The team of; Gloria Thomas, Lawry Cecconello and myself have 
worked diligently to provide a welcoming and open forum as we 
welcomed two new people into our Community at the Easter Vigil 
this year.

 Two young females began the RCIA journey with us in October 2017 
and we have just completed the program on Tuesday 1st May.

As you can tell it is a long program – meeting once a week.  We meet 
in the parish house and learn all about the Catholic faith, the Church 
and its Traditions.

The Candidates experience some opportunities to meet community 
with Rite of Acceptance, Rite of Election (St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
East Melbourne), The Ceremony of the Scrutinies and the pinnacle 
– Reception into the Catholic Church – Baptism, Confirmation and 
Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.

We welcome new ideas or ways to bring our new people into ways 
of getting involved in the parish.

The journey continues for the RCIA recipients along with each one 
of us as we walk the path to- and with Christ..  Peace and Blessings,  
Tina Toomey.

Holy Spirit Community School (2017)
One of the events of 2017 was the start of my tenure as principal. I 
was fortunate enough to take over a school that had been well run 
by Peter over many years. Having such a solid foundation ensured 
that we have some great opportunities available to us.

The first opportunity presented itself around the whole school 
review. This review process is a compulsory event that takes place 
every four years. It involved the school compiling a self-reflection 
report which was then ratified by an independent reviewer and the 
Catholic Education Office. This self-reflection highlighted the things 
we are doing well and also looked at what we could improve upon. 
A particular focus was on ensuring that parents had a chance to 
respond. Several ‘community conversations’ were held which added 
to the overall report being truly reflective of our community. At the 
end of this process a school improvement plan (SIP) was derived 
which in turn help set an annual action plan (AAP) for the year 
ahead. Amanda Smith (CEM) was very helpful in this process.

The school leadership team (SLT) also undertook training with an 
internationally accredited coach, Mary Amohanga. Mary worked 
with individuals on the team as well as the collective to assist with 
building leadership capacity. In turn this opened up opportunities 
to have SLT members work more independently with staff members. 
One of the outcomes of this was that Student Services leader 
Melinda Buscema worked very closely with teacher aides. She 
developed role descriptions with them as well as building teaching 
and learning skills. This work benefited not only the individuals but 
students as well. As a part of her role Melinda also undertook further 
training in a model that will assist in teaching behaviour skills to our 
students. (Berry Street model).

Staff capacity was also a them with targeted PD provided by Ron 
Ritchhart. His ‘growth mindset’ focus has been an ongoing target 
for teaching staff. The aim being that all teachers will eventually 
complete the course.

Our P&F continued to provide community building opportunities 
as well as providing fund raising for school facilities. This work 
under Belinda Semos’ guidance was greatly appreciated. Amongst 
other things they provided much needed assistance in running 
the bi-annual Art Show. Kylie Pappadopolous continued as school 
board chair and led this group magnificently. Their focus was on 
understanding the part the board play in school life (assisting with 
direction setting) and how best this can be provided (via the SIP and 
AAP).

A major change to our school was the decision to outsource 
two items. The first was out of school hours care (to Extend). This 
valuable service had been a parish and school concern for a number 
of years. I for one would like to voice my appreciation of all who 
assisted this throughout the years. It was a huge commitment that 
many families reaped the benefit of. 

The second decision involved the outsourcing of working bees 
to a maintenance person. Again, my thanks to Theresa Lanza and 
Kerry Childs who were the last organisers of the maintenance 
subcommittee. They were mightily relieved when Silvio Volumbello 
took over.

Duncan Arendse - Principal

Liturgy Team
The Holy Spirit Liturgy Team is a small and dedicated group. Several 
members are also choir members. Whilst these roles go hand 
in hand, it does also create some “conflicts of interest” for major 



June 2018 29

occasions, as those members are not available to assist during the 
Masses. However, we do manage to recruit helpers, often with a tap 
on the shoulder before Mass begins, to get us through the liturgy.

As a team, we meet to discuss, prepare and co-ordinate special 
Masses, (including introductions, Prayers of the Faithful, reflections, 
etc), Forgiveness Rites, gifts for Mothers’ & Fathers’ Day Masses. We 
prepare the church for various occasions - changing the altar linen 
for the appropriate liturgical season, putting up relevant banners, 
decorating the church and preparing the foyer with artwork, 
messages etc. Many Saturday mornings there will be a bevy of 
activity going on, attending to the small details which can make a 
liturgical celebration so much more meaningful, 

i.e. altar cloths & banners being ironed, or creating a ‘focus’ near the 
sanctuary which reinforces the theme of the Mass. 

The Christmas Masses were again very well organised and attended. 
Particular thanks must go to Yvette Collins, who volunteered to 
coordinate the 5pm Mass, bringing several young parishioners 
together to provide the music & singing, readings & prayers for the 
Mass, as well as some new ideas for the presentation of the gospel.

Yvette is currently working with these young parishioners in 
preparation for the Saturday evening Pentecost Mass. We pray that 
this will become a regular feature of our parish celebrations.

The response to our Holy Week/ Easter ceremonies has been 
overwhelmingly positive, with many messages and letters of thanks 
for the effort put into preparing these liturgies. This is a huge effort 
from the team and the many parishioners we “recruit” to assist, and 
to those people we say “Thank you, we couldn’t manage it with out 
you”. Special thanks need to go to Marita North-Coombes, MaryAnne 
Brown, Kerry Haddow, Lawry Cecconello, Fiona Massarotti, Marian 
McClelleand and Shirley Graham, who, along with the other Liturgy 
team members, co-ordinated the various Easter celebrations. Also 
a huge thanks to the choir – many hours of rehearsal go into the 
Easter Triduum and it just wouldn’t be the same without their 
contribution.

We are always looking for new ideas and several members of the 
team have attended workshops run be the Archdiocese specifically 
to glean new ideas and resources which we can use in our Parish 
celebrations. The opportunity to talk to other liturgists and share 
ideas is enormously beneficial. Fortunately, we have many creative 
and resourceful members in the team, and any new ideas presented 
are always greeted with enthusiasm.

As always, we are constantly looking for new members to join the 
Liturgy Team. 

This year will saw the  ‘retirement’ of Jocelyn D’Souza after many 
years of dedicated commitment to the Liturgy Team. We would 
like to take this opportunity to acknowledge her tireless efforts, 
particularly with the many Forgiveness/Reconciliation services she 
has prepared over the years.

New members need to be recruited as a matter of urgency. If anyone 
would like to become involved, please contact the parish House for 
more details.

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT MINISTRY
Over the past 12 months the Ministry has continued the practice 
of sending a letter of acknowledgement and support to those 
parishioners who experienced the death of a close relative. 
Throughout the year this information was obtained by liaising with 
Tina on a regular basis so that we were able to contact bereaved 
parishioners by post to express our condolences on behalf of their 

parish community.

At the time of the first anniversary of the death of their loved one 
a card was sent to the bereaved parishioners recognising their loss 
and offering support.

In November we had our annual Mass of Remembrance for those 
parishioners who had farewelled a loved one in the past 12 months. 
Contact was made by a letter of personal invitation and a notice in 
the Word. During the Mass acknowledgement was made of those 
whose memories were sacred to these parishioners and that this was 
the first Christmas without their loved one. The Mass was followed 
by supper in the Mary Bresnan Room where members of the 
Ministry were there to support the bereaved. 

Robin Walsh, Coordinator 

THE EVERGREENS – 2018-2019
The “Evergreens” have continued over the past 12 months, offering 
support

And friendship, by way of monthly meetings with Mass, morning tea, 
guest speakers and social outings etcetera – we welcome guests to 
join us on our outings.  Bus hire costs have increased so we are using 
local venues and avoiding the cost of bus hire.

A representative from the “Evergreens” attends the monthly 
Healthy Ageing meetings Run by the Council and held at Realm 
in Ringwood. The group has accepted invitations to luncheons 
held at Aquinas College with students Hosting and providing an 
opportunity for interaction.

A number of our Support Team are foundations members with 
36 years service, so we would welcome any younger people to 
our group.  This is so important to k eep on regenerating the 
“Evergreens” and encourage all members to extend Invitations to the 
Community. We continue to also support our Members by providing 
transport and home and Hospital visitation when required. We 
nominated Sheila Batson for “The Deakin” volunteer Community 
Award and Attended the ceremony.

Tuesday Morning Meditation Group
We are a christian based Meditation group and we meet weekly 
every Tuesday morning from 9.15am to 10.00am during each of 
the school terms in the chapel at Holy Spirit Parish.  On average 6 
people attend weekly and our focus is to listen to the word of God 
via the last Sunday’s gospel reading. Then we settle into relaxing 
our whole mind and body. Then leading into 30 minutes of quiet 
meditation in the presence of the Holy Eucharist exposed in the 
monstrance.  Our focus as a group is to grow more spiritually in our 
awareness of our Inner self, nature and God.  All newcomers are 
most welcome.  Facilitator.  Len Moore   040 1519 727

Spirit Magic Basketball Club
The following outlines a brief description of the Spirit Magic 
basketball Clubs’ year in review.

With Winter Season just getting underway our membership 
numbers have come in at just over 400 players– although perhaps 
representing something of a plateauing of numbers – our 
membership remains strong, with enough players to field 52 teams.

A significant development in the last 12 months saw the 
introduction of our Child Protection Policy, this in response to the 
Victorian Governments’ requirement to comply with their newly 
developed ‘Child Safe Standards’.  Flowing on from the launch of this 
policy, we have:
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•Appointed a Child Safety Officer

•Broadened our requirements for WWC checks to include Team 
Managers

•Increased our coach screening requirements to include the 
signing off on the so-called member protection declaration & a 
coach specific code of conduct. (this in addition to the std WWC 
requirement)

Going forward we will continue to be guided by our basketball 
association on compliance requirements.

The last year saw more coaching development activity with a 
beginners coaching clinic run by Ringwood Hawks Head Coach & 
Coaching Director, Ken Harrington.  At the time of writing, more 
activity is being planned, with a ‘higher level’ Basketball Victoria run 
coaching clinic being looked at for the middle of the year.

During the year, Spirit Magic was once again involved in the Vinnies 
Christmas hamper appeal. The process of printing off envelopes 
for each of our 50 plus teams, asking them for gold coin donations 
before their return - raisied some $700 to fund hampers for needy 
families in the area.

This time last year – we spoke of the need to attract new committee 
members. An appeal to our membership earlier this year did just 
that, with some 5 new committee members now coming on board. 
The challenge now, with the club in it’s 25th year, is to transition 
some of these new members into key roles to take the club forward.

Leon McKenna, President – Spirit Magic Basketball Club

Prep Parish Dinners
We have had three very successful Prep Parish Dinners this year held 
in March and April. All three groups were approximately attended by 
32-36 guests, many are new families to the community. It was always 
also great to see the Prep teachers (Katherine, Andrea and Kaitlin) 
could join us. Sue and I have enjoyed hosting them especially 
the last dinner where we farewelled Fr. Joe. A few special guests 
attended the evening including Peter Camilleri, Marisa Smeed and 
Megan Whitworth to wish Fr. Joe all the best. It was lovely to have 
welcomed them back to the community and be able to have a meal 
with us.There were plenty of delicious dishes and desserts on the 
night and we are so grateful for those who volunteered to cook the 
meals for us.  Many thanks to our helpers Lisa Lynch, Belinda Skrarov 
and Candy Tasca for giving up their time and helping us.  
Looking forward to next year.  Sharon Wolff and Sue Wallace

Park Orchards North Ringwood Parish Junior 
Football Club
PONRPJFC (The Sharks) have continued to grow and provide a 
great junior football club to the North Ringwood and Park Orchards 
communities under the leadership of President Ritchie Appleby.    

2018 has seen an exponential growth of girls’ teams from 3 teams in 
2017 to 7 teams this season. Some 135 girls are playing across age 
groups from Under 12 to Under 18, to complement the 350 boys 
playing at the Sharks.   There is definitely a buzz around the club at 
the moment and it is great to see so many girls and boys enjoying 
their footy in a safe, family friendly environment.

The award winning Sharks Auskick is also having another great year 
at Stintons Reserve under the guidance of Michael James and his 
team.

The Park Orchards North Ringwood Parish Junior Football Club will 
celebrate its 50th anniversary in 2019 and planning is underway 

for several events next year.   This will be a great opportunity to 
celebrate the longevity of the club.   Father Mogg at Holy Spirit was 
instrumental in forming the North Ringwood Parish Junior Football 
Club which later merged with the Park Orchards Junior Football Club 
to form the Sharks.   Holy Spirit remains an important feeder school 
for the Sharks.

The Sharks Committee will once again be manning a BBQ at the Holy 
Spirit Fete in October and we will welcome any questions about the 
club from the Holy Spirit community.

Go Sharks!

SUNDAY HOME COMMUNION MINISTRY  
We have a dedicated group of volunteers who go out in pairs, one 
pair each Sunday, to take Communion to Nursing Homes and private 
homes of those unable to come to Mass due to age or ill health.

We currently visit 3 nursing/group homes and 3 private 
residences. We have 8 pairs of volunteers (up from 7 last year) 
and 2 emergencies.  During the year we lost Peter Abrams, who 
moved at the end of 2017. He was one of the original volunteers 
when this ministry began in the Parish.  Laurie and Judy Wilson, 
Angela Orwin and Peter Young also resigned from our roster. We 
have been blessed with a number of new volunteers:-  Hiroko 
Sugimoto, Michael and Kerry O’Leary, Maureen Chamberlin and Ida 
Brotherton. Also Len Moore and Kate Graham have rejoined our 
group.   Many thanks to our group of volunteers and may God bless 
them all.   Helen Scorgie  Coordinator

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB INC. 
We have had some great results on the court over the past year, with 
a number of teams playing in finals and winning grand finals over 
the past 12 months.

HSNC is the largest club competing at MENA with 22 teams being 
entered from under 9 through to open age groups. Our club ensures 
that all players have the opportunity to play netball as well as 
forming strong friendships and being socially connected. 

We have been very fortunate to pick up 2 new committee members 
for the 2018 year. A sincere thank you to the committee for all 
of their hard work: Sandra Schipano (Vice President); Kerryn 
Crombie (Secretary); Sue Neal (Treasurer); Belinda Semos (Coaches 
Coordinator); Jade Eastwood (Minutes Secretary); Amelia Mills 
(Registrar); Louise Downes (Publicity); Amanda Bulloch (Umpires 
Coordinator); Cath Stone (Property Officer); Amanda Conway 
(Uniform), Dean Crozier (General Committee). 

Although our netball focus is at club level, we congratulate 
a number of girls who represent MENA and Ariels in their 
representative programs.

Thanks to Jess Hooper, Amanda Bullock and Kerryn Crombie for 
framing the teams for our winter and spring competitions. This is a 
difficult job, with a lot of time and effort put into ensuring the best 
results possible.

Thanks to the coaches who volunteer their time to ensure teams “get 
on the court”. 

2018 is a very different year for MENA and participating clubs as HE 
Parker undergoes new development with an indoor stadium being 
built. All games are being played at Great Ryrie Primary School and 
Aquinas College for the year. An amazing amount of organization 
goes into the running of the competition on a weekly basis.

 Due to HE Parker being unavailable we were lucky enough to secure 
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The Rings for club training on a Monday Night. The club training 
at the 1 location on the one night provides a perfect backdrop for 
encouraging club morale and communication. 

Our annual Netta program is underway again, with Cath Stone 
coordinating this.  We aim to get one if not two new teams. This is an 
ideal way to ensure our club continues to thrive. 

We are clearly dependent on all the volunteers for the development 
of the club and the enjoyment our daughters derive from the 
wonderful game of netball.

Karen Woods.

Parish website
Infrastructure changes

• None

Changes

There have been no major changes to the parish web site in the past 
year.

From a content perspective, in the last 12 months the following new 
pages have been added or changes made to the Parish Website:

• Parish Groups Removed 
o State Youth Games – YL 
o Vinnies Youth 
• Holy Spirit YouTube Channel 
o No changes 
• Other Content 
o New and Events section:

• A Pastoral Letter to the Catholics of Victoria –  
 Euthanasia - https://www.cam.org.au/holyspirit/News-Events/
Pastoral-Letter-Euthanasia

• Wall of Mercy - https://www.cam.org.au/holyspirit/Year-of-Mercy/
Wall-of-Mercy

• Our Daily Journey to “Emmaus”  - https://www.cam.org.au/
holyspirit/News-Events/Our-Daily-Journey-to-Emmaus

Usage - Summary

Key points are as follows:

• In almost all cases the metrics for the site’s declined.  2015/2016 
is looking like a peak with 2016/2017 being fairly flat but 2017/2018 
showing reduced patronage:

• Page Views -10% 
• Pages / Session -3% 
• Average Length of a session – 2% 
• Peak web site Users for Christmas an Easter reduced by 37% and 
14% respectively (on 10% and 20% last year). 
• YouTube video usage has declined.  This is because there has been 
no new content.

PageViews 
Document  2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

The Word / week 15 35 55

Spirit Magazine / quarter 95 170 178

• Page View counts of the most popular.

Spirit Magazine.
The Spirit continues to be well received with an increasing number 
of people passing on their comments and appreciation. Particularly 
rewarding to have parents attending the Prep Mass Sausage sizzle, 
say they enjoyed reading it. 

We had a change of ownership with the printers at Christmas, with 
the March edition the first printed under the new ownership, and 
only a few issues due to technical failures.  The new Masthead has 
been well received and I thank Mike Haw for all his work on that 
and Tobin Brothers Ringwood for providing the $100 voucher as 
the prize for the winning design.  This was donated back to the 
community to assist a family in need.

We continue to print 700 B&W copies (Colour front & Back Pages), 
with many thanks to Michael O’Leary who uploads the online 
version, and corrects some of the edits that get missed in the print 
copy.  We currently have 9 advertisers which created a revenue total 
of  $1540 for the current financial year.  We lost one advertiser at 
a cost of $275 reducing the total for the year from $1815. Printing 
costs for last four editions amounted to $7,725.30.  

We have made some progress towards reducing costs, the last 
edition by $300 ,thanks to generous people helping assemble a 
page of photo’s each, thus reducing  my time requirement and the 
cost of it being done at the printers.  I hope more people will be able 
to assist in this way, and thus see continued reductions. 

This year I intend to get the invoices out on 1 July. Gerald Fahey 
greatly assisted last year by contacting all advertisers to see if they 
wished to continue their support with 100% success rate, and also 
followed up any prospective new clients.  As always, I appreciate 
the ongoing life of The Spirit is dependent upon Parish support 
and finances, and accept any decisions made with regard to its 
continuance.

Editorially, I continue to try to source articles of interest from a 
wide range of sources both nationally and internationally, and 
remain aware of the Copyright laws and the ever-present danger 
of a journalist picking up a headline and running with it, without 
necessarily reading the content of that article.  Thank you to all who 
have assisted in the past year. Helen Konynenburg   STOP PRESS – 
Two new advertisers since this report was submitted.

Report from Body of Christ prayer group 
Some forty or more years ago a small prayer group was commenced 
at St. Anne’s Park Orchards, by the then Parish Priest and several men 
in the Parish.   Over subsequent years this group grew and changed 
to Whitefriars Monastery, private homes and then to Mitcham parish.   
For many years the group met at St. James, Vermont and then at Our 
Lady’s in Ringwood.   Many members died and some left and the 
group was going to close, but the few people left then felt the Lord 
was calling us back to where it started so we returned to St. Anne’s 
early 2017.   When winter arrived the chapel at St. Anne’s, which has 
no heating, was too cold so Father Joe suggested we move to Holy 
Spirit chapel where the heating is very good.

We are a charismatic prayer group and meet every Tuesday evening 
at 8pm - 9.30pm from February until mid December.   We begin 
each meeting with some time of praise and worship which is lead 
by Lyle Hoefer playing his guitar.   Each week we share some time 
of prayer/inspired teaching/sharing.   Our group is friendly and very 
welcoming as we love to have new members join us.   We conclude 
the evening with a cuppa and supper for those who wish to share in 
a time of fellowship.
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 Recently our group invited members from the Melbourne Catholic 
School of Evangelisation to lead us in a course entitled “The Road 
to Emmaus”  A number of parishioners joined in and we had 
approximately 20 sharing the seven weeks.   We were invited to 
travel on our own road to Emmaus, reflecting on the relevant 
scriptures and allowing the Lord to speak to us through His Word 
and our final celebration of the Eucharist which Fr. Jose very kindly 
lead on his first day in the parish.   A full description of this excellent 
course will be in the next copy of the Spirit magazine.   Our thanks to 
Maryann Street for writing this up.

The group also intends to invite speakers from outside our parish to 
come and share with us occasionally throughout the year.

With thanks and gratitude,  Ann Serong

LITTLE SPIRITS PLAYGROUP
Little Spirits Playgroup had a busy end to the year in 2017. Whilst 
we had a number of children who come along for a single term, 
and popped in and out over the year, there was a core group of 
approximately 10 children who came each week.

We ended the year with our Christmas party at FitnessWork in 
Mitcham, where the children were taken through a number of 
activities and obstacles, before they devoured all of the delicious 
party food! The mum’s also celebrated the end of the year by getting 
together at The Cellar Door.

The end of 2017 marked a big change to Playgroup, with leaders 
Sharon Wolff and Tanya Brown leaving, as their children (Sienna and 
Paige) started school. We had 8 of our children begin school in 2018, 
which made for a very quiet start to Playgroup.

We currently have 3 children enrolled, from 1-3 years of age. There 
are a number of parent’s who have asked to come along and 
have a look, try a session etc. We have been busy so far this year, 
making playdoh, lots of arts and crafts and even creating some new 
decorations to brighten up our Playgroup space! We are hoping this 
might encourage some new families to pop in and say hi.

During May, we will be celebrating Mother’s Day. The children will be 
treating the mum’s with a lovely morning tea, along with a special 

manicure and a keyring they made for mum.

Candy Tasca - Little Spirits Playgroup Co-ordinator

High Spirits
2018 has begun with a lot of changes to the high Spirits’ class.  To 
begin with we have two new facilitators, myself who teaches the 
Tuesday group and Elma Gama, a parent and parishioner who takes 
the Wednesday group.  A big thank you to Ana for getting us started 
earlier this year.

We currently have 33 extremely enthusiastic children between 
two classes and a growing waiting list for next year.  Keeping in 
mind parish boundaries and readiness to be part of the Holy Spirit 
Community, families are accepted into the program.  If we have 
vacancies we will offer children out of the parish boundaries a spot 
as well.

This year we are looking at integrating the religious education 
program from the school as part of our curriculum here at High 
Spirits.  A big thank you to Marianne Condon and Fran Miller for their 
ongoing support in assisting us with this set up.

The children are focusing on establishing the importance of prayer 
and faith in their everyday life and experiences.  The children will 
soon experience a weekend mass as a group and will take part in 
another later in the year.  We are also looking at starting a reward 
system to encourage children to attend weekend mass regularly.  
Building a relationship between church, community and faith are 
integral for this program to succeed.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our volunteers 
who share their faith experiences with us every week.  Maureen 
Chamberlin, Lyn Thwaites and Jocelyn D’Souza.  The Wednesday 
group also benefit from some youth volunteers, so a big thank you 
to Karissa Chowdary, Miguel, Alex and Francisco Cortez for giving 
their time to help this worthy cause.  Without their continuous 
support we wouldn’t be able to continue such an enriching 
program.  We would also like to thank Ruth and jenny for all the 
behind the scenes work you do for us, especially with assisting with 
my 101 questions.

AROUND THE OLD PARISH HOUSE
Demolition of the Old Parish House. The old parish 
house situated at 120 Oban Rd (to the right of the 
property entrance) has been unfit for habitation for 
at least 5 years. It and its 
sheds have been used for 
storage during fete time 
but have been steadily 
degenerating with time. 
With the development 
of the properties at 116 
and 118 Oban Rd, an 
opportunity was seen to 
clean up our property also. 
Duncan Arendse, our school 
principal, in conjunction with Fr Joe and our Finance Committee 
agreed with the new owner to allow the use of our property until 
the end of 2018 for a site office and vehicle parking in exchange for 
half the cost of the demolition of all buildings and the clearing of the 
site – in the order of $7,000. The school will pay for the remainder 

of the demolition cost. A 
very favourable piece of 
negotiation. Demolition will 
commence in June. Access 
to the property will be via 
the driveway at 118 Oban 
Rd. The school has provided 
alternative storage space 
for fete equipment and the 
fete committee has devised 
alternative arrangements 

for the Goods Collection Point 
and the effected stalls. These 

will be discussed with stallholders in the near future. From January 
2019, the site will be used as additional play space for our children 
and will undergo a minor gardening facelift. Longer-term plans for 
the site are being considered and will be shared as they take on 
more substance. If you have any questions please feel free to ask 
Silvio. 0431 399 938 or svolomb1@gmail.com).

AFTER See next edition

BEFORE
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Our Lady Queen of Peace Rosary Group
After 26 years (22 of those with my husband Sean) of leading the 
Wednesday night 'Queen of Peace' rosary prayer group in Holy Spirit 
chapel I realised it was time for me to step down. 

First of all I have to say this prayer group was Our Lady's idea. Our 
Lady of Medjugorje that is....not mine. And She alone obtained the 
Grace from Jesus her Son for Sean and I to lead it for all these years. 
We could not have done it otherwise! She has just been amazing! 

If Our Lady or Our Lord had said oh and by the way we want you to 
keep doing this every Wednesday night for 26years....I would have 
said....forget it! No way! Ask somebody else!  But God is very wise, He 
didn't tell us what He had in mind! And funny enough I never really 
had a sense of the years until recently. 

The group was started by Judith and Michael Sully RIP, and myself, 
(may their dear souls rest in peace!) in February 1992. Judith asked 
me to lead it because she and Michael already lead the 'Marian 
Movement of Priests' Prayer Group (Cenacle) which at that time 
was held at the Sacred Heart Monastery chapel once a month on a 
Thursday night. 

We had all been to Medjugorje and I had had an amazing conversion 
back to my faith in 1989/90 as a result of just praying to Our Lady of 
Medjugorje. Sean's conversion came later. I had been away from my 
Faith and the sacraments for about 4years. After a brief pilgrimage to 
Medjugorje in August 1990 I then (very reluctantly!) started a prayer 
group in the city on a Tuesday after work with a colleague who had 
also been on our pilgrimage and who insisted this was what Our 
Lady wanted us to do!  Our Lady was asking for rosary prayer groups 
to be set up all over the world.

With Fr. Mogg's approval Michael and Judith and I started on a 
Wednesday night in February 1992. We had 10 people on the first 
night and then 15/16 people thereafter. We said all 15 decades of 
the rosary because I felt that was what Our Lady wanted, and Judith 
agreed wholeheartedly. We prayed the St Louis de Montfort rosary 
meditations.  When Sean joined us he would bring our big statue of 
Our Lady every week and place her on a small table at the side of the 
altar near the tabernacle. We all sat on that side and Our Lady gazed 
very serenely at us! 

After a couple of years Sean thought we should ask Fr Mogg if we 
could have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Father agreed. 
Our Lady always leads you to her Son! And She then stayed at home! 
We then decided just to say 5 decades of the rosary and spend the 
rest of the hour in silent adoration, offering it in Reparation to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. I've never known an hour to pass so quickly! 
Others agreed. There were times when the Peace was palpable. 

During Lent we would also say The Stations of the Cross and that 
usually brought a few families. Sometimes we had as many as 25 
people including children but that was rare. Those nights were very 
special because of the children. But mostly there was just 10 or 12 of 
us. 

Judith and Michael took over when Sean and I went on holiday. Over 
the years as people moved away or died Our Lady always brought a 
replacement so that the number never fell. 

In later years Lyn Thwaites, who had been with us for many years, 
was our backup. However when Sean could no longer come and Lyn 
for personal reasons couldn't come either It became more difficult. 

Although there were several regulars not everyone could commit. 
So thankfully Fr Shibu with the help of the others took over for me 
when I was sick. That was a great blessing! 

The numbers had gone down in the last 3 or 4 years for one reason 
or another but Sean and I had always said that even if it was just the 
two of us we would always be there. 

On Ash Wednesday night in Feb this year, for the first time in 26 
years there was no one there but me. Most extraordinary! Strangely 
enough as I was leaving the house I asked Our Lord, how much 
longer do you want me to keep doing this?....you know I'll keep 
going for as long as you want. That was followed by a fleeting 
thought of ...and how will I know??

Then I forgot all about that and went round to the chapel and got 
everything ready. At 7 oclock I prayed the rosary and played the Ave 
Maria as usual and then looked at Our Blessed Lord and said...it's just 
You and me tonight Lord, what do think about that? Sitting there in 
the silence it suddenly hit me....this is it! There never was a plan for 
this...Sean and me together...yes. But not for just me on my own!  My 
goodness Lord are you telling me this is it? And slowly and silently 
I had the quiet assurance that yes, this was it...my last night and a 
great Peace came over me. Thank you Lord!  Deo Gratias! I might 
add that the Graces and Blessings we have received over these years 
have been many. God will not be outdone in generosity. He Is so 
Good! 

I would like to thank all those who have been part of our group over 
the years, for their love and support. Far too many to name, and the 
many who have died, may their souls rest in Peace. I especially thank 
those faithful regulars in the last so many years, Marie Cridland, 
Betty McWade, Hiroko and Yasu Sugimoto, Joanne Crowe, Maria 
Moscatelli, and Paul Johnson who was one of the founder members 
on that first night in 1992! Ambrose and Philomena Cornelio who 
always came during Lent, and more recently Dominic North-
Coombs. Thank you and God bless you all!   
We gratefully acknowledge- Carmel Hill 
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welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!
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which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 
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of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts
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Freedom Ride 2018
Last week I told you about preparation 
training rides for the 2018 O’Loughlin 
Catholic College (OCC) Big Bike Ride (BBR). 
The BBR has been run at OCC since 2008 
when it was initiated as a ride for reluctant 
Year Nine students in the Alternative 
Learning Program. In 2009 it morphed into 
an opportunity for students from every 
class level to test themselves on a bike ride 
that has typically covered between 100 and 
130 kilometres in one day. For 12-year-old 
students in Year Seven this is a real feat. 
Even for Year Twelves it constitutes a serious 
challenge. 

This year a staff member suggested the 
event as an awareness raising opportunity 
for Legacy  and a preparation for the Anzac 
Day Dawn Service. The plan became to 
conduct a ride from Darwin to the War 
Cemetery at Adelaide River 110 kms south 
of Darwin. Adelaide River was the first 
retreat point after the initial Japanese 
bombing of Darwin in 1942. Staff planned 
the ride for April 24th, Anzac Day eve. As it 
turned out the Police would not allow us 
to ride on the Stuart Highway and so the 
organisers reconnoitred an alternative ride 
of 110 kilometres with the riding group 
eventually arriving in Adelaide River on 
Anzac Day eve in preparation for the Dawn 
Service next morning. 

The 19 students and 12 adults, including 
staff and two fathers of participant student 
riders, and father-son combination of 
Rhett and myself, commenced the ride at 
7.00 a.m. from the College in Malak and 
traversed Darwin suburbs visiting sites 
along the northern coast from which the 
Australian Army defended Darwin from 
ensuing Japanese attacks after February 
19th 1942. We visited the East Point gun 
turrets, the Nightcliff Beach site of a major 
defence establishment during the War, 
the Cenotaph on the Darwin Esplanade, 
finally riding past Stokes Hill Wharf where 
numerous US war ships were destroyed in 
the first wave of bombings. We then rode 

through Palmerston to eventually join the 
Stuart Highway after riding 105 kms. Here, 
soldiers of the Australian Defence Force 
who had been accompanying us in trucks 
and buses, transferred riders and bikes 
safely to Adelaide River where the ride 
recommenced. Arriving at the cemetery 
4.00 p.m. the riding group had completed 
110 kilometres in blistering heat, including 
facing a hot 20 kph south-east wind for 
the last 50 kms. After their gruelling ride 
the riders camped overnight at Mt. Bundy 
Station to be up at 4.00 a.m. for the Dawn 
Service.

At Adelaide River I asked Rhett if I could 
address the students for a few minutes. He 
told me to be brief! Here is the gist of what 
I said:

Has anyone here ever 
witnessed a miracle? Put 
your hand up. (two hands tentatively rose). 
O.K. put them down. Now, everyone put 
your hand up – because today you saw a 
miracle. Today you were part of something 
miraculous. (all hands slowly raised!) What 
is a miracle? Well it’s something you can’t 
explain. Something that happens that you 
didn’t think could happen, knowing what 
you know. Could any single one of you have 
ridden those 110 kilometres on you own 
today? I know I could not have. We all did 
it though. We achieved something that is 
hard to believe, something that might have 
seemed at many times along the road to 
be impossible. How did we do it? We did it 
because we are a community, we did it as 
a group, we did it as friends who reached 
out and embraced each other in the very 
hard times that the ride entailed, when the 
sun beat down, our energy levels flagged, 
the wind was on our noses and the hills 
just kept on coming. We called out, we 
encouraged, sometimes we pushed other 
weaker riders and always we helped each 
other. With encouragement we found 
reserves of energy and endurance that 
we did not believe we had. We did this 
as a community who believes that every 

member of the group is valuable and good. 
Miracles don’t just happen. God doesn’t just 
zap miracles out of the sky; but we can, we 
did make a miracle happen. 

Our College is named O’Loughlin Catholic 
College because we, as a Catholic place 
of learning, believe God is in our midst. 
Hands up if anyone has seen God (no hands 
raised). O.K. now all of you put your hands 
up because today we all saw God, and She 
is sitting next to you (kids look around and 
tentatively raise their hands). As Catholics 
we believe that God is in us and we are in 
God. This miracle that happened today is 
God working in us, and through us, and 
for each one of us. God is in community. 
What is a community? Well it’s your mates 
at school. It’s your class, including your 
class teacher. It is your College community. 
It includes your families all connected to 
the College. It is the College community 
within the wider community of Darwin. It 
includes these members of the ADF, these 
soldiers who have been with us all day 
and supported us as we did something 
special. You don’t have to be a Catholic to 
have God in you and with you. You don’t 
have to be a Christian, you just have to be 
a human, in fact any one of the creatures of 
this universe, to find God is in us all, all the 
time. We came to do something special for 
ourselves and also to do something special 
within the wider community, to show that 
we honour the Freedom that we experience 
and is celebrated in a unique way by Anzac 
Day. If we really think hard about God we 
might realise that God really loves Freedom 
above all else. God who made us out of 
God’s freedom, offers us our freedom and 
calls us to use our freedom for the good 
(the freedom) of all. We were free to ride 
today. And because we were free we chose 
to ride. Let us continue to choose freedom 
for all, everyday of our lives from here on.

It was a privilege to ride with you people 
today, an honour – Thanks be to God in 
each of you!

Mike Bowden for another thoughtful 
reflection.

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
August 15th commemorates Mary’s Assumption into Heaven. At the end of her earthly life, Mary was taken to Heaven, body 
and soul. Though she was human, she was born without original sin. This meant she would not undergo the punishment of 
being separated from her body at the end of her life. St. Francis de Sales once explained it this way: “What son, if he could, 
would not bring his mother back to life, and take her, after death, into paradise?” The Assumption honours both her holy life 
here on earth and her title as Mother of God.
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Wednesday Night Holy Hour 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy (Matthew 5:6)

For the past 26 years, the Rosary has been prayed every 
Wednesday night in the Holy Spirit Chapel. Sadly, dwindling 
numbers and the very long service of those involved resulted in 
the decision to cease this opportunity to worship. But the Parish 
patron ‘The Holy Spirit’ has been active and assertive in wanting 
this opportunity to worship on Wednesday nights to continue.  So, 
a small group is continuing to meet every week at the Chapel for 
the ‘Holy Hour’ with hopes that the numbers will grow.

On every Wednesday night at 7.15 p.m. the ‘Holy hour’ is spent at 
the Holy Spirit Chapel.  It is an hour in Eucharistic 
adoration in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The prayer during the Holy hour starts 
with a slow, thoughtful saying of the Rosary. The 
recitation of the Rosary lasts for around half hour. 
After reciting the Rosary, the group then stops 
for a brief period for meditation in the presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament. With the Blessed 
Mother and with Jesus present there before 
you during the Holy hour in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament is a proof of gratitude and an 
expression of love as part of adoration towards 
Jesus Christ our Lord. During meditation we can 
also ponder all those things in our heart as we can 
ask our Blessed Mother to pray for us. 

The Holy hour then closes with the Divine Mercy Chaplet which 
takes around ten to fifteen minutes. This Divine Mercy chaplet 
is associated with the reputed apparitions of Jesus 
revealed to Saint Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938), also 
known as the Apostle of Mercy.  The Divine Mercy 
chaplet is a prayer which Sr. Faustina had received 
through visions and conversations she had with Jesus. 
The Divine Mercy chaplet’s prayers for mercy can be 
remembered by just knowing ABC

A - Ask for and obtain the mercy of God. 

B - Be merciful to others and act as a conduit for God’s 
mercy towards them. 

C - Completely trust in Jesus Christ’s abundant mercy. 

As you can see the in the image of the Divine Mercy, 
there are red and white rays of divine light emanating 

from the Sacred heart of Jesus.  In the image, Jesus stands with 
one hand outstretched in blessing, the other clutching the side 
wounded during Crucifixion, from which originates beams of 
falling light. The red beam signifies the blood of Jesus (which is 
the life of souls) and white beam signifies the water (which justify 
souls). The whole image is symbolic of charity, forgiveness and love 
of God, referred to as the “Fountain of Mercy”

With the Holy hour spent with the recitation of the Holy Rosary, 
then meditation, and finally with the Divine Mercy Chaplet, each of 

which are very powerful instruments, the group 
would like to invite you to join them during the 
Holy hour. We cannot tell you what you will get 
out of the Holy Hour of prayer and meditation 
because your experience will be personal.  But, 
every moment that we spend in the presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament during the Holy hour 
will leave our soul everlastingly more glorious 
and beautiful in heaven, because the Blessed 
Sacrament is Jesus, our risen Saviour, with all the 
glory and beauty of his Resurrection flowing out 
on those who come into his Eucharistic presence. 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the easiest 
person in the world to be with, even if we cannot 
pray very well, or even if we do not say anything 
at all.  The mere fact that we come to Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament is, a prayer of faith that will greatly benefit our 
soul, for just as we cannot be exposed to the Sun without receiving 

its energising rays, so too we cannot be exposed to 
the Son of God present in the Blessed Sacrament 
without receiving his divine rays of enriching graces, 
mercy, love, life and peace.  

Thus, we call upon our local Parishioners to come 
and join the group in this Holy Hour on Wednesdays 
as we grow in glorifying and adoration towards our 
Lord. It is a call to do his will during our Life here on 
earth.  With this we can then approach God’s throne 
of Grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
Mercy and find Grace to help us in our time of Need 
(Hebrews 4:16)

Acknowledgment – Ambrose Cornelio

BOOKS -  
A Little, not so Light, 
reading
The Optician of Lampedusa –  
Emma Jane Kirby (Penguin)

A TALE OF RESCUE AND  
THE AWAKENING OF CONSCIENCE.

I came across a slim volume in the bookshop 
yesterday and was compelled to have it.  
Comprising only 115 pages, it was a quick, 

but certainly not an easy read and yet it is a 
book everyone should read.

Poetically written, absorbing,  
harrowing…The raw and emotional 
account of an optician whose family 
fishing trip suddenly placed him amid the 
human tragedy of hundreds of drowning 
migrants, is a story that need to be told  - 
Fiona Wilson, The Times.

I don’t know the answer to the questions, 
but I know we need to be informed and 

explore what the questions are, and feel very 
strongly that we must do something – or we 
shall be judged as harshly by the next gener-
ations as no better than those who stood by 
during the Holocaust.
Perhaps, we should erase the terms like refu-
gee, stateless, homeless persons and just use 
persons, human beings with the same hopes 
and dreams for their lives and their children 
that we have for ours.  Whatever, we do need 
to TALK about the needs of people who are 
in dire need of compassion  
–  We are the Body of Christ - 
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Around the parish – International Correspondents

And from another Jack  – This one is in 
Shanghai
Jack Schroder 7 May 2018 - Shanghai Study

On the 21st of February 2018, I left Mel-
bourne to study at Shanghai University of 
Finance and Economics. I was fortunate to 
receive a scholarship enabling me to study 

both Corporate Finance and Mandarin for 
a year.
During my time at Whitefriars, I had studied 
Mandarin and had subsequently become 
deeply interested in Chinese Language and 
Culture. This had driven me to apply for the 
scholarship.
Studying in China and living in a city of 30 

million people is a fascinating experience. 
There is an atmosphere of energy and 
optimism that I had not previously encoun-
tered. Every individual, even the lowest paid 
workers, are committed to performing their 
role in society.
I live in the International Dormitory on 
campus. It’s given me a fantastic opportuni-
ty to make friends from around the world. It 
seems as if most countries have an interest 
in China and send their students to better 
understand Chinese Culture and Conven-
tions.
The study itself is intriguing. In Corporate 
Finance, we explore projects such as “One 
Belt, One Road”, an Infrastructure Initiative 
designed to improve trade throughout 
Africa, Asia and Europe.
Studying in China presents a unique set of 
challenges. There are obviously quite pro-
nounced cultural differences. However, I’ve 
become quite accustomed to this way of life 
after living here for 3 months.
China will inevitably have greater global 
influence in the coming decades, so I’m 
deeply grateful for the experience. I’ll return 
to Melbourne in January 2019, in order to 
begin studying a Bachelor of Commerce at 
the University of Melbourne.

Jacks Basketball Team
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SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row,  
every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  
without repeating any.

COLLECTION NOTICE
For information on the Parish 
policies regarding information 
collection and privacy please refer 
to www.holyspiritparish.org.au

Vale Rick Van Duppen
We offer our heartfelt sympathy to Rick’s family 
Anne Maree, Brett, Carla, Matthew, Duncan, Isla and 
Joshua. Please know you will not be forgotten in the 
agony of your loss.  
Rick will be remembered by so many of us as a pa-
rishioner, an outstanding teacher, great friend and 
mentor to so many.

Not forgetting of course, that wicked sense of 
humour! 
We miss you Rick.

Condolences to the Zerella Family 
on the loss of Santina. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you.
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which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
the other businesses from our local community who 
are bene�ting from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size 
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size 

For more information contact the editor (Mary Ryan) 
at the Parish House on 9876 3717.

Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au
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~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne

Thank you to all our advertisers who support us and welcome to our two new advertisers.  You may not need 
the use of their services yourself, but what about buying a service or services as a gift!  New baby?  Wonderful 
to have your house cleaned and a photography session!  What about gifts for older parents – What about a car 
service – a clean house?  Think creatively and where possible please support our great service providers
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PARISH MISSION LAUNCH
SUNDAY 1ST JULY

Holy Spirit Church   5PM – 7PM 
Includes Mass, shared meal and official 

launch of Alpha Program

HOLY SPIRIT FETE  2018 
SATURDAY 13TH OCTOBER  - 
SAVE THE DATE – TIME TO START 
WORKING TOWARDS ANOTHER 
GREAT FETE – We look forward to 
seeing you all there on the day.


