
Importance of Father’s Day
Father’s Day is considered extremely important as it helps to 
acknowledge the contribution of fathers to individual families 
and to societies as large. Besides observance of Father’s 
Day provides children an opportunity to express love, and 
respect for their fathers. The sentiment goes a long way in 
strengthening father-child relationship and consequently in 
the emotional development of a child. 

History of Father’s Day
The idea of celebrating Father’s Day Festival was given by Ms 
Sonora Dodd, a loving daughter from Spokane. Her father 
Henry Jackson Smart single-handedly raised Sonora and five 
of her siblings after the death of her mother during childbirth. 
When Sonora attended a Mother’s Day Sermon in 1909, she 
thought that if there is the day to honor mother then there 
should also be a corresponding day to honor fathers. Sonora 
worked relentlessly for years to ensure that the idea of Father’s 
Day becomes a reality. In 1924 President Calvin Coolidge first 
recognized Father’s Day. In view of the massive popularity of 
the festival, in 1972, President Richard Nixon established a 
permanent national observance of Father’s Day in the USA.
Over the years, the concept of celebrating Father’s Day spread 
beyond geographical boundaries. Today, millions of children 
across the world express gratitude for their dads as they 
celebrate Father’s Day.

Significance of Father in our Lives
Many people laughed at Sonora Dodd when she gave the 
concept of having a Father’s Day, as traditionally, only mother 
is regarded as the sole nurturer of a child. The role of father is 
often relegated to a secondary status as compared to a mother. 
But all of us know that father is just as important for a child 
as the mother is. If mothers are the heroes of child rearing, 
significance of father in the development and emotional 
wellbeing of a child is no less. Children depend on their father 
for their spiritual, emotional, physical, financial and social 
wellbeing. For daughters, father is the ideal man in the world 
and also the first man they adore, while for sons, father is an 
idol and the strongest man they aspire to emulate. 
Though traditionally father is seen more as a provider and 
guide for children, the scenario appears significantly changed 
in nuclear family culture of today. With most husband and 
wife working, fathers in present times are as involved in child 
rearing job as the mothers are. Today, most fathers do not 
shy away from changing nappy or taking the difficult task for 
putting the baby to sleep. This cultural change is helping in 
strengthening father-child relationship and consequently in 
emotional development of a child and building of stronger 
family bonds. 

Significance of Father’s Day Festival
Father’s Day gives us the opportunity to express thanks to our 
Dads for all their unconditional love and affection. Observance 
of Father’s Day makes fathers feel that their contributions are 
acknowledged in the society and also by their children. They 
feel proud of themselves ! Besides by celebrating Father’s Day, 
children come closer to their father. For, most often children 
take love of their parents for granted. Celebration of Father’s 
Day makes them ponder for a while on the important role their 
father plays in their life. This helps them appreciate the selfless 
care and protection provided by their father and hence they 
come emotionally closer to their dad. 
Children must therefore take the full opportunity of the day 
and express their gratitude for fathers with all their heart. The 
best way to do so is to do small things that dads appreciate 
and by saying “I love you, Dad”.
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A Special Prayer for Fathers 
God, bless all the fathers in the world. 
Guide them to be good role models and loving to 
all their children. 
Help them to be a father like You are. 
Give them grace and patience to handle 
situations in a loving way. 
Amen

“Small boys become big men through the influence of big men 
who care about small boys.”

Fathers Day Quote by: Unknown

“Fathers, like mothers, are not born. Men grow into fathers and 
fathering is a very important stage in their development.”

David Gottesman

“I cannot think of any need in childhood as strong as the need for 
a father’s protection.”

Sigmund Freud

“A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child.”
Knights of Pythagoras

“A father carries pictures where his money used to be. “
Unknown

“When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could 
hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be 
twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in 
seven years.”

Mark Twain, “Old Times on the Mississippi” Atlantic Monthly, 1874
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Thank You from the Editor
Yet again, the next edition of the Spirit is about to “hit the streets” – What a 
wonderful community you truly are!  
Thank you to all who have contributed in so many ways – to the people who 
get the emails from yours truly asking who is the third person in this photo, 
what was the date for this – Can you remember who did?  I need photos 
of – Do you know of anyone who would have some?
There is absolutely no way the Spirit could appear every quarter without 
the assistance of these, and so many others, including those who contribute 
articles, chase up articles or come up with suggestions.
The Spirit magazine is possible through the spirit of our community.
I have finally come to terms with the fact that the Spirit is never going to be 
perfect – Life is far too busy and precocious to allow this to happen.  This 
past week, when we were already running a week behind schedule both 
myself and  Michelle at our printers came down with one of the Winter 
chills, and so it’s a scramble AGAIN! Some of my wonderful assistants with 
proofing are away and I have not had the time to send to those who are 
around – It’s too late!
But I hope the Spirit is more than a word and punctuation perfect publication 
for you the readers – I would like it to be a familiar friend – never perfect, but 
hopefully something to look forward to each quarter and to enjoy.
On another level I also wanted to say Thank you to the priests we have 
been so fortunate to have minister to us in this parish, with the exception 
of Jim Nippard who was our very first Parish Priest, I think they all appear 
in this edition. This in itself speaks of their generosity, and in times where 
the image of priesthood has taken such a beating because of the sins of 
those who so sadly abused their Office, I wanted to say Thank you to those 
good men who have been our pastors over the years – We have indeed 
been blessed.
Thank you also for the generosity of those who advertise in The Spirit – Your 
contribution is very greatly appreciated and I urge each and every one 
of you to seek to use and/or recommend their goods and services when 
possible.
Finally, please give some thought to the wonderful possibilities of the 
Journey through the Holy Land tour – I realize it is not possible for many, 
but if it is always something you have dreamed of doing, perhaps this is 
your opportunity.
I look forward to receiving all your contributions for the December edition 
of THE SPIRIT and I will see you at the Holy Spirit Community Fete.  Don’t 
forget to tell your friends and family. This day is all about community, invite 
someone who is alone – share a Devonshire tea with them – Show the 
world, (well, that may be a little over the top) what a COMMUNITY looks like!
Thank you, 
Helen Konynenburg
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   From $6,999 per person twin Share including airfare (subject to change) 

              HIGHLIGHTS & INCLUSIONS 

 

JOURNEY THROUGH THE HOLY LAND plus JORDAN 
With Fr. JoesphShibu from Holy Spirit Parish, Ringwood North 

 

Nothing helps you feel more connected to the world around you than travelling. 
Join us on this 17 dayfaith-based vacation/pilgrimage.Mark your travel Calendar 

with these dates– 10th– 26th September 2017 

 

 

 Caesarea– Roman amphitheatre & Crusader fortress 
 Megiddo&Muhraqa – View of the Jezreel Valley 
 Cana – Visit the site of the first miracle 
 Nazareth –Churches St. Joseph & Annunciation 
 Sea of Galilee– Enjoy a cruise 
 Mount of Beatitudes– Jesus delivered his sermon 
 Tabgha – Church Multiplication of Loaves & Fishes 
 And Church of St. Peter’s Primacy 
 Capernaum – Jordan River & Bet she’an 
 EinKarem– Churches of St. John the Baptist &the Visitation 
 Bethlehem – Visit the Church of the Nativity 
 Jerusalem – Walk in Jesus’ footsteps 
 Masada - The Dead Sea – Petra – Mount Nebo 
 13 Breakfasts, 12 Dinners 
 4* Centrally located hotels + Portage 
 Local English speaking guide 

Contact Catherine or Edwina on 98995366 
Catherine@rheomtravel.com.au 
Edwina@rheomtravel.com.au 
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As part of the preparation for Baptism, parents are required 
to attend a Baptism Information Meeting.  Meetings are held 
on the second Tuesday evening of the month and under 
the leadership of a wonderful group of volunteers,are taken 
through the steps needed to have their child baptized.  A 
video is shown and they are given a “Baptism Kit” which 
includes a Registration Form, prayer card, medal, baptism 
pamphlet, commemorative certificate and other general 
information.  It is also a requirement to attend a Welcoming 
Ceremony at a weekend mass of choice prior to the baptism.  
At the start of Mass, Father introduces the parents and the 
child to the congregation.  He asks the parents what they 
wish for their child, to which they reply “Baptism” and ensures 
they understand the serious commitment of what they are 
about to undertake.  A sign of the cross is placed on the child’s 
forehead by Father and he invites the parents and members 
of the congregation to do the same.  The beautiful song 
“May the Lord Bless them” is sung and they are given a book 
on Baptism as a small gift. Many of us have witnessed these 
beautiful Baptism Welcomings and congratulations to all 
parents in making this very important faith decision on behalf 
of their child. On Sunday 12th June 2016 at the 9am mass, 
Xavier McCartney was welcomed into our Parish Community 
along with his parents Steve and Belinda. Baptisms are held 
most Sundays at either 12 noon or 12.45 pm.  For all enquiries 
and bookings for Baptisms, contact the Parish House on 9876 
3717. 

May the Lord bless all young parents and their children.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMAround the Parish...
Congratulations to Don & Lyn 

Schroder for achieving the 
50th Anniversary 
of their marriage.

In the blink of an eye
30.7.1966 - 2016

A surprise for Lynette at the Kilcunda hotel for Don and 
Lyn’s 50th wedding anniversary. Such a great couple! 

Blessings on your marriage.

Many Voices,  Many Experiences 
Another interesting and challenging day at Fed Square 
last Saturday as the Ringwood Women of Words,  aka our 
Bookgroup, made their way to the Melbourne Writers 
Festival.  What better way to start than with Coffee and 
Papers, a relaxed hour listening to a panel of writers 
and journalists sharing their thoughts, and responding 
to questions, insights into the American experience 
and  to the ways we all deal with the endless pieces of 
information which make up our digital age. Energised 
by this some moved on to hear Tim Costello provide a 
big picture view of Australians and evolving attitudes as 
we see ourselves as part of the global community others 
to catch the Quilt Exhibition with exhibits from early 
settlers days and others to have yet another coffee and 
plan their day.  Marie Munkara an indigenous woman 
who reconnected with her aboriginal family after having 
been taken at age 3 and raised in a white family  spoke of 
her life and writing her book infinitely entertaining and 
humorous despite the darker side of her experiences, and 
so back to The Chocolate Buddha   to share our thoughts 
on all we had heard.  Our Bookgroup always challenged 
by our trip to The Writers Festival.

Clare Parle

Lynette thought she was going to the Kilcunda Hotel for 
lunch with her grandchildren, and was surprised by a 

group of friends who had come to share the event too.
Don seen here serenading Lynnette accompanied 

by grandson Jack.



Karina with baby Stella Gallace. 
Dad, Giuseppe was not able to attend the welcoming.

Ben McGregor with parents, Lachlan & Sarah.

James Killian, Maddison Lillington-Moore & Maxwell Terrell 
with their parents and apologies to the two families whose 

names I have misplaced and I need to go to print NOW!

BAPTISM WELCOMING MASS

Here we see Xavier, son of Belinda and Steve McCartney,
at his welcoming Mass.

With members of the Holy Spirit community 
giving Xavier their blessings.

Xavier and family...

Xavier’s Grandfather giving his blessing.
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Carmel Clarke was born in 1931, a Bendigo girl living 
opposite the small rural school and on a few acres with 
a dam.   Early on she contracted rheumatic fever and 
spent some time recovering.  Significant was the doctor’s 
prognosis, ‘you’ll never have children’.
After leaving schooling she worked at the Chenille factory 
but in typical Carmel  fashion decided that the big smoke 
and mothercraft training were more enticing.  She came 
to the hostel at Mont Albert and would attend the local 
dances with her girlfriends. Here she met Terry Clarke, 
one of the local Ringwood boys whose father, Jack Lundy-
Clarke, was an earlier pioneer in the district.  His poetry can 
still be found. He and Terry’s mother, Gladys, would become 
mainstays in the rearing of a young family. Terry built the 
house in Evelyn Road where they lived until she moved 
to ‘The Willows.’ A daughter was born, followed by 8 boys, 
then finally 2 girls. 
During these years Carmel developed a lifelong love for 
the Grey Sisters who were very supportive during the baby 
years. The children attended local schools and Carmel 
lived out her life raising 11 children, maintaining her 
lifelong friendships from earlier country days, and offering 
hospitality. She had a sister who was blind and would share 
with us that Terry  often said that her sister kept a cleaner 
kitchen. 
Each Friday night Terry would stop over on the way home 
from work and bring her flowers... something she loved. As 
the years progressed, Terry died, children left home and her 
health deteriorated. 
Finally she moved to The Willows and then to Waldreas. 
She continued to enjoy outings and could always be found 
knitting for others.   
‘We can shed tears because she is gone or we can smile 
because she has lived’.
A life of  acceptance and trust, a life of gratitude and 
humility, a life which personified friendship, and above all, 
a life which was imbued with our Australian bush ways - a 
typical Victorian country girl.          

Ringwood Farewells 
Carmel Clarke

Home from Michigan...
How lovely to catch up with Leanne, Steve, Emily & Spencer 
Thompson at 9.00 Mass on 21 August. Their first visit home 
since their move to Michigan. 
A big move but all thriving on the opportunities that the 
move has provided for them.

Shelah Batson, Steve, Leanne & Christine Baldock

Spencer & Emily chatting with Kerry & Michael O’Leary

Eleanor Kozma’s daughter Felicity, visiting from the 
US, sharing a coffee with Silvio Volombello.

Never let the opportunity to share your 
milestones pass unnoticed, they are very 
important.  

Not only for yourselves, but as examples for 
your family and community to  aspire to.  

We all need to hear the good news stories!
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New School Principal 
appointment

Dear Friends,  
It is with great delight and excitement I announce the appointment 
of Mr. Duncan Arendse as the new principal for Holy Spirit School.  
Mr. Duncan Arendse will assume the duties and responsibilities of 
Principal with effect from 30th January 2017.  
After Mr. Peter Camilleri concluded his responsibility at Holy 
Spirit School in March 2016, I began the process of searching for 
a new principal with the help of four talented stakeholders. Mr. 
Rob Scanlon, Mrs Kylie Papadopoulos, Mrs. Jennifer Gray, and 
Mr. Christopher Dalton gathered with me on June 16, 2016 to 
review applications submitted for this position. We selected four 
candidates for interviews and then made the final decision.   
Mr. Duncan Arendse has a long history in education. Throughout 
his career, he has been a teacher and Principal of different schools. 
Since 1989, Mr. Arendse has served as full time class teacher at 
St. Luke’s Wantirna, Don Bosco Narre Warren and St. Mary’s Mt. 
Evelyn. From 2000-2002 Mr. Arendse served as the Principal 
of Sacred Heart, Corryong and from 2003-2011 he served as 
principal of St. John’s Euroa. And currently, he is the Principal at St. 
Thomas More Primary School, Belgrave. We are blessed that God 
has led Mr. Arendse to our school.   
Mrs. Sue Johnston has graciously and effectively served the 
school community as acting Principal since April 2016. She has 
been instrumental in providing the students, parents and staff 
with stability and direction while at the same time navigating 
many administrative details and challenges. I am very grateful for 
her compassionate leadership, focused attention, and generous 
collaboration.   
The future at Holy Spirit School is bright and hopeful! Please pray 
with me in gratitude for Mr. Duncan Arendse and for the excellent 
staff who educate our students in a Catholic environment that is 
safe and friendly.       
Yours Sincerely,                                                     
Fr. Shibu Joseph SAC, Parish Priest 

Reconciliation 
Sunday

Thanks to the wonderful Liturgy Team - for 
another beautifully presented and thought 
provoking celebration of Reconciliation 
Sunday.
The dedication of this very small team is 
amazing - Could you assist?

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB
HSNC is the largest club at MENA (Melbourne East Netball 
Association) with 24 teams from under 9 through to Open.
All games are played at HE Parker, Heathmont on a Saturday 
from 8.00am – 3.30pm. Training is held on a Friday afternoon 
at HE Parker. The whole club training together at the one 
location ensures easy communication as well as fostering 
club spirit.
Our Spring season has just started. The winter season saw 
Open Red and 11 Red win Premierships.
Our annual netta program continues to ensure our club 
continues to grow and thrive. From this program we were 
able to register 3 new under 9 teams.
New players are always welcome regardless of age or ability. 
Any new enquiries, contact Karen Woods 0438 580 122.
Go Spirits!
Karen Woods - President 
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All is settled again, after our 35th Birthday Celebrations, ready 
to resume monthly social outings, after our Winter program. 
(please see Calendar)
Our Mass in the chapel, meeting and morning tea get together 
in the Parish House, continue on the last Friday of the month at 
9.15am, usually with an interesting guest speaker.
This year we have Micah from Eastern Libraries, updating 
and encouraging us on the modern technology, Mary Katsis - 
Healthy Ageing Coordinator from Maroondah City Council, Max 
Harris, funded by VicRoads, and Brian O”Halloran from Cherry 
Tree Village, keeping us entertained with various topics.
You are most welcome to join us - For further information please 
phone Jean 9876 2204, or JUST COME!
The Social Committee takes bookings for outings at our 
meetings.
For any enquiries regarding outings or bookings please phone: 
Shirley 9870 1396, or Barbara 9722 9844.

THE EVERGREENS’
Report

EVERGREENS
CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER, 2016

September 23rd A Day at Yea
September 30th Mass, Meeting & Morning Tea
October 14th Australian Gardens at Cranbourne
October 28th Mass Meeting & Morning Tea
 Draw the Evergreens Raffle
November 18th  C J Dennis’ Singing Garden
November 25th Mass of Anointing, Meeting 
 & Morning Tea
December 2nd Evergreens Christmas Party
 Dorset Gardens

Laughter is an intrinsic part of life.  It happens spontaneously 
and unconsciously.  Whether you’re howling with laughter or 
giggling quietly, laughter does you good.
Laughter is known to be a powerful antidote to stress.  However 
the benefits of laughter far extend beyond making you feel 
happier in the moment.
There are many proven benefits of laughter.  it is known to :
•	 Reduce	tension
•	 Promote	co-operation
•	 Build	trust
•	 Inspire	a	positive	outlook
•	 Remove	barriers	between	people
•	 Increase	motivation
•	 Improve	memory
•	 Enhance	the	immune	system
•	 Lower	blood	pressure
•	 Improve	alertness	and	creativity.

Editors Note - Why are we not laughing each and every day?
Settle down now and tell us about a time when you were 
consumed by laughter: It may have been at an entertainment 
venue, with your family or, one of those DREADFUL moments 
when you were consumed by laughter at a most inappropriate 
time!  I vividly remember being sent to Reverend Mother’s office, 
with my friend Shann who had been laughing and joking right 
up until we got to the door of the office, whereupon entering 
she immediately burst into heartbreaking sobbing - And me, 
well I couldn’t stop laughing!
Reverend Mother was NOT amused.

~ Laughter ~

Evergreens Support Group with Deakin Community Award
Left to Right:  Jean Smith, Shirley Graham, Gabrielle Dwyer,        

Flo West, Kathie Culhane, Barbara McGowan, Maureen Walker, 
Joan Quinlan, Gwen Eccles, Ann Gysberts, Joan Shaw.

Absent:  Anny Buntsma, Loretta Ferguson, Trish Manson, Maria 
Mason, Monica Stables, Suzanne Tobin, Carole Voytenkoff.

2016 DEAKIN COMMUNITY AWARDS
Congratulations to The Evergreen Support Group who were 
recognized for their service to the Community in the recent 
Deakin Awards.
The Deakin awards celebrate and honour the contribution 
to the local community of many individuals and groups who 
generously serve others and make a real difference.
Tina nominated The Evergreens, which was fitting given the 
35th anniversary celebrations of recent times.
The awards ceremony was held at Yarra Valley Grammar 
School, with pre and post award ceremony supper provided.  
All in all, a most enjoyable evening and suitable recognition 
for our Evergreen Team who do so much for our parish and also 
the wider community.
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Quote: 
“A cheerful heart does good like a medicine:
 but a broken spirit makes one sick.”
Proverbs 17:22

Grandparents are vital, 
Pope tells Youth
“Saints Joachim and Anne were part of a long chain of people 
who had transmitted their love for God, expressed in the 
warmth and love of family life”, pope Francis told the World 
youth Day crowds in Brazil.  “How important grandparents are 
for family life, for passing on the human and religious heritage 
which is so essential for each and every society!
How important it is to have intergenerational exchanges and 
dialogue, especially within the context of family.  Children and 
the elderly build the future of peoples: children because they 
lead history forward; the elderly because they transmit the 
experience and wisdom of their lives.  This relationship and this 
dialogue between generations is a treasure to be preserved 
and strengthened!”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabrielle Dwyer  70th 

Gwen Eccles  80th  

 

 

 

 

Special Birthdays
Happy May birthday for

Jan McEwan - 80yrs 
(No photo available)

Kathie presents the birthday cake to 
Liz Hanson (70) and Louise Rigo (80)

Peter Allen – St V’DePaul  member  
Correction to last edition

I was born in Abbotsford, living close to the Collingwood 
football ground - no need to ask who I barrack for.
We later moved to Thornbury and built a house in Park 
Orchards when first married.
Trish and I have been married for nearly 24 years and 
collectively have 8 children - Trish, 5 daughters, and myself, 2 
sons and a daughter, and have 14 grandchildren between us.
I have always had an interest in community activity.
I led a Mitcham youth group for many years, had an 8 year 
social work involvement at Pentridge Prison and was a driver 
for E.A.C.H. for a period of time.
Vinnies offered me an opportunity to continue assisting those 
in need and to be part of a dedicated and caring team is most 
rewarding .



After beating Park Orchards in the division final we advanced 
to Eastern Regional Tournament which we played on the 3rd 
of August. We played 3 schools throughout the day, Mount 
Scopus, Old Orchid and Ruskin Park.
Our first game was a very tough contest against a strong 
bodied Mount Scopus. With Peter Camilleri as our compulsory 
appointed goal umpire we believed we had the lucky charm 
that could be our ‘edge’. It was a close finish with 2 outstanding 
‘snap’ goals by Dylan ‘Eddie Betts’ Vendel. Kane ‘Dicko’ Dickson 
was in our best players with his constant unselfish defensive 
efforts against one of Mount Scopus’ best players. In the 2nd 
half, Brodie ‘Gibbo’ Knight lead our strong backline with some 
important defensive marks alongside the exquisite left foot of 
Shannon D’Souza and James Mason, who was courageously 
playing with a sore knee. Zac Bomford was playing his best 
game in defense also. Jackson ‘Jacko’ Knight ignited us with 
some clever goals, aided by a unselfish handball in the goal 
square by Sweeney ‘Sween’ Thorburn which was awesome. 
Sweeney’s run and dash was brilliant all day. We were 
successful in our first game by 7 points in one of our best team 
efforts of the year.
Old Orchard awaited us in our second game who looked like 
a very professional outfit. The game was highly physical and 
taxing on both teams. Old Orchard got ‘the jump’ on us early 
kicking 3 goals to none in the first quarter. Benny Alonso was 
twisting, turning and baulking the opposition and taking 
some great marks to get us back into the game. Lucas ‘Big Dog’ 
Bridger started to dominate the ruck but Old Orchard were 
seeming too strong in the midfield. Nathan ‘Gags’ Gagliardone 
was switched into midfield to assist Lucas with Isaac ‘Skipper’ 
Timms and Zac ‘Schaf’ Schafer added some extra courage to 
the middle as well. Ryan ‘Webby’ Webster, Cooper ‘Coops’ 
Long, Sammy T and Tommy Rees started to get their hands 
on the ball and played great footy getting us back into the 
game. Vincent ‘Vinny’ Young was moved to the forward line, 
immediately took a great mark at centre half forward and 
kicked long to Jackson ‘Jacko’ Long who kicked another one 
of his many goals. In the 2nd half ‘The Spirit’ started to lift 
and began to dominate the game. Kyan ‘Brash’ Brasher took 
a couple of fantastic marks in the forward line which lead to 
goals. The rain came and ultimately made things more difficult 
to come back and we were beaten by 10 points. At 1-1 we 
needed to win next game and rely on Mount Scopus beating 
Old Orchard for us to advance further.
Our last game against Ruskin Park saw The Spirit victorious by 
6 goals in an impressive team performance. With awesome 
defensive acts by Anton ‘Poz’ Pozzutto and seeing the switch 
of Sammy Leonard to the half forward line saw the 2 boys play 
their best game of the day. Jackson ‘Jacko’ Long continued to 
kick goals from anywhere with our joint captain Isaac ‘Skipper’ 
Timms absolutely dominating the midfield with countless 
clearances and unselfish passes. Nathan ‘Gags’ Gagliardone 
was also playing some fantastic football in the ruck tapping it 
to Isaac at nearly every ball up. Unfortunately Old Orchard won 
their game against Mount Scopus leaving them undefeated 
which left ‘The Spirit’ finishing and impressive 2nd in our pool. 
Well done to all the team on such a special team achievement, 

this is something you will remember for a long time. Special 
mention to our emergencies who supported and encouraged 
the team on the day with great sportsmanship: Sophie Miles, 
Daniel Kosi, Luke Walsh. Thank you to Caeligh for her support 
throughout the interschool sports program and to Peter and 
Sue for making their way down to also support the team. 
Lastly a big, special thank you to the best assistant coach 
going around Kira. Well done Holy Spirit!

Benjamin Lannen

Division Premiers: Holy Spirit vs Park Orchards 
(Photo courtesy of Juliet Dickson)
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Congratulations to the Holy Spirit School Footy Team

STOP PRESS
If you are enjoying reading about this wonderful event and 

all the other exciting stories in this edition of The Spirit, 
please remember our advertisers whose financial support 

helps make it possible.  

Our advertisers offer a great range of goods and services, 
some having been supporters for many years. Please make 
yourself familiar with them and use and recommend their 

services when appropriate.

New advertisers are always sought - we publish four black 
and white hard copy editions with a print run of 700 per 

year, and each edition is uploaded in full colour to our 
parish website.

Thank you to all advertisers for their continued support.
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SR ANGELA O’Donoghue is today celebrating her 100th 
birthday. Sr Angela became a Good Shepherd Sister when 
she was in her early 20’s but left the community before 
taking her final vows in order to care for mother who was 
unwell. She nursed both her parents until their deaths in 
1958 and 1961, and then re-entered the convent, making 
her final vows in 1964.
Sr Angela worked as the archivist for the Good Shepherd 
Sisters for many years. Today she resides as a member of 
the Good Shepherd Sisters community at Mercy Place Aged 
Care in Abbotsford. Although her body is frail, Sr Angela is 
very much alert in mind and spirit and she attends daily 
Mass whenever possible.
She received an Apostolic Blessing from Pope Francis in 
acknowledgement of this extraordinary milestone and her 
exceptionally long and dedicated religious life.
This is our Mary Ryan’s Auntie Cath.

Good Shepherd Sister 
Angela  

celebrates her 
100th birthday

Thursday 11 August 2016
Media and Communications Office

The cycle of life: Emilia Grace Golby, just two weeks old 
in the arms of the very proud Sr Angela at her 100th birthday 

celebration, held last Sunday with seventy members 
of her immediate family.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary time Year C
Luke 12. 49-53
‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what 
stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 
division! From now on, five in one household will be divided, 
three against two and two against three; they will be divided: 
father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against 
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.’
Reflection - Mike Bowden
My granddaughter and I were talking the other day and I asked 
her what she wanted to do with her studies in the future. She 
replied she would like to write a novel. She is 15 and I was 
impressed so I asked her who her audience was? She said she 
was not sure. I reflected on this and remembered that when I 
tried to write a novel I was impelled to write because I knew 
exactly who I was writing for – the teenage kids in my English 
class. I wrote for them and the words threw themselves onto 
the computer screen. When we read Luke’s words in this week’s 
gospel we probably need to ask the same question – who is this 
writing for? The theme is pretty bleak and confronting so what 
can be the context of such drama? Rather than grandfather and 
granddaughter discussing the future harmoniously here we see 
intimate relations at odds with each other, deep divisions, no 
peace on this earth. This was the Middle East 2,000 years ago. 
Hang on, déjà vu, isn’t that the Middle East today? In reality the 
contexts are not that different. The Roman Empire’s response 
to the Jewish revolt had thrown the region into chaos. Jews 
and Christians, who were seen by the Romans as a Jewish sect, 
were dispersed and persecuted and there was developing 
enmity between Jews and Christians and amongst Christian 
who had been Jews or had been pagans [gentiles] as well. 
Brian Cox in his ABC program Forces of Nature demonstrated 
how the coincidence and interaction of the Moon’s and the 
Earth’s rotations around the Sun produce amazing forces that 
give rise to the Pororoca tide that surges 800 kilometres up 
the Amazon River at certain times demolishing everything in 
its way. Similarly Luke’s fledgling community of Christians was 
caught in an historic religious maelstrom that pitted family 
members against each other. Luke can only describe this in 
terms he understands which is that this situation is part of God’s 
plan. Just like residents of the Amazon basin had no idea of the 
forces of physics that are responsible for Pororoca and could 
only run away and hide from the marauding water so Luke and 
his generation came to see their disturbed situation through a 
theological lens. This disturbing gospel story might be seen as a 
justification for ostracisation of a family member for behaviour 
or condition. We have seen ‘honour killings’ in Pakistan recently 
which are a symptom of this sort of thinking in Islam. And sadly 
we have seen the same in the way gays have been treated by the 
Catholic Church when they have approached the sacraments. If 
in ten years my beautiful granddaughter were to tell me that she 
was gay and wanted to marry her female companion once, as a 
good Catholic, I would perhaps have felt that this was the same 
situation as the one Luke writes about and think of condemning 
her decision. Thank God today we can read the gospel in a new 
way, looking at what it has to say about our times, not trying to 
fit our times to a long distant past. Just like we now understand, 
thanks to Brian Cox, where Pororoca comes from, affirming its 
wondrous force as a sign of evolution, God in all of creation, we 
also should be able to have a better understanding of human 
sexuality and gender and can respond to these once searing 
problems within families without tearing our families asunder.
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YEAR OF MERCY

From: Mary Ryan Mary.Ryan@cam.org.au
Subject: Billboard

Date: 9 June 2016 3:27 pm
To: Helen Konynenburg helen@konynenburg.com

For the next edition H!
Cheers MKR

Mary Ryan
Co-ordinator Adult Faith Formation/Parish Liaison

Archbishop's OfÞce for Evangelisation
Cardinal Knox Centre
383 Albert Street, East Melbourne VIC 3002
PO Box 146, East Melbourne VIC 8002
Telephone: (03) 9926 5603
(Available Mon-Thurs)
Email: Mary.Ryan@cam.org.au
www.cam.org.au/evangelisation

-----Original Message-----
From: Mary Ryan [mailto:marykryan@bigpond.com]
Sent: Tuesday, 7 June 2016 11:11 PM
To: Mary Ryan
Subject:

________________________________

This email and any attachment is intended only for the exclusive and conÞdential use of the addressee(s). If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, interference with, disclosure or copying of this material is unauthorised and prohibited. If you have received this
message in error, please notify the sender by return email immediately and delete the message from your computer without making any
copies. Before opening any attachments, please check them for viruses and/or other defects.

Congratulations to all who, though a lot of hard work, 
managed to motivate us to become involved in celebrating 
this Year of Mercy proclaimed by Pope Francis.  We are all very 
busy people and it is very easy to just let these things pass us 
by –the people who do the organising are busy people too and 
they have given us the opportunities to stop and pause for a 
little while and consider Mercy.
Our world has many conflicts and it could easily be argued, 
Mercy can be hard to find – Thank you to all for this opportunity 
of grace.

Year of Mercy Mass to 
open the Door of Mercy 
with the Archbishop.
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   Home Loans
   Commercial Loans
   Business Loans
   Reverse Mortgages
   Personal Loans
   Car and Truck Loans
   Debt Consolidation Loans
   Loans for Self Employed

0409 555 333 - 1300 FOX 804
james@redfoxfin.com.au   www.redfoxfin.com.au

Red Fox Finance Pty Ltd ABN 75 092 727 725 
Regulated by ASIC under Australian Credit Licence Number 461831

 
 
 

 
 

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every 
row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the 
digits 1-9, without repeating any.
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A Note from the Editor
People often ask me why I would put this article, or that 
article, in the Spirit magazine  - my response is always 
the same... I try to publish a very wide variety of views, 
ideas, opportunities and events, not necessarily because 
I agree with them, but to stretch our minds. Our human 
nature tends to make us more set in our ideas and 
ways, particularly as we age, and I believe we need to 
have these ideas constantly challenged, and new ideas 
presented to us.
I love attending events, which in themselves don’t 
necessarily appeal, but I know whether it be a play, a 
movie, a visit to an Art Exhibition or gallery, for the days 
and weeks after the visit, my  mind  will constantly stray 
to differing aspects of the event, and I am constantly 
challenged by differing ideas and perspectives.
And so, I like to offer our readers a little of  the same 
experience of challenge when reading the Spirit.  Mostly 
it’s about our community and that is great but we must 
always continue to learn and grow – Society is in a state 
of constant change and the best we can do is try to keep 
up with the new thoughts and ideas that are constantly 
presented.  This will help us to keep our community 
vibrant.
So I challenge you all – to do something different and 
tell us about your adventure for the next edition of The 
Spirit – attend an event or meeting with the Evergreens;  
Join the St V’de Paul Society;  Attend some of the Seniors 
Festival events;  Go to a free session of the Melbourne 
Festival – Call a couple of friends and say “Hey, let’s go 
to…………” and, you have a group outing!
Consider booking for the Holy Land Tour next Year  -  If 
you can afford it. What an exciting prospect that would 
be!  
The Jubilee Journey to the Centre undertaken by some 
parishioners in the Jubilee Year 2000, created great 
Friendships and memories that are unique to shared 
journeys. That journey was one many of those travellers 
never thought they would ever have the opportunity to 
undertake.
Here is another opportunity - maybe it is for you to take 
a chance – Do something new... make the most of the life 
we have.

Regards,
Helen Konynenburg

It is not easy to entrust oneself to God’s mercy, 
because it is an abyss beyond our comprehension.  
But we must! ... “Oh, I am a great sinner!” “All the 
better! Go to Jesus: He likes you to tell him these 
things!” He forgets, He has a very special capacity for 
forgetting. He forgets, He kisses you, He embraces you 
and He simply says to you: “Neither do I condemn you; 
go, and sin no more” (Jn 8:11).

Pope Francis

The students in Year Four and the High Spirits children are 
currently in the midst of their preparation for the celebration of 
their First Eucharist in coming weeks.
The celebration of First Eucharist is a sacred and important 
moment on a long journey of faith development.  Together with 
Baptism and Confirmation it opens the door to full membership 
of the Christian community. Our experience tells us that the faith 
of children is best nourished when the home, school and parish 
work in partnership.
Some communicants shared their reflections from the Family 
Faith Night.
“During our faith night we focused on our Baptism and our parents 
shared with us why they had chosen our names.  As family tradition 
my middle name is Kathleen which is after my great grandmother.”      

By Annelise May
“My parents chose my name Mikaela as it means consecrated to God 
and my middle name, Rose, was my great grandmother’s name.  At 
the end of the night we received a candle that we took home so we can 
use this to pray during our preparation for receiving First Eucharist.”    

By Mikaela De Vries
“During the faith night we shared stories with our parents My mum 
told me that her favourite hobby was to read and she loved school. 
She used to spend a lot of time with her family.  
I was baptised when I was only one month old and I was named 
Joseph after my uncle and my grandfather. My baptism made me 
closer to God.
When we got the candle I felt more holy and I love the warm feeling 
of a candle.”    

By Joseph Versace

“I am the bread of life,” Jesus told them.  “Those who come to 
me will never be hungry; those who believe in me will never 
be thirsty.”  (Jn 6:35).

Michelle Worcester
Religious Education Leader

The Sacrament of 
First Eucharist 
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Fr Kevin’s Anniversary Mass at Holy Spirit  
24.07.2016

Kathy Muir & Ray Burns

L - R Len Phillips, Ray Burns, Peter Abrams, 
Helen Konynenburg & David Carl

Fr Kevin and Peter Camilleri share a word.

Fr Kevin & Marilyn Grant

Keith Gysberts , Kerrie & Ian Haddow

Fr Eugene & Jeff Schobben
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Fr Kevin and Len Scicluna The Cake

Celebrating Priests Altar Servers

Speakers, Don Schroder, Nth Ringwood, Peter Keightly, Mornington and John Clancy West, Heidelberg
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Enjoying the 
socialising after
Fr Kevin’s Mass
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Another wonderful 
celebration was held with 
family and friends and 
fellow priests at Moonee 
Ponds on 7th August.

St. Patrick’s Ballarat Boarders - 
Friends from St Patrick’s College Ballarat
John Deany, Russell Mogg,  Fr Kevin Mogg, 

Noel Moore. 

The Mass - St Monica’s Church at 
Moonee Ponds

Fathers: Bill Attard, John Petrulis, Kevin 
Dillon, Dave Ryan, Thang Vu, Peter Kenny, 

Anthony Feeney, Martin Ashe, 
Kevin Mc Intosh, Len Thomas, Wayne 

Edwards, Noel Brady, Michael O’Connell, 
Joe Caddy, Hilton Deacon.

The Cake
Fr Kevin cuts the cake watched by his 

brother Russell.
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 The symbols of Fr. Kevin’s ministry in each of his parishes

Fellow priests concelebrating Mass, Bishop Hilton Deakin Speaking of Fr Kevin’s ministry.

www.delladale.com.au    email: delladale.agedcare@gmail.com

!

!

!
We!specialize!in!Dementia!Care!–!with!a!total!of!3!psychiatric!nurses!helping!to!plan!and!manage!
care.!Registered!nurses!run!every!shift.!Activities!are!diverse!and!range!from!outings!to!the!Theatre!
all!the!way!through!to!games!on!our!iPad.!We!don’t!just!provide!care!–!we!actually!care!–!we!enjoy!
our!work,!and!that!reflects!positively!on!the!daily!experience!of!every!single!one!of!our!residents.!!

Della%dale%Aged%Care%is%a%
small,%301bed%permanent%
residential%aged%care%home.%
We%are%a%family%business%–%%
but%we%are%more%family%than%
business.%The%staff%and%the%
residents%are%all%extensions%of%
our%family%–%and%this%is%OUR%
home.%Come%and%have%a%tour%
with%us.%Call%us%on%98707393.%

 AGED*CARE*–*a*HOME*away*from*HOME*

www.delladale.com.au email: delladale.agedcare@gmail.com 

 17 Derwent St. 
Ringwood Nth. 

An Aged Care Home owned & run by Nurses
They say if you want something done right, do it yourself - so we did.

PERMANENT AND RESPITE CARE with medical and psychiatric nurses
7 Derwent St. Ringwood Nth

Call us: 9870 7393

LOW & HIGH CARE
AGED CARE - a HOME away from HOME

4 SEPTEMBER 2013

L I C E N S E D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E R S

CONSIDERING SELLING?
No charges until happily sold

(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
Fax (03) 9879 5533 Mobile 0418 347 444

Ph (03) 9879 4422 Internet: www.treeby.com.au Email: treeby@treeby

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

Lawn and Garden Care
Lawn Mowing, Brush Cutting, Weeding, 

Spraying, Hedge Cutting, 
Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning 

and any odd jobs

BRIAN COFFEY
 0410 451 589

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE – AH 9876 3624
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Holy Spirit 
Community Fete 2016
Our fete is fast approaching and it is time to start getting excited. Start 
making your plans to be there Saturday 8th October for another fantastic 
day filled with wonderful food stalls, rides for young and old, treasures to 
find and great entertainment.  With so many generous family, friends and 
parishioners in our community we now need your help to ensure another 
great day that is imbued by the wonderful Holy Spirit community feel.

Volunteers
We still need numerous volunteers to help out on our 
fete stalls, please consider volunteering on a stall and 
help us create another remarkable fete!
We have made it even easier to volunteer, all you 
need to do is visit the fete website 
www.holyspiritfete.org.au and click on the volunteers 
button. 
If you require any assistance please contact Sharon 
on 0402 884 455 or Wendy on 0422 936 334. 
If you do not have access to a computer please 
contact the parish house on 9876 3077 to help you 
book a time slot.

Sponsors
Support from our sponsors is especially important 
to making our fete happen. Where you can, please 
make an effort to support those who support us.  
To get involved or for more information call 
Mark on 0432 048 952 or email 
fete@holyspiritparish.org.au

Wristbands and Rides
We have reduced the price of wristbands to $40.
One wristband covers all rides. Subject to height 
restrictions on some rides.
Wristbands will be available for purchase at Holy 
Spirit the week prior to the fete.  
Please note - Wristband sales will not be available on 
the day of the fete.  

Handmade Gifts and Kids Craft Stall
With so many talented and generous family, friends 
and parishioners in our community we are looking 
for donations of handmade gifts that can be sold on 
fete day.
Art work, hair ribbons, knitted or crocheted items, 
jewellery, cards and any other fantastic handmade 
items would be greatly appreciated.  
As this stall is new for 2016 we are also looking for 
someone to help run this great stall.  
Handmade Gifts can be dropped off to the parish 
house or please contact Sharon on 0402 884 455 or 
Wendy on 0422 936 334 for more information.

Donations, Donations, Donations
Donations are the backbone of our fete.  Donations 
of goods and time, donations from school families, 
parishioners and the community are all what makes 
our fete tick.  
We are now looking for the following donations of 
new and second hand goods:
-  Trash and treasure
-  Books
-  Clothes and shoes
-  Toys 
These items can now be dropped off to the shed at 
the front of our school.   
Our mystery jar stall is back again this year and is 
an extremely popular stall that always sells out very 
early in the day.  We are now looking for any empty 
jars you might have so additional mystery jars can be 
made.  These can be dropped off to the school office 
or parish house.
As the days get closer we’ll also be looking for any 
plant donations.

SATURDAY
8th OCTOBER

10am - 5pm
ALL DAY

RIDE
WRISTBANDS

‘
...AND MORE

$40.00
Rides include: 

Giant Slide, Sea World Playground, 

Ferris Wheel
Riptide and Cliff Hanger  
(1.3m height restriction) 

and Spookie Mansion and more!

EXCLUSIVE TO HOLY SPIRIT,  ST ANNE’S & ST GERARDS FAMILIES
NO Wristband sales on the day.                               Wristband pickup on Fete Day.

SATURDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2016 
10am - 5pm 
ALL DAY 

RIDE WRISTBAND - ORDER FORM 

ALL WRISTBANDS 

$$ 40.00

 On Fete day, each ticket will be replaced with a coloured wristband.
Wristbands can be collected on fete day from9.30am at the Information 
Stall near the entrance.

NO LATER THAN  FRIDAY 16th SEPTEMBER!!!!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This remittance must be returned with payment.

Name …………………………………. (to whom the ticket/s will be returned). 

Class ………………………………….. 

NUMBER OF TICKETS REQUIRED

Wristbands      ...................          

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ...................
***Please make cheques out to Holy Spirit Fete.  Credit/Debit Card payments are also accepted.  

*Excluding Amex and Diners

Tickets will be able to be purchased 
through the Tote System

from Monday September 5th through to Friday September 16th

or
After school outside the computer room 

from Monday October 4th till Friday October 7th

All order forms along with any money should be placed in the “P’n’F Letterbox” above the Totes.

 .

GIANT SLIDE

FERRIS WHEEL

CLIFF HANGER

SEA WORLD PLAYGROUND

RIPTIDE

Simply print out and return the slip below addressed to : Holy Spirit FeteInflatable Slide, Chair-O-Pane and
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ...................
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*Excluding Amex and Diners
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 .

GIANT SLIDE

FERRIS WHEEL

CLIFF HANGER

SEA WORLD PLAYGROUND

RIPTIDE

Simply print out and return the slip below addressed to : Holy Spirit FeteInflatable Slide, Chair-O-Pane and



24 SEPTEMBER 2016

Holy Spirit Fete Cake Stall
Our amazing cake stall will be back again at our 
fete this year and we need your help to make it 
even bigger and better!
The cake stall is one of the highlights of our school 
fete and is only possible with the help of parents, 
students, grandparents, parishioners, families 
and friends who bake for this amazing stall.  
Due to the popularity of our Cake stall in previous 
years we have an even bigger area this year so 
we need everyone’s help to make sure we have 
plenty of delicious cakes and treats to sell.  The 
more we can bake, the better our display and 
of course the more money we can raise for our 
amazing school.
There are so many quick and easy recipes out 
there from chocolate crackles and honey joys to 
slices, biscuits, muffins and cakes of all shapes 
and sizes.
Closer to the date each family will be given a cake 
plate and there will also be plenty of extra cake 
plates available from the school office and the 
parish house for those who are able to bake more 
for our big day.
All baked donations can be dropped off to the 
parish house on the Friday from 8:30am and on 
Saturday from 9am in the church hall.
Any baking items from our list below would also 
be greatly appreciated to go towards so many of 
the wonderful cakes and creations that are made 
by our stall holders team leading up to the Fete.  
A basket has now been set up in the school office 
and in the parish house for all donations.

Caster sugar  -  Brown sugar  -  Raw Sugar 
Icing Sugar  -  Flour  -  Vanilla extract       

Choc chips  -  Almond meal  -  Raw Almonds
Butter  -  Baking powder  -  Arnott’s Milk 

Arrowroot Biscuits  -  Arnott’s Marie Biscuits                    
Arnott’s Tic Toc Biscuits 

Nestle Sweetened Condensed Milk     
Good quality cooking chocolate                   

Desiccated coconut                                 

Please contact Sonya Pote on 0437 125 785, 
Francis Martuccio on 0409 177 672 or Lou 
Gurgone on 0419 526 505 for any further details.
Your continued support and generosity enables 
the cake stall to be the success that it is! 
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When submitting this article, Columban Fr Patrick McInerney 
said: “This article is about my very positive experience during 
Ramadan. I was really touched by the goodness, friendliness, 
generosity and hospitality of Muslims during this time. In the 
current climate of the bigoted, racist and Islamophobic attitudes 
that surfaced in the recent federal election, a personal testimony 
such as mine to the goodness and decency of the vast bulk of 
Muslims is all the more important. Hence I spent over four hours 
tonight writing and re-writing this article as a strong witness 
statement that expresses a Christian approach to Islam and 
Muslims.”

It was a wonderful month. I thoroughly enjoyed it. I was out 
most nights. I met lots of old friends. I made new friends. We 
shared meals. We had a great time. But we didn’t drink any 
wine!

What am I talking about? Ramadan, the Muslim month of 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving. Muslims fast from dawn to 
dusk – no food, no drink, no arguing, no swearing, no sexual 
activity. As the sun sets in the evening, they gather with family 
and friends for the iftar meal (literally, “breaking” the fast). I 
am a Catholic priest. I am not a Muslim. What has Ramadan to 
do with me? And why did I enjoy it so much?

Ramadan has become a major interfaith occasion around 
the world. It is certainly true where I now live in Sydney. 
Beside the family and neighbourhood gatherings, Muslim 
community organizations, mosques, corporate bodies, the 
NSW Parliament, the Premier, the Prime Minister, the Catholic 
Archbishop and other churches all host iftar meals. Often 
believers from other faiths are invited. Some are huge public 
events catering to hundreds. Others are for selected civic, 
religious and interfaith leaders.  Some are in private homes. 
Some provide meals for refugees, detainees, the homeless 
and the needy. Ramadan is a wave of Muslim generosity 
reaching out to the wider society.   

I have been invited to iftar meals for many years and am 
now meeting friends, so Ramadan has become a wonderful 
social time. I am touched by the warmth and friendliness of 
my Muslim hosts. I am astonished by their hospitality and 
generosity - literally thousands of guests are being fed every 
night. At one such event over 700 people were treated to 
a three course meal. But when I looked around the room I 
noted that I was the only Christian clergyman present. This 
saddened me as it indicated that the local Christian and 
Muslim communities were not in touch with each other. 
Priests and Imams who are busy meeting the needs of their 
own communities also need to reach out to each other. 
Hosting and being invited for an iftar meal are great ways to 
build those local community relations.

Ramadan is not just about fasting and feasting. It is also a 
time of spiritual devotion, of extra time spent in prayer and 

reading scripture. My daily intercession in the Eucharist was, 
“Let us pray for our Muslim sisters and brothers, that by the 
physical discipline of their fasting, the spiritual devotion of 
their hearts, and the generosity of their alms-giving, they may 
find grace and favour in God’s eyes”.  

The extraordinary generosity and hospitality of Muslims 
during Ramadan is all the more astonishing given the constant 
barrage of negative media reporting they suffer.  To counter 
this, I wish that more and more people could experience the 
goodness, warmth, friendliness, generosity and welcome of 
Muslim hosts that has been my privilege in the past month. 

And yes, I too fasted during the thirty days of Ramadan, as 
a gesture of Christian solidarity with Muslims, so that for me 
the evening meal was truly an iftar – a breaking of my fast!  
And now I am also truly joining in the celebration of Eid al-Fitr, 
the feast which marks the end of the month of fasting!  Eid 
Mubarak!  A blessed feast to all!

Rev Fr Patrick McInerney SSC is the Director of the Columban 
Mission Institute in Sydney and the Coordinator of its Centre for 
Christian-Muslim Relations.

Both these articles are reprinted from St Columbans Missionary 
Society E-News with our thanks to the authors and the editor for 
their permission.

Consider subscribing to receive this wonderful newsletter:
www.columban.org.au

Fr Patrick McInerney - 

Fasting and feasting and we didn’t drink any wine!

“I think we too are the people who, on the one 
hand, want to listen to Jesus, but on the other 
hand, at times, like to find a stick to beat others 
with, to condemn others. 
And Jesus has this message for us: mercy. I 
think — and I say it with humility — that this 
is the Lord’s most powerful message: mercy.”

Pope Francis

“True friendship multiplies the good in life
And divides its evils.  Strive to have friends,
For life without friends is like life on a desert island…
To find one real friend in a lifetime is good fortune;
To keep him is a blessing.”

Baltasar Gracian



26 SEPTEMBER 2016

What does it mean to be merciful?
These films show us visions of a world so often lacking in 
mercy, as well as worlds in which one merciful act alters the 
landscape of human experience forever. Produced by the Arts 
& Faith online community, this list spans 93 years of cinema, 
from 1921’s The Kid and The Phantom Carriage to 2014’s Love 
& Mercy.
https://imagejournal.org
The Top 25 Films on Mercy is sponsored by Image, a literary and 
arts quarterly founded in 1989 to demonstrate the vitality and 
diversity of well-made art and writing that engage seriously 
with the historic faiths of the West in our time. Now one of the 
leading literary magazines published in the English language, 
it is read all over the world - and it forms the nexus of a warm 
and lively community
1. Monsieur Vincent (1947), Maurice Cloche
Soup kitchens, homeless shelters, and other social organs of 
coordinated charity are necessary expressions of mercy in an 
enlightened society today - a social advance linked directly 
to the visionary achievements of the 17th-century priest and 
philanthropic social reformer St. Vincent de Paul, played by 
Pierre Fresnay in Cloche’s luminous film, which won a special 
Academy Award in 1949. From his unwanted ministrations in an 
impoverished village gripped by fear of plague to his advocacy 
on behalf of convicts sentenced to grueling galley slave labor, 
the film highlights Vincent’s challenge to his world to a higher 
standard of mercy while persuasively cataloguing various 
reasons most of us, now as then, fail to respond mercifully to 
poverty, sickness, or any kind of suffering: fear, fatalism, limited 
perspective, self-absorption, tribalisms of various kinds, and so 
on. 

Steven D. Greydanus
2. The Ox-Bow Incident (1943), William A. Wellman
The Ox-Bow Incident is a movie about mercy refused. The 
citizens of Ox-Bow are hardened men and women, reacting 
in fear against an outside terror that binds them together into 
an unthinking mass and blinds them to the real humanity of 
their victims. Yet throughout the film there are glimpses of 
a more excellent way, such as the example of Sparks (Leigh 
Whipper), an African American man who has seen this kind 
of violence before and steps forward to offer comfort, if not 
salvation, to the victims of the mob. The film ends with Gil 
(an excellent Henry Fonda) reading the letter of one of the 
victims. That letter summarizes the themes of mercy found 
at the heart of The Ox-Bow Incident: “There can’t be any such 
thing as civilization unless people have a conscience, because 
if people touch God anywhere, where is it except through their 
conscience? And what is anybody’s conscience except a little 
piece of the conscience of all men that ever lived?”

Nathanael T. Booth
3. Diary of a Country Priest (1951), Robert Bresson
“Make visible what, without you, might never have been seen.” 
The cinema of Robert Bresson is difficult to crystallize, but 
the great director himself came close with these words. The 
rhythm of a Bresson film has one purpose - to uncover, layer 
by layer, the effervescent connections between moments; the 
invisible fabric of life made visible through patient observation. 

No wonder, then, that his first masterpiece should be adapted 
from Georges Bernanos’ tale of a hidden, heartbroken village 
priest suffering in secret for the callous souls in his charge. 
Training an unerring eye and ear on the plain world of a 
plain priest - a life steeped in the unspectacular exercise of 
mercy - Bresson translates the loving gaze of the Father to his 
camera. The deeply broken humans surrounding our curé are 
realized with an empathetic frankness, none more so than the 
tortured Countess whose reconciliation provides the film’s 
most stunningly realized sequence. Out of this rhythm arises 
a polyphony of compassion, suffusing every moment of Diary 
with that generosity which Bazin saw as the cinema’s salient 
virtue - the love that binds all.

 Nathan Douglas
4. Happy Together (1997), Wong Kar-wai
Wong KarWai has observed that critics tend to read the title of 
this movie ironically, but that for him there is no irony. No irony 
in the title, perhaps, but Happy Together is deeply concerned 
with the fundamental irony that mercy all too often can tip over 
into its opposite. When Ho Po-wing (Leslie Cheung) is beaten, 
his estranged lover Lai Yiu-fai (Tony Leung Chiu Wai) nurses 
him back to health, bathing him, letting him sleep on the bed, 
feeding him. These acts of mercy are, at first, disinterested; the 
two men are no longer lovers, and Lai Yiu-fai has no desire to 
rekindle the relationship. However, Lai Yiu-fai becomes deeply 
embroiled in the relationship and mercy and selfishness begin 
to blend into each other. In spite of this irony, the two men find 
mercy in precisely the fleeting moments of happiness referred 
to in the title.

Nathanael T. Boot
5. Les Misérables (1935), Richard Boleslawski
Influenced by Dreyer, Boleslawski’s cinematic version of Victor 
Hugo’s classic possesses both whole-hearted sincerity and 
unabashed Christianity. The lost life of the justifiably bitter and 
disillusioned Jean Valjean (Frederic March) is transformed by 
the mercy offered him by Bishop Myriel (Sir Cedric Hardwicke). 
Meanwhile, Javert (a memorably internally conflicted Charles 
Laughton) is a courageous, principled police inspector 
committed to the uncompromising pursuit of law and order 
in a world torn apart by revolution. In this atmospheric gem 
of a film, the wide-reaching consequences of the repeated 
confrontations between mercy and justice, personified by 
these two characters, are set in the midst of the black and 
white luminosity, long dark shadows and beautiful imagery of 
Citizen Kane’s cinematographer, Gregg Toland.

Jeremy Purves
6. Of Gods and Men (2010), Xavier Beauvois
Xavier Beauvois’s 2010 film Des homes et des dieux recounts 
the assassination of seven Trappist monks living in a Tibhirine 
monastery during the 1996 Algerian Civil War. Until then, this 
small band of Christian brothers had lived peacefully with their 
Muslim neighbors, providing medical care and assistance. The 
film beautifully renders the quiet rhythm of their devotion; 
prayers, hymns, and silences woven daily around their small 
acts of care for local villagers. But when the threat of violence 
from Islamic fundamentalists looms, the monks debate the cost 
of staying. Their hymns and conversations become conflicted 
as they weigh the balance of their lives against the call to love 

MERCY?
During this year of Mercy Pope Francis has called on us all to reflect on the qualities of Mercy within ourselves, within those 
around us and , how we can effectively  reflect this quality of Mercy within our everyday lives.
This article is offered as a means to be entertained as well as to reflect the qualities of Mercy – So if you are bored with what 
commercial TV has to offer – perhaps you would consider “wading” through, some if not all of these - 
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and fidelity.
Through these meditations, confessions of fear, and a final 
loaf of bread broken together as Tchaikovksy’s Swan Lake fills 
the room, we see the Christian gospel materialize. The ancient 
narrative of Jesus’ love for his enemies comes to life. The 
inevitable peril is received as an opportunity to bear witness 
to the miracle of peace even if it seems a lost cause. And in this 
exquisite film, we learn that while the scope of mercy is often 
small, its cost is often immeasurably great.

M. Leary
7. The Elephant Man (1980), David Lynch
The Elephant Man dramatizes the true story of Joseph Merrick, 
named John in the film, a man suffering from a to-this-day 
undiagnosed combination of shocking physical deformities. 
Lynch’s film, his second feature, following Eraserhead, tells of 
Merrick’s (John Hurt) discovery in a freak show by Dr. Frederick 
Treves (Anthony Hopkins) and Treves’s attempts to give the 
long-suffering Merrick a better life. Merrick’s story is possibly 
Lynch’s most straightforward and sentimental film, though 
the lovely black and white cinematography and surrealistic 
beginning and ending sequences featuring Merrick’s mother 
are typically Lynchian. It would be easy to attribute the role of 
mercy in the film to Treves’ consideration of the unfortunate 
Merrick, but mercy is significantly found in the actions of 
Merrick himself: in his love and his insistence on his own dignity 
among his fellow human beings despite his poor treatment at 
their hands. Merrick demonstrates mercy for the condition of a 
humanity that was not reciprocated, even unto his own death.  

Anders Bergstrom
8. Frisco Jenny (1932), William A. Wellman
Released in 1932, two years before Hollywood studios began 
enforcing the restrictive guidelines of the Motion Picture 
Production Code, William A. Wellman’s Frisco Jenny remains 
shockingly modern in 2016. Ruth Chatterton stars in the title 
role, as a good-hearted gal turned madam and bootlegger 
who is fiercely unrepentant of the choices she’s made. That is, 
until the final moments of the film, when she’s transformed, 
miraculously, into a cinematic saint on par with Dreyer’s Joan 
and Bresson’s country priest.
 Darren Hughes
9. The Son (2002), Jean-Pierre & Luc Dardenne
The Dardenne brothers craft cinematic parables that evoke 
an ethical imagination within the viewer through subverting 
expectations. At first glance, The Son may feel like a typical 
revenge thriller as a carpenter (Olivier Gourmet) takes a 
young man as an apprentice with the knowledge that this 
troubled boy is the murderer of his son. But while images of 
saws and tools intimate violence and a tense third-act journey 

to an isolated lumberyard seems to set up an act of revenge, 
the Dardennes continually resist convention for the sake of 
mystery and mercy. The film opens in media res, the camera 
frantically following Olivier as we wonder where this man 
is headed. Olivier’s enigmatic decisions keep the audience 
guessing, the tension building as the carpenter and the young 
man grow closer, and the final scenes offer a catharsis that 
feels at-once earned and inexplicable. At one point, Olivier’s 
estranged wife tearfully asks him why he would take the killer 
of their son under his wing. “I don’t know,” is all he can say. We 
don’t know either. Sometimes—perhaps every time—acts of 
mercy confound our human expectations and tendencies, but 
we are always moved when we see them.

Joel Mayward
10. A Tale of Two Cities (1935), Jack Conway & 
       Robert Z. Leonard
Ronald Colman’s Sydney Carton is an alcoholic barrister who, 
despite his natural intelligence and legal talent, has allowed 
his personal life to empty of both love and meaning.  Then, 
despite his dissolute and failed lifestyle, he is offered only the 
mercy of mere friendship by Miss Manette.  The direct result 
of this, despite all his other dreams having been crushed, is 
that history suddenly gives Carton the opportunity to perform 
one of the most famous acts of self-sacrificial mercy in all of 
literature.  Fatally ensnared by revolutionary cruelty, showing 
mercy can also be an act of heroism, and this act enables 
Carton to offer strength and comfort to those  around him in 
the closing minutes. 

Jeremy Purves
11. Scrooge (1951), Brian Desmond Hurst
12. The Kid (1921), Charlie Chaplin
13. The Kid with a Bike (2011), Jean-Pierre & Luc Dardenne
14. Oops, I will tell you next edition!
15. Joyeux Noël (2005), Christian Carion
16. Love & Mercy (2014), Bill Pohlad
17. Munyurangabo (2007), Lee Isaac Chung
18. The Phantom Carriage (1921), Victor Sjöström
19. Tsotsi (2005), Gavin Hood
20. The Devil and Daniel Webster (1941), William Dieterle
21. Hadewijch (2009), Bruno Dumont
22. Pieces of April (2003), Peter Hedges
23. Spirited Away (2001), Hayao Miyazaki
24. The Island (2006), PavelLungin
25. Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind (1984), 
       Hayao Miyazaki
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Congratulations to our First Communicants 2016
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Backyard Magpies
Prologue: This episode relates to our life over the past five 
months while Ann’s sister Maureen was staying with us. 
Her husband Barry (76) had fallen through the ceiling while 
attempting repairs and was ill in hospital after such a serious 
fall. Barry never recovered, save for a few lucid moments,  and 
his funeral was held in Mathoura three weeks ago. We also 
recognise the passing of our brave friend Fred Sultana, after 
Fred lost his battle with cancer.

Episode 1: The Twig
When loved friends and family members pass away there are 
tears, celebrations and opportunities to reflect on mortality, 
greatness and our ongoing relationships.

Like the family of magpies that frequent our backyard,  we 
shuffle inevitably towards the end of the branch just getting on 
with doing what we do every day. Sometimes the branch gets 
busier and the  nest temporarily gets a bit fuller. Occasionally, 
there can be an unexpected departure:  a thud and a space on 
the wrong side of the shuffling line. This can be surprising even 
shocking and leaves us sad and tearful for a while. 

But the family and friends get together, help out and 
ultimately remember. Reflecting on a life well spent is cause 
for celebration. The funeral provides us with a summary of 
accomplishments, efforts in the local community, shows the 
strength of the family, the loving partner of many years, the 
strong educated children and esteem in which the departed 
one was held. Later, as I photograph the groups of people at 
the wake, some of whom have come a long way to celebrate 
a life well lived, people are initially sombre and a little reticent. 
They begin to share remembrances, happy times and news. 
After two or three beers everyone wants their photo taken. 
Family groups, friends and acquaintances not seen for ages 
want to remember this celebration and one another.

This year we also farewelled Mohamed Ali, self-proclaimed 
and recognised as the “greatest” in the ring, who also achieved 
greater things in life for pacifism, equality and struggling against 
debilitating illness to light an Olympic flame. Greatness comes 
in many forms and often just a little at a time. Our daily lives 
are full of struggles but things add up every day: homemaking, 
working, school,  being kind, serving others, dealing with life. 
This kind of greatness comes in daily doses and it is sometimes 
difficult to see the trend. When we put all these things together 
at the end we have a collection of exploits, trials, failures and 
successes worth celebrating. 

There’s undoubtedly a little bit of greatness going on in your 
backyard every day. While the shuffling continues, don’t wait 
for the next unexpected thud to reach out and share with your 
friends and family - every day is to be savoured.

Maureen, Ann, Bernie, Naomi, Bernie, Jamie, Lucas and Joshua 
thank our community of holy Spirit friends for their support 
while Maureen stayed with us during Barry’s illness and the 
good wishes for Maureen and her family at his passing.

Bernie Chandler

The Missionaries of Charity 
in Melbourne invite you to join them 

in their celebration of the

CANONISATION OF 
MOTHER TERESA

A thanksgiving Mass will be held at 
All Saints Catholic Church, 

King William St. Fitzroy 
(near the Town Hall)

Saturday 10 September
at 4pm.

Refreshments afterwards in the hall. 

All welcome.
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Luke 10. 38-42
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 
She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 
listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by 
her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you 
not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 
Tell her then to help me.’ 41 But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there 
is need of only one thing.*Mary has chosen the better part, 
which will not be taken away from her.’

Reflection
What did Martha do wrong? How can sitting on your backside 
listening be better than serving Jesus? Luke seems to get 
women wrong sometimes eh? Like the women are just a little 
bit backgrounded and seen as helpers rather than doers. 
Perhaps this preference for Mary fits in with the culture of the 
times Luke was writing in and reflected the role of women as 
men’s servants rather than as equals. Mary sitting, listening 
to Jesus would be seen as a student or scholar, an equal in 
a sense, a role mostly associated with men. But remember 
ministry is service! Still maybe Martha gets it wrong! And 
what she got wrong is most understandable – she wanted 
recognition! Don’t we all? When we have put in, worked hard, 
exhausted ourselves in the interests of others, we just want a 
‘thank you’ or ‘good onya’ from somebody we love and we can 
go on. I want to separate the rightful recognition of women 
in our culture today from what I am talking about. It’s not just 
women who deserve recognition it is all who serve who merit 
acknowledgment for their efforts. And it is bloody hard if you 
don’t get it.

As many of you know we have been in Alice for six months 
and now have returned to Darwin for a stint. Majella and Levi 
have also come up for a holiday. As many of you also know 
my darling Jude has dementia which is progressing. On Friday 
night Gordon and Rashana, the rest of Majella’s family were 
due to arrive but before they arrived, at about 8.00 p.m., Jude 
went down to the granny flat to sleep. She has been unwell 
with bronchitis for 8 days and I was sure she needed the rest. 
I was glad she went. Majella and I sat up waiting for the rest 
of the family to arrive and at last they did causing Levi great 
excitement. There was quite a bit of noise in the house at 
about 9.00 p.m. as Rashana and Levi cuddled and screamed 
with delight. Jude emerged from the granny flat furious. She 
did not smile and welcome them but lambasted me for not 
coming down and waking her up to let her know they had 
arrived. She really paid out. I had of course deliberately not 
gone down to wake her wanting her to get as much rest as 
possible. In fact we had to go to the doctor yesterday four days 
after this incident; such is the continuing severity of her illness. 
But this rationalisation was of absolutely no use to my enraged 
wife. She was white hot cross and I was an ‘arsehole’.
I am sure that every single one of you has been in a situation 
similar to mine. Jude could not be convinced that I had been 
thinking of her welfare and I could not reason with her. That’s all 
normal dealing with this illness, but in the end I lost it. I yelled 
back! Yes I wanted recognition just like Martha. And sometimes 
(in my case all the time dealing with her condition) it’s just not 
coming and you just have to get on with the job!
We acknowledge the courage of Mike and Jude for the public 
sharing of this very personal story and we hope that it may bring 
comfort to those sharing a similar story. Know that you are loved 
and thought of and definitely not forgotten by our community.

THE BETTER PART
Michael Bowden | July 13, 2016

THE SISTERS - A TROUBLESOME GOSPEL
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An Australian bishop appointed by Pope Francis has powerfully called 
on the church to make space for lesbian, bisexual, and gay people, and 
to examine how it handles homosexuality, as part of his larger call for 
the church to press on in the work set forth by Vatican II.
Bishop Vincent Long, OFM Conv., of Parramatta offered his remarks 
during the Ann D. Clark Lecture last week.  His talk was titled, “Pope 
Francis and the Challenge of Being Church Today”. Bishop Long said that 
among the church’s “greatest challenges” today is being inclusive, to be 
a church where, in Pope Francis’ vision, all are radically welcome. The 
Bishop explained his definition of real ecclesial inclusiveness:“By that I 
mean there must be space for everyone, especially those who have been 
hurt, excluded or alienated, be they abuse victims, survivors, divorcees, 
gays, lesbians, women, disaffected members”.

His talk was titled “Pope Francis and the challenge of 
being church today”.
Ann D Clark Lecture delivered by Most Rev Vincent Long OFM Conv, 
Bishop of Parramatta, Evan Theatre, Penrith Panthers, 18 August 2016.
Friends,
What a difference the Holy Spirit can make! When Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI announced his resignation in early 2013, we were adrift, 
like I was adrift in the Pacific Ocean during my epic voyage. Why? 
Because in 600 years, there had not been a papal resignation. There 
had not been any hint of it prior to the announcement that surprised 
everyone, even the cardinals who had been summoned to the Vatican 
for the consistory. They were absolutely flummoxed and speechless. 
Holy smoke and holy chaos! The Barque of Peter was truly launched 
into uncharted waters. We Catholics felt we were in dire straits. The 
mood wasn’t good. And yet somehow that mood was changed 
remarkably with the arrival of a rather unlikely pope. He said it himself 
as he appeared on the balcony after the conclave: “The cardinals have 
gone to the ends of the earth to find the new Bishop of Rome”. Talk about 
a God of surprises. It was like Princess Penzance and Michelle Payne 
winning the Melbourne Cup. No one saw it coming. No one predicted 
it.

Reading signs of the times
We are not out of woods by any means. Even the greatest pope cannot 
solve all the problems we have in the Church. In Australia, we seem 
to have reached a critical juncture. Not only are we afflicted by such 
things as the decline in Sunday worship, the fall in religious practice, 
the dearth of the priesthood and religious life, etc … we also face the 
biggest challenge to date, which is the loss of our moral credibility and 
trust capital due to the sexual abuse crisis. Nevertheless, it must be 
said that Pope Francis is the embodiment of our hope. His unexpected 
election and the way he exercises his leadership give us a breath of 
fresh air and a source of great hope. Even though the journey ahead of 
us is daunting, we are bolstered by the fresh energy that the Holy Spirit 
has given to us even as we face a critical juncture in human history.
I make bold to say that this is the unexpected way of God. Consistently 
in salvation history, he has brought unexpected outcomes out of the 
most crushing defeats. Out of the ashes of the exile, he brought about 
the new Israel; out of the ashes of the crucifixion, the resurrection; 
out of the ashes of the Roman persecution, the universal Church. 
Watershed moments can be catalysts for renewal and transformation.
I believe that we are living in a watershed and a privileged moment 
in the history of the Church. Just as the biblical exile brought about 
the most transforming experience that profoundly shaped the faith 
of Israel, this transition time can potentially launch the Church into a 
new era of hope, engagement and solidarity that the Second Vatican 
Council beckoned us with great foresight. From where I stand, the 
arrival of Pope Francis and his emphasis on servant leadership have 
unambiguously signaled this new era. He, himself, said poignantly 
that we are not living in an era of change but change of an era. By this, 
he means that it is the Church that needs to live up to its fundamental 

call to be “ecclesia semper reformanda” or the church always in need 
of reform in order to be in sync with the movement of the Holy Spirit 
and direction of the Kingdom. It is not “business as usual”. There needs 
to be an attitudinal change at every level, a conversion of mind and 
heart that conforms us to the spirit of the Gospel, a new wine into 
new wineskins, not a superficial change or, worse, a retreat into 
restorationism.

Launch into deeper waters
I have a particular interest in the biblical experience of the exile. My 
personal story of being a refugee, my struggle for a new life in Australia, 
coupled with my Franciscan heritage have all contributed to the sense 
of hope which was the legacy of the exile of old and which should 
inform and enlighten our present exile experience. Like the prophets 
who accompanied their people, interpreted the signs of the times and 
led them in the direction of the kingdom – the arc of salvation history 
if you like – we must do the same for our people in the context of this 
new millennium.
Our story, the Judeo-Christian story, is a narrative of hope in despair 
and of reordering human relationships in the light of unfolding 
revelation. It began with the story in Genesis where the seed of hope 
was sown and a promise of redemption was made in the face of sin 
and brokenness. The story of the great exile likewise puts in bold relief 
how hope was born in a situation of utter vulnerability. In the light 
of this experience, there occurred a paradigm shift in the way the 
people related to God and to others. A vengeful, jealous, petty and 
tribal deity gave way to a much more expansive vision of the divine: 
a truly universal and all-embracing God. As a consequence, human 
relationships and social structures were reordered in a way that was 
consonant with the evolving consciousness.
The Judeo-Christian story finds its ultimate expression in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus – the source and the ground of its 
hope and renewal. But it also continues to unfold throughout history, 
especially at its pivotal moments. Thus, when persecution forced the 
church to disperse from her Jewish home, she learned to welcome the 
gentiles and became a refuge for the persecuted. When she came out 
of the catacombs into an imperial Christendom, places of learning, 
contemplation, prayer and solidarity sprung up in response to the 
thirst for authentic discipleship, hope and renewal.
Now we find ourselves in yet another pivotal moment in history. Just 
as the Berlin wall collapsed, the walls of Christendom too have been 
blown away the wind of secularisation. We are forced to move out of 
our catacombs into the open, into the new unfamiliar world of post-
modernity where nothing is taken for granted as far as faith and belief 
go. Like the disciples on the Sea of Galilee, we are roused by the Spirit 
of Jesus to launch the Barque of Peter into deeper waters (Luke 5:4).
My episcopal motto, ‘Duc in altum’, is a perennial test of radical 
discipleship. It is a call like that of Abraham and Sarah, to leave the 
familiar and the comfortable, to go to the unknown destination. It 
is a theme made with urgency and constancy by Pope Francis. It is a 
church that dares to risk the new frontier rather than a church that is 
anchored in a safe harbour. The Barque of Peter is once again pushed 
out into deeper and more treacherous waters. Here, in the new exile 
and inhospitable landscape, we must learn to walk with others: other 
faiths, other traditions, other voices, including those who oppose and 
are critical of us. We learn to be the humble servants of the Kingdom 
and the sacrament of God’s love and presence in the world.

The challenge to offer a hopeful vision
I believe that one of the critical challenges for the church today is that 
of prophetic reframing. It is the ability to read the signs of the times 
and interpret them in a way that offers fresh and hopeful vision for 
the future despite appearances to the contrary. The prophet knows 
the past promise of God’s word, but knows how to interpret this word 
in her or his life and to speak that word to others that will lift them up.

Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv delivers 2016 Ann D Clark Lecture 
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One of the stories that has a feminist touch and a particular relevance 
to us today is the story of the Hebrew midwives Puah and Shiprah. 
Their courage, imagination, and daring are highlighted in the very 
first chapter of Exodus. It was a critical situation vis-à-vis the future 
of a people. Yet Puah and Shiprah were up to the task of reframing a 
harsh reality into a vision of fresh hope. They did so by refusing to obey 
Pharaoh’s command and by showing faithfulness to God in delivering 
new life, thus securing a vital future for his people.
Today, in the midst of many situations of seeming hopelessness, 
it is easy for us to be overwhelmed and numbed. We feel unable to 
meet the challenge of delivering new life on behalf of those who 
feel hopeless and disenfranchised. Yet like Puah and Shiprah, we are 
challenged to present an alternative vision of fresh hope. When we 
are on the side of the poor, the vulnerable, the suffering people and 
when we stand in solidarity with those without hope and act together, 
we can be channels of hope. In opening our eyes and hearts to the 
sufferings of our world, hope can be awakened, a hope that allows us 
to see things from the perspective of God.
This was what Mary MacKillop did when she rallied her sisters behind 
the poor and vulnerable in colonial Australia. She took a prophetic 
stance, not simply in providing affordable quality Catholic education 
and health care to the poor masses, but fundamentally in meeting the 
great cultural challenges of their times. “Never see a need without doing 
something about it”. In acting out of a strong passion for the Kingdom 
and a visceral compassion for the suffering, she brought about a fresh 
hope for others.
Like her, we are called to be channels of hope and to meet the 
challenges of our times. In what ways can we follow her prophetic 
vision and apply it to our context? Who are the people without hope 
and how can we reframe the harsh realities that they experience into 
a hopeful future?

The challenge to go to the margins
Pope Francis constantly calls us to move beyond the security of the 
status quo and take the risk of going to the periphery. The church 
must be the church of the poor and for the poor. The church must 
go out of itself in order to be close to those in need. Conversely, the 
church that does not go out into the world keeps Jesus imprisoned.
The church without its missionary impulse is unhealthy. For him, 
this missionary impulse has little to do with doing the minimum, 
with complacency and mediocrity. In fact, it has everything to do 
with taking risks and living with enthusiasm and commitment. We 
should not be content with the status quo, especially when that 
status quo is less than what God wants for us as individuals and as a 
community. Australia is a wonderful country but where it is in terms of 
its treatment of asylum seekers, Indigenous and marginalised people 
should trouble us.
If one can detect the direction of Pope Francis’ pontificate, it has 
something to do with the movement from security to boldness, from 
inward looking to outward looking, from preoccupation with our 
status quo, safeguarding our privileges to learning to be vulnerable, 
learning to convey God’s compassion to those who are on the edges 
of society and church.
Hence our challenge is to accompany people from the margins into a 
journey towards the fullness of life and love. It is to embrace the call 
of the Second Vatican Council to identify with the joys and hopes, the 
griefs and the anxieties of those who are poor and in anyway afflicted. 
It is to be the bearer of joy to those who are most deprived of it. To 
do this, he/she must be able to live in and to bridge the yawning gap, 
the liminal space between the ideal and the real, between what the 
church teaches and how the people respond.
We feel torn between the two. As representatives of the Church 
and her servants, we want to be faithful and preserve her unity and 
integrity. And yet, on the other hand, we know that we must also 
walk with our people, identifying with them in their struggles, their 
questions and their uncertainties. We know that the faith and its 
radical demands cannot be compromised and accommodated to suit 

everyone’s interpretation. At the same time, the 50 shades of grey 
that life can present to the people in the real world demand that we 
walk with them in the search for truth in love. We look to Christ for 
inspiration in the way he immersed himself in their world and walked 
with them on the journey to liberation.
In fact, history has shown that religious life is invariably involved with 
a critique of the status quo, a dissatisfaction of accommodation and a 
search for fresh and radical ways of following Christ. The challenge for 
those who wish to live the ideals of the Gospel is to not lose sight of 
the divine pathos and God’s preferential option for the poor.
It is a vocation of the Christian leader to be with his people in their 
hopes and struggles, anxieties and fears. He/she is to be “a Malcolm in 
the middle” who occupies in betwixt and between, liminal, peripheral 
and precarious places. It is not easy to be in the middle, and to be loyal 
to both ends of the spectrum, to belong to the Church of orthodoxy 
and yet also to minister in the world of the unorthodox. That is really 
between the rock and the hard place as they call it. Yet, that is the 
calling of the leader, because we are meant to be at the coalface, in the 
messiness of it all and at the same time in fidelity to the Gospel. We are 
sent to the strong and the weak, the wholesome and the broken, the 
churched and the unchurched, the pious and the impious, the normal 
and the bizarre. We are sent to them through the gate, who is Christ. 
We are sent often from the inside out and not from the outside in. 
Like Christ in his ministry among the sick and the lost, we are called to 
meet God in the most unlikely people and places.
Pope Francis challenges all of us to divest ourselves of clericalism and 
elitism, and return to the purity of the Gospel. His constant call to 
the church to be less concerned with itself and to be more outward 
looking encourages us to walk with our people in the ambiguities 
and complexities of their lives. The self-referential church steeped in a 
culture of splendour is in stark contrast with the church of the poor and 
for the poor. It is the latter that we who pattern ourselves according to 
Jesus the prophet on the margins endeavour to serve. It is like new 
wine in new wineskins. The leader for today’s church and today’s world 
is like Christ among the marginalised, the sick and sinner.
How can we respond to the challenge of being a church at the margins 
today? Where are the new “peripheries” and new “horizons” in Catholic 
education that we are called to be and to offer nearness and proximity?
The challenge to be a merciful church
By proclaiming the Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Francis wants it to be a 
special time for the church to contemplate the mystery of mercy 
and become a more effective sign of God’s action in the world. The 
symbolic opening of the Holy Door in Rome – which is to be replicated 
in all particular churches – serves to remind us of the joy and hope 
that the Holy Spirit ushered through the Second Vatican Council. One 
cannot help but feel the ardent desire of the Holy Father in relaunching 
the project of the Council which is to present the Gospel to the men 
and women of their time in a new, fresh, more accessible and credible 
way. “The walls which too long had made the church a kind of fortress 
were torn down and the time had come to proclaim the Gospel in a 
new way.” (MisericordiaeVultus 4)
Prior to the Second Vatican Council, the church was suspicious of 
the world, which was perceived as evil. Remember the classic three 
enemies: the world, the flesh and the devil. It was a defensive, fortress 
church. Followed the lead of Pope John XXIII and his optimistic 
aggiornamento, guided by “the signs of the times”, the gathered 
bishops recognised that the church needed to open itself to the 
world, engage with the world and even to learn from the world. 
GaudiumetSpes, the guiding document of the Council, presented 
a new paradigm: the church is not an enclosure which protects its 
members against the sinful world. It is a fellow pilgrim with the men 
and women of our age. It is a church incarnate in the world. Therefore, 
it is time not of fearful retreat, disengagement and self-referential 
pomp, but of accompaniment and engagement. The Jubilee of Mercy 
is opportune for us to respond anew to the clarion call of the Council 
to engage with the hopes and joys, the griefs and anxieties of the 
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people of our age. Thus Pope Francis affirms: “The time has come for the 
Church to take up the joyful call to mercy once more. It is time to return to 
the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and 
sisters.” (MV10)
Pope Francis uses a rather unconventional term to describe the 
church. He famously says that pastors need to wear the scent of the 
sheep. Then he describes the church as a field hospital that treats the 
wounded after the battle. “The thing the church needs most today is the 
ability to heal wounds and to warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs 
nearness, proximity”. That is his vision of the ideal church. Not a perfect 
society, nor the enclosure for the privileged but a refuge for the poor, 
an oasis for the weary and a hospital for the wounded. When I was in 
Italy, I was very intrigued by the private tombs in many churches. In 
medieval time, it was not uncommon for high-ranking ecclesiastics, 
royals and even well-heeled citizens to be buried in ornate church 
buildings. I wonder if this was a vestige of the time when the Church 
was the arena for power. I wonder if this was the natural progression 
of the imperial Church, which came to be born after the conversion of 
Constantine. Thank God Pope Francis has reclaimed for us the vision 
of Church of the ‘anawim‘. ‘Anawim’ refers to the faithful few or the 
remnants who endured much suffering and who formed the nucleus 
of the new Israel after the exile.
The field hospital is not concerned about defending against threat 
of encroachment and loss of its status and privileges. Instead, it goes 
out of itself to respond to the needs of those whose lives are at risk. 
It engages with the world rather than withdraws into enclaves. In 
fact, time and again, Pope Francis challenges the church to not be 
concerned with its own prerogatives. “I prefer a church which is bruised, 
hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a 
church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its 
own security”. (The Joy of the Gospel 49)
Being merciful is at the heart of Catholic identity. It is not simply a 
matter of acting with mercy and compassion to those in need with our 
position of power and privilege intact. Rather, it is a radical discipleship 
of vulnerability and powerlessness in the footsteps of the humble 
servant of God. It is an existential stance in favour of the weak and 
the vulnerable in the face of the prevalent business model of success 
and power. It is about building people and relationships rather than 
profit and size. It has to do with the Kingdom mentality rather than 
the empire mentality. How can we be the merciful face of God to a 
wounded humanity in our school communities and families? How do 
we balance the need for recognition and success on the one hand and 
the fundamental ethos of care for the broken and the wounded on 
the other?
The challenge to be an inclusive church
For me, one of the greatest challenges the church faces today is to 
be inclusive, to be a big tent church. Pope Francis urges us to be a 
church where everyone can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and 
encouraged to live according to the Gospel. You heard me say in my 
Installation Homily that there can be no future for the living church 
without this vital sense of ecclesial inclusiveness. By that I mean there 
must be space for everyone, especially those who have been hurt, 
excluded or alienated, be they abuse victims, survivors, divorcees, 
gays, lesbians, women, disaffected members. The church will be less 
than what Christ intends it to be when issues of inclusion and equality 
are not fully addressed. That is why you heard me say that I am guided 
by the radical vision of Christ. I am committed to make the church 
in Parramatta the house for all peoples, a church where there is less 
an experience of exclusion but more an encounter of radical love, 
inclusiveness and solidarity.
The teachings of Jesus like the parable of the Good Samaritan 
challenge us to think outside the square, outside the established 
patterns, norms and conventions. Jesus teaches us some home truths 
that are truly confronting and incisive. Samaritans were considered 
outsiders and outcasts by ordinary Jews. Yet in the parable, it was 
the Samaritan who was the unlikely hero. For he showed love and 

compassion to the person in need. On the contrary, the priest and the 
Levite, who were considered the respected class of society and the 
custodians of tradition, were found wanting. They put tradition and 
law in the way of basic human love. Thus, in crafting the characters in 
their cultural and religious context, Jesus really upset the tulip cart. 
He questioned the prevailing assumptions and stereotyped attitudes. 
He turned the presumed order of moral goodness upside down. The 
holders of tradition failed the test of good neighbour while the outcast 
proved himself an unlikely champion of basic human decency, mercy 
and compassion.
We can no longer understand the parable just in terms of being kind 
to those in need. It is an incisive lesson that cuts our prejudices to 
the quick. The lawyer who posed the question to Jesus “who is my 
neighbour” went away with much more than he had bargained for. He 
was challenged to be the neighbour and to be one like the Samaritan. 
It would have been a profound and indeed humbling revelation: The 
villain had become a hero and vice versa. The meaning of goodness, 
humanity, moral uprightness had been redefined. The boundaries 
of acceptance, inclusion and love had been annulled. Jesus had 
presented to him a radical new way of seeing, acting and relating.
That is what Jesus consistently does. He has a habit of challenging 
ingrained stereotyped attitudes, subverting the tyranny of the 
majority, breaking social taboos, pushing the boundaries of love and 
redefining its meaning. “You heard it said that love your neighbour 
and hate your enemy. But I say to you …” His interactions with women, 
with tax collectors and other types of social outcast are nothing short 
of being revolutionary and boundary breaking. It is his radical vision of 
love, inclusion and human flourishing that ought to guide our pastoral 
response.
As the Gospel illustrates, it is the holders of the tradition who are often 
guilty of prejudice, discrimination and oppressive stereotype. We in 
the church today need to examine our own attitudes and actions 
towards the victims of injustice and adopt what I would call a seamless 
garment approach. We cannot be a strong moral force and an effective 
prophetic voice in society if we are simply defensive, inconsistent and 
divisive with regards to certain social issues. We cannot talk about the 
integrity of creation, the universal and inclusive love of God, while 
at the same time colluding with the forces of oppression in the ill-
treatment of racial minorities, women and homosexual persons. It 
won’t wash with young people, especially when we purport to treat 
gay people with love and compassion and yet define their sexuality 
as “intrinsically disordered”. This is particularly true when the church 
has not been a shining beacon and a trail-blazer in the fight against 
inequality and intolerance. Rather, it has been driven involuntarily into 
a new world where many of the old stereotypes have been put to rest 
and the identities and rights of the marginalised are accorded justice, 
acceptance, affirmation and protection in our secular and egalitarian 
society.
In one of his interviews on a rather thorny issue of homosexuality, 
Pope Francis says that we must always consider the person, because – 
I quote, “when God looks at a gay person, does he endorse the existence 
of this person with love, or reject and condemn this person?” It seems to 
me that the Pope has more than moved away from the approach of 
condemnation and judgment. He has refocused on the proclamation 
of God’s love for the poor, the vulnerable and the marginalised; he has 
firmly placed the pastoral emphasis on the dignity of every person; he 
has committed the church to the way of engagement, affirmation and 
compassion which is at the heart of the Gospel. The church can only 
be the conduit of compassion and speak the language of hope to a 
broken humanity when it truly personifies powerlessness and stands 
where Christ once stood, that is, firmly on the side of the outcast and 
the most vulnerable.
The synod on the family was essentially an exercise in administering 
the medicine of mercy to the wounded. In the past, the results of 
synods were sometimes seen to be foregone conclusions. This synod, 
however, has seen the unleashing of the energy long locked up 



34 SEPTEMBER 2016

beneath the ice of institutional security. Pope Francis has really lived 
up to his vision of the Church daring to break loose from its comfort 
zone and self-referential mentality. It is a church attentive to the signs 
of the times and incarnate grace at work in the world, even among the 
unorthodox and the marginalised. Much emphasis has been placed 
on the question of communion to the divorced and remarried. Yet, 
through the lens of mercy, the real question is how the missionary 
church can accommodate and accompany those struggling to live 
and still falling short of the Christian ideal. This ecclesial inclusiveness 
was instrumental to the doubting Thomas’ journey to faith. There must 
be a necessary space for dialogue and growth for the doubters and 
dissenters like Thomas. The capacity to create and nurture that space 
is characteristic of a church that walks the walk with the weak.
Catholic schools are premised on the fundamental dignity of each and 
every person. Attention to the most vulnerable and needy is written 
into our DNA, our Catholic ethos. How can we be places where this 
sense of ecclesial inclusiveness is fully expressed? In what ways can we 
advance Jesus’ radical vision of love, inclusion and human flourishing 
in our communities?
Conclusion
In summary, I believe we are living in a time of grace and hope precisely 
because this fallow time allows us to rid ourselves of what is unworthy 
of Christ and to grow more deeply in our identity and mission as his 
disciples. Hence, it is the time to reclaim for the Church:
* Less a role of power, dominance and privilege but more a position 

of vulnerability and powerlessness;
* Less an enclosure for the virtuous but more an oasis for the weary 

and downtrodden;
* Less an experience of exclusion and elitism but more an encounter 

of radical love, inclusiveness and solidarity;
* Less of an attitude of ‘we are right and you are wrong’ and more of 

an attitude of openness to truth wherever and whoever it is to be 
found;

* Less a leadership of control and clericalism but more a diakonia of a 
humble servant exemplified by Christ at the Last Supper;

* Less a language of condemnation but more a language of 
affirmation and compassion; and

* Less a preoccupation for its own maintenance but more a concern 
for the Kingdom of God.

In the end, though, I firmly believe that we’re on the threshold of 
renewal and transformation. The Second Vatican Council set in 
motion a new paradigm that cannot be thwarted by fear and paralysis. 
Once the genie is out of the bottle, it cannot be put back. That new 
paradigm is one that is based on mutuality not exclusion, love not fear, 
service not clericalism, engagement with the world not flight from or 
hostility against it, incarnate grace not dualism. The Holy Spirit is at 
work even at a time of great anguish. He accompanies us as we move 
in the direction of the Kingdom.
Pope Francis has unleashed a new energy, he has poured a new wine 
which cannot be contained in old wineskins. He has challenged us to 
move in concert with him and bring about the rebirth of the church. I 
am endeavouring to follow the Pope’s lead. I have forfeited my Qantas 
Club membership, which is not a big deal these days. I fly with Tiger 
regularly – on a wing and a prayer. But that’s the easy part. The harder 
part is to do what most of you do, which is to labour at the coalface 
of the church. It is have the smell of the sheep, to walk with people, 
identifying with them in their struggles, their questions and their 
uncertainties. It is to discern and live out the vision of hope in the 
midst of life’s disappointments.
May we be like the prophets for our people during this our 
contemporary exile. May we be strengthened to walk the journey of 
faith with them, proclaim the message of hope, the signs of the new 
Kairos and lead them in the direction of the Kingdom. May all of us 
enact the rhythm of the paschal mystery of dying and rising in the 
pattern of our Lord who is the Alpha and the Omega.
Amen

The Writers Festival is on for ten days every year, from late 
August to the beginning of September. Those members of our 
book group who could make it on the chosen day, gathered 
at Federation Square, eager to listen to, and be inspired by, 
writers and their stories. There are many very different sessions 
going on at any given time, and it can be hard to choose, but 
this year seven of us chose to start with “Coffee and Papers”. On 
arrival we were all given a copy of the “Age” newspaper, and 
(most important) a voucher for coffee. The panel consisted of a 
journalist, the american writer Angela Flournoy and two others. 
After discussing Angela’s book and all the why’s and wherefore’s 
of how she came to write it etc:  which was all very interesting, 
we turned our attention to various articles contained in the 
“Age”, and people in the audience were asked for comments and 
questions.  After Coffee and Papers I went to listen to a question 
and answer session with Tim Costello. Although he is one of 
our most recognised voices on social justice, having engaged 
in public debates on issues such as gambling, homelessness, 
etc: etc:, he is of course most widely known for his work as 
C.E.O. of World Vision. It was interesting to learn something of 
hie early career; he actually studied law first, and laughingly 
told us that he chose law because it was the longest course, 
and, at that point in his life, he preferred studying to working. 
After qualifying, he worked as a solicitor in family and criminal 
law, but soon realised that it was not his calling, and in 1981, 
began studying theology. His former degree did come in handy 
though. After his ordination in 1987, and being made minister 
of the Baptist Church in St Kilda, he opened a drop-in centre, 
and, as part of his outreach program, practiced as a part-time 
solicitor. It was, he said, a big drop financially, but a big rise in job 
satisfaction. In 1995 he was transferred to the Collins St. Church, 
and  then, in 2004, after being involved in numerous programs 
relating to social justice issues etc:  he became C.E.O. of World 
Vision. The main topic for the morning however was Tim’s latest 
book “Faith”. Tim talked a little about the influence of his parents. 
His Father’s very centralised faith, his mother’s more “Open at 
the edges” approach. When asked questions about the violence 
in the world today, Tim asked us to take a step back and a look 
back. Violence has been part of our human existence since the 
beginning. He cited The Crusades and The Inquisitions, and 
others with no connection to religion, such as Pol Pot and other 
vicious dictators. It is, unfortunately, part of our humanity. Tim 
was asked how his faith helped him. There were, after all, many 
people involved in similar work, who had no faith at all. Tim 
replied in two words - “Stress Relief”. He went on to explain how 
he felt God’s presence with him, and how, at the end of the day, 
when he had done the best he could with what he had, he knew 
he could hand it over to God, and trust the outcome to Him. Tim 
was also asked questions about the refugee crisis. He told us that 
he thought that the two biggest questions facing mankind in 
the next decade were Climate Change and Refugees. He posed 
the question, “Could or should our island nation continue to 
“Pull up the drawbridge” ? :- Food for thought. From Tim Costello 
I rejoined the others, who had spent that hour in other areas, 
and together we went to listen to Marie Munkara.   Marie is an 
aboriginal woman and one of “The Stolen Generation”. In spite 
of her traumatic early life, Marie reminded me of the old saying 
“Always look on the bright side of life”. She is lively, engaging and 
very, very funny, and her book “Of Ashes and Rivers That Run to 
the Sea” is definitely on my Christmas wish list. It was a rewarding 
and inspiring day. Can’t wait till next year when we can do it all 
again.

Shelah Batson

The Writers Festival
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Year of Mercy Plaque Project has come to fruition
“After much hard work our Mercy Plaque Project came to 
fruition on The weekend of 20/21 August .
Thank you to those who made this project happen - in 
particular Mary Ryan, Don Schroder, Silvio Volombello  and all 
those who helped along the way.
Don’t be fooled into thinking simple projects just happen - 
Nothing happens without the expenditure of a huge amount 
of energy!
And to all those who made the effort to complete a plaque, 
what a wonderful project it was to call to mind all of the 
special people in our lives, to give us the joy of bringing them 
back to our minds and hearts. 
In a world gone mad, yet again, how good to pause and renew 
hope through our thoughts of those people who are, or have 
been, the embodiment of Mercy in our lives.”
Here is our wall of Mercy!

10 SEPTEMBER 2013

We offer our condolences 
to all those in our community 
who have experienced the loss 

of a loved one. 

May it comfort you to know 
your community holds you in 

their prayers and hearts.

 

A Blessing
Who amongst us hasn’t had to agonise over this 
most difficult of decisions, then wondered for 

days (or more) later, 
What if…? 

If if should be…

If it be that I grow frail and weak,
And pain should wake me from my sleep,

Then you must do what must be done,
For this last battle can’t be won.

You will be sad -- I understand,
Don’t let your grief then stay your hand.

For this day, more than all the rest,
Your love and friendship stand the test.

We’ve had so many happy years,
What is to come will hold no fears,
You’d not want me to suffer ... so

When the time comes, please let me go.

Take me where all my needs they’ll tend,
BUT STAY WITH ME UNTIL THE END.

And hold me firm and speak to me
Until my eyes no longer see.

I know in time you too will see
It is a kindness you do to me.

Although my tail its last has waved,
From pain and suffering I’ve been saved.

Do not grieve that it should be you
Who must decide this thing to do.

We’ve been so close -- we two -- these years,
Don’t let your heart hold any tears.

Anon.
contributed by Gail Gaine

Grandparents’  
Answering Machine Message

Good morning…At present we are not at home, but please 
leave your message after you hear the beep.
beeeeeppp…
If you are one of our children, dial 1 and then select the 
option from 1 to 5 in order of “birth date” so we know who 
it is.
If you need us to stay with the children, press 2
If you want to borrow the car, press 3
If you want us to wash your clothes and do ironing, press 
4
If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, press 5
If you want us to pick up the kids at school, press 6
If you want us to prepare a meal for Sunday or to have it 
delivered to your home, press 7
If you want to come to eat here, press 8
If you need money, press 9
If you are going to invite us to dinner or take us to the 
theatre, start talking…we are listening!!!!!!!!!!

Ann Gysbert 70 years, Pauline Bushell 90 years.

Shirley, Mary, Teresa, Val

Dina, Ann, Cathie

Sirley O’Brien 90 years
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Wall of Mercy
Thank you to the people who came up with the wonderful 
Wall of Mercy concept.
If you haven’t already, please take some time to see the 
plaques and read the stories relating to each one.Those  
heartfelt words demonstrate so well the love and mercy that 
was so much a part of all these lives in the past and still today. 
I am sure we all have someone who inspired us in our lives 
similiarly so give a little time to think about them perhaps 
while listening to Louis Armstrong’s “ What a Wonderful 
World”.
Thank you so much.
A.V.P.



I once knew a priest who was the life of the party but prone 
to take over any party he attended. Most people enjoyed 
his company but he was also said by many to “have a great 
welcome for himself”.

I think that could be said of the history of Western mission. We 
often had a great welcome for ourselves. We rarely asked the 
people what they wanted and presumed we knew. We were, 
after all, carrying the Gospel to people whom we assumed were 
devoid of any saving relationship with God. We saw ourselves 
as preachers to whom everyone should listen, because we 
were working for and guaranteed by God. But we did not have 
to listen and we did not expect to hear a Gospel word from our 
people.

This is changing mainly because of two strong forces. First, it 
is no longer a credible way of doing mission in a secular and 
plural society like Australia. People will not listen to preachers 
who seem to have all the answers and a “road map to heaven”. 
It is just too arrogant. We have lost their trust and have to 
win it back. People only listen to us when we seem to believe 
they have something worthwhile to say. That is why Pope 
Francis puts so much emphasis on getting close to people, 
listening and conversing rather than preaching to people. In 
AmorisLaetitia he says, “Take time, quality time. This means 
being ready to listen patiently and attentively to every¬thing 
the other person wants to say. It requires the self-discipline 
of not speaking until the time is right. Instead of offering an 
opinion or advice, we need to be sure that we have heard 
everything the other person has to say.” #135

In a conversation no one preaches. Instead together we 
patiently and respectfully engage mutual insights, questions 
and doubts. Both people give and receive, evangelise and are 
evangelised, change and are changed. In the most effective 
evangelisation there is a commitment to relationship and 
mutuality in transformation.

The other major influence has been the end of colonialism 
and the growth of the “Southern” churches. Although many 
missionaries challenged the Enlightenment, in retrospect we 
seem to have been heavily influenced by it and its stress on 
Western superiority, progress and the individual. But with the 
end of colonialism and the growth of the “Southern” churches 
we have been forced to take a humbler position. In churches 
where previously we would have supplied the leadership we 
may not even know when the most important meetings are 
happening. And in Australia we are now more of a missionary 
receiving than sending country.

Theologian, Fr Michael McCabe SMA reminds us, “The 
Church today is challenged to abandon the crusading spirit 
of the Enlightenment paradigm with its arrogant superiority 
complex, naïve optimism, and pragmatic activism, and to 
pursue its mission of witnessing to Christ in a more humble, 
contemplative and dialogic key.” And the Japanese theologian, 
Kosuke Koyama, reminds us western missionaries that we need 
to give up our “crusading minds” and “teacher complexes” and 

take on what he calls a “crucified mind”, one which comes from 
being in relationship with and suffering with others. The age of 
one directional mission where the missionary does everything 
is over. Fr Antonio Pernia SVD, theologian, assures us we are 
not the “owners” of the faith and should not dictate how it 
must be understood, lived and celebrated.

As missionaries we are called to be with people, patiently 
waiting to discern with them what the Spirit is calling us 
all to. Our lives should be characterised by attentiveness, 
graciousness, humility and contemplation rather than frenetic 
activity.

We are not the centre of the party.

Fr Noel Connolly SSC is a Columban missionary priest. He is a 
member of the Columban Mission Institute in North Sydney and 
a lecturer in Missiology at both the Broken Bay Institute and the 
Catholic Institute of Sydney.

Reprinted from St Columbans Missionary Society E-News with our 
thanks to the authors and the editor for their permission.
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Fr Noel Connolly - A great welcome for ourselves

Corrections to Errors in 
June Edition

Unfortunately the Gremlins got into the last edition 
when we made some very last minute changes to 
accommodate the PPC Annual report. 
The editor unreservedly apologises for the errors .
The Homily from the farewell Mass for Peter Camilleri was 
of course delivered by Fr Allan Mithen.
This tribute to Peter Camilleri was was in fact from Mary 
Jones.
I have had the pleasure of knowing Peter in my varying roles 
as school mum, colleague and  friend. Peter has an enormous 
love for and and interest in the people around him. His 
capacity to be genuinely interested in everyone belonging 
to the Holy Spirit community has been astonishing, and the 
way he has built and maintained community will be a long 
lasting legacy of his. From the casual encounters in the car 
park to the scheduled meetings and conversations, Peter 
has been respectful, gently challenging and always up for 
laugh or a ‘philosophise’ about the world and it woes. We 
have had many interesting conversations over the years 
as friends and colleagues, many about food (a mutual 
love and passion!), the Church and where it is headed, the 
latest educational trend or good read. In fact, that is one 
of the things I have missed the most having left my role at 
Holy Spirit! Peter’s capacity and willingness to give to the 
community of Holy Spirit has been awesome in the truest 
sense of the word and will not be forgotten. As a leader, he 
has inspired me in many ways and there are many aspects 
of his leadership that I will hold onto. Here’s to many more 
coffees and conversations in the years to come!

Mary Jones
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Praying the Rosary has the power to change the course of 
human history.  It has indeed done so on several occasions.
The renowned Battle of Lepanto is one obvious manifestation 
of the extraordinary power of this Marian prayer.  In 1571, 
Pope St. Pius V called upon Western Christendom to pray the 
Rosary for victory over the significantly strong naval fleet 
of the Muslim Turks, and specifically requested the Rosary 
confraternities to intensify their Rosary prayer in preparation 
for the October 7 naval battle.  The sailors of the Christian 
fleet were likewise armed with the weapon of the Rosary.
It is said that while the battle raged, St. Pius V was granted a 
heavenly vision and exclaimed:
“Victoria, Victoria!”  The Christian fleet had delivered a deadly 
blow to the Turkish navy, the Church and the West were 
saved from Islamic invasion, and the feast of “Our Lady of 
the Rosary” was liturgically instituted.  The October 7 feast, 
beyond a memorial of thanksgiving, should also remind the 
Church of the power of the Rosary in regards to our present 
time of monumental difficulties.
A more recent example was the dramatic standoff in 1986 
between the Philippines Army under the command of the 
dictator Marcos and the two million Filipino faithful who 
were armed with Rosaries in downtown Manila.  With tanks 
and gunmen having received the order to open fire on the 
crowd who were together portraying the Rosary, Our Lady 
of the Rosary interceded.
Jaime Cardinal Sin, Cardinal Primate of the Philippines at the 
time, relayed the testimony given by a number of soldiers 
of what had actually taken place.  A large-scale silhouette of 
a woman dressed in white appeared between the military 
and the people.  Upon seeing the silhouette, not a single 
member of the military obeyed the order to open fire upon 
the crowed.  This Marian miracle eventually led to the fleeing 
of the corrupt Marcos government on February 25, 1986, 
and to the establishment of democratic government in the 
Philippines.  The month of October also calls to mind the 
inspirational guidance of Pope Leo XIII, popularly known as 
the “Pope of the Rosary”.  He was also particularly responsible 
for designating October as the “Rosary Month”.  In one of his 
numerous encyclicals on the Rosary, he wrote:
To this heavenly mother, we have offered the flowers of 
the month of May; to her we would also have fruit-bearing 
October dedicated with a particularly tender devotion.  It is 
fitting that both parts of the year should be consecrated to 
her … (Augustissimae Virginis, September 12, 1897).
October is the month to return to a more devout praying of 
the Rosary.  It is the month to become more generous in our 
quantity of Rosary prayer.  It is the month to make a Rosary 
examination of conscience.
Have I lost a past fervour for praying the Rosary?  Could I 
offer more Rosaries that I currently do for the present state 
of the family, the Church and the world?  Does my family 
daily pray the Rosary together?  Am I praying my Rosary 
from the heart, meditating on the Gospel mysteries of my 
own salvation and the salvation of the entire world, and 
contemplating the “face of Christ” through the eyes and 
heart of Mary?
John Paul II has called us to pray especially for the intentions 
of world peace and family peace in his 2003 apostolic letter, 
Rosarium Virginis Mariae.
We need to change the present course of human history..  
We need to pray the Rosary.

October, the month of the Rosary “OUR LADY OF SORROWS”
The Blessed Virgin Mary grants seven graces to the souls who 
honour her daily by saying seven Hail Mary’s and meditating 
on her tears and dolors.  The devotion was passed on by St 
Bridget.
HERE ARE THE SEVEN GRACES
1. I will grant peace to their families
2. They will be enlightened about the divine mysteries
3. I will console them in their pains and I will accompany 

them in their work
4. I will give them as much as they ask for as long as it does 

not oppose the adorable will or my divine son or the 
sanctification of their souls.

5. I will defend them in their spiritual battles with the infernal 
enemy and I will protect them at every instant of their 
lives.

6. I will visibly help them at the moment of their death; they 
will see the face of their mother

7. I have obtained (This Grace) from my divine son, that those 
who propagate this devotion to my tears and dolors, will 
be taken directly from this earthy life to eternal happiness 
since all their sins will be forgiven and my son and I will be 
their eternal consolation and joy

SEVEN DOLORS:
1. The prophecy of Simon
2. The Flight into Egypt
3. The loss of the Child Jesus in the temple
4. The meeting of Jesus and Mary on the Way of the Cross
5. The Crucifixion
6. The taking down of the body of Jesus from the Cross
7. The burial of Jesus

THE REAL PRESENCE
 - The Miracle of Lanciano - 

In about the 700th year of Our Lord, in a monastery, a priest of the 
order of St. Basil was celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  He 
had been suffering from recurring doubts concerning the mystery 
of transubstantiation (The changing of the bread and wine into 
the Body and blood of Christ).  After he spoke the solemn words of 
consecration the host was suddenly changed into a circle of flesh 
and the wine transformed into blood.
Many verifications of this miracle have been performed over the 
past 1,200 years, but the most convincing was made in November 
of 1970.  This miracle underwent scientific scrutiny and the 
conclusions were presented on March 4, 1971 in detailed medical 
and scientific terminology.  The microscopic studies ascertained 
and documented these facts:
The flesh was identified as striated muscular tissue of the 
myocardium (heart wall) having no trace whatsoever of materials 
or agents used to preserve the flesh from decay.  Both the flesh 
and blood were found to be of human origin.  The flesh and blood 
were found to belong to the same blood type, AB.  The relics may 
be seen today in the Church of St. Francis, Lanciano, Italy.
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Dear Friends,
Melbourne’s winter is now fully upon us. Amidst all the cold 
and the wind, we can easily get a little dispirited and wonder 
whether the sun will ever shine again!
At such times, it’s good to enter within our souls and remember 
the Lord is within each of us—closer to us than we are to 
ourselves.
For if we cannot rediscover our ‘interior mansion’, as St Teresa of 
Ávila would say, then all our efforts at living the Gospel will be 
superficial. Worse, our witness will be hollow.
That is why I like the poetry of the late Swedish writer and 
psychologist Tomas Tranströmer (winner of the 2011 Nobel 
Prize for Literature). Tranströmer was a mystical observer 
of the sacred in the ordinary; someone who, although 
felled by a stroke 20 years ago and unable to speak, kept on 
communicating, even in the ‘winter’ of his life.
I especially love his poem Romanesque arches because it 
captures something of how we Christians must reach out to 
others. For it is from the depths of our inner humanity that we 
must witness, like Jesus, to the coming of the Reign of God.
A few of his lines suggest a way forward: ‘Don’t be ashamed 
to be a human being, be proud!’ A fundamental principle of 
the spiritual life is to accept one’s humanity graciously. To forgo 
self-hatred, and the opposite extreme position of grandiosity 
and narcissistic delusions about one’s self, is (in Ignatian terms) 
to accept one’s creaturehood.
Certainly, no evangelisation can take place if the evangeliser 
does not join the human race! And it is surprising how many 
people do not! We must never forget that we are disciples of 
an incarnate God. Consider the gaze of Mary on the tiny face 
of the infant Jesus. As Francis Webb put it: ‘The tiny, not the 
immense, will teach our groping eyes.’
Our God became one of us! That is our ultimate boast. 
‘You’ll never be complete, and that’s as it should be.’ Catholic 
doctrine and dogma do not exhaust the gracious mystery of 
the Trinity. They are a ‘window’ into the heart of God—but we 
should not mistake the window’s ‘frame’ for the reality.
The majesty of Catholic teaching is that it opens us up to a 
vision beyond our wildest dreams. Televangelists may think 
they have the ‘answer’—Catholics take off their shoes because, 
like Moses, they know they are always in the awesome presence 
of Mystery.
The Angel—the signal of the transcendent—whispered to 
Mary in the Annunciation a message of joy.
Tranströmer imagines an angel whispering to each of us in the 
silence of our hearts: ‘Inside you one vault after another opens 
endlessly.’
To live a greater interiority and spirit of contemplation; to 
rejoice in our humanity as the greatest gift of a God who 
was not ashamed to become one of us; to rejoice in our 
incompleteness as a way towards truth and to let grace open 
up the hidden ‘vaults’ of our spirits—these are our hopes on 
the journey of faith.  
Even in the dark of a Melbourne winter, may we never forget 
Meister Eckhart’s wisdom: ‘God is at home. It is we who have 
gone for a walk.’

Mark O’Connor fms

‘God Is At Home’  
Reflection, by Brother Mark O’Connor Romanesque arches

Tourists have crowded into the half-dark of the 
enormous Romanesque church.

Vault opening behind vault and no perspective.

A few candle flames flickered.

An angel whose face I couldn’t see embraced me

and his whisper went all through my body:

‘Don’t be ashamed to be a human being, be proud!

Inside you one vault after another opens endlessly.

You’ll never be complete, and that’s as it should be.’

Tears blinded me as we were herded out into the fiercely 
sunlit piazza,

together with Mr and Mrs Jones, Herr Tanaka and 
Signora Sabatini; 

within each of them vault after vault opened endlessly.

Tomas Tranströmer, Romanesque arches, translated 
by Robert Bly, from The half-finished heaven: The best 
poems of Tomas Tranströmer.

'In every walk with nature one receives far more than he seeks.
Take a walk to feed the soul' - (John Muir)

The walk is from Punchbowl Road, San Remo to Kilcunda and return via the
George Bass Coastal Walk. Total distance 14kms, medium grade. A few hills

and walking along the beach. 

(The group will meet at Campion by 8am and be driven by bus to the Bass Coast.)
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Pope Francis’ new apostolic exhortation, Amoris Laetitia (“The 
Joy of Love”), provides important direction for the Catholic 
Church, presenting the joy and meaning of love, marriage and 
family.
Francis expresses the church’s perspective in a refreshing 
way, but also expands on his vision of a merciful church – 
particularly for those whose lives appear to be inconsistent 
with church teaching.
What does the pope say about families?
Pope Francis should be commended for opening up a process 
of dialogue that allowed the church to speak openly about 
a crucial issue of our time – the family – that is undergoing 
enormous change and strain, particularly in the West.
In Amoris Laetitia, there are beautiful, insightful and sharp 
reflections on the family, its problems, and the nature of love, 
which draw on this process of dialogue.
Despite this, Francis has been criticised for pushing at the 
margins of church teaching. Yet much of the exhortation 
expresses the church’s perspective in a systematic but down-
to-earth way. He wants the everyday person to read and 
contemplate what he says, particularly for their lives.
His reflections go to the heart of what love and marriage are:

Lovers do not see their relationship as merely temporary. Those 
who marry do not expect their excitement to fade. Those who 
witness the celebration of a loving union, however fragile, 
trust that it will pass the test of time. Children not only want 
their parents to love one another, but also to be faithful and 
remain together. These and similar signs show that it is in the 
very nature of conjugal love to be definitive. The lasting union 
expressed by the marriage vows is more than a formality or a 
traditional formula; it is rooted in the natural inclinations of the 
human person.

Francis goes on to discuss how this natural bond of love 
between a man and a woman forms the basis for a family. He 
affirms that children have a natural right to a father and mother, 
and speaks of the meaning of being a father, mother and child:

Children, once born, begin to receive, along with nourishment 
and care, the spiritual gift of knowing with certainty that they 
are loved. This love is shown to them through the gift of their 
personal name, the sharing of language, looks of love and the 
brightness of a smile. In this way, they learn that the beauty 
of human relationships touches our soul, seeks our freedom, 
accepts the difference of others, recognises and respects them 
as a partner in dialogue … Such is love, and it contains a spark 
of God’s love!

There also are stronger statements on pastoral practices 
that were previously more discreet, such as discernment 
of conscience around “irregular situations” (such as being 
divorced and remarried), and the need for the church to 
improve marriage preparation.
The merciful church in action
Later in Amoris Laetitia, Francis shifts to think about how the 
church can respond to and integrate those whose:

… family life remains imperfect or lacks peace and joy.
He is making his vision of the church as “field hospital” more 

concrete. He wants the church to accompany people in the 
midst of difficulties, suffering and sin.
While criticisms of Francis’ teaching will be assessed in time, 
the strength of his approach is that he shows how the church 
can practice what it preaches – that is, the merciful love of God 
– especially to those who are outside of or on the margins of 
the church.
In particular, Francis is seeking a cultural and religious renewal 
in the church, so that its members can accompany others 
along their life journeys. This teaching is not new in itself but it 
is a challenge – to live God’s mercy more authentically.
Francis’ first apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, was a 
statement of this aim: to renew the church in its mission of 
mercy and love. He reminded the church that it is meant to be 
looking outward, not gazing at its own self-righteousness, by 
offering Christ’s love in dialogue to a world in need of mercy.
This message of reaching out to the lost and being aware of 
one’s own need for repentance is present in Jesus’ parable of 
the self-righteous Pharisee and the repentant tax collector 
(Luke 18:9-14).
This parable is quoted at the beginning of Francis’ recent book, 
The Name of God is Mercy. The parable shows Jesus’ focus on 
reaching out to the lost, not the perfect and saved. In Amoris 
Laetitia, Francis emphasises that God is present to all people, 
bringing grace and goodness out in the messiest situations. 
The church needs to do the same, with the awareness that its 
members were first lost.
Francis’ description of himself in his first media interview as 
pope was:

I am a sinner.
This language may sound strange to modern ears, but it is 
crucial to understanding the parable’s other important element. 
The parable shows that Jesus values truthful repentance over 
self-righteousness. Repentance comes from an encounter with 
God, who knows all things and loves us.
This encounter allows us to know our own sin and our need for 
forgiveness. Francis wants to facilitate this encounter, knowing 
that one cannot be forced into it and that often one can only 
gradually change (discussed in terms of “gradualness” in Amoris 
Laetitia).
Mercy means sharing the distress and chaos of another’s life. 
Francis is challenging the church to live as Christ lived: to share 
the distress of others in love. This does not mean hiding the 
truth of what Jesus and the church teaches (Jesus himself 
had a demanding moral teaching), but sharing it in love and 
forgiveness to the extent that people are ready for it.
Jesus’ peculiar message is that God wants to liberate and 
forgive us, not leave us suffering or impose his will or power on 
us. This is the vision that Francis wants to bring to the world, 
and he wants the church to live it, by being “ambassadors for 
Christ” in the “ministry of reconciliation” (as St Paul put it) – to 
accompany people, dialogue with them, share their pain, and 
help them to be free in love.

Author: Joel Hodge 
Senior Lecturer in Theology, Australian Catholic University 

Pope Francis and The Joy of Love in a merciful church
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The reader must have the bible open at the relevant chapters in 
order to follow this commentary. 

Part 2
Letters to the Churches continued
Message to Thyatira
“The longest and most difficult of the seven letters is addressed to 
the least known, least important and least remarkable of the cities.” 
(Harrington quoting Hemer, p. 65)
Brilliant metal was a refined alloy of copper and bronze with metallic 
zinc, familiar to the Thyatirans (v. 18)
Thyatira was a trading centre and was notable for the many trade 
guilds which had religious ties.
In Thyatira love (agape) is not only present but comes first, and the 
fervour of the church has continued to increase. Service (diakonia): 
passages such as Romans 15:25,31, make it clear that service refers 
to ministering to others especially the poor. (v. 19)
Jezebel (v. 20) is obviously a reference to the Nicolaitans whom we 
first met in the Letter to Ephesus. Jezebel was a prophet rival to John 
and had a notable following.
John calls her Jezebel “after the Canaanite wife of Ahab who 
attempted to lead Israel into idolatry by introduction of the cult of 
Baal.” (Harrington, p. 64) See 1 Kings 16:31.
Christians were caught in a bind. They had to belong to a trade guild 
to get work but this meant getting involved in the religious aspects 
of the guild. John would not compromise on this at all.
Perhaps it could be likened to joining a trade union in Australia in 
the 1950’s when the unions were controlled by the communists. To 
join a trade union risked being linked to the communist party.
Fornication can also mean idolatry in Revelation.
v. 22: Bed here has a double meaning. Some affliction will befall 
Jezebel which will be shared by her followers. They are doomed like 
the children of Ahab in 2 Kings 10:7 Jezebel’s influence extended 
beyond Thyatira.(v. 23)
The deep secrets of Satan. “Either an ironical retort to a claim to 
esoteric knowledge, or a contemptuous (‘as they call it’!) response 
to knowledge of the ‘deep things of God’ regarding the end (1 
Corinthians 2:10); their vaunted wisdom does not come from God 
but from Satan.” (Harrington p. 65) (v. 24)
John encourages the people of Thyatira to be faithful to Christ who 
will reward them with authority over the nations
“What the morning star means has never been satisfactorily 
determined.” (Harrington, p. 65)

The Message to the Church at Sardis
Sardis, thirty moles southeast of Thyatira, was a commercial city and 
had a large Jewish population.
Verse 1 says that Christ has not only the seven stars but also the 
seven spirits of God.
John finds nothing in this community to praise and rebukes them 
severely (3:15). They are spiritually dead.
His comment about waking up (verse 2) is like Ephesians 5:14; 
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead and Christ will give you 
life.” The people of Sardis must rekindle the flame of faith.
John reminds them that Christ will come like a thief in the night. 
(Luke 12:39-40)
Joh recognises there are a few righteous in Sardis who have not 
tarnished their white baptismal robes (v. 4). In verse 5 the victor is 
the few of verse 4.
The book of life is the divine register of those who are in God’s 

favour. (Exodus 32:32-33, psalm 69:28) and John warns that a name 
can be cancelled.

The Message to the Church of Philadelphia 3:7-13
Philadelphia, a prosperous town, was thirty miles southeast of 
Sardis.
The Jews of this town were hostile to Christians. “That Christ 
holds the key of David (v. 7) is especially relevant to this Church’s 
relationship with the Jews.” (Harrington p. 70) The Jews could 
exclude the Christians from the synagogue so the promise of a door 
held open by Christ is encouraging.
Some Jews rejected the claim of Christians to be the true Israel; John 
calls them the synagogue of Satan. (v. 9).
Because they kept God’s word the Philadelphians will be kept safe. 
(v.10)
Christ promises that he will make them a pillar in the temple of my 
God. (v.12)

The Message to the Church of Laodicea. 3:14-22
Laodicea, forty miles southeast of Philadelphia, was a major 
commercial city and a banking centre.
“The material prosperity of Laodicea is reflected in the attitude of 
the Church which believes itself rich in spiritual possessions and in 
want of nothing.” (Harrington p. 75)
Their material wealth is deceptive; only Christ can give them “gold 
refined in the fire... white garments... ointment for your eyes so that you 
may see.” (v 18)
Laodicea was renowned for its black wool clothing and carpets but 
Christ promises spiritual garments. He can give them eye-ointment 
to heal their spiritual blindness. (v.18)
John severely rebukes them for their lukewarmness.( vs. 15, 16) This 
comment may have been prompted by the lukewarm water of the 
locality.
Christ knocks at the door of the heart and promises a seat beside his 
own at what can be seen as a hint of a Eucharistic meal. (v. 21)

Summary of the Letters
The letters are an integral component of the book of Revelation. 
Though John talks of spiritual realities, he is a man of the earth and 
understands the problems the people have to face.
“If the humble and faithful Philadelphians and the Christians 
of Smyrna earn unstinted praise, the self-sufficient Laodiceans, 
doubtless to their chagrin and incredulous surprise, hear only words 
of blame, and the church at 
Sardis is more dead than alive. The Ephesians may have sustained 
orthodoxy, but at the price of intolerance. On the other hand, the 
situation in Thyatira and Pergamum warns that tolerance may be 
pushed too far.” (Harrington, p. 76).
John sometimes seems very severe and his assessment of the 
churches may have been biased. Was he too harsh on “Jezebel”? Was 
he really justified in denouncing some communities as “synagogues 
of Satan”?
“We learn that our first brothers and sisters in the faith are no 
different from ourselves. They, as we, had, in human frailty, to live 
their faith in an unsympathetic, often hostile world.” (Harrington, p. 
76.77)
The Book of Revelation provides us with valuable material for 
reflection.

Fr Frank O’Dea

The Book of Revelation or Apocalypse
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This section is to encourage you to take the plunge and go to some 
of the marvellous FREE events that are available to residents of 
Melbourne.
You will see the reports from Shelah and Clare on our recent visit to 
the Melbourne Writers Festival.  Just takes a little effort (and courage) 
but well worth the effort.
I have listed below some of the upcoming events and encourage you 
to find the programs – and check out the Free events available. For 
another place to start try this website - http://www.thatsmelbourne.
com.au
VICTORIAN SENIORS FESTIVAL
The 34th Victorian Seniors Festival will see more than 1500 free or low 
cost events take place across Victoria during the month of October.   
Festivities kick off with Celebration Day at Federation Square on 2 
October 2016.
Summary
•	 Free	public	transport	 is	available	to	Victorian	Seniors	Card	holders	

(*see note) during the first week of the Victorian Seniors Festival.
•	 There	are	eight	days	of	 free	travel	on	trams,	trains	and	buses.	This	

includes V/Line train services to Melton.
•	 There	 are	 six	 days	of	 free	 travel	 on	V/Line	 economy	 class	 rail	 and	

coach.
•	 Some	V/Line	rail	and	coach	services	require	booking.
•	 https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festivalsandawards
MELBOURNE FESTIVAL  2016
05 Oct 2016 TO 23 Oct 2016  - www.festival.melbourne
Melbourne Festival is one of Australia’s flagship international arts 
festivals and one of the major multi-arts festivals of the world, in 
terms of quality of work, innovation of vision, and scale and breadth 
of program.
Each Festival brings an unparalleled feast of dance, theatre, music, 
visual arts, multimedia and outdoor events from renowned and 
upcoming Australian and International companies and artists to 
Melbourne.
Over 18 days this October (6-23) you’ll find incredible performances 
from National Theatre of Scotland’s debut in Melbourne, Robert 
Lepage’s new autobiographical epic, Philip Glass’ celebrated score for 
La Belle et la Bête, Back to Back Theatre’s most ambitious work to date, 
an immersive theatre experience like no other from Spain’s Teatro de 
los Sentidos, Star Trek: The Ultimate Voyage, celebrating 50 years of 
iconic film and television, and much more.
LES TAMBOURS DE FEU
DEABRU BELTZAK  
06 - 08 OCTOBER  
FREE – AUSTRALIAN EXCLUSIVE  THIS IS JUST ONE OF THE FREE EVENTS 
A spectacular show of incredible intensity. Le Républicain Lorrain   - 
The drums set your pulse racing. The flames blur your vision. The 
smell of burning could be the fireworks, or perhaps the devil walks 
the streets of Melbourne tonight. The tradition of the Correfoc (fire-
run) is one of the world’s most ecstatic sensory bombardments, and 
for twenty years Basque company Deabru Beltzak has been setting 
the world ablaze with ritualistic percussion and extravagant costumes 
loaded head to toe with pyrotechnics. Hard and fast drumming seems 

to conjure exploding fountains of fire and bestial energies induce a 
pagan frenzy that cannot be contained. Far more than a concert, Les 
Tambours de Feu will propel you headlong on a dizzy parade through 
Melbourne itself. Nothing else can hold a candle to it.
Looking for some intellectual stimulation – Look out for the Free 
Lectures at various Universities.
Here is the website for Free Lectures at Melbourne University 
public-lectures@unimelb.edu.au

OUT & ABOUT

In the past 5 years I have been ‘having fun’ with people I have 
known for years at Holy Spirit and those I have since met through 
them and built friendships with.
When my husband passed away 7 years ago there was a void 
regarding ‘fun’.  I remained busy through working, family and 
long-time friends, but the idea of knowing how to have fun 
without travelling far or spending big bucks seemed out of reach, 
irrelevant and unimportant.
I was introduced to the ‘Thrillseekers’ a marvellous group of 
wonderful people who love to have fun and share outings and 
activities with others who also want to have fun or just need 
company to see the sights, fill a void or smother the loneliness 
for a while.   I have discovered so many great places in and 
around Melbourne I would not otherwise have known about or 
bothered with on my own.  I had no idea of the endless activities, 
opportunities, and events at truly fascinating easy-to-get-to places 
happening in Melbourne throughout each year, every year!
Once you become a senior we are usually sent information from the 
Victorian Government on how to improve the quality of the health 
and social side of our lives.  This is helpful along with magazines, 
eg. Seniors, RACV, etc. and endless information you can subscribe 
to or track down on Google, however the feeling of ‘belonging’ if 
you choose to join a group like Holy Spirit’s Thrillseekers, life only 
gets better and better and the fun does not ‘go away’!!
There is a ‘master-mind’ heading this group who sources places 
to visit.  We gather and meet up, either mornings, afternoons, 
evenings, short and long weekends plus the Book Group - 
intelligent women who meet monthly to have fun and ‘supposedly’ 
discuss the book – don’t be misguided here as reading the book is 
not part of the criteria but being able to ‘share together’ in a loving 
and fun environmentdefinitely is !!  
Recently we have visited the ‘Writers Festival’ at Federation Square, 
toured the Manchester Unity building and many, many interesting 
places.  We have participated in Archery together and shared 
weekends in inexpensive but lovely accommodation.  There is a 
small cost for everything we do but please note the emphasis is 
on ‘small’ cost and heaps of ‘fun’.  I for one found it difficult to have 
fun after my husband passed away,unaware I could enjoy myself 
so much.  Melbourne has heaps to offer, we car-pool and when 
travelling on public transport feel safe in a group.
The most amazing part of living alone is the realisation that you 
can jam-pack your calendar with events and good company to 
look forward to or just choose an occasional outing with some 
very lovely happy people. 
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We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries
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MY BEST DAY EVER

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

Come and enjoy the friendly, welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

prices.

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

can play with toys.

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

As I grow older, I realize more and more how important time 
is. I realize that today is the day I live in. Today, I know what 
is possible in my life. Today, I can be and do what I want to 
do. Will it be worthwhile? Will it be worthy of my time spent? 
Can I be happy with how I live today? Am I preparing for 
my tomorrows? Am I preparing for my eternity?
Today, when I awoke, I realized that this is one of the best 
days of my life. There have been times when I wondered if I 
would prevail through another day, but I did. Because I did, 
I’m going to celebrate. Today, I’m going to celebrate what 
an unbelievable life I have had so far; the accomplishments, 
the many blessings, and yes, even the hardships, as they 
have made me stronger. I will go through today with my 
head held high. I will have a happy heart. I will marvel at 
God’s simple gifts; the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the 
trees, and the birds. Today, I will see all of these wonderful 
creations in their fullest.

Today, I will share my excitement for life with others. I’ll 
make someone smile. I’ll make someone laugh. I’ll go out 
of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just fine.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magnificent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and prolific writer.

An Old Irish Prayer 
Give us Lord a bit o sun

A bit o work and a bit of fun
Give us in all the struggle and splutter

Our daily bread and a bit of butter
Give us health our keep to make
And a bit to spare for others sake

Give us too a bit of son
And a tale and a book to help us along

Give us Lord a chance to be
Our goodly best brave wise and free

Our Goodly best for ourselves and others
Till all men learn to live as brothers.

contributed by Bette McQuade
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Treeby265 Maroondah Highway 
Ringwood, VIC, 3134            Tel: 03 9879 4422 

F T FIND A WO D
SAT DA  2T  OCTOB 0AM   PM

PROUD SUPPORTERS THIS YEARS FETE

TRASH N TREASURE  CAKES  SHOWBAGS  BOOKS

CRAFT  TOYS  SNO CONES             CHAIR P PLANE

FAIRY FLOSS  DODGEM CARS PLANTS ENTERTAINMENT

PRE LOVED CLOTHING LOB O CHOC  RIDES  GIANT SLIDE

MUSIC    RAFFLE   PRIZES  

CHILDREN’S PAGE
How many koalas can you count in the picture below? 

Look carefully! Why not colour in the picture too?

Can you find two 
identical cupcakes?
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 HOLY SPIRIT COMMUNITY FETE

2016 HOLY SPIRIT PARISH FETE
Saturday 8th October 2016  10am - 5pm
120 Oban Road  Ringwood North
www.holyspiritfete.com.au             www.facebook.com/holyspiritfete  

LOB A CHOC
SILENT AUCTION

GIANT BOOK SALE
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

GREAT RAFFLE PRIZES
SHOW BAGS

PLANTSSNOW CONES

CRAFT STALLS
HOME BAKED CAKES
PRE LOVED CLOTHING

AWESOME RIDES
GIANT SLIDE

TOYS

DELICIOUS FOODS TRASH AND TREASURE
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