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Thank You from the Editor
Another year rushing to a close, so much has happened and still 
so much to do.  

Please try to remember as you rush from one thing to another 
preparing for Christmas, that it should be a season of Joy and 
Peace with Family.

I realize Peace might be a bit of a stretch, but when I reflect back 
over past Christmases, I think I missed out on a lot of the JOY, 
because of the preparations!

The Holy Land Tour dominates this edition. I have tried to give 
you all sense of the Journey.  The feeling of having walked along 
with us on the many paths we travelled so often, in the steps of 
the characters of the Bible and the Gospels, we have heard and 
read about all our lives.  A truly surreal experience and I have tried 
to convey this with the photo’s being randomly placed – not in 
any chronological or geographical order. Unfortunately, I am not 
great with using layout programs so please forgive me if it’s not 
quite “up to scratch”.  Jen from Minuteman Mitcham can only do 
so much with my raw material!

Congratulations to all for another fabulous fete day – This is 
such a great community event, and whilst the money raised is 
phenomenal, it is what we are able to provide for the broader 
community that may bring the greatest value of all. The example 
of those working themselves to exhaustion, those spending 
time talking to visitors, families and friends and so many other 
elements come together, and like throwing pebbles into a pond – 
We never know where those ripples may end.  

Christ threw some metaphorical pebbles into the pond of 
society over two thousand years ago and we are the ripples still 
spreading – We have not yet reached the shore…. Perhaps this 
Christmas, with the world in ever increasing turmoil, we can make 
an effort to share more truly in the Christmas story in whatever 
small way we can so that hopefully, just like in the days of Christ 
and his disciples, the community will look at us and remark “See 
those Christians, how they love one another” It’s that simple and 
that hard.

Thank you to all who have contributed and helped in so many 
ways, great and small with the production of The Spirit over the 
past year.  Your assistance and ongoing support is what produces 
the magazine – the rest is just the mechanics.

Know how very much you are appreciated.

May your Christmas be a joyous celebration of the birth of that 
one child who brought such love and comfort to the world, and

May the New Year of 2018 bring good health, laughter, a little bit 
of wealth, and

May your God walk beside you on your path every moment of 
every day.

A very Happy Christmas to one and all.  

Helen Konynenburg

The Spirit Magazine is published four times a year. 
Editor: Helen Konynenburg E-mail: Helen@konynenburg.com 
Publisher: Minuteman Press Mitcham Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com
The contents of this magazine are printed in an effort to support community awareness  
and communication and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, our Parish 
Priest, or the people of the Holy Spirit Parish.
Letters to the Editor, enquiries re distribution information and sourced contributions  
should be sent to:  Holy Spirit Parish House, 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood  
(address above)
Average circulation 700 copies - Not for profit
NOW AVAILABLE IN FULL COLOUR ONLINE:  
http://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/TheSpiritMagazine.aspx
Printed by Minuteman Press Mitcham - Shop 2, 535 Whitehorse Road  
Mitcham, Vic, 3132 - Phone: 9873 2888 www.mitcham.minutemanpress.com.au
Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com
Closing date for next edition:   February 14, 2018 
Focus for next Edition:  What is your experience of Divine Renovation? 
How have you participated? How would you like to participate to continue 
to grow our vibrant parish?
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Around the Parish
Thank you Stan The Holy Spirit community wishes to 

thank Stan Fisher for his dedication 
and commitment as out Parish Council 
President for the past four years.

Stan has always been there for us in spite of 
a couple of bouts of serious illness during 
his presidency.  The good news is that he 
will stay on the new Parish Council so we 
can still access his wisdom and guidance.  A 
lot of that comes from being a Senior VFL 
umpire for many years.

To Stan and Joan (behind every good man 
stands a good woman), thank you both for 
all of your good works for our community.

Response from Stan

Fr Joe, many thanks for your kind words 
of appreciation on behalf of the Parish 
following the completion of my term as 
Chairperson of the Parish Pastoral Council.

I have gained satisfaction out of working 
with yourself and the dedicated members 

of the committee, it was a valued 
experience.

I will continue to be a member of the new 
parish pastoral Council with Dominic as 
Chairperson and to assist in meeting the 
needs of our parish.

Many thanks to my wonderful wife Joan 
, our family and the any fantastic people 
in the Parish who have given me valued 
assistance during my rehabilitation from ill 
health.  I belong to a very caring Parish.

In conclusion, my sincere appreciation 
and thanks to the Parish personnel for 
the beautiful and unique gift that Fr Joe 
presented to me on your behalf.

To all, once again, many thanks and God 
Bless,

Yours sincerely 
Stan Fisher.

Stan & Joan Fisher

Another new Altar Server inducted into the 
Parish rosters at Holy Spirit and the presentation 
of new altar servers at St Anne’s. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW ALTAR SERVERS

“When God comes, he always calls us out of our house. We are visited so 
that we can visit others; we are encountered so as to encounter others; we 
receive love in order to give love.” - Pope Francis
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Around the Parish

Baby Liam Groza

Natalie, Michael and 
kids Kane & Brielle who 
will be baptised on 
19.11.17
Welcome ceremony Sat 
4th Nov, 2017

Baptisms Welcomings

Welcoming Emily Cefai with parents Luke & Lauren, 
and family Nicholas, Rachel & Daniel – Welcome to 
our parish to all of you.

Milla CLARKE, Parents Leigh & Brooke

Robbie O’DONNELL, Parents Xavier & 
Elizabeth



DECEMBER 2017 5

Our Family. Peter, Kathryn, Charlie and Frederick Van Winden. 

Around the Parish

Frederick is being welcomed at Mass, Saturday 18 November 2017 
and Baptised on Sunday, 17 December 2017. 

I grew up in Ringwood and went to school at Holy Spirit. Three years 
ago we moved back to Ringwood. We look forward to our boys 
growing up in the community. Many thanks, Kathryn Van Winden.

L – R Baby 
Maddison 
Jennifer Reilly 
with parents 
David & 
Samantha with 
cousin Baby 
Sienna Grace 
Ryan, parents 
Nicholas & 
Brooke & BIG 
SISTER Ava Mae

Grandparents Adrian & 
Mary Reilly with Aunt 
& cousin Catherine and 
Michael Loonstra.

Baptisms Welcomings
STOP PRESS – Apologies to some of our families – You know what 
it’s like when you have a jigsaw puzzle almost completed on the 
table and someone comes along and accidently tips it over? Well, 
that’s what happened with some of the Baptism families names 
and photo’s this edition – I won’t go into details about computer 
malfunctions, and an editor who threw out her notes – but –My 
dear fellow parishioners will you please make an effort to greet and 
welcome all of these beautiful families when you see them at Mass, 
regardless of the fact that you may not know their names – Ask and 
you shall be answered!

10th September

Milla CLARKE, Parents Leigh & Brooke 
Robbie O’DONNELL, Parents Xavier & Elizabeth

17th September

Arlo FRASER, Parents Cameron & Jaimee

24th September

Ryan EVANS, Parents Adam & Megan 
Jack HEUSTON, Parents David & Natalie

1st October

William & Samson McWHINNEY, Parents Steven & Debra

8th October

Jenson CARLTON, Parents Stefan & Lina 
Madeline JANSON, Parents Cameron & Briony

15th October

Charlotte TEITZ, Parents Clinton & Nichola 
Mateo OLIVEIRA, Parents Pedro & Clare 
Emily CEFAI, Parents Luke & Lauren

21st October

Charlotte VARGA, Parents Charles & Amber

22nd October

Francesca ARNOTT, Parents Richard & Jessica 
Liam GROZA, Parents Peter & Terri (he is my nephew’s son)

29th October

Oliver RYAN, Parents Stephen & Michelle 
Mattias RIQUELME, Parents Erwin & Sharon 
Sienna RYAN, Parents Nicholas & Brooke 
Maddison REILLY, Parents David & Samantha
Mikayla KRIVSKY, Parents Ryan & Michelle

4th November

Kane & Brielle WILSON, Parents Michael & Natalie

19th November 

Leonardo TINEO, Parents Eduardo & Elizabeth 
Keegan COOK, Parents Anthony & Kathryn



DECEMBER 20176

Wedding Anniversaries

Around the Parish
Robin & Alec Walsh 

Longtime parishioners and 
all round good people Robin 
and Alec Walsh recently 
celebrated their Golden 
Wedding anniversary at the 
Royal Mail Hotel at Dunkeld. 
They were married at Holy 
Reedeemer Church in 1967 
and Barry Ward was the 
Groomsman. Congratulations 
and blessings to you both.

Joe & Val Versteegen

Congratulations also to another wonderful Holy Spirit cou-
ple of many years Joe & Val Versteegen who will celebrate 
59 Years of married devotion shortly.

Silvio & Ada Volombello

Silvio & Ada Volombello also celebrated their 42nd Anniver-
sary
recently – Rumour has it Ada said “NO PPC meeting on our 
anniversary!” Go Ada!
Silvio and Ada were among those fortunate to be able 
to renew their wedding vows at Cana. Congratulations 
on achieving another great milestone in the life of your 
marriage.

IMPORTANT NOTICES FOR 2018
Please note in January 2018 Holy Spirit will be reintroducing 10.30 
am mass on Sundays. In the past we only held the9.00 am mass in 
January. Therefore we will still be rostering people as Mass Captains 
and Lectors etc. The new set of Rosters covering November to 
February inclusive will be distributed shortly.

AND as of February 2018, Baptisms will be held every second 

Sunday at 12 noon alternating with St Anne’s. There will be no 
12.45 pm baptisms. Parents are still required to attend a Baptism 
Information Meeting which is usually held on the second Tuesday 
of the month.

All bookings and enquiries should be directed to the Parish House 
on 9876-3077. Thank you.

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB.
HSNC is the largest club participating at 
Melbourne East Netball Association. This 
Spring season we have 7 under 9 teams, 4 
under 11 teams, 3 under 13 teams, 3 under 
15 teams and 5 open teams.
Our season has already finished in prepara-
tion for the new indoor stadium to be built 
over the next 12 months. This should be all 
ready to go for 2019. As such games will 
be played next year at Great Ryrie Primary 
School and Aquinas College. Training for all 
Junior teams will be held at The Rings on a 
Monday afternoon.
We have had some fantastic results this past 
season with a number of teams making 
finals. Congratulations to 11 pink and 13 
blue on their premiership wins. Well done to 
Open red and 11 blue on their runners up 
efforts.
My thanks goes to my committee for all of 
their hard work over the past year.
New players are always welcome at all age 
groups. Please contact Karen Woods for 
more information.
Go Spirits!
Karen Woods- President
0438 580 122.

U 13 Blue Premiers

U11 Pink Premiers

And one very 
proud Netballer 
at Mass on 
Sunday 29th 
October.

Olivia Lawrence

No show without the bro’s Will, Olivia and 
Tom – How lucky are we to have so many 
beautiful young people at Mass?

Robin & Alec Walsh
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Apostles for Today
Prayer and Reflection - August 2017

DIALOGUE IN THE 
FAMILY 
The family consists of and is based 
on dialogue, made up of a thousand 
small things, all of which are important 
and significant: the simplest gestures, 
considerateness, kindnesses, outdoing one 
another in serving each another, but above 
all, nurturing harmony between people 
without ever tiring. 

We believe that two things are particularly 
important: reciprocity and perseverance. 
But who can give us these gifts if not grace? 

The Holy Family is the example which Jesus 
offers to us. He at the centre of the family, 
not as a baby who attracts attention as such, 
another object of some “vice”, benevolently 
granted by the parents, but rather as the 
“holy one” among them. 

Around Jesus there was a first mystery 
which involved his parents, from the 
moment of the Annunciation: the dialogue 
between Mary and Joseph was supported 
by faith in God who sustained everything 
and who always accompanied them. God 
was the “guarantor” of that family. 

The moment of birth was also unusual, but 
the simple and the strangers were there to 
welcome the baby and his parents. 

How much Joseph and Mary must have 
talked among themselves. How many 
questions must have been asked about 
the events and about their future. Jesus 
certainly did not create the basis for a 

simple and predictable future … perhaps 
they weren’t even thinking about it … 
Providence was the lamp that led them 
forward. 

Providence is working also today, but do 
we make room for it? Do we question 
ourselves in our family to understand 
why unexpected things happen and 
what Jesus might be wanting to say to 
us in this way? Contemplation, when it 
is shared, is a different way of dialoguing 
… contemplation is the response to the 
sacred. 

A friend whom we know was struck by a 
very serious and rare illness; her husband, 
a doctor, was obviously very worried. After 
her initial treatment we went to visit them 
and they told us that they had encountered 
a lot of suffering and had been struck by the 
gentleness and serenity of other families 
who were facing the same painful situations, 
simply speaking together and being 
affectionate. They simply said to us: “this was 
the greatest learning experience for us”. In 
this way, having the eyes to sense Jesus who 
is speaking to you in different situations and 
to contemplate him together is a very deep 
level of dialogue, perhaps even a gift. 

Life today is very often frenetic and it seems 
that there is never enough time. This is 
partly true, but dialogue between a couple 
is something which is built up over the 
years … it is a basic way of being which is 
acquired through grace and which must be 
nourished every day, with creativity in every 
situation. 

We parents, it could be said all adults 
in general, also have the opportunity 
to form even the youngest in profound 
contemplation and communication. To 
involve them in an environment where 
people live in this way, without presuming 
that everything must be perfect. In fact, our 
entire humanity accompanies us and our 
children, but we know that our limits are 
overcome by the love of Jesus. 

It is not easy to keep the dialogue with 
our children alive, above all in the years 
of growth, but we have tried to, without 
becoming discouraged over silences or 
conflicts. They formed part of the “package”, 
so to speak, but then, once they had gone 

through adolescence, recognised our 
firmness and understood the importance 
of dialogue particularly in the most difficult 
moments. 

We understood in our family life within the 
Pallottine Family the importance of loving 
the other through opening ourselves to 
listening, to authentic dialogue, free from 
prejudices and unselfish. To understand the 
other’s reasons whoever they might be in 
order to be able to live our differences as 
a richness; this is something which we can 
do wherever we find ourselves and in any 
situation.

FROM SAINT VINCENT PALLOTTI:

 “… each one, imagining themselves to be 
in the House of Nazareth as if part of the 
Holy Family of the Man-God, is to commit 
themselves with that humility, respect, 
simplicity, and spirit of benefitting as much 
as can be imagined that they would have 
practised and promoted as if they really had 
found themselves living with Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph” (OOCC II, 104).

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

- Do we feel the need and the joy of sharing 
our experiences?

- How much time do we dedicate to 
dialogue in the family/community? 

- When we confront one another, do we 
try to convince others, or do we try to 
understand them and their reasons and 
experiences?

- Does our outward attitude put others at 
their ease, creating a climate of trust and 
reassurance, or do we inadvertently raise 
a dividing wall when faced with someone 
who has a different view?

- How do we react when faced with 
someone sharing their pain? Is it easier to 
rejoice together or to face a difficulty? 

Rosa Colucci and Giuseppe del 
Coiro,Rome.Segretariato Generale, Unione 
dell’Apostolato Cattolico
Piazza San Vincenzo Pallotti 204, 00187 Roma, 
Italia uac@uniopal.org

Thank you to Fr Joe for submitting this article

Robin & Alec Walsh
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Around the Parish
Thank you from Joan – This is typical of the responses we receive 
after each edition is published and illustrates the importance of 
YOUR stories.  It is such a lovely way to reconnect people.  We carry 
you in our thoughts and prayers Joan.

Dear Helen, 

Another great edition. Thank you. It was great to read about Leo Brophy 
from Cathy’s point of view. Leo was my neighbour. He lived in unit 2 of 

the property next door. His front door and my double glass back doors 
are several meters apart. I remember that he had a room totally filled 
with his writings and accounts of his worldly travels. He was a lovely 
man. 

You have a wonderful trip to the Holy Land and bring back lots of stories 
and experiences for the next copy of the Spirit. 

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers. Joan Plostins

Xmas or Christmas
 Which do you celebrate – Xmas or Christ-
mas?  They are not the same, you know.  
There is a very big difference between 
them, and a difference much more im-
portant than an abbreviation.
Xmas is the day of good cheer, of greeting 
cards, presents and tinsel.  It is the day 
of kissing under the mistletoe, dancing 
round the tree or skating on the ice.  
Mr. Pickwick belongs to Xmas and so 
does Scrooge.  Parties, children’s games, 
crackers, paper hats, trifle and turkey 
belong to Xmas and so do ghost stories, 
crackling chestnuts and flickering Yule 
logs.

Christmas means bells across the snow 
in the early morning.  Christmas means 
carols, the herald angels singing and 
the shepherds watching.  Christmas is 
the festival of the star in the East, of the 
three Wise Men and of the Christ being 
born in a tumbledown stable in a tiny 
village.  Christmas is the fulfilment of the 
Commandment – “Love One Another.”

It is Christmas, not Xmas, that brings the 
promise of peace on earth and goodwill 
towards men.  It is Christmas, not Xmas, 
that brings the proof that man’s life is 
not just a “tale told by an idiot, full of 
sound and fury, signifying nothing,” but 
something far greater.

It is natural, of course, that the 
jollifications of the festival, the relic of a 
far older pagan celebration, should be 
merged with the remembrance of the 
birth of Christianity for both are dear 
to our hearts, but Xmas is not just an 
abbreviation of Christmas.

Have you realised that to write “Xmas” for 
“Christmas” is sacrilege?  You write “X” as a 
shortening of Christ yet “X” is the symbol 
of the unknown quantity and if you are 
a Christian then Christ is very much a 
known quantity.

Submitted by Lyn Doensen 

Happy 80th Birthday to Hiroko 

Celebrated with a Concert earlier in the year 
and with husband Yasu and the FAMILY for 
the actual birthday.

Editors Note: Hiroko & Yasu joined the recent 
Parish Holy Land Tour and kept pace with 
most and out paced some – like yours truly!

May the Peace, Joy and 
Hope of Christmas be with 
you all at Holy Spirit and 
Beyond
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Park Orchards North Ringwood Parish Junior Football Club

2017 was a great year for the Sharks Junior 
Football Club, the highlight being the 
introduction of girls’ teams.   On the back of 
the rising popularity of female football, we 
appointed a Girls Football Coordinator and 
actively marketed through local schools.   
The result was 3 girls’ teams to complement 
our 17 boys’ teams, with more than 60 girls 
pulling on the Sharks jumper.   And to cap 
off this successful recruiting campaign, our 
Under 16 girls went on to win our first girls 
premiership!   

We also had two boys’ teams win 
premierships in what was one of the Sharks 
most successful years in its proud history.   

The Sharks will be looking to double 
the number of girls at the club in season 
2018.   Registrations for 2018 will open 
on 1 November.   Those who register 
before 15 December 2017 will receive 
discounted membership fees and will also 
go into the draw for one of three $300 
Rebel Sports vouchers.

secretary@sharksjfc.org.au

A Snapshot!  
Name: Kane Wallace

Role in the Parish/
School: Parishioner & 
Ex student, currently 
Year 9 at Whitefriars 
College.

My earliest 
memory…. Climbing 
out of my bed

At school I 
always……Try my 
best

My parents always tell me…...Do your best, we are proud 
of you and we love you.

I wish I had….Super powers

I wish I hadn’t…..Nothing life is life, no regrets.

My most embarrassing moment…..Blowing up a power 
point at school (just recently!)

My happiest moment…..Getting selected vice-captain of 
my football team in 2017

At home I love to …...Relax and watch movies

My favourite gadget is…..my iPhone6

The book that changed my life …..Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
(first book/novel I read)

I’m loving …..Life

Friends say I am…….Unique!

If only I could…...Sing like Frank Sinatra

The last big belly laugh I had…..Always, when Dad 
makes Dad jokes!

What I don’t find amusing is…...People being made fun 
of because of their differences

 I’m always being asked…. Why I wear sunglasses (they 
are actually tinted prescription glasses)

My favourite game is….. Crash Bandicoot

At the moment I’m reading….Fantastic Beats and where 
to find them

If I were a car I’d be…..The Bluesmobile  
(from my favorite movie)

 I often wonder about….What career I will have in t 
he future

Go Sharks!!  
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Shirley Graham’s 
daughter-in-law Nora 
Lamont was elected 
unopposed as Mayor 
for Maroondah Council 
becoming the first 
female to fill that 
position for more than 
one term. Nora has been 
on Council for nine years 
and last served as Mayor 
2012-2013.

Nora and Shirley Shirley & Peter with the family.

Around the Parish

Melbourne Writers 
Festival –  
Reflection on the  
life of Liu Xiaobo
Yet again the intrepid Ringwood 
Women of Words aka our book 
group made their way into Fed 
Square to the recent Melbourne 
Writers Festival. This year the 
Festival provided a focus for an 
‘ in memoriam’ to the late Nobel 
Peace laureate Liu Xia Boa [ The  
Cultural Revolution } who died in 
China, July 2017 aged 61 years. 
Speakers, one of whom wished 
to be characterised simply as a 
witness expressed grave concerns 
for his widow Liu Xia whose fate 
remained unclear.   An informative 
and very moving  insight was 
given into a man who championed  
‘pro-democracy’.  And at the same 
time into the Chinese one party 
system of government of which 
he was so critical.  As I listened 
to the unfolding story of his 

life two things gave me pause.     
First his peaceful ‘no enemies’ 
philosophy.     Second his earlier 
refusals to accept offers to take 
refuge in other countries when 
abroad but to return to China and 
‘be where I am meant to be’   The 
overall experience was to not only 
characterise a courageous human 
being and his interaction with the 
political realities of his time but 
to throw into relief the Australian 
context.  The reality for many here 
who will find themselves perhaps 
questioning and considering as Liu 
Xiaobo has.  Perhaps what caused 
us the most discussion was the 
fact that we take for granted the 
freedom to have such an event.

Small child in Jordon
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GOOD LUCK TO OUR GRADE 6 STUDENTS

On Saturday 11th November we celebrated 
Mass with the Grade 6 students as they 
prepare for the end of their time at Holy 
Spirit Community School.

We had special prayers and a photo 

reflection to make this occasion special.  50 
Adults and 50 children gathered after mass 
for Pizza & Dim Sims Supper and had time 
to mingle with each other.  It was a relaxing 
and enjoyable night and we thank them 
all for participating.  Good luck to all of our 

wonderful young people – we will hold you 
all in our thoughts and prayers as you move 
into this new stage in your lives.  We hope to 
continue to see you at Mass again soon.

-From your Parish family.

Sorry ladies – I just couldn’t 
resist! – Great pizza 

obviously!

Small child in Jordon
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EVERGREENS’
REPORT

As our year draws to a close, we give thanks for the friendship and 
support, offered under the Evergreens umbrella at Holy Spirit.

We especially thank Father Joe for offering our monthly Mass 
(9.15AM on last Friday of the month), Lisa and Margaret for 
organising our music and Lauren from Holy Spirit School, for making 
extra parking available.

Out thanks also to the Parish House Staff, for wearing “whatever hat” 
is required, when asked.

Our calendar for 2018 will be available in the New Year.

For any newcomers, please feel welcome to join us on our meeting 
days or for outings.

Trip to Combe Cottage
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Maria & Grandchildren

Trip to Sorrento

Melbourne Cup Meeting

Helen – Winner Most Glamorous Hat

Maggie Beck – Winner Novelty Hat
80th Birthday Celebration - Val Marsh
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DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Reading Links
GOD AND EVOLUTION The article, God and Evolution, was 
published in the last issue of The Spirit magazine. I have 
now greatly enlarged the article and added some images. 
This revised article can be found in my online book. Go to: 
theeucharist.wordpress.com for my book called Eucharist the 
Basic Spirituality. Click on Further Reading and scroll down to 
find the article. Happy reading, Frank O’Dea

Catholics for Renewal 
http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org/news2015.htm

Thank you to Michael Horne for submitting this link

Image Journal Connecting you to what’s new in the world of art 
and faith  image@imagejournal.org

https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.
aspx?aeid=54209&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20
Thursday%2026%20October%202017&utm_
content=Eureka%20Street%20Daily%20-%20
Thursday%2026%20October%202017+CID_
ba4fc81b3a347553b8e322aba1cbb57f&utm_
source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=READ%20
MORE

Did you know that long term parishioners 
Peter & Angela Abrams are moving?

I don’t know how many years they have 
been part of this parish, but it has been 
a very long time. Their children attended 
Holy Spirit School and Aquinas College 
and there have already been grandchildren 
graduate from Holy Spirit.  We still have their 
son Andrew up at Casalinga Restaurant on 
Maroondah Highway Croydon and Ben & 
Belinda may still have someone at Holy Spirit 
– So we are not losing them completely.

They are moving over to share a 
neighborhood with fellow parishioners 
Kevin & Margaret Fox and Sheila & Peter 
Howell.

Every best wish for your move Angela 
And Peter – Thank you for ALL of your 
many wonderful contributions to the Holy 
Spirit Community School and parish – you 
are forever woven into the fabric of our 
community.

Around the Parish
Vale Mary Mulcahy

Many parishioners will remember Jim & 
Mary Mulcahy who were stalwart supporters 
of the parish for many years.  Jim supplied 
the first car for the “then” Parish raffle.  Mary 
died on the eight of November and I am 
sure she is back with her beloved Jim in the 
arms of the God they both loved and served 
so well.  We offer our condolences to all of 
their family.
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Vietnam
Our Journey

through

HANOI - HALONG - HUE - HOI AN - MEKONG DELTA - SAIGON

2nd - 15th March 2018

A taste of Vietnam, visiting the best the country 
has to offer from the North to the South
• Tour highlights & Inclusions
• Water Puppet Show in Hanoi (1st class seating)
• Cycle ride in Hanoi’s Old Quarter
• Sublime two night cruise on Halong Bay including on-shore excursion
• Scenic drive via Hai Van Pass from Hue to Hoi an
• Red Bridge cooking tour in Hoi An
• Local boat trips in the Mekong Delta on a private basis
• 12 nights accommodation including 2 nights on Halong Bay Cruise
• 1700 hrs guaranteed hotel late check out in Saigon
• 12 breakfasts – 3 dinners – 7 lunches
• All airport/hotel transfers and land transfers between towns/cities on  

a private guided basis
• Vietnam Visa – fully issued before departure
• Vietnam Air airfare & taxes
• Fully Escorted from Melbourne by expert tour guide Edwina Mallia

8/935 Station St  
Box Hill North VIC 3129

+61 3 9899 5366
+61 3 9899 5377

Edwina Mallia
Personal Travel Advisor

www.rheomtravel.com.au

FROM $3499* pp TWIN SHARE | $4336* pp SINGLE ROOM

Hoi An

Halong Bay

Hue Danang

THAILAND

C H I N A

Cu Chi

C A M B O D I A

HANOI

VIENTIANE

PHNOM-PENH
Saigon

L
A

O
S

Gulf  of
Tonkin

Ben Tre

VIETNAM

*all inclusive per person

LIVING in a Violent World.
Those of us with ready access to various 
media are aware that we are being 
bombarded from every side with reports 
of violence: domestic violence, murders, 
robberies, suicide bombers, diplomatic 
spats, war, street protests, sexual abuse and 
even in Nature. Violence (among humans) 
has its roots in fear, in hurt, in feelings 
of being undervalued, in frustration and 
powerlessness. Violence comes out of hearts 
that, for many reasons, are deprived of love. 
You and I are blessed with a large amount 
of freedom from violence, but what we see 
and hear of it daily does encroach on our 
minds and hearts threatening to undermine 
our confidence in goodness. You may be 
aware of the effects on you of this deluge – 
anxiety, poor sleep, a diminished capacity to 
concentrate, increased pessimistic thinking 
about our world, even a paralysis about how 
to respond in a positive way. What can we 

do to protect ourselves from the unhealthy 
impact of reported violence?

 We need to stay in touch with God’s love 
for us. There are passages from Scripture 
to pray with that remind us of God’s 
loving faithfulness and compassion (e.g. 
Lamentations 3: 22-23; Psalms 103, 107; 
Romans 8:38-9). We need to reduce the 
amount of exposure we suffer – there is no 
need to watch the news every day or click 
on every phone app news item! As St Paul 
says, let’s give our thoughts over to things 
life giving and beautiful (Phil 4:8). When we 
are really touched and hurt by a particular 
violent event, we need to bring ourselves to 
Jesus – perhaps return to a time when we 
have experienced Jesus’ consolation before, 
or to the Cross where he hangs. When we 
recognise our stress and inner disharmony 
we can also give ourselves a physical 
soothing treat, something that will release 

the energy trapped in our muscles. When 
we go to bed, we can keep our mind on the 
sweetest moment of the day, however small.

 God is as dismayed by the violence in our 
world as we are. God experiences it more 
keenly than any one of us does. Yet God’s 
promise is to be faithful and to continue to 
respond with love and life. Let us not forget 
that. Let us choose to walk with God in Jesus 
in company with our suffering brothers and 
sisters. And let us pray for each other.

Yours in Christ,
Iain Radvan sj 
Director  
Campion centre of Ignatian Retreats, a place 
for spiritual direction and retreats. Don’t 
forget to look up the offerings for prayer and 
meditation with Campions Programs for  
2018 www.campion.asn.au

Christmas is for Love
Love is reaching out to those in need 
“A voice cries out” our Advent theme.

Love endures, good times, through 
challenges, heartache, achievement, 
love conquers the distances.

Love cannot be wrapped up, but it is 
indeed coated in gold.

Love is central to Christmas.

It is the purchase of  friendship.

It is the cove of  our hearts.

It is the spine of  our faith.

It is precious,  it is a gift.

Love is born on Christmas Day.

Christmas is for family

Uniting, eating and drinking, giving 
presents, singing, time together -

As we gather here today in 
celebration.  We unite as Gods 
family,  we are all equal.

We are a family in Gods image;

Loving,  serving, respecting, caring 
for each other, laughing together.

May we continue to be one.

Join Edwina if  you can for another wonderful  
journey brought to us by Rheom Travel
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JOURNEY TO THE HOLY LAND   
- ISRAEL & JORDAN -

Betty Carter
My thoughts on the trip would be:

The God-given opportunity for the 
pilgrimage was an exhilarating experience 
of spiritual renewal and revival for me.  It 
extended my understanding of the wonder 
of His love and a deeper appreciation of the 
need to surrender to His will according to 
the example set by Jesus.  How agonizingly 
difficult and troubling must the end have 
been for Jesus and Mary and His friends.

The culmination of each day’s activities was 
gift-wrapped in the celebration of the Mass 
highlighted by the thought and passion 
demonstrated by Fr Joe and the Group’s 
participation. 

The trip was also filled with much fun and 
laughter each day, some episodes still 
producing a smile when narrating to my 
family and friends.

My special thanks to Matilda for inviting 
me to join this pilgrimage, Fred, Ingrid and 
Patrick and to each and every one of you for 
your generosity, friendliness and care.
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Eleanore Kozma
Reflecting on my journey through the Holy 
Land, my most enduring memory will be 
of our Jewish tour director Naftali. In his 
knowledgeable and quiet manner he led 
us on the journey of the life of Jesus to the 
places I have been taught and read about 
since my early childhood. His understanding 
of our Christian faith - he attended some of 

our Masses - was a lesson for all in religious 
tolerance.

The olive tree in the Garden of Gethse-
mane, over 2000 years old, was a high-
light, as it would have been growing 
there at the time of the Agony in the 
garden.

JOURNEY TO THE HOLY LAND  - ISRAEL & JORDAN 
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Ada Volombello
I feel so blessed and privileged to have 
visited the holy places where Our Lord 
was born, lived his childhood, preached, 
performed miracle, where he prayed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and walked the Via 
Dolorosa on the way to Golgotha.

Truly, a most beautiful experience.

Many thanks to Father Joe and Cath Stone 
for making this journey possible.

Jordan

Petra’s ancient rock Temples and Tombs were 
fantastic.

I also was very impressed with the Bedouin 
people; I admired their resilience and hard 

work to make a living, to 

support their families, in rocky, desolate 
mountains.

Their livestock, sheep and goats make them 
self sufficient, with a trip to town only when 
wanting to sell stock.

While travelling through towns, I saw happy, 
healthy children (mainly boys) playing in 
rubble around their crumbling, concrete 
homes.

In one town I noticed an old stone bus 
shelter with 8-10 beautiful young girls 
wearing white head veils. They were having 
a very happy and animated chat while 
waiting for the school bus. A couple of the 
girls gave us a wave.

It brought home to me, how children all over 
the world are alike, and need very little to 
make them happy.

Altogether it was a fabulous trip. 
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Adrian Reilly 

Geography
The relative hostility of the Holy Land is the 
most obvious thing to a visitor. I can more 
easily imagine Abraham and his families 
being a desert people, I can more easily 
imagine Moses and his people wandering 
in the desert and appreciate how tough an 
existence it was and how easily the faith of 
the people would have been challenged. 
To see the aridity of so much of the land 
away from the Jordan Valley and the Sea 
of Galilee is to understand more readily 
the scriptural allusions to wilderness (one 
step outside the city wall) seeds falling 
on stony ground (the fields where the 
people planted crops is so rocky!) and the 
shepherd and his sheep (because the sheep 
and goats do know their master and follow 
him!) To see the vastness of the then world 
from Megiddo or Mt Carmel or the view of 
the ‘Promised Land’ Moses was given from 
Mt Nebo and realise we were standing in 
the same places as these Biblical characters, 
was humbling and a privilege. And to stand 
with our feet in the Sea of Galilee and the 
waters of the Jordan River was eerie, 
knowing that the God we 
believe in did the same 
in his short life! I was 
lucky to be part of the 
experience.

Faith 
A visit to this place was 
overwhelming in many 
ways. It prompted random 
thoughts about the place of 
faith in the lives of all people. 
It made the Holy Family more 
real; to imagine them as young 
people or them as a family, 
travelling as they did about this 
land was salutary. The distances are 
amazing considering that they walked 
or rode a donkey, especially to Egypt 
and back! And being in the places they 
lived, worked and lived their lives was 
humbling too and made them more 
real people. Perhaps you could get 
a map and work out the distance 
between Jerusalem, Tiberius and 
Bethany Beyond the Jordan? The 
Distance between Bethlehem, 
Nazareth and Capernaum is also 
fairly impressive. The importance 
of Jerusalem to so many faiths is an 

encouragement 
to our faith. To hear the call to 
prayer from the minarets of the Muslim 
faith was challenging for we Catholics 
whose prayer routine is nowhere near the 
Islamic faithful’s. A visit to the Western Wall 
of Jerusalem on the Sabbath 
was quite an 

experience; 
commitment, dedication 
of their lives to the god we all believe 
were all things on display at the Wall. The 

importance of the study of scripture 
is foremost in the life of a dedicated 
Jew and certainly on display there as 
we too, prayed at this Sacred Site.  It 
was wonderful to share the Saturday 
evening meal with all elements of 
the Jewish tradition at our hotel! 
Finally, the trip made me think of 
how amazing was and is the faith 
of countless Christians over two 
thousand years who have shared 
their beliefs and remained strong, 
they like most Australians, ‘who 
haven’t seen yet believed’ who 
never visited the holy places 
like we did to have their faith 
rewarded. I think of the faith 

that most of own parents have handed 
on to us and I am thankful!

 

JOURNEY TO THE HOLY LAND  - ISRAEL & JORDAN 
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John and Jennifer

We started our Holy land trip with Silvio 
and Ada, a few days before the rest of the 
Group. In Tel Aviv we stayed in the old part 
of the city, an area frequented by dozens 
of stray cats. The crumbling mansions gave 
a sense of sadness, as though the houses 
themselves could remember the happy 
times now past. We were very surprised 
to see also the apparently abandoned 
cars, with layers of dust and grime, some 
with months worth of parking fines, which 
seemed to suggest that the owners 
had either forgotten the cars were 
there or were reluctant to move them 
in case they lost their parking space. 
All in all this was a very different place 
to the buzzing metropolis with all the 
high-rise buildings on the other side 
of town. We stayed at a boutique hotel 
whose motto was “locals know best’ and 
this was very true as they directed us 
to a charming cafe for breakfast where 
we were introduced to some traditional 
Israeli breakfast dishes.

We loved seeing all the places, the names 
of which were so familiar to us from the 
Bible, especially in the company of such a 
warm and friendly group who made us feel 
so welcome. We were so glad to be a part of 
the daily mass conducted by Father Joe; in 
fact we have never been to so many masses 
in a two-week period before! Some of the 
highlights were repeating our marriage 
vows in Cana, repeating our baptismal vows 
at the River Jordan, and seeing both the 
birthplace of Jesus, as well as the place of 
the crucifixion. We gained an appreciation 
of what it would have been like 

for Jesus to walk from town to town in the 
searing heat during the time of his Ministry. 
We learned a lot about events featured in 
both the Old and New Testaments of the 
Bible but we also had a lot of fun on the trip, 
recalling Father Joe bobbing up and down 
in the Dead Sea, and Ian risking arrest at 
every turn as he tried to photograph all the 
locals, including Bedouins in the desert. We 
have great memories of this trip.  With our 
best wishes to our fellow travellers

JOURNEY TO THE HOLY LAND  - ISRAEL & JORDAN 
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Silvio Volombello

It’s been a few weeks since having returned 
from the Holy Lands of Israel and Jordan but 
the emotions and delights are still fresh in 
mind.  Just ask me one day about our trip, if you 
have a few hours to spare.  Ada and I have been 
on a few serious holidays now that we have 
reached that time in life where there are fewer 
time pressures and a bit more cash to splash 
but I’d have to say that this trip was the “one in 
a lifetime”.  It has brought a physicality to the 
words of the gospels and to the nature of the 
man-God we know as Jesus Christ.   

One of the first things that struck me in 
following His footsteps was what wonderful 
sandal makers the early Jews must have been.  
The mountains and valleys are dry and rocky 
and the air is hot.   If we think about Mary, at 
the tender age of 16 she decides she needs to 
visit her cousin Elizabeth.  She lives in Nazareth 
and Lis in Bethlehem.  No biggie – well not so.  

It’s about 120 kms one way but off she goes.  
She stays with Elisabeth for 3 months until Lis 
gives birth to John the Baptist and then Mary 
walks back again.  Soon after arriving home, 
the paranoid Herod calls a census doesn’t he so 
now she and Joe have to head on back down 
to Bethlehem again.  And by the way, Mary 
is pregnant.  Remember the whole nativity 
scene thing.  Wow.   Truly an amazing young 
woman.  Apparently this trekking was a common 
occurrence.  Remember Jesus at age 
12 preaches in the temple.  
The temple is in 
Jerusalem about 
10kms short of 
Bethlehem.  So 
Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus must have been 
tough and hardened 
people.  But imagine 
how tough their sandals 
must have been.

Having spent 2 days on the 
shores around the Sea of 
Galilee and seen the site of 
Joseph’s workshop, of Mary’s 
home, of the first miracle at 
Cana, the walking on the water, the 
multiplication of the loaves and fishes, the 
fishing places of Simon/Peter and many of the 
apostles, of the sermon on the mount and the 

Beatitude’s and so much more that one begins to 
“feel” the life of Jesus.  

Mind you, don’t think it looks as it did in His day.  
There are a lot of churches built over lots of ruins.  
What could you expect after 2000 years. 

On to the old lady; Jerusalem.  What an amazing 
place.  The centre of religious belief for Catholics 
of all varieties, of Jews, of Muslims.  And 
they all abide each other 
through a process 
they call 

the Status Quo.  A very delicate and intricately 
negotiated sharing of the holy places.  So don’t 
be late or your group will have to wait for your 
next turn.   

Amazing places all of them; the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, the tomb and Calvary, the tomb 
of David, the Via Delerosa as the winding path on 
which Jesus walked and dragged his cross to his 
crucifixion and runs through a market crowded 
with shoppers and sightseers much as it would 
have in His day.  But the one experience that 
sent a shiver down my spine was the Garden 
of Gethsemane; still there and still growing 
olive trees.  Olive trees that are 2000 years 
old.   These trees observed the Agony, they 
saw Judas give Jesus the kiss of betrayal, the 
lopping off of the ear of one of the servants, 
of dragging Jesus down the hill, across the 
valley and up to the house of 
the High Priest 

Caiaphas. 
And these 
old trees 
still 
produce 
olives 
and the 
resultant 
oil is 
sent 

annually to the 
Vatican for the use of the Pope.  I 

reckon it must make a fantastic pizza or spag 
bol.

I’d love to tell you about the prison cell, or 
cave really, that held Jesus under the house of 
Caiaphas, of old Jerusalem and the Wailing Wall 
and Bethlehem, Masada, Caesarea and I haven’t 
even mentioned Tel Aviv or for that matter the 
whole of Jordan and Petra, the Dead Sea and 
the Bedouins. But I did say I could talk about this 
experience for hours.   

JOURNEY TO THE HOLY LAND  - ISRAEL & JORDAN 

The Sea of Galilee – Just a lake really, and we were told by our guide, just as dangerous today as it was in the 
time of Jesus – Sudden winds & storms cause the deaths of tourists every summer.
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Edwina Mallia

Journey Through the Holy land & Jordan – 10th 
September to 25th September 2017

When Catherine, from our office, first approached 
me to organise a tour to the Holy land & Jordan 

for the parish of Holy Spirit in Ringwood North, I 
was not too sure I could do it.  It was with much 
trepidation that I accepted.  Catherine introduced 
me to Fr. Joe Shibu and it got easier from that 
time on.  After 18 months of preparation we set 
off on our adventure 16 day. 

I tried to keep a sort of diary 
and here are some extracts:

“We are now in our 4th day 
of our Journey, the group has 
settled in well and they seem 
to be enjoying every minute 
we are together.  

Fr. Joe is quite a character and 
very IT savvy.  He set up on 
WhatsApp a HSG and we all 
share our photos, but he is the 
prolific one!  I do not seem to 
find the time to download the 
photos in between emails and 
looking after everyone.”

“Yesterday we started our 
journey in Jaffa the ancient port, where medieval 
pilgrims started their 2 day trek to Jerusalem.  
The heat increased with every step we took 
especially when we arrived at the city of Caesarea, 
ingeniously built by King Herod to please the 
Roman Emperor of the time. By the time we 
arrived at Mount Carmel and Muhraqa where we 
did a lot of walking we were glad to get back on 
the air-conditioned coach and snooze through 
the one-hour drive to the hotel at the Sea of 
Galilee.

On arrival in Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee after 
a very long day travelling from Tel Aviv, we 
attended at St Peter’s Church just around the 
corner from our hotel and one could see and 
feel the happiness, which emanated from Fr. Joe 
being in this area and celebrating Mass.  We were 
all very grateful.”  

“Another exciting day at Cana with all the couples 
in our group renewing their vows in the Chapel 
of the First Miracle in Cana.  Fr Joe said a special 
Mass and made it a very moving experience for 
everyone even for us standing on the other side 
of the altar”.  

Renewal of marriage vows in Cana.

The wonderful relaxing cruise, in a replica of a 
2000-year-old boat, round the Sea of Galilee 
and listening to some beautiful music and with 
Horiato and Jassu giving us an impromptu 

singing performance was one of the highlights of 
the trip.  The atmosphere was magical.

“We are having Mass every day Fr Joe always has 
a smile and is so pleased to have been given this 
great opportunity.  The group loves it too.”

“Yesterday we had a wonderful day starting 
with Mass at the Church St Peter Primacy 
which is surrounded by beautiful gardens and 
overlooks the Sea of Galilee.  Mass was held 
outside in the garden Fr Joe was so excited.  At 
each Mass we have singing and it creates such 
a holistic atmosphere.  After Mass we had time 
to go around the gardens and down to the Sea 
of Galilee, where we all took off our shoes and 
waded in.  To me it was so symbolic” 

“Our visit to Capernaum was quite enlightening 
in a lot of ways, historically, religiously and 
archaeologically this was followed by an even 
more interesting place, the Roman and Byzantine 
ruins of Bet She’an.

In spite of the heat we walked and climbed 
up through the ruins and down a 2000-year-
old cistern and learnt a lot about the more 
recent conflicts of Israel as we were very close 
to the Golan Heights and Syria just over the 
mountain range.  We travelled past some kibbutz 
communities which were entirely not what I 
expected.”

There were a few episodes when I experienced 
“teary eyes” and one, which I shall always 
treasure, is the arrival into Jerusalem.  The driver 
put on some music “Jerusalem, Jerusalem” we all 
knew it and sang along when all of a 
sudden, the golden dome and 
the city of Jerusalem appeared 
from nowhere.  It was quite 
emotional for everyone; a few 
tears were wiped off.

I was worried when it was the 
day to visit Bethlehem, which 
is Palestinian territory, but it 
when it went so smoothly 
I was relieved. We visited 
the Church of the Nativity 
which is a byzantine church 
built over the grotto where 
Jesus was born. This was 
an anticlimax to me, there were too many 
people waiting to go in the Church, which was 
being renovated, and we had limited time to see 

the grotto and “manger”.  So, once we got near 
the narrow entrance to the grotto it was push 
and shove, paparazzi and not much respect to 
this holy place.  The “easy” climb to The Church 
of the Visitation, built over the home of St John 
the Baptist made up for the disappointment of 
Bethlehem.  The tour finished at “Garden of the 
Tomb” which to me was a little controversial to 
the scope of our journey.

I thought it was a splendid experience for 
everyone having dinner at the hotel on the eve 
of the Sabbath. We were the privileged group 
to be seated in the same dining room as all the 
Orthodox Jews who were staying at the hotel for 
the night.  We witnessed their custom of prayer 
before the meal, the dress worn by the men and 
women and their manner of eating the meal.

I thoroughly enjoyed the visit of the Holocaust 
Museum with the “singles group”.

It was time to say goodbye to Jerusalem and off 
to Jordan.  The journey through the border 
crossing was uneventful, thankfully.

The city of Petra was absolutely beautiful 
and mysterious; definitely one of the 
Wonders of the World, I wish we had 
more time to explore.  There are lots of 
photographs in my camera to remind me 
of the extraordinary visit and coupled 
with that, the journey through Wadi Rum 
makes for a magnificent experience of that 
part of Jordan.  

The moment that I feel, was most 
meaningful to me was the walk through 
the bushy passage from the ancient 
chapel of the baptism of Our Lord to the 
Jordan River.  We were all so silent and 
contemplative, then Fr Joe put on the 
most beautiful hymn to which we all sang 

all the way to the bank of the Jordan River.  I 
recorded this and each time I play it, I get tears in 
my eyes.

An unexpected visit to Madaba, the hometown of 
our Jordanian guide, was another highlight.  We 
would not have seen the underground labyrinth 
beneath the church.

The best hotel on this trip, for me, was the Marriot 
Dead Sea Hotel & Spa; wish we had another day 
to enjoy the facilities of this hotel.

The lowest note of this tour, for me, was the last 
hour before we left for Amman; I missed the very 

last and important Mass of the journey!

I am so 
grateful to 
everyone who 
shared this 
experience 
with me, you 
have been a 
wonder group 
of people and I 
am so proud to 
have made this 
journey with you.
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Congratulations to all who worked so 
hard to prepare, and succeeded so  
well in providing another great 
Community Fete Day.

Thank you to all those who came and 
worked so hard all day long. 

Thank you to all  who came along and 
supported supported our Community by 
their enthusiastic presence.

AND, Thank you to all those who came 
and cleaned up on Sunday!

Bargains to be had!

Glenys O’Callaghan with son & grandchildren  
– (I think Kevin looked like this when he first 
started as a “cash Collector “with the Fete)

Welcome to Visiting 
GREAT _ Grandparent

Marjorie (97 
Years) has a great 
grandchild at Holy 
Spirit community 
school. Thank you 
so very much for 
coming to visit our 
community Fete, and 
the great chat! (the 
photographer!)

Lots of families!

Kerry & Ian Haddow stocking up 
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Sisters-in-law!

There’s plenty to laugh about

Xavier has what he wants 

Who was missing from the Fete?
Yes, Fr Kevin Mogg missed the Fete for the first time 
since it’s inception in it’s current form! What happened?  
He wasn’t at the Spring Racing Carnival - 

It was a classic case of Everyone thought that Somebody 
was collecting Fr Kevin, and No one realized that 
Everyone was wrong!

Traditions – Sisters from Frankston.  Marlene , a regular for many years, 
lived in North Ringwood until about 6 years ago when the family 
moved to Frankston.  NOW, she gets out of bed at 6AM on a NON 
WORK DAY to come to the Holy Spirit Fete.  Quote “And, I buy heaps – 
My house is full of crap from this fete”!  -Oh, so many of us can identify 
with that sentiment Marlene!!  Thank you both for your continued 
support and wonderful good humour – It is PEOPLE who make our 
fete great – and you two of those people! See you next year!

Sisters...

Should I 
buy this 
one or...

this one?
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DEVOTED 
GRANDPARENTS

Winners & Grinners 

Welcome home to Tony & Kaz 

HARD WORKERS

Bob Bresnan  with granddaughter Violet visiting 
from Singapore And, Uncle Robert!

Thank you to ALL of our visitors on the day, 
whether you are new to our area, visiting 
friends and family or have been dragged here 
by grandchildren – Please know you are very 
welcome to our community and thank you for 
your support of our great fete.

There is no need to explain how much work 
goes in to staging a show like this, and the 
support of our parish community is vital, but 
seeing all our visitors (11,500 through the 
gate) on the day, just makes all the hard work 
worthwhile.  Our fete has always been about 
people, that’s our point of difference and we 
hope you enjoyed it as much as us!

And, thank you to all our stalwarts –
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WORK OF HUMAN HANDS
In the Eucharist the gifts of bread and wine 
are brought to the altar in procession. When 
the celebrant receives them he elevates the 
bread a little and offers the bread to the 
Father with the prayer.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,

for through you goodness we have received 
the bread we offer you;

fruit of the earth and work of human hands,

it will become for us the bread of life.

When he receives the wine he acts 
similarly and uses the prayer:

Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation,

for through your goodness we have 
received the wine we offer you:

fruit of the vine and work of human 
hands,

It will become our spiritual drink.

Let’s reflect on the 
phrase ‘work of 
human hands’.
The bread has gone through a very long 
series of processes. The farmer ploughs the 
ground, fertilizes it, plants the seed, waits 
while the wheat grows and then harvests it.

The wheat may be stored in a silo, then 
trucked to a flour mill where it is processed 
into flour. Water is added to the flour and 
the dough is then formed into hosts which 
are baked in the oven. The hosts are then 
distributed to the churches.

A lot of hands have been involved in this 
process. It has not always been a hands-on 
process as much of the work is done by 
machinery.

The wine has gone through a similar process. 
The species of vine is carefully chosen to suit 
the climate and soil of the area. The grapes 
are picked, taken to a factory where they are 
crushed and processed into wine which is 
stored in barrels until it is mature. It’s then 
poured into bottles or casks and distributed 
to shops where it is sold to the churches.

The way bread and wine have been made 
has been refined over thousands of years, 
each generation building on the work of the 
previous generation.

In Jesus’ time making bread and wine was 

very much a hands-on task; in our day we 
use machines but the machines are operated 
by hands. Maybe it won’t be long before 
robots do everything!

The work of human 
hands!
In the Eucharist just before communion 
we have the greeting of peace to show our 
solidarity. This is a friendly shaking of hands. 

Our hands come together and we say, “Peace 
be with you”. To be at peace with everyone is 
necessary for a worthy communion.

Human hands are amazing tools! They are 
a gift from God and can perform so many 
wonderful things.

Of course the mind is an essential part of the 
picture. We use our brains to decide what the 
hands will do.

A symphony orchestra is a wonderful 
example of what human hands can do. String 
players hold the instrument in the right hand 
and change the notes by placing fingers 
of the left hand on the strings. Different 
positions of the fingers give higher or lower 
notes.

Musicians of wind instruments place their 
fingers on the keys to lengthen or shorten 
the tube, giving higher or lower notes.

Percussionists use their hands to play the 
drums, cymbals, tambourines and a host of 
other instruments.

To see an orchestra playing a symphony 
of Beethoven, Mozart or Mahler is a very 
uplifting experience. There could be fifty, 
sixty or seventy musicians but they play in 
perfect unison directed by the hands of the 
conductor.

The keyboard is a wonderful example of the 
work of human hands; organ, harpsichord, 
fortepiano and pianoforte which we call 
piano. Concert pianists do incredible feats 
with their hands. Their speed as they play 
the runs in Chopin, for example, is quite 
extraordinary, and the way they play big 
chords of Shostakovich with both hands 
simultaneously is amazing.

The pianist often has to move the thumb 
under the other fingers to play a sequence 

of notes. This requires considerable 
dexterity in the hands.

Good music has a spiritual dimension 
so the players are praising God with 
their hands even if they don’t realise it. 

In sport, the skill the players have 
with their hands can win the game. In 
Australian Rules football, several players 
can leap high for a mark and the player 
with the highest leap and best timing 
grabs the ball with firm hands. His – or 
her - hands need to be very strong to 
ensure no one else can knock the ball 
out of their hands.

If we offer to help someone with a task 
we say, “I’ll give you a hand.” The hand 

then is a symbol of friendly cooperation.

Our hands have been 
wonderfully designed by 
a loving creator. 
The ability to do so much with our hands is 
due in part to the fact we can bring thumb 
and index finger together. This enables us to 
grasp objects which most animals are unable 
to do. If a lioness wants to move her cubs she 
picks them up with her teeth. Birds have to 
make do with their beaks, though some do 
amazing things their beaks. The Weaver bird 
can actually weave its nest with her beak.

Some early primates evolved so they could 
bring thumb and index finger together. 
We are very fortunate to have inherited 
this ability which enables us to do so many 
activities with our hands. 

In the Eucharist we can thank God for the 
wonderful things we can do with our hands.

Fr Frank O’Dea 

Thank you to Fr Frank for another 
beautiful article. 
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Earlier this year, a decision was made to 
restore the lower old Community House for 
use by the Out of school hours group. They 
were currently housed in the Church and as 
we had this building, it made sense to utilize 
it effectively.

Mario Lo Bianco drew up plans and the task 
of project manager fell to Silvio and his 
faithful guide Donto ably backed him up.

The building had been stripped of asbestos 
previously and was just a shell. First job 
was to remove the inner walls and put in 
a massive supporting beam. Ian Hamshaw 
who had built our Mercy Wall in the church 
did this.

We then insulated the walls and ceiling and 
Kevin Reyment did the entire plastering in 
his usual excellent style. It was fascinating 
to see him walking on his stilts doing the 
ceiling. There would be a job for you in any 
circus, Kev if you needed a change of work. 
Kevin ran our fete very successfully for a 
number of years. 

Silv and his assistant then measured, cut 
and fitted the architraves and skirting 
boards to the windows, doors and walls 
prior to painting.

The next task was for Adrian Bond to redo 
the electrical wiring and this was done with 
a minimum of fuss and time. We installed a 
Kaboodle kitchen from Bunnings and then 

Anthony Bresnan took care of the plumbing 
with two new toilets and six sinks being 
connected.

Painting inside and out was the next job and 
this was perfectly done by Paul Duffin who 
finished the job on the eve of his five-week 
holiday back in England. It looks great.

Innerspace Wardrobes (Peter Rogers) 
provided the sliding doors for the storage 
area much below cost and Luke and Josh 
did the installation. The doors work really 
well and everything is kept neatly out of 
sight.

Andrew Bailey from Carpet Court 
Nunawading supplied the carpet tiles for 

See the transformation of the old Community House building into the new 
After School Care Centre and the wonderful tradesman who completed 
the transformation.  Thank you to one and all for your generosity as there 
were many hours of work involved.

How did we get 
from this... 

...TO THIS!
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the floor and these were ably laid by Max a 
carpet layer who does a lot of their work.

Meanwhile outside, concrete paths were 
laid by Marc and Joey and just before the 
concrete set a local dog strolled along 
the length of the path immortalizing his 
pawprints. Go Fido. There was a bit of fun 
when the boys hitched their four wheel 

drive to the outside ramp 
and removed it in one fell 
swoop. The original side door 
had been walled over. 

John Bresnan came in to 
service the heaters and said 
he had never seen so much 
dust in a heater. Nevertheless 
they were in very good 
condition and work 
beautifully.                      First 
time we had been warm in 
the building

On the afternoon before the 
final inspection, we installed 
the vents for the ducted 
air and to our dismay, we 

had one left over. The trusty 
assistant said not to worry 

about it but Silv would have none of that. 
He duly climbed into the ceiling (not a 
pretty sight) located the rebellious duct and 
duly made the connection.

Last job was for Michael Batchelor to give 
the place a clean and we were able to 

present a gleaming renovation to Stephen 
Fotia the inspector the next day for his 
stamp of approval

A big thank you to all our contractors who 
knew we were working to a limited budget 
and quoted very low and delivered very 
high and also to Duncan and the OSCH 
committee for their cooperation and 
encouragement. 

Thank you to Cadet Reporter Don Schroder 
for this and so many other photos and 
stories for this edition.

1 - Conscientious Carpenter  Ian Hamshaw

2 - Creative Concreters   Mark and Joey

3- Plaster  “Perfectionado”  Kevin Reyment
4 -Savvy Supervisor  Silvio Volombello

5  Enthusiastic electrician Adrian Bond

6  Heater Health Hotshot - John Bresnan 7  Plumbing Properly Anthony Bresnan 8  Phenomenal Painter  Paul Duffin
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Pastoral leaders conference: Keynote 
speakers implore the Church to listen
Wednesday 6 
September 2017 
Media and 
Communications Office  
An enthused and engaged audience at 
the ongoing National Pastoral Leaders 
and Planners Conference in Carlton heard 
from Australian social researcher, Hugh 
MacKay, and American theologian, Richard 
Gaillardetz.

Speaking at Rydges Hotel Tuesday 4 
September, Mackay’s address, titled ‘How 
should the church respond to a society like 

ours at a time like this’, examined the 
changing landscape of religion in Australia. 

Mackay referenced the nation’s most 
recent census, highlighting the increase in 
Australians identifying as having ‘no religion’. 
Yet, he pointed to a rise in enrolments at 
Christian schools as an example of the 
contrast between the continual faith of 
families and individuals, compared to the 
institutional disenchantment affecting the 
census’ statistics. 

Mackay also noted that religious institutions 
were not alone in their low levels of 
approval, adding that banks, universities, big 
business and politics were experiencing a 
similar downturn in public esteem. However, 
the celebrated researcher and writer assured 
the audience that ‘even in a time of some 
discouragement, religion will always endure.’

 Quoting a passage a from his recent book, 
Beyond Belief, Mackay said ‘Religion has 
protected the sanity of millions of people; 
its comforts and consolations have relieved 
countless generations of their existential 
anxiety and encouraged them to live noble, 
rather than merely moral, lives. It has saved 
them from despair and given them hope.’

MacKay said that Australia’s Christian 
denominations need to develop a greater 
capacity to listen to the people outside of 
their churches. He said religious institutions 
should do more to aid Australians struggling 
with mental health concerns and challenged 
the church to assist those on the fringes of 
society by improving consultation in order 

to become a more inclusive and considerate 
community. 

Broadly addressing the responsibility of 
Christian churches, Mackay said, ‘If the 
Church thinks it has a role for people 
currently not in it … it must become a 
listening institution.’

‘If we are to have a role in a society as 
troubled as contemporary Australia then 
that role must be to respond to the needs of 
people who are anxious, depressed, lonely, 
homeless and underfed.’

‘They are the people for whom the Church 
exists. If we don’t exist to respond to the 
needs of a troubled society and we’re 
not here to promote and encourage a 
compassionate life, why are we here?’

The event’s theme, ‘Vine and branches:  

Yearning to belong’, was also tackled by 
Richard Gaillardetz, the Joseph Professor 
of Catholic Systematic Theology at Boston 
College. 

He said Mackay’s talk translated to 
a comparable situation he has been 
witnessing in the USA. 

His address, titled ‘Wrestling with faith in 
times of scandal: why belonging to the 
church still matters’, explored why the 
Catholic Church had experienced an exodus 
in both nations.

Referencing clerical child sexual abuse, 
Gaillardetz suggested that the institutional 
distrust of the ‘scandal-riddled’ church had 
been accentuated by destructive language. 
‘The temptation was to say that this was a 
matter of a few bad apples and there was 
almost a kneejerk instinct to defend the 
integrity of the institution and its structures. 
That has proved to be tremendously 
damaging,’ he said. 

‘Only absolutely transparent exercises of 
repentance (will be sufficient). Not the 
oblique and passive “I’m sorry if you were 
hurt” (apologies). That kind of language will 
not work right now. 

‘Nothing short of “I failed you” will suffice. 
I believe people respond when they hear 
someone say “I failed you. My priorities were 
wrong.”

‘But I do have hope that leaders willing to 
say those words and avoid the passive can 
reinvigorate the integrity of the church over 
time. People have an immense capacity to 
forgive when they see genuine contrition,’ 
added Gaillardetz. 

In a detailed analysis of dogmatic teachings, 
Gaillardetz outlined how suspicions of 
doctrine had contributed to the Catholic 
Church’s decline in followers, remarking that 
some people could not align themselves 
with the beliefs. 

However, Gaillardetz stressed that it was 
fundamental for Catholic’s to ‘recover the 
authentic role of doctrine’ and underlined 
that it would be wrong to leave it behind, 
suggesting it needed rehabilitation as 
opposed to disregarding. 

He said that doctrine needed to be 
presented less as, ‘something you have to 
believe’ and more so as ‘here is an insight 
from the tradition which you must engage, 
you must wrestle with.’

Gaillardetz described being ‘troubled’ 
by doctrine as a way to gain a better 
understanding of the faith’s teachings.

 ‘Part of belonging to a community is to be 
troubled by things that we don’t like,’ he 
said. ‘Part of the failure of the Church is that 
we presented the normativity of doctrine in 
a juridical key of “believe or don’t believe”, 
instead of saying “allow yourself to be 
troubled”,’ he said. 

‘We need to become a listening Church 
that pays attention to the people who 
allow themselves to be troubled by church 
teaching.’

Paraphrasing Pope Francis, Gaillardetz said 
‘We have to be willing to listen to the people 
who don’t agree with you.’

‘That is a move that we, as a Church, have to 
make if we’re going to listen with integrity,’ 
he added. 

The National Pastoral Leaders and Planners 
Conference ran from 4 September to 7 
September. For more information on the 
conference and its speakers, visit: https://
nplpconference.com/. 
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Prejudice is common and ordinary 
and we need to stop being afraid to 
talk about it.
https://aleteia.org
Anna O’Neil Sep 26, 2017
I was talking recently with a friend I admire, 
and found the courage to admit something 
I’d been sitting on for years. “I think I’m a 
misogynist,” I almost whispered. “I mean, I 
don’t believe that women are inferior, but I 
tend to associate femininity with weakness, 
sentimentality, and imprecise thinking.” I’m 
appalled at myself, since the list couldn’t be 
farther from what I profess.

I thought my friend might say “Whoa, 
where did that come from?” But instead, 
she sighed, and said, “Me too.”

Have you ever found in yourself a defect so 
terrible that you couldn’t bring yourself to 
even talk about it? Not all flaws are like this. 
Impatience, laziness, rudeness, and the like 
are easy enough to joke about. But there’s 
one defect so terrible that it’s reserved for 
the evilest and vilest people among us: 
prejudice.

Read more: Pope condemns prejudice and 
gossip, says we all need Christ’s light

Racism and sexism are popular examples, 
but prejudice against people based on 
their weight, looks, age, orientation, socio-
economic status, level of education, choice 
of dress, religion, or culture fall into this 
category too. I don’t know a single person 
who’d say, “Oh, yeah, I don’t believe that 
uneducated people are trustworthy,” but I 
know firsthand that believing something 
and having a subtle, internalized attitude, 
are two different things.

That list of varieties of prejudice I just 
gave? I can’t think of a thing on there 
that I’m innocent of. Not by choice, but 

still — I have to admit how prone I am to 
make assumptions too quickly. It’s not 
because I’m an evil person; it’s because I’m 
an ordinary person. Prejudice is ordinary. 
It’s not any less sinful or unjust for being 
common, but it’s crucial to understand how 
widespread it is.

Did you know that workers who weigh 
more receive fewer raises than their thinner 
colleagues?

That that it takes doctors, on average, 
longer to give women pain medication 
when they visit the Emergency Room?

That “African Americans receive 10 percent 
longer sentences than whites … for the 
same crimes“?

That having an accent affects how 
“cultured, intelligent, and competent” you 
seem to a potential employer?

I could go on and on. This is what 
everyday, ordinary prejudice looks like. 
It’s not because the biased parties are 
evil, necessarily. They’re most likely just 
unaware. If they knew, they might be just 
as horrified as we are.

We, as a society, clearly have a problem. 
And I know why we don’t like to talk about 
it. It’s because we’re so (rightly) horrified 
by the injustice of these assumptions, that 
we’ve pushed the labels “racist,” “sexist,” 
etc, as far from us as we can, onto our 
unequivocal enemies. Only they are guilty: 
the Nazis, the wife-beaters, the selfish, 
shallow CEOs who want to hire pretty 
secretaries. We’ve made it an issue of us 
vs. them, which conveniently absolves us 
of having to seek out discrimination in our 

own hearts.

Read more: Video: This Will Make You Think 
Twice About Prejudice

But what if we start admitting that 
prejudice is common, that there are seeds 
of it in every human heart? What if we 
stop being afraid to talk about it? Then 
we have our work cut out for us. Yes, be 
appalled at your own knee-jerk judgments 
of people you know nothing about, but 
more than that, be aware. Don’t give in to 
the temptation to say, “Oh my gosh, that 
thought can’t possibly have been what it 
looked like. I’m not one of thosepeople.”

What do we have to do then, to root out 
these hidden biases? Mainly just to stop 
denying they exist. If you don’t know, I 
recommend Harvard’s Project Implicit, 
a series of tests designed to show you 
your weak spots, with regard to a host of 
common stereotypes. But if you’re honest, 
and you pay attention, you’ll likely notice 
them on your own. Everything follows 
from the courage of deliberately seeking 
awareness. Unless you really don’t care 
about justice, unless you really do believe 
that your initial reaction to people is 
infallible, then you won’t be comfortable 
with your prejudice. You mind will make 
note of it, and next time it happens, you’ll 
be that much more likely to question 
whether you’re being fair.

When the world changes, it changes 
one person at a time, and we owe it to 
ourselves, our children, and the rest of 
society, to be that person. Facing up to our 
own bias is pretty uncomfortable, but the 
alternative is exponentially worse.

The New masthead for The Spirit magazine has been designed 
and the winner and new design will be revealed in the March 
2018 edition of The Spirit.  Thank you to all who submitted entries, 
and again a big Thank you to Tobin Brothers Ringwood for pro-
viding the $100 Eastland voucher prize.
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A Story of  The Dead Sea and 
an Inadequate Towel -
There are many stories to tell about 
our pilgrimage, with various highlights 
and wonderful sights and adventures.  
Swimming in the Dead Sea was an 
experience I looked forward to with great 
anticipation. Alas, it was not the serene 
calming experience I expected.

Visiting the area in the morning and having 
Fr Joe say mass in one of the covered 
shelters, it did indeed appear, serene, calm, 
picturesque and quite cool, with very few 
people around.

And, it made perfect sense then, when 
our indomitable guide Naftali explained it 
would be better to swim on our way back 
to THE hotel in the afternoon as it would 
be more comfortable for us.  We returned, 
later in the day, with the sun and humidity 
at their peak.

Getting into our bathers was mildly 
uncomfortable, as we shared a relatively 
small change area with limited 
opportunities for modesty, as we 
understand it!

Then it’s down to the water we go! All fun 
and excitement.

My first hint of a different kind of adventure 
came as I approached the shoreline in the 
designated area and saw many pilgrims in 
the water liberally dousing themselves in 
the beneficial mud of the Dead Sea- 

Hmmmm, the water is not blue and 
pristine.

Finding a chair to dump our belongings: 
forward the great Aussie advance – We 
know how to swim!

It was at this point things started to go 
downhill, literally and figuratively. We 
had been told to be careful as the water 
dropped away sharply and became deep 
- And at all times we should lie back, as 
falling forward on ones face was dangerous.

The anticipated cool salty water, was 
actually like a warm, muddy brine - those 
with farming knowledge would know the 
brine used to “pickle” pork, corned beef etc. 

But it’s all about the experience so I plunge 
on, at which point I simultaneously become 
aware of the salt burning my legs and the 
intense heat of the sun burning my head! I 
hadn’t grabbed my hat –

Desperately seeking reassurance, I am 
calmed by the sight of my erstwhile room 
mate Eleanore, calmly floating a short 
distance out, as if sitting in a comfortable 
chair, paddling her arms elegantly, 
resplendent in her white hat.  

Aha, I need to sit down.

Wrong! The burning sensation increased 
about a hundredfold- Note the biblical 
expression.  

Don’t be pathetic Helen, it won’t last - Just 

be calm! 

But it did last and I needed to get my feet 
under me so I could stand up and get out 
of there.

Now, here is the buoyancy bit - instead of 
my feet seeking out the solidity of the mud 
at the bottom, as my brain told them- They 
kept shooting up in front of me - white toes 
out of the water pointing to the sky - at first, 
I like to think elegantly.

I persevered, but as the burning increased 
above and below the water, I took on the 
appearance of a beached white whale 
thrashing in the shallows.

Elegance forgotten, I finally managed to get 
one knee in the mud and thus up and out 
of the water - Midway, I remember hearing 
Ian saying, “Helen you’ll have to go back I 
don’t have your photo yet”.  

I hope my answer was polite!

Grabbing my bundle of clothes I head up 
“the beach”. 

The stones are of course, burning my feet, 
the sun is burning any exposed part of me, 
but I know there are beach showers up here 
somewhere.  I find them, but several dozens 
of people have found them before me - Not 
even one droplet of water can reach me!

Hat on, shirt on, I now realize, I have to put 
my muddy feet into the new, green leather 
sandals, specially purchased for the journey 
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-  (One has to look smart! - ) 

That done I proceed on my long journey 
up the beach to the stairs and walkways 
leading to the showers, and the cessation of 
the burning!

I reach the first set of stairs, death merely 
millimetres behind me, and look up at 
the stairs towering above me.  It’s hot, 
perspiration flows copiously from every 
pore in my body, the face is tomato red and 
I’m beginning to get strange looks.

Constantly praying, Oh please God, just 
let me survive to get to the showers, it will 
ruin everyone’s trip if I die, the Memorarae, 
several decades of the rosary and The Lord 
is my Shepherd, and I get a vision of Fr Peter 
Robinson on a very hot day many years ago 
when I asked him how he was travelling to 
which he replied, “I’m one step ahead of the 
bookies so it’s all good!”

Thus inspired, one step ahead of death, I 
continued on, climbed the last stair and the 
showers were in sight.

The showers are housed in a small L- 
shaped, concrete structure with a low tin 
roof.  Shower cubicles run the length of one 
wall and another two in the foot of the L. 

A very narrow bench at seat height runs 
along the remaining walls with a few hooks 
above. A lone assistant hoses the sand and 
mud from the floor:

There are not too many people in here.

I find a spare hook and meagre bench 
space, grab my towel and head into a vacant 
shower, pull the flimsy curtain across and 
turn on the water – 

Bliss the salt is washing away; the heat is still 
unbearable but the end is in sight.

The noise increases audibly and, just as I 
am bending over to remove my bathers, 
the curtain is unceremoniously pulled open 
followed by loud laughter and what I like to 
think was an apology in another language. 

Desperately pulling the curtain back in place 
to preserve my modesty, a goal I’m forced 
to abandon after several more like episodes, 
I then emerge into a maelstrom of the 
largest, in every sense of the word, group of 
enthusiastically naked women I have ever 
seen strolling through a change room. 

The nuns of my childhood, the Anglo Celtic 
background, and the personal space we 
Aussies are so accustomed to, have much to 
answer for.

Marveling at these wonderful, confident 
older women (well, they may have been my 
age!) I begin the dance of trying to dress 
modestly with only a very inadequate towel 
to assist me.

Literally, cheek by jowl in this small 
extremely hot space, my mind begins a 
mantra of “Anatomy and gravity” which it 
repeats endlessly as I struggle on, at one 
stage whilst bending to pull up my trousers 
my forehead comes into contact with the 
Knee of the lady next to me raising her leg 
to do the same.

Oh how enlightening travel is – 

I’m dressed, I m still melting of course with 
the big red face, desperate for a drink - I 
cross the walkway and realize the vendor 
with the delicious lime and mint juice is 
back on the other side but  - 

It is a bridge too far!

I walk into the shop directly in my path and 
recognize Coke and a drumstick like ice 
cream, pointing desperately to my needs 
and paying with scant attention worthy of 
a multi millionaire. There is a SHADED deck 
at the rear to which I eagerly head, a few 
comfortable seats all, alas, filled with people. 
I spot a small wooden coffee type table 

and sit unceremoniously upon it praying 
that it will indeed hold my weight and swig 
mightily from the Coke bottle. 

My day of humiliation has not finished!

It is a long time since I last drank Coke, and 
I drink too quickly, the Coke goes up my 
nose,  and I begin to cough, snuffle and 
choke! 

I bury my face in the inadequate towel and 
collapse into a fit of uncontrollable snuffles 
and giggles, which quickly escalates to 
snorting, and loud guffaws- I do not laugh 
elegantly!

Heat exhaustion I am sure.

But, God is good! 

When I emerge from my inadequate towel, 
I am alone!  

The shady deck with the comfortable chairs 
is deserted and I can choose where I want 
to sit.  Thus I sit and enjoy my ice cream, 
which is already running down my arm, ably 
mopped up by the inadequate towel, and I 
contemplate the fate of my fellow travellers 
enjoying their swim in the Dead Sea.

I may never pass this way again………
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Christmas Hampers, Presents and Meal 
Vouchers.

Just a reminder to all that if you wish 
to assist our St Vincent de Paul chapter 
with out Annual Hampers, Gifts and meal 
Vouchers – you probably only have ONE 
Week to do so, but the time this edition 
goes to print.

James & Jocelyn D’Souza have organized 
this important Ministry for many years now 
and we thank them for it.

You can share the cost of getting a hamper 
together with family or friends, (Lists for 
hampers are included) or if that is too hard – 
just pick up a Gift Tag from the tree and buy 
a present for a child – Age and gender will 
be displayed –

And, if you can’t do that, what about a 
donation towards a Christmas Dinner for 
someone – That’s just putting money in an 
envelope - Small is as welcome as large in 
this instance! 

Share the Joy of Christmas in a 
very real way.

SOCIETY OF ST  VINCENT DE PAUL

Vinnies is always looking for volunteers for a variety of assistance.   
Whether it be helping out with our Parish Conference, making sandwiches for the Food Vans,  

or helping at the Call Centre in Mitcham. 
Don’t stay home and worry about the world - Get out into it and use your gifts to help others in a most practical way.  

Cant do that?  Well what about collecting after mass on Vinnies $2 Sundays 

Christ the King 2017
Ezekiel 34. 11-17

God the True Shepherd
For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will 
search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12 As shepherds seek out their flocks 
when they are among their scattered sheep, 
so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue 
them from all the places to which they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 15 I myself will be the shepherd 
of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, 
says the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, 
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen 
the weak, but the fat and the strong I will 
destroy. I will feed them with justice. As for 
you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: I shall 
judge between sheep and sheep, between 
rams and goats.

Reflection

I think the First Reading for this Sunday is 
worth a second look. The Catholic Youth 
Bible (RSV) that I carry has an introduction 
to Ezekiel which portrays him as a bloke 
out of the box. Living at the time of the 
Babylonian Exile he has visions of a new 
Judah, a new Jerusalem. As was the way 
with the Prophets Ezekiel placed the blame 

for Israel’s terrible history firmly upon the 
shoulders of Israel and Judah. The prophets 
don’t blame YHWH for the catastrophes 
that beset them but condemn the people 
of Israel and Judah for turning away from 
YHWH and thus calling down destruction 
on themselves. The primary reason the 
prophets condemn Israel and Judah is 
because of Injustice. YHWH, according to 
the prophets, and Ezekiel in this instance, 
loves Justice and abhors injustice. Today’s 
First Reading portrays YHWH as a good 
shepherd. This reading starts at verse 11 of 
chapter 34. However, chapter 34 actually 
starts with a different story – the story of 
Israel as False Shepherds. This description 
of God as a Good Shepherd comes as 
a contrast to the behaviour of the false 
shepherds of Israel who do not look after 
their sheep, who do not bind up the injured 
or heal the sick. The shepherds of Israel 
have abandoned their sheep who are now 
scattered and the prey of wild animals.  

This prophesy is a depiction of God who 
loves Justice and calls God’s people back 
to Justice. And Ezekiel prophesies that 
God will “feed them (the New Judah) 
with Justice”. This is a consoling piece in 
contrast to the excoriating rhetoric that 
Ezekiel loads on Israel in much of the Book. 

In these days when it appears that some 
justice is about to be done by Parliament 
for LGBTI members of our community, 
agreeing reluctantly to legislate for Same 
Sex Marriage (or Marriage Equality), we 
continue to see much injustice. You could 
say the Injustice reigns in our nation. The 
treatment of refugees and asylum seekers 
on Manus Island, played out as a sick 
melodrama directed by Peter Dutton, is 
a damning indictment of the collective 
refusal of our nation to take on Mercy and 
live Justice. Desperate advocates are now 
grasping at any minimal remedy, such as an 
offer to take 150 refugees by New Zealand, 
in a last-ditch effort to minimally alleviate 
the criminal suffering of the “prophets” 
of Manus. The argument that Australia’s 
refugee policy, when judged apart from the 
Turn Back the Boats deterrent that has led 
to the torture of these men on Manus, is 
much more generous that the New Zealand 
refugee policy, is a furphy. A just nation 
cannot tolerate any injustice, even when it 
can claim the moral high-ground against 
its neighbours. A small amount of injustice 
cannot be blotted out by a generally 
generous attitude towards refugees – who 
by the way, on the whole contribute much 
to our nation in the long term. 
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Let me change tack for a moment. Jude’s 
dementia continues to progress and she is 
becoming very anxious. As the days go by 
she becomes more reliant upon me, and 
also more affectionate and overtly loving. 
She tells me a hundred times a day how 
much she loves me – and it’s wonderful! 
She tells me how much she needs me and 
relies on me and then adds, that I am a 
special man. The last time she said that I 
replied: “You’re a special woman!” In fact, as 
I did I realised that I don’t love her because 
I’m special at all (I’m not) but because 
her specialness draws out of me a caring 
response. Is she special because she is sick 
and dependent? Not at all. Is she special 
because she has been a loving and clever 
wife? Yep, but Nope. Is she special because 
she raised seven great kids? Yes, and they 
know it! But mostly she’s special because 
she is a human being, made in the image of 
God. God must be a woman I reckon, even 
though Jude has said many times in the past 
that she’s coming back as a man! No, she’s 
special because she is! Being is special, no 
more, no less. Why do we look after others? 
Out of duty? Because of a contract called 
marriage? Out of repayment for the past 

good times? Out of regret for failures in 
the past and a sense of contrition? No, we 
care because it is right and just. We care 
because we are all caught up in an amazing 
macrosystem of interconnectedness that 
screams out to us, Live Justly, Love Tenderly 
and Walk Humbly with a God who is found 
in every single, tiniest fragment of God’s 
creation. No more, no less. I reckon that’s 
what Ezekiel – and Jesus, who was to take 
up this theme 500 years later – really meant 
about being a Good Shepherd. 

P.S. I fail too often at being a good carer. I 
don’t anticipate enough. I overlook signs I 
should have seen. I forget little essentials. 
I get impatient, and although I don’t yell 
anymore, I think Jude can still detect that I 
am occasionally “cross”. I am not perfect, I’m 
a flawed human being. I guess I’m like our 
nation. I want to be better and I’m working 
on it every day. I hope that Australia and 
Australians can also see the need for at 
least that bit of introspection in regard 
to refugees. I guess you don’t have to be 
perfect to be “special”.

And next week I’ll talk about the Injustice 
that characterises the way we have handled 

the Recognition of Aborigines and Torres 
Strait Islanders in the Constitution Issue! If 
there is enough room. 

Thank you to Mike Bowden for this 
reflection
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of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts
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Christmas Card List
I have a list of folks I know all written in a book

And every year when Christmas comes, I go and take a look

And that is when I realize that these names are part,  
not of a book they’re written in, but of my heart.

For each name stands for someone who has crossed my path 
sometime, 
And in that meeting they’ve become the rhythm of each 
rhyme,

And while you may not be aware of any special ”link” 
Just meeting you has changed my life a lot more than you 
think.

For once I’ve met somebody, the years cannot erase 
the memory of a pleasant word, or a friendly face.

So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine 
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in between

For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you 
It’s because you are on the list of folks I am indebted to.

For I am but the total of the many folks I’ve met 
And you happen to be one of those I prefer not to forget,

And whether I have known you for many years of few, 
In some way you have had a part in shaping things I do

And every year when Christmas comes, I realize anew, 
The best gifts life can offer is meeting folks like you.

And may the spirit of Christmas that forever endures 
Leave the richest blessings in the hearts of you and yours.

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row,  
every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  
without repeating any.
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Childrens Page

Childrens Links
Here is a great Nativity craft to colour and work on  http://www.catholicicing.com/diy-printable-nativity-for-kids/

Christmas Bingo Game
http://www.crayola.com.au/free-coloring-pages/print/christmas-bingo-board-no1-coloring-page

CHRISTMAS CRYPTOGRAM
Cryptogram puzzles are sentences or paragraphs that are encrypted with a letter substitution. In this case each cryptogram puzzle is re-
lated to Christmas. Each puzzle uses different letter substitutions. An example of a letter substition encrytion may be: The word Christmas 
could be encoded to XPQMNDZRN if C=X, H=P, R=Q, I=M... Find the right letter substitutes to solve these cryptogram puzzles. 

12 DAYS
AJL AHLRML BXEN IW PJTFNAZXN TLWLTN AI AJL BXEN CLAHLLY PJTFNAZXN BXE XYB AJL WLXNA IW 
LKFKJXYE, SXYGXTE NFUAJ. FA FN NXFB AJXA AHLRML BXEN FN AJL RLYOAJ IW AFZL FA AIIQ AJL AJTLL 
HFNL ZLY AI TLXPJ CLAJRLJLZ AI NLL AJL CXCE SLNGN.
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Privacy Statement & 
Collection Notice
The Parish collects personal information, including sensitive 
information, to enable the Parish to:

· inform you about the Parish and its activities

· assist the Parish in better servicing yourself, your fellow 
parishioners and the Parish community

· provide religious services to the Parish community including 
administering the sacraments and pastoral care to the faithful, 
including to children of the faithful

· promote the activities of the Parish.  In particular this is done 
via this web site, and newsletters such as The Word and The 
Spirit Magazine.

Information may need to be collected to allow the Parish to 
meet its legal obligations, to provide care for children while 
under the Parish’s supervision and to discharge its duty of 
care. If you reside in the Parish or otherwise use its services, 
the information may also be used to solicit donations and/or 
request and engage your services as a volunteer from time to 
time. As a member of the faithful or someone who wishes to 

become a member of or participate in the Parish, you agree that 
the Parish will be collecting information about your religious 
affiliation or beliefs.

The Parish may need to disclose your personal information to 
third parties for administrative and fundraising purposes such 
as to other Parishes, the Archdiocese, medical practitioners 
and people providing services to schools, including volunteers. 
If you ask us to send your personal information overseas you 
agree that the Parish will have no control over the information 
disclosed and cannot ensure that an overseas recipient handles 
that information in accordance with the Privacy Act. If we do 
not receive the information requested, we may not be able to 
provide our services, such as administering the sacraments or 
supervising and providing care to children.

Any consents that are required for the use and disclosure of the 
personal information collected about children will be sought 
from their parents or guardians unless the child is 15 years or 
more, in which case the Parish may seek the child’s consent if it 
considers this appropriate in all the particular circumstances.

For more information about how the Parish handles your 
personal information, how to access and correct it, how to make 
a complaint and how we handle complaints, see our Privacy 
Policy at www.holyspiritparish.org.au/PrivacyPolicy
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of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts
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3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne

“In the face of unjust and painful situations, faith brings us the light which 
scatters the darkness.”-  Pope Francis
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Christmas Calendar 2017
Tuesday 5th December 4-5pm  High Spirits Christmas Party,  
 Mary Bresnan Room

Wednesday 6th December 4-5pm  High Spirits (2) Christmas   
 Party, Mary Bresnan Room

Thursday 7th December 9:00am  Prep Level Mass,  
 St Anne’s Church

 7:00pm Holy Spirit  
 Grade 6 Graduation Dinner,  
 Holy Spirit Church

Sunday 10th December 6:00pm  Carols with Spirit,  
 Kevin Mogg oval

Monday 11th December 10:00am  St Anne’s choir sing a long  
 & morning tea–  
 St Anne’s Church.

7:00pm  St Vincent de Paul  
 Christmas Mass and supper,  
 Holy Spirit 
 Chapel & Mary Bresnan Room

Tuesday 12th December 3:30pm  Altar Servers Christmas Party,  
 Mary Bresnan Room

Thursday 14th December 9:00am  St Anne’s School Mass of  
 Thanksgiving, St Anne’s Church

7:30pm  Holy Spirit Grade 6  
 Graduation Mass,  
 Holy Spirit Church

Friday 15th December 11:40am  Holy Spirit End of Year  
 School Mass,  
 Holy Spirit Church

 Last day for Grade 6 students

Sunday 17th December  Christmas & Nativity set-up  
 after 10:30 Mass,  
 Holy Spirit Church 
 ALL VOLUNTEERS WELCOME!

Monday 18th December 7:30pm  St Anne’s Year 6  
 Graduation Mass,  
 St Anne’s Church

Tuesday 19th December  LAST DAY OF YEAR— 
 STUDENTS Prep—Grade 5

Wednesday 20th December  LAST DAY OF YEAR– TEACHERS.

Wednesday 20th December 7:30pm  Combined Parishes  
 Forgiveness Service &  
 Individual Reconciliation

Sunday 24th December  Christmas Eve Masses: 
 5pm Children’s Mass  
 HOLY SPIRIT

 6pm Family Outdoor Mass  
 ST ANNE’S

 7pm Youth/Family Mass  
 HOLY SPIRIT

 9pm Christmas Eve  
 Mass ST GERARD’S

 11:30pm Carols,  
 followed by Midnight Mass,  
 HOLY SPIRIT

 Monday 25th December  Christmas Day Masses: 
 9am Mass @ St Anne’s, and 
 9am Mass @ Holy Spirit

 PLEASE NOTE: NO 10:30 MASS

Happy New Year to all our readers !
We would love to hear from some of  you 
who are on our Mailing List 

What does The Spirit bring for you? 

And, where do you fit in the rich tapestry 
that is the history of  Holy Spirit Parish? 

Talk to us please.


