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On Sunday 4th June 2017 a Parish Forum 
was held to review and discuss Fr James 
Mallon’s vision for parish life as outlined in 
his book Divine Renovation. Essentially it is 
one that is intentionally focused on growing 
people of faith to maturity as disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

As baptised Catholics we are all called, gifted 
and responsible for participating in this 
mission, the great commission given to us 
by Jesus…

Matt 28: 18Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to Me. 19Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the  name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey all that I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.”

Eighty parishioners were in attendance 
at the forum. After a presentation by the 
Renovation @ Holy Spirit - it’s Divine core 
team and follow-up discussion about 
whether or not to embrace this new model 
for our own parish; those present were 
asked to indicate their decision. After 
some words from Fr Joe and a time of 
prayerful, silent reflection we were called 
on to demonstrate our choice. To endorse 
by standing up, or to remain seated as a 
non-endorsement of the proposed plan. 
The whole group stood as one, shoulder to 
shoulder in unity and solidarity and gave 
whole-hearted sanction to this exciting 
and challenging pathway.  A new direction 
for Holy Spirit Parish was born. How fitting 
and synchronistic it is, that this courageous 
action took place on the Feast of Pentecost 
and under the guidance and direction of our 
parish patron the Holy Spirit!

After a nourishing lunch of soup & 
sandwiches, the group re -gathered 
to consider the 10 values of a healthy, 
growing parish and which most drew their 
interest i.e.: Giving Priority to the weekend, 
Hospitality, Uplifting Music, Homilies, 
Meaningful Community, Clear Expectations, 
Strength-based ministries, Formation of 
small communities, Experience of the Holy 
Spirit, Becoming an inviting Church. Also 
Leadership, Sacraments the greatest pastoral 
opportunity, and Prayer Support. . This was 
followed by a presentation of  ‘Where to 
from here’.

 The day finished with a joyous communal 
rendition of ‘Renew us in our Mission’ and 
using sign-up sheets to indicate areas of 
interest. Renovation @ Holy Spirit - it’s Divine 
is now fully endorsed to begin and will 
unfold slowly but surely over the coming 
years. We can all look forward with hope 
and enthusiasm for the journey ahead and 
for the refreshed and inspired longevity of 
Holy Spirit Parish, as we strive together to 
make it ‘a most effective outpost of the Great 
Commission and the New Evangelization.’ 

RENOVATION @ HOLY SPIRIT 
- it’s DIVINE!

LEADER OF THE HOUSE
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Thank You from the Editor
To all who have contributed and assisted in so many various ways to get 
another edition of our magazine “on the streets”.

It seems like a simple enough task, but like most “simple” things in life, 
it invariably becomes more complex the closer we get to publication.  
Trying to make each edition as up to date as possible generally means 
squeezing items in at the last minute – the consequences of which can 
be silly errors as we miss a line or edit out an item that should have been 
left in!

I’m hoping none of that happens with this edition but – I like to think of it 
like the Amish think of their quilts – Only God can be perfect, so we have 
to leave a few little errors in.

I owe the Evergreens a huge apology, I had planned to Profile the mem-
bers individually in this edition, however, in my usual fast action – slow 
think manner, I sent out a list of questions designed to assist in deciding 
what to tell us – Of course, I did not take the time to specify that I only 
ever ask for information you are comfortable with giving – The Spirit 
Profiles are never intended to be a “Tell all” about your private life and I 
would never ask you to supply any information you would not be com-
fortable with – So a BIG APOLOGY from me on that one.  Hopefully next 
time we will be able to use the standard profile sheet that supplies a little 
information in a fun way.

I also draw your attention to the very rudimentary summation of the 
Divine Renovation event at Holy Spirit on Sunday 4th June.  Please under-
stand this was received at midnight on the night of the event, and is just 
a very brief overview of what was discussed. We have not mentioned the 
Sacramental programs that are one key to this idea of Renovation, and I 
am sure there are other issues that have not been mentioned, however, 
if you want a more comprehensive idea of what Divine renovation is all 
about, please follow up on the website.  There are continuous updates 
that will keep you informed and explain the next steps in the process. 
This is a very uplifting and hopeful view of what our church can be again 
– Please consider being a part of this – Especially if you are under 60 and 
want a vibrant Church Community for your children to grow and thrive in.

Holy Land Tour – Please mention this to all of your friends and extended 
families.  The trip is not restricted to the Holy Spirit community and all 
would be welcome. This is a destination some people may feel uncom-
fortable about visiting on their own, so our journey may well provide an 
opportunity for someone who would like to go but not had the opportu-
nity to date – How often do we have someone say to us “I wish I’d known 
about that – I would have loved to be involved”. So go spread the news! 
QUICKLY!

And finally, a big thank you to all who asked about and sent good wishes 
etc about MY KNEE after the last edition.  I did have a total knee replace-
ment and so far, thank God, all is going well.  Being a daughter of Thomas, 
the doubting one, I am still terrified it will fall off at some stage, but for 
the moment it is working admirably well – far better than the old one, 
and no pain – It really doesn’t get any better than that!

Now I am out of time and space – Get working on your contribution for 
the next edition – Remember, we only ever expect you to tell us what 
you are comfortable with; THINK FETE, it’s not that far away; Give some 
thought to Reconciliation and Social Justice, both big issues, and try to 
stay warm and healthy throughout this Winter period.  

Helen Konynenburg

The Spirit Magazine is published four times a year. 
Editor: Helen Konynenburg E-mail: Helen@konynenburg.com 
Publisher: Minuteman Press Mitcham
The contents of this magazine are printed in an effort to support community awareness  
and communication and do not necessarily represent the views of the editors, our Parish 
Priest, or the people of the Holy Spirit Parish.
Letters to the Editor, enquiries re distribution information and sourced contributions  
should be sent to:
Holy Spirit Parish House, 120 Oban Road, North Ringwood (address above)
Average circulation 700 copies - Not for profit
NOW AVAILABLE IN FULL COLOUR ONLINE:  
http://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/TheSpiritMagazine.aspx
Printed by Minuteman Press Mitcham - Shop 2, 535 Whitehorse Road  
Mitcham, Vic, 3132 - Phone: 9873 2888 www.mitcham.minutemanpress.com.au
Email: mitcham@minutemanpress.com
Closing date for next edition: 14th August, 2017 
Focus for next Edition:  Feedback & Ideas - Divine REnovation - Change?

mailto:helen@konynenburg.com
mailto:mitcham@minutemanpress.com
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Around the Parish
Mothers Day

Wedding Anniversaries

Father Joe with Willie & John Van Ravestijn

Brian & Margaret Tankey with friends

It’s always such a joyful way to finish Mass when the 
children enthusiastically play musical instruments for our 
final hymn!

Families coming forward to choose 
flowers for the Mums.

Curtis about to leave home 
to lay the Mullum Primary 
School wreath at the dawn 
service on ANZAC Day

Editors Note: in the interests 
of full disclosure - Curtis 
is one of my grandsons. 
Please remember we are a 
community magazine and 
I would love to have more 
photos of our children & 
grandchildren at whatever 
school they may attend.
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Around the Parish
Baptisms Welcomings

Baptism Welcoming Sunday 4th June 4, 
2017 David & Caitlin  and Holly Coghlan 
presenting Sophie to be welcomed into 
the Holy Spirit Community prior to her 
baptism.  Another great connection in 
the story of Holy Spirit – David is the God-
son of former Principal Peter Camilleri.

Fr Joe looking very happy!  There were lots of 
volunteers to hold a baby BUT Fr got there first!

Alison & Johannes Visser presented their 
son William to our Parish community on 
Sunday 28th May.  Unfortunately, we do 
not have a photo for you but – We have 
their “story”.

Alison grew up in the Holy Spirit parish 
community and received her sacraments 
at Holy Spirit from Fr Mogg.  Alison & Joh 
now live in Canberra but are coming home 

so their son William can be Baptized at 
home surrounded by his family.

Welcome HOME Allison, Joh and William 
– Know that you are a part of our commu-
nity wherever in this world you may be 
– and that you and your little one will be 
thought of and held in the hearts of your 
community.

Mothers Day meant something else for these families as 
they presented Harrison, Zoe and Luka to be welcomed by 
the parish community

12th March baby Isaac with Shane & 
Madeleine Curran. Grandson of Maree and 
Michael (dec’d) Prowse

26 March Charlie-Rose with  
parents Angus & Lisa Stewart

14 May  - Baby Harrison with parents 
 Judd & Sally Jenkins

Twins 30 April Max & Darcy with Mum Victo-
ria Ward Dad Caleb was home looking after 
the rest of the family!

19th March  baby Luca with parents 
Benjamin & Georgette Di Manno
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Around the Parish
Welcome Sophia!

A dynamic, welcoming community awaits Sophia Dal Cin. On Sunday 
5 March 2017, baby Sophia Rose Dal Cin was baptised by Fr Joe at 
Holy Spirit Church. Many of Sophia’s family and friends attended the 
ceremony to welcome her into the community. Fr Joe spoke of the 
importance of the holy sacrament of baptism, and the significance 
of the commitment made on her behalf by her parents, Beth and 
Natham Dal Cin and her godparents Sarah and Andrew. “It was a 

beautiful ceremony,” Beth says. 
“Father Joe warmly welcomed 
everyone at the Church, and created 
a relaxed and happy atmosphere.”

“Sophia didn’t cry when the 
water was poured over her head,” 
Beth explains. “It was such a 
joyous occasion. We are so happy 
that Sophia is now part of the 
community. We look forward to 
helping guide and support her 
throughout her life as she goes 
on to make the other sacraments 
of initiation: Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation.”

Following the ceremony, Beth’s sister Anna hosted an afternoon 
tea where all the Aunties, family and friends joined together and 
showered Sophia with lots of love, attention and numerous cuddles.

Beth and Natham thank all the parishioners who have warmly 
embraced Sophia into Holy Spirit Parish.

Baptisms 

The parish of Holy Spirit congratulates you on 
your 60th Wedding Anniversary

On the 14th November 1956 we were 
married in a registry office in Rotterdam. This 
wedding was not recognised by the church 
and was for us only a formality. The reason 
for this first wedding was the fact that John 
wanted to be sent overseas as an expatriot 
for the Royal Dutch Shell Company, where 
he worked at the. time. He felt that his time 

was coming soon and it was much better  to 
be send overseas as a couple. Unfortunately 
the Suez crisis occurred at that time with the 
result that all expatriots, who were working 
in and around  the Suez Canal, were called 
back. John’s  chances of being sent overseas 
in the foreseeable future were diminished. 

However, early 1957 he was transferred to 
Shell Lab in Amsterdam and as we were 

already married in Shell’s eyes, they had 
to provide us with housing, which was still 
difficult to get at that time. Now we wanted 
to get married in Church, but John could 
not ask for a day off  as in their eyes we were 
already married. Luckily Queen’s birthday 
was coming up in a few weeks time and we 
decided to get married then.

That took quite a bit of organizing as a lot 
of shops and businesses were closed on 
that day AND we wanted to get married in 
John’s parish church , which was a nice small 
church compared to my big parish Church. 
It took a while to get this organised and in 

the meantime John’s mother got us a venue 
for the reception, had the cake made, looked 
after the food  etc 

As all photo studios were closed I was lucky 
enough to have a boss, whose friend owned 
a studio and he opened specially  on that 
day to take our official photos. 

The only difficulty now was the fact that we 
didnot have 3 Sundays left to have our wed-
ding announced from the pulpit. This meant 
that we were married with dispensation 
from the Bishop. You can imagine what a lot 
of people were thinking! 

With the help of family and friends we had 
a lovely wedding day, which we repeated 
on the 30th April this year with a luncheon 
attended by our family and  friends. One of 
our grandsons arrived, that  morning at 5 
am. from China, so that he could be at the 
luncheon!!

John and Willy Van Ravestijn – Celebrate 60 Years of Marriage. 
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Around the Parish
Children and parents prepartion events for Confirmation
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Easter Preparations 
To celebrate Holy Week the students at 
Holy Spirit participated in an Easter walk, 
where each day a different story was shared. 
To start the Holy Week journey, the whole 
school gathered to watch 3/4AD present the 
story of Palm Sunday. The children excitedly 
waved their palms and sang Hosanna in the 
Highest.  For the story of The last Supper, the 
children one grade at a time, sat around a 
table set up on the floor in the Community 
Centre and passed around bread to share. 
The Stations of the Cross was a silent and 
solemn walk where the children prayed 
to God. The week ended with the children 
learning and answering wonderings about 
the Resurrection of Jesus. 

Grade 1/2MJ Sharing the story of 
The Last Supper.

Prep _ Kaitlin Praying at the 
Stations of the Cross

Mother’s day morning tea

Grade 1/2DA learning and wondering about 
the Resurrection of Jesus.

Holy Spirit School

Family, Faith,  
Friendship is alive  
at Holy Spirit.
The Grade 1/2 children invited their mums 
and grandmothers to a morning tea for 
Mother’s Day. The children sang a beautiful 
song and served scones, jam and cream. A 
beautiful moment shared between mothers, 
grandmothers and children.
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Friday 26th May  - Supper Dance
Around the Parish

�The equally unsound Editor tripping the light fantastic with Len Scicluna

� The ‘ not so Sound’ Maestro’s Don & Silvio

Sound teachers & 
Friends �

�Sound families 
 

� The Band with 
the great sound

The Sound  
Maestro’s �

�Very sound visitors

 A wonderful array of sound parishioners 
enjoyed a great evening of good music, great 
conversation and a lot of laughs.
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Around the Parish

Emma Versteegen - BUILDER!
Valerie & Joseph Versteegen are 
please to let you know that their 
Granddaughter Emma Versteegen was 
awarded and judged by the Australian 
Building Institute, the best apprentice in 
the building trade for the year 2017.

From Proud Grandfather Joseph 
Versteegen.

Emma is now the 4th generation 
builder in the family!

“Emma came to work in the Building 
Industry after she completed her 
Bachelor of Arts (Media Communication.  
It took three months to convince her 
dad to sign her up as an apprentice 
and neither has looked back in the 
four years since.  Emma loves being 
in a team where everyone is working 
towards on end goal.  She encourages 
everyone to follow their passion and 
says that whatever it may be – go in 
wholeheartedly.  Emma would like to 
encourage and inspire others looking 
to start in the building industry through 
Social media and perhaps talking to 
groups of school students as well.  
Outside of work, Emma’s love of surfing 
has led to her involvement in the 
Disabled Surfers Association.  She says 
seeing people’s faces as the feel the sand 
between their toes for the first time, or 
being able to stand up on a surfboard 
is so rewarding and something she will 
continue to doing for as long as she is 
able.

Parish Dinner

Photos from Parish Dinner with Prep 
Kaitlyn & farewell/thank you to Marisa 
Smeed & Megan Whitworth who have been 
coordinating these dinners for  
14 years- Marisa and 8 years Megan.

Eleanore Kozma’s   
Grandson Joey’s  
First Communion  
30th April at Holy Spirit Church,  
Huntsville Alabama. 

Fabulous work Ladies  
- Is this a Ministry you might 
be interested in assisting?
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FOREWORD
The novena in honor of the Holy Spirit is the 
oldest of all novenas since it was first made 
at the direction of Our Lord Himself when 
He sent His apostles back to Jerusalem 
to await the coming of the Holy Spirit 
on the first Pentecost. It is still the only 
novena officially prescribed by the Church. 
Addressed to the Third Person of the Blessed 
Trinity, it is a powerful plea for the light and 
strength and love so sorely needed by every 
Christian.

ACT OF CONSECRATION TO  
THE HOLY SPIRIT

To be recited daily during the Novena

On my knees I before the great multitude 
of heavenly witnesses I offer myself, soul 
and body to You, Eternal Spirit of God. I 
adore the brightness of Your purity, the 
unerring keenness of Your justice, and the 
might of Your love. You are the Strength 
and Light of my soul. In You I live and move 
and am. I desire never to grieve You by 
unfaithfulness to grace and I pray with all 
my heart to be kept from the smallest sin 
against You. Mercifully guard my every 
thought and grant that I may always watch 
for Your light, and listen to Your voice,and 
follow Your gracious inspirations. I cling to 
You and give myself to You and ask You, by 
Your compassion to watch over me in my 
weakness. Holding the pierced Feet of Jesus 
and looking at His Five Wounds, and trusting 
in His Precious Blood and adoring His 
opened Side and stricken Heart, I implore 
You, Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, 
to keep me in Your grace that I may never 
sin against You. Give me grace O Holy Spirit, 
Spirit of the Father and the Son to say to You 
always and everywhere, “Speak Lord for Your 
servant heareth.” Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE SEVEN  
GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

To be recited daily during the Novena

O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before ascending 
into heaven did promise to send the Holy 
Spirit to finish Your work in the souls of Your 
Apostles and Disciples, deign to grant the 
same Holy Spirit to me that He may perfect 
in my soul, the work of Your grace and Your 
love.

Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may 
despise the perishable things of this world 
and aspire only after the things that are 
eternal, the Spirit of Understanding to 
enlighten my mind with the light of Your 
divine truth, the Spirit on Counsel that I may 
ever choose the surest way of pleasing God 
and gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude 
that I may bear my cross with You and 
that I may overcome with courage all the 
obstacles that oppose my salvation, the 

Spirit of Knowledge that I may know God 
and know myself and grow perfect in the 
science of the Saints, the Spirit of Piety that 
I may find the service of God sweet and 
amiable, and the Spirit of Fear that I may be 
filled with a loving reverence towards God 
and may dread in any way to displease Him. 
Mark me, dear Lord with the sign of Your 
true disciples, and animate me in all things 
with Your Spirit. Amen.

The Novena begins on the day after the 
Solemnity of the Ascension, Friday of the 
6th Week of Easter, even if the Solemnity 
of the Ascension is transferred to the 7th 
Sunday.

FIRST DAY  
(Friday after Ascension or 
 Friday of 6th Week of Easter)
Holy Spirit! Lord of Light! From Your clear 
celestial height, Your pure beaming radiance 
give!

The Holy Spirit
Only one thing is important eternal 
salvation. Only one thing, therefore, is to be 
feared sin?

Sin is the result of ignorance, weakness, 
and indifference The Holy Spirit is the Spirit 
of Light, of Strength, and of Love. With His 
sevenfold gifts He enlightens the mind, 
strengthens the will, and inflames the heart 
with love of God. To ensure our salvation we 
ought to invoke the Divine Spirit daily, for 
“The Spirit helpeth our infirmity. We know 
not what we should pray for as we ought. 
But the Spirit Himself asketh for us.”

Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, Who hast 
vouchsafed to regenerate us by water 
and the Holy Spirit, and hast given us 
forgiveness all sins, vouchsafe to send forth 
from heaven upon us your sevenfold Spirit, 
the Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding, 
the Spirit of Counsel and fortitude, the Spirit 
of Knowledge and Piety, and fill us with the 
Spirit of Holy Fear. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

SECOND DAY  
(Saturday of 6th Week of Easter)
Come. Father of the poor. Come, treasures 
which endure; Come, Light of all that live!

The Gift of Fear
The gift of Fear fills us with a sovereign 
respect for God, and makes us dread 
nothing so much as to offend Him by sin. It 
is a fear that arises, not from the thought of 
hell, but from sentiments of reverence and 
filial submission to our heavenly Father. It 
is the fear that is the beginning of wisdom, 

detaching us from worldly pleasures that 
could in any way separate us from God. 
“They that fear the Lord will prepare their 
hearts, and in His sight will sanctify their 
souls.”

Prayer
Come, O blessed Spirit of Holy Fear, 
penetrate my inmost heart, that I may set 
you, my Lord and God, before my face 
forever, help me to shun all things that can 
offend You, and make me worthy to appear 
before the pure eyes of Your Divine Majesty 
in heaven, where You live and reign in the 
unity of the ever Blessed Trinity, God world 
without end. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE.  
Glory be to the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven 
Gifts

THIRD DAY  
(7th Sunday of Easter or transferred 
Ascension)
Thou, of all consolers best, Visiting the 
troubled breast, Dost refreshing peace 
bestow.

The Gift of Piety
The gift of Piety begets in our hearts a filial 
affection for God as our most loving Father. 
It inspires us to love and respect for His sake 
persons and things consecrated to Him, 
as well as those who are vested with His 
authority, His Blessed Mother and the Saints, 
the Church  and its visible Head, our parents 
and superiors, our country and its rulers. He 
who is filled with the gift of Piety finds the 
practice of his religion, not a burdensome 
duty, but a delightful service. Where there is 
love, there is no labor.

Prayer
Come, O Blessed Spirit of Piety, possess 
my heart. Enkindle therein such a love for 
God, that I may find satisfaction only in His 
service, and for His sake lovingly submit to 
all legitimate authority. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

FOURTH DAY  
(Monday, 7th Week of Easter)
Thou in toil art comfort sweet, Pleasant 
coolness in the heat, solace in the midst of 
woe.

The Gift of Fortitude By the gift of Fortitude 
the soul is strengthened against natural 
fear, and supported to the end in the 
performance of duty. Fortitude imparts to 
the will an impulse and energy which move 
it to under take without hesitancy the most 
arduous tasks, to face dangers, to trample 
under foot human respect, and to endure 

Novena of  the Seven Gifts
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without complaint the slow martyrdom 
of even lifelong tribulation. “He that shall 
persevere unto the end, he shall be saved.”

Prayer
Come, O Blessed Spirit of Fortitude, uphold 
my soul in time of trouble and adversity, 
sustain my efforts after holiness, strengthen 
my weakness, give me courage against all 
the assaults of my enemies, that I may never 
be overcome and separated from Thee, my 
God and greatest Good. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

FIFTH DAY  
(Tuesday, 7th Week of Easter)
Light immortal! Light Divine! Visit Thou 
these hearts of Thine, And our inmost being 
fill!

The Gift of Knowledge
The gift of Knowledge enables the soul 
to evaluate created things at their true 
worthin their relation to God. Knowledge 
unmasks the pretense of creatures, reveals 
their emptiness, and points out their only 
true purpose as instruments in the service 
of God. It shows us the loving care of God 
even in adversity, and directs us to glorify 
Him in every circumstance of life. Guided 
by its light, we put first things first, and 
prize the friendship of God beyond all else. 
“Knowledge is a fountain of life to him that 
possesseth it.”

Prayer
Come, O Blessed Spirit of Knowledge, and 
grant that I may perceive the will of the 
Father; show me the nothingness of earthly 
things, that I may realize their vanity and 
use them only for Thy glory and my own 
salvation, looking ever beyond them to 
Thee, and Thy eternal rewards. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

SIXTH DAY  
(Wednesday, 7th Week of Easter)
If Thou take Thy grace away, nothing pure in 
man will stay, All his good is turn’d to ill.

The Gift of Understanding
Understanding, as a gift of the Holy Spirit, 
helps us to grasp the meaning of the truths 
of our holy religion BY faith we know 
them, but by Understanding we learn to 
appreciate and relish them. It enables us to 
penetrate the inner meaning of revealed 
truths and through them to be quickened 
to newness of life. Our faith ceases to be 
sterile and inactive, but inspires a mode of 
life that bears eloquent testimony to the 
faith that is in us; we begin to “walk worthy 
of God in all things pleasing, and increasing 

in the knowledge of God.”

Prayer
Come, O Spirit of Understanding, and 
enlighten our minds, that we may know and 
believe all the mysteries of salvation; and 
may merit at last to see the eternal light in 
Thy Light; and in the light of glory to have a 
clear vision of Thee and the Father and the 
Son. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

SEVENTH DAY  
(Thursday, 7th Week of Easter)
Heal our wounds our strength renews; On 
our dryness pour Thy dew, Wash the stains 
of guilt away.

The Gift of Counsel
The gift of Counsel endows the soul with 
supernatural prudence, enabling it to 
judge promptly and rightly what must 
done, especially in difficult circumstances. 
Counsel applies the principles furnished 
by Knowledge and Understanding to the 
innumerable concrete cases that confront 
us in the course of our daily duty as parents, 
teachers, public servants, and Christian 
citizens. Counsel is supernatural common 
sense, a priceless treasure in the quest of 
salvation. “Above all these things, pray to 
the Most High, that He may direct thy way 
in truth.”

Prayer
Come, O Spirit of Counsel, help and guide 
me in all my ways, that I may always do Thy 
holy will. Incline my heart to that which 
is good; turn it away from all that is evil, 
and direct me by the straight path of Thy 
commandments to that goal of eternal life 
for which I long.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

EIGHTH DAY  
(Friday, 7th Week of Easter)

Bend the stubborn heart and will, melt the 
frozen warm the chill. Guide the steps that 
go astray!

The Gift of Wisdom
Embodying all the other gifts, as charity 
embraces all the other virtues, Wisdom is 
the most perfect of the gifts. Of wisdom 
it is written “all good things came to me 
with her, and innumerable riches through 
her hands.” It is the gift of Wisdom that 
strengthens our faith, fortifies hope, 
perfects charity, and promotes the practice 
of virtue in the highest degree.

Wisdom enlightens the mind to discern and 
relish things divine, in the appreciation of 
which earthly joys lose their savor, whilst 

the Cross of Christ yields a divine sweetness 
according to the words of the Saviour: “Take 
up thy cross and follow me, for my yoke is 
sweet and my burden light.

Prayer
Come, O Spirit of Wisdom, and reveal to my 
soul the mysteries of heavenly things, their 
exceeding greatness, power and beauty. 
Teach me to love them above and beyond 
all the passing joys and satisfactions of 
earth. Help me to attain them and possess 
them for ever. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

NINTH DAY  
(Saturday, Vigil of Pentecost)
Thou, on those who evermore Thee confess 
and Thee Adore, in Thy sevenfold gift, 
Descend; Give Them Comfort when they 
die; Give them Life with Thee on high; Give 
them joys which never end. Amen

The Fruits of the Holy Spirit
The gifts of the Holy Spirit perfect the 
supernatural virtues by enabling us to 
practice them with greater docility to divine 
inspiration. As we grow in the knowledge 
and love of God under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit, our service becomes more 
sincere and generous, the practice of virtue 
more perfect. Such acts of virtue leave the 
heart filled with joy and consolation and 
are known as Fruits of the Holy Spirit. These 
Fruits in turn render the practice of virtue 
more attractive and become a powerful 
incentive for still greater efforts in the 
service of God, to serve Whom is to reign.

Prayer
Come, O Divine Spirit, fill my heart with 
Thy heavenly fruits, Thy charity, joy, peace, 
patience, benignity, goodness, faith, 
mildness, and temperance, that I may 
never weary in the service of God, but 
by continued faithful submission to Thy 
inspiration may merit to be united eternally 
with Thee in the love of the Father and the 
Son. Amen.

Our Father and Hail Mary ONCE. Glory be to 
the Father SEVEN TIMES.

Act of Consecration, Prayer for the Seven Gifts

Back to Pentecost The Holy Spirit
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An Invitation to our fellow parishioners of St Anne’s and St Gerards and the broader community

We all know all the clever sayings about what happens when 
one assumes!  Well, I have to apologize for assuming you, our 
fellow parishioners and neighbours, would know that you were 
most welcome to contribute your news and events to The Spirit 
magazine.  But, of course, if you have never been invited, you would 
not necessarily draw that conclusion.So please consider this an 
invitation to ALL to contribute to The Spirit magazine – No need to 
change the name because The Spirit moves within us all, and is not 
exclusive to Holy Spirit parish.

I would love to have contributions from St Anne’s school and more 
news of the people of St Anne’s and St Gerard’s, if you would like to 
be involved.

I would also like to invite all the parents and grandparents of 
children who do not attend the parish schools to tell us the news of 
your children, whether it be participating in school or family events.  
The Spirit is an instrument of the Holy Spirit Community – Not just 
for the people who attend our Primary School and Church, and you 
like everyone else are a treasured part of the vivid tapestry of our 
community.

NOTE: Please be aware of the issues around privacy that apply 
particularly to photos of children at school.  You may need to check 
with your Principal.  

       Thank you

Short Course on the Sacraments
ACU Short Course in Theology in August 2017: 

This Short Course will explore the meaning of sacramentality and 
key sacraments in the Christian tradition.

 

The following are the dates, topics and speakers:

Wednesday 2 August:  
Introducing Sacraments and Sacramentality Dr Drasko Dizdar  
(BBI/Catholic Education Office, Hobart)

 Wednesday 9 August: 
 Baptism and Confirmation Dr Joel Hodge (ACU)

Wednesday 16 August:  
Reconciliation Assoc. Prof. Robyn Horner (ACU)

Wednesday 23 August:  
Eucharist Dr Gemma Cruz (ACU)

Time: 6-8pm (Refreshments from 6pm, lecture starts at 6:30pm).

Venue: Christ Lecture Theatre, Australian Catholic University, 
115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy.

This Course has been approved for 6 hours towards “Accreditation 
to Teach in a Catholic School” (4 hours for Category C and 2 hours 
for Category A) by Catholic Education Melbourne.

For more information, please visit:  
http://www.acu.edu.au/theology/shortcourses

Registration is essential and closes Monday, 31 July.  
Please register at: http://www.acu.edu.au/about_acu/faculties,_
institutes_and_centres/theology_and_philosophy/theology/
short_courses/melbourne/sacrements_2017

For more information, or to discuss alternative methods of 
payment, please email myself or shortcourses.ftp@acu.edu.au.

Open to the public, this course is led by: 
Rev Prof Francis Moloney SDB, Dr Elizabeth Dowling RSM,  
Dr Michael Theophilos and Dr Drasko Dizdar.
Course Dates: 8, 15, 22 and 29 March 2017.
Time: 6pm to 8pm. 
Venue: ACU Melbourne Campus, 115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy VIC 3065.

Registration Fee: $100/person* or $50/person.
*A Certificate of Attendance is issued for hours towards ‘Accreditation to Teach in a Catholic School’ (CECV).
Registration is essential by Monday 6 March 2017.

Enquiries: shortcourses.ftp@acu.edu.au

Information and registration: acu.edu.au/theology/shortcourses

SHORT COURSE ON

The Passion of Jesus
How do each of the Gospels understand the Passion of Jesus?
Why was Jesus tried and convicted?
What is the meaning of Jesus’ suffering?
Why did Jesus die?
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News and Events from Campion Centre
The other day I had the privilege of 
facilitating a one day retreat for the 
National Executive Committee of the 
Christian Life Community. The theme 
chosen was the ‘Contemplation on God’s 
Love’ that is part of the Fourth Week of 
the Spiritual Exercises. This prayer exercise 
focuses on all the gifts that God has given 
to us - this planet with all its natural beauty 
and life giving bounty; our faith, our 
believing community, and the sacraments 
and Scripture; my own being; and God 
Godself both in every existing thing and 
in the person of Jesus. This generous 
and loving giving is certainly a reason to 
celebrate and rejoice and to give thanks 
to God every day.   We are still in the 

season of Easter when we celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection and with it the ‘breaking in’ of 
the end to which the universe is directed. 
We experience now a foretaste of the 
union with God to which all things are 
drawn by the Spirit. One way of sustaining 
our Easter thanksgiving is to use the 
Examen to look back on the day and count 
the blessings in it. Are there some things 
that I take for granted or have overlooked? 
Even on a ‘bad’ day it is possible to give 
thanks for something small, like food on 
the table, a good news story in a magazine, 
the sight of an animal enjoying its life.   We 
are approaching the 30 Day retreat with 
11 seminarians and one lay woman. Please 
pray for them and for those directing 

them that they will all be attentive to 
the voice of the Holy Spirit. Before that 
we have one three day retreat (‘Called 
into Life’) with spaces still available and 
immediately afterwards there is a weekend 
retreat (‘Who Stole the Joy’). You are also 
welcome to join us on Friday June 2nd at 
2pm for a talk by the Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Divinity who will talk to 
us about St Ignatius and Martin Luther in 
the context of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. Please contact our Reception 
to book these events.   

Yours in Christ, 

Iain Radvan sj    
Director of Campion Centre of Ignatian 

Prayer Morning - Afternoons - Evenings 
Prayer Afternoons

Seasons of  The heart  
With Mandy Lane
• Monday 5 June, 1pm – 3pm

• Monday 3 July, 1pm – 3pm

• Monday 7 August, 1pm – 3pm

 Cost: $25 per session

Come aside and rest awhile. These contemplative prayer 
afternoons invite you to go deeper in your relationship 
with God. There will be times of silence and personal 
prayer together with group sharing as we gently explore 
different methods of prayer. Please bring a journal with 
you.

Prayer Evenings 
Listening to Turning Earth 
With Tim Moloney CFC
• Tuesday 13 June, 7.30pm – 9pm 

• Tuesday 19 September, 7.30pm – 9pm   

Cost: $20 per session

Four evening sessions of ninety minutes each to sit and 
contemplate the seasons of our Earth. Using images and 
reflections from writers in the field, we will sit prayerfully 
to honour the Earth and its evolving changes in our 
temperate climate.

Walking with God in Nature  
(Walking Prayer Day)
With the Being with God in Nature 
Ministry Team
Saturday 9 September, 9.30am – 4pm,  
Merri Creek 
Cost: $35 (BYO Lunch)

‘In every walk with nature one receives far more than he 
seeks. Take a walk to feed the soul’  (John Muir)

 This is an opportunity for you to spend some reflective 
time walking in silence within a group in Nature. The 
group will meet at the location at the beginning of the 
day. The walks will be in variety of places in Nature with-
in the outskirts of Melbourne and beyond. BYO lunch. 

________________________________________

Come and See
With CLC Group
Sunday 24 September, 10am – 3pm

Cost: $25 includes lunch

Recognising the need for stillness and silence in our 
crowded life, this day will offer the time and space to 
discern how God is speaking to us in our lives. We will 
experience some of the ways practiced by members of 
Christian Life Community.

For a Full List of Programs go to http://www.campion.asn.au/
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Holy Spirit Parish hosted 
the Jubilee Cross from 
Thursday 25th to Sunday 
28th May.
The Jubilee Cross is a celebration of 50 years 
since the Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
(CCR) started on the 17th February, 1967. 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal is a spiritual 
movement within the Catholic Church that 
emphasises the availability of the power and 
the many gifts of the Holy Spirit in the life of 
every believer, and the need for a personal 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ 
in order to live life to the fullest.

CCR has its international office in Rome, 
and consists of thousands of local prayer 

groups and communities, as well as special 
ministries and services, in almost every 
country around the world. 

The Jubilee Cross is now being taken to 
more than 40 parishes in Victoria over 40 
weeks. Its presence is to thank God for the 
great gift of the Holy Spirit and to show 
God’s love for all people. The Cross was 
blessed by Archbishop Hart in St Patrick’s 
Cathedral on February 26th 2017 and sent 
on it’s journey. It has already travelled 
throughout the Northern parishes and 
is currently moving through the Eastern 
Parishes.

The privilege of hosting the 
Jubilee Cross at our Parish allows 
us opportunity for both personal 
and communal prayer. These 

included Mass, Rosary, Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, overnight prayer vigil, guided 
meditation and Stations of the Cross. 

With the cross we received prayer intention 
cards, which were posted into the base of 
the Cross, and prayed for in each liturgy.  
They will be burnt in a special ceremony at 
the Eastern Regional mass.  

To conclude the visit of the Jubilee Cross, 
there were Stations of the Cross on Sunday 
afternoon, followed by afternoon tea. 

Jubilee Cross
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Celebrating 50 years of 
Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal
Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) is a 
spiritual movement within the Catholic 
Church that emphasises the availability of 
the power and the many gifts of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of every believer, and the 
need for a personal relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ in order to live life to 
the fullest. As part of the celebrations and 
in gratitude for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
the Renewal’s Jubilee Cross will be carried 
to 40 parishes in Victoria in 40 weeks to 
show God’s love for all people.

The Jubilee Cross was blessed by 
Archbishop Dennis Hart at a solemn 
celebration which took place at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral on 26th February 2017 before it 
commenced its journey. The Archbishop 
has said “…The Cross, where Jesus died 
for love of us, will journey around Victoria 
through this year, reminding us that God’s 
love is in a person – in whom we can put 
our trust…”.

Join us as we carry the Cross over Victoria 
during 2017. As the Cross moves through 
our area join together with all Christians in 
praise and prayer at the foot of the Cross 
at Holy Spirit Parish, North Ringwood from 
Thursday 25th May to Sunday 28th May.  

 
To follow the cross online go to  
http://www.ccr.org.au/jubileecross.

Lift up the Cross of Christ

Want to make a difference  
in the lives of others for  
eternity? Now is your 
chance.
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What a wonderful Sunday afternoon we 
all shared in April to celebrate Hiroko’s 
80th birthday which occurs in October 
this year.  Hiroko, her husband Yasu and 

each member of their family presented 
a wonderful concert of singing, dancing, 
martial arts, and Japanese inspired en-
tertainment.  It was such an enjoyable 
and happy occasion.  They spoilt us all 
even more by the delicious afternoon 
tea spread shared at The Michael Centre 
in Warranwood.

We thank them from the bottom of our 
hearts and wish them and their family 
every blessing from God for their good 
health and many happy years ahead. 
thank you! 
Tina Toomey.

Hiroko’s 80th birthday celebration

The Catenians: 
Women are mostly naturals when it 
comes to meeting others, catching up 
with friends, networking, arranging get 
together’s; coffee, brunch, kids play dates, 
etc. and have various groups of friends 
from that may stem from kinder, school, 
work, church, old school friends, etc. 

For the blokes though………… we 
need something a bit more regular and 
organised, something with some structure! 

It’s the way men are wired and this is why 
the Catenians is so good. 

Maroondah Catenians is purely a men’s 
fellowship group, where the members 
have one common denominator ……. 
their faith. We are proudly Catholic.

Some background:

The name Catenian’s is derived from the 
Latin word Catena, which means chain and 
local groups are called circles, referring to 
the links of that chain. Established in the 
UK over 100 years ago, worldwide we have 

in excess of 10,000 members located in 
England, Ireland, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
India with around 1000 members in 
Australia in Perth, Sydney, Canberra, Cairns, 
the Gold Coast and six groups (Circles) 
here in Melbourne. The Maroondah Circle 
was established in 2000 and is the closest 
group to the Holy Spirit Parish. As a result 
of the Circle the members have managed 
to forge some great lifelong friendships, 
not just with Maroondah members but also 
men from other Circles too. 

We meet on the third Wednesday of every 
month at Natalies Restaurant in Mitcham, 
we have a brief meeting, drinks, dinner 
and usually a guest speaker to inspire or 
educate us in some way, but mostly we’re 
there for the fellowship.

Invitation: 

Our next get together is Wednesday – JUNE 
21ST  starting at 7.00pm and our guest 
speaker for the night is David Kerley who 
will be speaking about Motor Neurone 
Disease.

So gents, this may be for you?  

Ladies, you might think this is just what 
your husband needs? 

If you like the sound of this why not give 
Andrew Ruigrok a call on 0487 138140 to 
make enquiries about attending the next 
dinner meeting?

It would be great to have you along 
to see if this suits you too!Catenians visitors 
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Australian bishops gather in the light 
of the royal commission
Andrew Hamilton |  04 May 2017

 The government and the Catholic Church 
both face difficulties when commending 
values. The difficulties will dog events during 
the next week in which both institutions are 
on public display — the bringing down of 
the budget and the meeting of the Austra-
lian Catholics Bishops Conference.

 In each case the difficulty has its roots in 
defects of governance: a lack of leadership, 
authority, transparency and inclusiveness. 
When the government appeals to values 
with respect to the Australian community or 
education, its appeal is commonly assumed 
to mask electoral self-interest and internal 
party conflict. That underlying its rhetoric 
is a lack of transparency, inclusiveness and 
authority is taken for granted.

When representatives of the Catholic Church 
appeal to values in public life, in sexuali-
ty and in education, their appeal is often 
thought to mask hypocrisy — the assertion 
of high values that it does not practice — 
and amnesia about its record of betrayal 
of the principles of good governance in its 
exercise of authority. The revelations of the 
royal commission into child abuse hangs 
over the bishops’ meeting.

Both the government and the Catholic 
Church will be tempted to carry on business 
as usual, postponing any concerted attempt 
to deal with the issues of governance they 
face until the election and the handing 
down of the findings of the royal commis-
sion respectively.

I believe that to delay would be a mistake, 
especially in the case of the Catholic Church. 
Even before the royal commission’s report is 
made public there is enough known about 
the extent, causes and right responses to 
sexual abuse in the church, and sufficient 
work done on protocols and safeguarding 
children to enable an initial response by the 
whole Australian church.

The question Australians, including many 
Catholics, ask is whether the bishops and 
other public representatives of the Catholic 
Church have the stomach for the changes in 
governance needed to address the factors 
that led to child abuse. Delaying action until 
swamped by the harsh criticism that can be 
expected from the royal commission will 
make that action appear too expedient, too 
little and too late.

What should that action look like? Given the 
pressure of time, it will need to be symbolic. 
The details of effective action to respond to 
the crimes of sexual abuse of children, to 
respond to its victims, to deal with perpetra-
tors and to safeguard children in future will 
need to be attended to at a local level. That 
is where the hard work needs to be done.

What is possible for bishops gathered to-
gether in a reasonably short span of time is 
symbolic action that embodies seriousness 
in recognising the harm done and the need 
for response by the whole church. Some of 
these actions are suggested by the report to 
the bishops by Catholics for Renewal.

 “This delegation would show how seriously 
the Australian Catholic Church takes the 
harm done to the victims of sexual abuse, 
and show its concern that the universal 
church should learn from its experience.”

 A significant action would be to send a 
delegation of bishops and laypeople to 
Rome to impress on Pope Francis the benefit 
of the royal commission in establishing the 
extent and lasting effects of sexual abuse by 
clergy and religious on children in Australia, 
to press the importance of addressing the 
aspects of Catholic culture that promoted 
sexual abuse and its cover up, and to insist 
that local clergy and laity should have a 
strong voice in the selection of bishops.

This delegation would show how seriously 
the Australian Catholic Church takes the 

harm done to the victims of sexual abuse 
and the evil of crimes and cover up that 
have involved. It would show its concern 
that the universal church should learn from 
its experience. It might also respond to the 
suspicion that the bishops are no more than 
mouthpieces of the Vatican.

It would also be appropriate for the Bishops 
to appoint a forthcoming day of repentance 
and reconciliation in every parish church in 
Australia, acknowledging the evil of sexual 
abuse and its concealment, and commit-
ting to care for victims and safeguarding of 
children. Apologies and pledges have been 
made piecemeal. A Sunday before Christ-
mas dedicated in every Australian church to 
repentance would express a common mind 
and will.

Defects in the use of authority associated 
with clericalism have been criticised both by 
Pope Francis and by the royal commission. 
Remedying these will require continuing 
detailed attention in the formation of clergy 
and in decision making within the Catholic 
Church. But given that there will be an Aus-
tralian Plenary Council in 2020, the bishops 
could mark the preparations for it by com-
mitting throughout Australia to gatherings 
in which the bishops can listen to lay people 
speak of their hopes for the Catholic Church. 
Such meetings would embody a consulta-
tive form of leadership.

Such initiatives as these are small things, 
symbolic in naming priorities and attitudes, 
but also a brick in building good gover-
nance. In it the royal commission will con-
tinue to act as a lighthouse warning of past 
wrecks and promising safe passage.

 Andrew Hamilton is consulting editor of 
Eureka Street.

https://eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx-
?aeid=52314#.WRPxv7LRMh9.email

You are not forgotten ……………..
We remember all of the families in our community who may be mourning the loss of a loved one, or dealing with illness and all  
varieties of family stress.  Please know that you are not forgotten –  When you are at your lowest, know that someone is thinking of you 
and saying a prayer to ease your pain and suffering.  You are not forgotten in this busy world we live in –  
Please know that and cherish that knowledge.
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EASTER SERVICES – 2017
Coming home for another amazing Easter Each year I love watching 
friends and family come back to Holy Spirit to enjoy our Easter ser-
vices. I may be biased, but I say these services are world-renowned! 
The Liturgy Team at Holy Spirit do an amazing job year in, year out. 
It’s such a beautiful and special time on the Christian calendar and 
no more so than attending a service right here at Holy Spirit North 
Ringwood. As I step into the Church during the holy season of Lent 
and Easter, there is a beautiful air of reverence and sacredness. 
Much of this can be attributed to all those wonderful people who 
create a beautiful space in which to pray, from the readers to the 
cleaners of the Church. What an incredible group effort!

For me, Lent is such an important time. It slows me down. It causes 
me to reflect on where things are at in my life and where I may be 
heading. I particularly enjoy listening to the Choir and watching the 
service in all its dramatic effect on Good Friday. It is such a moving 
and emotional service. That feeling stays with you long after the 
service has ended on Friday afternoon.

So I say a big thank you to all the wonderful Liturgy Team and all 
the parishioners who made our Easter season at Holy Spirit this year 
such a sacred one. I tell everyone how lovely it is, and each year I 
see a new face come along to one of the Masses or Services during 
this time. I am so blessed to be part of this wonderful community.

Elizabeth Dal Cin
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New Evangelization through Colloboration.  

Frank Donio, SAC  
and Barbara  
Humphrey McCrabb
The parish meeting room at 7 p.m. on a 
weeknight is a familiar scene: An adult faith 
formation session of some type begins, and 
the same ten people are present. They are 
the stalwarts who always attend everything. 
We might want to change this familiar 
story, but “we have always done it this way.” 
Somehow we expect different results, even 
though we keep doing the same thing over 
and over. Change can be difficult. Yet, Pope 
Francis reminds us in his actions, large and 
small, that change is necessary for growth 
and for vibrant life in the church. What does 
he mean by the phrase “changing business 
as usual”? It does not mean throwing out 
church teachings or discarding our tradition. 
The change called for by the 2012 synod 
on new evangelization refers to a “move 
from a pastoral strategy of maintenance to 
a pastoral position that is truly missionary.”1 
Pope Francis, in words and actions, lives this 
movement and draws others into the shift. 
He calls for change in a co- responsible and 
collaborative way. In his apostolic exhorta-
tion, Evangelii Gaudium, he clearly outlines 
how to make the shift from maintenance to 
mission:

Pastoral ministry in a missionary key seeks 
to aban- don the complacent attitude that 
says: ‘We have always done it this way.’ I 
invite everyone to be bold and creative in 
this task of rethinking the goals, structures, 
style, and methods of evangelization in their 
respective communities. A proposal of goals 
without an adequate communal search for 
the means of achieving them will inevitably 
prove illusory (n33).

“Bold and creative” does not mean being 
hasty, careless, or thoughtless. Consider the 
actions of Pope Francis in making changes 
at the Vatican. He uses a “communal search,” 
con- sulting broadly and then creating new 
structures in order to change “business as 
usual.” (This call for a change of “business as 
usual” comes from number 10 of the Linea-
menta for the synod.)

Often, our greatest resistance to change 
stems from our uncer- tainty about how to 
proceed and a certain comfort with the amil-
iar. Some people try to change things alone 
by making decisions and then getting others 
to implement the plan. “Collaboration for” 
describes this method. Others try to make 

changes by committee, inviting a select 
few into the discus- sion with the hopes of 
affecting some change. “Collaboration with” 
depicts this method. A more holistic method 
engages all those involved. “Collaboration 
from the beginning” as a method “proceeds 
in a communal fashion right from start and 
together they

	 § analyze the situation,  
	 §recognize the need to act, 
 § make decisions, and 
	 § realize those decisions.”2

As a methodology, collaboration from the 
beginning has three elements associated 
with it:

	 § Cenacle Spirituality 
	 § Communio Ecclesiology 
	 § Cooperation Technology  

The three elements, when combined, 
integrate the spiritual, ecclesial, and human 
dimensions, resulting in a functional meth-
odology. The framework fosters co-respon-
sible and collaborative action that advances 
the work of new evangeliza- tion.  Cenacle 
Spirituality refers to the experience of the 
community of Acts, the Upper Room in 
Jerusalem. Everyone in this room, women 
and men, received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit moved them out into mission, 
but the community continued to gather in 
worship and in communal sharing, discern-
ment, and decision-making. Each person had 
a role, a contribution to make. There were 
certainly designated leaders, but all were 
equal and all brought unique gifts in service 
to the local community and to the mission of 
the church.  Communio Ecclesiology offers 
a way of living as church. The perspective of 
Communio reminds us that we are not only 
called to collaborate with one another in the 
mission of the church as baptized, but that 
we also collaborate with the Trin- ity. Our 
triune God models a collaborative relation-
ship where each distinct being relates one to 
another and with us.

Cooperation Technology illustrates how 
we function with one another as human 
beings and also with our God. We baptized 
have been gifted by the Holy Spirit and the 
gifts we received are meant to be put at 
the service of Christ and his church. These 
gifts need to be recognized within the faith 
community and united for the good of that 
community.3 We are called to reciprocal 
dialogue with one another, to truly listen, 
and effectively respond to the other. This 
dialogue becomes a “trialogue” when the lis-
tening and response includes the Holy Spirit, 

who draws us into the life of the Trinity.

Collaboration from the beginning, as a 
methodology, sets us on a trajectory that 
can move beyond “we have always done 
it this way.” We have identified ten ways in 
which Pope Francis demonstrates how we 
can apply this way of functioning to our own 
lives. He is

 § Simple and Direct 
 § Pro-active and Outward-focused 
 § Pastoral and Collaborative 
 § Merciful and Joyful 
 §  Faith-filled and Witnessing  

In short, his words and actions witness Jesus 
Christ. Many people see, hear, and recognize 
his witness as faith in action. As Pope Francis 
said in his first encyclical, Lumen Fidei, “Faith 
in Christ brings salvation because in him 
our lives become radically open to a love 
that precedes us, a love that transforms 
us from within, acting in us and through 
us” (20).  Pope Benedict echoes the central 
role love plays in Porta Fidei. He writes, “It 
is the love of Christ that fills our hearts and 
impels us to evangelize” (7).  sImpLe and 
dIrect  Many have commented that the 
homilies, addresses, and talks of Pope Francis 
are not complex theological treatises, but 
are in simple language that makes the point. 
His willingness to embrace those most in 
need reveals a direct approach. Pope Francis 
challenges us to live with integrity so that 
our words match our deeds.  pro-actIve and 
outward-focused  Pope Francis sees needs 
and acts. Rather than waiting for those on 
the margins to come to him, he goes out 
to them. To be a follower of Jesus Christ, a 
disciple, is not enough for one who is bap-
tized. While we are always followers of Christ, 
we are also apostles, who are sent by Jesus 
Christ into the world. St. Vincent Pallotti 
taught that we are sent on mission, as apos-
tles. As “mis- sionary disciples”4 we bring 
Good News and healing to those in need. 
To bring the wounded back to the “battle-
field hospital” as Pope Francis has called the 
church, a place of healing.5 

Pastoral and CollaboratIve

Often described as pastoral, Pope Francis 
enters into the lives of people sometimes by 
calling them on the telephone or by making 
a visit. His approach in reforming the Roman 
Curia or the Vatican administration requires 
a collaborative engage- ment of others in 
the development of methods and means. He 
shows us that we cannot continue with the 
“status quo” and “business as usual.”    
Continued on page 44
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A Short Reflection on My First Triduum 
At Holy Spirit.
This year, for the first time, I was able to be 
present at all the days of the Triduum. It was 
also my joy and privilege to be accompany-
ing the choir on Holy Thursday and Good Fri-
day, and to have oversight of Holy Saturday, 
along with Shirley Graham – who had had 
this role for many years and was glad to have 
me as assistant.

The first thing I really noticed was the way 
the church was filling up for Holy Thursday. 
I was aware that there was only the one 
celebration of Holy Thursday across Holy 
Spirit, St Anne’s and St Gerard’s, but had not 
thought about how unifying that could be. I 
felt as though the whole parish, across the 3 
churches, was truly one. We were one single 
faith community, one single praying com-
munity, at this annual ritual remembrance of 
the Last Supper. Of course we celebrate that 
Supper with every Eucharist, but this one 
is special, with the addition of the washing 
(“Maundy” Thursday) of the feet. I had never 
seen a church with the table for the Cele-
brant  and the twelve disciples set up in the 
middle area, nor the way the washing of the 
feet was done:  first by Father Jo, and then by 
the disciples ( including women, of course). 
Because I was playing music, I could only 
steal a glance now and then as people came 
from all parts of the church, spontaneously, 
to have their feet washed. It was beautiful.

The other moment of immense beauty that 
I recall from Holy Thursday was the proces-
sion from the church to the chapel of repose, 
at the end - which is not an end, as we know, 
since the three days are one unbroken 
liturgy - of the Holy Thursday Eucharist. I 
was walking with the choir, and looked back 
behind. There, coming slowly out of the 
church and beginning to climb the path, was 
a column of people with lighted tapers. The 
moon was out, as were the stars, and there 
was something about the scene that was 
prayerful and catching at the heart.

Good Friday was memorable for many 
moments, but what stood out so much for 
me was the entrance of the very large cross, 
borne by several men. It was slow, dignified, 
and stark. That starkness later was turned 
to absolute beauty when the cross was 
lowered, and children started handing out 
flowers to people:  to place on the cross and  
make a gesture of reverence to the cross – all 
the while with the haunting sung refrain 
of the Reproaches: “My people, what have I 

done to you? Why, why have you abandoned 
Me?” being repeated and repeated.

I was able to place my beautiful rose early 
on, as I was again accompanying the choir, 
and could only steal quick glances at the 
scene of a packed church coming forward 
to receive and place their own flower on the 
cross. After the ceremony, I stood transfixed 
by the sight of the flower-covered cross, the 
recipient of so much love and devotion.

Holy Saturday, too, was filled with so much 
beauty: the fire in the court-yard, the pro-
cession of the lighted Easter Candle into the 
darkened church, the glorious song of the 
candle: the Exultet; the readings, the sudden 
lighting up of the church during the Gloria; 
the joy of the 2 women being received into 
full communion with the Church and our 
community in particular – all this and so 
much more. But the moment I shall remem-
ber and treasure for a very long time oc-
curred in the sacristy before we began. I had 
been talking with the altar-boys about what 
they were to do. I was a bit nervous that they 

would forget some things( especially as they 
had not remembered to bring the paper that 
told them what they were to do). Shirley was 
confident: she had been here ( responsible 
for the smooth running of Holy Saturday ) 
many times before. But it was my first time 
doing it in the parish. However, Joel, the 
senior altar-boy, had it all in hand. Cupping 
his hands right-hand beneath and let hand 
above, with space between, he burst into 
song:”We’re all in this together”! It complete-
ly cracked me up and I knew that the night 
was going to go well. As it did. The cham-
pagne after the whole beautiful Eucharist 
was an added touch to the celebration – and 
very welcome it was. Thank you to the whole 
parish for such a prayerful, unifying  and 
moving Holy Triduum.

(Sr) Marian McClelland sss
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The Evergreens
As always the Evergreens welcome you to 
join them for their get-to-gether, on the last 
Friday of the month.

We have Mass at 09.15 AM in the Parish 
Chapel, followed by Morning Tea in the Par-
ish House, usually with a guest speaker.

We also have a special outing during the 
month – Please see our calendar.

If you or your friends wish to make a book-
ing, please ring Shirley on 9876 2836, or for 
general enquiries, please contact Jean on 
9876 2204 

EASTER SATURDAY  
Service
“There is to be a changing of the guard” 

The current coordinator of the Easter Vigil 
Ceremonies for many years Shirley Graham 
, is retiring gracefully  (as always) from the 
role and is handing over to Sr Marian.

Thank you to Shirley for so many years of 
service and for the beautiful liturgies you 
have organized.

Congratulations and thank you to Sr Marian 
for equally gracefully taking the baton from 
Shirley to continue this important role.

VITAMIN F
Why do I have a variety of friends who are 
all so different in character?  How can I get 
along with them all?  I think that each one 
helps to bring out a “different” part of me.

With one of them I am polite.  With another 
I joke.  I sit down and talk about serious 
matters with one.  With another I laugh a lot.  
I listen to one friend’s problems.  Then listen 
to another one’s advice for me.

My friends are like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle.  
When completed, they form a treasure box.  
A treasure of friends!  They are my friends 
who understand me better than I under-
stand myself.  They are friends who support 
me through good days and bad.

Doctors tell us that friends are good for our 
health!!

Dr Oz calls them Vitamin F (for friends) and 
counts the benefits of friends as essential to 
our wellbeing.  Research shows that people 
in strong social circles have less risk of de-
pression and terminal strokes.

If you enjoy Vitamin F constantly you can 
be up to 30 years younger than your real 
age.  The warmth of friendship stops stress 
and even in your most intense moments it 
decreases the chance of cardiac arrest or 
stroke by 50%.

I AM SO HAPPY I HAVE 
A GOOD STOCK OF  
VITAMIN F!
In summary we should value our friends 
and keep in touch with them.  We should 
try to see the funny side of things and laugh 
together and look after each other in our 
tough moments.

Thank you for being one of my VITAMINS!

ANON.

EVERGREENS’
REPORT

SIGNIFICANT 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Gwen & Bill Eccles – 60 Years 
Married.

Yvonne & Bill Dowsey 40 
Years Married

Kathie & Steve Culhane 40 
Years married.

Yvonne                                                       Gwen                                              Kathie
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Evergreens Calendar
JUNE – DECEMBER 2017

DATE EVENT

JUNE 10 (TUESDAY) FILM – KARRALYKA (SOUTH PACIFIC)

JUNE 30 Mass & Meeting

JULY 11(TUESDAY) FILM KARRALYKA (MY FAIR LADY)

JULY 28 Mass & Meeting

AUGUST 25 Mass & Meeting

SEPTEMBER 15 LUNCH AT CROYDON HOTEL

SEPTEMBER 29 Mass & Meeting

OCTOBER 20 SORRENTO

OCTOBER 27 Mass & Meeting

NOVEMBER 10 COOMBE COTTAGE

NOVEMBER 24  REMEMBRANCE MASS

DECEMBER 01 CHRISTMAS PARTY – DORSET GARDENS.

MORNINGTON 
BELEURA HOUSE 
AND GARDEN
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A Snapshot!  
Name: Lucas Currow

Role in the Parish/
School: Former 
student & former altar 
boy

My parents always 
tell me…...to push 
myself and go beyond 
the norm.

I wish I had….more 
time 

My earliest memory…. is from my best friends’ birthday 
party in Kindergarten. We had snuck off from the main group to 
play Lego star wars on his Xbox.

I wish I hadn’t….. lost touch with my kinder/primary school 
friends

My most embarrassing moment…..When I was younger 
(about 3) I ran outside to play with my brother and his friends. 
There was only one problem, I had forgotten to put clothes on.

My happiest moments…..were meeting my baby cousins 
for the first time.

At home I love to …...Play computer and chat with my 
friends

My favourite gadget is…..My Samsung galaxy note 4

The book that changed my life …..The magic faraway tree. 
Mum used to read it to my brother and I as a bedtime story 
when we were younger.

I’m loving …..Learning to play the saxophone

Friends say I am…….Funny and intelligent

If only I could…...Spend less time doing homework

I’m always being asked…. How I’m so smart

My favourite game is….. Brawlhalla

At the moment I’m reading….Dougy by James Moloney

If I were a car I’d be…..Unable to answer this question, as I 
would be an inanimate object

I often wonder about….How the universe was created

FETE 2017   
Who are the Holy Spirit  
Jammers?
 Fete is always just around the corner. 
And the jam stall, like many of the other 
groups, is already hard at it. We meet 
about once a month to make jams and 
preserves to sell at the stall.  As well as 
chopping and cooking aspect, we love 
getting together for a chat, companion-
ship and learning from each other.  We’d 
love to see new faces along, so please 
watch for the notices and join us some 
time. 

 

Unfortunately, we can’t use second hand 
jars, but if you have surplus fruit, please 
give us a call we would be sure to make 
use of it.  We are also on the hunt for 
donations of fabric and ribbon to make 
pretty “hats” for the jars.  The pretty “hats” 
need volunteer fabric circle cutters – you 
can do it at home in your own time. If 
that sounds like something you might 
be able to tackle, please give me a call.   
Yvette 040 787 3432

  Don’t know if you can work this in 
somewhere as well.  I feel like to often 
we ask for time and talent, but we don’t 
highlight the benefits.  Maybe this could 
help.  I wrote it on the school notice 
board as a comment on the fete commit-
tee’s call for new members, but I doubt 
anyone would have seen it – it is a bit 
hidden there:

 The Fete committee is in need of 
additional hands to make this year’s 
face a great success.  Fete committee is 
a an amazing group to work with. It is a 
special community of its own.  It offers so 

much: you develop your own skills, you 
make new friends, families get to know 
and support each other, children have 
the opportunity to see the community 
in action, to contribute themselves, and 
make friends with children across the 
school.  You are invited to come and be 
a part of this wonderful Holy Spirit insti-
tution! We have had a ball and love our 
fellow fete families! Couldn’t recommend 
it more! - Cheers Yvette 
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Mary’s Providential Bridge to Islam
COMMENTARY: How should we 
approach the message she sends 
to the world at this historical 
moment?
Posted by Matthew E. Bunson on 
Monday May 15th, 2017 at 12:46 PM

From the time of the apparitions of the 
Blessed Mother at Fatima, Portugal, 
many have wondered about the possible 
significance of Our Lady choosing a location 
with such an apparent connection to Islam.

As a matter of historical importance, Fatima, 
the favorite daughter of Muhammad, was 
a woman considered of the highest dignity 
in Islam, save for only one person: the Virgin 
Mary. Indeed, after Fatima’s death at around 
the age of 26, her father wrote to his dead 
daughter: “Thou shalt be the most blessed of 
women in Paradise after Mary.”

Is there a relationship between the 
appearance of Our Lady and the Muslim 
world? Surely, it was not a random choice by 
the Blessed Mother, and so how should we 
approach the possible message it sends to 
the world at this historical moment?

It is a surprise to many that Islam 
traditionally has thought so highly of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. She is called by Muslims 
Miriam or Maryam in Arabic, and also Umm 
Isa, or “Mary, the mother of Jesus,” or simply, 
Sayyida, the Lady.

Mary is the only woman named in the 
Quran, and she is revered as a righteous 
woman in her own right and as the most 
pious, chaste and virtuous woman in history. 
The Quran affirms the virgin birth, but it 
also makes clear in its belief that her son 
was not divine. The 19th sura (chapter) 
of the Quran is both named after her and 
provides what it says are many details about 
her life, although scholars have long noted 
that much in the 19th sura bears a striking 
resemblance to the Gospel of Luke. She is 
also one of only eight people in the Muslim 
holy book to have a sura named after them.

The expression, “Jesus son of Mary” appears 
13 times in the Quran, while “Jesus, the 
Messiah, son of Mary,” is found three times. 
There are also 45 other times in the text that 
there is a reference to Mary’s name.

There is a natural assumption that the village 
of Fatima was named directly after the 
daughter of Muhammad. In truth, its origins 
are a bit more complicated and romantic 
than that.

In the middle of the eighth century, Muslim 
armies from North Africa conquered most of 
the Iberian Peninsula and established what 
became known as the Moorish Kingdoms. 

Gradually, Christian states were formed to 
resist the Moors, leading to what became 
known as the Reconquista, the centuries-
long campaign to end Islamic domination in 
the peninsula. The Reconquista extended to 
what became Portugal, as well.

According to the early 17th-century 
Portuguese chronicler and Cistercian 
Bernardo de Brito, during the fighting in 
1158, a knight by the name of Gonçalo 
Hermigues and his fellow warriors captured 
a Muslim princess named Fatima, daughter 

of the last Muslim ruler in the region. She 
had been named in honor of the daughter of 
Muhammad. Fatima and Gonçalo fell in love, 
and the two were married.

But first, Fatima was baptized into the 
Christian faith and changed her name 
to Oureana. As a wedding gift from her 
husband, she was given a nearby town 
that she called Ourem in recognition of her 
new name. She did not live long after the 
marriage, sadly, and to honor her memory 
further, her husband changed the name of 
another nearby village to Fatima.

It was in the very village named after a 
convert from Islam — a convert initially 
named after Muhammad’s daughter — that 
the Blessed Mother chose to appear to 
the three shepherd children May 13, 1917. 
What does it mean? What is Our Lady trying 
to teach us? Is she telling us that, just as 
she shows us the way to her Son, the path 
ahead in evangelization and overcoming 
the savagery of jihadism might also pass 
through her loving heart?

Venerable Fulton Sheen thought so.

In his 1952 book, The World’s First Love, he 
devoted a chapter to Mary and the Muslims. 
He prophetically observed, “At the present 
time, the hatred of the Moslem countries 
against the West is becoming a hatred 
against Christianity itself. Although the 
statesmen have not yet taken it into account, 

there is still grave danger that the temporal 
power of Islam may return and, with it, the 
menace that it may shake off a West which 
has ceased to be Christian and affirm itself as 
a great anti-Christian world power.”

Archbishop Sheen, however, did not despair. 
Instead, he looked to Fatima and to Mary. 
“Since nothing ever happens out of heaven 
except with a finesse of all details,” he wrote, 
“I believe that the Blessed Virgin chose to be 
known as ‘Our Lady of Fatima’ as a pledge 
and a sign of hope to the Moslem people, 
and as an assurance that they, who show 
her so much respect, will one day accept her 
Divine Son, too.”

He added:

“Missionaries in the future will, more and 
more, see that their apostolate among the 
Moslems will be successful in the measure 
that they preach Our Lady of Fatima. Mary 
is the advent of Christ, bringing Christ to 
the people before Christ himself is born. In 
any apologetic endeavor, it is always best to 
start with that which people already accept. 
Because the Moslems have a devotion to 
Mary, our missionaries should be satisfied 
merely to expand and to develop that 
devotion, with the full realization that Our 
Blessed Lady will carry the Moslems the 
rest of the way to her Divine Son. She is 
forever a ‘traitor,’ in the sense that she will 
not accept any devotion for herself, but 
will always bring anyone who is devoted 
to her to her Divine Son. As those who lose 
devotion to her lose belief in the divinity 
of Christ, so those who intensify devotion 
to her gradually acquire that belief. … 
The Moslems should be prepared to 
acknowledge that, if Fatima must give way 
in honor to the Blessed Mother, it is because 
she is different from all the other mothers of 
the world and that without Christ she would 
be nothing.”

We seek bridges to Islam. Mary is a way. 
Pope Francis said it very well at the Rosary 
and vigil for the centenary of Fatima on the 
evening of May 12.

“No other creature ever basked in the light 
of God’s face as did Mary; she, in turn, gave a 
human face to the Son of the eternal Father,” 
the Holy Father said.

Our task is to help others see her clearly, and 
in so doing see Christ for who he truly is.

Matthew E. Bunson is a Register senior editor 
and a senior contributor to EWTN News

http://m.ncregister.com/daily-news/marys-
providential-bridge-to-islam#.WRtJoIF_VR4

Thank you to Laurie Wilson for submitting this 
article
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The Annual Warrnambool Race Day Pilgrimage

Well it was that time of the year once again!   
The FIRST THURSDAY in MAY comes  
around so quickly.

We were off to an exceptionally early start.   
All aboard the bus leaving Holy Spirit at a  
most ungodly hour.  

Not enough time for a coffee on arrival at  
Southern Cross Station….

A yearly catch-up for some.

All settled in our seats – The Conversations begin!

Time passes quickly and before we know it we arrive in 
Warnambool.  Lipsticks out, lips are touched up. 
Food stored at the station for the trip home.
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All on the local bus to the track.

People EVERYWHERE!

What gorgeous weather was offered 
once again – Couldn’t have asked for 
better.

After a busy day “punting”, it’s time 
to make our way back to the station. 
Grabbing a quick drink at the local 
before boarding the train home.

No well paying wins this year.  Maybe 
next year?

After a lovely dinner on the train, 
whilst travelling, great company, 
great food, great conversation – What 
more could one ask for? Beth.

For those of you who are unaware of 
this long-standing tradition at Holy 
Spirit, you may like to put the date in 
your diary NOW – The First Thursday 
in MAY.

It’s a long day, but always so much 
fun and enjoyment.  There are some 
who are now spending the night 
in Warnambool and returning the 
next day in order to better enjoy it 
all – But however you might like to 
do it – Contact the parish House to 
ask about this fun and engaging day.  
Every one is welcome – you will be 
allocated your “food” item to bring, 
and then it’s just sit back and enjoy 
the ride. 
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Divine Renovation Sunday the 4th
Please understand this is just a very brief 
overview of what was discussed.  For a 
more comprehensive idea of what Divine 
renovation is all about, please follow up on 
the website.  There are continuous updates 
that will keep you informed and explain the 
next steps in the process. 

On 04/06/2017 Holy Spirit Parish made 
the decision to become a Missional Parish! 
70-80 parishioners, most of whom had been 
active participants in the book discussion 
groups held over the prior 5-6 weeks and/
or had read the book privately met after 
the 10:30 Mass. The Core Group presented 
a summary of Father Mallon’s book, a 
summary of issues raised by the discussion 
groups and took questions from the floor. 
Two questions were then asked and were 
answered as follows:

1.  Do you endorse adopting the renovation 
approach proposed by Father James for 
Holy Spirit to move us from a Maintenance 
to Missional Parish? Unanimously agreed.

2.  Do you commit to working with the 
parish to renovate Holy Spirit? Agreed by 
the vast majority.

Pentecost Sunday is regarded as the day 
on which the Catholic Church was born 
and, as the feast day of the Holy Spirit, it 
also a special day for our Parish. The above 
decision further deepens the significance 
of Pentecost to us as it marks the day on 
which we decided to commence Divine 
Renovation and become a Missional Parish.

Finally those present indicated their interest 
to work in one or more of 6 value areas 
of renovation, based on the 10 values of 
chapter 5 as follows:

1.   Leadership / PPC  
 (Implementation of  
 Divine Renovation plan)

2.  Liturgy and Celebration  
 (Weekend priority, uplifting music,  
 homilies)

3.  Community & Hospitality  
 (Hospitality, meaningful communities,  
 small communities)

4.  Faith & Witness  
 (Clear expectations, strength-based  
 ministry, experience of the Holy Spirit)

5.  Service & Outreach  
 (Becoming an inviting Church)

6.  Prayer Supporter

After the Queen’s Birthday weekend (10-12 
June) we will commence planning for the 
start of this journey together and engage 
with all those who expressed interest 
in working with us. Participation in the 
working groups remains open to everyone, 
including those who didn’t make it to the 
04/06/2017 meeting via Dominic North-
Coombes, RingwoodNorth@cam.org.au.
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 WHO ARE THE PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY?
Andrew Ruigrok

Married to: Paula (nee Batson)

Children: Shaun 21, Mitchell 18

Both boys were schooled at 
Aquinas and are now working full 
time. Shaun with Yarra Valley Water 
and Mitchell with Speedworks 
Performance Engines.

Length of time in Parish/ 
why did you choose to live 
in our community - ie family 
connections, or just liked the 
area etc: I’ve been coming to Holy 

Spirit since I was introduced to the YA Group (Young Adult) 
back in 1984. Met my future wife on the first night I attended, 
yet it wasn’t till December 1986 that we started seeing each 
other soon after attending a pasrt for Herb Schobben.  

Involvement in Parish - current/previous ie are/were 
you a Fete person etc: Paula & I moved into the Parish in 
1992 after we had a house built for us, I have participated 
and supported the parish in many ways over the years 
via readings, special ministry, fete volunteer, fund raisers, 
grounds maintenance and more. Add to this 13 years as a 
Committee member of Maroondah Catenians (Catholic Mens 
group), the past three years as President of this group. 

Career : My first career spanned 20 years with Bargain Box 
Fabrics, with the latter years as General Manager. 

In my work life I’ve worked in warehousing, retail, 

manufacturing, import and export, service provision and 
more. The past 8 - 10 years specifically assisting various 
companies with improving their cash flow and actively 
improving their ability to collect cash! 

The past 2-3 years I’ve been working with Santa Fe 
Wridgways (Previously know as Widgways or Ansett 
Wridgways Removalists)  The company has a long history 
dating back 125 years and has always been a market 
leader in removals and staff relocations. Some of the older 
parishioners will remember them well with their easy phone 
number WB 1234 - Wridgway Bros. Auburn. 

Was this your chosen career path or did you get into this 
industry by chance : I’ve never ‘chosen’ a specific career 
path as such, I’ve always just ‘fallen’ into work roles, grabbed 
opportunities that suited as they’ve arisen and worked 
hard to learn and excel in each role along the way. Three 
redundancies along the way have meant some ‘speed humps’ 
but as one door closes........ 

My first boss and mentor instilled in me a passion for cash 
flow, and that passion has led me.  

General philosophy on life: I always try to be positive and 
try to see the best in all people and situations. Negativity can 
get me down, so I’ll do my best to limit my exposure to it. I 
try my best to enjoy life and when opportunities to try new 
things arise I like to try them. (maybe not bungy jumping!) 

If you were granted one wish what would it be:

That my boys will have fulfilling, happy and healthy lives. 

Congratualtions  
on your   

Confirmation
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SOCIETY OF ST  VINCENT DE PAUL
THANK YOU

On behalf of the whole team at the Friday Fitzroy Soup Van, I’d like to 
thank all the volunteers from Holy Spirit Parish who came along to 
help on Good Friday this year. There is always extra work on public 
holidays, with- out the usual left-over food donations, and it was a 
relief knowing that there would be plenty of extra help to make the 
preparations a smooth process. I hope you each found the experi-
ence as fulfilling as we all do. We are looking for more fortnightly vol-
unteers, either with the afternoon preparations or the night run on 
the streets, so please do let us know if you’d like to become involved 
regularly. Thanks again, Josh (Friday Fitzroy Soup Van Coordinator) 

To celebrate Holy Week the students at Holy Spirit participated in 
an Easter walk, where each day a different story was shared. To start 
the Holy Week journey, the whole school gathered to watch 3/4AD 
present the story of Palm Sunday. The children excitedly waved their 
palms and sang Hosanna in the Highest.  For the story of The last 
Supper, the children one grade at a time, sat around a table set up 
on the floor in the Community Centre and passed around bread to 
share. The Stations of the Cross was a silent and solemn walk where 
the children prayed to God. The week ended with the children learn-
ing and answering wonderings about the Resurrection of Jesus. 

Have you been thinking of  volunteering and you think this might 
be something you could do – Please contact Don Schroder 0427 132 
600 for further information.

30 JUNE 2016
4 SEPTEMBER 2013

L I C E N S E D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E R S

CONSIDERING SELLING?
No charges until happily sold

(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
Fax (03) 9879 5533 Mobile 0418 347 444

Ph (03) 9879 4422 Internet: www.treeby.com.au Email: treeby@treeby

Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

16 SEPTEMBER 2013

4 SEPTEMBER 2013

L I C E N S E D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E R S

CONSIDERING SELLING?
No charges until happily sold

(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
Fax (03) 9879 5533 Mobile 0418 347 444

Ph (03) 9879 4422 Internet: www.treeby.com.au Email: treeby@treeby
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Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

Lawn and Garden Care
Lawn Mowing, Brush Cutting, Weeding, 

Spraying, Hedge Cutting, 
Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning 

and any odd jobs

BRIAN COFFEY
0410 451 589

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE – AH 9876 3624

!

!

!
We!specialize!in!Dementia!Care!–!with!a!total!of!3!psychiatric!nurses!helping!to!plan!and!manage!
care.!Registered!nurses!run!every!shift.!Activities!are!diverse!and!range!from!outings!to!the!Theatre!
all!the!way!through!to!games!on!our!iPad.!We!don’t!just!provide!care!–!we!actually!care!–!we!enjoy!
our!work,!and!that!reflects!positively!on!the!daily!experience!of!every!single!one!of!our!residents.!!

Della%dale%Aged%Care%is%a%
small,%301bed%permanent%
residential%aged%care%home.%
We%are%a%family%business%–%%
but%we%are%more%family%than%
business.%The%staff%and%the%
residents%are%all%extensions%of%
our%family%–%and%this%is%OUR%
home.%Come%and%have%a%tour%
with%us.%Call%us%on%98707393.%

 AGED*CARE*–*a*HOME*away*from*HOME*

www.delladale.com.au email: delladale.agedcare@gmail.com 

 17 Derwent St. 
Ringwood Nth. 

Good Friday – St Vinnies Sandwich Makers

Walker Velles & Don Schroder 

Walker has been making the soup every Friday 
night for the Soup vans for the past 25 years!
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GOD AND EVOLUTION
Personal Experience

When I was quite young and began to take 
an interest in serious things I accepted what 
I perceived to be the church’s position which 
was that evolution is contrary to church 
teaching.

The argument against the idea that man 
evolved from the apes was ‘they haven’t 
found the missing link’. Perhaps also it was 
considered at that time that gorillas, chim-
panzees and the other primates were too 
ugly to be considered as our ancestors.

However, thanks to David Attenborough 
and others like him we now see these ani-
mals as beautiful creatures.

Missing link? There are hundreds, perhaps 
thousands of missing links and more are 
constantly being found.

As I grew older my thinking changed and 
my final conversion came when I read The 
Phenomenon of Man by the Jesuit palaeon-
tologist, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-
1955). I thought at last here is someone who 
makes a good case for evolution and can 
show there is no conflict between science 
and religion.

“I doubt that any other Christian thinker 
has tried to make sense of evolution and 
belief in the God of Jesus Christ in such an 
innovative manner as this modest French 
geologist.” (John F. Haught, Making Sense 
of Evolution, Westminster John Knox Press, 
2010, p.137)

Teilhard de Chardin was thoroughly con-
vinced of the theory of evolution and saw 
no conflict between evolution and his faith. 
Scientists working with evolution were 
concerned about what fossils of the past 
could teach us whereas Teilhard looked to 
the future.

Evolution sees a movement from simple 
forms of life such as one celled animals 
like diatoms to more complex forms such 
as fish, birds and mammals. “Where is this 
heading?” was Teilhard’s concern. He was 
convinced that evolution was leading to 
God. He developed the idea that creation 
would eventually climax in Christ. He called 
this the Omega Point. Scripture says Christ 
is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end. (Revelation 1:8) The progression of 
evolution is from the simplest forms of life 
to its ultimate end in Christ.

“For in him (Christ) all things in heaven and 

on earth were created … all things have 
been created through him and for him.” 
Colossians 1:16

What Is Evolution?

Humans have always bred domestic animals 
such as horses, cattle and sheep. Breeders 
choose the best of their stock and breed 
them to get a better animal.

Charles Darwin (1809-1882) proposed in his 
book, On the Origin of Species, that nature 
does the same by a process he called ‘natu-
ral selection’, sometimes called ‘the survival 
of the fittest’. Darwin came to this conclu-
sion while on a five year voyage to South 
America and the Galapagos Islands off the 
coast of South America.

Animals that are the strongest, fastest and 
most adaptable survive the harshness of life 
whereas weaker ones don’t survive as well. 
The strongest pass on their superiority to 
their offspring and over millions of years this 
natural selection produces more species.

On the Galapagos Islands Darwin noticed 
there were two kinds of tortoises. One kind 
had shells that rose in front, like a saddle, 
making it easier for them to lift their heads 
high to eat tree cactus on arid islands. Those 
with dome-shaped shells live on islands 
with good vegetation so it was not neces-
sary for them to lift their heads. 

Darwin theorised that the differences 
occurred to suit the different habitats. 
Difference of habitat is an important part of 
natural selection.

“Among the many questions that Darwin 
and other naturalists … began to ask was 
this: ’Why … do small but distinct variations 
appear among geographically distributed 
species of birds and animals?’” (Haught, p7) 

Evolution of Species

It had been generally believed that God 
created each species separately but Darwin’s 
meticulous observations suggested to him 
that the change in species was a gradual 
one over millions of years. These changes 
occurred because of differences in habitat, 
climate, food supply and geography. Darwin 
doubted that God would create each spe-
cies separately when the differences were 
minute and explainable scientifically.

Life probably first began in the seas about 
3.5 billion years ago, then some creatures 
ventured onto land and gradually the land 
animals evolved. Primates (lemurs, monkeys, 

orangutans) evolved about 50 to 55 million 
years ago.  They were well adapted to living 
in trees, but in time some ventured onto the 
ground.

Africa has been a very fruitful area for fossil 
remains. Remarkably some have survived 
the millions of years buried in the ground. 
Dating these fossils has become a very 
sophisticated skill.

Among the primates was the genus homo, 
a word that literally means human but 
includes all similar animals such as mon-
keys, chimpanzees etc. African great apes 
diverged from orangutans about 14 million 
years ago.

The principal anatomical changes that took 
place consisted of larger brains and the 
ability to walk on two feet.

A number of species of hominids evolved 
and have been given names such as: homo 
erectus and homo habilis. A significant fossil 
nicknamed Lucy was unearthed in Ethiopia. 
This new species was named Australopithe-
cus afarensis dared at 3.2 million years old. 
The skeleton showed that Lucy could walk 
erect.

Other species have also been discovered, 
including the Neanderthals and Denisovans. 

Human Evolution 

Finally, our own species, homo sapiens, 
evolved. Some interbreeding took place so 
there is a little of the Neanderthal in each 
of us.

Homo sapiens evolved about 200,000 years 
ago in Africa and gradually dispersed to 
inhabit the entire planet.

DNA sequencing supports the theory of 
evolution.

So where does God come into this?

God exists entirely outside our time and 
space. The dinosaurs are just as much 
present to God as we are. Nothing in the 
universe exists without God knowing it and 
allowing it.

“In him we live and move and have our 
being.” (Acts 17:28)

 “The point is not that God makes things but 
that ‘God makes things make themselves’, as 
Charles Kingsley, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, 
Frederick Temple, and other religious lead-
ers have put it.” (Haught, p 42)

I believe that evolution is God’s instru-
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Reading Links
During the three months between 
publications of The Spirit magazine, 
I always come across many articles 
which I would consider including.  
However, time and space always 
make for difficult choices, so I have 
decided to include this new section, 
which gives you links to articles 
which you might find of interest.

https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
article.aspx?aeid=52319#.WSEY-
dlR_Wf0

Youth Justice Conference –  
Jesuit Social Services

http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/
article.aspx?aeid=50862#.WSExqC-
m9EDk.email

https://soundcloud.com/jesuitso-

cialservices/sets/youth-justice-at-
a-crossroads

https://jss.org.au/national-jus-
tice-symposium/

This link also has audio available to 
listen to presentations.

https://www.theguardian.com/
australia-news/2017/mar/23/victo-
ria-detained-children-had-to-defe-
cate-on-floor-while-locked-down-
in-cells-report-says

Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations-
Meditations@cac.org

In a similar vein, I receive many 
submissions from various groups 
wishing to have their views includ-
ed in The Spirit.  

Because of the relatively small 
community this publication is 

distributed to, I am reluctant to 
publish items which may, by their 
nature create division within out 
community, and some readers may 
perceive we are advocating one 
view or another.  I have therefore 
decided to offer them also as links 
for you to view or not view at your 
leisure.

Catholics for Renewal 

http://www.catholicsforrenewal.
org/

Christians under persecution

Web: facebook.com/christiansun-
derpersecution

ment for the evolution of life. Evolution is 
influenced by chance factors such as climate 
change, movement of continents and 
changing habitat. God is aware of all these 
factors and allows chance to play a part.

However, I think that the really beautiful 
animals such as the peacock, the hum-
ming birds and the birds of paradise were 
designed by God as a reflection of his own 
beauty.

Conflict 

When Darwin published his theory, some 
non-believers jumped on this idea as a 
proof there is no need for God. This confuses 
science and theology. Science deals with 
natural causes while theology takes a much 
broader view and asks how God does things.

On the other hand some fundamentalist 
Christians denied the theory altogether 
because it did not seem to fit in with the 
creation stories of Genesis which they took 
literally.

There has been a battle between these two 
groups ever since

 “When I worked at Westminster Abbey, one 
of the questions most frequently asked by 
visitors, especially Americans, was ‘Is it true 
Charles Darwin is buried here?’ On one oc-
casion, noting the route the visitor had just 
taken … I replied ‘Madam, I think you just 
stepped on him.’  ‘Good!’ came the emphatic 
reply.” (Tom Wright, Surprised by Scripture, 
SPCK, 2014, p 1)

There is no contradiction between Christian 
belief and evolution. Science and religion 
need to have a conversation, not a confron-
tation.

Science and religion are two different disci-
plines, though they sometimes overlap and 
influence each other.

Science teaches us how the universe came 
to be as it is.

Religion teaches us why the universe is as 
it is.

Religion encompasses science; it is a much 
broader view of the universe.

The why is more important than the how.

This has been a very simplified, and in many 
ways inadequate, account of the science of 
evolution. For more details see the internet.

For a fuller account of the religious aspect 
see the books quoted.

Feedback would be welcome.

fod@blessedsacrament.com.au

We thank Fr Frank as always for his thoughtful 
contributions to The Spirit - Given the time and 
work that Father Frank puts in to these articles 
is would be really fitting for him to receive 
some responses direct to him.  I know a lot of 
you tell ME how much you enjoy his articles, 
but it would be nice for him to get some feed-
back himself - SO get to it!!
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We crossed the Simpson Desert

Tina and Greg Toomey have just returned 
from an exciting adventure of crossing the 
Simpson Desert with 20 friends.

The Simpson Desert is a large area of dry, red 
sandy plain and dunes in Northern Territory, 
South Australia and Queensland in central 
Australia.  It is the fourth largest Australian 
desert, with an area of 176,500 km2 (68,100 
sq. mi) and is the world’s largest sand dune 
desert.[4]

Three cars of us headed off from Melbourne 
and our first stop was in Echuca where we 
were joined by two more cars of new friends.

The final stop for the first day was Hay to 
meet up with the rest of the crew apart from 
one more couple that were traveling from 
Queensland to meet us at The Dig Tree.

So from Hay we travelled to White Cliffs 
then Tibooburra.  Onwards to Innamincka, 
Birdsville (a great Anzac day spent there).

So by then it was day 6 and off to the 
Simpson Desert we went!

We camped for two nights in the open and it 
was absolutely beautiful.

To experience the skies in the desert at 
night, with the kaleidoscope of stars is just 
something I cannot describe.  Breathtakingly 
beautiful will have to suffice.

From the Simpson Desert we arrived in 
Mount Dare at the most remote hotel in 
Australia.  We arrived in the dark through lots 
of dust and rocky roads, but made it safely 
to a most welcoming and wonderful couple 
Graeme and Sandy who were once locals in 
Melbourne and they decided to have a life 

change and move up there.  They absolutely 
love it and you can experience that in the 
food and hospitality that they shared with us.

From Mount dare we travelled to Cooper 
Pedy where Greg and I left the gang to head 
back home for family commitments (of 
which a wonderful grandson has arrived – 
Tom Harry Patterson).  The group continued 
-without us- heading from Cooper Pedy to 
Marree, Mungerannie, back to Innamincka 

and Tibooburra, Broken Hill, Mildura then 
home.

We had such a fantastic time; the abs got a 
great workout during the Dunes crossing 
(over 1200 of them!).

Many of our great experiences were:

Travelling through western NSW across 
the Darling River at Wilcannia and onto the 
western opal fields.  Overnight stay in an 
underground hotel in White Cliffs.

Travelling NE to Wanaaring then west to 
Tibooburra through outback NSW.

We travelled through national parks and into 
Queensland.  Visited the Burke and Wills Dig 
Tree and the grave of Burke.

Travelled via Cordillo Downs station and 
visited the ruins of the largest woolshed in 
Australia.

Anzac Day at Birdsville for dawn service and 
Anzac March, then tackled the Big Red sand 
dune.

Travelled across the Simpson Desert via 
Poeppels Corner (NT/SA/QLD borders).  
Travelled the French Line.

Continuing across the Simpson Desert (dune, 
after dune after dune).

Completing the crossing of the Simpson 
Desert and then onto Mt Dare Station, the 
most remote hotel in Australia.

Visiting Andado Station- home of the late 
Molly Clark.

We swam at Dalhousie Springs (artesian hot 
springs).

Travelled the Oodnadatta track via Hamilton 
Station to Oodnadatta then through the 
Painted Desert and the moon plains to 
Coober Pedy and stayed in the underground 
hotel.

We would have to say that meeting some 
great new friends and extending on old 
wonderful friendships was such a highlight 
for us and made this trip so much fun and 
interesting.  

At no point did we feel that we were out 
of our depth due to the knowledge of our 
leader Greg Kennedy and many of the 
support crew on our team.

We count our blessings and thank God for 
the wonderful opportunities we’ve had in our 
lives. Tina & Greg Toomey.
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PARISH AGM, HOLY SPIRIT, RINGWOOD NORTH

PARISH PRIEST’S REPORT 
(From Jan-Dec 2016)

This is the seventh year of my life with this 
parish community of Holy Spirit.  Over the 
last 45 years the important role played by 
our Parish and School communities has 
helped a wide range of people.  We stand as 
a source of spiritual motivation, welfare and 
support in a variety of forms across the local 
community. It is our aim to continue to pro-
vide strong support in areas of need.   But 
we cannot continue to do this without the 
generosity of people such as you. There is 
much we can thank God for in the unfolding 
life of our parish community, even though 
we struggle in many ways. 

We have already seen detailed reports 
from different groups serving in our parish. 
Uniquely our parish family is about wor-
ship and mission. A worthy celebration of 
Eucharist in weekend and weekday is our 
highest priority. The liturgy is the best teach-
er of what it means to be Catholic. We are 
really blessed with a great extent of parish 
involvement in the liturgy and the other 
ministries which are pastoral in nature. The 
Liturgical preparations which include wel-
coming, reading, singing, special ministries, 
altar serving and other activities that serve 
the liturgy indirectly - setting up the church, 
role of sacristans etc. - enable the liturgy to 
be celebrated with reverence and as a truly 
communal event and so our thanks to all 
who contribute. 

We see the parish developing because of 
the great dedication and sacrifices by many 
members of the community and the parish 
staff. It is always amazing to see the signifi-
cant number of people involved in different 
ministries in the parish.  

Over the past year, 81 children were bap-
tised in our church, with parents attending 
the monthly baptism preparation session. 
We also received two adults into full com-
munion with the church at Easter after suc-

cessfully completing various stages of for-
mation through RCIA.  During the year, we 
celebrated one catholic wedding, though 
it was not in the church.  In May 2016, 75 
young people received the sacrament of 
Confirmation after completing their training 
in School or in High Spirit and 71 children 
received the sacrament of the Eucharist for 
the first time.   For all Sacraments, families 
attended information nights and workshops 
to deepen, firstly, their own faith and to 
prepare their children for the important mo-
ments of their faith journey. Many thanks to 
Ana Saro, the Parish RE leader and Marianne, 
the school RE Coordinator for their leader-
ship roles. 

During the year 2016, 21 funerals were cel-
ebrated. We try our best to ensure that the 
last rites and funeral celebrations are carried 
out with dignity and love. We receive many 
comments of appreciation for the deeply 
Catholic spirit which underpins even the 
simplest of our funerals services.  

The ever growing parish education minis-
try at Holy Spirit catholic school provides 
a beautiful ambience for academic and 
religious formation for hundreds of students 
every year. Peter Camilleri, after 16 years of 
selfless service retired in March 2016 and 
Sue Johnston was appointed as the Acting 
Principal until the end of the year. Holy Spirit 
Parish is ever grateful for their compassion-
ate leadership and generous collaboration. 
After the normal process of recruitment, 
Duncan Arendse was appointed as the new 
principal from the first term of 2017. We 
wish him all the best. 

I would like to express my sincere and 
special gratitude to the parish staff. It has 
been a joy and privilege working with these 
committed and faithful people.  I want to 
appreciate and acknowledge initiatives tak-
en by Mary Ryan to make the great Jubilee 
Year of Mercy tangible and meaningful. 
Thank you Stan Fisher, the PPC chairperson 

and all PPC members, Silvio, FC chairperson 
and all Finance Committee members, the 
Liturgy Committee, members of all other 
groups and so many parishioners who serve 
their parish in such a diverse range of min-
istries.  These ministries are well structured 
and they have offered their services with 
reliability and dedication and as a result 
efficiently and effectively.  

There is always need for more, and obvious-
ly there will always be room for improve-
ment.  The Mass count of the year and even 
just an observation alone at Mass gives the 
impression that numbers are dropping. 
There could be many reasons for the de-
cline.  This is off-course a cause of some con-
cern.  We encourage everyone to be part of 
our Eucharistic Celebration to foster a true 
Catholic faith and a deep sense of belong-
ing to a faith community. Our new project, 
Renovation @ Holy Spirit led by Mary Ryan 
is a great opportunity for the parish renewal 
and the New Evangelisation.  This is our time 
to be involved, this is our time to make a 
difference!  

Finally, I want to thank you all personally 
for your ongoing love, support and prayers 
even much more than I deserve.  I want to 
thank you for your financial contribution to 
the presbytery. Indeed this is an important 
source of income to meet the cost of daily 
living for the parish priest and some running 
costs of the presbytery.  It is also a source of 
income for the Indian Epiphany Province of 
the Pallottines in the formation and mainte-
nance of Priests. I am grateful to the parish 
community of Park Orchards for providing 
me with safe and apt accommodation.

Thank you once again for listening and for 
your support past and present. May our 
patron Holy Spirit, bless us all abundantly.

Fr. Shibu Joseph sac Parish Priest  
18.05.2017

DMG
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PARISH GROUP REPORTS

Presented at AGM  
18th May 2017

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL

The role of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
is to promote the Church’s mission to live 
and communicate the love and values of 
Christ in our world. The PPC shares in the 
responsibility for the ongoing life and devel-
opment of the faith community, working to-
gether with parishioners to provide support 
for their efforts to live as followers of Christ. 

We are blessed by the fact that we have so 
many groups in our parish community – as 
evidenced in this annual report – that are 
involved in, and do tremendous work in 
the ongoing life and development of our 
community. The PPC is most appreciative of 
the efforts of the few, but tireless volunteers 
who have produced great outcomes in the 
past twelve months across all the portfolios 
of: 

Community and Hospitality – events 
that provide opportunity for fellowship.

Liturgy and Celebration – relates to 
all things liturgical including the special 
occasions of Holy Week, Easter, Christmas, 
Pentecost, and the Sacraments. 

Faith and Witness – involves the pro-
vision of opportunities and programs to 
support faith formation and growth. 

Service and Outreach – incorporates 
those activities specifically aimed and de-
signed to provide a service within or beyond 
the parish for the individual or common 
good. 

We commend the reports of each group to 
you. 

Pope Francis declared 2016 as the Year of 
Mercy. Rightly so, this was the major focus at 
Holy Spirit for 2016. Through the excellent 
work of Mary Ryan and her team, the parish 
was exposed to many Year of Mercy activi-
ties.  Hopefully, we are now more aware of 
God’s merciful love. Thank you, Mary.

This year, 2017 is the 100th anniversary of 
the apparition of Our Lady at Fatima. The 
PPC is yet to address how we will mark this 
occasion. 

The major focus of the PPC so far this year 
has been to explore the ideas put forward 

by Fr James Mallon in his book ‘Divine Ren-
ovation –from Maintenance to a Missional 
Parish’. This is being done in partnership 
with more than 70 parishioners who are 
reading the book. Thank you parishioners 
for your interest and involvement.

The direction that the parish will take is yet 
to be decided, and will not be known until 
after this AGM.  

The PPC is also exploring ways that we 
might be able to help refugees who have 
settled in the Eastern region of Melbourne.

Dominic North-Coombes,-  Parish Pastoral 
Council

COMMUNITY AND HOSPITALITY
LITTLE SPIRITS PLAYGROUP

Little Spirits Playgroup has been very busy 
last year and so far this year. 

Last year we had 13 children joined Play-
group with 3 children leaving us due to 
kinder timetable. We ended the year on a 
high booking our Christmas party at Base 
Camp Playcentre where the children did a 
baking class making reindeer cookies and 
created many memories with their old and 
new friends. The mum’s also celebrated the 
year by getting together at the Cellar door.

This year, we have 16 children joining Little 
Spirits Playgroup ages from a year old to 5 
years old. It has been a very busy year so far 
making lots of arts and crafts, celebrating 
lots of birthdays and enjoying a day out at 
the park  to celebrate Easter. It was a fun day 
and all the children were treated to an Easter 
egg hunt and a picnic. 

This week, we will be celebrating Mother’s 
Day and the children will be treating the 
mum’s with a Morning tea and a manicure 
and a beaded keyring which the children 
happily made for their mums. 

We will have 8 children leaving Playgroup 
by the end of the year as they head to Prep 
next year, including Tanya and myself. (Yes, 
both Sienna and Paige who seems to have 
been forever at playgroup will start their 
big girl adventures at school next year 😊)
We have started the recruiting process to 
keep this wonderful tradition at our Parish 
community going. We will let the Parish 
know who will take over closer to the end of 
the year.

Sharon Wolff  - Little Spirits Playgroup 
Co-ordinator

HOLY SPIRIT FETE

The Holy Spirit Fete committee this year is 
continuing to focus on refining our process-

es and procedures to ensure that we can 
continue to provide the Ringwood North 
community with the very best fete in the 
area.  

We are looking to improve our communica-
tion processes with the wider community, 
parish and school , through more exten-
sive use of social media such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Class Dojo(App).  We will also be 
communicating with people face to face the 
old fashioned way as well.  We believe that 
we need to be able to broadcast events such 
as free dress days, working bees and call to 
arms easily and get people involved.

This year we are planning on having a 
competition to get young people to design 
a new Fete logo, which will be used on 
Billboards, Brochures, Advertising Material 
and social media campaigns.  We are in the 
process of finalising the logistics of this 
and we will run this competition through 
Schools in the area.  Including Holy Sprit, 
St Anne’s, Whitefriars, Sion, Aquinas and pos-
sibly.  The winner of the competition will be 
given 3 wristbands and food voucher, value 
to be determined.  The competition will be 
open to children from 8-15 years.  The theo-
ry about this is to get the whole community 
engaged.

We have reviewed stalls and are in the last 
stage of finalising the mix and layout.  Raffle 
has been finalised, tickets and distribution 
is being organised.  One major change to 
sponsorship and promotion is that we will 
have real estate boards up 4 weeks prior to 
the fete in order to gain maximum attention 
and give our wonderful sponsors more ex-
posure.  This was as a result of review of last 
year when seeking feedback from sponsors.

We are on getting back up to speed with the 
fete and we are keen to ensure that it will 
be as successful as in previous years.  We are 
always keen for people to help out.

Mark Johnstone - Fete - President

PARISH DINNERS – No report received.

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB

We have had some great results on the court 
over the past year, with a number of teams 
playing in finals and winning grandfinals 
over the past 12 months.

HSNC is the largest club competing at MENA 
with 20 teams being entered from under 9 
through to open age groups. 

We have been very fortunate to pick up 2 
new committee members for the 2017 year. 
A sincere thankyou to the committee for all 
of their hard work: Sandra Schipano (Vice 
President); Kerryn Crombie (Secretary); Sue 
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 Neal (Treasurer); Belinda Semos (Coaches 
Coordinator); Jade Eastwood (Minutes Secre-
tary); Amelia Mills (Registrar); Louise Downes 
(Publicity); Maddi McQuiggan (Umpires 
Coordinator); Cath Stone (Property Officer); 
Amanda Conway (Uniform), Claire McCartin 
(General Committee). We acknowledge the 
resignation of Kylie Papadopolous and thank 
her for her hard work over the years.

Although our netball focus is at club level, 
we congratulate a number of girls who 
represent MENA and Ariels in their represen-
tative programs.

Thanks to Jess Hooper and Amanda Bullock 
(with the assistance of Kerryn Crombie, 
Sandra Schipano  and Cath Stone) for 
framing the teams for our winter and spring 
competitions. This is a difficult job, with a lot 
of time and effort put into ensuring the best 
results possible.

Thanks to the coaches who volunteer their 
time to ensure teams “get on the court”. 
It is worth noting that the majority of our 
coaches don’t have a daughter playing in the 
team they coach.

Our training venue HE Parker, Heathmont is 
proving to be a perfect fit for our club. The 
club training at the 1 location on a Friday 
night provides a perfect backdrop for en-
couraging club morale and communication. 

Our annual Netta program is underway 
again, with Cath Stone coordinating this.  We 
aim to get one if not two new teams. This is 
an ideal way to ensure our club continues to 
thrive. 

Next year is an exciting time for MENA with 
a new stadium being built with indoor and 
outdoor courts. Work is scheduled to start in 
November and finish late 2018. Contingen-
cy plans are currently underway to ensure 
limited disruption to the competition.

We are clearly dependent on all the volun-
teers for the development of the club and 
the enjoyment our daughters derive from 
the wonderful game of netball.

Karen Woods, President

PARK ORCHARDS/NORTH RINGWOOD 
PARISH

JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB - No report 
received.

SPIRIT MAGIC BASKETBALL CLUB

The following outlines a brief description 
of the Spirit Magic basketball Clubs’ year in 
review.

The recently commenced Winter season 
sees our membership numbers at just over 
400 players – the first time the 400 mark has 

been broken for a Winter season in recent 
history – this continuing an upward trend in 
playing numbers.

The securing, during the year, of the Aquinas 
College gym as a training venue on a second 
evening (Wednesday) has helped us deal 
with the increasing training venue require-
ments associated with our membership 
growth. This Wednesday acquisition also 
allows for future projected playing number 
increases.

The last year saw more coaching develop-
ment activity with a clinic run fully by Magic 
committee members late last year – this 
on the back of a number of externally run 
coaching clinics from Basketball Victoria the 
year before. At the time of writing, plans for 
initiating a program of Ringwood Hawks 
senior player visits to Magic training sessions 
is being ‘hatched’ – this a further initiative in 
the development of our players & coaches.

Other events during the last 12 months 
worthy of mention include a Bunning’s BBQ 
where although only a relatively modest 
amount of money was raised, the sense of 
community engendered by the event made 
it a worthwhile initiative. Additionally in 
what is starting to become a routine event – 
Spirit Magic was once again involved in the 
Vinnie’s Christmas hamper appeal –  raising 
$700 to fund hampers for needy families in 
the area. 

The year(s) ahead presents challenges spe-
cifically in the area of attracting new com-
mittee members, particularly those parents 
with players in the younger age groups, with 
a view to them transitioning into key roles 
to ‘take the club forward’ – this in light of 
the length of service of some of the current 
committee.

Leon McKenna  - President – Spirit Magic 
Basketball Club

LITURGY AND CELEBRATION

LITURGY TEAM

The Holy Spirit Liturgy Team is a small and 
dedicated group. Several members are also 
choir members. Whilst these roles go hand 
in hand, it does also create some “conflicts of 
interest” for major occasions, as those mem-
bers are not available to assist during the 
Masses. However, we do manage to recruit 
helpers, often with a tap on the shoulder 
before Mass begins, to get us through the 
liturgy.

As a team, we meet to discuss, prepare and 
co-ordinate special Masses, (including intro-
ductions, Prayers of the Faithful, reflections, 
etc), Forgiveness Rites, gifts for Mothers’ & 

Fathers’ Day Masses. We prepare the church 
for various occasions - changing the altar 
linen for the appropriate liturgical season, 
putting up relevant banners, decorating 
the church and preparing the foyer with 
artwork, messages etc. Many Saturday morn-
ings there will be a bevy of activity going 
on, attending to the small details, which can 
make a liturgical celebration so much more 
meaningful, 

i.e. altar cloths & banners being ironed, or 
creating a ‘focus’ near the sanctuary which 
reinforces the theme of the Mass. 

The response to our Holy Week/ Easter 
ceremonies has been overwhelmingly 
positive, with many messages and letters 
of thanks for the effort put into preparing 
these liturgies. This is a huge effort from the 
team and the many parishioners we “recruit” 
to assist, and to those people we say “Thank 
you, we couldn’t manage it with out you”. 
Special thanks need to go to Marita North-
Coombes, Karen McQuade, Kerry Haddow, 
Lawry Cecconello, Fiona Massarotti, Marian 
McClelleand and Shirley Graham, who, along 
with the other Liturgy team members, co-or-
dinated the various Easter celebrations. Also 
a huge thanks to the choir – many hours of 
rehearsal go into the Easter Triduum and 
it just wouldn’t be the same without their 
contribution.

I would particularly like to highlight the 
work Karen McQuade puts into preparing 
the artwork, foyer, banners etc. that enhance 
our liturgical environment so much. Her 
dedication and talent is often left unac-
knowledged, and we need to recognise 
her contribution to our liturgies – we are 
extremely fortunate to have such a talented 
and generous member on our committee.

We are always looking for new ideas and 
several members of the team have attended 
workshops run be the Archdiocese spe-
cifically to glean new ideas and resources, 
which we can use in our Parish celebrations. 
In February, we were able to attend a Lent/
Easter workshop, at which many great 
ideas were presented. The opportunity to 
talk to other liturgists and share ideas was 
enormously beneficial. Fortunately, we have 
many creative and resourceful members in 
the team, and any new ideas presented are 
always greeted with enthusiasm.

As always, we are constantly looking for new 
members to join the Liturgy Team. This year 
will see some ‘retirements’, and new mem-
bers will need to be recruited as a matter 
of urgency. If anyone would like to become 
involved, please contact the parish House 
for more details - Jenny Philp - Holy Spirit 
Liturgy Team 
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CHOIR

Over the last year Choir numbers have re-
mained stable around 12 to 14. We’ve lost a 
few (mainly to illness) and gained a few. We 
have sung most months at Mass throughout 
the year as well as the big Church Feasts of 
Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. 

At Christmas and Easter our musical sound 
and volume is enhanced greatly with Peter 
Philp’s sound system. We appreciate the time 
Peter puts in to getting things right.

We again sang at the Parish Family Carol 
night in December. This year we also sang 
Christmas carols at Eastland two weeks 
before Christmas.

The Choir has become  a tight knit group 
where everyone not only sings better but 
also ministers to each other. One example of 
that was when Marilyn had to undergo two 
operations on her right wrist and was unable 
to play the organ for six months. Maree took 
on more of the accompaniment role of the 
choir and Sister Marian stepped in to accom-
pany the choir as well.

We enjoy introducing new music to the choir 
and congregation and are always looking for 
new repertoire. 

There have been a lot of changes to the litur-
gical music over the last couple of years and 
the congregation seems to have adapted 
well.

Conclusion: We are a very happy group sing-
ing well together to enhance the liturgies 
and always welcoming new Choir members.  
Maree Buttler and Marilyn Grant - Choir 
Leaders

ROSARY GROUP/PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held 
on Wednesday nights from 7.00 pm to 8.00 
pm with rosary prayed from 7.30 pm till 8.00 
pm.  We are now in our 26th year and have 
a core group of 14 or so but seldom have 
more than 10 people on any given night.  
During Lent, The Stations of the Cross are 
included.  This usually attracts a few extra 
people.

Rosary/Divine Mercy of Chaplet is recited at 
9.30 am on Friday mornings.

 First Saturday Devotion - This has been 
going since 1995 with a core group of 12-13 
people.  Our Lady asked for 5 First Satur-
days when she appeared to the 3 children 
at Fatima, Portugal in 1917.  The format is 
similar to Wednesday nights, with Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament immediately after 
Saturday 9.30am mass, plus the rosary and 
Fatima prayers.

 Marian Movement of Prayers for Priests - 
On Saturday mornings at 10 am we come 
together to pray for Priests.  There are 
usually about 12-14 and includes people 
who come each week from Our Lady’s Parish 
in Ringwood.  Our Priests are precious and 
we need to always keep them in our prayers.  
We also pray for vocations to the Priesthood 
and for all of the young men in the Seminar-
ies.  This is important as we all know that our 
Communities are in great need of Priests.  - 
Carmel Hill and Lyn Thwaites

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

As a Meditation Group, we meet in the 
Holy Spirit Chapel every Tuesday morning 
from 9.15-10.00 am, but not during school 
holidays.  On average our attendance rate 
is usually 5 people.  Our aim as a group is to 
practice the ancient art of Christian medita-
tion.  Meditation involves stilling the mind, 
whereby we then get in tune with ourselves, 
nature and most importantly, God. - Len 
Moore - Facilitator

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Children’s Liturgy has continued to run well 
with fantastic support from our leadership 
team. We currently have 22 Children’s Liturgy 
leaders; the majority are parents from our 
school, but we also have some secondary 
school and university students and some 
parishioners. Leaders are generally rostered 
on twice per term.

Our attendance numbers have varied, some 
weeks over the two masses we have close 
to 30 children and other weekends we are 
down to single figures. As seems to be the 
case in winter, our numbers are higher at 
Saturday night Mass as Sunday winter sport 
clashes with 10.30 Sunday Mass.

Speaking with the children who regularly 
attend, they have said that they enjoy being 
part of Children’s Liturgy and they like 
hearing the children’s gospel and learning 
from the leaders. They also like helping 
with special jobs, in particularly being part 
of the offertory. They also like the activity 
sheets, particularly the find-a-words and the 
puzzles!  We will continue to use the ‘Look’ 
resource for the children’s activity sheets as 
they are clear and easy to read and the kids 
love the variety of puzzles each week.

We have recently been moved from the 
Community House rooms to the Parish 
House, whilst this is adequate for the short 
term it really does create some concerns 
about safety, with leaders and children 
needing to walk in the dark (on Saturday 
nights) both up and back to the Parish 
House and more than likely in inclement 
weather.  We understand that this is just for 

a short time, so we look forward to moving 
back to the Community Rooms.  I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Fr Joe for 
his ongoing support and for always being so 
patient with the children. Thank you also to 
all of our wonderful leaders who give their 
time and energy each week, we appreciate 
all that you do to help the children of our 
parish grow in faith. Thank you. - Michelle 
Sherriff - Co-ordinator

SUNDAY HOME COMMUNION  
MINISTRY

We have a dedicated group of volunteers 
who go out in pairs, one pair each Sunday, 
to take Communion to Nursing Homes and 
private homes of those unable to come to 
Mass due to age or ill health.

We currently visit 3 nursing/group homes 
and two private residences.  We have 7 pairs 
of volunteers (up from 6 last year) and 2 
emergencies.  We gained 1 extra volunteer 
this year, Angela Orwin.. Many thanks to 
our group of volunteers and may God bless 
them all.

Helen Scorgie - Coordinator

MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION

“Be still, and know that I am God”  - Psalm 
46:10  The evening meditation group was 
formed in early 2013 to provide an oppor-
tunity to spend time in stillness and silence 
in the evening.  The friendly group meets 
fortnightly in the Holy Spirit Chapel (Monday 
Evenings 8pm).  The attendees vary, but 
typically 4 to 8 people attend each gather-
ing.  We are ably lead by Clare Gill, who has 
trained in guiding meditation.  Whilst Clare is 
not a Holy Spirit parishioner she volunteers 
in her role with us.  We are very grateful to 
her for her leadership and for the prepara-
tion she does for our sessions. We would 
love to welcome anyone with an interest 
in learning to meditate or in continuing 
their meditation practice to join our group.  
Should you wish to learn more, please email 
Yvette Collins at hsinfo@fastmail.com.au or 
call 040 787 3432. - Yvette Collins - Co-ordi-
nator

FAITH AND SPIRITUALITY
HIGH SPIRITS

2017 is proving to be another very busy 
year at the parish house with the High 
Spirits class. We currently have enrolled 32 
students with a waiting list of another 11 
children. When accepting new families into 
the program we ensure that the family lives 
within the Parish boundaries and is prepared 
to become part of the parish community 
as well as attending classes. To address 
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this issue I am in the initial stages of rolling 
out the ‘Buddy Program’- a program that 
attempts to link parish families with High 
Spirit Families. The concept has been shared 
at the 1030 and 6pm masses with 10 families 
signing up so far!!

The High Spirit children are currently con-
centrating on the importance of daily prayer 
in their lives; a brief respite from prepara-
tion for the various sacraments undertaken 
throughout the year. In term 1 ten students 
received the sacrament of reconciliation, 
and last weekend seven students received 
the sacrament of confirmation. In term 3 we 
have 15 children looking to receive the joy of 
First Eucharist.

This program could not run except for the 
fantastic help received from my 3 volunteers 
– Jocelyn D’Souza, Lyn Thwaites and Mau-
reen Chamberlin – without the phenomenal 
knowledge, humor and caring shown by 
these ladies each week, the program would 
lose its vitality. Thank you ladies for all that 
you are, week in and week out!! 

Ana Saro - Co-ordinator

BAPTISM PREPARATION GROUP

The baptism preparation group has 
continued to facilitate the preparation of 
parents for the baptism of their infants and 
pre-school children throughout the year.  
Meetings occur monthly and are lead by 
two or three of our group of eight dedicated 
parish women.  Typically between 5 and 8 
families bring their children for baptism each 
month. The program has not been reviewed 
or significantly changed for over ten years.  
A review to ensure the program meets the 
needs and expectations of new families is 
warranted.  We would welcome assistance to 
do this, should anyone have an interest.  We 
are planning to do this over the next twelve 
months. Yvette Collins, Co-ordinator

RCIA 

Holy Spirit Parish RCIA is a program that is 
run for adults seeking to learn more about 
the Catholic faith.  Our team consists of 
Gloria Thomas, Lawrence Cecconello and 
myself and Fr Joe as our support member.  
This year’s journey has been most enjoy-
able. Two young mothers with school-aged 
children joined the program to learn more 
about what their children are being taught 
through their journey of faith. We meet at 
one of their homes each Tuesday evening 
for 1 1/2hours and discuss all aspects of our 
Catholic traditions and faith.

The program began in late October 2016. 
We were delighted when they decided they 
would like to become Catholic.

This journey was highlighted by the Rite of 
Election at St Patrick’s Cathedral in March ‘17 
and especially at the Easter Vigil where both 
Candidates were received into the Church 
through the Sacraments of Eucharist and 
Confirmation. 

The program continues for a few more 
months as we work our way to the end 
it.  We give thanks for the dedicated and 
generosity of our RCIA Team for the time 
they devote to this program. - Tina Toomey, 
Pastoral Worker.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
EVERGREENS

The “Evergreens” have continued over 
the past 12 months, offering support and 
friendship, by way of monthly meetings 
with Mass, morning tea, guest speakers and 
social outings etc. – we welcome guests to 
join us on our outings as bus hire costs have 
increased.

We attended the Healthy Ageing meetings 
at Realm.

Eight members accepted an invitation to a 
luncheon at Aquinas College, the students 
being our hosts, providing an opportunity 
for interaction.

Lisa Bullock is now organising our music, 
with thanks to Loretta Ferguson for many 
years of service in that role.

A number of our Support Team are founda-
tion members, with 36 year service, so we 
will welcome any younger people to our 
Group.

We acknowledge with thanks the School’s 
help in providing extra parking space on our 
meeting day. - Jean Smith

SPIRIT MAGAZINE

The Spirit magazine continues to be well re-
ceived, with many positive comments made 
about each edition, however there are issues 
and challenges to be reviewed as always.  
Currently we print 700 black & white copies 
and the file is then uploaded to the parish 
website in colour.  This does mean the quali-
ty of the photos in the print copy do suffer in 
clarity in order to present the best possible 
colour photo’s online.  This was discussed 
at the time of going to colour online and I 
believe it remains the correct choice.

CONTENT - We attempt to present an 
overview of general parish community life 
whilst also offering a broad range of articles 
to meet the aims of our charter “To inform, 
and to support Community Awareness and 
communication”.   We continue to attract a 

range of offerings from our community, the 
majority of which are printed, and continue 
to try to increase the number of submis-
sions. Generally speaking the criteria on 
which articles are judged to be suitable is 
based on whether the topic is one, which 
could be divisive within our relatively small 
readership and community. 

We have a new printer, Minuteman Press 
Mitcham, now owned by a parishioner.  With 
one issue printed it is working well. We have 
a reduction in the cost of preparation, whilst 
the actual printing costs remain similar.  
Advertising revenue is a challenge, with the 
loss of 2 clients due to the sale of a business, 
and a retirement. We would really like some 
assistance with advertising sales if anyone 
can help.  Currently our advertising revenue 
only covers the cost of approximately1.5 
issues. 

Aware of costs and changing demographics 
within the community we continue to ask 
ourselves the question of relevance within 
a digital world – IE Facebook etc. However, 
at this time the general consensus from 
the community indicates a very strong 
desire to keep the Spirit magazine going. I 
am currently looking at is the possibility of 
syndicating the pages of general articles 
for use in a couple of parishes who receive 
copies and comment on the quality of the 
Spirit, indicating a desire to have something 
similar for their communities. Big thinking 
but  - ? Thank you for your support.  Helen 
Konynenburg, Editor

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

The year under review has not seen any 
lessening of calls for assistance from our cli-
ents, who number approx..90.  The problems 
which affect the less well off (more so than 
the more affluent) range from high rents, 
increasing utility costs, school fees (which 
incorporates uniforms, books and camps), 
medical, transport, food and clothing.  Our 
members respond as best they can but there 
are limitations due to financial restraints – 
we are fortunate that we are able to call on 
our Regional Council (which is partly funded 
from The Ringwood Centre) to help funding.

Our Christmas Hamper and Toy Appeal was 
a wonderful effort from our Parishioners, 
who provided well in excess of 80 beautifully 
prepared hampers and also donated toys so 
that we were able to provide 3 toys for each 
child.

Our Assist A Student appeal resulted in us 
being able to fund $70 each for 25 primary 
students in India and Bangladesh – this was 
mainly due to the efforts of our Holy Spirit 
School students.
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Home Loans
Commercial Loans
Business Loans
Reverse Mortgages
Personal Loans
Car and Truck Loans
Debt Consolidation Loans
Loans for Self Employed

0409 555 333 - 1300 FOX 804
james@redfoxfin.com.au   www.redfoxfin.com.au

Red Fox Finance Pty Ltd ABN 75 092 727 725 
Regulated by ASIC under Australian Credit Licence Number 461831
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK:

Call: 03 9899 5366 
Email:  Catherine@rheomtravel.com.au 

Edwina@rheomtravel.com.au

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
a  16 day tour with Fr Joe Shibu of Holy Spirit 

Parish & Edwina Malia from Rheom Travel
a  Full Israeli breakfast daily and  

12 three-course dinners with wine

JOURNEY 
THROUGH THE 
HOLY LAND
and Jordan

*Terms and conditions apply. Pricing subject to  change. See in store for details.

16 DAYS  |  DEPARTS 10 SEPT 2017

PRICED FROM 

$5,114*PER PERSON 
TWIN SHARE

TEL AVIV - DEAD SEA

Journey Through the 
Holy Land……….
If you thought about maybe taking 
this trip and dismissed the idea for 
various reasons – here is your last 
chance to change your mind.  To 
travel these ancient lands, the stories 
of our faith journey – To walk in the 
land Christ and his disciples walked 
2000 years ago, is an opportunity 
that may never come again.

I had many reservations to begin 
with, but all the other considerations 
just fell away when I thought about 
the antiquity of it all, and I suspect 
it will be a journey of substantial 
personal growth  - 

So if you or you have friends who 
have been thinking about it  - NOW, 
it is possible!

We will be travelling as a relatively 
small group with Globus Tours who 
are one of the worlds best Touring 
Companies, accommodation is 
excellent, and we are not moving 
hotels everyday!
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We also support 4 overseas conferences in 
India and The Philippines in our Twinning 
Program – this involves Christmas and Easter 
Grants.

Apart from our home visits, which average 
10 per week, we continue our fruit and veg-
etable weekly runs plus our weekly bread 
runs.

Our Conference members are well occupied 
and our thanks are extended to our Parishio-
ners whose ongoing support enables us to 
carry on our work. - Ron Smith President

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT MINISTRY

The activities of the Ministry over the past 12 
months have been very similar to previous 
years.  Throughout the year, in liaison with 
Tina, we establish a list of those parishioners 
who have recently experienced bereave-
ment.  This information is used to estab-
lish three instances of contact with these 
parishioners.

The Ministry continues the practice of 
sending letters of support to the bereaved 
several months after the death of a close 
loved one.  A second contact is made at the 
time of the First Anniversary of death when a 
card is sent to the bereaved parishioner.

Contact with these recently bereaved parish-
ioners is made in the form of a personal invi-
tation to our annual Mass of Remembrance 
in November.  We also include a notice of 
the Mass in The Word in case someone has 
missed out on the letter.  This Mass is held at 
a time when most people are caught up with 
the busyness of pre-Christmas activities.  
This special Mass provides an opportunity 
for the bereaved to be supported by mem-
bers of the Grief and Loss Support Ministry 
as we acknowledge that this will be their first 
Christmas without their loved one. - Robin 
Walsh Coordinator

PASTORAL CARE

Luke 6:38

“Give, and you will receive.

You will be given much.

Pressed down, shaken together, and running 
over, it will spill into your lap.

The way you give to others is the way God 
will give to you.”

What a beautiful reading and how it inspires 
us to forget our own needs and to put others 
first.

Another busy year in the Pastoral Care Minis-
try has given me the chance to spend quality 
time with parishioners in the good times 
and tough times of their lives.  We have lost 

many of our parishioners this past year and 
we keep praying for them and to them.

Much time was spent helping the bereaved 
with their personal and spiritual needs pre-
paring the farewell mass or prayer service for 
their loved ones.

Home visits to new parishioners is an en-
joyable part of my role at Holy Spirit which 
really helps those who have just arrived into 
the community looking for links and familiar 
faces so that they can feel connected when 
they attend Sunday worship.

Weekly and monthly home & nursing home 
communion visits and monthly Mass at 
Cherry Tree Village is also a great outreach 
ministry that keeps me busy.  

Day to day activity in the parish house is 
also a wonderful opportunity for the parish 
house team to involve ourselves in the lives 
of so many of our parishioners and get to 
know their personal stories as we all help 
each other through our experiences and 
faith journeys. Please know that you are al-
ways welcome to pop into the parish house 
for a cuppa, chat or just to say hello.

If there is ever something in your life that 
you may like support in, a confidential and 
compassionate friend is there for you.

If you would like a home visit from either Fr. 
Joe or myself please call the office and speak 
to us personally or leave us a message.

At Holy Spirit Parish we are truly blest having 
a compassionate, active and loving Parish 
Priest, Fr. Shibu Joseph who is always there 
to care for his flock whenever and wherever 
needed.  Let us all keep him in our prayers as 
he ministers to us all, along with all the other 
roles he must play in his everyday life.  Life 
is not easy for a Priest in a parish and school 
community and he has two Primary schools 
and three parishes to oversee.

Peace and blessings to all and thank you 
for entrusting me with the Role of Pastoral 
Worker at Holy Spirit Parish, Nth. Ringwood. 
- Tina Toomey Pastoral Worker

OTHER REPORTS

Year of Mercy and Divine Renovation

Pope Francis declared Dec 2015 to late 
November 2016 to be a year of significance 
for the universal church. A special commit-
tee in the parish was formed and a number 
of initiatives undertaken with the overall 
aim being to inform, educate and engage 
parishioners, school families and the local 
community in the Year of Mercy.

These initiatives included:

•A Year of Mercy Banner for display in the 
Church

•A take home activity for school families, 
related to the Year of Mercy once a term 
during the year.

•The construction of a new door frame with-
in the internal double doors at the church 
entrance, to make a proper ‘Mercy Doorway” 
for the year. This continues to highlight the 
importance of the Extraordinary Jubilee Year 
and also provide ‘instruction’ to all those 
who pass through it, due to the plaques 
naming the Corporal & Spiritual Works of 
Mercy, down either side of the new frame.

•A purchase of a customized ‘Welcome to 
Holy Spirit Parish’ door mat for the entrance.

•Focus on the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
as recommended by Pope Francis. Extensive 
promotion of the Lenten Forgiveness Service 
at St Anne’s, and the creation of a ‘How to 
receive the Sacrament Booklet” for use at the 
service and for information via the parish/
school websites.

•A billboard for Oban Rd designed to pro-
mote the message of Year of Mercy using a 
picture of Pope Francis’ blessing a group of 
homeless people.

•A ‘Mercy Matters’ Mass held instead of the 
regular Winter Warmer’s Mass in June to tie 
in with the Feast of the Sacred Heart, tradi-
tional Poorman’s Mass and St Vinnies food 
drive. The mass coincided with the parish 
visit of Archbishop Denis Hart who presided 
at this very special celebration.

•A ‘Wall of Mercy’ created for the back of the 
Church. This project invited school/parish 
members to bring a photo of someone who 
has shown mercy to them in their life and 
been an inspiration explaining how/why in 
50 words or less. This was embraced by over 
100 participants and the individual plaques 
still adorn and honour many ordinary and 
dearly loved ‘models of mercy’. 

RENOVATION @ HOLY SPIRIT –IT’S DIVINE

On Wednesday the 16th November 2016, 
a number of parishioners attended a very 
inspirational evening in the company of 
around 325 people from across the Mel-
bourne Archdiocese and beyond. The guest 
speaker for the event was Fr James Mal-
lon, Parish Priest of St Benedict’s, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. (a province of Canada) Highly 
acclaimed for his work with parish renew-
al and the New Evangelisation, Fr James 
shared practical ways to inject new life into 
parishes. Over several years, a process has 
emerged at St Benedict’s which has been 
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producing remarkable results. This strategy 
— the ‘Game Plan’ — is a dynamic disci-
pleship pathway which other parishes can 
develop. Fr James’ engaging and accessible 
style challenges us to rethink our models of 
parish life, in order to become more vibrant 
and dynamic communities of missionary 
disciples who proclaim and share the Good 
News with others. Priests and parishes 
around the world have been inspired by Fr 
James and his team to ‘renovate’ their par-
ishes to reflect more deeply who we are as 
Church. His book, ‘Divine Renovation: Bring-
ing your Parish from Maintenance to Mission’ 
is a compelling read and clearly outlines his 
experience and vision.

On 16th February 2017 a presentation on 
the above was given at the PPC meeting in 
order to share Fr Mallon’s vision and discuss 
the possible application for the future direc-
tion of Holy Spirit. Fr Joe, members of the 
PPC, Finance committee and others in key 
leadership roles were present. The propos-
al to move forward by promoting broad 
readership of the book amongst all parish-
ioners over the coming months was agreed 
by those in attendance. Hence the parish 
renewal project Renovation @ Holy Spirit-it’s 
Divine began.

Information was provided for parishioners at 
all masses over the weekend Sat 11th & Sun 
12th March. Progress reports and updates 
continue to be ongoing in the Word, the 
Spirit, School bulletin and on the Parish 
Website. The parish purchased a number 
of copies of Fr Mallon’s ‘Divine Renovation’ 
book which are currently in circulation. 
Book discussion groups are also currently 
in progress and providing a valuable and 
important forum to debrief with each other 
about Fr Mallon’s vision as it relates to Holy 
Spirit Parish.

Over 60 parishioners including Fr Joe, are 
now participating in this process of learn-
ing and rediscovering the main purpose 
of our Church in the world and how our 
parish culture can change and move from a 
maintenance to mission mindset.  It’s not too 
late to catch up or join in, as the momentum 
continues to build. We hope many more will 
come along on June 4th, Pentecost Sunday 
when we will all gather for a communal 
lunch and forum to discuss what happens 
next. 

We ask all parishioners to please pray for 
our community throughout this time of dis-
cernment about the future direction of the 
parish, as we seek to follow the guidance of 
our patron the Holy Spirit. - Mary Ryan - on 
behalf of both committees

Parish Website

Infrastructure changes

•During the weeks leading up to Easter 2017 
(01/04/2017 – 13/04/2017) the web site was 
upgraded to DNN 8 (from DNN 6 I think).  
CAM had problems with the upgrade and 
holyspirit.com.au was inaccessible between 
13/04/2017 and 18/04/2017 (it was still 
accessible via http://www.cam.org.au/holy-
spirit)

Changes

There have been no major changes to the 
parish web site in the past year.

From a content perspective, in the last 12 
months the following new pages have 
been added or changes made to the Parish 
Website:

• New Parish Groups Added

• Renovation @ HolySpirit, http://www.
holyspiritparish.org.au/Parish-Groups/Reno-
vation-Holy-Spirit

• Holy Spirit YouTube Channel videos added:

• 07/10/2017: Year of Mercy - How we have 
embraced the Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy, http://www.holyspiritparish.org.au/
Year-of-Mercy/Year-of-Mercy-Video, (thanks 
Mary R.)

• 23/12/2016: Alpha is coming in 2017 - part 
of the renovation of Holy Spirit, http://www.
cam.org.au/holyspirit/Divine-Renovation/
Alpha-Bear-Grylls-introduction

• Other Content

• New and Events section:

• Renovation 2017, www.holyspiritparish.org.
au/Divine-Renovation

• PPC Christmas Message 2016, www.holy-
spiritparish.org.au/News-Events/PPC-Christ-
mas-Message-2016 (Thanks Dominic N-C)

Usage – Summary

Key points are as follows:

1. In almost all cases the metrics for the site’s 
usage has are largely the same except the 
following which reduced markedly:

a. Page Views -23% 
b. Pages / Session -23% 
c. Average Length of a session – 34%

As the number of users and sessions is es-
sentially unchanged, it would seem that the 
web site is less engaging.

2. Peak web site usage for Christmas an 
Easter reduced by 10% and 20% respective-
ly.  Does this reflect the decline in Church 
attendance perhaps?

3.  YouTube video usage is up slightly.  I 
expect YouTube usage is largely dependent 
on the supply of on new content.  Christmas 
and Easter video (older clips) usage has de-
clined but new videos (Parish Stewardship, 
Year of Mercy and Alpha) have supported 
additional usage.

4. The Word is downloaded 10-20 times per 
week (I don’t have comparative figures for 
prior years)

Date Week Clicks

08-09/04/2017 Palm Sunday 58

15-16/04/2017 Easter Sunday 48 
(Note web site was largely offline for CAM 
maintenances)  
29-30/04/2017 3rd Sunday of Easter 23

5. Page View counts of the most popular 
pages (I’m suspicious about the doubling of 
these figures and wonder if this relates to 
the dual domains (Holyspirit and CAM (ring-
woodnorth) being monitored by Google 
Analytics.

Page 1/5/15 - 30/4/16  1/5/16 - 30/4/17

The-Word-Newsletter 798 1,820

Mass-Times/Weekly-Services 941 1,830

Our-Parish/Parish-Calendar 381 682

The-Spirit-Magazine 211 780

For more information refer to the parish web 
site: www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Our-Par-
ish/Parish-Group-Reports

Next Year

• Adding pages on the sacraments

• Extending the News & Events section

• Supporting Renovation @ Holy Spirit – It’s 
Devine!

Michael O’Leary

HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL

One of the major events of 2016 was the 
resignation of long serving principal, Peter 
Camilleri. After more than seventeen years 
Peter retired at the end of term one and Sue 
Johnston was appointed as principal for 
the remainder of the year. The school was 
well led and served by Sue and her team as 
things continued as intended. 

Curriculum development continued to be a 
major focus under Sue’s leadership. This cen-
tered around the exploration and implemen-
tation of the new Victorian Curriculum as 
well as forward planning for 2017. There was 
also a big emphasis on skilling staff in the 
‘School Wide Positive Behaviour’ program 
and it’s subsequent implementation into 
the school. This has been helpful as students 
now have a consistent approach to learning 
social skills as well as appropriate conse-
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quences of this.

Another major event over the course of the 
year was the Cabaret performance in sup-
port of Performing Arts at the school. Funds 
raised from this event went towards hire of 
equipment.

Child safety also was a focus throughout 
the community as staff and volunteers were 
trained in the new ‘Child Safe’ legislation. 
Amongst other things the staff and board 
developed a Child Safe policy as well as a 
‘Code of Conduct.’ Whilst our school was 
safe these added measures have further im-
proved aspects of student supervision. Staff 
also undertook further training in anaphy-
laxis management and first aid procedures. 
This has meant that nearly all staff have a 
level two first aid qualification which will 
continue to be the minimum standard for all. 

Duncan Arendse was subsequently appoint-
ed to lead the school in 2017 and Marianne 
Condon was also appointed as Religious 
Education Leader. The focus this year has 
so far been on improving the parish and 
school relationship as well as concentrating 
on social skill training for students. - Duncan 
Arendse Principal

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE

Holy Spirit OSHC has had a great 12 months 
with increasing numbers in both our after 
school and before school programs as well 
as the vacation program.

We have enjoyed some fantastic excursions 
and incursions including the movies, roller 
skating, Harry Potter potions and mad sci-
ence.  We have had a few staff changes over 
the year but currently have some wonderful 
casual staff and Nicole still doing a great job 
as 2IC.

Cassie, who has been with us for the past 2 
years has unfortunately resigned to take up 
a position closer to her new home. We would 
like to acknowledge the great job she has 
done in both the acting director and 2IC po-
sitions. She will be missed by all the children 
and their families.  We are currently starting 
works to renovate the old community house 
to be used for the OSHC program. This will 
be a great move for all the staff and children 
and we eagerly wait for the completion of 
this!  Kathryn Newman  Director

FINANCES

2016 saw the running of a successful 
Stewardship Renewal program.  In a finance 
sense 30 new pledges were received and 
pledges for financial support of pastoral 
services increased from $168,900 (actual) to 
$191,000 and for the support of father and 

his needs from $20,800 to $39,500 per an-
num.  Pledges to support rostered services 
and pastoral missions also increased slightly.  
Actual donations of $177,500 were received 
for the year, an increase of $7,300 which was 
a slow start for the new level of donations.   
By the 2016Q3 donations were achieving 
appropriate levels.  

We were all delighted when our dedicated 
and praiseworthy Fete Committee pulled 
off another record income and the Parish 
benefitted by $40,000.   

Total income for 2016 was $252,400, up 
$7,400 on 2015.  There was no major social/
fund raising event in 2016 which effected 
the overall increase in income.

Overall expense of $249,300 was a reduction 
of $11,200 on 2015, despite spending more 
on maintenance of the Community Centre 
roof, re-upholstering many of the chairs as 
well as paying for the Stewardship Program.  
Cost reductions were achieved in restruc-
turing some salary costs without reducing 
services.  The overall result for 2016 was a 
return to a surplus of $3,100 reversing a loss 
in 2015 of $15,400.  Cash reserves are still 
strong with $109,400 in the bank and term 
deposit accounts.

Challenges in 2017.
Traditionally Stewardship receipts reduce by 
at least 5% in the year after a program.  The 
age demographic of our regular donators is 
a risk.  We need to be careful of developing 
dependency on bumper Fete income.

As much as limiting variable expense is a 
worthwhile enterprise, achieving a balanced 
budget by limiting variable expenditure 
is limiting the Parish’s ability to deliver 
religious development programs, outreach 
programs, youth services, maintenance and 
so on.  

We have had in mind to involve the School 
community in supporting the parish finan-
cially via a compulsory levy.  It was hoped to 
have this levy in place this year however it 
was decided to postpone the program until 
2018 in order to allow the new principal, 
Duncan Arendse, to settle into his role.  The 
second half of 2017 will be used to liaise 
with the key stake holders.  Silvio Volombello 
– Chairperson, Parish Finance Committee.

QUESTION AND ANSWER TIME
Closing Words  - Father Shibu Joseph Parish 
Priest

Closing Song:     

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY

We are companions on the Journey 
Breaking bread and sharing life 
And in the love we bear is the hope we share 
For we believe in the love of our God 
We believe in the love of our God

No longer strangers to each other 
No longer strangers in God’s house 
We are fed and we are nourished 
By the strength of those who care 
By the strength of those who care

We are companions on the Journey 
Breaking bread and sharing life 
And in the love we bear is the hope we share 
For we believe in the love of our God 
We believe in the love of our God

We have been gifted with each other 
And we are called by the word of the Lord 
To act with justice to love tenderly 
And to walk humbly with our God 
To walk humbly with our God

We are companions on the Journey 
Breaking bread and sharing life 
And in the love we bear is the hope we share 
For we believe in the love of our God 
We believe in the love of our God

We are companions on the Journey 
Breaking bread and sharing life 
And in the love we bear is the hope we share 
For we believe in the love of our God 
We believe in the love of our God

No longer strangers to each other 
No longer strangers in God’s house 
We are fed and we are nourished 
By the strength of those who care 
By the strength of those who care

We are companions on the Journey 
Breaking bread and sharing life 
And in the love we bear is the hope we share 
For we believe in the love of our God 
We believe in the love of our God

We have been gifted with each other 
And we are called by the word of the Lord 
To act with justice to love tenderly 
And to walk humbly with our God 
To walk humbly with our God

We are companions on the Journey 
Breaking bread and sharing life 
And in the love we bear is the hope we share 
For we believe in the love of our God

We believe in the love of our God.
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Pope Francis canonizes Fatima visionaries, 
Francisco and Jacinta Marto
The Virgin Mary introduced Francisco and 
Jacinta “into the immense ocean of God’s 
light and taught them to adore him,” Pope 
Francis says on the 100th anniversary of the 
Fatima apparitions

 FATIMA — Pope Francis on Saturday 
canonized two of the three Fatima 
visionaries, brother and sister Francisco and 
Jacinta Marto, exactly 100 years after the 
Blessed Virgin Mary first appeared to them in 
Cova da Iria.

Thousands of pilgrims gathered on a 
beautiful day at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Fatima in Portugal for the Mass of 
Canonization.

During the rite of canonization, the relics of 
Saints Francisco and Jacinta were placed at 
the feet of the statue of Our Lady of Fatima.

In his homily, Pope Francis said: “The Virgin 
Mother did not come here so that we could 
see her. We will have all eternity for that, 
provided, of course, that we go to heaven.”

“Our Lady foretold, and warned us about, 
a way of life that is godless and indeed 
profanes God in his creatures. Such a life,” he 
said, “risks leading to hell.”

Throughout the apparitions, and until the 
end of their lives, Blessed Virgin enveloped 
the three shepherd children “in the mantle of 
Light that God had given her,” the pope told 
pilgrims.

“Fatima is more than anything this mantle of 
Light that protects us, here as in almost no 
other place on earth.”

“We can take as our examples Saint 
Francisco and Saint Jacinta, whom the Virgin 

Mary introduced into the immense ocean of 
God’s light and taught to adore him,” he said.

This light was the source of their strength 
in overcoming opposition and suffering, he 
continued. “God’s presence became constant 
in their lives, as is evident from their insistent 
prayers for sinners and their desire to 
remain ever near ‘the hidden Jesus’ in the 
tabernacle.”

“With Mary’s protection,” Pope Francis told 
pilgrims gathered for the canonization, “may 
we be for our world sentinels of the dawn, 
contemplating the true face of Jesus the 
Saviour.

Diane Montagna | May 13, 2017 
Aleteia.org 

 

New Evangelization 
through Colloboration 
Continued from page 20

In today’s complex world, no one person has 
all that is necessary to respond well. Change 
must be done in a way that is co-responsible 
and responds to the needs of people. It also 
requires going outside of our comfortable 
churches and their buildings, out into where 
people are, rather than waiting for them to 
come to us.

MercIful and Joyful

His genuine smile, warmth, and embrace of 
those who are suf- fering serve as a hallmark 
of the papacy of Pope Francis. Too often 
Christians, particularly Catholics, are present-
ed as dour and judgmental. Mercy remains 
the constant theme of Pope Francis. The 
merciful approach meets people where they 
are and demonstrates an outward move-
ment toward those who are lost, struggling, 
suffering. Mercy offers an experience of the 
love of God that transforms hearts and minds 
and heals all wounds. Not naïve or simplistic, 
the joyful Christian trusts in Jesus Christ and 
the experience of Christ in the community of 
faith called the Church.

FaIth-Filled and witnessing

All the baptized, including pastoral leaders, 
must give witness to Christ in their personal 
lives and in their way of being church. The 
church can preach, teach, and even serve, 
but as Paul VI taught in Evangelii Nuntiandi, 
to “witness goes deeper and permeates all of 
the life choices of one who believes in Jesus 
Christ” (41). A life of witness lived well by the 
baptized and the Church evangelizes. Every 
day, in Catholic and secular social media, the 
witness of Pope Francis illumines the world 
and evokes deeper conversations with others 
about the church. His witness offers an op-
portunity to evangelize.

Pope Francis teaches and models for us ways 
to share our experience of Jesus through 
being simple and direct, pro-active and 
outward-focused, pastoral and collaborative, 
merciful and joyful, faith-filled and witness-
ing. We can use these methods in our daily 
lives and in our functioning as church. He 
chal- lenges all the baptized to live more 
deeply and witness well faith in Christ. 
Authentic witness coupled with collaborative 
functioning allows the baptized to become 
co-responsible for the life and growth of the 
church. Changing “business as usual” will not 
be easy, but Pope Francis calls each one of 

us to take up new evangelization and live as 
fully and faithfully as we can. y

Fr. Frank Donio, SAC, DMin, serves as the 
Director at the Catholic Apostolate Center in 
Washington, D.C.

Barbara Humphrey McCrabb, MDiv, is the Assis-
tant Director for Higher Education, Secretariat 
of Catholic Education for the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

 Loughlin Sofield and Carroll Juliano, Collab-
oration: Uniting Our Gifts in Ministry (Notre 
Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press, 2000), 17.

Evangelii Gaudium, n. 120. Interview in Civilta 
Cattolica, September 30, 2013.

CATECHETICAL LEADER   www.nccl.org 7 
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SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every row,  
every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the digits 1-9,  
without repeating any.

THANK YOU to all our ADVERTISERS, who 
support The Spirit magazine.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

A huge “Thank You” to our advertisers, who 
assist so greatly with the cost of printing the 
magazine.

As another financial year draws to a close, we 
can appreciate businesses of all descriptions 
have been doing it tough for the past few years, 
so it is important that, where we can assist with 
using the goods and services of our advertisers, 
we do! You may not need their services yourself, 
but perhaps you could pass on the contact to 
others who may be looking.

WE need to support our local communities of 
small business endeavors, or we will all have 
to deal with multi-nationals for our every 
commercial need.  Much nicer to be able to use 
the services of people who live locally and have 
been part of our local communities for many 
years.

If you have a business, or know of friends or 
family who may be interested in advertising in 
our magazine, please contact the Parish House 
9876 3077 or  
Email: RingwoodNorth@cam.org.au 

We publish a minimum of 700 black & white 
copies per quarter and available on the parish 
website in full colour.

SINGING AUSTRALIA  
RINGWOOD GROUP 
Connecting Australians in Singing

3RD ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

Join us for a fabulous selection of 
popular, folk, country, jazz, fun and love 
songs Holy Spirit Community Centre, 
Sunday 18th June 2:00 – 4:00 pm 
Afternoon tea included $10 entry, $8 
concession children under 12 free

Parish House  
Wednesday Morning 
Group
Contact 9876 3077

Gathering place/time: Wednesday 
Mornings during School Terms from 
10.00AM

The Parish House is an open and 
welcoming place where Parishioners or 
anyone helping at the School can drop 
in for a friendly cuppa and chat.

This picture shows our Wednesday 
morning group. Some of the ladies 
have been coming for many years and 
we have some newer people also. We 
have three new attendees who do a 
fantastic job helping out with Year 
I Reading Programme at Holy Spirit 
School. They help the teachers by 
listening to the children read and the 
children benefit by reading one to one. 
After finishing reading they pop up for 
a cuppa and chat in the Parish House.

STOP PRESS 
On my way to work this morning I bumped 
into Fr Leenus and Fr Eugene walking along 
Albert St. They were on their way to attend Fr 
Leenus’ Australian Citizenship Award.

About an hour later Fr Eugene phoned to see 
if I had time for a celebration coffee.

It was lovely to see them both and share the 
moment on this special day. Congratulations 
and an official ‘welcome in’ to Fr Leenus, one 
our newest Australians! 

“The love of one’s 
country is a natural 
thing.  But why should 
love stop at the bor-
der?  Our family is one 
– each of us has a duty 
to his brothers.  We are 
all leaves of a tree, and 
the tree is humanity”
Pablo Cassals – Joys and Sorrows.  
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We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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22-24 Holy Spirit Fete NewsAdvertising in  
‘The Spirit’ magazine

If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
the other businesses from our local community who 
are bene�ting from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size 
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size 

For more information contact the editor (Mary Ryan) 
at the Parish House on 9876 3717.

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries

If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
businesses from our local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine.
The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size
For more information contact the Parish House on 9876 3717. 

Advertising in ‘The Spirit’ magazine

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.

2 SEPTEMBER 2013
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

COLLECTION 
NOTICE

For information on the 
Parish’s policies regarding 
information collection and 

privacy please refer to 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au
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We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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22-24 Holy Spirit Fete NewsAdvertising in  
‘The Spirit’ magazine

If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
the other businesses from our local community who 
are bene�ting from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size 
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size 

For more information contact the editor (Mary Ryan) 
at the Parish House on 9876 3717.

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries

If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
businesses from our local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine.
The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size
For more information contact the Parish House on 9876 3717. 

Advertising in ‘The Spirit’ magazine

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just �ne.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magni�cent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and proli�c writer.
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~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne

RENOVATION @ HOLY SPIRIT 
- it’s DIVINE!


