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Christmas 2016
My dear brothers and sisters, 

Greetings of joy and blessings of the Lord! 

Christmas is the celebration of a unique historical event. 
It is not just an echo of a long past ‘Holy Night’. Rather, it 
is the fulfilment of a promise of God coming down and 
living among us human beings!  It is a celebration of God’s 
self-communication with the intent to build communion 
with us human beings. So, it is both a challenge and a 
responsibility for us to communicate this love and build 
communion with our brothers and sisters. In short, it is a 
feast of joy, love, fraternity and peace.

Christ lived and preached the path of love, mercy and 
tolerance towards all. This, in fact, is the path the leaders 
of many other religions too have taught. Saint Mother 
Therese whom Pope Francis canonised on 4 September 
2016 followed this path in her struggle bring joy and mercy 
into the world. This is the spirit in which Pope Francis in his 
recent apostolicletter “MISERICORDIA ET MISERA” reminded 
humanity thatit is the time of mercy because those who 
are weak and vulnerable, distant and alone, ought to feel 
the presence of brothers and sisters who can help them in 
their need. The desire for closeness to Christ requires us to 
draw near to our brothers and sisters, for nothing is more 
pleasing to the Father than a true sign of mercy. In this 
time of grace let us live our life accepting everyone with 
their gifts and limitations. May the mercy of God be with 
us and enhance us to love everyone and share the joy and 
happiness with one another.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to each one of 
you for the work you are carrying out as a member of 
Holy Spirit Community and spreading the values of God’s 
Kingdom. May you as well as your dear ones be abundantly 
blessed by the Lord born in a Manger for us! 

A very happy feast of Christmas, a blessed Season of joy 
and a promising New Year 2017!

Fraternally in the Lord,

Shibu Joseph SAC
Parish Priest 

We wish all of our 
Community a very
Happy Christmas 

and 
May the New Year 

of 2017
bring you Good 

Health, Happiness, 
and very few 

Sorrows.
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Thank You from the Editor
Thanks to all who have assisted in the publishing of THE SPIRIT throughout the 
year of 2016. Your efforts are always understood and very much appreciated.
We continue to get many great compliments on the quality of the publication, 
which is great, so doubly important that you all keep up the great work of 
contributing.
I know I keep repeating it, but it is your magazine  - I just put it together so please 
keep the photos and articles coming and hopefully we will continue to publish 
throughout 2017. 
The theme for the March edition 2017 is New Beginnings – Think about all the new 
beginnings in your life – Would love to hear from those starting Secondary School, 
University etc. as well as those who have had New Beginnings thrust upon them.
Christmas is a season of great joy, family and fun for many of us, but can be a 
season to be dreaded by others.  Families remember loved ones lost and for some 
families it highlights the divisions within their families.  Please be mindful of this 
and try to share your joy where you can.
A couple of incidents which occurred to me this past weekend prompt me to 
ask you all to also be very mindful on the roads throughout the holiday season.  
Nothing is so important or urgent that gives you the right to endanger other lives 
by impatience on the roads – Ask yourself the question “Why is it so much more 
important for me to get to my destination quicker than the car in front of me or 
those behind me.
I was driving on the Eastern freeway on Sunday near Springvale Road, and 
remembering the life that was lost there on the previous Friday morning – thinking 
of a family bereft and for whom Christmas will never be a joyous occasion again.
As it is a busy part of the road I was very alert to cars entering the freeway, when a 
vehicle, did not stay in line until the merging traffic lane but instead drove across 
into the traffic with out even waiting until the merging lane had begun.
Fortunately, the car behind me was some distance away and I was able to break 
sharply, almost to the point of standstill in order to avoid being hit by the merging 
vehicle.
I caught a glimpse of the young woman’s’ face when she saw my vehicle and 
realized what she had done.  She had several children in the vehicle with her, and 
no doubt, was rushing to be SOMEWHERE – But at what cost could it have been.
Please remember as you travel during this holiday season that the road rules are 
made to make it safe for everyone to use the roads; the young, the inexperienced; 
the older driver, the hopeless driver, the moment of inattention we all have at 
some stage. “This holiday season please try to remember to drive as you would 
like others to drive around your families.”
Have a very happy, safe and joyous Christmas, ready for the new beginnings of a 
wonderful New Year 2017.
Thank you, 
Helen Konynenburg



Around the Parish...

NEW ALTAR SERVERS
On Sunday 6th November 2016 at the 10.30 am mass, we 
welcomed 5 new Grade 4 altar servers to our Parish.  The 
children have recently undergone training after school 
with Fr Joe, Shirley Graham and Ruth (Parish Secretary).  
We congratulate the following children:  Francisco Cortes, 
Bailey Wallace, Luca Massarotti, Saveen Attale and Bethany 
Stone.  It was a pleasure to work with these children and we 
are certain they will serve with great pride and dedication.  
Altar servers are a very important part of the Mass and 
Father depends on these children to assist him at our 
Eucharistic celebrations.  The Holy Spirit Parish community 
appreciates and is grateful for their decision to become an 
altar server.  Congratulations to you all.

Who’s a happy man??
It took a long time but “ How sweet it was!”
Len Scicluna is still smiling!

Hiroko and Yasuharu SUGIMOTO with Father Jacob Kavunkal
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Park Orchards North Ringwood Parish Junior Football Club

THE SHARKS 
2016 was another great year for the Park Orchards North 
Ringwood Parish Junior Football Club.   372 boys played in 
18 teams at the Sharks and brought home 2 premierships.
In October the Sharks ran a BBQ and hot chips stand at the 
Holy Spirit fete and raised nearly $3,000, continuing our 
long and close relationship with the school. 
2017 promises to be another exciting and historic season 
at the Sharks with the introduction of girls’ teams.   
The Sharks will field boys and girls teams across all age 
groups in 2017 and we are looking forward to seeing 
plenty of Holy Spirit children at our great club.
Registrations are now open at http://www.sharksjfc.org.
au/members/registration/.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
Holy Spirit Chapel

8.00pm
First and Third Monday of the month.

For more information email:
hsinfo@fastmail.com.au

“Meditation is the process in which we take 
time to allow ourselves to become aware of our 

infinite potential”  -  John Main
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120 GOLF CLUB
The Club had it’s annual “away trip” on November 15 & 16, 
to the RACV Goldfields Resort at Creswick.
This is a great & picturesque Golf Course, but very hilly and  
the hire of golf carts essential, if one wishes to survive.
Members had mixed fortunes, but all enjoyed the 
experience and the social aspect.
Games were played  on both days and ample time was 
available to explore the surrounding area and sample 
some of the local cuisine and indulge in “retail therapy”.
The Farmers Arms Hotel was the venue for Tuesday dinner 
and on the Wednesday evening, a private room was used 
for a buffet dinner and  presentations.
The Resort accommodation was excellent and facilities 
met all expectations.
The Club started in 1991 and  the first game was played at 
Bundoora on April 4th 1991.
Over the 25 years, we have played at over 20 Courses, 
ranging from Yarrambat to Eagles Ridge and it could be 
said that “we have been everywhere man” - players have 
enjoyed the social aspect and enduring friendships have 
evolved  -the Club has been an important part of many 
people’s lives.
Regrettably, for various reasons, a decision has been made 
to make 2016, our final year.
Members have expressed a desire to, have an annual get-
together and it is hoped that this will be possible.
May I thank the members who have loyally supported 
the Club over many years and in doing so, have made the 
organising side so much easier.

Ron Smith
Co-ordinator And, so it has come to this – Carts all round now!Congratulations 

to Ron Smith for 
coordinating the 
120 Club for 
25 years.
You have provided opportunities 
for so many to be part of 
something they love whilst 
enjoying the company of fellow 
golfers from the community.
Perhaps for the next edition, 
some members may share some 
of their memories of weekends 
away with the 120 Club?
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We welcome more little ones to 
our community in preparation 

for their Baptism

NORTH RINGWOOD 
COMMUNITY HOUSE

North Ringwood Community House is offering plenty of 
new courses beginning in term 1, 2017.
If you are interested  in accredited training we are offering 
courses in Certificate III in Individual Support, Certificate IV 
in Disability and Certificate IV in Leisure and Health.
We have recently been registered as a Senior Secondary 
Provider so we are offering VCAL at Foundation, Intermediate 
and Senior levels.
Some of the computer courses we have on offer are: MYOB, 
Word & Excel, Essential Skills for Business Administration, 
Digital Literacy, Introduction to Computers and Intermediate 
Computers.
We offer language classes in French, Italian, Spanish and 
Chinese and exercise classes in Pilates, Yoga, Belly Dancing, 
Zumba, Strong People Stay Young and Tai Chi.
OR for something different you could try:
Porcelain Dolls, Watercolour Painting, Professional Creative 
Writing, Cardmaking, Sewing, Leadlighting, Photography, 
Silk Scarf Making, Furniture Restoration or learn about Herbs 
for the Home Gardener.
All classes are held in our lovely new facility at 35 Tortice 
Drive, Ringwood North. Please call us on 9876 3421 for 
further details on any of the above or to make suggestions 
towards a class you would like to see on offer.
Should you have any queries please contact me.
Kind regards, Helen

Become a Photographer for The Spirit
There are many events happening within the Holy Spirit community 
at any given time and it is not possible for one, or indeed several 
people to cover everything, which is why I now need your help.  
Could you please take photos at any event you may attend, whether 
it be social. liturgical or something of interest from around the 
parish, Holy Spirit school or the broader community.  Photos taken 
with phones are generally fine and can just be emailed to myself or 
the parish house at any time, you do not have to wait until the next 
deadline - By then you will have forgotten.
I particularly would like photos of the Baptism welcomings we have 
at the masses prior to our children being Baptised.  This is such an 
important “welcoming” for not only, those being presented but 
for the community itself, and by having them recognised in The 
Spirit emphasises the importance.
All you need to do is take some photos and, before or after mass 
ask those photographed if they have any objections to having 
the photos published in the parish magazine.  This is also a nice 
way to follow up the welcoming of their child with the parents, 
emphasising the fact that they are a part of our family.
So, please be active over the coming weeks and during the Christmas 
celebrations - Send as many as you like, it costs nothing.  Far better 
to have too many to choose from, than too few. Thank you.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK:

Call: 03 9899 5366 
Email:  Catherine@rheomtravel.com.au 

Edwina@rheomtravel.com.au

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
a  16 day tour with Fr Joe Shibu of Holy Spirit 

Parish & Edwina Malia from Rheom Travel
a  Full Israeli breakfast daily and  

12 three-course dinners with wine

JOURNEY 
THROUGH THE 
HOLY LAND
and Jordan

*Terms and conditions apply. Pricing subject to  change. See in store for details.

16 DAYS  |  DEPARTS 10 SEPT 2017

PRICED FROM 

$5,114*PER PERSON 
TWIN SHARE

TEL AVIV - DEAD SEA
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The blessings and joy of Christmas to all at Holy Spirit, with 
special thanks to the Parish House Staff, for their help during 
the year – also to Lauren at the school for making parking on 
Meeting days so much better – and of course to Helen, our 
editor for her unlimited patience.
Our 2017 itinerary will include social outings to Bellura House 
and gardens at Mornington, Imax Theatre, Eureka Tower, and 
the Old Melbourne jail.
Our highlight will be a day trip to Geelong and Queenscliff.
Our meetings will continue on the last Friday of the month, 
with Mass in the Chapel, followed by morning tea in the Mary 
Bresnan Room, and often followed by a guest speaker.
Please feel free to join us – You will be made most welcome.
For further information re outings, ring Shirley on 9870 1396.
For general information, ring Jean on 9876 2204.

THE EVERGREENS’
Report

Maggie

Val, Ria, Anny, June

Barb

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, 
CRANBOURNE

The umbrellas say it all - Angela, Trish, Jo

Jim

“Peace is not merely a distant goal we 
seek, but a means by which we arrive at 
that goal.” 

Martin Luther King Jr
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The other day a young person asked me how I felt about being 
old.  I was taken aback, for I do not think of myself as old.  Upon 
seeing my reaction, she was immediately embarrassed but 
I explained that it was an interesting question and I would 
ponder it, and let her know.
Old age, I decided, is a gift.  I am now, probably for the first time 
in my life, the person I have always wanted to be.  Oh, not my 
body!  I sometimes despair over my body – but I don’t agonize 
over it for long.
I would never trade my amazing friends, my wonderful life, 
and my loving family for less grey hair or a flatter belly.  As 
I’ve aged, I’ve become more kind to myself, and less critical 
of myself.  I’ve become my own friend.  I don’t chide myself 
for eating that extra cookie, or for not making my bed, or for 
buying that silly cement gecko that I didn’t need but looks 
so avante garde on my patio.  I am entitled to overeat, to be 
messy, to be extravagant.  I have seen too many dear friends 
leave this world too soon; before they understood the great 
freedom that comes with aging.
Whose business is it if I choose to read until 4 am, and sleep 
until noon?  I will dance with myself to those wonderful tunes 
of the 50’s and 60’s and if I at the same time wish to weep over 
a lost love, I will.  I know I am sometimes forgetful.  But there 
again, some of life is just as well forgotten and I eventually 
remember the important things.  Sure, over the years my heart 
has been broken.  How can your heart not break when you lose 
a loved one, or when a child suffers?  But broken hearts are 
what give us strength and understanding and compassion.   A 
heart never broken is pristine and sterile and will never know 
the joy of being imperfect.
I am so blessed to have lived long enough to have my hair turn 
grey, and to have my youthful laughs be forever etched into 
deep grooves on my face.  So many have never laughed, and so 
many have died before their hair could turn silver.  I can say “no” 
and mean it.  I can say “yes”, and mean it.  As you get older, it 
is easier to be positive.  You care less about what other people 
think.  I don’t question myself anymore.  I’ve even earned the 
right to be wrong.
So, to answer the question, I like being old.  It has set me free.  
I like the person I have become.  I am not going to live forever, 
but while I am still here, I will not waste time lamenting what 
could have been, or worrying about what will be.  For the first 
time in my life, I don’t have to have a reason to do the things I 
want to do.  If I want to play games on the computer all day, lie 
on the couch and watch old movies for hours or don’t want to 
go the beach or a movie, I have earned that right.  I have put 
in my time doing everything for others, so now I can be a bit 
selfish without feeling guilty.
I sometimes feel sorry for the young.  The face a far different 
world that I knew  growing up, where we feared the law, 
respected the old, the flag, our country  I never felt the need 
to use filthy language in order to express myself.  And they too 
will grow old someday.
I am grateful to have been born when I was, into a kinder, 
gentler world.  
Yes, I like being old!
Author unknown

Thoughts on Growing OldYea Wetlands

Vin & Mary Ryan enjoying Yea trip

Bill O’Dwyer in good voice for footy final
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Whitefriars School Captains

For those of you who may not know, Jack is the grandson of 
Lyn and Don Schroder and Moon and Dirk Houston - two of 
our long term parish families. 
Nice to be reminded that Our parish is now old enough to 
have a third generation of our parish community growing up 
and taking on the world in their many roles.

Left to right: Will Fernandez (College Vice Captain), Jack 
Schroder (College Captain), Matt Coen (College Vice Captain)

Thank you... 
I just wanted to thank you for publishing the 
wonderful article by Bishop Vincent Long in the 
last edition of The Spirit. As we reflect on his words, 
it gives us great hope for a very positive future for 
our Church. Thank you once again for a wonderful 
magazine.

Best wishes always,

A.G.P.

A grateful parishioner or a geriatric parishioner 
(whatever).

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabrielle Dwyer  70th 

Gwen Eccles  80th  

 

 

 

 

Special Birthdays
Helen McGregor

 70yrs

Barbara McGowan
 70yrs

“Peace is the only battle worth waging.”

Albert Camus
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Trash-n-Treasure 
Stallholders Luncheon
We had a fabulous lunch on Friday with all the girls. 
Thanks to Lynn for offering her beautiful home.

Lots of special recipes tasted and great company!

I’ve attached 2 photos as I hadn’t practiced ‘time delay’ 
so needed to take one myself and the girls insisted I 
should be in one too! There are a few faces missing.

There may be a lot of 
Trash, but there are 
far more Treasures

What many people don’t realise about the Trash and Treasure 
stall is that the treasure lies in the community formed by the 
people who run the stall.

The Fete has always been intended to be first and foremost 
about community, and anyone who has been involved over 
the years will bear testament to this.

Trash n Treasure has provided a friendly, supportive and social 
community from its very inception. Many of the originals have 
now gone to God and their daughters replace them.

This wonderful group has supported one another through the 
whole spectrum of life’s big events; Births of grandchildren, 
illnesses and deaths of so many loved ones young and old.

When the grief has taken over on some occasions, the “team” 
has arrived on the doorstep and said “We need you”, no excuses 
accepted, in the nicest possible way, and gradually you are 
drawn back into the world through the gentle, and sometimes 
not so gentle coercion, of the T and T team.

Last year was one worth mentioning, when one long term 
member suffered a brain emburisym and was hospitalised 
for several weeks, T and T members visited regularly bringing 
her artificial flowers ( which she personally hates) from the 
donations and making sure she knew they had to go back to 
the stall when she left hospital!

Having only been discharged during the week prior to the 
Fete, imagine her astonishment when the team arrived to 
organise her getting to the stall on Fete day so she could “pull 
her weight”.

Protesting that she had only come out of hospital, she was 
politely told, “yes but you’re not dead”!

Seems that’s the only way to leave T and T.

FairPlay, compels me to reveal, that the lady in question was 
transported to the Fete, given a chair at the T and T stall, before 
being taken on a short tour of the Fete, and then returned 
home.

Thankfully she was well recovered to resume her responsibilities 
for the 2016 Fete.

Being a part of something, brings so many benefits, so if you 
are feeling a bit lost or lonely and would like to get involved, 
it’s hard work over a period of time leading up to the Fete and 
on the day itself, but then there’s The Lunch! 

Fun and friendship are the rewards! Contact the Parish House 
if you think you can contribute.

“The more we sweat in peace, the less we bleed 
in war.” 

Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit

The Pallotine Camino is a walk from 
St Christophers Parish in Syndal to Palloti 

College in Millgrove, and covers 65 km over 
three days.

It has proved to be very popular 
since it started in 2015.

The 2017 Pallotine Camino will be from 
Saturday April 21st to 

Monday April 24th, 2017.  
If you are interested in walking please register 

your interest so that you can have a 
place saved for you.   

Visit the website 
http://www.pallottine.org.au   

and use the email template to register your 
interest or phone -

 9853 6287
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Holy Spirit Reconciliation
The Holy Spirit Parish community recently celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  This was a time when the students came 
together with their families and friends to make peace with God.  Knowing that God wants us to be happy, not hurting, knowing 
that God loves and forgives us and wanting to make peace with one another.  This was and will continue to be a special sacrament 
within their lives.

The End of 2016
As we come to the close of yet another year, we remember all those 
whom we have lost from out community this year.  Many of them 
founding members of the Parish Community, and those who have been 
with us for many years , or just a vey short period of time.  These deaths 
diminish the light of our community as they should, as we remember 
them and their loved ones at this time.
We also send out thoughts, prayers and good wishes to those of our 
community who are ill, whether in hospital or home – Know that you 
too are not forgotten, even though at times it may seem this way to you.
Remember too, all those who care for he sick and aging, who will work 

through the Christmas Season to attend to their needs.  So too,  those 
who work to protect and care for our community in so many ways, the 
police, the ambulance personnel. Fire, emergency services etc.
We truly need to stop and think of the service the people of these 
entities provide for us all year – often without thanks of any kind.
Our very special readers of The Spirit, the past parishioners dotted 
around the country – know that you are not forgotten and we send 
greetings to each and every one of you from your community.
We need you all to know you are not forgotten, and your trials and 
tribulations will be in our thoughts and prayers as we attend the very 
special masses of Christmas.
Happy Christmas and a New Year of HOPE to all.
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Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Turns 75

A first edition of “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” (bottom) 
and an original layout (top)

Author:   Christopher Klein
Website Name:  History.com
Year Published: 2014
Title:  Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Turns 75

Although firmly entrenched as a Christmas icon, the tale of 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” is a piece of relatively 
modern folklore penned in 1939 by a department store adman 
enduring a time of great personal tragedy. As Rudolph turns 
75, learn the story behind the creation of the most famous 
reindeer of all. 
Balsam wreaths and visions of sugarplums had barely faded 
in the first weeks of 1939, but thoughts inside the Chicago 
headquarters of retail giant Montgomery Ward had already 
turned to the next Christmas 11 months away. The retailer 
had traditionally purchased and distributed coloring books 
to children as a holiday promotion, but the advertising 
department decided it would be cheaper and more effective 
instead to develop its own Christmas-themed book in-house.
The assignment fell to Robert May, a copywriter with a knack 
for turning a limerick at the company’s holiday party. The 
adman, however, had difficulty summoning up holiday cheer, 
and not just because of the date on the calendar. Not only 
was the United States still trying to shake the decade-long 
Great Depression while the rumblings of war grew once again 
Europe, but May’s wife was suffering with cancer and the 
medical bills had thrown the family into debt. Sure, he was 
pursuing his passion to write, but churning out mail order 
catalog copy about men’s shirts instead of penning the Great 
American Novel was not what he had envisioned himself doing 
at age 33 with a degree from Dartmouth College.
Given the assignment to develop an animal story, May thought 
a reindeer was a natural for the leading role (not to mention 
that his 4-year-old daughter, Barbara, loved the reindeers every 
time she visited the zoo). As he peered out at the thick fog that 
had drifted off Lake Michigan, May came up with the idea of 
a misfit reindeer ostracized because of his luminescent nose 
who used his physical abnormality to guide Santa’s sleigh and 
save Christmas. Seeking an alliterative name, May scribbled 
possibilities on a scrap of paper - Rollo, Reginald, Rodney and 
Romeo were among the choices - before circling his favorite. 
Rudolph.

As May worked on “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” through 
the summer, his wife’s health worsened. She passed away in 
July 1939. Now a widower and a single father, May refused the 
offer of his boss to give the assignment to someone else. “I 
needed Rudolph now more than ever,” he later wrote. Burying 
his grief, May finished the story in August.
The 89 rhyming couplets in “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” borrow from Clement Clarke Moore’s “A Visit from 
St. Nicholas” right from the story’s opening line: “Twas the day 
before Christmas, and all through the hills/The reindeer were 
playing…enjoying the spills.” Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy 
tale “The Ugly Duckling” also inspired the storyline as did May’s 
own childhood when he endured taunts from schoolmates 
for being small and shy. “Rudolph and I were something alike,” 
the copywriter told Guideposts magazine in January 1975. “As 
a child I’d always been the smallest in the class. Frail, poorly 
coordinated, I was never asked to join the school teams.”
Those familiar with only the 1964 animated television version 
of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” which remains the 
longest-running Christmas special in television history a half-
century after its debut on NBC, might not recognize the original 
tale. There is no Hermey the elf, no Abominable Snow Monster, 
not even the Land of Misfit Toys. While Rudolph was taunted 
for his glowing red nose and disinvited from reindeer games in 
May’s story, he did not live at the North Pole and was asleep in 
his house when Santa Claus, struggling mightily with the fog, 
arrived with presents and realized how the reindeer’s radiant 
snout could help him complete his Christmas Eve rounds.
Montgomery Ward had high hopes for its new 32-page, 
illustrated booklet, which would be given as a free gift to 
children visiting any of the department store’s 620 locations. 
“We believe that an exclusive story like this aggressively 
advertised in our newspaper ads and circulars,” the advertising 
department stated in a September 1939 memo, “can bring 
every store an incalculable amount of publicity... and, far more 
important a tremendous amount of Christmas traffic.”

Rudolph creator Robert May
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The retailer’s holiday advertisements touted “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer” as “the rollicking new Christmas verse 
that’s sweeping the country!” That wasn’t just hype. Children 
snapped up nearly 2.4 million copies of the paper-bound book 
in 1939. Plans to print another 1.6 million copies the following 
year were shelved by paper shortages due to World War II, and 
Rudolph remained on hiatus until the conflict’s conclusion. 
When the reindeer story returned in 1946, it was more popular 
than ever as Montgomery Ward handed out 3.6 million copies 
of the book.
In the interim, May married a fellow Montgomery Ward 
employee and became a father again, but he still struggled 
financially. In 1947, the retailer’s board of directors, stirred 
either by the holiday spirit or belief that the story lacked 
revenue-making potential, signed the copyright for “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer” over to May. In short order, May 
licensed a commercial version of the book along with a full 
range of Rudolph-themed merchandise including puzzles, 
View-Master reels, snow globes, mugs and slippers with sheep 
wool lining and leather soles.
In 1949, songwriter Johnny Marks, who happened to be May’s 
brother-in-law, set Rudolph’s story to music. After Bing Crosby 
reportedly turned down the chance, singing cowboy Gene 
Autry recorded the song, which sold 2 million copies in the first 
year and remains one of the best-selling tunes of all time.
The song and merchandise sales made May financially 
comfortable, but hardly rich. After leaving Montgomery Ward 
in 1951 to manage the Rudolph commercial empire, May 
returned to his former employer seven years later. He continued 
to work as a copywriter until his 1971 retirement. By the time 
he died five years later, “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” 
had become a piece of modern folklore and a metaphor for 
overcoming obstacles, embracing differences and recognizing 
everyone’s unique potential.

Editors Note:  I came across this article and was surprised that I 
had never heard the origins of Rudolph until now!  So I thought 
I would share with you -  75 Years  and the world still sings about 
Rudolph!

Moving to Shepparton...
It has been quite a busy year, since we decided to move 
from our little farm and into a retirement village, in 
Shepparton. The homes were affordable, looked attractive, 
and most importantly, pets were welcome.

We arrived here in April, after a couple of harrowing 
months, going through the process of “downsizing”. It’s 
amazing how much of your comfortable, previous life goes 
to Vinnies and the Salvos, Buy Swap or Sell, or into  a great 
big skip that was taken away three times to be emptied. 

But, we  began a new life, in a smaller home, and feel 
much lighter for it. It takes time to settle in,  to really feel at 
home.  But ,we’ve made it ours, and continue to do so. All 
the  residents are very friendly, and make interesting new 
neighbours.

We continue to love our gardening, though most of it is 
done for us. Our tiny back yard is doing very well, lemons 
and limes in pots, and a raised vegie garden. It’s lovely to 
see beans climbing the fence, trying to compete with the 
nasturtiums. Space is precious!

Though we miss the life we had, we are happy to have this 
opportunity to enjoy more time to ourselves and in time, 
learn to do other things.

In September, my mother had her 97th birthday.   A special 
day for the whole family to remember. I think it was the 
highlight of the year. We all felt so proud and grateful to be 
able to celebrate this day together with her.

Now that it is nearly Christmas, it’s time  to take Baby Jesus 
out of the cupboard and set up his crib.

To everyone at Holy Spirit, we send our love and best 
wishes for a very Happy Christmas, and a  safe and happy 
New Year.

All the best from Corry and Ann  Poelsma

Ann holding Franke , Corrie holding Charlemagne!
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SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every 
row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the 
digits 1-9, without repeating any.

Hard Sudoku Puzzles 1 
www.printablesudoku99.com 
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Clare Snaidero, centre, with grandchildren Jack Quinn, Emma 
Quinn and Mollie Quinn and her son Andrew Quinn. 

Picture: Peter Ristevski
Andrew Quinn 46, father of Jack, 18, Mollie, 16, and Emma, 15, 

from Torquay in Victoria
Grandmother Clare Snaidero, 72, lives in Melbourne

We moved to Torquay when Jack was in prep and have been 
here for 12 years now. Jen my wife and I used to come to 
Airey’s Inlet with the kids and would often stop in Torquay 
before heading back home to Box Hill.
Then one day we were talking about how it was our dream to 
bring the kids up in a beach environment and I said, “Let’s do 
it,” and Jen said, “Let’s do it.”
So we did it and it’s been the best thing ever.
It’s only a two-hour trip from Melbourne so I didn’t think the 
distance would be a problem. Mum was in Ringwood and Dad 
in Croydon so they didn’t often pop in anyway — it’s not like 
they were only five minutes away.
Living down the beach has given us full weekends of quality 
time and in my heart I thought that would be better anyway. 
The kids look forward to Mum coming down, and doing things 
with her, and now they’re older they’re able to go to cafes and 
socialise with her. She’s also kept up with social media so she 
could keep in touch.
When the kids were younger they probably didn’t think 
keeping up with Mum or Dad was a priority as much, but now 
they love to ring their Nanny to tell her what they’re up to.
I know deep down Mum missed the kids when they were 
younger and now she is retired they have much more regular 
catch-ups.
Mum turned 70 a couple of years ago and she wanted to take 
the family to Thailand. That was the biggest thing for my kids 
— Mum taking them overseas — and we had the best time. 
When she first told them, they thought she had dropped her 
marbles; they couldn’t believe it. They loved it. They couldn’t 
believe she did that for them.
Mum still comes down a lot to see the kids play sport and 
she’s always interested in how they’ve gone and what games 
they’ve won. I love the fact that Mum can help share the values 
of her generation with the kids, and they always stop and say 
hello to her properly when they walk through the front door. 
They know they’re lucky to have her around.

We gratefully acknowledge Susie O’Brien and the Herald Sun 
for allowing us to reprint this article.

Long distance love: 
Grandparents closing 
the location gap
DEVOTED long-distance grandparents stop at nothing to keep 
up with their grandkids. 
They can be found singing lullabies to snoozy babies over 
the phone, playing toy cars with toddlers via Skype, and even 
travelling 200km to watch a junior netball game.
Researchers from Swinburne University have found half of all 
grandparents see their grandchildren at least once a week, 
and three-quarters see them at least once a month.
But as families adapt to work demands, changing 
circumstances and relationship breakdowns, a growing 
number of grandparents are separated from their grandkids 
by hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of kilometres.
New Age Nanas co-authors Susan Moore and Doreen 
Rosenthal say the least satisfied grandparents are not those 
who are doing lots of hands-on day care, but those who have 
little contact with their grandchildren.
“Past studies have shown, not surprisingly, that one of the 
strongest predictors of how often grandparents see their 
grandchildren is how far away they live from them,” Emeritus 
Professor Moore from Swinburne University says.
“Even when separated by geographic distances, grandparents 
and grandchildren can and do still bond. This happens 
through modern and old-style communication channels — 
Skype, email, social media and letters — as well as holiday 
face-to-face contact and visits.”
Emeritus Professor Rosenthal, from the University of 
Melbourne, says children as young as 17 months are comforted 
by the video presence of an absent parent.
“If it works for parental separation it should work for 
grandmothers as well,” she says.
But it’s not always easy.
“The ‘tyranny of distance’ is strongly felt,” Rosenthal says.
Her advice to grandparents is to “explore the new technologies 
even if you’re a technophobe”.
“Long-distance phone calls are much cheaper these days. 
Skype is wonderful, and you can communicate on it with 
grandchildren from infants to adults,” she says.
“‘Friend’ your adult grandchildren on Facebook or Twitter if 
they’ll let you. The main thing is to keep contact, persevere, 
hang in there.”
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A search for somewhere convenient for Friday prayers has led 
to an unusual joining of two communities.
Every Friday, St Paul’s Anglican church in Beaconsfield, just 
outside Western Australia’s port city of Fremantle, hosts Muslim 
prayers in its community hall.
Fittingly, the hall was the original church.
The enterprise began shortly after Imam FaizelChothia 
knocked on the door of Reverend Peter Humphris.
Mr Chothia said he had been trying to find somewhere 
convenient for Muslim workers to pray in the Fremantle area 
with little success.
“I thought to myself that it would be wonderful to pray in this 
beautiful church,” he said.
“It certainly has the aura of the sanctity associated with 
prayer, it certainly is a symbol of the divine and it’s the most 
appropriate place.
“I wasn’t sure how my request would be received, but thank 
god for Peter.”
Peter Humphris said he was delighted by the request and 
eager to welcome another community to the church.
“My sense, and the sense of the parish here, is that we continue 
to seek both the fullness of humanity and the fullness that’s 
revealed in the divine,” he said.
“We haven’t got it, we continue to seek it and anyone, and 
everyone, who wants to join in that search can only help.”

 

The reverend initially offered the main church for prayers, 
which Mr Chothia said was an honour but added he did not 
want to inconvenience anyone.
They settled on the community hall.
On the first day, Mr Humphris said he was thanked by one of 
the Muslim parishioners who said that he prayed one day all 
religions would be one.
Mr Humphris told him that was never his prayer.
“I said just in case the one ends up as ours,” he recalled with a 
laugh.
“My prayer is that there will always be a diversity of religions.
“The prayer is that we will honour each other and discover that 
it’s in that diversity that we’ve got life.”
Mr Chothia said despite their differences the two religions had 
much in common and the Islamic faith held Christian figures 
such as Jesus and Moses in the highest regard.
“There’s a shared empathy and a common experience,” he said.
“I think this is where we have the opportunity of benefiting 
from the wisdom of the other.”
 

Mr Chothia also saw wisdom in the religions’ diversity as well.
“The Prophet (Muhammad) interestingly says the difference 
of opinion is the source of the greatest blessing because 
your ideas and your preconceived notions or orthodoxies are 
challenged,” he said.
“When Peter challenges me, and he’s an accomplished thinker 
and can make a very strong point, it forces me to question 
cherished beliefs and I think that’s important.”
But despite the generosity and quest for meaning between the 
two spiritual leaders, some of the Anglican parishioners have 
not welcomed the move and have left the church.
Mr Humphris said they had written to his superiors to try to get 
him “to tow the line”.
He said the objection was simply because they were Muslims.
“That’s almost as if that’s enough of an objection to say you 
shouldn’t be here,” he said.
“Well, how many people in the world are saying that?
“Gosh, we’ve even got politicians now being elected who are 
saying that.”

DID YOU KNOW – that at its very beginnings, thanks to the generosity of 
another faith, Sunday masses at Holy Spirit parish were celebrated at the 
Uniting Church in Ringwood North.
A West Australian church has opened its doors and hearts to include Muslim 
parishioners in its community.
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But Mr Chothia said Western Australia’s Muslim community 
had warmly embraced the idea.
He said the Prophet Muhammad gave Christians sanctuary for 
prayers at his mosque in Medina, Saudi Arabia in the seventh 
century.
He said St Paul’s was reciprocating that gesture.
“So from the Muslim perspective it was very warmly received, 
there was a great celebration and fanfare to be quite honest,” 
he said.
“Most of the imams are quite envious of me.”
The Anglican “mosque” has also attracted international 
attention and tourists from places such as Malaysia have been 
attending.
The Muslim community has also joined the church’s yearly 
fete and contributes to its charity work in Nepal.
The next project is to build a water feature outside the hall for 
Muslim ablutions and Christian rituals.
The two leaders say they are not a model for other churches 
to follow and are happy doing their own thing, but they are 
looking forward to the day when communities such as theirs 
no longer make the news.
We gratefully acknowledge the work and generosity of Ryan 
Emery and the SBS newsroom for allowing us to reprint this 
article. 
Please take the time to listen to the interview with these two 
pastors as it will uplift your day and see the way forward for 
all our faiths.

Ryan Emery
WA Correspondent
Ryan.emery@sbs.com.au
<mailto: First.Last@sbs.com.au>
SBS C/O Ch 7 Newsroom
The West Australian, 50 Hasler Rd, 
Osborne Park WA 6017
M: +61 (0)447 664 761
sbs.com.au<http://www.sbs.com.
au/>/news

There was once a farmer who stated in his will, that his fortune 
should be left to the one of his three sons, who could most 
successfully fill a room with anything that cost less than one 
dollar.
One son tried to fill the room with second hand bricks, but he 
only managed to fill a tiny corner of the room.
The second son bought some straw, but he only managed to 
fill alittle of the room.
The third son bought a small candle.  He lit the candle and 
immediately the room was filled with LIGHT. 
So we can take a little candle into a dark room and immediately 
fill that room with light.  Light always overcomes darkness.
But it is worth remembering that darkness can never overcome 
light.  We can’t carry a piece of darkness in one hand and 
extinguish a room full of light.
So when we look at candles and at fairy lights on Christmas 
trees, let us always remember that they symbolize Christs’ 
Light in the world.  For Jesus himself said “I am the light of the 
world.  Those who follow me, shall never walk in darkness, but 
shall have the Light of Life”.
And so, amid all the hustle and bustle of the Advent season, let 
us try to find the TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS.
Often, it is only in quietness and peace that we realize the 
JESUS THE ETERNAL CHRIST CHILD can always be found.
Not only at Christmas, but dwelling in our hearts for evermore.
The Christmas Spirit – (Evergreens pages )
What is  “The Christmas Spirit” that we hear so much about at 
this time of year?
Most of us probably think of it in terms of shoppers buying 
presents, homes being gaily decorated, Santa talking to 
children in department stores.
But it goes far deeper than this... it is the spirit of giving: of 
wanting the less fortunate to share in our abundance, of 
taking it upon ourselves to do something positive like sending 
baskets of food to the poor.
If we look around us, we can see so many who are looking for 
something from us, even if its only a word of kindness or a 
smile.
So its good to forget ourselves at Christmas, ceasing to 
be concerned about what we might receive, and instead 
concentrating all out efforts on what we can give to others...
of our material goods, of our time, of ourselves.  Then we shall 
truly possess “THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT”.

Christmas Reflection

  Oh come let us 

adore him...
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We!specialize!in!Dementia!Care!–!with!a!total!of!3!psychiatric!nurses!helping!to!plan!and!manage!
care.!Registered!nurses!run!every!shift.!Activities!are!diverse!and!range!from!outings!to!the!Theatre!
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Della%dale%Aged%Care%is%a%
small,%301bed%permanent%
residential%aged%care%home.%
We%are%a%family%business%–%%
but%we%are%more%family%than%
business.%The%staff%and%the%
residents%are%all%extensions%of%
our%family%–%and%this%is%OUR%
home.%Come%and%have%a%tour%
with%us.%Call%us%on%98707393.%

 AGED*CARE*–*a*HOME*away*from*HOME*

www.delladale.com.au email: delladale.agedcare@gmail.com 

 17 Derwent St. 
Ringwood Nth. 

An Aged Care Home owned & run by Nurses
They say if you want something done right, do it yourself - so we did.

PERMANENT AND RESPITE CARE with medical and psychiatric nurses
7 Derwent St. Ringwood Nth

Call us: 9870 7393

LOW & HIGH CARE
AGED CARE - a HOME away from HOME

4 SEPTEMBER 2013

L I C E N S E D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E R S

CONSIDERING SELLING?
No charges until happily sold

(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
Fax (03) 9879 5533 Mobile 0418 347 444

Ph (03) 9879 4422 Internet: www.treeby.com.au Email: treeby@treeby

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

Lawn and Garden Care
Lawn Mowing, Brush Cutting, Weeding, 

Spraying, Hedge Cutting, 
Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning 

and any odd jobs

BRIAN COFFEY
 0410 451 589

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE – AH 9876 3624
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THE FETE IS ALWAYS A GREAT COMMUNITY EVENT, 
but this year even more so. There was a special vibe 
to it. To see so many people having so much fun, gave 
one a real lift.  I watched people talking together, en-
joying each others company.  I watched people sitting 
and appreciating the entertainment. I watched the kids 
on the big rides, screaming their heads off, and mused 
that 50years ago, I would have  been on there with 
them. This was the fete where the ride operators were 
kept busy right up until the dot of 5.00pm and teenag-
ers bought tickets for the animal farm, because they 
kept going for a few extra minutes. This was the fete 
where families sat around on the grass in the sunshine, 
in no hurry to leave. This was the fete where at 5.20pm., 
organisers are heard to say, “There are still so many 
people around”. I will remember Fete 2016 as the fete 
when nobody wanted to go home.
On behalf of all who attended the fete that day, I would 
like to say a huge “Thank you” to all those who cleaned 
up afterwards, and got the church ready for Mass on 
the Sunday morning. It would have been a mammoth 
task - goodness knows what time you would have got 
home. Congratulations on your efforts. Well done, and 
“THANKYOU” from the rest of us.

Submitted by Shelah Batson

Letter to Reverend 
Father Joe, and the 2016 
Fete Committee
Dear Father, 
Valerie and I want to congratulate you and the 2016 Fete 
Committee on the fantastic result of the recent fete.
It is not only the financial benefit, though this comes in 
handy, it is the overall “Community Spirit”, which plays 
such a major part.  All you persons, including schoolchil-
dren!  You must be justified in taking a big BOW!
You are all just incredible!
You may all rest on your laurels, but not for long, until 
the start of plans for the next ever evolving “fete”, and 
particularly the entertainment for the Parish youth’s 
participation.
We wish you well and may God look kindly on all of you

Joseph and Valerie Versteegen

Delivering Fete Flyers
By Christian Heskett
You are probably wondering how many people know about 
the fete.  Well there is a small group who are over fit who 
deliver advertisements.  They are allotted an area and they go 
to that area and deliver to every household.  There are 2 rules; 
people must not deliver their advertisement to companies 
and residential property letterboxes which have a sign of “no 
junk mail or circulars”.
This is my third year doing this job.  The first year, I did the 
boundaries of Ringwood Bypass, Loughnan Road, Eastlink, 
Warrandyte Road and delivered to 500 properties.  I did it over 
3 days, I think.
The second year, I did the boundaries of Ringwood Bypass, 
Ringwood Street, Maroondah Highway and also delivered to 
500 properties.
The 3rd year which is this year, I’ve delivered 1,289 flyers.  The 
boundaries this time were Maroondah Highway, Deep Creek 
Road, Loughnan Road, Warrandyte Road, Ringwood Bypass.
There are a lot of statistics to the third year.  There are 42 
streets in the area.  I did the whole job in 9 hours, 2 hours the 
first day, 5 hours the second day and 2 hours the third day.  I 
was given a box of 1600 folded advertisements.  16 piles, 100 
in each pile.  Before I go on, you need to be very fit to deliver 
over 1000 advertisements.  A recommended requirement 
prior to attempting this is to walk from the bottom of Mount 
Dandenong to the top of Mont Dandenong or climb up the 
1000 steps in Upper Ferntree Gully or if walking up hills is too 
hard for you, walk from Perry Road in Dandenong South to 
Carrum Beach there and back along the Dandenong Creek 
Trail.   It is 14 kilometres in length.
I did a walk with a walking group for 15 kilometres around 
Toolangi State Forest, which was hard.  You need to take this 
as a serious commitment.  You might collapse if you are not fit 
enough.
On Friday, I walked 3.2kms, on Saturday I walked 21 kilometres 
and on Sunday, I walked 12.4 kilometres.
Finally it is good that it is once per year for a couple of days, to 
complete the challenge.
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Losing my religion for equality
Clementine Ford: Jimmy Carter was right
Carter’s message: the fight continues

Women and girls have been 
discriminated against for too long 
in a twisted interpretation of the 
word of God.
I HAVE been a practising Christian all my life and a deacon and 
Bible teacher for many years. My faith is a source of strength and 
comfort to me, as religious beliefs are to hundreds of millions of 
people around the world. So my decision to sever my ties with 
the Southern Baptist Convention, after six decades, was painful 
and difficult. It was, however, an unavoidable decision when 
the convention’s leaders, quoting a few carefully selected Bible 
verses and claiming that Eve was created second to Adam and 
was responsible for original sin, ordained that women must be 
“subservient” to their husbands and prohibited from serving as 
deacons, pastors or chaplains in the military service.
This view that women are somehow inferior to men is not 
restricted to one religion or belief. Women are prevented from 
playing a full and equal role in many faiths. Nor, tragically, 
does its influence stop at the walls of the church, mosque, 
synagogue or temple. This discrimination, unjustifiably 
attributed to a Higher Authority, has provided a reason or 
excuse for the deprivation of women’s equal rights across the 
world for centuries.
At its most repugnant, the belief that women must be 
subjugated to the wishes of men excuses slavery, violence, 
forced prostitution, genital mutilation and national laws that 
omit rape as a crime. But it also costs many millions of girls and 
women control over their own bodies and lives, and continues 
to deny them fair access to education, health, employment 
and influence within their own communities.
The impact of these religious beliefs touches every aspect of 
our lives. They help explain why in many countries boys are 
educated before girls; why girls are told when and whom they 
must marry; and why many face enormous and unacceptable 
risks in pregnancy and childbirth because their basic health 
needs are not met.
In some Islamic nations, women are restricted in their 
movements, punished for permitting the exposure of an arm 
or ankle, deprived of education, prohibited from driving a car 
or competing with men for a job. If a woman is raped, she is 
often most severely punished as the guilty party in the crime.
The same discriminatory thinking lies behind the continuing 
gender gap in pay and why there are still so few women in 
office in the West. The root of this prejudice lies deep in our 
histories, but its impact is felt every day. It is not women and 
girls alone who suffer. It damages all of us. The evidence shows 
that investing in women and girls delivers major benefits for 
society. An educated woman has healthier children. She is 
more likely to send them to school. She earns more and invests 
what she earns in her family.
It is simply self-defeating for any community to discriminate 
against half its population. We need to challenge these self-

serving and outdated attitudes and practices - as we are seeing 
in Iran where women are at the forefront of the battle for 
democracy and freedom.
I understand, however, why many political leaders can be 
reluctant about stepping into this minefield. Religion, and 
tradition, are powerful and sensitive areas to challenge. 
But my fellow Elders and I, who come from many faiths and 
backgrounds, no longer need to worry about winning votes 
or avoiding controversy - and we are deeply committed to 
challenging injustice wherever we see it.
The Elders are an independent group of eminent global 
leaders, brought together by former South African president 
Nelson Mandela, who offer their influence and experience to 
support peace building, help address major causes of human 
suffering and promote the shared interests of humanity. We 
have decided to draw particular attention to the responsibility 
of religious and traditional leaders in ensuring equality and 
human rights and have recently published a statement that 
declares: “The justification of discrimination against women 
and girls on grounds of religion or tradition, as if it were 
prescribed by a Higher Authority, is unacceptable.”
We are calling on all leaders to challenge and change the 
harmful teachings and practices, no matter how ingrained, 
which justify discrimination against women. We ask, in 
particular, that leaders of all religions have the courage to 
acknowledge and emphasise the positive messages of dignity 
and equality that all the world’s major faiths share.
The carefully selected verses found in the Holy Scriptures to 
justify the superiority of men owe more to time and place - and 
the determination of male leaders to hold onto their influence 
- than eternal truths. Similar biblical excerpts could be found to 
support the approval of slavery and the timid acquiescence to 
oppressive rulers.
I am also familiar with vivid descriptions in the same Scriptures 
in which women are revered as pre-eminent leaders. During 
the years of the early Christian church women served as 
deacons, priests, bishops, apostles, teachers and prophets. It 
wasn’t until the fourth century that dominant Christian leaders, 
all men, twisted and distorted Holy Scriptures to perpetuate 
their ascendant positions within the religious hierarchy.
The truth is that male religious leaders have had - and still 
have - an option to interpret holy teachings either to exalt 
or subjugate women. They have, for their own selfish ends, 
overwhelmingly chosen the latter. Their continuing choice 
provides the foundation or justification for much of the 
pervasive persecution and abuse of women throughout 
the world. This is in clear violation not just of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights but also the teachings of Jesus 
Christ, the Apostle Paul, Moses and the prophets, Muhammad, 
and founders of other great religions - all of whom have called 
for proper and equitable treatment of all the children of God. It 
is time we had the courage to challenge these views.
OBSERVER
Jimmy Carter was president of the United States from 1977 to 
1981.
This article was published in the Observer in 2009.
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A snapshot...
Name: 
David Heath
Role in the Parish: 
•	 member	of	St	Vincent	De	Paul
•	 occasional	reader	at	mass
•	 back	up	D	class	singer	in	Choir	(that	is	me	in	the	back	row)

My earliest memory...  
I	recall	a	strange	earthy	pungent	smell	and	being	covered	
with	red	stuff	-	I	think	I	was	about	2	or	3	years	old	when	I	
experienced	it.		Many	years	ago	when	I	was	about	15	I	was	at	
my	Auntie’s	place	and	noticed	the	rose	bushes	in	her	front	yard	
were	planted	in	red	soil	with	a	hint	of	the	same	smell	-		The	
attached	picture	is	of	me	in	her	front	yard	(	it	used	to	be	our	
house)	when	I	was	about	2	years	of	age	and	perhaps	it	was	here	
that	this	memory	occurred.

At school I was always...  Getting	into	trouble	and	achieving	top	
marks	despite	myself	-	I	disliked	school	when	I	was	a	kid.

My first relationship...  Her	name	was	Leanne	-	we	were	both	about	
6	years	old	and	were	neighbours	-	what	I	remember	of	her	was	
that	she	was	pretty,	had	long	blond	hair	and	could	run	very	
fast.				

My drink of choice...  	Depending	on	mood	and	environment	-	
anything	really	but	for	beer	I	like	coopers,	red	wine	is	preferred	
and	GnTs	my	favourite	mix.

My father always told me... We	did	not	get	much	of	a	chance	to	
grow	up	together	but	I	do	remember	him	saying	to	me	to	watch	
the	ball.	

I wish I had... 	Been	more	focussed	on	learning	and	less	
determined	to	live	a	hedonistic	life…	oh	the	wasted	
opportunities.

I wish I hadn’t... Hurt	anyone,	mostly	unintentionally	but	
nevertheless	there	are	people	in	the	world	who	I	have	wronged	
and	to	whom	I	can	only	say	sorry.

My most humiliating moment... There	are	a	number	of	incidents	in	
many	but	I	could	never	put	any	of	them	to	print	as	they	are	
completely	outlandish	but	it	is	safe	to	mention	one	item	at	the	
low	end	of	the	scale	but	that	illustrates	the	item	above	-	during	
the	delivery	of	my	Mother’s	eulogy	I	mentioned	that	all	her	
friends	had	passed	away.		During	the	wake	that	followed	I	was	
approached	by	persons	who	informed	me	that	some	persons	who	

I	had	placed	with	the	dearly	departed	had	left	the	hall	and	
were	now	the	indignant	living	dead. 
My happiest moment... Getting	married	and	the	birth	of	my	
children.

At home I cook... I	can	cook	a	number	of	things	fairly	well.		My	
Mother	was	an	excellent	cook	as	is	wife	Dianne	and	I	have	
picked	up	little	things	here	and	there	observing	them.	I	must	
mention	that	I	attempted	to	make	a	sponge	cake	when	my	2	
eldest	kids	were	only	5	and	4	.		We	wanted	to	surprise	Dianne	
-	we	did	that	when	the	cake	rapidly	expanded	and	blew	the	
stove	apart	-	at	least	she	got	a	new	stove.

My favourite gadget is... 	Interesting	question	-		anything	that	
serves	it	purpose	well.		The	hammer	drill,	computer,	the	fishing	
rod	and	definitely	the	GPS	last	week	when	I	got	lost.

The book that changed my life... 	The	bible	which	I	am	reading	
for	about	the	4th	time	in	a	row	-	every	time	I	read	it	I	see	
something	different,	new,	illuminating	and	inspiring.		There	
are	parts	of	the	bible	I	used	to	think	were	obtuse,	meaningless	
or	of	little	relevance		-	how	wrong.		It	is	the	most	beautiful	
book	in	the	world.	

I’m loving... 	Being	a	Grandfather.
Friends say I am... 	Depends	on	which	friends	you	talk	to	but	I	
would	like	to	think	that	putting	aside	my	faults,	most	of	them	
probably	might	say	I	am	passionate,	generous,	loyal,	multi	
faceted,	optimistic	and	willing	to	give	most	things	a	go.		When	
possessed	of	the	spirit	of	the	moment	I	have	the	gift	of	the	gab	
and	the	ability	to	get	things	done.

If only I could... 	Ensure	every	child	is	fed	and	everyone	is	safe.		
The last big belly laugh was... 	I	cannot	recall.
What I don’t find amusing is... 	The	loss	of	societies’	moral	point	
of	reference	-	what	has	happened	to	our	collective	sense	of	
outrage?		Since	when	is	stealing	and	lying	acceptable	if	
obtaining	the	goal	justifies	the	means?		I	see	public	institutions	
of	all	types	and	across	all	spectrums	of	society	adopt	practices	
in	pursuit	of	profits,	market	domination	or	prestige	that	are	
legal	but	sometimes	unethical	and	immoral.		The	economic	
institutions	and	financial	regulation	are	all	about	growth	
and	development	but	do	little	to	address	poverty.	Our	politics	is	
focussed	on	obtaining	and	retaining	power	to	a	degree	that	is	
both	sickening	and	farcical.	

I am always being asked... 	To	take	out	the	garbage	or	give	a	
password.

My favourite game is... 	Football	when	the	dogs	win,	cricket	most	
days	and	golf	when	I	both	find	the	time	to	play	and	manage	
to	stay	on	the	fairway.	I	had	to	remove	all	card	games	from	my	
computer	as	I	realised	I	was	becoming	addicted	so	they	are	off	
my	list	and	chess	takes	too	long,	especially	when	my	grandson	
beats	me.

At the moment I am reading... 	At	any	given	point	in	time	I	am	
reading	2	or	more	books	-	at	the	moment	I	am	reading	the	
Bible,		the	Boer	War	by	Sir	Arthur	Conan	Doyle	and	Leaves	of	
Grass	-	Walt	Whitman

If I were a car I’d be... 	A	Range	Rover,	or	perhaps	on	sunny	days	
an	Aston	Martin	DB7	-	british	racing	green	of	course,	shaken	
not	stirred.

I often wonder... 	Everything	-	mostly	related	to	my	family	and	of	
more	recent	times	the	state	of	our	church.
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The Indiscriminate host
Reading the article in the Spirit magazine - Ann D Clark Lecture, 
delivered by Bishop Vincent Long, and in particular the section  
“The challenge to be an inclusive church”, I was reminded of the 
writings of John Shea, which Fr. Mogg used to share with the 
participants in the R.I.C.A., over 20 years ago. 

An excerpt from “The Indiscriminate Host” by John Shea.
At sunset, Jesus would haunt the marketplace, saluting the 
unlikely.
“You there, hurrying in the shadows!,
You there, dressed and without customers!,
You there, fearful that scorpions pop from chicken eggs, and 
fish slither into snakes!,
You there, with the eyes of Cain!,
Eat with me tonight.”
And somewhere amid the talk of weather and crops and taxes, 
came a mercy as sustaining as bread, as intoxicating as wine.
They felt like the beauty of flowers that do not toil, and the 
grace of birds who ride the wind, without the strain of their 
wings.
Now those who know the head from the foot of every table, 
were offended by this meal.
They regarded God as a knife, which divides the rotten from 
the righteous.
So they burst into the middle of forgiveness.
“Ah!, More guests!”, cried Jesus,
 “Have respect”, they threatened. “Do you know who you eat 
with?
 In the nature of things, can what is out be in, can what is last 
be first?”.
Jesus turned on them like the knife of God they believed in.
“In the nature of things, if all are in, can anyone be out, if all are 
first, can anyone be last?”
And the pure gathered their robes around them, and went 
away into a draped room, where they agreed that it was 
unpardonable of him, to make God as accessible as a village 
well.

 Submitted by Shelah Batson

If you would learn more, ask the cattle,

Seek information from the birds of the air.
The creeping things of earth will give you lessons,
And the fishes of the sea will tell you all.
There is not a single creature that does not know
That everything is of God’s making. 
God holds in power the soul of every living thing,
And the breath of every human body.

Book of Job 12:7-10 [1]

STOP PRESS
If you are enjoying reading about the wonderful 

events and exciting stories in this edition of The Spirit, 
please remember our advertisers whose financial 

support helps make it possible.  

Our advertisers offer a great range of goods and 
services, some having been supporters for many 

years. Please make yourself familiar with them and 
use and recommend their services when appropriate.

New advertisers are always sought - we publish four 
black and white hard copy editions with a print run 
of 700 per year, and each edition is uploaded in full 

colour to our parish website.

Thank you to all advertisers for their 
continued support.



In God, a poet once wrote, there is “a deep but dazzling darkness” 
– and the same could be said of the music of Leonard Cohen.
Best known for “Hallelujah,” which has been covered endlessly 
– including at the Emmys just a few days ago – the oeuvre of the 
Canadian singer-songwriter, poet, and novelist is synonymous 
with a kind of holy gloom. Cohen famously spent five years of 
seclusion in a Buddhist monastery near Los Angeles in the 1990s, 
where he confessed to a lifelong battle with depression. But from 
“If It Be Your Will” to the more recent “Come Healing,” it always 
seems to be his Jewish heritage – and the Catholic heritage of his 
native Montreal – that binds the throes of melancholy with rays 
of hope in his songs.
“You Want it Darker,” the title track from his upcoming album, 
is a distillation of this holy gloom into an unalloyed, elemental 
form. For listeners unacquainted with Cohen’s sound and its 
development, the track (produced by his son Adam) is probably 
a jarring one. Gideon Zelermyer and the Shaar Hashomayim 
Synagogue Choir of Montreal lay the vocal backdrop for a 
slappy bass and flattened drum pattern that – compared with 
overproduced singles cluttering the radio – are disorienting in 
their simplicity.
But the production is really just a canvas for Cohen to speak, and 
Cohen’s voice and lyrics are the most jarring thing of all. Like Bob 
Dylan, the 82-year-old poet has vocal cords that have coarsened 
and deepened considerably over the years, dropping down to the 
gravelly register of Tibetan throat singing – and never so much as 
on one particular word in the chorus:
“If you are the dealer, I’m out of the game
If you are the healer, it means I’m broken and lame
If thine is the glory then mine must be the shame
You want it darker, we kill the flame
Magnified, sanctified, be thy holy name
Vilified, crucified, in the human frame
A million candles burning for the help that never came
You want it darker
Hineni, hineni
I’m ready, my lord
There’s a lover in the story
But the story’s still the same
There’s a lullaby for suffering
And a paradox to blame
But it’s written in the scriptures
And it’s not some idle claim
You want it darker, we kill the flame
They’re lining up the prisoners
And the guards are taking aim
I struggled with some demons
They were middle class and tame
I didn’t know I had permission to murder and to maim
You want it darker
Hineni, hineni
I’m ready, my lord”

The song seems to carry a double meaning: We’re plunged into 
the self-darkening of evil and the natural darkening of our own 
suffering and mortality, forces which converge in the image of the 
crucifixion. But in this blackest of spaces, Cohen seems to hope 
in God as never before. The lyrics draw from both the Kaddish 
and the Lord’s Prayer, but revolve around that haunting Hebrew 
word hineni, which translates to “Here I am.” The song ends with 
Zelermyer chanting the word four times in a soaring tenor.
“Hineni has one major reference back to the Old Testament, 
relating to Abraham in God preventing him from sacrificing his 
son Isaac,” Zelermyer explained to the Montreal Gazette. “But 
in this case, I think hineni is more a reference to Leonard as 
someone trying to come to an understanding with God, someone 
reckoning with final tallies in the Book of Life: Here I am – I am 
ready.”
The Gazette notes that Cohen has been rumored to be ill. A 
journalist at NPR points out that you can even hear a sharp mid-
breath edit in the vocals to connect Cohen’s takes, speculating 
that this album might be Cohen’s swan song. “Despite the depth 
of his voice and the strength and wisdom of his writing, I discern 
a frailness… It’s sad and difficult, but as good as this is, I can 
imagine this forthcoming album as Cohen’s last statement.”
Whether or not it’s his last, “You Want it Darker” instantly takes 
its place among his greatest.

Matthew Becklo

Matthew Becklo is a husband and father, amateur 
philosopher, and cultural commentator at Aleteia 
and Word on Fire. His writing has been featured 
in First Things, The Dish, and Real Clear Religion.

Published with the kind permission 
of Elizabeth Scalia
US Editor in Chief
http://www.aleteia.org/

This article was published in Aleteia in September and I wrote and 
asked for permission to reprint because I thought it would be a 
beautiful reflection to include in our Christmas Spirit - It became 
all the more poignant on the announcement of his death.
VALE LEONARD COHEN
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Leonard Cohen faces a holy darkness in new single
His Jewish heritage – and the Catholic heritage of his native Montreal – 

binds the throes of melancholy with rays of hope in his songs
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Each year the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem hosts 
thousands of pilgrims who come to celebrate the birth of 
Christ. For Western Christians, December 25 is Christmas Day. 
For the Orthodox churches it is January 6 and for the Armenian 
Apostolic Church it is January 18. But wherever we are, we 
remember that it all began in the little town of Bethlehem.
Approaching it across the square, it looks more like a fortress 
than a church. When you get closer, you will look in vain for 
a majestic doorway leading into one of Christianity’s great 
historic churches. You can still trace the outline of the original 
great door, but today, only one person can enter at a time, 
bowing very low to squeeze through the narrow passage. This 
is how pilgrims first encounter the Basilica of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem, the world’s “Christmas Church.” The great entrance 
was reduced to its present size, it is said, to prevent looters 
from driving their carts into the church, or to stop horsemen 
disrupting services.
The first church commemorating the birth of Jesus here was 
consecrated in 339. It was one of three churches built on the 
orders of the newly converted Emperor Constantine to give 
pleasure to his Christian mother, Helena. Helena had embarked 
on a pilgrimage to the places associated with Jesus in Palestine 
and wanted places of prayer to be established at them for 
future pilgrims. The most important and most magnificent was 
the Basilica of the Resurrection in Jerusalem that incorporated 
into a marvellous complex the place of Jesus’ crucifixion and of 
his tomb. Another church on the Mount of Olives, the Eleona, 
commemorated his Ascension. Little trace of it remains today. 
It was destroyed by the Persians in 614. A modern church, the 
‘Pater Noster’, stands on the site today, reflecting a tradition 
that Jesus had taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer there.
Little of Constantine’s basilica at Bethlehem remains, apart 
from some pillars and part of the original floor mosaic, exposed 
to view at several points around the church. The present 
church was substantially rebuilt by another emperor, Justinian, 
who reigned from 527 to 565. Justinian was as determined 
as Constantine to put his stamp on the Holy Land. He built a 
great church, the Nea, in honour of the Mother of Jesus near 
the site of the Jerusalem temple, another on Mount Gerazim 
in Samaria and a third in Tiberias on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. Little trace of them remain, apart from some ruins of 
the Nea which came to light during archaeological excavations 
in Jerusalem in the 1970s and fragments of the Mount Gerazim 
church.
Justinian was a tough task-master. It is said that when he first 
saw the newly constructed building at Bethlehem, he was 
enraged that it did not measure up to the architect’s promises, 
so he accused him of embezzling the building funds and 
ordered him to be beheaded! Although many of its features 
have suffered damage in the 1500 years of the church’s life, 
it remains a striking monument to the industry and art of its 
builders.
It is modelled on the design of an ancient Roman basilica, or 
place of public assembly. A double row of columns on each 
side divides the space into five aisles – a larger central place of 
assembly, with two narrower aisles on each side. The sanctuary 
of the church is now cut off from the nave by an 18th century 

iconostasis, or screen ornamented with icons that encloses the 
sanctuary area of an Orthodox church.
The church of Bethlehem was spared by the Persians, who 
invaded in 614, because, it is said they recognised the Magi in a 
mosaic on the facade as fellow countrymen who were wearing 
the same costume as themselves! The Crusaders brought new 
life to it for about a century. They added to its decorations 
including on a pillar.
It is said that Irishman Buck Whaley of Hell-fire Club fame came 
to the Holy Land in 1789 to win a bet. His father had been 
such a notorious ‘priest-hunter’ in penal times that he was 
nicknamed “Burn Chapel Whaley.” Buck was charmed by the 
hospitality of the friars. “We were attended all the morning by 
these innocent men” he wrote, “and at one, an excellent dinner 
was prepared for us, consisting of at least 30 dishes.”
The church today is shared by three major Christian 
denominations — the Orthodox, the Armenians and the 
Roman Catholics. The Orthodox controls most of the basilica 
and the Armenians have a small area in the main church.
The Latins (as Roman Catholics are known in the Holy Land)
have an altar in the grotto of the Nativity, which is shared by all 
three, and three additional chapels in the underground area, 
including one reputed to be the cell of St Jerome where he 
translated the bible. A large church, dedicated to St Catherine 
of Alexandria, is attached to the basilica, where the Franciscan 
friars, who manage the Holy Places, celebrate the daily office 
and Eucharist.
This might seem on paper a perfect example of Christian 
ecumenical sharing. The reality is very different. Relations 
between the three communities have a very complex history. 
The Armenians parted company with the Great Church over a 
dispute about the nature of Christ which came to a head at the 
Council of Chalcedon in 451. Latins and Greeks split in 1054 
over some relatively trivial issues. Relations were not helped 
by history, including the arrival of Islam in the seventh century. 
The European Crusaders travelling to liberate the Holy Places 
often pillaged Orthodox cities on their way.
Relations between the churches today are governed by 
an agreement known as the Status Quo. It goes back to the 
Crimean War, one of whose causes was ostensibly, the plight of 
Christians in the Turkish Ottoman Empire. Every act is regulated 
by the way it was in the mid-19th century. Each group jealously 
guards what it considers its territory. Riots between groups 
of brush-wielding clerics have often broken out because 
someone may have ventured into someone else’s territory. The 
Franciscans mark out their territory each day with a procession 
that has the same boundary-marking objective as an Orange 
march in a Northern Ireland village. Access to the Grotto of the 
Nativity is by a steep stairway under the sanctuary. In the small 
narrow space are a few altars.
The main one, for the Orthodox, marks the spot of the birth. 
Under the table-shaped altar, hang lamps tended by all three 
communities. On the floor, a silver star bears the inscription 
Hic de Virgine Maria Iesus Christus natus est (here of the virgin 
Mary was born Jesus Christ). Nearby, another altar marks the 
place where the crib stood. At another altar, Latin rite priests 

Birth of Bethlehem
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may celebrate Mass, but only very early in the morning.
How historically reliable is the claim that this is the site of 
Jesus’ birth?
All the holy places began life as places where pilgrims 
assembled to hear the biblical story associated with the 
spot, and, through the Eucharist, to relive the wonder of 
Christ’s presence. The Holy Places make no infallible claim 
to be the exact spot. Nevertheless, there are good grounds 
for the links between these places and the gospel stories 
they commemorate. Excellent archaeological evidence, for 
example, supports the claim that the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre encloses both Calvary and the Lord’s tomb. All we 
know from the gospel is that Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
and laid in a manger.
Caves were used for stabling cattle in the Bethlehem area. This 
particular spot was venerated less than three hundred years 
after the event: is it likely the association was based on some 
genuine local memory? We cannot be sure, but the visitor to 
Bethlehem and its surrounding country will never read the 
Christmas story the same way.
In 2012, the Church of the Nativity was placed by UNESCO on 
the list of World Heritage Sites. The same year, it was placed 
on another list of heritage sites in danger. The roof is letting 
in water, rotting the beams and damaging the mosaics on the 
walls beneath. The danger to the fabric of the building has 
driven the three churches to come together to seek a solution. 
They were persuaded by the Palestinian President, Mahmoud 
Abbas, in 2010 to allow Italian craftsmen, structural engineers 
and wood scientists, to begin the first major restoration of the 
roof since it was rebuilt in 1479.
The restoration of the roof has been successful, but much 
more needs to be done, especially on internal features such 
as the historic mosaics and the stone work of the pillars. 
Restoration work is expensive and the Palestinian Authority 
has limited resources. Fortunately, some European countries 
have made generous donations, both financial and scientific. 
But after so many centuries of neglect, it will be many years 
before the birth place of the Lord will be restored to its former 
glory.

Brendan McConvery CSsR
Reality

Reprinted with permission
Check out the Majellan website:  https://www.majellan.org.au
Majellan Publications is the focus of the Redemptorists publishing 
apostolate in Australia, providing strength, inspiration and 
consolation to people on their Christian journey.
They have much to offer.

The Parish Journey to the Holy Land and Jordan
When I read this article from the Majellan, I thought how 
appropriate it would be for this Christmas as many travellers 
begin the preparations for the parish Journey to The Holy Land 
and Jordan in September 2017.
I had not ever really considered travelling to Israel, and I love to 
travel.  There are many parts of the Middle East I should like to 
see because of the historical significance, but for some obscure 
reason had not ever thought about visiting Israel.
Mary Ryan’s experience when she journeyed there to study, 
and subsequently wrote about for The Spirit, gave me pause 
to think, maybe I should go ONE DAY, and then the parish trip 
appeared on the horizon.
I was a bit reluctant at first, those of you who know me are 
aware that I do not do Holy well, but the more I thought about 
it the more I felt it was an opportunity that was being gifted to 
me, and I should take that opportunity  whilst I could.
Further confirmation came in the shape of an easing of my 
financial situation and I just thought God means me to go! (I 
am very flexible about discerning what I think God might want 
me to do!)
I am now looking forward to the journey with excitement and 
a degree of trepidation – I find God generally has something 
else in mind that I don’t necessarily want to consider  - But 
what an opportunity it is!
So if you too have been thinking maybe, maybe not I really do 
urge you to take the leap of faith like me – Who knows what 
we may discover about the origins of our Christianity , and the 
really terrifying part, what we might discover about ourselves 
and what mission may still await us...
Either way, it’s a great opportunity – Something to contemplate 
over Christmas if it is a possibility for you.
For those of you for whom this is not a possibility, could we 
ask you to pray for us that we may bring back to you, our 
community, a great sense of renewal and purpose to use in 
strengthening our parish.
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Christ the King
Luke 23. 35-43
And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 
him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the 
Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are 
the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription 
over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him 
and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 
But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we 
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 
Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me 
in Paradise.’
Reflection
Three years ago I met Jesus. I was studying Mark’s gospel and 
the lecturer asked us to do our own reading and commentary 
on the text. I met him early. It was chapter 1:40 that he came 
to life. A leper appears and says: “If you choose you can make 
me clean”. Jesus according to the translation is moved with 
compassion – and the footnote says ‘anger’ – and reaches out 
and touches him. He simultaneously has compassion for the 
leper and anger at the Priestly led religion that isolates and 
marginalises sufferers of the so called ‘unclean’ disease. I like 
this bloke. He is urgent, tempestuous, and profligate about his 
own health, disregarding any possible infection from touching 
the diseased one. We never learn the name of the leper. As the 
gospels unfold Jesus meets lots more unnamed victims and 
reaches out. Isn’t it interesting that there is a Samaritan woman, 
a woman with a haemorrhage, a centurion, now two ‘criminals’, 
none named? Jesus meets ordinary people and reaches out. 
I also like to think of Jesus in another way, as a swagman. 
Remember the story he tells of foxes having dens to sleep in but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head [Lk 9:58]. He had 
mates and they toured about living off the land and camping 
the night wherever. I think of these blokes and women sitting 
beside a campfire on a cold night sharing damper and perhaps 
a local ‘red’ out of a wineskin. I do it once a week with friends in 
Alice at the Campfire in the Heart, where at least there is damper!  
It’s a very heartening time. 

Richard Rohr wrote recently about the Jesus message. He 
quotes John 6:51 The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of 
the world. He continues: 

“Jesus the Christ did not talk in this truly shocking way so we 
could worship bread and wine. He came so that we would 
recognize his presence in all things, not just in the human 
body of Jesus, not just in the human body of God’s people (1 
Corinthians 12:12ff), but even in the nurturing elements of 
the earth, symbolized by the ubiquitous food of bread and 
wine (1 Corinthians 11:23ff), and therefore to the very edges 
of creation (Romans 8:19)”. 

Jesus is the living incarnation of God and so you see my delight in 
seeing him feasting with his mates by the fire on the ubiquitous 
meal delivered by the creation. God enjoying the fruits of God’s 
creation.
We come to the Feast of Christ the King. The story has come full 
circle. In this text Jesus is asked to save himself – not someone 
else! Again the interlocutor is unnamed, merely described as a 
criminal. What sort of criminal? I reckon, because it was a Roman 
execution, that they were most likely zealots, local freedom 
fighters opposed, as Jesus was, to the Roman occupation. 
Stands to reason to execute three revolutionarieson the same 
day. And Jesus wants to reach out and touch them as he did 
the leper, but he can’t his hands were tied,so to speak. However, 
he touches both with his words –“today you will be with me in 
paradise”. Note today, not tomorrow after we die, but today, 
Now. Just like the leper was instantly cured and straightaway 
knew what the Kingdom of Heaven was all about, the blokes on 
the crosses also immediately knew what the Kin-dom of heaven 
was all about. [By the way why do we call one the ‘good’ thief 
and the other by not calling him anything supposedly the ‘bad’ 
thief. I would imagine that once he hears Jesus’ words that he 
too perceives the nature of the Kingdom]. Yet the idea of the 
Kingdom of Heaven and the title Christ the King are misleading. 
The Kin-dom of Heaven is the new sort of relationship that Jesus 
offers to all of God’s KIN. The people Jesus lived rough with as 
they wandered the Hills of Palestine and shared the damper, the 
unnamed victims of rampant injustice in Judea and Galilee, the 
so called criminals who fought for Freedom from the foreigner 
and with whom he shares a horrible death are Kin, indeed these 
are the special ones in the KIN-DOM. And this Kin-dom spreads 
to the very edges of creation. Christ is the Innovator [I want to 
use that rather than King] of a new way of doing relationships 
– starting at the bottom and going sideways in order to go up. 
Lucky for us!
Thank you to Mike Bowden for another thoughtful reflection.
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After retiring from Catholic Education and from being a 
Principal  for 30 years, (under maiden name  Joan Parkes ) I had 
a whole different life to plan and things to do. 
I volunteered at Vinnies Call Centre 2 days a week. I did this for 
8 years until earlier this year. People began to notice that I was 
short of breath. I dropped back to 1day a week. Unfortunately 
I began to have coughing fits which is not helpful when one is 
on the phone! 
So I started on the medical path to find out what was wrong 
with me... if anything !
The shortness of breath became a serious gasping for breath. 
I lost count of the number of CT scans I have had earlier this 
year. In early August I took the latest scans to my Respiratory 
Specialist. She was shocked! I had a serious lung condition and 
was hospitalised immediately at the  Valley Private hospital. 
I was there for 15 days including 2days in ICU after a lung 
biopsy. I was on oxygen most of the time. The results confirmed 
serious lung infection and blood clots. (no cancer)
I now live accordingly... slowly. I can’t walak anywhere without 
shortness of breath. I read a lot of books and watch a lot of TV. 
All that makes me very lethargic and very tired !!! 
My husband George is a wonderful carer. We celebrated our 
25th wedding Anniversary last December  and we didn’t see 
this coming a few months later. 
Unfortunately, my diagnosis came within 10 days of the 
Passing of his beautiful son, Michael, after a 3 year battle of 
brain tumour and stroke. 
Now, of course I am unable to be actively involved in the 
wonderful Holy Spirit  community and am so grateful to Tina 
for her Communion visits and for the prayers and good wishes 
of so many. 
Inactivity is SO not me. 
I love the Serenity Prayer... It hangs on our kitchen wall. 
Lord
Grant me the Serenity to accept the things I cannot change
The Courage to change the things I can
And Wisdom to know the difference  between the two. 

Joan Plostins

Illness and Inactivity

Short Course in Melbourne: 
“The Passion of Jesus”

Dear all,
I’m writing to let you know about the next ACU Short 
Course in Theology in March 2017. The topic is “The 
Passion of Jesus”. 
This Short Course will explore the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus’ suffering and death, and the theological meaning 
of his passion. Speakers include Rev. Prof. Frank Moloney, 
Dr. Michael Theophilos, and Dr. Drasko Dizdar.
Dates
Wednesday evenings: 8, 15, 22 and 29 March, 2017.
Time
6-8pm
(Refreshments from 6pm, lecture starts at 6:30pm).
Venue
Christ Lecture Theatre, Australian Catholic University, 
115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy.
Fees
•	 $100	for	those	requiring	a	Certificate	of	Attendance*
•	 $50	attendance	only
* This Course has been approved for 6 hours towards 
“Accreditation to Teach in a Catholic School” (4 hours 
for Category C and 2 hours for Category A) by Catholic 
Education Melbourne.
For more information, please visit: http://www.acu.edu.
au/theology/shortcourses
Registration is essential and closes Monday, 6 March. 
Please register at: 
http://www.acu.edu.au/about_acu/faculties,_institutes_
and_centres/theology_and_philosophy/theology/
short_courses/melbourne/passion
For more information, or to discuss alternative methods 
of payment, please email myself or shortcourses.ftp@
acu.edu.au.
Best wishes,
Dr. Joel Hodge

Hong Kong Super-Moon

How often do we take the time to enjoy ‘the gifts of life’ like 
this wonderful photo of the recent Supermoon?

Thank you to a parishioner for submitting this. 
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Here is the missing Number 14 from 
Movies on Mercy that we published last 
edition.  
How many of the list have you watched? 
14. City Lights (1931), Charlie Chaplin
City Lights, arguably Chaplin’s crowning achievement as a 
filmmaker and film star, depicts a romance between his famed 
Tramp character and a blind flower girl. As always, Chaplin’s 
social consciousness shines through the picture; the film’s 
comic set-pieces focus on the Tramp’s misadventures with an 
alcoholic millionaire, who repeatedly flips from intoxicated 
generosity to sober cruelty in a hilarious depiction of the fickle 
attitudes of the wealthy toward the unfortunate.  The film’s 
heart-wrenching finale mingles the bitterness of sacrifice 
with the rewards of generosity in a breathtakingly powerful 
sequence of simple images.

Ryan Holt

So we have 28 days to prepare for Christmas.
I’ve written at other times on the spiritual gift of silence and 
the blessed waiting we’re supposed to cultivate during this 
season of Advent. However, it is so easy - when we consider all 
we have to do in the coming weeks - to become consumed by 
the to-do list.
So I created this reminder to help me be mindful, to be more 
like a candle burning than a blinking LED light.
(Ironically it takes the shape of a to-do list, but it’s more of a 
“how to be” list).
I hope it helps each of us, when the busy-ness of life threatens 
to make us feel, that “it’s all too much, and I have no room in 
the inn.”
12)  Give alms. Whether by donating things or treasure, give 

a gift to those in need, taking from what you planned to 
spend. It will retool your thinking, and help you recognize 
your own tremendous gifts.

11)  Read. Reading even a children’s book quiets the mind, 
because you cannot multi-task when reading. So read 
to your children or your spouse or yourself. It can be a 
Christmas book or another book, but it will help you stop, 
and be still.

10)  Pray. It seems flippant, too easy an answer, but it is the 
actual way in which things change, in which we can be 
changed, to be more like Mary than Martha. (I’m always in 
danger of being overwhelmed and anxious about many 
things.)

9)  Listen. Put on Christmas music. It will brighten the house 
and again, allow you to keep going with a constant 
reminder of why you are doing all of this; (Tip: Get some 
good stuff so you’re not stuck with the station playing a 
54-song track including three versions of Santa Baby and 
Last Christmas.)

8)  Make a list. Santa does this, and he gets much more done 
in one day than you do. So stop pretending you have to 
keep everything in your head. The think-system doesn’t 
work for your kids, and it doesn’t work for you. Write it 
down. It will help with the prioritizing of things.

7)  Call a friend. Pick a friend a day, say hello, say you’re 
thinking of them, say you miss them, and listen to what’s 
going on in their lives. Be present.

6)  Write a letter. No one gets mail anymore. It’s a treasure. 
It also gives the opportunity to let someone know how 
important they are to you.

5)  Take a nap or go to bed early. Exhaustion leads to anger, 
despair, overeating, overspending, overreacting — being 
unable to give of one’s self.

4)  Exercise. I know I hate it. I know it’s good for me. It also is 
a proven de-stressing technique.

3)  Pick a person in your family each day to do something 
for, so as to show that person without telling them, how 
much you love them. Also, tell them you love them with 
words.

2)  When the list threatens to overwhelm, ask for help. If 
you tend to wait till the tipping point for this, don’t. It’s a 
lot easier to ask for help when you are not overwhelmed, 
than to feel desperate and begging.

1)  Go to adoration. You’ll be imitating the shepherds, kings 
and angels, coming to adore Him.

Advent will speed by, but by doing these things, you will spend 
the time as you should - waiting for the day of Our Savior’s 
birth, as for someone we’ve always loved, but whom we’ve yet 
to see face to face.

See more at: http://aleteia.org/2016/11/27/12-things-to-do-to-
be-more-mindful-this-advent/#sthash.Ckqb5HMO.dpuf

12 Ways to be more mindful this Advent
Here’s how to spend the 28 days before Christmas in the right frame of mind.

Sherry Antonetti - November 27, 2016

10 SEPTEMBER 2013

We offer our condolences 
to all those in our community 
who have experienced the loss 

of a loved one. 

May it comfort you to know 
your community holds you in 

their prayers and hearts.

 

A Blessing
Who amongst us hasn’t had to agonise over this 
most difficult of decisions, then wondered for 

days (or more) later, 
What if…? 

If if should be…

If it be that I grow frail and weak,
And pain should wake me from my sleep,

Then you must do what must be done,
For this last battle can’t be won.

You will be sad -- I understand,
Don’t let your grief then stay your hand.

For this day, more than all the rest,
Your love and friendship stand the test.

We’ve had so many happy years,
What is to come will hold no fears,
You’d not want me to suffer ... so

When the time comes, please let me go.

Take me where all my needs they’ll tend,
BUT STAY WITH ME UNTIL THE END.

And hold me firm and speak to me
Until my eyes no longer see.

I know in time you too will see
It is a kindness you do to me.

Although my tail its last has waved,
From pain and suffering I’ve been saved.

Do not grieve that it should be you
Who must decide this thing to do.

We’ve been so close -- we two -- these years,
Don’t let your heart hold any tears.

Anon.
contributed by Gail Gaine

Grandparents’  
Answering Machine Message

Good morning…At present we are not at home, but please 
leave your message after you hear the beep.
beeeeeppp…
If you are one of our children, dial 1 and then select the 
option from 1 to 5 in order of “birth date” so we know who 
it is.
If you need us to stay with the children, press 2
If you want to borrow the car, press 3
If you want us to wash your clothes and do ironing, press 
4
If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, press 5
If you want us to pick up the kids at school, press 6
If you want us to prepare a meal for Sunday or to have it 
delivered to your home, press 7
If you want to come to eat here, press 8
If you need money, press 9
If you are going to invite us to dinner or take us to the 
theatre, start talking…we are listening!!!!!!!!!!

Ann Gysbert 70 years, Pauline Bushell 90 years.

Shirley, Mary, Teresa, Val

Dina, Ann, Cathie

Sirley O’Brien 90 years
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Polish sociologist Zygmunt Bauman frames the upheaval across 
the globe as symptomatic of the diffusion of fear.
In Western Europe it has been a summer of great change and 
discontent.
The European Union is facing major upheaval as the United 
Kingdom gets ready to withdraw its membership, in the process 
possibly jeopardising the composition of the country itself. 
In fact, under the surface, people across Europe seem to be on 
edge. As European nations deal with migration and various 
economic uncertainties, the political landscape is changing, and a 
feeling that old social structures are being replaced or challenged 
is widespread.
It’s the same for the United States, where the race for the White 
House is anything but ordinary. Political rhetoric this year is 
tougher and there’s a feeling the country is seriously divided on 
race and economic prosperity.
What has brought us to this situation? And what are the possible 
scenarios going forward?
We are walking as if on a minefield. We are aware that the 
field is full of explosives, but we can’t tell where there will be 
an explosion and when. There are no solid structures around 
us on which we can rely, in which we can invest our hopes and 
expectations. Even the most powerful governments, very often, 
cannot deliver on their promise. They don’t have enough power 
to do so.

- Zygmunt Bauman
One of the most prominent thinkers of our time is Zygmunt 
Bauman.
Born in Poland 90 years ago, he has thought and written 
extensively about the modern era, and what it is doing to us, 
coining the phrase, “liquid fear” - a tangible feeling of anxiety that 
has only vague contours but is still acutely present everywhere.
We sit down with Zygmunt Bauman on Talk to Al Jazeera and take 
a step back to discuss what is happening in the world.
“Liquid fear,” Bauman explains, “means fear flowing on our own 
court, not staying in one place but diffuse. And the trouble with 
liquid fear, unlike the concrete specific danger which you know 
and are familiar with, is that you don’t know where from it will 
strike.
“We are walking, that’s my favourite metaphor, as if on a minefield. 
We are aware that the field is full of explosives, but we can’t tell 
where there will be an explosion and when. There are no solid 
structures around us all on which we can rely, in which we can 
invest our hopes and expectations. Even the most powerful 
governments, very often, cannot deliver on their promise. They 
don’t have enough power to do so.”
Bauman discusses different relational structures - the personal, the 
employer-employee dynamic and people and their governments 
- and the precariousness which defines them today.
“On every level of human life, you have the same situation. 
Uncertainty,” he says.
Dangers have always existed, Bauman argues, but today things 
are different. He says we live in a state of “continuous uncertainty, 
which makes us afraid”.
Bauman also discusses the proliferation of populist politicians. 
In answering why Donald Trump has amassed such a following, 
Bauman says it partly boils down to this:
“There are two crucial values without which human life is simple 
inconceivable. One is security, a measure of security, feeling safe. 
The other is freedom, ability to self-assert, to do what you really 
would like to do and so on. They are both necessary. Security 
without freedom is slavery. Freedom without security is complete 

chaos where you are lost, abandoned, you don’t know what to do.
Hospitality possibilities are not limitless. And the human ability 
to endure suffering and rejection is not limitless either. So we 
have to exercise what is called empathy, but ... unfortunately 
there is no shortcut solution ... Dialogue is a long, long process. 
Coming to an understanding takes some time - the whole 
generation or even more than one generation - so we have to 
brace ourselves for a very difficult time coming.

- Zygmunt Bauman
“So you need a measure of one and the other. We are incredibly 
more free than our grandfathers or great grandfathers were. But 
we paid the price. We had to exchange it for security.”
Now, he says, “People find themselves uneasy, lost, incapable of 
acting with certainty, with assurance. What’s happening today, 
I think, is the turning of the pendulum. Among other things, it 
means Donald Trump. Donald Trump is in the limelight because 
who knows, perhaps the future president of the great United 
States. But you see the same trend in virtually every other country.”
Increasingly, Bauman says, people want politicians who assert: 
“Give me the power and I will take responsibility for your future.”
According to Bauman, such leaders are capitalising on the feeling 
that “democracy is very strong in its mouth but not in its deeds”.
The memory of totalitarianism and strong leaders has faded 
among a younger generation, he says, so the current stage we 
find ourselves in means that many people accept the rhetoric of 
politicians such as Trump.
People are looking for “magic” in leadership, which he says is a 
waste of time, but “understandable” in the current climate.
Bauman talks about those facing the largest uncertainty in our 
time: the refugees fleeing war and seeking new to build new lives 
in Europe. 
He says there is a “psychological explanation” for what he deems a 
nervous reaction in Europe to refugees coming to the EU. 
“These people who are coming now are refugees not from 
people hungry, without bread and water. [They are] people who 
yesterday were proud of their homes, were proud of their position 
in society, were very often very well educated, very well-off and 
so on. But they are refugees now...
Refugees, he says, “embody all our fears” of losing everything. 
“Yesterday they were very powerful back in their country, like we 
are here [in Europe] today. 
“I think the shock is only beginning,” Bauman says.
Bauman sees both sides of the story. “Hospitality possibilities are 
not limitless. And the human ability to endure their suffering and 
rejection is not limitless either. So we have to exercise what is 
called empathy, but - and that’s a big but - unfortunately, going 
through that, there is no shortcut solution ... dialogue is a long, 
long process. Coming to an understanding takes some time, the 
whole generation, even more than one generation, so we have to 
brace ourselves for a very difficult time coming.”
He says: “You have to accept this is the situation. Let us come 
together and find a solution.”

Source: Al Jazeera
I was unable to contact Al Jazeera for permission to reprint this 
article, however, I find this website a very useful resource in getting 
some truly “International” news. Of course, every story has its 
authors bias so it’s up to you to form you r own opinions, but they do 
have some interesting stories. Maybe you would like to read some of 

their articles too –  www.aljazeera.com

Zygmunt Bauman: 
Behind the world’s ‘crisis of humanity’
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The Parish collects personal information, including sensitive 
information, to enable the Parish to:

•	 inform	you	about	the	Parish	and	its	activities

•	 assist	 the	 Parish	 in	 better	 servicing	 yourself,	 your	 fellow	
parishioners and the Parish community

•		 provide	 religious	 services	 to	 the	 Parish	 community	
including administering the sacraments and pastoral care 
to the faithful, including to children of the faithful

•		 promote	 the	 activities	of	 the	Parish.	 	 In	particular	 this	 is	
done via this web site, and newsletters such as The Word 
and The Spirit Magazine.

Information may need to be collected to allow the Parish to 
meet its legal obligations, to provide care for children while 
under the Parish’s supervision and to discharge its duty of 
care. If you reside in the Parish or otherwise use its services, 
the information may also be used to solicit donations and/or 
request and engage your services as a volunteer from time to 
time. As a member of the faithful or someone who wishes to 
become a member of or participate in the Parish, you agree 
that the Parish will be collecting information about your 
religious affiliation or beliefs.

The Parish may need to disclose your personal information 
to third parties for administrative and fundraising purposes 
such as to other Parishes, the Archdiocese, medical 
practitioners and people providing services to schools, 
including volunteers. If you ask us to send your personal 
information overseas you agree that the Parish will have 
no control over the information disclosed and cannot 
ensure that an overseas recipient handles that information 
in accordance with the Privacy Act. If we do not receive the 
information requested, we may not be able to provide our 
services, such as administering the sacraments or supervising 
and providing care to children.

Any consents that are required for the use and disclosure of 
the personal information collected about children will be 
sought from their parents or guardians unless the child is 15 
years or more, in which case the Parish may seek the child’s 
consent if it considers this appropriate in all the particular 
circumstances.

For more information about how the Parish handles your 
personal information, how to access and correct it, how to 
make a complaint and how we handle complaints, see our 
Privacy Policy at www.holyspiritparish.org.au/PrivacyPolicy

COLLECTION NOTICE

We all know language changes over time, but reading this from 
“The Sports and pastimes of the People of England” by Joseph Strutt 
– First Published in 1801 it is surprising how many are still relevant!
A Host of Angels,  A Company of Archers
A Knot of Astrologers, a Thought of Barons, A Fighting of Beggars, 
a Bench of Bishops, a Blush of Boys, a Feast of Brewers, a band of 
Brothers, a Pack of Brownies, a Goring of Butchers, a Draught of 
Butlers, a Crew of Cameraman, a Slate of Candidates, a Chapter of 
Canons, a Conclave of Cardinals, an Embruing of Carvers, a Troop 
of Cavalry, a Class of Children, a Synod of Clergy, a Drunkenship 
of Cobblers, a Ring of Conspirators, a Temperance of Cooks, 
a Threatening of Courtiers, a Posse of Cowboys, a Trinket of 
Cordwainers, a Guild of Craftsmen, a Gang of Criminals, a Pack of 
Cubs, an Incredibility of Cuckolds, a Charge of Curates, a Chorus 
of Dancers, a Corp of Diplomats, a Board of Directors, a Doctrine 
of Doctors, a Confederacy of Dunces, a Panel of Experts, a Team 
of Footballers, a Stalk of Forresters, a Lodge of Freemasons, a 
Skulk of Friars, a Circle of Friends, a Company of Gentlemen, a 
Board of Governors, a Party of Guests, a Troop of Gypsies,a Herd 
of Harlots, a Melody of Harpers, an Observance of Hermits, a 
Family of Humans, a Blast of Hunters, a Multiplying of Husbands, 
a Congregation of Hypocrites, a Group of Individuals, a battalion 
of Infantry, a Sentence of Judges, a Damning of Jurors, a Netful of 
Knaves, a Route of Knights, an Eloquence of Lawyers, an Illusion 
of Magicians, a Bench of Magistrates, a Bevy of Maidens, a Faith 
of Merchants, a Diligence of Messengers, a Fraunch of Millers, 
a Devoutness of Monks, a Side of Morris Dancers, a Cortege of 
Mourners, an Ensemble of Musicians, a Tribe of Natives, a Colony 
of Nudists, an Holiness of Nuns, an Execution of Officers, a 

Crowd of Onlookers, a Laughter of Ostlers, a Lying of Pardoners, 
a Malepertness of Pedlars, a Throng of People, an Assembly of 
Persons, a College of Physicians, a Poverty of Pipers, a Troupe of 
Players, a Body of police, a Safeguard of Porters, a Converting of 
Preachers, a Pontifica of Prelates, a Discretion of Priests, a State 
of Princes, a Chapel of Printers, a Pity of Prisoners, a Mob of 
Protestors, a Pack of Rakes, a Set of Relatives, a Cavalcade of Riders, 
a Band of Robbers, a Crew of Sailors, a Patrol of Scouts, a Subtlety 
of Sergeants, an Obeisance of Servants, a Choir of Singers,  a 
platoon of Soldiers, an Untruth of Sompners, a Provision of 
Stewards, A Disguising of tailors, a Skulk of Thieves, a Wandering 
of Tinkers, a Drove of Tourists, a Collection of Trainspotters, a 
cluster of Twitchers, a Pool of Typists, a Seat of Ushers, a gang 
of Varlets, a Prudence of Vicars, a Stream of Visitors, an Army of 
Washerwomen, a Coven of Witches, a Nonpatience of Wives, a 
Commune of Workers, a Force of Workmen, a Worship of Writers.
COLLECTIVE NOUNS for  ANIMALS, BIRDS, FISH & INSECTS.
First published by Joseph Strutt 1801.
A Shrewdness of Apes, a pace of Asses, a Troop of baboons, a 
Cete of Badgers, a Sloth of Bears, A Drove of Beasts, a Swarm of 
bees, a Flock of Birds, a Singular of Boars, an Obstinacy of Buffalo, 
a Bellowing of Bullfinches, a Drove of Bullocks, a Clowder of 
Cats, an Army of Caterpillars, a Peep of Chickens, a Chattering 
of Choughs, a Bed of Cockles,  a Shoal of Cod, a Rake of Colts, a 
Covet of Coots, a Bask of Crocodiles, a Murder of Crows, a Litter 
of Cubs, a Herd of Curlew, a Cowardice of Curs, a Mob of Deer, a 
Kennel of Dogs, a School of Dolphins, a piteousness of Doves, a 
Paddling of Ducks, a Fling of Dunlin, a Convocation of Eagles, a 
parade of Elephants, a Herd of Elk, a Busyness of Ferrets.

Do you know your collective nouns?
Here’s a little something for the holiday season – How many do you know?
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The reader must have the book open to follow the commentary.
The first two parts of this commentary can be found on the parish 
website.
So far we have commented on the letters to the churches, the 
heavenly temple and the Lamb and the scroll. Now we go on to:

Part 3 - The Scroll Vision
The Heavenly Temple - Chapter 4
Having dealt with the churches (on the ground as it were) John 
now talks of his heavenly visions for the rest of the book. “Always, 
however, his concern will be with their earthly repercussion.” 
(Revelation, Harrington, p.81)
John sees a door open and hears a voice like a trumpet bidding him 
to come in and see what will take place hereafter. He sees a throne, 
the symbol of divine sovereignty which will dominate his vision.
He did not see God but the one on the throne appeared like brilliant 
jewels as in Ezekiel 1. Around the throne were twenty four elders 
also seated on thrones. The white robes symbolize victory, the gold 
crowns symbolize kingship. “As kings and priests they represent 
in heaven the ‘royal house of priests’ (1:6),that is, God’s people.” 
(Harrington, p. 82). Remember that everyone who is baptized is 
priest and king.
Lightning and thunder are usual for appearances of God as in the 
event of Mt Sinai.
The four living creatures, lion, ox, human, eagle symbolize the 
physical world. They were believed by some commentators to 
represent the four evangelists but this is wholly fanciful, though it 
became a popular belief. The image of six wings comes from Isaiah 
6:2.
Isaiah 6:3 was the inspiration for the canticle in verse 8, the first of 
many canticles in the work, based on early Christian hymns, praising 
God the Creator.“The Creator is worthy of all honour; he deserves to 
be worshipped in our earthly liturgy. This vision might inspire us to 
more fitting celebration.” (Harrington, p.82)

The Lamb and the Scroll - Chapter 5
The right hand symbolizes authority. Seals for important documents 
were common. John draws on Ezekiel 2:1-3:9 for this vision, but 
whereas Ezekiel was told to go only to the Israelites, John is now 
going to Gentiles.
John is told the scroll will be opened by the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, but the Lion turns out to be the slain Lamb. “This is why the 
Lamb is John’s definitive name for Christ.” (Harrington, p.87) 
The twenty four elders sang a new song written for the occasion, 
joined by many angels, a song of praise for the Lamb and God 
seated on the throne. Then all the creatures of the world sing praise 
to God and the Lamb and the four living creatures agree with ‘Amen’.

The Seven Seals
When the seals are broken, a series of plagues begins. John here is 
echoing what is said in the synoptic gospels which describe the end 
times, particularly Luke 21:25. However, John draws mostly from 
the Old Testament. The four horsemen are the angels who survey 
the world. See Zechariah 1:8-11. The four chariots symbolize God’s 
messengers going out to all the nations. See Zechariah 6:1-8

The First Four Scrolls - Chapter 6
As each of the seals is broken, a plague follows (6:1-8:1). The four 
horses with their riders symbolize the angels who control the world. 

The first horse is white, the colour of victory. The red horse and 
sword symbolize war.
War brings famine and exorbitant prices of food. This is symbolized 
by the black horse and the scales. As oil and wine are staple items, 
they are exempt from the price rise.
The pale horse is a symbol of pestilence. Hades is where the victims 
of the pestilence have been sent.
Martyrs who have died or will die for the faith are safe under the 
altar. “They cried aloud” is an echo of the Lord rebuking Cain for the 
murder of Abel whose blood cries out from the ground. (Genesis 
4:10) See also Leviticus 17:11). How long? Is heard often in the Old 
Testament as people wonder why God delays in bringing judgement 
and vengeance. See Psalm 6:3, 13:1-2, Isaiah 6:11, Jeremiah 47:6, 
Zechariah 1:12
The white robe in verse 11 symbolizes victory and glorification.
When the sixth seal is broken there is a cosmic earthquake. 
Remember that in apocalyptic writing earthquakes, stars falling, 
mountains dislodged are a regular feature and they affect everyone 
including kings.
Another angel comes from the east. Matthew’s story of the birth 
of Jesus has the wise men coming from the east, the place of 
enlightenment.
The seal of God on the foreheads indicates they are being sustained 
through tribulation.
The number 144,000 has caused a lot of comment from 
fundamentalist Christians who take the number literally, so that 
if you came in as 144,001 you would be told, ‘Sorry, mate, you just 
missed out’. The number is symbolic, a thousand times the square 
of 12. Twelve is a significant number in the Judaeo--Christian belief 
because there were twelve tribes of Israel and twelve apostles. It 
really means a huge number, the ‘vast throng’ of verse 9, who wore 
robes washed in the blood of the Lamb, the robes of baptism. They 
held palms of victory.
They will not suffer any more. Isaiah 49:10 gave John the ‘hunger or 
thirst’ thought.
Verse 8:1 says that when the Lamb broke the seventh seal there 
was silence for about half an hour. This “may be an echo of a Jewish 
tradition of a primeval silence preceding the first day of creation. See 
4 Ezra 7:30-33.” (Harrington, p. 103).
The seven angels are the seven archangels who are the closest to 
God. (1 Enoch 20:1-8) A liturgy of prayer with much incense follows. 
Again the apocalyptic style is evident with thunder, lightning and 
earthquake.
Now the apocalyptic style gets even stronger with talk of hail, fire 
and blood which the author has gleaned from Joel 2:30.
The great mountain flaming with fire probably comes from 1 Enoch 
18:13. Note again John’s familiarity with scripture.
Wormwood making the water unpalatable and causing death is an 
echo of the Nile being turned into blood in Exodus 7:20. John uses 
wormwood as a metaphor for divine punishment.
Sun… moon…stars (v.10) is also reminiscent of the plagues of Egypt; 
see Exodus 10:21-23. Eagle should be translated as vulture, a symbol 
of doom as in Hosea 8:1.
In verse 13, ‘eagle’ should probably be read as ‘vulture’, a symbol of 
doom, as in Luke 17:37 and Hosea 8:1.
This commentary will continue in the next issue of The Spirit. 
Meanwhile enjoy reading and reflecting on this amazing book. It’s 
worthwhile looking up the references in the First Testament.

Fr Frank O’Dea

The Book of Revelation or Apocalypse
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The Eastern Young Vinnies, in an effort to raise funds 
for their works with the children of disadvantaged 
families in the local community, held a 70’s themed 
trivia night on Friday 25th of November. The night 
was full of trivia, games, food, drink and festivities 
and in the end $3000 dollars was raised by the 135 
people that attended. A super result!
The winning table definitely came prepared, finishing 
with a perfect score of 60 and were hard to catch 
from the outset. Many Holy Spirit parishioners came 
along to enjoy the night, a huge testament to the 
relationship between Holy Spirit Parish and the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society.
A team of 15 young adults, a combined group from 
the Outer East Young Vinnies group (operates out of 
Holy Spirit Parish) and the Burwood/Bennetswood 
Young Vinnies Group (operates out of St. Scholastica’s) 
organised the event. A special mention on particular 
to Luke Brouwer and Elaine Pacheco who went above 
and beyond to make the night as successful as it was.

Eastern Young Vinnies Trivia Night
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Date: 29 November 2016 11:36 pm
To: helen@konynenburg.com

Sent	from	Outlook

More Collective Nouns
Do you even know half of these creatures?

Who knows this knowledge may come in handy for another Trivia Night sometime.
A Charm of Finches, a shoal of Fish, a Swarm of flies, a skulk of 
foxes, a Gaggle of Geese, a Herd of Giraffe, a Cloud of Gnats, a 
trip of Goats, a band of Gorillas, a Brace of Greyhounds, a Covey 
of Grouse, a Cast of hawks, a Down of Hares, a Scole of Herring, 
a Siege of Herons, a a Bloat of Hippopotami, a Team of Horses, a 
Cry of Hounds, a Smack of jellyfish, a Mob of kangaroos, a Kindle 
of Kittens, a Loveliness of Ladybirds, a Desert of Lapwings, an 
Exaltation of Larks, A Leap of Leopards, A Pride of Lions, a Tiding 
of magpies, a Sword of Mallards, a Stud of Mares, a Richesse of 
Martens, a Labour of Moles, a Wilderness of Monkeys, a barren 
of Mules, a Bed of Mussels, a Watch of Nightingales, a Parliament 
of Owls, a yoke of Oxen, a Pandemonium of parrots, a Covey of 
Partridges, a Muster of Peacocks, a Parcel of Penguins, a Bevy of 

Pheasants, a Kit of Pidgeons, a Herd of Pigs, a Congregation of 
Plovers, a Covey of Ptarmigan, a Littterof Puppies, a Turmoil of 
Porpoises, A Rush of Pochards, a Drift of Quail, a Bury of rabbits, 
a String of Racehorses, an Unkindness of Ravens, a Crash of 
Rhinceroses, a Bevy of Roe deer, a Building of Rooks, a Hill of Ruffs, 
a Draft of Salmon, a Pod of Seals, a Flock of Sheep, a Dopping of 
Sheldrake, a Trogle of Snakes, a Wisp of Snipe, a Host of Sparrows, 
a Murmuration of Starlings, a Flight of Swallow, a Lamentation 
of Swans, a Sounder of Swine, a Spring of Teal, a Mutation of 
Thrushes, a Knot of Toads. A Hover of Trout, a Rafter of Turkeys, a 
Bale of Turtles, a Carpet of Vultures, a Knob of Waterfowl, a Pod 
of Whales, a Litter of Whelps, a  Pack of Wolves, a Zeal of Zebras!
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We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries
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MY BEST DAY EVER

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

Come and enjoy the friendly, welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

prices.

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

can play with toys.

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

As I grow older, I realize more and more how important time 
is. I realize that today is the day I live in. Today, I know what 
is possible in my life. Today, I can be and do what I want to 
do. Will it be worthwhile? Will it be worthy of my time spent? 
Can I be happy with how I live today? Am I preparing for 
my tomorrows? Am I preparing for my eternity?
Today, when I awoke, I realized that this is one of the best 
days of my life. There have been times when I wondered if I 
would prevail through another day, but I did. Because I did, 
I’m going to celebrate. Today, I’m going to celebrate what 
an unbelievable life I have had so far; the accomplishments, 
the many blessings, and yes, even the hardships, as they 
have made me stronger. I will go through today with my 
head held high. I will have a happy heart. I will marvel at 
God’s simple gifts; the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the 
trees, and the birds. Today, I will see all of these wonderful 
creations in their fullest.

Today, I will share my excitement for life with others. I’ll 
make someone smile. I’ll make someone laugh. I’ll go out 
of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just fine.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magnificent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and prolific writer.

An Old Irish Prayer 
Give us Lord a bit o sun

A bit o work and a bit of fun
Give us in all the struggle and splutter

Our daily bread and a bit of butter
Give us health our keep to make
And a bit to spare for others sake

Give us too a bit of son
And a tale and a book to help us along

Give us Lord a chance to be
Our goodly best brave wise and free

Our Goodly best for ourselves and others
Till all men learn to live as brothers.

contributed by Bette McQuade
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Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts
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F T FIND A WO D
SAT DA  2T  OCTOB 0AM   PM

PROUD SUPPORTERS THIS YEARS FETE

TRASH N TREASURE  CAKES  SHOWBAGS  BOOKS

CRAFT  TOYS  SNO CONES             CHAIR P PLANE

FAIRY FLOSS  DODGEM CARS PLANTS ENTERTAINMENT

PRE LOVED CLOTHING LOB O CHOC  RIDES  GIANT SLIDE

MUSIC    RAFFLE   PRIZES  

CHILDREN’S PAGE
T H C E T W E G N I M M I W S
L E A P I N G L V E D A Y S O
F C L H R I S T M S A S S S S
T A L E E R T R A E P D R N T
S W I I D T H C H V R R A G I
S G N I R N E D L O G W N S T
N M G A U S D E L D S I A Y A
E N B D M F S D I E K N G I S
H H I E M E S R P L O N N T H
H E R E E V E U I T A O I F S
C E D G R P I M P R P D P D H
N A S N S Y T M E U H E I F I
E F T H E G D I R T R A P E D
R G N I Y A L N S A M Y O F S
F J A N U A R G N I C N A D Y

12 Days of Christmas Word Search Puzzle

Find the words from the 12 Days of Christmas 
song (listed at the bottom) in this Christmas word 
search puzzle. Circle each letter one by one. Each 
letter of 12 Days of Christmas word search grid may 
be used in more than one word. When the word 
Search puzzle is complete, read the remaining 
letters left to right, top to bottom, to learn an 
interesting fact about the 12 Days of Christmas.

Word List: 
PARTRIDGE  MAIDS
PEAR TREE  MILKING
TURTLE DOVES  LADIES
FRENCH HENS  DANCING
CALLING BIRDS  LORDS
GOLDEN RINGS  LEAPING
GEESE  PIPERS
LAYING  PIPING
SWANS  DRUMMERS
SWIMMING  DRUMMING

COLOUR ME
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Christmas Calendar 2016
Tuesday 20 December  7:30pm  Combined Parishes Forgiveness Service, St Anne’s Church                                                                   
                
Saturday 24 December  10:30am   Children’s Christmas Service HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH
 Christmas Eve Masses:
 5pm  Children’s Mass HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH
 6pm   Family Outdoor Mass ST ANNE’S CHURCH
 7pm  Youth/Family Mass HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH
 9pm  Christmas Eve  Mass ST GERARD’S CHURCH
 11:30pm  Carols, followed by Midnight Mass, HOLY SPIRIT
 
Sunday 25 December  Christmas Day Masses: 
 9am Mass @ St Anne’s, and
                              9am Mass @ Holy Spirit 
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