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EASTER – He is risen!

Believed to be the site of the original watercourse of the Jordan  
river where Jesus was baptized

John Baptizes Jesus
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Thank You from the Editor

A very long list of people to thank this edition, as well as all the 
usual suspects –Thank you to Mary Ryan, Belinda Abrams, Nick 
May and Andrew Ruigrock who all helped enormously by setting 
up a page or two of photos of a particular event.  

Particular thanks again to Ian for his magnificent photos on front 
cover, and the photo’s from the Via Dolorosa  - the route taken by 
Jesus on his journey to Calvary.

This edition has an unintentional focus on volunteering which 
the Spirit has brought to us. During my working week, I hear from 
so many lonely and sad people.  Many complain on a regular 
basis about little things that seem to me to reflect a very lonely 
life. I always feel sad and frustrated because I know there are so 
many ways within the reach of most of us to “get out” and see and 
talk to others, and there is no better way of doing that than in the 
volunteering sphere –

I realize illness, disability and finances can be huge stresses in 
people’s lives and for some, they cannot escape, but there are 
many of us, who with a little encouragement could enhance our 
lives greatly by just making the effort (and, that is not easy), to 
get out and about.  Melbourne is a great city for FREE events.  
Within the CBD throughout the day, you have all sorts of free 
events to cater for all interests and ages.  Our Universities have 
Free Lecture Series open to all – Day and evenings.

Our local communities also abound in free events to attend at our 
local libraries, and information there about other “things to do”. 
Go to your local Community House – if you cant afford to do a 
course – special interest, social groups are generally available too; 
join a walking group.  Check with your local Councils – ask about 
volunteering; St Vincent de Paul is a great place to volunteer as 
there are so many ways to volunteer on offer through this great 
organization.

Come to morning Mass, and stay and have a tea or a coffee after 
– This way you will meet new people and perhaps find someone 
with whom you have a shared interest. Please just try something.

To those of our parish family who have suffered the loss of loved 
ones, we offer you our condolences and prayers.  Know that you 
are not forgotten.  

Easter, the central platform of our faith – Thank you to the 
Liturgy team, and the Divine Renovation Team (I’m sure) and all 
who put in so much hard work to make all of the ceremonies so 
meaningful.  

May Easter bring a great sense of renewal to you all.

If you are travelling – Stay safe, remain patient in the face of 
delays, ensuring you are passing on good, safe driving habits to 
your children for the future.

And, to all our Mothers – Happy Mothers Day!

Helen Konynenburg

The Spirit Magazine is published four times a year. 
Editor: Helen Konynenburg E-mail: Helen@konynenburg.com 
Publisher: Minuteman Press Mitcham Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com
The contents of this magazine are printed in an effort to support community awareness  
and communication and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, our Parish 
Priest, or the people of the Holy Spirit Parish.
Letters to the Editor, enquiries re distribution information and sourced contributions  
should be sent to:  Holy Spirit Parish House, 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood  
(address above)
Average circulation 700 copies - Not for profit
NOW AVAILABLE IN FULL COLOUR ONLINE:  
http://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/TheSpiritMagazine.aspx
Printed by Minuteman Press Mitcham - Shop 2, 535 Whitehorse Road  
Mitcham, Vic, 3132 - Phone: 9873 2888 www.mitcham.minutemanpress.com.au
Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com
Closing date for next edition:  May 14, 2018 
Focus for next Edition:  Easter  - what did Easter mean for you? But don’t 
wait until May to write it down!  Where did you spend Easter?
And, What is Really important in your life?
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Around the Parish

Baptisms Welcomings
These families have been welcomed at 
the following masses:

3rd December
Lara ALONSO, Parents Hernan & Cherie

3rd February
Georgia PARTRIDGE, Parents Michael & 
Jamielle
Jack NIMAJIN, Parents Mariano & Stacey

11th February
Cameron, Madeline & Marcus ANTHONY, 
Parents Thomas & Sharinne

Sunday 25 February
Cameron, Madeline & Marcus Anthony 
with parents Thomas & Sharinne.

Photo Keith & Ann Gysberts

THANK YOU TO OUR ALTAR SERVERS
As a thank you to our altar servers, 
we had the annual Christmas party 
on Tuesday 12 December after school 
in the Mary Bresnan Room.  Plenty of 
pizza and party food and we played 
the favourite Celebrity Heads game.  
Always a good fun game.  The Parish 
is very grateful to our servers who 
throughout the year assist Father Joe 
at the table of the Lord.  Thank you 
again, you should all feel very proud 
and privileged to be an altar server.

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE 
From the Gysberts, it has been on the cards for a while, but finally, early March seems to be 
it.  They call it downsizing. 
Yes, it all seems so long ago that we as young people with our parents arrived in “beautiful 
paradise Australia” from the Netherlands in 1954.  Settling in Ringwood, we became part of 
Our Lady’s parish. 
Then in 1972 we became part of the Holy Spirit parish.  We have really enjoyed and have 
been privileged to share all the events and to have seen the parish grow to what it is now. 
We would like to thank Fr. Joseph and all the people from the Holy Spirit parish for letting us 
be part of it.  Thank you and God bless. - Keith and Ann Gysberts. 
Our new address is: 1/60 Bluff Road, Black Rock.  Vic.  3993

We wish Keith & Ann all the best of everything for their new home.  You will be greatly 
missed by many – We have journeyed together for a long time, and your contributions to 
our comunity have been many and varied – you are woven into the fabric of the varied, 
and multi-hued tapestry of life at Holy Spirit and we will always claim you as ours.



MARCH 184

Around the Parish
Presentation of RCIA Candidates

And a proud husband and son. Two beautiful daughters 
were too shy to be photographed

An Extraordinary Ministry 
Every Sunday, after Communion at the 
9:00am Mass, this prayer is said by Father 
Joe and everyone.

Prayer for Sending out Special Ministers to the 
Sick

Lord, we ask for your special blessing on the 
aged, frail and sick people of our community. 
We pray that the Eucharist which they share 
with us today, be a source of strength and 
comfort in their lives and a reminder of your 
great love for them. 
 We send these special ministers in your name, 
and on behalf of our faith community, as we 
pray for your peace and healing in all our lives.

AMEN.

Two parishioners then leave the church with 
the Eucharist to visit other parishioners and 
people in care who 
are unable to get to 
Mass. 

Even though, as 
usually happens in 
Holy Spirit Parish, 
there is a roster, a 
routine and a list 
to follow, this is no 
chore. To be part of 
the team for home 
Communion visits or 
Sunday Communion 
visits is not only a 
rewarding privilege 
but an enriching experience. It can also 
be quite an adventure! Over time we all 

come to know and love the 
wonderfully diverse people 
we visit, and it is a joy to 
know that they welcome us 
and look forward to seeing 
their parish family. Their 
names are listed weekly 
in the church bulletin and 
they appreciate being part 
of our Mass in this way and 
being kept in our prayers. 
Those who are still able to 
read enjoy having their own 
copy of the bulletin and 
The Spirit Magazine. The 
bulletins we take with us have the readings 
for the day added.

Nola Ryan and Lorraine Nipper.

 Lorraine lives at Blue Willows and, over the 
last few years, has taken responsibility for 

converting the activity room to a chapel 
for Sunday Communion. Every Saturday 
afternoon, Lorraine moves a dozen chairs 
into place and sets up an altar ready for 
Sunday. Lorraine has a crucifix from her 
grandmother as the centrepiece of her 
carefully decorated altar. The treasured 
family crucifix came with Lorraine’s 
grandparents from Alsace at the end of 
the First World War when the family came 
as refugees to Australia. Lorraine worked 
for many years as an accompanist, a 
music teacher, a choir leader and a church 
organist. Her lively, engaging manner and 
interesting conversation belie her 101 years.

If you would like to be part of this ministry or, 
if you would like to come along one Sunday to 
see how good it really is, please contact Helen 
Scorgie 
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Around the Parish
Parish Pastoral Council
Despite our best efforts and intentions, like many other parishes 
we have experienced dropping attendances at masses and a lack 
of renewal in our Parish. This was the catalyst in 2017 to embark on 
the process of Divine Renovation.

Divine renovation has resulted in renewed interest in the parish, as 
well as renewed hope and a commitment from many to improve 
our parish. We are most thankful for that. We also now have lots of 
new faces on the PPC and we are grateful for the generosity and 
grace shown by them in accepting the call

Despite positive initial outcomes, the real work of renovation is yet 
to be done. The job of the PPC is to design what our Parish will look 
like in 5 to 10 years’ time. This is no insignificant role. In particular, 
the PPC’s first task is to develop the parish vision and purpose

Also, Divine Renovation is not merely a concept, an ideal or a 
destination. It is a journey. It is also very much a process. Just like 
renovating a house.

Like renovating a house we need to give the process time. A house 
is not renovated overnight. We cannot be impatient for results, and 
take shortcuts. We need to do it purposefully and properly

Divine Renovation is the framework we are using for improving our 
Parish. It is about a thorough and professional review of everything 
we do, and everything we are doing. It is not a gloss over. James 
Mallon reminds us that Jesus was a carpenter - a builder.  Jesus 
was therefore very familiar with the concept of laying strong 
foundations. The role of the PPC is to make sure that we lay strong 
foundations

None of us here have done any parish renovation before. Therefore, 
none of us knows how to do it. Fortunately, the process of divine 
renovation is laid down in the divine renovation books. They are 
our guide for now

To give the parish the opportunity to develop a common vision, 
direction and purpose, we have increased the membership of the 
PPC to include key operational ministries as ex-officio members of 
the PPC. Other significant ministries such as St Vincent de Paul and 
the Evergreens are also represented. Last but certainly not least, 
other parishioners form the remainder of the PPC.

Over the next two years, depending on how productive the PPC is, 
we aim to: develop a Parish vision statement; undertake a Parish 
assessment, and create a strategic plan to take our Parish to the 
next level

We anticipate that coming up with a vision and purpose statements 
will take us to April or most likely June 2018. They will then need to 
be communicated and endorsed by the parish

Once we (the parish) agree on our vision and purpose, the 
PPC’s next task will be to undertake a Values Analysis. This is an 
assessment of where we are in relation to the ten values that create 
a healthy Parish.

Following that, the PPC will assess our parish against the five 
systems of church life – Worship, Evangelisation, Discipleship, 
Fellowship/Community and Ministry.  Another analysis that the 
parish could conduct is called an engagement analysis – to assess 
how engaged parishioners are!

As you should see from the foregoing, the PPC has a lot of work 
to do to create our parish of the future. We have every reason to 
be optimistic notwithstanding that the Divine Renovation of our 
parish will take years, and will be ongoing

Members of the PPC

Fr Joe, Duncan Arendse, Maree Butler, Beth Dal Cin, Stan Fisher, 
Marilyn Grant (Secretary), Carol Harris, David Heath (Deputy Chair), 
Helen Konynenburg, Jenny Philp, Vincent Robottom, Mary Ryan, 
Don Schroder, Dale Sebire, Maureen Taffe, Tina Toomey, Tony Van 
der Haar, Sylvio Volombello, Sue Wallace, Dominic North-Coombes 
(Chairperson).

The Bear and the Nightingale, Katherine Arden’s 
impressive debut novel, recalls the enchantment of the 
fairytales my mother read to me when I was a child, but 
it is much darker, colder, and more intricate. The story 
takes place in early medieval Russia (what was Rus at the 
time), in a remote, frozen village near the forest. Vasya, a 
young, headstrong girl with strange abilities—who sees 
and talks to the domovoi, the spirit of the hearth, and 
the other old gods—pushes against the boundaries set 
by the village, a zealous priest, and her cruel stepmother. 
The novel explores tensions between the pagan and the 
Christian, what it means to be faithful, and the sacrifice 
faith requires. The prose is elegant and captivating as 
crystalizing snow, and Vasya is a fiery protagonist in the 
dark landscape—you’ll be rooting for her all the way.  - 
Annesley Moore-Jumonville, Editorial Intern

https://imagejournal.org/journal/subscribe/

We acknowledge and thank the writer and Image Journal Editor 
for allowing us to reprint this review. They are very “Chuffed” to 
be read in Australia.
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Around the Parish
70th Birthday of MARGARET VAN GESTEL

Katie Schroder and her husband, Jamie Pitman are off to 
Tokyo, Japan for two years. In August Katie will begin teach-
ing at Nichimashi International School, after teaching at St 
Anne’s Park Orchards for thirteen years. They are both looking 
forward to the adventure and learning ahead of them.
Congratulations Katie & Jaime on having the courage to 
undertake a new direction – They don’t know it yet but I am 
hoping to recruit them, and their nephew Jack, as Foreign 
Correspondents for The Spirit.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katie Schroder and her husband, Jamie Pitman are off to Tokyo, Japan for two years. In August 
Katie will begin teaching at Nichimashi International School, after teaching at St Anne’s Park 
Orchards for thirteen years. They are both looking forward to the adventure and learning ahead 
of them. 
 
 

Off to Tokyo

AND THE WINNER IS...
Congratulations to Mike Haw the winner of our competition to 
design a new masthead for The Spirit magazine.

Mike submitted a number of designs and has continued to work 
on various formats and changes to come up with the editions 
new banner – We thank him for his efforts and hope he enjoys 
spending the $100 EASTLAND Voucher prize.

We gratefully acknowledge Tobin Brothers Ringwood for their 
generosity in donating this wonderful prize.  Tobin Brothers have been 
supporters of The Spirit magazine since its inception over 30 years ago, 
as regular advertisers and also provided great assistance in helping 
with training of volunteers when the Grief Ministry Team was formed 
somewhere in the 1990’s. (You know I’m not good with dates!) 
Thank you Tobin Brothers for your ongoing valued support of our 
parish communities _ It is greatly appreciated.

Fr Joe presenting Mike with his prize - $100 Eastland Voucher  courtesy 
of Tobin Brothers Funerals Ringwood

331 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood.
Telephone: (03) 9840 1155

Branch Manager: Melissa Laird
For 24 Hours Service and Enquiries

Please telephone our Funeral Advice Line: (03) 9373 7000
www.tobinbrothers.com.au

Congratulations to Margaret seen here celebrating with husband Fred and the 
family.
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Wedding Anniversary
James & Jocelyn D’Souza – 50 Years of Wedded Bliss

Mum and dad married in Bombay on 27 December 1967. Trina 
was born in December 1968.  They moved to Australia the next 
year, with myself, and Trason born here. They built their house 
in Ringwood in 1974 and joined Holy Spirit Parish when it first 
started, and moved their children to Holy Spirit school when it 
first started.  

In the last 50 years they 
have travelled far and 
wide - Alaska, South 
America, Europe, Egypt 
and just recently to 
Cambodia and New 
Zealand.  They have 
seven grandchildren, 
Rhys, Tash and Jimmy 
Kennedy, Bryony, Ronin 
and Anelise May and 
Christian D’Souza.  They 
are also godparents to 
Xavier Konynenburg. 

Trixie Kennedy

Around the Parish
Dear Holy Spirit Community
First of all, I miss helping the parish house staff team on a Friday 
from 9.20am to 1pm.  Thank you to everyone who remembered 
my 40th birthday.  You are probably wondering where I am now.  
Thankyou to everyone who I have spoken to at Holy Spirit from 
my birth in 1977 till now.  I have spoken to over 100 people.  I 
am temporarily living at Westley Garden SRS in Ferntree Gully.  
The SRS is for people who are unable to look after themselves 
or cannot live independently.  I miss talking to new and regular 
people before and after Mass at 6pm, 9am and 10.30am.  A big 
thankyou goes to Father Joe who has made me at home at Holy 
Spirit and for allowing me to ask any good questions to any 
willing parishioner. 

At Westley Garden SRS, the meals are very tasty and healthy.  It 
also caters for residents with Diabetes 2.  Residents are diabetic 
and are given 2 arrowroot biscuits for morning and afternoon 
tea.  Some of the meals the SRS offer are lasagne for lunch, 
chicken wings for dinner, dim sims for dinner, sausages in rolls 
for lunch.  If you want any more information regarding SRS, 
please contact me and I will be happy to give more informa-
tion.  Some residents hate to be stuck at the SRS, so residents 
are invited to come to one, two, three or four types of outings.  
The first type of outing is a weekly art class or group at Burrin-
ja Cultural Centre, which is located at the corner of Hatter Rd 
and Glenfern Rd. in Upwey.  How to go there is Wantirna Road, 
Boronia Road, Stud Road, Burwood Highway, Glenfern Road.  If 
you like green hills, turn right and go west along Glenfern Road 
and it will lead you into beautiful scenery and a view of the city 
buildings and Ferntree Gully Road and Wheelers Hill.  I do not 
know when I will be moving back to live with my mother.  The 
second type of outing is a social card group on every second 
Wednesday in Boronia.  The 300 is a church group, not Catholic.   
It is another religion.  The last type of outing is a Christmas day 
outing to St. John the Baptist Church for a Christmas lunch. I 
hope the information will fill you in on the whereabouts of me.  
Have an excellent 2018 and I will see you soon hopefully.

Christian Heskett

 

We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239
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Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 
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lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries
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A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.

2 SEPTEMBER 2013
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au

Reading Links 
The Wall of Mercy was a Special project for the Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy 2015 – 2016.   Parishioners were 
invited to complete a plaque to honour someone who 
stood out in the given parishioners own life, family & parish 
community as a “face of Mercy” and explain why they were 
chosen.  The plaques were then mounted on the back wall 
of the church for about twelve months, making up the 
parish “Wall of Mercy”.

The project has now been dismantled, however, this link 
will take you to the photos and stories of those honoured.  I 
regret we simply did not have room to publish in full in this 
edition of The Spirit, however, please visit our Wall of Mercy 
through the link.

We give grateful thanks to all who participated in this 
special project to mark the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy.  We also give thanks for all those who were named 
and honoured on the wall, whose lives and legacy continue 
to inspire acts of love and mercy in our world.

http://www.cam.org.au/portals/47/Images/YearOfMercy/
Plaques/Full/wallofMercy2.jpg
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Shelah Batson - 80th Birthday Celebration
 On Saturday January 20th 2018 the Batson 
family marked this milestone with a surprise 
birthday celebration held at ‘Oscars on Yarra’ 
in Millgrove. Shelah was kept in the dark as 
to what was going on, simply being told by 
the family “Not to arrange anything for the 
day”.

On the Friday afternoon, Shelah’s daughter 
in law turned up with a new dress and told 
Shelah “This is for you to wear tomorrow” 
and “Be ready to be collected at 12.15pm.”

At the appointed time Shelah and Bill were 
collected by an open topped 1946 Mk 4 Jag-
uar and taken for a pleasant drive around 
the Dandenongs, after which the driver 
brought them to Oscars, whereupon they 
were greeted when they pulled up outside 
the venue, to a rousing rendition of Happy 
Birthday by the assembled partygoers.

Oscars on Yarra was chosen due to it being 
first built back in the 1930’s – the era Shelah 
was born.
At the venue a 30’s themed ‘High Tea’ was 
held with about 80 people in attendance, 
This group made up of 31 immediate family, 
some travelling interstate from Rockhamp-
ton and the Gold Coast to attend this 
momentous occasion. Guests in attendance 
were made up mostly from a mixture of 
long term friends from England, friends 
from Holy Spirit Parish, The Maroondah 
Bushwalking Club, and Women of Words 
Book Group.

A little bit about Shelah:

Born on 20th January 1938 in Birmingham, 
England, the eldest of three children, with 
her younger sister Mary and younger again 
brother Peter, who all grew up in a comfort-
able duplex located in Quinton, Birming-
ham.
After leaving school at age of 18, Shelah 
first worked in the offices of Cadbury in 
Bourneville, Birmingham, before training as 
a Comptometrist. She then worked in the 
wages office of the English equivalent of the 

SEC and later at a big firm in Birmingham. 
It was after work one night in November, 
freezing cold and pouring with rain; with 
peak hour traffic at a standstill and the 
buses unable to get through; that amid the 
chaos and the complaints of the people 
queuing for buses, a young man in the 
queue near her, gave her a smile. His name 
Bill Batson.
After three and a half years of courting and 
only six days after marrying Bill, in Our Lady 
and St. Kenelm’s Church, in Halesowen in 
1963, the young couple made their escape 
to the warmer climes of Australia, first 
settling in Glen Iris, where they had their 
first two of eight children. Then in 1964, 
they purchased a block of land in Ringwood 
North and in 1966 built the home that we 
know and love today.
For the next 30-odd years, life for Shelah 

mostly revolved around raising a growing 
family. Shelah’s sister Mary moved to Austra-
lia in 1968, and in 1972 so too did Shelah’s 
mother. With 8 children, a sister and mother, 
and over time 11 grandchildren, the Batson 
home at times was a very busy and lively 
place!
Amongst raising her family, Shelah has 
always been passionate about her faith 
and involvement in the Parish community, 
firstly with Our Lady’s Ringwood, then with 
the formation 
of Holy Spirit 
and it has been 
ongoing since. 
From being 
involved with 
the R.C.I.A. for 
19 years and on 
the Communion 
Service roster, 
to volunteering 
for anything and 
everything that 
needed to be 
done.

Shelah is never 
scared of hard 
work or getting 
her hands 
dirty, enjoying the companionship of the 
community and doing what it takes to get 
things done.

As the kids grew up and moved on, Shelah 
found she had more time to pursue her own 
loves, joining a bushwalking club, work-
ing in her garden, voluntary work and the 
purchase of a caravan and new car to tow 
it. Together Shelah and Bill have traversed a 
good deal of Eastern, Central and Southern 
Australia and a little of the West too (Got to 
do the Nullarbor at least once) along with 
an extended holiday around New Zealand. 
Shelah loves to travel and take the time to 
enjoy each new place she visits.

Bill became an Australian Citizen in 1985 
and Shelah in 1986. Ask Shelah her nation-
ality, and she will tell you - ”English by birth, 
Australian by choice” and ask them why 
they have never been back to England -“We 
would rather see our chosen country first”

As with everything Shelah does, her love 
of bushwalking, climbing every mountain 
in sight, camping, caravanning, work in the 
community, gardening, not to mention 
the dedicated care to her sister Mary, are 
all admirable and are especially amazing 
achievements to still be tackling at 80 years 
of age. 30 years ago Shelah and Bill joined 
the Maroondah Bushwalking Club, and 

for several years now Shelah has led walks 
almost every Wednesday, which also means 
that she and Bill have to do reconnaissance 
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A Snapshot!
Name: Mike Bowden

Role in the Parish/
School: Regular 
contributor of Gospel 
commentaries for The 
Spirit magazine

My earliest memory…. 
Playing mud pies in 
the front yard of my 
home, which was my 

grandfather’s home. My grandmother had passed away 
and mum and dad when married moved in with mum’s 
father. It was great growing up in an extended family.

At school I always……Incredibly active. I loved sport 
and learning.

My first relationship was …..With my mum

My drink of choice…..Coffee (plunger)

 My father always told me…...Be kind to your sister!

I wish I had….Nothing - I have it all

I wish I hadn’t…..Nothing – I have learnt from 
everything I’ve done both good and bad. 

My most humiliating moment…..Getting dropped 

from the Richmond football teams the week after 
playing in front of the Queen! Nah there must be worse 
things than getting dropped. 

My happiest moment…..Marrying Jude

At home I cook …...Apricot Chicken!

My favourite gadget is…..My computer

The book that changed my life …..Iwenhe Tyerrtye – 
what it means to be an Aboriginal person.

I’m loving …..Life

Friends say I am…….Passionate

If only I could…..Sing!

The last big belly laugh I had…..Watching my 
grandson do somersaults on the trampoline – he’s 16 
months.

What I don’t find amusing is…...Injustice

 I’m always being asked….“What am I doing today?” by 
my beautiful wife who has fronto-temporal dementia

My favourite game is….. AFL

At the moment I’m reading….Long History – Deep 
History (a study of Pitjantjatjara religion)

If I were a car I’d be…..A Landcruiser

 I often wonder about...Space/Time

walks too ( sometimes as many as four ) as 
well as the paper work that goes with the 
job.
                                                                                                                                               
As anyone who knows Shelah well, she is a 
lady that is a silent achiever, preferring to be 
in the background doing what needs to be 
done, focussed on the end goal. She appreci-
ates and derives a lot of pleasure from the 
simple things in life and today would’ve 

been happy with a picnic in the park with 
her family……… and this is a big part of the 
reason why her 80th celebrations were as 
big as they were, her achievements and her 
milestone birthday needed to be more for-
mally recognised by her family and friends.

These are just a small snippets of Shelah’s 
life and the qualities that we all love, respect, 
and admire you for.  All your family and 

friends here this afternoon pay tribute to the 
generous, loving life you have lived, and for 
everything you have given us all

 - The Batson Clan

Thank you to Andrew Ruigrock for providing us 
with this article and photo’s.

Reading Links
image@imagejournal.org
A Quiet Witness to Compassion – THE 
HUNGER SAINT by Olivia Kate Cerrone
https://www.columban.org.au/me-
dia-and-publications

Columban off to the Commonwealth 
Games – Read about Fr Warren Kinne off to 
the Commonwealth games as a volunteer 
chaplain.
http://www.loreto.org.au/if-you-want-to/
Loreto Sisters Spreading Gods love

Archdiocese of Melbourne – mc news – 
Unfortunately I am unable to provide a link 
for this publication but well worth  a trip 
to Google to find it – Then you can enroll 
to receive weekly.

The Good Samaritans Newsletter – Stand-
ing on the Edge back, at what is keeping 
me unreceptive, says Sister Catherine 
Slattery.

http://www.goodsams.org.au/article/
standing-on-the-edge/
Campion Centre of Ignation Spirituality 
2018 Program
http://www.cis.jesuit.org.au/images/ACIS-
2018-Program.pdf

ALETIA
Why Women need to stop saying “Im too 
old to learn that” – Aleteia
https://aleteia.org/2018/01/18/why-wom-
en-need-to-stop-saying-im-too-old-to-
learn-that/?utm_campaign=NL_en&utm_

source=daily_newsletter&utm_medium=-
mail&utm_content=NL_en

Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations
https://cac.org/sign-up/?utm_medium=e-
mail&utm_campaign=2018-01-17%20
DM&utm_content=2018-01-17%20
DM+CID_e498cc6dc7dfce8c2477b-
62c08999379&utm_source=Cam-
paign%20
Clericalism seems to be THE topic of the 
moment – Here is another article from 
Eureka Street’s, Andrew Hamilton which 
you may wish to read.

https://eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx-
?aeid=54708
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“When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother Mary 
comes to me-Speaking words of wisdom: Let it be.”
Dreams have always been good to 
Paul McCartney. One morning in 1965 
he famously awoke with the tune for 
“Yesterday” fully formed, its melancholy 
melody belaying his ultra sunny reputation 
as the Cute Beatle. His troubles had seemed 
so far away during these heady days of 
mop-topped mania, but three years later 
the dream shared with his band mates had 
transformed into a nightmare of creative 
disagreements, business squabbles, and 
personality clashes. “I was going through 
a really difficult time around the autumn 
of 1968,” McCartney later recalled in Marlo 
Thomas’ book, The Right Words at the Right 
Time. “It was late in the Beatles’ career and 
we had begun making a new album, a 
follow-up to the ‘White Album.’ As a group 
we were starting to have problems. I think I 
was sensing the Beatles were breaking up, 
so I was staying up late at night, drinking, 
doing drugs, clubbing, the way a lot of 
people were at the time. I was really living 
and playing hard.”

It was then, during one of the brief bouts 
of fitful sleep that managed to punctuate 
his insomnia, that he was visited in his 
dreams yet again — this time by a soothing 
presence of faith and fortitude. Waking the 
next morning feeling restored, McCartney 
put pen to paper for a new song that 
recalled this moving experience.

When I find myself in times of trouble, 
Mother Mary comes to me/Speaking words 
of wisdom: Let it be.

In years to come, fans across the globe 
would interpret this figure as the Virgin 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, but the truth was 
much was more literal for the song’s 
composer. He had felt the warm comfort of 
his own mother, Mary Mohin McCartney, 
who succumbed to breast cancer when 
he was just 14 years old. “I had a dream I 
saw my mum, who’d been dead 10 years 
or so,” he told author Barry Miles in the 
authorized biography, Many Years from 
Now. “It was so great to see her because 
that’s a wonderful thing about dreams: you 
actually are reunited with that person for 
a second; there they are and you appear 
to both be physically together again. It 
was so wonderful for me and she was very 
reassuring. In the dream she said, ‘It’ll be all 
right.’ I’m not sure if she used the words ‘Let 
it be’ but that was the gist of her advice. It 
was, ‘Don’t worry too much, it will turn out 

OK.’ It was such a sweet dream I woke up 
thinking, ‘Oh, it was really great to visit with 
her again.’ I felt very blessed to have that 
dream. So that got me writing the song ‘Let 
It Be.’”

The words were drawn from the same 
subconscious wellspring that provided 
the mournful lyrics for “Yesterday.” Mary’s 
sudden death devastated the McCartney 
family, for whom she was a primary source 
of strength and support. “She had been 
a nurse, my mum, and very hardworking, 
because she wanted the best for us. We 
weren’t a well-off family—we didn’t have 
a car, we just about had a television—so 
both of my parents went out to work, and 
Mum contributed a good half to the family 
income. At night when she came home, 
she would cook, so we didn’t have a lot of 
time with each other. But she was just a 
very comforting presence in my life.” Kept in 
the dark about her illness, McCartney was 
so numbed by the shock of the loss that 
his first reaction was to blurt: “What are we 
going to do without her money?” It was a 
line that would haunt him for years to come.

McCartney would cope with his grief by 
throwing himself into mastering the guitar. 
It would also serve as the foundation of his 
friendship with John Lennon, who would 
lose his mother less than two years later in 
a traffic accident. “That became a very big 
bond between John and me,” McCartney 
said during the Beatles’ Anthology 
documentary. “We both had this emotional 
turmoil which we had to deal with and, 
being teenagers, we had to deal with it very 
quickly.” Together, they pushed each other 
to create. Though it may be a stretch to say 
that McCartney’s earliest songwriting effort, 
“I Lost My Little Girl,” was directly inspired 
by the family trauma, “Yesterday” becomes 
especially poignant when imagined from 
the perspective of a bewildered young boy 
who said the wrong thing after mother had 
abruptly been taken away.

“Why she had to go 
I don’t know, she 
wouldn’t say/I said 
something wrong, now I 
long for yesterday.”

While “Yesterday” impeded on his carefree 
days of fame, fortune and adulation with 
memories of deep regret, “Let It Be” is its 
mirror image—offering hope from deep 
within his darkest place. “I woke up with 
a great feeling. It was really like she had 
visited me at this very difficult point in my 
life and gave me this message: Be gentle, 
don’t fight things, just try and go with the 
flow and it will all work out.”

The song would first take shape in January 
1969, during the torturous sessions for what 
was then known as Get Back, a multimedia 
project combining a television special with 
a live album. Relations between the Beatles 
were even more fractious than they were 
while recording the White Album six months 
earlier, and McCartney felt the group 
crumbling beyond repair. Thankfully, his 
spirits were bolstered by the new woman 
in his life: future wife Linda Eastman. “Not 
very long after the dream, I got together 
with Linda, which was the saving of me,” he 
recalled. “And it was as if my mum had sent 
her, you could say.”

The Get Back experience was so unpleasant 
that the tapes were shelved for a year, 
during which time the Beatles managed to 
record one final album, Abbey Road, named 
for their longtime creative home. McCartney 
would return there on January 4, 1970, 
along with George Harrison and Ringo Starr, 
to put the final touches on the previously 
recorded “Let It Be.” In circumstances 
befitting their estrangement, Lennon was 
absent for the session; instead Linda stayed 
by McCartney’s side for encouragement 
and, unusually, creative input. “The song 
is one of the first things Linda and I ever 
did together musically,” he remembered. 
“I just thought, ‘Oh it would be good to try 
harmony in mind.’ Although Linda wasn’t 
a professional singer, I’d heard her sing 
around the house, and knew she could hold 
a note and sing that high. So she tried it, 
and it worked and it stayed on the record. 
You can hear it to this day.” Harrison would 
also contribute backing vocals and a new 
guitar solo, concluding the Beatles’ final 
session as a group.

“Let It Be” would serve as the band’s last 
single before their split was announced 
in April, and also as the title track to their 
swansong LP released one month later. It 
has since achieved the status of a beloved 
modern hymn, bringing joy and inspiration 



MARCH 18 11

First Sunday in Lent 2018 
Mark 1: 12-15
2 The Spirit immediately drove Jesus out 
into the wilderness. 13 He remained in the 
wilderness for forty days being tempted 
by the devil.   He was there with the wild 
beasts, and the angels took care of him. 4 
After John’s arrest, Jesus went into Galilee, 
announcing the good news of God15 and 
saying, “The appointed time had been 
completed and the kingdom of God had 
drawn close.  Change your attitudes and 
believe in the good news.”

Reflection
Is the wilderness where you get lost – or is it 
where you find yourself? 

I remember when I was nineteen seeing 
the film Dr Zhivago. I can’t really remember 
the film, except that Julie Christie, who 
played Lara, Zhivago’s love interest, was so 
exquisitely beautiful. Well there was another 
scene! It was of a steam train ploughing 
its way across the frozen Russian steppe 
in the middle of winter that, to my mind 
at the time, summed up wilderness. It 
seemed inescapable and forbidding. Now 
that I have lived in the centre of Australia 
for so long there are different images. For 
many Australians going into the wilderness 
may seem to be a frightful challenge, 
perhaps a deadly one. Australians know 
well the dangers of the bush. There’s desert, 
thirst, disaster, snakes, flooded roads, 
being lost, death, all, compounding in our 
understanding of the remote outback. We 
even hear stories of Aboriginal people, who 
through being poorly prepared or driving 
inadequate vehicles, becoming stranded 
and dying of thirst in the deserts of Central 
Australia. On the other hand, I have seen 
Uluru and Kata Tjuta. The first time I saw 
Uluru I couldn’t see it. I looked and looked 
but all was blackness. We arrived at night 
when there was no moon. I was travelling 

with Pitjantjatjara friends who 
had family at Mutijulu and they 
took us to a campsite right next 
to the Rock. As the sun rose in the 
morning and the huge monolith 
appeared out of the shimmering 
morning above us I awoke (came 
alive) to an unforgettable moment of awe 
and ecstasy. I’ve walked Kings Canyon at 
Watarrke, which is breathtaking and mind-
blowing. Here, where an amazing sculptor 
has carved incredible beauty out of solid 
rock, the wilderness inspires and wakes the 
soul. However, danger lurks all the time. One 
false step on the Canyon walk at Watarrka 
and death awaits below. I remember piggy-
backing our youngest son Patrick, aged just 
under 4 and fully asleep, on the return trip 
from the top of the climb to the carpark 
in the middle of the afternoon. I arrived 
exhausted and pretty sure that some silent 
angels must have been taking care of me 
and Pat all the while. 

There is another wilderness, a place of 
abandonment and fear. We can go there 
without leaving the room. Jude and I now 
live in one room, our granny flat in the 
backyard at Majella’s. Yesterday I felt pretty 
much in the wilderness. Jude had wet the 
bed three times over the last four days, and 
on the other day had used my computer 
chair as a toilet, and I came a cropper. What 
to do? What is happening? How to care for 
her? This is a wilderness unlike our trips to 
far flung places, which we chose to do. This 
is wilderness inserting itself and I don’t want 
to go there. This fearful wilderness. In this 
wilderness only devils appear to taunt me. 
“I’m not up to this.” From this wilderness 
there seems no escape. Wilderness is not 
a place. Wilderness is a metaphor. The 
metaphor of Uluru is awakening. The 
metaphor of bed-wetting is despair. It 
depends on me which metaphor I choose 

to use – the sustaining one or the soul-
destroying one. 

This little shed where we live is, as I’ve 
written before, beside a hill in the foothills 
of the MacDonnell Ranges. Majella and 
Gordon have cleared a path to a little sitting 
place where we now have some chairs 
stationed for quiet, cooler evenings. Last 
night our little (extended) family went up 
the hill and watched the sun set gloriously 
over Mt Gillen. The sun’s declining rays 
refracted through fiery, red clouds for just 
a few minutes. Time enough to soothe the 
soul. Time enough to see a better world in 
the Kin-dom of God. 

Some translations of verse Mark 1:15 have 
“Repent and believe the Good News”. Fr 
John McKinnon has “Change your attitudes 
and believe the Good News” Instead of 
Repent, could I suggest another way of 
looking at life – Believe the Good News and 
Rejoice – because last night we had a dry 
bed!

This rejoicing does not come from nowhere. 
During Friday I spoke to four health 
professionals in the continence field, and 
Kane our third son and, Frank my younger 
brother (a doctor) and one close friend of 
Jude’s (a friend who came and collected her 
for coffee this morning). And in their advice 
and unwavering support I was able to see 
what the crimson cloud meant. Jude was 
not the only one who slept well. 

Thank you to Michael Bowden for his Reflections on the 

Gospels of Mark and for his permission to reprint.

to untold millions. In 1986 it was chosen 
as the star-studded finale at the London 
stage of Live Aid, beaming Mary’s heavenly 
message of faith across the globe. The song 
would bring solace to its author once again 
in 1998, when a crowd of 700 sang it at a 
memorial service for Linda, who had lost her 
battle with breast cancer. For McCartney, it 
was a heartbreaking echo of the tragedy he 
endured as a child, but music continued to 
see him through.

Despite its intensely personal meaning, 
McCartney has remained good-natured 
about some of more pious interpretations. 
“Mother Mary makes it a quasi-religious 
thing, so you can take it that way, I don’t 
mind,” he told Miles. “I’m quite happy if 
people want to use it to shore up their faith. I 
have no problem with that. I think it’s a great 
thing to have faith of any sort, particularly in 
the world we live in.” 

This article was printed from Aletia.or

https://aleteia.org/2017/12/29/let-it-be-the-
truth-behind-paul-mccartneys-heavenly-visit-
from-mother-mary/#.WkcZg6nWpN4.email

This article was reprinted from Aletia.org – 
and,we gratefully acknowledge the author and 
Aletia for permission to reprint.
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EVERGREENS’
REPORT

We are a group of 40+ senior parishioners 
and friends, who meet each month for Mass, 
morning tea and friendship, usually with an 
informative guest speaker.

The most important feature of the group is 
the support we offer each other. We also have 
an outing each month to a place of interest.  
However, because of bus hire being so costly 
now, we are planning for more local outings, 
where we can use cars to transport.If you 
have thought about joining us, please do so.

We welcome anyone who wants to come 
along and enjoy our social get-
togethers either as an Evergreen or as a 
member of the support team.

Contact Jean on 9876 2204 for more 
information,or Shirley on 9870 1396  
for outings.

FOR THE NEW YEAR

I am the new year. 
I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 
I am your next chance at the art of living. 
I am your opportunity to practice what you 
have learned during the last 12 months 
about life. 
All that you sought the past year and failed 
to find is hidden in me; 
I am waiting for you to search it out again 
with more determination. 
All the good that you tried to do for others 
and didn’t achieve last year is mine to grant 
– providing you have fewer selfish and 
conflicting desires. 
In me lies the potential of all that you have 
dreamed but didn’t dare to do, all that you 
hoped but did not perform, all that you 
prayed for but did not yet experience. 
These dreams slumber lightly, waiting to 
be awakened by the touch of an enduring 
purpose. 
I am your opportunity to renew your 
allegiance to Christ, who said, 
“Behold, I make all things new” (Rev. 21:5) 
From Dr. Heather Wheat L.A.C.V. (with permission)

80th Birthdays  

Christmas Party at Dorset Garden

Emily McGowan helping draw lucky 
numbers at Christmas partyLovely to have Eona visit for the Memorial Mass

Shelah Batson 

Val Wright , and Peggy

Peggy
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JOIN A CLUB  
ANY CLUB!
Whether it’s your local Life Activities Club, 
a sporting club, choir or a combination of 
many local clubs, belonging to a club is one 
of the secret ingredients to living longer 
and more happily.  Life Activities Club 
members will attest to that from personal 
experience.  Scientific research over many 
years however, while not broadly publicised, 
supports this.  A research group from the 
University of Queensland reported in the 
British Medical Journal Open, January 2016, 
that the effect on health and wellbeing of 
social group membership was comparable 

to that of physical exercise.  In a recent 
study of Life Activities Club members, Dr. 
Gabrielle Lindsay Smith from the Institute 
of Sport, Exercise and Active Living, Victoria 
University, explored the effectiveness of 
LACs in delivering benefits to members.  
Among a number of outcomes, participants 
surveyed felt they gained health benefits 
from their membership.   Moreover the 
survey found that people who took part of 
physical activities at their club improved the 
mental quality of their life.  A key finding 
for individuals was that the activities were 
fun and enjoyable in themselves, but 
importantly also they felt that there were 
important social interactions that came with 
participation.

It’s not a new story, but those planning their 
retirement would do well to remember that 
planning for the future is not only about 
how to manage finances and medical care 
and exercise (both mental and physical).  
Such future planning needs to include 
social elements.  This comprehensive and 
holistic approach to retirement goes to the 
origins of the LAC movement in the early 
1970s.  Indeed there are a number of clubs 
that have survived since those early days 
and many clubs have very active involved 
members in their 80s and 90s.  Club 
membership is a good formula to improve 
quality of life for the individual as well as the 
community.

 

Volunteers Needed  Volunteers Wanted Eastern Health has completed building a new Breast and Cancer Centre 
located at Maroondah Hospital and it will be opening on Friday 6th of April. We are looking for volunteers to assist us in a patient 
simulation (9am – 12.30) exercise on Wednesday 21 March. We would like to test our patient, system and information flows before 
commencing. Your involvement (appropriately 1 hour) would involve visiting the new centre and completing one or multiple 
appointments and providing feedback on your experience. If you are available for 1 hour and interested in assisting please email 
Julia : Julia.dale2@easternhealth.org
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Holy Spirit Parish – Divine Renovation, Setting Sail

Background

On Wednesday the 16th November 2016, about ten parishioners 
attended a very inspirational evening in the company of around 
325 people from across the Melbourne Archdiocese and beyond. 
The guest speaker for the event was Fr. James Mallon, Parish 
Priest of St Benedict’s, Halifax, Nova Scotia (a province of Canada). 
Highly acclaimed for his work with parish renewal and the New 
Evangelisation, Fr James shared practical ways to inject new life into 
parishes.

Fr James was inspirational.  We ten were on fire!  Fr. James had 
shone the light of the Holy Spirit on us and reminded us of what we 
should be as a Church and Parish.

On 16th February 2017, a presentation was given at the Parish 
Pastoral Council meeting in order to share Fr. Mallon’s vision and 
discuss the possible application for the future direction of Holy 
Spirit. Fr. Joe, members of the PPC, Finance committee and others in 
key leadership roles were present. The proposal to move forward by 
promoting broad readership of the book amongst all parishioners 
over the coming months was agreed by those in attendance. Hence 
the parish renewal project “Renovation @ Holy Spirit-it’s Divine!” 
began.

Divine Renovation Developments to date

Date    Milestone

22/02/2017 Post presentation review. Formation of book  
 discussion groups. Of the parishioners who read  
 Father James book and could make time, around  
 50 met spread over 4 separate groups to discuss 
  the book and what it meant to us as a parish over  
 three fortnights. 

11-12/03/2017 Presentation to wider parishioners during 
  weekend Masses 

04/06/2017 Pentecost Decision – Parish Forum  
 “Big Book Discussion Group” mass / lunch.   
 Attended by over 70 parishioners.  Decision taken  
 to move from a Maintenance to a Missional Parish 
  following the Divine Renovation model. 

10/06/2017 Name Tags introduced to weekend Masses,  
 Welcoming subcommittee formed  
 (DR Action Teams: 
 •Hospitality & Welcome 
 •Liturgy & Celebration

28/09/2017 New PPC established with a more strategic focus  
 in support of Divine Renovation.  First meeting

11-12/2017 Christmas Masses [DRAT: Liturgy & Celebration /  
 Hospitality & Welcome Action Team involvement]

The two key structural changes have taken place in the Parish in the 
last 6 months involving:

1. Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)   2. Divine Renovation Action Team (DRAT)

1. Revamp of the Parish Pastoral Council

• Moving it to a more strategically focused group responsible for: 
 -developing the parish vision and purpose statements, 
 -aligning and evaluating ministries against the vision 
  statement, and 
 -working out the broad strategy for a five-year plan.

• Dozens of vision statements have been prepared by parishioners 
already.  The PPC will draw from these to develop our parish vision 
in support of the Divine Renovation.  The PPC is chaired by Dominic 
North-Coombes.

• The change-over of the original founding DR team (core group) 
to the current Divine Renovation Action Team: Leadership, which 
continues to be chaired by Mary Ryan. 

• We have an established a database of DR contacts (82), 
parishioners and friends interested in participating in and being 
informed of developments regarding Divine Renovation.  (We do 
need to make better use of this resource.)

• Our initial focus is on the following two areas, each of which is 
served by a DR Action teams:

Hospitality and Welcome

• We are working to reawaken and strengthen our welcoming 
nature.  Calling all parishioners and friends old and new to Holy 
Spirit to be part of the regeneration, part of us and to participate 
strongly as welcoming people to each other and to new people as 
well.  We want to be famous for it! This work kicked off in June 2017 
and is probably the most visible sign of the Divine Renovation work 
to date.  And it’s fun!  We think it’s already making a big difference 
to how we see ourselves and other see us.

• Name tags – We started with one board and now have two which 
are both pretty much full – 340 names!  Having established a 
process of Welcoming that’s been embraced by the Parish, we are 
now looking to invest in a more substantial cabinet to house the 
name tags.  At the same time, we are thinking of ways to renovate 
the entrance of the Church to make it more inviting as well as more 
functional.

•Reviewing how we do post mass tea and coffee so that 
parishioners feel welcome to relax and chat.  We can foresee post 
mass discussion groups forming in the future.

•Reviewing the role of the Mass Captain and the way we start 
masses to make them more welcoming but also finding ways to 
help parishioners better tune in to the significance of the Mass.

PPC 
Parish House 

Finance Commitee

Divine Renovation 
Leadership Team Parish Groups

communication communication



MARCH 18 15

•Seating at the 10:30 mass has been re-arranged to similarly make 
for a more friendly atmosphere.

Liturgy & Celebration

Our Christmas Masses were a focus last year.  The special 
introduction to bring everyone together at the start of mass and the 
communal holding of hands at the end were inspiring and moving.

Father Joe frequently now steps from the altar to speak from the 
floor with the congregation making for more a more immediate 
personal experience of his sermons. He’s taken his homilies to a new 
level too.

•Masses now always include a hymn of praise. 
•We’re of course approaching the Lenten Season and Easter masses 
next.

Next

We think we are ready to energise more of our parish in Divine 
Renovation by conducting an Alpha program.  Four parishioners 
have participated in such a program in the last six months and many 
of the DRAT Leadership are looking to attend a training day at the 
end of February.  Armed with that we plan to kick off a Holy Spirit’s 
first Alpha program soon after.

Find out more and join in.

Find out more at http://www.cam.org.au/holyspirit/Parish-Groups/
Renovation-Holy-Spirit and contact us at renovation@holyspiritparish.
org.au.

Vale Noel Richardson 
Noel Francis Richardson 1 May 1942 – 21 January 2018
Noel died unexpectedly whilst looking forward to a necessary 
surgery that was to have improved his quality of life.  One cannot 
begin to understand the grief and loss being experienced by wife 
Marea and daughter Monique at this time.  Although no strangers 
to grief, Noel was their “rock” and will continue to be a great loss to 
them and their families, like all of those who grieve,  for the rest of 
their lives.
Please know that your parish community carries you at this time 
of agony, that you will not be forgotten ,and that Noel is forever 
woven in gold into the fabric of this, his Holy Spirit Community 
and will be remembered as the beautiful gentle soul he was.
Rest in peace gentleman Noel.

WORDS
My past week has been a busy one with great empha-
sis on the power of WORDS.  Monday night I attended 
the launch of the Wheeler Centre program for the year, 
which was titled – WORDS ON FIRE – Highlighting the 
immense Power of Words
The evening consisted of a long list of various writers, 
playwrights, poets & performance artists of all ages 
presenting a short – 5 -10 minutes of words in relation 
to topics of importance in their lives, personal, local, 
or world, contexts.  Was mesmerizing powerful stuff!  I 
haven’t stopped thinking about it since.  

Next was Wednesday night at ACU (Australian Catholic 
University) in East Melbourne – The first of a series of 
four lectures on Marks Gospel; the focus for me was 
how the “Words” of another time resonate in today’s 
world.
What jumped out was “who are the possessed; the 
Demonic” in today’s world? 
There, is another month’s worth of thinking!

AND THEN, the new book for our Book Group – a 
challenging read; a biographical look at a time in a 
young woman’s life when addiction ruled her life and 
prostitution funded that lifestyle. 

I was constantly reminded of the quote, ”The pen is 
mightier than the sword”, and my mother taking me 
to task, as a young Primary school aged child.  I had 
been so bold as to use a word for migrants I’d heard 
someone else use at school.  My mother drew herself 
up to a great height as she was wont to do (I thought 
for years she was a tall person) pinned me to the spot 
with “THE LOOK” and uttered the dreaded words “I beg 
your pardon?”  I muttered something about its only a 
word.  Where upon I was informed that there was no 
such thing as ONLY a word.  “When you use terms like 
that, what you are really saying up here (pointing to 
her head) is that I am better than you.  And let me tell 
you madam you are not!”

In a society where bullying by Word is such a major 
cause of harm, perhaps we should all take a moment or 
two to ponder THE POWER OF WORDS.

Just a thought!
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PPC Photo’s & Bios
Stanley Fisher

My name is 
Stanley Fisher, 
born in Colac 
and lived in 
Northcote, 
married to 
Joan(a member 
of the Choir) 
We have a 
daughter 
Rachael, Son-in-
law Dan and 

four fantastic grandsons 
I was employed by Nylex Corporation Ltd 
for 36 years and retired as Human Resources 
Manager at the Mentone plant. 
We have been Parishioners at the Holy 
Spirit for 15 years and have enjoyed our 
association with the people of the Parish 
I have been a member of the Parish Council 
for 7 years and was Chairperson for the past 
4 years.  I have remained on the current 
Committee and will continue to work with 
Father Joe-Dominic-Mary and the members 
of the committees and parishioners to 
ensure the Holy Spirit is a strong and viable 
Parish now and in the future. 
I have been involved in Sporting activities 
for the major part of my life,played 1st 
X1 District  Cricket with Northcote,ex VFL 
umpire and golf which at present is on 
the back burner. My main interests are my 
family,sport,reading,world news and being a 
member of the parish council.

 Duncan Arendse 

Married to Terri 
for 27 years, 3 
children Bernie 
26 a nurse at 
Maroondah, 
Stuart 23 a uni 
student and 
Elizabeth 20 also 
a uni student. I 
live in Croydon 
Hills and started 
as Principal at 
Holy Spirit at the 
beginning of 

2017. I have taught at St Luke’s, Wantirna, 
Don Bosco, Narre Warren and St Mary’s Mt 
Evelyn. I have been Principal at Sacred Heart 
Corryong, St John’s Euroa, St Thomas More, 
Belgrave.

Beth Del Cin
I am 
delighted to 
join the Holy 
Spirit Parish 
Pastoral 
Council (PPC). 
Holy Spirit is 
like a second 
home to me. I 
was baptised 
in the Parish 
by Fr Kevin 
Mogg back 

in 1981, and I attended Holy Spirit Primary 
School where I have made lifelong friends. 
I now live in Croydon with my husband 
and daughter Sophia Rose. I work in the 
legal services sector assisting vulnerable 
clients in our community. Whilst the work 
is challenging, it brings a new dimension 
and perspective on life and provides 
me with a great set of skills that are 
transferrable across a range of fields. I look 
forward to contributing to the work of the 
PPC and continuing to build upon Holy 
Spirit’s incredibly warm and welcoming 
community.

Marilyn Grant

 An only child, born in the early 50’s, I grew 
up in Mitcham. I attended St John’s Primary 
School Mitcham, and then Our Lady of 
Sion College Box Hill. I married young and 
have a son David and a daughter Carolyn. I 
divorced the year my mother died (1988). I 
worked at Monash University in the Finance 
Branch for ten years, retiring when David 
was born. I returned to work in Admin roles 
in 1987. I joined the Holy Spirit Choir in 
1973, and became co leader in 1999. I am 
member of the Liturgy team. I love music, 
gardening, travel and reading and have 
been a member of a book club for over 40 
years.

Carol Harris
“A small snippet 
regarding my 
involvement 
with Holy Spirit 
Parish over the 
last 33 years.  My 
two children 
now grown 
adults went to 
the Parish School 
from prep to 
Grade 6.  Marlo 
my daughter then went to Sion and later to 
Catholic Ladies College. 
Andrew attended Whitefriars College. 
During their primary schooling I was very 
involved with the School and Parish, being 
Social Secretary for the school for a number 
of years and also represented on the Parish 
Committee. During that time I was fortunate 
to make many lifelong friends which has 
enriched my life so much.  During Marlo and 
Andrew’s secondary school years I started 
working full time in the sales and marketing 
area and my involvement was much less. 
Life has turned a full circle, and I am now 
semi-retired and have two grandchildren 
2 ½ and 2 weeks old.  I am able to spend 
much more time with them and look after 
Hudson the 2 ½ year old one day a week.  
My son Andrew is getting married in 
Thailand in May of this year to a wonderful 
Thai lady who Andrew has known for 2 
½years. Hopefully,I will have some more 
grandchildren soon. I now have many 
interests which include voluntary gardening 
at Glen Park Community Centre, Support 
Committee with the beautiful Evergreens 
and now representing them on the Parish 
Council.  Like many people, who have led a 
busy work life, I am now able to give back to 
our great Holy Spirit Community and make 
up for the years spent working full time. I 
love gardening, theatre, movies, reading, 
dining out and dinner parties (love cooking 
still after so many years) and catching up 
with friends and broadening my circle of 
friends.  Life is rich and full and joyous for 
me and it is nice to sit down with a good 
book and discuss it with my Book Club who I 
meet with once a month. There are so many 
different stages to our life and each one is as 
exciting as the other.  I truly am so fortunate 
to be involved with such a wonderful Parish 
and look forward to a very exciting tenure 
on The Parish Committee.
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Dominic North Coombes
I am married 
with four grown 
up children 
and twelve 
grandchildren. 
We joined Holy 
Spirit Parish in 
December 1989 
with my wife and 
four children, 
two of whom 
attended Holy 
Spirit Community 

School. I served on the Holy Spirit Parish 
Pastoral Council around the mid-nineties 
for about four years. They were pretty full 
on! I became involved with the PPC again 
in 2013 serving as Secretary, and as the 
PPC Representative on the Parish Finance 
Committee from October 2013 until 
disbandment of that PPC in August 2017.  I 
was elected chairperson of the current PPC 
in September 2017. My aim is to lead the 
process of pastoral planning at Holy Spirit 
that will make us into a healthy, vibrant, 
faith community that people will seek out 
to grow their faith, to mature as Christians, 
and to go out and make a difference to the 
world, and to be a growing community 
where everyone is involved, serves and 
gives.

Maureen Taffe
My name 
is Maureen 
Taffe.  I grew 
up on a farm 
at Pinelodge 
near 

Shepparton.  I was taught by the 
Mercy Nuns at Sacred Heart College in 
Shepparton.   I left the farm at 20 and 
came to Melbourne to experience city life.  
This is where I met Terry from East Keillor, 
we married at St Brendan’s Shepparton in 
1976, 41 yrs ago.   We are blessed with 4 
children Michael, Lauren, Jenny & Jayne, 
all who are now married and we have 3 
grandchildren and another due in March.  
We have been involved with many parishes 
over that time, being on fete committees, 
running craft stalls, special ministers for 
communion etc.   Our last parish Our Lady 
Of The Pines, we belonged to a family group 
to which we are still Leaders today for a 

group of 12 couples, where we all come 
together once a month for a social outings 
and support one another when needed.

We moved to Ringwood from Doncaster 
14 yrs ago, and found Holy Spirit parish a 
very warm and caring parish.  My hope for 
the parish future is for it to become a Life 
Team parish where young children, students 
and elders are more committed to worship 
and grow in a faith community that brings 
people to Christ.

Tina Toomey 

Tina Toomey 
found her 
way to North 
Ringwood in 
1976 when 
she and her 
husband Greg 
built their 1st 
home.  Upon 
attending 
Mass at Holy 
Spirit Parish 

she was re-connected with old friend Fr. 
Kevin Mogg from her early years at St. Pius 
X Parish in West Heidelberg.  Tina later 
became parish secretary, once her children 
had started schooling in Holy Spirit School.  
Tina is still working 2 days a week at Holy 
Spirit as Pastoral Worker, a role that blesses 
her life every day.  Now a grandmother of 5 
she fills her days helping her family, friends, 
elderly aunts and uncles and trying to do 
what she can to make the world a better 
place.

Dale Sebire
Hi, I’m Dale Sebire. We moved into 
Warranwood 20 years ago. Our 3 children 
went to Holy Spirit Primary School.  I’m 
involved with the fete & like to bike ride.

Mary Ryan
 My name is 
Mary Ryan and 
I have been a 
member of Holy 
Spirit Parish for 
twenty years. 
I have always 
loved the warm 
welcoming 
culture and 
the strong 
community 
spirit that 

is so evident. On a personal note, Peter 
and I have been married for thirty-eight 
years, with three married children and 
four gorgeous grandies - all blessing. After 
working happily as Parish RE Co-ordinator at 
Holy Spirit for many years I have moved on 
to a broader role for the Archdiocese in the 
area of Adult Faith Formation, Liturgy and 
Prayer. I’m very fortunate to say that I love 
my job! I feel passionate about sharing the 
Good News of Jesus for the world and am 
delighted that the parish has undertaken to 
embark on the Divine Renovation journey in 
order to move our parish from maintenance 
to mission. So much has already been 
achieved during the past year and the 
change of momentum continues to build...
if you haven’t yet noticed or been caught up 
in the energy and enthusiasm the Spirit has 
released into this project- stand by - it won’t 
be far away, your unique contribution and 
participation is needed and wanted! 

Don Schroder

Came to Holy Spirit in 1976, has spent time 
on Social committee, Parish Council, Liturgy 
committee, set-up teams and Finance Com-
mittee.  Loves the Parish.
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Silvio Volombello
I am 64 and 
have 100 
words to 
summarise 
“me”.  Well 81 
now.  That 
tells you 
something. 
I am married 
to Ada, my 
much, much 

better half and have been so for 43 years.  
We have 4 wonderful children all living 
fulfilling lives.  We have 7 grandchildren and 
each one is so special to us.  We have lived in 
the parish for 38 years and been involved in 
parish life for 35 years. 
I have held positions on School Parents and 
Patrons - Maintenance and President, Parish 
Pastoral Council – Committee member 
and Chairman, Parish Finance Com. – 
Chairperson, Italian Food Fete Stall holder, 
Mass Captain, Set up and Clean, etc, etc.  

Maree Buttler
I’ve been in the 
parish since 
1982 when my 
first daughter 
started school. 
We had just 
spent two 
years in New 
Zealand work-
ing and were 

looking for a house in a good Parish with a 
good Primary school. 37 years later I would 
say that we made a good choice.
I’ve been married for 42 years to Bill and we 
have four daughters and ten grandchildren 
(the number is still growing).
I’m a nurse and still work part time (mainly 
teaching CPR these days). Most of my time 
is spent looking after grandchildren and 
playing music.
I’m an active membership of the Victorian 
Folk Music Club. I play my piano accordion 
for lots of bush dances and singalongs. We 
visit lots of residential and nursing homes 
cheering up residents with our lively music. 
I play the harp which relaxes me as much 
as the listener.  I’m also a member of Sing 
Australia. 
Church music has been a big part of my life. 
In 1987 I started playing the organ at mass 
and participating in lots of music workshops 
in the Dioceses, and started doing song 
rosters for Sunday masses. Since 1999 I have 
co-lead the choir with Marilyn Grant. The 
choir has been a real blessing, singing with 
lots of beautiful people over the years.
I’ve also been involved in liturgy in the Par-
ish (since 1987). I was on the liturgy commit-
tee for 15 years in Father Mogg’s time with 
many inspired people. I feel good liturgy, 
especially at Sunday masses, really enhances 
our faith and life experiences.
I’m excited about the Divine Renovation 
program that has commenced in our parish. 
I’m looking forward to being on the Parish 
Council at such a time of change and faith 
opportunities.

Helen Konynenburg
Our family 
built our 
first home 
and moved 
into the 
area in 
1971.
Our third 
child Luke, 
was bap-
tized by Fr 
Nippard, 

Holy Spirit’s first parish Priest in the lounge 
room of our house, this was the custom as 
there was no church at Holy Spirit at that 
time.  Mass was said at the Uniting Church 
each Sunday.  With several interstate moves 
in between we always returned home. 
Three children and one grandchild have 
been educated at Holy Spirit.  I have been 
involved in the parish in various ways over 
the years first through the school with var-
ious building projects, then with anything 
that came along. I have always felt it to be a 
very non-judgmental, welcoming place as it 
continues to be today.

Holy Land Tour
September 2017 
 
Jennie Blake Coming up to Easter, I have 
been reflecting on on my “once in a lifetime” 
tour to the Holy Land with the Holy Spirit 
Parish Group last September, and would like 
to share what was for me some of the most 
memorable and meaningful parts of our 
journey.

Standing beside (and paddling in) the Sea of 
Galilee, looking across to the Golan Heights, 
was for me one of the easiest places to 
imagine what it was like in Jesus’ time, as it 
has changed comparatively little since Jesus 
walked on its shores, recruited fisherman as 
his disciples and performed miracles.

An absolute highlight was our wooden 
boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and a very 
emotional one when the background music 
played my Mum and Dad’s favourite hymns.

Walking the Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, 
following the Stations of The Cross, a route 

taken by thousands of other pilgrims over 
centuries, brought home the reality of how 
much Jesus suffered but was still able to 
forgive his persecutors.

Having lost a child myself, I felt the pain that 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, must have felt as she 
watched her beloved son carrying his own 
cross, on his way to his death.

JERUSALEM!!!! The name itself is so special, 
one of the oldest cities in the world and of 
utmost religious significance.

I will never forget our arrival into the 
outskirts of Jerusalem to the triumphant 
strains of “The Holy City” and the 
magnificent panoramic views of the Old City 
from Mt Scopus and the Mount of Olives.

In a recent interview, King Abdullah of 
Jordan said:

“Is Jerusalem a city that ends up dividing 
us, which I think would be catastrophic for 
mankind, or is it a city of hope that brings us 
together? It is eternal to Jews, Christians and 
Muslims”.

We all, I am sure, hope that it is the latter.

Walking through the four quarters of the 
Old City - Christian, Armenian, Jewish and 
Muslim - seemingly peaceful as people went 
about their daily life, was another incredible 
experience.

As we toured the Holy Sites in Israel and 
Jordan, I couldn’t help but take notice of 
the many countries of origin of our fellow 
tourists and pilgrims including groups from 
Asia, South America, Europe and Africa.

I was reminded of a hymn I grew up with:

“Thy Hand O God, has guided Thy flock from 
age to age; The wondrous tale is written, Full 
clear on every page; Our fathers owned Thy 
goodness, And we their deeds record; And 
both of this bear witness, One Church, one 
Faith, one Lord”

Thank you Father Joe, Edwina and my fellow 
travellers for making this trip so memorable 
and Catherine and Rheom Travel for making 
it happen.
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End of an Era

Almost 
since our church 

was built some 40 years ago, a group of 
dedicated, generous people have arrived early on Saturday 

mornings to set up and prepare our building for the weekend Masses. Floors had 
to be swept, chairs put in place, carpets rolled out , the altar area vacuumed and toilets checked for 

cleanliness. This has been done without fail for all this time and the teams became very efficient and effective and many 
friendships were formed through this Saturday get together. As the Out of School Hours children now have their own home in the 
old community buildings, if the Holy Spirit School need the Church for assembly, or other activities through the week, they will reset the 
Church for Mass when they finish. Many thanks to Duncan and his team for making this possible. Now due to personal privacy restrictions, 
we are publishing photos of some of the Set Up team but will only refer to them as Team A  B  C  D  E  and F.

If you do recognise any one 
in the photos, feel free to say 

“Thank You for a job well done”
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The garden Of Gethsemane

One of you will betray me.

The modern Pilgrim
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I have again used some 
photos from our journey to 
the Holy Land to bring the 
Easter story to us all.  Most 
of us were surprised to find 
the Way of the Cross, was 
actually through the busy 
marketplace of a town!  
Logical when you stop and 
think, as there would have 
been no political advantage 
in having Jesus progress 
through empty land with no 
one to see his suffering.  

I offer these two pages as 
a place to stop and reflect 
on each of the photo’s, to 
imagine the jostling and 
pushing as people tried to 
go about their daily lives 
in the marketplace, whilst 
Jesus, in agony progressed 
to the place of his death.

For me, having walked the Via Delarosa 
brings the meaning of Easter to my 
everyday life, and the start of Lent, 
especially 2 Corinthians 6:2 reminds me 
of the here and now.  Scripture confirms 
that the acceptable time to be with God 
is always in the now.  Lent gives me the 
opportunity to reflect on the wonderful 
workings of God in the present moments 
of my life.  Although Jesus suffered 
and died on the cross, it was not the 
end, because the greatest saving event 
for each of us is the Resurrection that 
followed. Each week, the Rosary steps me 
through the profound journey towards 
Easter and the hope of salvation, by 
focussing on the here and now.

With my very best wishes - Betty
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Fifth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
2018 

Mark 1. 29-39
 As soon as they left the synagogue, they 
entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-
in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told 
him about her at once. He came and took 
her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the 
fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

 That evening, at sunset, they brought to 
him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. And the whole city was gathered 
around the door. And he cured many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast out 
many demons; and he would not permit the 
demons to speak, because they knew him. 

 In the morning, while it was still very dark, 
he got up and went out to a deserted place, 
and there he prayed. And Simon and his 
companions hunted for him. When they 
found him, they said to him, ‘Everyone is 
searching for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us 
go on to the neighbouring towns, so that 
I may proclaim the message there also; 
for that is what I came out to do.’ And he 
went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 
message in their synagogues and casting 
out demons. 

Reflection
Suffering is the stuff of life. Perhaps we 
could look at Jesus’ life as a life of vicarious 
suffering – suffering in the suffering of 
others. Mark’s gospel introduces us to a 
Jesus who is moved to tears on occasions 
by the suffering of others. One thing is for 
sure he never turns his back or denies his 
care to those who present themselves to 
him. It would be easy to assume that what 
Jesus did was to heal people from diseases 
or sicknesses that today he would not 
be called on to address. Could it be that 
Simon’s mother in law had the pneumonia? 
I’ve had it twice – it’s crippling. I could not 
get off the bed for a week both times, and in 
the first case in Alice Springs 25 years ago, 
the medication the doctor prescribed felt for 
the first two days worse than the illness. So, 
was Jesus providing cures ahead of his time 
– true miracles? I don’t know the answer 
to my own question – because I think the 
question is wrongly put. Pneumonia is 
an infectious disease caught from either 
bacteria or a virus and is treatable, although 

it is a killer of those already medically 
compromised. But the Galileans of Jesus 
time knew nothing about bacteria and 
viruses, or of anti-biotics. There were no 
cures. They thought that diseases were 
the result of some sort of personal failure 
[sin] of the sufferer or of his/her family. The 
fact was that since she was sick Simon’s 
mother in law could not work of provide 
for herself. She was in deadly trouble. She 
has been hit by a double whammy. She has 
a sickness that she can do nothing about 
medically and additionally she is poor and 
powerless in her culture. Simon’s mother 
in law was in serious trouble because it 
appears that because she is living in her 
daughter’s husband’s household she is a 
widow and has no husband or sons to look 
after her interests. Simon, as son in law, had 
no obligation under Jewish custom to care 
for her, but clearly Simon had taken her in. 
Perhaps this is how Jesus recognised Simon 
as someone who would make a disciple, 
because of his compassion and courage to 
act contrary to the rules of a severe culture. 
This is part of the revolutionary doctrine 
Jesus is offering to his new followers. By 
going to her, holding her hand and speaking 
with her he confers a dignity and status on 
her that society refuses to offer. In a sense 
Mark is offering this anecdote from Jesus’ 
ministry early in his gospel as an indicator 
of the sort of journey Jesus was set upon. 
It was the synagogue, mentioned in this 
anecdote as the place Jesus had just left, 
that stood for these unforgiving rules and 
it was those who ran the synagogues who 
were most confronted by Jesus’ behaviour. 
Jesus is acting as an anti-authoritarian in a 
society that is based on hierarchy. He always 
seems to notice where laws cripple the poor 
and marginalised; and at risk to himself, 
he stands up and confronts behaviour, in 
the form of laws, rules, habits, customs or 
attitudes that stand in the way of justice and 
compassion. 

What is Jesus saying about suffering by 
his stance? Before trying to answer this 
question too it is instructive to notice that 
the Church gets the connection of course. 
The First Reading this day is from Job whose 
experience was to challenge God about the 
suffering of the just. 

Jesus own life is a life based on suffering 
– joyful suffering! I can imagine walking 
around with Jesus and seeing him with a 
smile on his face all the time, and seeing 
smiles on the faces of all those around him – 
except the Priests, Pharisees and Sadducees 
– because he was living his life to the full. 
Because as far as Jesus was concerned the 
Kin-dom of God was here, now, right now in 

the midst of a suffering world. But, without 
being a seer of the future, Jesus was smart 
enough to know that his own career was to 
be short and would end badly! He looked 
suffering in the face and kept on smiling 
because he was full of God – and incredibly 
courageous. 

Jesus does not come to wipe away 
suffering but to teach us that suffering is 
life. Remember that God suffers on the 
Cross. God emptied Godself by submitting 
to death on the Cross. And the Cross was 
the Cross of Injustice. Jesus faced death for 
standing up to those who imposed injustice 
on others weaker than they. Jesus calls us by 
his example to confront injustice and suffer. 
We might think that we can oppose injustice 
and not experience any cost. If we do think 
that I reckon we are wrong.

Who is Simon’s mother in law today? This is 
a question I think I can answer! Here is just 
one example. It’s those on unemployment 
benefits and Commonwealth social security, 
such as disability pension, who have been 
forced, because they live in one of a few 
“trial” communities around the country, 
to accept their payment in the form of a 
“cashless” benefit card. This is demeaning, 
unfair and destructive. It is oppressive and 
decided upon by the Political so-called 
leaders of our government, who tend to 
look like Priests, Pharisees and Sadducees 
to me. That’s the suffering Jesus would not 
smile about.  

Jack went to Holy Spirit School for 5 years 
before moving to St Anne’s and then to 
Whitefriars where he was school captain 
last year. He will spend this year studying  
commerce and on his return will go on to 
Melbourne University.  Safe journey Jack.

Hopefully soon to be “Our foreign 
correspondent in Shanghai!  
Congratulations Jack!

Jack Schroder on the eve of moving to China to 
study at the University of Shanghai .

Around the Parish
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Gerroa Jack's irreplaceable gift
Andrew Hamilton - 30 January 2018
Early in January I was fortunate enough to 
have lazy time by the sea, gazing out over 
a family beach and reading at leisure the 
daily newspapers. I had been musing the 
importance of unrecognised volunteers to 
the beach ecology when I came across a 
provoking article on volunteering.

 The core of the argument was that as a 
way of helping communities, volunteering 
is inefficient, often harmful in its effects. It 
undercuts paid work and lets governments 
off the hook. Charitable organisations 
help perpetuate the conditions they were 
founded to eradicate. The conclusion was 
that the time spent in volunteering would 
better be devoted upstream to persuade 
governments and corporations to change 
policies or programs for the better.

My first response to this argument was 
one of qualified agreement. It is necessary 
to hold governments responsible for the 
common good of society, and particularly 
for the welfare of the poorest and most 
vulnerable. It is wrong for governments 
to shift to community organisations the 
cost of supporting the mentally ill, people 
seeking asylum and the unemployed. It 
is also essential to propose and advocate 
to the government policies that accept its 
responsibility and discharges it effectively.

In fact many charitable bodies have policy 
and media sections that carry out this role. 
But governments usually resist accepting 
their own responsibilities and often try to 
muzzle charitable agencies that criticise 
their policies. Corporates are also reluctant 
to criticise governments on issues marginal 
to them, particularly when they stand to 
lose money by change.

In these circumstances working upstream 
effectively is not easy, particularly for the 
vulnerable. It will be arduous, conflictual, 
and must deal with the economic 
mechanisms that divert wealth from the 
needs of the community to the already 
wealthy. And it needs to be based in grass 

roots experience.

The article is also right to adduce instances 
of counterproductive volunteering. 
But most of these can be addressed by 
reforming the programs. It may be daft 
for volunteers to help schools better serve 
children by running fairs that sell sugar-rich 
sweets and drinks. But there is no need to 
cut out the fairs — simply cut out the sugar.

My time at the beach left me with an 
altogether deeper appreciation of the place 
of volunteers. Walking along the beach very 
early each morning I used to meet Jack, who 
lived some distance away. He walks up and 
down the beach gathering plastic, glass and 
paper into plastic bags, which he puts into 
the roadside bins. He chats with other early 
risers, and before he leaves he measures 
the water temperature and writes it on the 
sand. Further up the beach that stretches for 
ten kilometres or so, other people, mostly 
retired like Jack, also do their bit to keep the 
beach clean.

"The service Jack offers is a gift, and is 
valued as such by the people who use the 
beach. He brings together people who chat 
with him and who look for the writing on 
the sand before it is obliterated by the tide."

It is tempting to say that Jack and his mates 
should cease from their work and press 
the local council or state government to 
take responsibility for cleaning the beach, 
so obviating the need for volunteers. The 
council does indeed provide and empty 
rubbish bins at various entry points to the 
beach.

But imagine what might be lost. In the first 
place there is a quality of care. It is hard to 
imagine a paid employee with the same 
passion for detail arriving at the beach at 
6am each day of the week. It is harder still 
to imagine any council ever making the 
necessary expenditure on a single beach a 
high priority.

But more the quality of service would be 
lost. The deepest value of volunteering 

lies in the relationships that it fosters. The 
service Jack offers is a gift, and is valued 
as such by the people who use the beach. 
He brings together people who chat with 
him and who look for the writing on the 
sand before it is obliterated by the tide. 
Out of people's interactions with him come 
a deeper awareness of the fragility of the 
beach, a more attentive care for it and a 
deeper sense of the gift that beach and 
people are to the community.

Then, too, there is the evident happiness 
that his voluntary work gives to Jack and 
the pride that he takes in his work. His work 
does not replace the responsibilities of the 
local council; his cooperation with it makes 
personal the relationship between council 
and users of the beach.

What is true of Jack's gift is true of other 
volunteers. The deepest value of the work 
of the Vinnies volunteers, with whom I am 
most familiar, lies in the local and sustained 
relationships established with the people 
whom they visit. Their gift is less the food or 
the voucher they bring than the presence, 
the respect and the listening to the stories 
people tell. Those relationships and the 
wisdom that comes from them are a gift to 
society and ground the advocacy for better 
policy that the Vinnies make. Volunteers are 
irreplaceable

Andrew Hamilton is consulting editor of 
Eureka Street.

We acknowledge Eureka Street and Andrew 
Hamilton for this article which is printed in 
full from the online edition of Eureka Street 30 
January 2018.

Why not sign up and receive Eureka Street 
online – Visit the website : https://eurekastreet.
com.au

Great reading on topical subjects, you may not 
always agree – But it will stretch your mind.

We gratefully acknowledge Eureka Street and 
Fr Andrew Hamilton for this article.

Xmas or Christmas -  There’s more to it than we thought!
I suggest a refinement to the article, Xmas or Christmas, in the last 
issue of The Spirit.  Χ is a letter of the Greek alphabet called chi and 

pronounced as K or Ch. 
It is the first letter of Christ. Rho is another letter of 
the Greek alphabet, corresponding to our R, but 
looks like P, so it is the second letter of Christ 
Superimposing one on the other we get chi rho, 
an abbreviation for Christ. It is used on the paschal 

candle together with the five nails and the year. 
The symbol is not our keyboards so we often just use X which is the 
problem annoying Lyn Doensen. 
You can find the icon if you go to Character Map on the computer 
where there are hundreds of characters such as fractions and 
accents used in other languages. However, in this case I found it 
easier to go to Google.
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CLERICALISM
What is Clericalism? 
Clericalism is the notion 
that clerics are superior 
to the laity and are 
entitled to privileges.
Examples abound

A friend of mine went overseas and when 
the plane landed, a big black limousine was 
waiting on the tarmac for the bishop who 
was on board. Everyone else had to walk to 
the terminal!

In the current translation of the missal, 
the prayer after the presentation of the 
gifts says, “Pray, brothers and sisters, that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable 
to God, the almighty Father.”  This implies 
that it is primarily the priest’s sacrifice 
with the laity added as an afterthought. 
However, the Latin says, “sacrificium 
nostrum” which means “our sacrifice.” This 
was the translation used previously. Yet, 
the new translation was hailed as being 
more faithful to the Latin. It appears that 
clericalism takes precedence over the literal 
translation.

There was an Australasian synod some years 
ago and the bishops of Australia were told 
by Vatican officials that the Australian spirit 
of egalitarianism must not obscure the fact 
that clerics are different to the laity.

Pope Francis has often condemned 
clericalism as an evil in the church. Just 
two examples: “Clericalism nullifies the 
personality of Christians treating the laity as 
errand boys and girls.”

“I remember the famous expression: ‘It is 
the hour of the laity,’  but it seems that the 
clock has stopped.  Watching the People of 
God is to remember that we all entered the 
Church as laity.”

No Clericalism in Early Church

The apostle Peter writes, “But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

Every baptised person belongs to this royal 
priesthood.

Immediately after a person is baptised with 

water, he/she is anointed with the oil of 
chrism when the celebrant says, “God the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you 
from sin, given you a new birth water and 
the Holy Spirit. He now anoints you with the 
chrism of salvation. As Christ was anointed 
priest, prophet and king, so may you live 
always as a member of his body, sharing 
everlasting life.”

In the early church there was no clericalism 
because everyone was recognised as a 
priest.

“There is simply no special class, order or 
caste of professional ministers. Neither are 
there superiors over against inferiors, nor 
rulers over against subjects.” (Brian Gleeson 
CP, Ordained Persons and their Ministries: 
New Testament Foundations and Variations, 
Australian ejournal of Theology 7, p.4)

For centuries it was believed, and even 
taught as church doctrine, that Jesus 
ordained the Twelve at the Last Supper. 
There is no evidence of this whatsoever. A 
woman theologian gave a lecture and at the 
end, a bishop rebuked her for not saying 
that Jesus ordained the Twelve. With tongue 
in cheek, she replied, “My dear bishop, Jesus 
did not ordain anybody at the last Supper – 
he had other things on his mind.”

Jesus did not leave us a blueprint of how 
the church should be governed except to 
appoint Peter as the head with power to 
bind and loose. (Matthew 16:19)

Evolution of Government

In the very beginning, in the times of the 
apostles, there was no central authority, no 
Vatican, no pope and communication was 
very slow. Communities established their 
own model of leadership. The very first 
Christians still considered they were Jews 
but followers of Jesus. They belonged to a 
‘Jesus movement’ within Judaism.

The followers of Jesus did not see any need 
for priests to offer sacrifice.

“Consequently, what we find in the pages 
of the NT is a complete discontinuity, a 
complete break, between the Israelite 
priesthood as it had evolved by the time of 
Jesus, and the Christian leaders, workers, 
co-workers and ministers, spoken of in the 
NT. (Gleeson, p 2)

Communities need leadership.

What evolved was three kinds of leadership. 
Firstly, the “overseer” with the Greek name 

“episcopos”. The overseer was assisted by 
“presbyters” and “deacons”. We have to be 
careful not to equate these words with our 
modern use. For example, from episcopos 
we have episcopal which means related to 
bishop but bishop in those days was quite 
different to the present day bishop.

‘Presbyter’ and ‘episcopos’ were 
interchangeable which makes the matter 
quite complicated.

None of these leaders were called priests - 
there were no ordinations.

The leaders baptised newcomers and 
presided at the Eucharist without being 
‘ordained’.

The leaders of the early communities 
provided guidance for their members 
as they endeavoured to follow Jesus’ 
teachings. 

The overseer (episcopos) became the 
principal leader of the communities.

 “The overseer and deacon are the main 
functional roles within the community, 
complimented by those of teacher, 
presbyter, deaconess and widow. As time 
passes, however, the role of overseer 
comes to absorb the roles of teacher and 
prophet.” (Jack Riseley O.P. The Theology of 
Priesthood, Donald J. Georgen, Ann Garrido 
editors, 2000, p. 119) (Riseley,p.21)

The overseer became a full time leader and 
presided at the Eucharist.

How did Ordination Creep in?

It evolved under certain pressures.

 “Ordained ministry in the Church, in fact, 
is the outcome of an evolution and a 
development of patterns of ministry in the 
NT.”  (Gleeson June 2006, p1)

One of the pressures came from converts 
from Judaism who found it hard to forget 
the idea of having priests to offer sacrifice.

“By the third century the overseer’s role is 
starting to be cast in priest terms because 
the community wishes to have priests 
like other Roman religions do. The Old 
Testament priesthood gradually becomes 
the model of what the overseer role ought 
to be, which is exactly opposite to the first 
and second generation’s understanding.” 
(Riseley, p.21)

To provide priests, the overseers were 
ordained to offer sacrifice. A special ritual 
was developed for ordination
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As the number of Christians grew, the 
overseer needed help to administer to 
the communities, so presbyters were also 
ordained.

Eucharist as Sacrifice

The result of the pressures mentioned above 
was that the Eucharist was understood only 
or at least principally as sacrifice.

At the Last Supper Jesus said “Do this in 
memory of me.” “This” was the meal he 
was having with the Twelve. To my way of 
thinking the Eucharist is primarily a meal, 
spiritual nourishment, in which the whole 
community participates in brotherhood and 
sisterhood which we call communion. 

The earliest Eucharist prayers were short 
prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving, so Praise 
and Thanksgiving were recognised as an 
important aspect of the Eucharist. 

Also from earliest times the Eucharist was 
recognised as a sacrament of Reconciliation. 

It is a grave error to focus on just one aspect 
of the Eucharist, such as sacrifice though 
this mistake persisted for centuries till recent 
times. When I was young the Eucharist was 
always referred to as the ‘Sacrifice of the 
Mass’.

Seeing the Eucharist as sacrifice led to the 
ordination of priests who were then seen 
as separate and superior to the laity. This 
in turn led to bishops being even more 
superior.

Bishops Gain Power

Bishops gained more power when 
Christianity was proclaimed as the state 
religion in 381, thus separating them even 
further from the laity. 

Then when the Roman Empire began to 
crumble with the invasion of the so-called 
barbarians, the church officials stepped in to 
fill the gap in administration, thus gaining 
even more power.

Clericalism took a giant step forward at this 
time.

Bishops also began to wear ornate 
vestments and adopted titles such as Your 
Grace and My Lord. This is contrary to Jesus’ 
instruction, “Call no one on earth your father, 
for you have one Father, the one in heaven.” 
(Matthew 23:9) 

Eventually, the bishop’s residence was 
called a palace, cardinals were called Your 
Eminence and named Princes of the Church. 
Today it costs $30,000 to outfit a bishop! I 
can’t imagine Jesus wearing the regalia that 
our bishops wear.

The head gear for a bishop is called a 
mitre. It developed from the headdress of 
the officials of the Eastern Roman empire. 
The earliest evidence of its use is from 
the eleventh century. It’s now used by all 
bishops in the Western Church.

The clerical system became solidly 
established in the church. Bishops were 
chosen for their fidelity to the system rather 
than holiness or pastoral abilities. Those who 
might rock the barque of Peter were not on 
the list of possible candidates

From about the third century to about the 
ninth, bishops were elected by the people 
and priests. After that the laity had no say 
in the election of bishops, and still have 
virtually no say today. 

Members of the hierarchy should be models 
of living as Jesus lived, marked by simplicity, 
caring for the poor, reaching out to the 
disabled.

Today bishops and priests have been 
knocked off the pedestal where they once 
enjoyed so much privilege and power 
principally because of the sex abuse crisis. 

However, it must be stated very emphatically 
there have been very many holy and 
pastoral priests and bishops over the 
centuries, and still are today.

Making Decisions

Today the church is in possibly the biggest 
crisis in its history.

Yet times of crisis are also times for 
significant change. We must now make the 
best possible use of this opportunity.

One of the most important changes must be 
to restore the influence of the laity who form 
probably 99% of the church membership. 
Vatican II decreed that the church is the 
“People of God.”

There is a huge amount of talent among the 
laity which is not being mined to benefit 
the church. This is a tragedy. Vast numbers 
of laity now have degrees and doctorates 

in theology, scripture, canon law etc. Apart 
from this scholarship, they have a lived 
experience of the world, society, marriage 
and family.

Experience is a vital ingredient in decision 
making.

Bishops, cardinals and popes may know all 
the rules and regulations of canon law but 
without lived experience, their decision 
making can be fatally flawed. Humanae 
vitae, the decision to forbid contraception,  
is a prime example. Pope Paul VI had a 
committee to assist him in making the 
decision. Many of them were lay women 
and men. The laity’s advice was to allow 
contraception, but Paul VI ignored it, and 
made his own decision leading to disastrous 
consequences.

We would have a much better church if 
the experience of lay women and men was 
drawn on.

Pope Francis has been encouraging the 
value of synods where the laity and the 
hierarchy dialoguing together can decide on 
a future direction for the church. A synod or 
plenary council will take place in Australia 
in 2020. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to make the church more relevant in the 
twenty first century.

Can we return to the way things were in 
the early centuries?

If not, we could at least take the early church 
as a model and rebuild the church according 
to that model adapted to the twenty first 
century.

It is absolutely vital to get back to the 
teachings of Jesus.

We need leaders who are living the way of 
Jesus so that they inspire the laity.

The age of clericalism is over, and the clock 
for the hour of the laity must be restarted 
with a new battery which the Holy Spirit will 
supply if we allow him.

The full article on Clericalism can be found in 
my online book, Eucharist the Basic Spirituality 
on the website, wordpress.com Click on Further 
Reading.

Frank O’Dea SSS
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Vinnies - Christmas Appeal.

Holy Spirit Conference of St. Vincent de Paul 
Society had an overwhelming response 
from parishioners of Holy Spirit, St, Anne’s 
and St. Gerard’s.

Our members delivered 85 hampers, all of 
which were donated by parishioners.

Many parishioners do not wish to prepare 
a hamper but instead donate cash, which is 
used to supplement hampers and enables 
the recipients to purchase fresh food.

We include $40.00 / $60.00 in each hamper, 
depending on the size of the family, 

The amount of cash utilised was $3,540.00 
and we were delighted that the appeal 
resulted in excess of that amount.

Also, each child in a family received at least 
three toys, and these were all donated by 
our parishioners.

Our Schools are great supporters of “VInnies” 
and the pupils and staff are thanked for their 
generosity in donating food and toys.

Clearly, our members would not be able to 
carry out their work without the support 
of our Parishioners and we take this 
opportunity to thank each and every one.

Our members are looking forward to 2018 , 
to continue assisting the many, who call on 
our services.

Ron Smith-President

Vinnies Shops

Vinnies shops play a major role in the 
St.Vincent de Paul Society , firstly through 
being it’s public “face.”

With approx. 640 shops nationally ,the 
brand is highly visible and recognisable. 

The ability to serve the community through 
Vinnies shops relies solely on the kindness 
and generosity of those who donate quality 
items for sale. Donations of clothing , 
household items , furniture and bric-a-

brac are encouraged. Thanks to an army of 
volunteers in the shops , there are minimal 
running costs ,allowing for profits from 
the sale of goods to go into community 
programs and services.

The Vinnies shops exist for three key 
reasons:

•To act as the fulfilment arm of Conferences 
and Special Works, through providing 
clothing, homewares and other items to the 
poor and needy in our community.

• To provide a dignified shopping experience 
for those who shop with us out of economic 
necessity.

SOCIETY OF ST  VINCENT DE PAUL

Vinnies is always looking for volunteers for a variety of assistance.   
Whether it be helping out with our Parish Conference, making sandwiches for the Food Vans,  

or helping at the Call Centre in Mitcham. 
Don’t stay home and worry about the world - Get out into it and use your gifts to help others in a most practical way.  

Cant do that?  Well what about collecting after mass on Vinnies $2 Sundays 
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•To raise necessary revenue to fund the 
wider work of the Society.

Other benefits the shops provide 
include the opportunity for meaningful 
volunteering , promoting a sense of 
community ,and at times , being the only 
social outlet for some of the volunteers 
and customers.

In Victoria , 6 new shops have been 
opened and 12 have been renovated 
.The growth comes from discretionary 
shoppers: those who choose to shop at  
Vinnies , as “op-shopping” is becoming 
not only de-stigmatised ,but trendy. 

Motivating factors for discretionary 
shoppers include a commitment to 
recycling and reducing waste , a belief in 
social justice  ,a dislike of Australia’s retail 
duopoly or just the thrill of the chase in 
finding an unique item. 

If you  feel you would like to join our 
volunteers at either of our local Vinnies 
shops, please contact:-

Diane Fahey ,manager at Ringwood 
shop on 9870 9124. Diane is particularly 
requiring volunteers for sorting donated 
goods on Mondays & serving in the shop  
on Wednesday afternoons  OR

Carol Kovacs , manager at Burnt Bridge 
shop on 0436 019 806. This is a smaller 
shop which opened in October last year.

If Vinnies is not for you, what about

Jesus Christ 
narrates His Passion
By Sister Beghe 
Translated by Fr Adolf Faroni, 
SDB.
Carmel Hill kindly sent me extracts 
from this book which I was unable 
to publish for this edition due to 
space constraints, however, you may 
wish to follow up on this reading 
yourselves.

Available through  
Don Bosco Press, Inc 

E-mail: dbpress.info.com.ph

VINNIES
Listening to the wisdom 
of the desert
Lent can be a profound time to go within ourselves to 
experience our own personal deserts and be still with 
God, writes Joanna Thyer.

Jesus spent 40 days in the desert and so do we 
during Lent, a special time in the Christian calen-
dar, a time to be called to deeper prayer and prepa-
ration, quieter discernment, and reflection. The 
desert has great significance in all the Abrahamic 
religions and in most cultures. It has always been 
a place of transformation and a place of testing of 
the human spirit. It was in the desert where Jesus 
spent time discerning his mission and gained 
clarity of purpose.

While some of us grew up with different ideas 
about Lent, often seeing it as a time of simply 
fasting or giving up meat, now it can be seen as a 
much more profound time to go within ourselves 
to experience our own personal deserts and be still 
with God, asking only God’s will for us.

I’ve often found Lent a time where I crave stealing 
some quiet time with God, but find it increasingly 
hard to do so. I invariably find myself, like an addict, 
hooked into the distractions around me, both plea-
surable and difficult, such as films, mindless gossip, 
work worries and tasks, and opinionated political 
discourse which more often than not, just serves to 
agitate, irritate and distract me from any peaceful 
space at all. Yet wisdom is often found in the quiet, 
peaceful, emptiness of the desert, both metaphor-
ical and literal. One of my favourite passages in the 
Bible is that of Elijah hearing God in the wind (1 
Kings 19:11-13).

There is much to take to God in these uncertain 
times in which we are living. During this sacred 
time of the year we can ask ourselves, how does 
our own desert, be it spiritual or emotional, or very 
real in some other way, speak to us? How do we 
find God amidst the darkness and the unknowing? 
Finding solace in the cloud of unknowing can often 
be the challenge of Lent. God is not always where 
we think God is.

The invitation as we enter into Lent is to be able to 
find more quiet time with God, to turn away from 
the distractions, despite the busyness, the chaotic 
surroundings in which we often find ourselves. 
Lent, with its call to practise giving alms, fasting 
and prayer, can also be a time of paring back – a 
time of rekindling a sense of wonder with God, a 
time of facing the realities of our world, the good 
and the bad, and finding, like Jesus, our own 
mission and path of peace, amidst the desert of our 
emotional and spiritual lives. Where is God leading 
us? What is God’s will for us?

For me, the Lenten experience encapsulates life, 
imitating the landmarks of the liturgical calendar 
– such as waiting for the rebirth of Easter. I see the 
five weeks of Lent as embodying the following 
process, which I have incorporated into my Lenten 
booklet Listening to the Wisdom of the Desert.

During the first week of Lent Jesus is driven into 
the desert for 40 days. This can be about finding 
a space to call our own, or simply making quiet 
time to meditate or pray, even if it’s just 10 or 20 
minutes a day.

The second week can be about “unsealing the 
heart’s vision” in the desert, becoming more 

spiritually aware and opening up more to God. 
Distractions such as too much media, TV, social 
media and so on, can cause us to drift away from 
addressing the important things, like our relation-
ships, the well-being of vulnerable human beings 
in the world, and the planet.

The third week of Lent is about going deeper into 
the desert – the decision to let go of what disturbs 
us, things such as pain, fear, anxiety, and fear of the 
future. How to do this may present challenges, but 
a willingness is a start.

The fourth week of Lent I see as being re-created in 
the desert. This is about allowing God to refashion 
us in ways we might not imagine. Pope Francis 
expresses it well:

“Today too, the Spirit continues to sow in us a 
desire for the Kingdom, thanks to all those who, 
drawing inspiration from the Good News amid the 
dramatic events of our time, shine like beacons in 
the darkness of this world, shedding light along 
the way and opening ever new paths of confidence 
and hope.”

This is where individuals can be, in their own small 
way, “the change they want to see in the world”, as 
Ghandi said.

Finally, in the fifth week of Lent, we continue to 
live in the mystery revealed by the desert, despite 
a world around us that we often have no control 
over. So staying present to what is, is important – 
staying open to love, to the different places God 
might lead us, the things we might be called to do, 
if we practise discernment and openness. When 
the famous architect Gaudi designed the mag-
nificent cathedral Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, 
Spain, he did so knowing “My client [God] is not in 
a hurry”.

Then we experience the ‘homecoming’ of Palm 
Sunday which leads us into the new light of Easter. 
Our ‘Jerusalem’ is our spiritual home, whatever that 
means for us.

The desert experience during Lent helps us to let 
go of ‘stuff’. What do we need to let go of? God’s 
wisdom is revealed in simple things; it is only our 
ego that gets in the way. This is the great truth of 
many religious and mystical traditions.

‘Letting go’ could involve taking stock of ways of 
thinking or being that no longer serve us, doing an 
inventory of what we should dispense with in our 
lives, just as we do with getting rid of old rubbish, 
clothes, furniture and things that no longer work 
for us. This experience can embody the spiritual 
symbolism of the desert to purge us of what we no 
longer need.

As Pope Francis says in Laudato Si, we can make a 
new start:

“Human beings, while capable of the worst, are 
also capable of rising above themselves choosing 
again what is good, and making a new start, de-
spite their mental and social conditioning.”

So the challenge of Lent is to journey with Jesus 
into the unknown, to be present to the mystery 
that God reveals in the desert of our own lives. 
Through our actions, we can stand against the 
“globalisation of indifference” that is so prevalent 
throughout the world and allow the creative spir-
itual power of the desert to demonstrate, “We are 
God’s work of art” (Ephesians 2:9).

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Acknowledgement: thegoodoil@goodsams.org.au 
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The future of the Australian Priesthood 
Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFMConv.

This reflection on the priesthood in the light 
of the Royal Commission was delivered by 
Bishop Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFMConv 
at the Manly Reunion gathering held at 
Dooleys Lidcombe Catholic Club, Lidcombe 
on 30 August, 2017. He calls out the 
trappings of clericalism and claims the space 
of servant-leadership for the future of the 
priesthood.

Thank you for this opportunity to share with 
you some of my reflections on the future of 
the priesthood in Australia. I am conscious 
that I am a kind of Johnny-come-lately 
rather than a native born Australian and that 
many of you here have a breadth of pastoral 
experience far richer and deeper than mine. 
Nor do I claim to have better knowledge 
of this subject. For I am yet to feel any 
ontological advantage of my episcopacy!

There is a story about a black preacher 
who came back to his poor Afro-American 
neighbourhood church after earning a 
degree at Harvard. He tries to show off 
his newly acquired knowledge by using 
very sophisticated language. He begins by 
saying: ‘Brothers and sisters, I sense in this 
congregation a certain existential angst’. The 
people nod their heads partly in approval 
and partly in bewilderment. ‘Right on, 
brother’ they mutter. Then he continues: 
‘I see this is caused by a deep seated 
phenomenological challenge’. ‘Talk about 
it’ they urge him. So he goes on ‘And at the 
bottom of this there is an eschatological 
depression’. At this point, an old lady at the 
back gets up and shouts: ‘Reverend honey! 
You’d better put those damned cookies on 
the lower shelf’.

Well, you won’t have to reach for my 
cookies. I just hope they are worth sharing. 
Thus, I offer my reflections mindful of my 
limitations and hopeful of your enrichment.

What a strange time we Catholic clergy are 
living in! On the one hand, we know we are 
in a big mess. We are up the proverbial creek 
without the paddle. We bear the brunt of 
public anger and distrust in the wake of the 
sexual abuse crisis. It is one of the hardest 
times to be a priest. Yet paradoxically, it is 
also one of the most exciting times that we, 
as ministers and messengers of the Gospel, 
are privileged to live and to make it known 
to others. It is precisely in this Kairos that 
we are given the unique opportunity to 
accompany our people in a spiritual exodus 

that I believe will lead to a new dawn for the 
church.

When Pope Francis appeared on the balcony 
of St Peter’s Basilica in Rome after the 
conclave, it came as a shock and a welcome 
sign to us. He eschewed the usual trappings; 
he introduced himself as ‘bishop of Rome’ 
and – surprisingly or prophetically – he 
bowed and asked the people for their 
blessing. The image of the Pope bowing in 
silence before the euphoric, then hushed, 
crowd at St Peter’s Square was truly the 
prophetic sign of the century! It signalled 
not just a new papal style but a whole new 
era for the church. With that humble gesture, 
the Pope exemplified a model of ministry 
which would correspond with the signs of 
the times, the needs of the people and the 
creative power of the Spirit. It signalled that 
the time had come to set aside old wineskins 
and reach for new. Pope Francis would later 
say that we are not simply living in an era of 
change but in a change of era.

By this, I think, he means we cannot go 
on the way we have, because the ground 
under our feet has shifted. There needs 
to be an attitudinal change at every level, 
a conversion of mind and heart that 
conforms us to the spirit of the Gospel, a 
new wine in new wineskins, not a merely 
cosmetic change or worse a retreat into 
restorationism.

Reclaiming Servant-Leadership

There is often a disconnect between who we 
claim to be and how people see us. Perhaps 
nowhere is this perceived disconnect more 
obvious, than in the idea of the priest being 
the icon of Jesus, the Humble Servant.

I recall an occasion where my parish priest 
came across not as a humble servant but 
more like a feudal lord. It was my experience 
of First Reconciliation. We lined up on 
both sides of the confessional and waited 
nervously for our turns. I had rehearsed 
my sins a dozen times, with the help of my 
fellow penitents. And yet, when I knelt down 
to confess, in that dark confessional box, I 
could not utter a word. I was stupefied by a 
gripping fear. Unimpressed by my silence, 
the priest promptly got out of his seat, and 
dragging me by the ear, placed me at the 
end of the line. For good measure, he even 
gave me a slap on the face before storming 
back to his seat. We were in awe of his 
unfettered power.

In Australia, the priesthood no longer enjoys 

the prestige and the power it once had. 
For a lot of young people, it is no longer 
surrounded with the aura of mystique and 
fascination. However, this loss of prestige 
does not always mean that we are seen 
as icons of Jesus, the Humble Servant. To 
truly reclaim this essential quality of the 
priesthood, we must go to the heart of what 
it means to be a servant-leader.

The servant leadership model is much 
more than what we do to the people. It is 
indicative of who we are as humble and 
vulnerable servants in the likeness of Christ 
who came to serve and to give his own life 
for others. Hence, it is a way of being – a 
modus vivendi before it can be translated 
into a way of doing – a modus operandi. We, 
Christian leaders, today are more than ever 
before challenged to embrace the journey of 
self-emptying and powerlessness that lies at 
the heart of the Gospel.

So much of what is wrong with the church 
today stems from a travesty of Christian 
leadership and service. As far as I am 
concerned, the sexual abuse crisis is only 
the tip of the iceberg. Bishop Geoffrey 
Robinson, rightly observes, that we can no 
longer limit our blame to the individuals 
who offended. We must also look for factors 
within the very culture of the Church that 
have contributed to the sexual abuse crisis. 
We need to explore the deeper issues that 
lie underneath this phenomenon. Unless we 
have the courage to see how far we have 
drifted from the vision of Jesus, unless we 
are prepared to go beyond the symptoms 
and explore the deeper issues that lurk 
behind the surface, unless we genuinely 
repent of our sins and face up to the task of 
reclaiming the innocence and powerlessness 
of the servant-leader, we will have failed 
the test of our integrity, discipleship and 
mission.

When privilege, power and dominance 
are more evident than love, humility and 
servant-hood in the church, then the very 
Gospel of the servant Jesus is at risk. What 
we need to reclaim for the church forcefully 
and unequivocally is the notion of diakonia. 
To this end, we as leaders need to manifest 
the diakonia of Christ in who we are and 
what we do. Until we have reclaimed 
diakonia, the church will be less than what 
Christ intends it to be.

It seems to me that we need to recover 
this fundamental intuition of the Gospel in 
the face of the human struggle for power, 
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strength and the desire to dominate and 
control. The church can only be faithful 
to its mission when it embraces fully and 
unequivocally the journey into the divine 
vulnerability. It can only be the conduit of 
compassion and speak the language of 
hope to a broken humanity when it truly 
personifies powerlessness and stands where 
Christ once stood, that is, firmly on the side 
of the outcast and the most vulnerable.

Having the smell of the sheep

Pope Francis constantly calls us to move 
beyond the security of status quo and take 
the risk of going to the peripheries. The 
church must be the church of the poor and 
for the poor. The Church must go out of 
itself, in order to be close to those in need. 
Conversely, the church that does not go out 
into the world keeps Jesus imprisoned. 

If one can detect the direction of Pope 
Francis’ pontificate, it has something to 
do with the movement from security to 
boldness, from being inward looking to 
looking outward, from preoccupation with 
the present status and safeguarding our 
privileges to learning to be vulnerable, 
and learning to convey God’s compassion 
to those who are on the edges of society 
and the church. Hence, our challenge is to 

accompany people from the margins into 
a journey towards the fullness of life and 
love. It is to embrace the call of the Vatican 
Council to identify with the joys and hopes, 
the griefs and the anxieties of those who are 
poor and in anyway afflicted. It is to be the 
bearer of joy to those who are most deprived 
of it. To do this, we must be able to live in 
and to bridge the yawning gap between the 
ideal and the real, between what the church 
teaches and how the people respond.

Pope Francis challenges all of us to divest 
ourselves of clericalism and elitism, to return 
to the purity of the Gospel. His constant 
call to the Church, to be less concerned 
with itself and to be more outward looking 
encourages us to walk with our people in 
the ambiguities and complexities of their 
lives. The self-referential church steeped in 
a culture of splendour is in stark contrast 
with the church of the poor and for the 
poor. It is the latter that we must endeavour 
to serve if we want to pattern ourselves 
according to Jesus the prophet, who spoke 
from the margins. The new wine of God’s 
unconditional love, boundless mercy, radical 
inclusivity and equality needs to be poured 
into new wineskins of humility, mutuality, 
compassion and powerlessness. The old 
wineskins of triumphalism, authoritarianism 

and supremacy, abetted by clerical power, 
superiority, and rigidity, are breaking.

It is a vocation of the Christian leader to be 
with his people in their hopes and struggles, 
anxieties and fears. He or she is to be a 
Malcolm in the Middle who occupies liminal, 
peripheral and precarious places. It is not 
easy to be in the middle, and to be loyal to 
both ends of the spectrum, to belong to the 
Church of orthodoxy and yet also to minister 
in the world of the unorthodox. It truly 
involves being, as the saying goes, between 
a rock and the hard place. Yet, that is the 
calling of the leader, because we are meant 
to be at the coalface, in the messiness of it 
all, faithful always to the Gospel. We are sent 
to the strong and the weak, the wholesome 
and the broken, the churched and the 
unchurched, the pious and the impious, the 
normal and the bizarre. We are sent to them 
through the gate, who is Christ. We are sent 
often from the inside out and not from the 
outside in. Like Christ in his ministry among 
the sick and the lost, we are called to meet 
God in the most unlikely people and places.

Continued on Page 32
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CHRISTMAS MASSES 
24/12/2017   

Lots of happy people - there were: Mums 
& Sons, Dads and Daughters, Brothers & 
sisters , Three generations and friends.

Tina and Friends

Zoe & Ben Abrams

Little Mix! 

Dads and Daughters           
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What a congregation!!

Friends

Happy Man!   

Mums & Sons

A Christmas gift beyond compare 
Once upon a time a family from regional 
NSW were visiting family on the Mornington 
Peninsula for Christmas.  

On December 27, 2017 at 0711 they 
received the call they had been waiting on 
for over five years – 

“We may have a kidney for Chris –“

The call was from Royal Prince Alfred 
hospital in Sydney and they needed Chris 
there by 1.00 PM.

A frantic scramble on the Ipad by one 
daughter produced two tickets on a 10AM 
flight from Tullamarine, and a brother who 
assured his sister I will get you there in time!

(He has since confessed the vehicle he was 
driving was in his wife’s name!)

At 5.07 PM the rest of the family received a 
text message _” Chris got a call this morning 
to say there was a kidney for him he is 
currently in theatre and it will take around 
4-6 hours.”

They had been too afraid to tell anyone until 

it was actually happening!

Finally, at around 9.30 PM; the text that said 
“Just got news, he’s out doing really well.  
Surgery “uneventful”, was the word the 
doctor used, and they are very pleased.”

During the period in between, I kept up a 
text message conversation as I knew Chris’s 
wife would not leave the waiting room 
outside the operating theatre, and, as I knew 
she was alone, encouraged her to share her 
thoughts at this critical time – I offer them 
exactly as they came through.

Yes as the day went on and I got over my tears 
from the shock of Chris actually getting a 
phone call started thinking hang on a minute 
someone has died (which is strange because 
we always knew that for Chris to get a kidney 
someone will die) then the tears all started 
again and I keep finding myself teary about 
who this person is and their family having 
to deal with such sadness at Xmas time as 
excited as I want to be really struggling with 
trying to be excited for Chris and the impact 
this will have on his life and our family- kind 

of feels like I’m mourning the loss of someone 
and heaven forbid what if the situation was 
the reverse  I’m sure over the coming days chris 
will struggle with this too and will be forever 
grateful as I am - I thought this day would 
never come still a long way to go and no 
doubt there will be plenty of hurdles for chris 
but confident we will get there xxx

One never REALLY thinks about these 
events when you read stories  about organ 
donations, and I am still amazed at how 
emotional this journey has been for all of 
us – There is a family out there who will be, 
through the tragic loss of a member of their 
family, linked forever to our family and their 
loss will never be forgotten.
Obviously, this is a very personal story and 
I have asked if I may share it with you in the 
hope that it may prompt you, the reader 
and your family, to discuss and consider 
organ donation. 
NOTE: Chris continues to recover well, has 
been based in Sydney since the transplant, but 
now able to go home for a weekend.  Chris is 
married to my niece.
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The Future of Australian Preisthood 
Continued from page 29

Holding the tension between the old and 
the new

I have a particular interest in the biblical 
experience of the exile. My personal story 
of being a refugee, my struggle for a new 
life in Australia, coupled with my Franciscan 
heritage have all contributed to the sense 
of hope which was the legacy of the Exile of 
old and which should inform and enlighten 
our present exile experience. Like the 
prophets who accompanied their people 
into exile, who interpreted the signs of the 
times and led them in the direction of the 
Kingdom – the arc of salvation history if you 
like – we must do the same for our people in 
the context of this new millennium.

The priesthood is not meant to be a 
numbers game. The strength of our 
mission does not depend on a cast of 
thousands. Quality, not quantity, marks our 
presence. It is substance and not the size 
of the group that makes the difference. 
Hence, this time of diminishment can 
be a blessing in disguise as it makes us 
reliant less on ourselves but rather on the 
power of God. Diminishment allows us the 
precious opportunity to learn the power 
of vulnerable trust and to seek the will of 
God in situations of crisis. Diminishment 
is not a time for activism, cynicism or 
nostalgia. Diminishment is not a time to 
apportion blame to certain individuals 
and groups, or to engage in the battle of 
ideology: the conservatives versus the 
liberals, the pre-Vatican versus the post-
Vatican, the restorationists versus the 
“Gaudiem et Spes” generation, those who 
espouse the hermeneutics of continuity 
versus those who favour hermeneutics of 
rupture. No, it is rather a time for deepening 
our commitment, a time for grounding 
ourselves in the immensity of God’s love. 
It is a time of silent hope, discernment and 
mysticism.

The time that we are living in can be likened 
to Holy Saturday in the Gospel. It is the 
day of God’s concealment, of the great 
solitude of Jesus. It is a time of ambiguity, 
of mourning and yet hoping for good 
news; it is a liminal interval, a time in which 
one stands between the old and the new. 
Mary Magdalene who went to the tomb of 
Jesus that day is a symbol of the church in 
mourning. In another way, she also stands 
for us, who have entered a Holy Saturday of 
our own. It is our dark night of the soul, as 
the mystic John of the Cross would call it. 
We priests can be a bridge between the old 
and the new. Our task is to live the creative 

tension between the pain of the present 
and the hope of the future.

St Paul talks about the hope of the future 
through the metaphor of childbirth. ‘The 
whole creation has been groaning in labour 
pains until now’ (Romans 8:22). In a sense, 
we priests, have to bear those labour pains. 
The delivery of new life necessitates the 
ability to live the creative tension between 
the pain of the present and the hope of the 
future.

Pope Francis in a recent address stated that 
he wanted pastors who can ‘imbue hope’ 
and ‘have sun and light in their hearts, to 
lovingly and patiently support the plans 
which God brings about in His people.’ For 
him, the ability to imbue hope is intimately 
linked with the stripping of oneself and of 
beginning anew. In other words, our priestly 
vocation is the embodiment of the Paschal 
Mystery. We can only reframe a harsh reality 
into a vision of hope for our people when 
we ourselves have the courage to live in 
that liminal space, that darkness of Holy 
Saturday, that interim ambiguity that lies 
between the old and the new.

Breaking open the priesthood

I visited Mundelein Seminary in Chicago 
earlier this month and I noticed an 
interesting feature of the Seminary Chapel. 
There were seven steps leading to the 
high altar and on the side of each step 
was written the respective name of one 
of the seven Holy Orders. Each step would 
create an ever-growing chasm between the 
candidate and the people. It dawned on me 
that these vestiges of the Tridentine Model 
of priesthood are powerful symbols of the 
clerical class. It is part of the ecclesiology 
that emphasises the ontological change 
and separation of the ordained from the 
faithful. It is a powerful ingredient and ideal 
condition for the disease of clericalism to 
fester.

I hold that it is time for this exalted model 
of priesthood to be consigned to the past. 
Instead, we must rediscover the specific 
and full charism of the priesthood within 
the matrix of the universal priesthood of 
the faithful. The priesthood cannot be lived 
fully apart from the community of disciples. 
This is one of the key insights of the Vatican 
Council. The church is not the church of the 
ordained but of all the baptised.

There existed a variety of ministries in 
the early church. Paul bears witness to 
this when he lists a number of gifts or 
charisms that Christ gave to the church for 
the building up of His body. Yet over the 
centuries, this richness has been gradually 

concentrated in the ordained at the expense 
of the baptised. In effect, the priesthood of 
the ordained has assumed and usurped the 
rich and varied ministries of the baptised. 
It is time, therefore, that the notion of 
priesthood needs to break open anew, so as 
to fully honour what Paul says in that same 
passage in Ephesians 4 ‘everyone is given 
grace according to the measure of the gift 
of Christ’.

If we are to break open the priesthood 
and allow the ministries of the baptised 
to flourish, I think we will need to revisit 
the clerical and patriarchal culture along 
with its many institutional dynamics such 
as titles, privileges, customs, structures 
etc. I am not suggesting that the lines of 
distinction between the ordained and the 
non-ordained be erased. Rather, each one 
should complement, rather than stifle the 
other. I would hold that those institutional 
dynamics that breed clerical superiority, 
elitism and power, over against the non-
ordained stifle rather than facilitate the 
outpouring of grace through the whole 
body of Christ. Furthermore, it is my 
conviction that the priesthood ‘pedestalised’ 
is the priesthood dehumanised. It is bound 
to lead us into the illusion of a messiah 
complex and an inability to claim our 
wounded humanity and to minister in 
partnership. What we need to do is to 
humanise the priesthood so as best to 
equip ourselves with relational power for 
authentic Gospel living and service.

When Jesus sent out his disciples to 
announce the Good News, he did so in 
pairs. What I derive from that practice of 
his is, that Christians can only minister 
effectively when they recognise their limits 
as individuals and are open to partnership 
with others. Yet, ironically, the whole 
culture of priestly formation is often geared 
towards individual heroism. The Curé d’Ars is 
probably the patron saint par excellence of 
that kind of priestly individual heroism. No 
wonder many of us suffer from ministerial 
burn out, depression and loneliness. If the 
priesthood has a better future, it has to 
find expression in better mutual support, 
collaboration and partnership. I would 
especially emphasise the ability to minister 
with women, because the church is much 
the poorer without the gift of women. A 
protestant minister was invited to a house 
warming party of a Catholic priest. As the 
host showed him around the magnificent 
new presbytery, the protestant minister 
remarked with a wink of his eye: 
Continued on Page 34
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RESTORATION COMPLETED

Just before Christmas, we were able to complete 
the renewal of the old Community House (now 
building A or the Red Room.)

Using the same team that restored the 
lower building, Silvio as project manager, 
Ian Hamshaw as builder, Kevin Reyment the 

plasterer, Adrian Bond doing the electricals and 
Anthony Bresnan looking after the plumbing, 
the work was bought in under budget and on 
time. Anthony’s uncle John serviced the heaters 
for us and they are all in top shape. 
We had new painters this time, Brian and Paul ( 
pictured )who did a great job.

Andrew Bailey from Carpet Court at 
Nunawading, supplied the carpet tiles at “mates 
rates” and Michael Batchelor did the final clean 
up.

Many thanks to everyone for restoring these two 
unused building which now provide a home for 
The Out Of School Hours children, Little Spirits, 
music students, and a whole host of other uses.  
Don Schroder

Volunteers

Michelangelo is back.
Keith Gysberts caught on camera 
doing some painting up at the 
Church. Great work, Keith and 
thanks again.

MORE VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to Vern Neylon, Ron 
Cunningham and Tony Mooney for 
cleaning the Parish House Spouting. 
Vinnies people can do anything!!!

RECOGNISING OUR HARD WORKING 
VOLLIES – Willy Van Ravestijn
Volunteers are a vital part of the 

many and varied services delivered by 
Maroondah Council.  Without the assistance 
of our dedicated group of more than 400 
volunteers, many of Council’s services would 
not have the same reach or impact.
On Wednesday 6th December 2017, Council 
recognised the incredible contribution of 
31 volunteers who have volunteered with 
Council for 10, 15, 20, 30, or 35 years.  The 
annual volunteer recognition event at Kar-
ralyka is one of the many ways we thank our 
volunteers for their dedication and commit-
ment during the year.
Our longest serving volunteer recognised 
this year was Paula Judd, who has assisted 
our Meals on Wheels program for 35 years.
Also recognised on the night was 30 year 
recipient Willy Ravesteijn.

“I started volunteering 
because my mother 
was sick in the Nether-
lands and I couldn’t do 
anything for her and I felt 
bad, so I thought I would 
do something to help 
the older people here 
instead”, Willy said.

There are many ways in 
which volunteers support 
Council services, includ-
ing Meals on Wheels; and 

planned activity groups; and the social sup-
port program at our Kerrabee Centre.  They 
also help to maintain our beautiful bush-
land areas and help to run Youth Services 
programs.  They do so much to improve the 
lives of others, simply because they want to 
help and contribute

For more information on volunteering in 
Maroondah, contact Council’s Volunteer 
Coordinator on 9298 4243 or visit Council’s 
website.
Check out the magazine and see where else 
Willy volunteers!
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The Future of Australian Preisthood 
Conintued from page 32

 ‘You Catholic priests might have better 
quarters. But we have better halves!’ 
Perhaps the joke is on us priests who fail 
to appreciate the Gospel injunction of 
ministering in mutuality and partnership.

In my testimony at the Royal Commission I 
maintained that we need to dismantle the 
pyramid model of church. For I hold that this 
model, which promotes the superiority of 
the ordained and the excessive emphasis on 
the role of the clergy at the expense of non-
ordained, is at the very root of the culture 
of clericalism. To dismantle this model is 
not to dismantle the church per se or even 
the hierarchy (of whom I am a privileged 
member). Rather, it is to acknowledge and 
to have the courage to die to the old ways 
of being church that no longer convey 
effectively the message of the Gospel to the 
culture in which we live.

I am very much of the view that abuse in 
the area of sex is a form of abuse of power. I 
believe that we cannot address the issue of 
clerical sexual abuse without examining the 
clerical culture in which unhealthy attitudes 
and behaviours are fostered. Until we have 

abandoned the game of power and control 
that has been our cultural captivity, until 
we have put downward mobility front and 
centre in the Church, which is what Jesus 
was all about, I doubt we can seriously heal 
ourselves of this disease.

Conclusion

As we are cut loose from the safe and secure 
moorings of the past and launched into the 
treacherous waters of the future, we grow 
in the awareness of Paschal rhythm. We 
realise what needs to die and what needs to 
rise. The prophets of doom tell us that the 
priesthood is dying. They are ready to write 
obituaries for an institution so glorious in 
the past but now hopelessly riddled with 
crisis. They say this is the end for us. The 
sexual abuse crisis will be the final nail in 
the coffin. I wager that they are right – but 
only half right. They fail to see the other side 
of the equation. The Catholic priesthood is 
only dying to that which is not of Christ. It 
is dying to worldly trappings, triumphalism, 
and clericalism; it is rising again to the 
power of vulnerability, servant-leadership, 
discipleship of humble service and radical 
love. The Paschal rhythm summons us to 
a discipleship of humility, weakness and 

vulnerability, of dying and rising in Christ.

In the end, though, I firmly believe that 
we’re on the threshold of renewal and 
transformation of the priesthood. Like the 
wedding feast of Cana, the wine of old has 
served the church well but it is running out. 
The old way of being a priest has, likewise, 
well served the church we love. But that 
model of the exalted, separated and elitist 
priesthood is drawing its last breaths – at 
least in many parts of the world including 
Australia. There is a better wine that the 
good Lord has prepared for us. May we be 
like Mary, who recognises the end of the old 
and the beginning of the new era. Let us, like 
her, accompany people in the crisis of the 
emptying of the old wine. Let us, again like 
her, point out to them the way forward by 
cultivating faith and trust in God, who alone 
can transform the water of our poverty into 
the new wine of God’s creative power and 
enduring love.

We gratefully acknowledge Permission 
was granted to reprint this article from the 
Summer edition  of The Swag, the quarterly 
magazine of the National Council of Priests 
of Australia. Thank you to Sr Marion for 
bringing this article to our attention.

 North Ringwood Community House
North Ringwood Community House is currently offering a variety 
of courses. Some of your parishioner’s might be interested in 
these offerings…

Workskills Courses

for upskilling and returning to work Return to Work, Developing 
Skills for Finding Employment & Essential Skills for Business 
Administration 

Computer Courses

 Computers – The Beginning, Computers – Moving Ahead, Word 
& Excel, Internet & Email, MYOB AccountRight, Digital Media 

Basics and Professional Creative Writing  Onsite Occasional 
Childcare Monday to Friday during school terms with 3 and 5 hour 
sessions available from 9.30am – 2.30pm. For more information 
http://www.nrch.org.au/children-services/   

Other exciting courses include… Provide First Aid, Responsible 
Service of Alcohol (RSA), social groups, language classes, a range 
of fitness classes and art & craft.   For more information regarding 
any of our course or programs, days and times please contact 
NRCH on (03) 9876 3421 or admin@nrch.org.au or visit our 
website http://www.nrch.org.au  

Vale Joan Plostins
Joan Patricia Plostins 1 March 1944 – 24 January 2018 
Joan lost her battle with an illness that came on quite suddenly, 
and which she battled for a long time, but it finally took her to her 
God on 24th January. 
You may remember Joan as the Co-Editor with Mary Ryan of The 
Spirit magazine for many years.

Since resuming the editorship some years back, Joan has been 
one of my key supporters,  Always responding to the latest 

edition with positive and encouraging comments.  I know I shall 
miss her very much.

We offer our condolences to her beloved husband George and 
families, and assure them that we shall carry them all in our 
hearts and prayers through the difficult journey ahead for them 
all.

George please know your parish community is here for you, and 
that Joans’ contribution to  this community will not be forgotten. 
We never forget our own.
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FATIMA  100 YEARS ON
A Brief Overview
It was 13th May 1917 in a small village at 
Fatima, Portugal.  Three young uneducated 
shepherds were out taking care of their 
family’s small herd of sheep.  They were 
Francisco Marto aged 9 years, his younger 
sister Jacinta, aged 7 years, and their cousin 
Lucia Dos Santos, aged 10 years.

Then all of a sudden a most beautiful lady 
appeared to them on a white cloud.  She 
was dressed in a long flowing robe and 
surrounded by a glowing aurora of light.  

The three young children were totally in 
awe of the most beautiful lady who spoke to 
them in a beautiful, heavenly and motherly 
way.

The children received these monthly 
visitations from that date, culminating with 
her final visit on 13th October 1917.

The children, in sharing their experience 
with the heavenly lady with their parents, 
were not believed.  They were punished 
for supposedly telling lies.  The local priest 
was involved, together with other Church 
authorities.  No one believed their story.

In sharing this sad plight in their lives, the 
heavenly lady now identified herself as 
Mary, the mother of the son of God, Jesus.  
She said to tell the local priest that she is 
“the immaculate conception”.  From that 
moment on, the spiritual eyes of those 
involved were opened, and they slowly 
began to believe the young children, 
because, being uneducated, they would 
not have known what the title “immaculate 
conception” meant.

Portugal at that moment in time was a truly 

Catholic country.  Across from its borders 
with France, the First World War was raging 
in all its fury and horror. Yet, strangely, or 
should we say, providentially, Portugal was 
not involved, whereas most other European 
countries were.

Back to our story.   On her final visit to the 
children on 13th May 1917, word quickly 
spread about the apparitions, so on that 
day it was reported in the local newspaper 
that approximately 75,000 people were 
at Fatima to witness something that had 
never been seen before.  This was to be Our 
Lady’s final visit to the children.  But, before 
the apparition, torrential rain thoroughly 
soaked the crowd.  The ground was a sea of 
mud.  Then suddenly, just after midday, the 
huge crowd focussed their attention on the 
sky.  The sun was changing colour and zig-
zagging in the sky, and suddenly the scream 
of horror from the crown as the sun began 
falling earthbound.  Then it stopped and 
miraculously, the rain soaked crown was 
completely dry, and likewise the ground was 
completely dry.

Questions to be asked: 
Why did Mary the Mother of God choose to 
visit 3 young unknown obscure shepherds 
in a small village in Portugal?

Answer:    
1. The world was becoming more anti-God.  
Evil was starting to permeate everywhere.  
The result:  The horrific loss of life occurring 
on the battlefields of France.

2. God, through the intervention of Mary, 
wanted the world to turn from evil and to 
return to God.  The message of Jesus being   
i)  love God   (ii)  love our neighbour as 
ourselves.

What happened to the 3 
visionaries?
The youngest Jacinta, died about 12 months 
later from contracting the Spanish flu.  In 
1918 this pandemic outburst of flu killed 
many millions of people in Europe.  Her 
brother Francesco also succumbed to it 
and died 3 years after the last apparition.   
Their cousin Lucia outlived them all and she 
became a cloistered Carmelite nun and died 
in 2005 at the ripe old age of 98.

As a side note, Mary appeared to Lucia and 
gave the grave warning that unless the 
world changed its way and turned back 
to God, another more terrifying world war 
would occur again, and the warning sign 
would be a bright light occurring over the 
whole of Europe.

Then in early 1939 a bright light, an orbiting 
comet, did occur, lighting up the sky over 
Europe.  Then 3 months later, Hitler’s forces 
invaded Poland and the Second World War 
began and dragged on for 6 years.

Another divine fact  
The war with Japan ended on 15th August 
1945, which is the feast of Mary’ assumption 
into heaven.

So, 100 years later, the world collectively has 
still not heeded Mary’s messages from 1917.  
Evil is rearing its ugly head in the world, 
e.g. wars, terrorism, corruption in global 
proportions.  However, Mary has stated that 
her immaculate heart will triumph in the 
end.

Len Moore

Thank you to Len for submitting this article .

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au
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SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row,  
every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  
without repeating any.

COLLECTION NOTICE
For information on the Parish 
policies regarding information 
collection and privacy please refer 
to www.holyspiritparish.org.au

 

 
 
Advertising Spirit Magazine  
Pricing for Financial Year 2017/2018 
 
The Spirit magazine is published quarterly with a minimum print run of 700 
black & white copies, with colour print front and back pages. 
 
The magazine is uploaded in colour to the parish website at: 
http://www.cam.org.au/holyspirit/The-Spirit-Magazine 
 
Publication months are September, December, March and June, with the 
magazine generally available in the first week of the month. 
Distribution is to every family with children attending Holy Spirit School, and 
available at weekend masses at Holy Spirit Parish North Ringwood, St Anne’s 
Parish Park Orchards ,and St Gerard’s Parish Warrandyte. 
 
We have a Mailing list of past parishioners and interested readers covering three 
states and a broad range of areas within, and outside of metropolitan Melbourne. 
 
Published by the people of the Holy Spirit Community, with a mission to inform, 
to support community awareness and communication. 
 
Contact: 9876 3077 Email: ringwoodnorth@cam.org.au 
 
 

       
Full Page  Half page   Quarter Page  One Third Width 
 
$500.00  $250.00  $150.00  $170.00  
All pricing is per Financial Year and PLUS GST  
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Childrens Page

Childrens Links
Here is a great Nativity craft to colour and work on  http://www.catholicicing.com/diy-printable-nativity-for-kids/

Christmas Bingo Game
http://www.crayola.com.au/free-coloring-pages/print/christmas-bingo-board-no1-coloring-pageAll pricing is per Financial Year and PLUS GST 
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HOLY WEEK AT HOLY SPIRIT 

PALM SUNDAY 24/25th March                                                 
Masses: 6pm Saturday, 9am & 10:30am Sunday 

HOLY THURSDAY 29th March 
8:00pm: Mass of the Last Supper including 
Washing of Feet 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 30th March 
  

 
   

Passion

EASTER SATURDAY 31st March 
 

   
Easter Fire

 
EASTER SUNDAY 1st APRIL 
9:00am:  Easter Mass 
10:30am:Easter Mass. 
 

All Welcome! 
 

HOLY SIRIT COMMUNITY DANCE. 

FRIDAY 25 May 2018 

7:30 - 11:30PM 

FEATURING “STEVE AND THE JAMMERS” 

GREAT MUSIC & GREAT FUN FOR ALL  

$15 PER PERSON 

BYO DRINKS, NIBBLES & GLASSES 

TEA/COFFE & SWEETS PROVIDED. 

Tuesday 27 March at 7:30pm at St Anne's Park Orchards.

For all our mothers 
on Sunday 12th  
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We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134

Editors: Mary Ryan and Joan Plostins 
Publisher: Newtone Press 
Spirit Magazine is published four times a year by Holy Spirit Parish 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood 
Phone: 9876 3717 • Fax: 9879 6042 • Email: mary.ryan@cam.org.au
The contents of this magazine are printed in an e�ort to support community awareness and communication and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, 
our Parish Priest, or the people of the Holy Spirit Parish.
Letters to the Editor, enquiries re distribution information and sourced contributions should be sent to 
Holy Spirit Parish House, 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood (address above)
Average circulation 800 copies – Not for pro�t
Printed by Newtone Press – 11 Evans Street, Burwood Vic 3125 Phone: 9874 6152  
Email: enquiries@newtone.com.au
Closing date for next edition – 25/11/2013

22-24 Holy Spirit Fete NewsAdvertising in  
‘The Spirit’ magazine

If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
the other businesses from our local community who 
are bene�ting from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size 
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size 

For more information contact the editor (Mary Ryan) 
at the Parish House on 9876 3717.

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries

If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
businesses from our local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine.
The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size
For more information contact the Parish House on 9876 3717. 

Advertising in ‘The Spirit’ magazine

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.

2 SEPTEMBER 2013
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au

12 JUNE 2016

~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne
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Save the Date 

Parish Mission and Launch  

20th May 2018 

Pentecost Sunday  
The feast of our parish patron the Holy Spirit 

 

12-3pm in the Church 

(Includes lunch. Further details and registration opening in April) 

All parishioners are urged to participate 


