
I began thinking of the coming feast of Pentecost and I recalled 
that Richard Rohr says religious metaphor: “is where humans 
can find deep and lasting meaning – or personal truth”. I find 
it hard to visualise ‘tongues of fire’ descending on human 
heads but I am sure that the new believers in the crucified, 
resurrected Christ had an experience that could be understood 
metaphorically. Running the ‘Marathon’ of course is also a 
metaphor. The run by Pheidippides to announce the Greek 
victory over the Persians has become a universal metaphor 
for going beyond the imaginable by conquering pain and 
exhaustion to achieve the goal of personal victory. Many of my 
age will know of British Runner Roger Bannister who was the 
first human to run a mile in less than 4 minutes. His achievement 
has become a metaphor for all humanity. In achieving what 
was at the time considered impossible Bannister smashed 
the idea that some things simply can’t be done. Within weeks 
[quite suddenly really] Australia’s star middle distance runner, 
John Landy bettered Bannister’s time, yet in 2016 neither man 
would qualify for the Olympic Marathon event, such has been 
the unleashing of human athletic potential that Bannister 
achieved. I think that is what happened on that Pentecost 
2000 years or so ago. The Resurrection experience started to 
kick in. The believers actually began to believe. It had been 
50 days from the Passover to the Jewish Festival of Weeks 
[Shavuot] that was translated as Pentecost in Greek, so they 

had had plenty of time to come to terms – yet it could still 
be described as ‘suddenly’. Perhaps they came to understand 
that resurrection is about Hope and they were transformed 
from hopeless cowards into extravagant extroverts. And that 
experience was infectious – soon everyone in town had caught 
it! And like the Bannister run, after that nothing was ever the 
same again.

 Mike Bowden
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~ REFLECTION ON PENTECOST ~

A Very Confronting Graph!
This was undoubtedly the item that had the most impact 
at our recent Parish Pastoral Council AGM. (See full reports 
inside). 
There is no doubt the current mode of funding parishes is 
outmoded and, as shown by this graph almost obsolete.
But what is the replacement?
There is so much fabulous work done by a multitude 
of volunteers throughout this community, many of the 
groups funding their own activities and work.  
However, the parish needs a regular and viable source of 
income in order to provide the funds for basic essentials; 
to maintain our buildings; to support and grow the many 
outreach ministries we currently have, and to be able to 
fund the new ideas/ ventures that we must pursue in order 
to fulfil our role as a parish community.
Obviously the situation needs to be addressed with some 
haste - What are some options you think could be pursued? 
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Thank You
from the Editor
Well yet again, you have excelled in providing an amazing 
range of content for this edition. One of the most wonderful 
things growing within the Spirit pages are the stories 
people are beginning to tell about who they are, and a 
little of their life’s stories.  This is the direct result of you the 
community, thinking of someone who has an interesting 
story and asking that person to tell their story.  Throughout 
history the most effective way of  imparting our history to 
those who were not there is through stories, and individual 
stories give us much broader brush strokes of that history.
Our Parish was established over forty years ago which, in 
the scheme of things makes it a young parish, but those 
people who were there at the beginning, are now ageing, 
and sadly many have died so it becomes essential that we 
ensure these stories are told before all that history is just 
a series of dates and events in the archives - a parish is a 
living thing.
One of the unintentional consequences of a series of 
articles in this edition, has been to highlight the fact that 
we are approaching a necessary “passing of the baton” in 
many areas of our parish activities due to the inevitable 
March of Father Time.
Perhaps we have reached a season of renewal in our 
parish life.  A time where you have the opportunity to 
look at those who have gone before and the extraordinary 
contributions they have quietly made, and say “I could be 
involved in that”.
My own experience has been that anything I have done 
within the parish community has been rewarded a 
thousand times over - Life is short, and at the end of our 
days the only thing that really matters is what we have 
done to make the world a better place for our having been 
here.
Thank you and I look forward to your stories for the next 
edition.
Regards,
Helen Konynenburg
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Around the Parish...

To celebrate Mother’s Day recently, the children 
of the Little Spirits Playgroup had a very special 
morning tea with their mums.  The mums were 
treated with chocolate cup cakes, honey joys, 
chocolate roses and for extra special pampering 
were given hand massages and had their nails 
painted by their precious little ones.  The mums 
were thoroughly spoilt and enjoyed spending this 
quality time with their children.  
This pre-school playgroup meets on a Wednesday 
morning from 9.00-10.30 am in the Little Spirits 
Room next to the Parish House during school terms.  
They conduct various activities, enjoy playtime 
together and go on small outings during the year 
and it is a wonderful social outlet for young mums 
and their pre-schoolers.  If you would like to know 
more about this very special Parish group, contact 
the coordinator, Sharon Wolff via their email address 
littlespiritsplaygroup@gmail.com or contact the 
Parish House on 9876 3717 and they will pass your 
details onto Sharon.

LITTLE SPIRITS PLAYGROUP

Michelle Sherriff
On Friday 13th March 2016, all the parish house staff gave 
a farewell thank you and morning tea to Michelle Sheriff.  A 
delicious apple tea cake was enjoyed by all. Good news, Michelle 
is not going far away, she is attending to the Children’s Liturgy.

One of the brilliant things that she did for me was that 
whenever I asked for additional work, she always gave me a job 
or two to do.

Michelle, from all the Holy Spirit members, we thank you for 
everything you have contributed to in running the Parish and 
best of luck for the future.

Christian

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB
HSNC is the largest netball club at Melbourne East Netball 
Association. All games are played on a Saturday at HE Parker. 
This season we have 4 under 9, 4 under 11, 3 under 13, 5 under 
15 and 7 open teams. At this stage we are nearly finished our 
Autumn season, with the Spring season starting early term 3.
Our Netta program specifically aimed at grade 1 and 2 girls 
currently has 30 participants. From this, new under 9 teams 
will be formed for the upcoming Spring season.
Under 9 – Under 15 teams train at HE Parker on a Friday 
afternoon/evening.
New players are always welcome. For any new enquiries 
please contact Karen Woods.
Go Spirits!
Karen Woods - President 
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Warrnambool Race Day
News from ‘The Bool’
Last Thursday [May 5] a group of us gathered pre-dawn to ride 
the bus to Southern Cross [thanks Greg Toomey].
After a short stopover to collect Fr Mogg and friends we 
boarded the 7.30 to Warnambool.  New friendships made, cards 
played and much food later we arrived at the Racecourse.     
Not a fun day for Damien Oliver, nor sadly the horses put down 
earlier in the week, but we still managed to enjoy our day... 
betting on the tab  [no thanks to KM’s tips],  conversing under 
the ‘tree of knowledge’, the customary meeting place for the 
last 15 years and generally chatting with those who had come 
from near and far [punters and non-punters alike].     
A highlight was the mass pilgrimage to the Hill to watch race 
7 [the Jumps] from where a great view of the course could be 
had, particularly when the horses rounded the bend racing to 
the finish.
We reconvened at the Royale Hotel in town to catch the last 
race on T.V.    
Two ladies who shall remain un-named assured us amidst great 
excitement that they had won $3000. Much energy expended 
by us all until they realised they hadn’t.  
Back to the station to catch the 5.50 back to Melbourne and to 
add yet another chapter to the saga of ‘The Bool’.   
Thank you to Clare  for providing this vivid vigneron of the 
traditional Race Day at Warrnambool. Favourite Memories 

of the Annual Pilgrimage 
to Warrnambool
• Meeting Mr Morris famous realtor from Heathmont.

• The lost corsage in the rubbish bag.

• Sr Moon & Sr Maree from the ‘special’ order!

• Geoff Salters - one and only trip!

• Fr Moggs tips...

• The card table kept at George Maher House and 
used each year.

• Rose hip tea - so tasty!!!

• Crammed in one of the old compartment and 
singing all the way home!

• $900 treble win at the Royal Hotel!

• Winning the card drawer on the train

• 45 bread rolls and butter every year - sheer 
favouritism!

• Spilling the coleslaw!!

• Broken teeth... not by fighting.

• Journalist John Halmes interview, later published on 
the Racing Victoria website.

• ‘Ducks on the pond’

On the hill at the ‘Bool...
Conor Ryan, Mary Ryan, Chris Moran & Jenny Broderick

Was Tina a winner?

Dinner on the way home
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THE EVERGREENS’
Report

The Evergreens have been a vibrant part of our parish for 35 
years now and we hope to continue to be so for a very long 
time to come.  It was started as a method of helping the more 
senior members of the parish enjoy all the Parish had to offer.  
Sometimes a ride to an event was needed since many did not 
have a licence; sometimes a cheerful word to remind them they 
had been there since the beginning and were appreciated.  It 
has been a chance for people to get together for Mass and to 
keep friendships alive.
For some years now we have organized a calendar of trips during 
the year to make sure that members can see what Melbourne 
and surrounds have to offer.  It usually is more fun to travel in a 
group and the costs of tours are sometimes discounted because 
of the numbers going.  Also it really is easier letting the bus 
driver worry abut traffic and where to park.  Just sit back and 
enjoy the view, it’s amazing what you miss travelling by car.
The highlight of the year has been the trip away.  This has been 
happening since 1993.  It started out as a long weekend away 
at Marysville, then a longer weekend in Ballarat until it took off 
as a four-day trip to places of interest in Victoria or interstate.  
We have enjoyed the best that Victoria has to offer, so if you like 
touring in your home state just ask us what are the best places 
to visit.
For all this time Barbara McGowan has been the one to organize 
the nuts and bolts of the operation.  It was her idea to let people 
pay off the trip during the year so it wouldn’t be so painful at the 
last minute.  And she also did the banking and kept the records 
to make sure that there were no mistakes.  Is was Barbara  who 
found someone to do the tours and provide a coach and driver 
after Deluxe was sold to a Sydney company.  She did the room 
allocations, which was a task and a half just on its own.  During 
this time Shirley and Carole did what they could to help and 
support Barb, but she bore the brunt of it every year.
It is sad but we have come to the end of an era.  Barbara feels 
she can no longer organize the long trips and, face it,  we have 
all aged in that time.  Not all of us have the stamina required for 
the longer four day trips, getting on and off the coach, walking 
miles (or kilometres if you must) to see some places of interest,  
getting up early to be on the bus by 9.00AM when we are still 
exhausted from the day before.  All good things come to an end 
and Barbara has decide that our 2016 trip away would be her 
last.
It was an excellent choice for a “swan song”, Halls Gap and 
the Grampians.  We had been there before in Spring 2011 but 
although most of us enjoyed the trip, it wasn’t up to standard 
because of conditions beyond anyone’s control.  After ten 
years of drought, the Grampians had really taken a beating.  
We stayed at a great  motel outside and could get a look at the 
surroundings but we couldn’t get into the Grampians because 
so many of the roads were impassable.
This time around we stayed at the same motel, but started our 
sightseeing at Halls Gap Zoo.  It is a small zoo, certainly not up 
to the standard of Melbourne’s but it had quite a collection of 
animals, both native and exotic.  After that we could drive into 
the Grampians to visit the lookout, lakes and mountains.  This 
time we can say we have really seen what the Grampians have 
to offer.

The only down side being the first time we went it was Spring 
because that’s when the wildflowers are in bloom and it 
is supposed to be beautiful.  This time it was a bit hot and 
colourless.
The second day was spent touring the Western District by 
those who had the strength for it.  All of this time the weather 
was quite hot and dry and we were thankful that Barbara had 
brought along bottles of water which could be stored in the 
bottom of the coach.  Some of us stayed at the motel and rested 
for the trip home and those with strength and appetite for more 
went to places of interest including a chocolate factory just in 
time for Easter.
The trip home provided quite a change :  Didn’t it RAIN!  It 
started at Halls gap and went through Creswick then Ballarat.  
After a quick walk through the rain, we had time to visit the new 
Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka (MADE).  Then back 
to North Ringwood and farewell to all the roving.
If you take a look at our calendar for the latter part of this year, 
you’ll see “A Day at Yea”.  Barbara couldn’t resist doing at least 
some longer trip again and there are plenty of places in Victoria 
which could warrant a longer visit than just a few hours we 
spend on one of our normal outings.  There really is more to Yea 
than just a comfort station on the way to somewhere else, that’s 
a promise.
If you’re at all interested just give Barbara, Shirley or Carole a call 
to find out more.

EVERGREENS
CALENDAR

JUNE – DECEMBER, 2016
June 10th Ringwood Club for Lunch
June 24th  Mass, Meeting & Morning Tea
July 15th  Croydon Hotel for Lunch
July 29th  Mass, Meeting & Morning Tea
Aug. 19th  Schwerkolt Cottage Tour 10.30 am 
 Oven Twist for Lunch
Aug. 26th  Mass, Meeting & Morning Tea
Sept. 23rd  A Day at Yea
Sept. 30th  Mass, Meeting & Morning Tea
Oct. 14th Australian Garden at Cranbourne
Oct. 28th  Mass, Meeting & Morning Tea
 Draw the Evergreen’s Raffle
Nov. 18th  C J Dennis’ Singing Garden
Nov. 25th  Mass of Anointing, Meeting &
 Morning Tea
Dec. 2nd Evergreen’s Christmas Party
 Dorset Gardens
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Garden World
An enjoyable day with perfect weather.  A most informative 
talk, enabling us all to have green thumbs!
Lunch at the Waltzing Matilda Hotel ended our day on a high 
note with all very satisfied.

Lyn and Lorraine

Somebody 
and Ann

Anne and Brian 
(coffee time)

Happy Birthday Fr Kevin!

Chris Conroy, Fr Kevin Mogg and Tina Toomey - A modified candle count!
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The Grampians

A guided tour of Ballarat Gardens

Monica at Ballarat Gardens

Dinner at Grampians Motel

Pre-dinner drinks at the Grampians

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabrielle Dwyer  70th 

Gwen Eccles  80th  

 

 

 

 

Special Birthday
Kathy Culhane: 

60 years
Kathy is our birthday co-ordinator, 

but this time it was her turn to 
celebrate and we were happy to 

celebrate along with her.



8 JUNE 2016

Evergreens - 35 Years

In 1981, Father Kevin suggested to Parish Care, that the older 
people attending weekday Mass would appreciate morning 
tea.  Parish Care responded and Shirley Graham, Monica Stables, 
and Gabrielle Dwyer served scones and cakes, together with 
a refreshing cuppa, one Friday morning.  Jean Smith, the fourth 
member of that original support group, was working.
The morning teas were provided on one Friday of each month 
from that time.
The earliest group included Marj and Mick Neate, Anne Purcell, 
Thelma and Jim Rodda, Dot Papworth, and Margaret O’Flaherty.  
The numbers began to grow so, sometime in 1982, they considered 
naming their group.  At Thelma Rodda’s suggestion the name 
“Evergreens” was adopted.
Very Special Kids cares for children with life-threatening conditions 
by providing Victoria’s only children’s hospice and professional 
family support services.  The Evergreens have supported this 
organization for over thirty years through a monthly donation 
based on the raffle run at each meeting.
Occasional outings were introduced quite early, with the first trip, 
by car, to Ringwood Lake.  The outings were somewhat sporadic, 
local, and depended on car transport.  When the arrival of the 
parish bus extended our range and flexibility, the outings became 
monthly, and were chosen from a list agreed at the beginning of 
the year.  Geoff Limmer was our first driver, and he and Gabrielle 

Dwyer would check the route and parking facilities during the 
week preceding the Friday trip.  Mary Bresnan later took the wheel, 
and trips became a little unpredictable.  Parking was creative, the 
bus took on a personality, and a souvenir once came back.
One year the trip list comprised Badger Creek, Elderly Citizens 
Week, Yarra boat trip, Note manufacturing plant and winery, 
theatre luncheon, Mornington, Warburton, Dandenongs, and the 
Concert Hall and Art Gallery. 
Some special tasks have developed over the years.  We now have 
a raffle sub-group, a trip sub-group, a birthday lady, a kitchen lady, 
and a badge lady. Birthdays, in particular, are celebrated at each 
meeting.  Those representing another decade of life (0 birthdays) 
are specially memorable, involving a birthday cake and gift.
Since the second parish bus died, the Evergreens have relied 
on hiring a bus and driver from various bus lines, including that 
operated by Peter and Helen Konynenburg .  The Evergreen annual 
raffle is now used to defray the cost of transport together with 
some assistance from the Parish.
Longer trips of up to four nights have been undertaken since 1993.  
These have included several memorable trips to Mary Lynn in 
Marysville (since burnt down), Merimbula, Canberra, Mt Gambier, 
a couple to Halls Gap and Warrnambool, and to many other 
destinations.

Some of the original Mass attendees

More original Mass attendeesFirst outing - Ringwood Lake
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EVERGREEN’S 
THIRTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY
Way back in Nineteen Eighty-one
a Parish Group was formed
a meeting for the Seniors,
where Hearts and Souls were warmed.

Though small in number
at the start and with no formal name,
as friendships grew and needs were met,
“The Evergreens” we became.

A monthly Mass and morning tea,
time to share life’s joys and tears,
being there to help each other,
throughout all these years.

A place to be accepted, to belong,
to be a friend.
A place to find compassion 
until the journey’s end.

The original Support Team
still give their time and care,
plus new friends who have joined them
with love and faith to share.

We’ve been on many happy trips
to places far and near.
The old bus driven by Mary B,
whose memory we hold dear.

We’ve been all over Melbourne
and off the beaten track.
On one of the “Magical Mystery Tours”
we nearly didn’t come back.

We’ve gambled at the races,
played the pokies down at Crown,
learned to bowl at Marysville,
seen the flower show in town.

We’ve picnicked at Maroondah Dam,
BBQ’d at Badger Weir,
seen begonias at Ballarat
and dolphins at the Lakes.

We’ve had great Christmas parties,
with many special guests.
We’ve even had a Royal Wedding
with Captain Collingwood there.
Heard interesting speakers
who have opened up our eyes.

We have shared each others’ journeys,
in good times and in bad,
and we thank God for His faithfulness
and the blessings that we’ve had.

As we celebrate this milestone,
the joys and friendships that have been,
we ask the Lord to keep His Hand
on our Parish Evergreens. 2015 Evergreen group after Mass

Original support group - Monica, Gabrielle, Shirley, Jean

irst event of the year - Badger Creek BBQ

We must not forget the Christmas lunches.  Many of these lunches have included 
entertainment, and all have proved popular as they provide for December birthday 
celebrations, and are an occasion of convivial socializing while behaving ourselves.  
There has even been dancing. The end of proceedings involved the drawing of the 
Evergreen raffle, but this activity has now moved to the last meeting of the year.  A 
couple of raffles have been won by a member of the Evergreens. 
The earlier lunches were catered by the Support Group, starting with sandwiches and 
cakes, and progressing to a three-course meal. The lunches involved a lot of work 
setting up and cleaning up before the support group got their meal. But that group is 
getting a bit older, and the lunches are now outsourced to a local hotel. 
The Evergreens have contributed altar cloths and a votive candle stand to the Parish.
The Evergreens is a vibrant, continuing asset to the Parish.  Through this group, contact 
is maintained, new friendships forged and mutual care, assistance, and fellowship is 
encouraged.
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JOAN QUINLAN: I have no clear memory of my introduction to the 
Evergreens. I suspect that it was a progression from being involved 
with Parish Care. I was often at morning Mass and probably began by 
assisting with morning tea on busy mornings. I certainly don’t recall 
ever being “invited” to be part of the group.  My participation just 
evolved.
JOAN SHAW: I joined in 1991 just after my husband Noel died.  Two 
of my friends were members of the Evergreens and they felt that 
the companionship would be good for me. Twenty-five years in the 
support group, I have made good friends and had many wonderful 
outings. Had a lot of fun and I am proud of our many years of support.
MARIA MASON: I have lived in the parish for over 40 years. My 
children have gone through Holy Spirit school and the parish/school 
community hold a very special place in my heart.  I have received 
so much love and support over the years, it is now my time to give 
something back.
I love people, old and young and love to put a smile on their faces. By 
being involved with the Evergreens, I can give back some of the love 
and happiness I have received.
MAUREEN WALKER: I have been a parishioner of Holy Spirit, North 
Ringwood, since its inception. As my children grew older and the end 
of my working life in the medical profession drew increasingly closer, I 
decided that the next step for me would be community participation; 
hence, my involvement with the Evergreens and for the past few years, 
the Evergreens support group. On the subject of the support group, it 
never ceases to amaze me how much time and effort the group put in 
to ensure that the outcomes are more than worthwhile.
JEAN SMITH: My family came to Ringwood just as Holy Spirit Parish 
was established, so became involved in various aspects of parish life 
quite quickly.  However, the ministry of Parish Care became my main 
area of interest. As many of our requests for assistance came from our 
seniors, the Evergreens Support Team was formed, encouraged by 
Father Mogg, to cater for their needs. It has been my privilege to be 
involved with many people and their families over the years, especially 
when sickness and/or frail age has been a concern. I have been grateful 
to work with the support team and also Parish House Staff, over a long 
period of time and am blessed that many friendships endure.
ANNY BUNTSMA: In approximately 1993 Fr Mogg told me about the 
Evergreens.  As I was not 60 years yet, it didn’t appeal to me.  What 
about a supporter?  So I rang Jean and joined them.  The Evergreens 
are a friendly group of people and a few supporters organize very nice 
bus tours.
KATHY CULHANE: After seeing what great support the Evergreens 
were to my mother during my father’s illness and death, I wanted to 
give back some of that kindness by offering my assistance to these 
wonderful ladies.
LORETTA FERGUSON: I came to Ringwood in 1994 and joined the 
Evergreens around 2000.  I had been attracted by an advertisement 
in the Word for they offered the opportunity to help the senior 
parishioners.  I usually arrange the Evergreens music but have spent 
the last six months recovering from a spinal operation.  In that time Bill 
O’Dwyer, a Holy Spirit choir member, has kindly arranged the music 
and led the singing at our monthly Mass, for which we are very grateful.  
I hope to be back among my Evergreen friends soon and thank them 
for their prayers and cheerful words of encouragement – so much in 
the spirit of the Evergreens.
FLO WEST: I joined the Evergreens Support Group 28 years ago.  It was 
one of the best things I have done.
I went along to one of their monthly meetings not knowing what to 
expect. I was made so welcome and I have made many lovely friends.  
We go on monthly outings and a four-day holiday each year.  They are 

great to be with and we are there when things go wrong, to help each 
other.
BARBARA MC GOWAN: I started with the Evergreens about 30 years 
ago.  I found I was looking for something outside of the home to be 
involved in and decided to try Parish Care and then found I enjoyed 
helping the older people in our parish.  I spoke to Jean Smith and so I 
became involved with the Evergreens and there has not been one day 
that I have regretted it.  I have made so many wonderful friends in the 
Evergreens and support team - they are all my second family.  We have 
been through lots of good and bad times together and we look after 
each other and care for each other.  I wouldn’t have it any other way.  I 
am on the social side of things and help to arrange our outings.
TRISH MANSON-ALLEN: My husband Bill died nearly 30 years ago.  
For some two years prior to his death, Fr Mogg and the then Parish 
Care Group, provided my family and me with an amazing amount of 
care and support.
Following a visit from Jean Smith who suggested I come along to a 
meeting, which I agreed to do, and today remain one of “the helpers.”
It is a privilege to be part of this caring team.
GWEN ECCLES: I answered a knock at my front door many years ago 
and on opening it there was a lady standing there who said, “Gwen, 
you haven’t changed.”  
“Sorry,” I replied, “I don’t know who you are.”  Then she smiled and I said, 
“Yes, I do, you were ‘Jean O’Grady’ from Koroit.”
We grew up in a neighbouring area, Jean Koroit district and me 
Woolsthorpe, both on farms.  And so over a cup of tea my Evergreen 
journey began.
I was welcomed into the group and have loved all the trips, unending 
support, care and love over many years.  The support this group offers 
is just unsurpassed, both in good times and in bad.
The group has just celebrated a marvellous milestone and I wish them 
all good Blessings and love as they continue on this Evergreen Journey.  
God Bless you all.
SHIRLEY GRAHAM: Being part of the Evergreens, I feel, is living our 
Parish motto of Faith, Family, Friendship. We stand out in friendship 
with our social outings, which in time develop in a support group.
The Evergreens have been there for me to share and rejoice in my good 
times and to hold me together when times are not so good.  They are 
my faith family; they are irreplaceable.  
ANN GYSBERTS: Hi! My name is Ann Gysberts. By joining the 
Evergreens, I stay connected to our Parish. I love our outings and 
decided to join the Support group to help in my small way. I love all 
my Evergreen friends because we are family.
GABRIELLE DWYER: Thirty five years ago, the first morning tea 
provided to the older parishioners attending morning Mass comprised 
scones and cakes, and was served by Shirley, Monica, and myself.  That 
group would have included Jean, but she was working.
The first Evergreen group included Marj and Mick Neate, Ann Purcell, 
Thelma and Jim Rodda, Dot Papworth, and Margaret O’Flaherty. I 
found working with this group to be very enlightening, and quite 
different from the Parish Care work with which I was also involved.
Occasional outings were introduced quite early, and, when the arrival 
of the parish bus extended our range and flexibility, the outings 
became monthly.  Geoff Limmer was our first driver, and he and I would 
check the route and parking facilities during the week preceding the 
Friday trip.  This ceased when I moved temporarily to the UK in 1992.
My temporary leave of absence in turn ceased when I returned to 
Australia in December 1996.
SUZANNE TOBIN is away on holiday.

EVERGREEN SUPPORT TEAM PROFILES
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Greetings from  
“Planet America”

Please don’t ask me to explain the American voting system.  I just went along and put 
an X for the person I wanted to vote for.  The rest is as big a mystery to me as to you.

I was born Carole Moseley in California but coming to Australia has meant a 
tremendous change in my life.  It was only going to be for a few years but I met Vladimir 
Voytenkoff and now I have even more trouble trying to spell that last name so people 
get it right.

When I told people that I came from California, they usually asked if I’d ever been to 
Disneyland – yes, I had.  But some asked if I knew any Hell’s Angels – happy to report 
the answer was no.

That was the mid-60s and now we all know so much more about each other’s country.  
No, I didn’t believe I’d see kangaroo hopping down Bourke Street.  Wouldn’t know 
where Bourke St was!  And now as many Americans visit Oz as Aussies visit California.  
Some even get to see Disneyland!

I’m an Australian citizen and damn proud to be but I don’t understand the voting 
system any more than I did the American.  Just go along and put in a bunch of Xs and 
hope for the best.

People ask if I still have family in the US; I do have some relatives that I don’t know 
very well after all this time.  I have family here:  I inherited some lovely cousins from 
Vlad, I’ve made good friends at Holy Spirit - friends to call on when things aren’t going 
well.  And I have someone who’s been a close mate since my early days at Safeway.  
When one of us goes into hospital, we put the other down as “sister” so we’ll be able 
to visit no matter what.  Only got sprung once, a nurse said “you can’t be sisters!”, just 
backtracked a little and said, sisters-in-law.  How would she know.

Carole Voytenkoff (nee Moseley)

“Look out into the 
universe and 

contemplate the 
glory of God. 

Observe the stars, 
millions of them, 
twinkling in the 

night sky, all 
with a message of 
unity, part of the 

very nature   
of God.”

Sai Baba
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~  YOUR DEALERSHIP ALTERNATIVE
~  YOU WON’T VOID YOUR WARRANTY
~  WE ARE OWNER / OPERATED
~  OUR AIM IS TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 
 EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

WHAT WE OFFER:
• Competitive prices • Fixed price servicing • Free safety check
• First class mechanics • Quality parts and lubricants • Free loan car
• Manufacturers Handbook Service (not at dealer prices)  
• State of the art diagnostic equipment • Local pick up and drop off service

3/87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
heatherdaleauto@bigpond.com                                  www.heatherdaleautomotive.com.au

More retreats you might be interested in...

Heart of Life 
Spirituality Centre

A very broad offering is available including regular 
Saturday Reflection Days for those who would love 
a little time to reflect but cannot spare a weekend - 
These usually run from 10am to 3.30pm.
Some current offerings include;
Come & See - Saturday 18 June
Come and explore what physical and spiritual 
elements influence our experience of place and 
how we can engage more deeply with these places. 
As part of our day we will walk about the beautiful 
grounds that surround Heart of Life, and consider 
the impact of tangible qualities ( such as buildings, 
texture, colour), and intangibles ( such as memories, 
values) on our experience.
Poetry Writing as Prayer - Saturday 30 July

Something more challenging?
The Human Experience of God - 14 X Thursday 
9.15 am - 11 am. 21 July to 10 November.

Through guided reflection on our human experience 
of God, we grow in appreciation of both our own 
experience  and the experience describers in some 
of the classical writings about God and prayer.
Cost $378
From Stardust to Consciousness 
Saturday September 3 - 10.00 am - 3.30 pm 
How might we experience the creative presence of 
Divine Mystery in the 13.7 billion year story that has 
brought all that we know into existence?

AND THERE IS SO MUCH MORE!
These are just a couple of the retreats offered, check 
the website to find out more!

Heart of Life Spirituality Centre
96 Albion Road Box Hill
Phone 9890 1101

www.heartoflife.melbourne
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4 SEPTEMBER 2013

L I C E N S E D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E R S

CONSIDERING SELLING?
No charges until happily sold

(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
Fax (03) 9879 5533 Mobile 0418 347 444

Ph (03) 9879 4422 Internet: www.treeby.com.au Email: treeby@treeby

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

Lawn and Garden Care
Lawn Mowing, Brush Cutting, Weeding, 

Spraying, Hedge Cutting, 
Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning 

and any odd jobs

BRIAN COFFEY
 0410 451 589

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE – AH 9876 3624

The Good Samaritan - a personal reflection
Recently I walked by on the other side…
I walked by on the other side.
Did I walk by in disdain or self-righteousness?   No
Did I walk by in ignorance?  No
Did I walk by in freedom?  Yes
Did I walk by in awareness?  Yes
Since I began working in the city last year, I commute by train 
most days of the week and often take the same pathway & exit 
from Parliament Station. It was here I was first confronted by the 
sight of a homeless man named Daniel. He sits hunched against 
the brick wall on the concrete mezzanine between stair cases. He 
holds his story on a piece of dirty cardboard. ”Hi I’m Daniel. I’m 
homeless. Please help. God bless.”
Over time, I have moved through my own inner disturbance and 
discomfort, to slowly making very minor attempts to respond 
in action. A smile & eye contact with a, ‘Hi Daniel’. Giving him a 
homemade sandwich or a banana (after he told me once his 
teeth were no good for apples). A bag of clothes from St Vinnies. 
Snippets of conversation from time to time…
His response has always been genuine appreciation expressed 
in a smile and ‘thanks sweetie’. I always walk on gifted from the 
encounter.
Last week I walked by on the other side…
That morning, I had resolved on the train that if Daniel was there, 
today would be a smile and “have a good day” moment as I walked 
past... a simple acknowledgement from me to him that he was not 
invisible. I walked out ready to catch his eye.
But… but… but… he didn’t look up. His head was hanging 
down, his body bowed over, knees drawn up – a symbol of abject 
downcast sadness. My heart lurched at the sight, it called me to 
give him a hug, but… I kept walking.
I walked by on the other side. I kept glancing back hoping to see 
him lift his head - he didn’t.
Daniel didn’t receive anything from me that day. I gave him 
nothing. The cry of my own heart, he neither saw, nor heard, nor 
felt.
I hoped a good Samaritan was on the next train - but I think it was 
supposed to be me. I walked by in fear - could I, should I hug him? 
Would that be crossing a boundary I can’t back up? I walked on to 
work…
Loving God, forgive my lack of courage in that moment. Make me 
brave enough next time to respond to your promptings within 
my heart. Help me to pause and be with all the Daniels in my life 
and at the very least, express concern for their welfare and be bold 
enough to encounter face to face the gift they are meant to be for 
me in you.                                                                

MKR          

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37)
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What 
is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; 
and your neighbour as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have 
given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”
But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbour?”
Jesus replied, “A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and 
went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan 
while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was 
moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his 
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The 
next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 
and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay 
you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of 
the robbers?” 
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”Jesus said to him, 
“Go and do likewise.”
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Open to the public, this course is led by experts and practitioners:  
Rev Prof Tony Kelly, Dr Joel Hodge, Rabbi Fred Morgan, Dr Zuleyha Keskin,  
Fatih Erol Tuncer, Rev Dr John Dupuche and Prof John D’Arcy May.
Course Dates: 3, 10, 17 and 24 August, 2016.
Time: 6pm to 8pm 
Venue: Australian Catholic University, 115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy.

Registration Fee: $80/person* or $40/person. 
*A Certificate of Attendance is issued for hours towards ‘Accreditation to Teach in a Catholic School’ (CECV).
Registration is essential by Monday 1 August 2016.

Enquiries: shortcourses.ftp@acu.edu.au

Pope Francis has proclaimed 2016 as the Year of Mercy.  
Within this context, Mercy within Christianity, Judaism, Islam,  
Hinduism and Buddhism will be explored:

What is Mercy?
What do world religions teach about Mercy?
How is Mercy lived by believers in world religions?

Information and registration: acu.edu.au/theology/shortcourses

SHORT COURSE ON

Inter-Faith Perspectives 
on Mercy

Our condolences and 
prayers go to 
Fr Eugene 

on the sad loss of his 
mother on 

7th May 2016.

We offer you this beautiful prayer from her 
memorial card.

Margaret Khin Mya San
13th January 1939 - 7th May 2016
“As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; Abide in my love” Jn 15.9

All I do today
O Mother of mine,
I give to you.
Let all my work and rest
Be sanctified by you.
All my thinking and my feeling,
All my praying and my longing,
All my suffering and rejoicing,
All my loving and forgiving
In your hands I wish to lay,
Dear Mother mine.
In the holy wave of grace
Through you so richly flowing,
Let all immersed be.
The world’s confusing shadows
Let light and love dispel.
Let all whose minds are clouded or lost 
in doubt or error;
Let all whose hearts are heavy weighed 
down by grief or pain;
Let all whose courage fails them,
Who finds no peace nor joy;
Let all know your healing,
Your light and strength and love.

Amen

This is the best way to become a student again!
No assignments - No HECS.  

Just a commitment of one night a week over four weeks - from 6.30 to 8.00pm 
And if you arrive at 6.00pm you get to have some lovely food and a tea or coffee 

- So yes, you can go straight from work!
With our world in such turmoil and everyone claiming God is on their side 
(AGAIN!) it is really incumbent upon us all who are able to become better 

informed about the various faith perspectives of our fellow religions.
I attended a series last year on five of the major faiths of the world and found 
it fascinating to say the least - Disappointing in that yet again, I was forced to 

concede I actually don’t know everything!
Please read the invitation below - and think about getting a carload together  - 

or popping in on the train...

~ STRETCH OUR MINDS ~
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The iconic Kilcunda railway trestle bridge came into being 
in 1910 when the Wonthaggi to Melbourne rail line was 
completed. This line was built to take black coal from the 
Wonthaggi mine to fuel steam trains throughout Victoria.
My mother grew up on a property adjacent to the bridge and 
riding home from school one night was thrown from her horse. 
She caught the horse, remounted and rode home. They bred 
them tough then.
I grew up on a farm at Kilcunda and have sentimental ties to 
the place. Lynette and I sometimes stay in a clifftop cottage 
overlooking Bass Strait with Robin and Alec Walsh and 
Margaret and Kevin Fox .
It would be no surprise, then that when Lynette saw a 
promotion for The Worlds Longest Lunch on the trestle bridge, 
we signed up for it. A beautiful sunny day in March,we joined 
150 other people  for Spanish paella and sangria at a very long 
table facing the sea. We were cooled by the ocean breezes  
which had travelled all the way from Tasmania for us and we 
did a little reminiscing at this beautiful spot.
When Lynette and I were first married, we lived at Boronia 
and had a wonderful doctor who brought our children into 
the world and looked after all our health. We knew at that 
time  Doctor Harms had a holiday retreat at Kilcunda and we 
wondered if that connection had continued.
About two weeks later in the Sunday Age under the My Place 
section appeared an article by Peter Harms with a photograph 
of the trestle  bridge, stating that his special place was  sitting 
in his chair looking out at that bridge, seeing the ocean and 
ships passing. An amazing coincidence!
I contacted the Kilcunda Post office and they said they would 
forward mail to Dr Harms. We quickly sent a letter to him 
thanking him for all the care he provided all those years ago. 
Within a week, we had an answer from him telling of his family 
and life and how he still enjoys Kilcunda. It has been a lovely 
reconnection.
Footnote
Dr Harms lives in the same street in Boronia as my groomsman 
at Lynette’s and my wedding 50 years ago in July. Talk about 6 
degrees of separation. It is a great world.

Don’s Bridge of Memories

A Little breezy on the Bridge?
L to R Don Schroder, Kevin Fox, Alec Walsh, Robyn Walsh, 

Lyn Schroder and Marg Fox



16 JUNE 2016

   Home Loans
   Commercial Loans
   Business Loans
   Reverse Mortgages
   Personal Loans
   Car and Truck Loans
   Debt Consolidation Loans
   Loans for Self Employed

0409 555 333 - 1300 FOX 804
james@redfoxfin.com.au   www.redfoxfin.com.au

Red Fox Finance Pty Ltd ABN 75 092 727 725 
Regulated by ASIC under Australian Credit Licence Number 461831

 
 
 

 
 

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every 
row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the 
digits 1-9, without repeating any.
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A snapshot...
Name: 
Lawry Cecconello
Role in the Parish/School: 
I’ve had a number of roles in the parish over the years, but 
currently I am in the RCIA team, on the special minister roster, 
a Mass captain, on the gardening roster and also one of the 
coordinators for the Good Friday after solemn service.

My earliest memory...  is from back when we lived in Padua 
(Padova) in Italy, running around the open fields and empty 
lots near where we lived. We (mum, dad, sister and myself) 
emigrated to Australia when I was five, and I still have some 
memories of the journey over by boat, and the first days in 
Melbourne. Scary stuff (probably more confusing than scary) 
for a five year old!!!!

At school I always...  enjoyed playing kick to kick in the school 
yard with my friends and classmates, even though I was 
never any good at it (football). A whole group of us used to 
congregate at St. Josephs school yard (in Northcote) on a 
Friday afternoon after school and play footy till it got dark, 
and then roll home all sweaty and tired and dirty. Those were 
‘simpler’ days. 

My first relationship...  was with a girl at primary school (St. 
Brigids, North Fitzroy); her name was Mara and she regularly 
wore her hair in pigtails, but there were lots of boys who had 
similar feelings towards her, so competition for attention was 
at a premium. Of course it never went anywhere, as we both 
went our separate ways to different schools and I never heard 
from her again.  

My drink of choice...   I’ve never really been much of a drinker, 
but I do enjoy a glass of red over a meal, or when friends or 
family come around; I can’t drink too much anyway as ‘too 
much’ tends to bring on migraines for me.

My father always told me... my father told me many things, most 
of which have proven to be great advice. I guess the one thing 
that really stands out is – If you’re going to do something, do 
it to the best of your ability.

I wish I had...  completed my  IT degree back in the seventies at 
RMIT; I actually finished all the computing subjects and then 
thought – I’m ready to get a job in IT, which I was able to do 
quite easily, but I still think it would have been beneficial to 
get that piece of paper.

I wish I hadn’t... agreed to do this piece; I always hate (with a 
passion) talking about myself, no matter what the situation 
and would much rather achieve what needs to be achieved in 
some low key, unnoticeable sort of way.

My most humiliating moment... where do I start; there are so many; 
but most seem to center around not being able to remember 
peoples’ names, even though I may have just been introduced 
some 5 minutes beforehand; what’s worse is that in such 
scenarios, the other person invariably remembers my name. 
My happiest moment... the birth of our two daughters – not many 
challenges to that one.

At home I cook... as little as possible. I must admit that I let the 

wife have free reign in that 
department. Of course there are 
the usual barbeques with family 
and friends where I do pull out 
the apron, but by and large, I 
stay out of the kitchen, unless 
necessity dictates.  

My favourite gadget is...  I’ve 
amassed a few gadgets over the 
years, but the current club house 
leader is a small Sony compact camera, which does such a 
fantastic job; being a keen (but inadequate) photographer, I 
do like to take a few snaps, and this particular camera really 
punches above its weight.

The book that changed my life...  I can honestly say that I have 
not come across that book as yet. I am not an avid reader, by 
any stretch; actually most of my reading involves technical 
product manuals, whether that be for a camera, an electronic 
device or a car; I generally like to get the most out of things, 
so I am always keen to explore all the features and options of a 
particular device.

Friends say I am...  patient and tolerant, but hey, they’re essential 
qualities when you’re dealing with two kids.

If only I could...  do more to help out in the community, be that 
our community at Holy Spirit or just the general environs of 
our world; there are SO many issues and problems that come to 
my attention that I would dearly love to help out with, but...

The last big belly laugh was...  with friends at lunch a few weeks 
ago; we were discussing some past experiences and we probably 
were not very complimentary about our previous behaviours. 
Say no more.

What I don’t find amusing is...  where do you start; the carry-on 
of some of our leaders, both here and abroad; the behavior 
of people on our roads, the never ending reports of family 
violence and violence against the vulnerable ... The list goes 
on and on.

I am always being asked...  when am I going to retire; I’m getting 
closer, but not there yet.

My favourite game is...  Aussie rules; I’ve been a Carlton supporter 
for about 50 years and have been fortunate enough to witness 
8 flags; admittedly the last 2 decades have been very lean, but 
that’s the journey of a club supporter; you take the good and 
the bad, the highs and the lows.

At the moment I am reading...  as usual, a manual; I have just 
replaced a Sony Camcorder with a new one, and of course you 
get the standard issue 200+ page manual to study; it will take 
me a while to get thru this one.

If I were a car I’d be...  nothing too flash, just an ordinary Holden, 
Ford or Toyota that does the job without too much fanfare.

I often wonder...  what my life would be like if my parents had 
not emigrated to Australia from Italy back in the late 50’s; I 
really can’t imagine what might have been, but I’m thinking 
it would be very different to what I’ve lived through so far, 
especially when you consider the language, the cultural 
and educational differences, the relationships, the family 
connections and so on. It’s a mind boggling thought.
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‘A Provocative Pilgrimage’
~ PART TWO ~

Mass at Gugulethu
What a joy to participate in Sunday mass with the vibrant, active, 
faith-filled community of St Gabriel’s Catholic Parish in Gugulethu. 
Gugulethu, named from the Xhosa language, a word which in part 
means ‘our pride’, is a township some 15 kms from Cape Town’s CBD 
known as the Cape Flats, and home to approximately 100,000 black 
South Africans living in the poorest of circumstances. From the 
freeway on our approach and as far as the eye can see, power lines 
loop across thousands of poles rising above the shanty dwellings, 
feeding in electricity, the only government service provided directly 
to each home. Tap water and communal toilet blocks are located 
around the perimeters of each section. The total area of Gugulethu is 
7 sq kms. A most confronting and sobering sight, it was established 
in the early 60’s to house those evicted from the city of Cape Town 
through the apartheid policy.
We arrived at St Gabriel’s, located as it should be in the geographical 
centre of Parish, about half an hour early in order to take in the 
‘gathering’ experience. The small car park (8 spaces) was almost empty 
- most of the parishioners walk to mass as few have a car.
We quickly discovered that the ‘gathering’ was well under way, with 
the church already half -full and the recitation of the rosary about to 
begin. This devotion was led by an older man who was speaking in 
the Xhosa language and soon fell into an easily recognisable rhythm. 
It was lovely to hear this universal prayer and feel an immediate sense 
of unity and connection with the local parishioners and at the same 
time an awareness of belonging to a worldwide movement. This is not 
the first time I have felt this type of bond - Ireland, Italy, Fiji, the Days in 
the Diocese mass in my own parish, full of pilgrims from all around the 
world coming for World Youth Day - all times of deep gratitude for the 
Catholic Church in our world, my membership through my Baptism 
and my sisterhood with the ‘people of God’.
As the rosary proceeded and the pews continued to fill, the beaming 
face and warmth of hospitality in the person of Sheila (I later asked her 
name) approached each of us individually, moving gently through 
the row in front, two hands outstretched to grasp ours with a clear 
voice and direct eye contact, “Welcome to our parish” “Welcome to 
our parish” .....and then, to we two on the end...”Would you mind 
telling me where you are from?” She noted our ‘Adelaide & Melbourne, 
Australia response’ on her clip board and continued on through the 
congregation checking each row for visitors and warmly greeting 
parishioners as she went. So simple, so genuine, so humbling and 
such a beautiful ‘welcome in’ to this gracious community. We were all 
beaming with her after the encounter. 
And then... mass began! The structure and procedure was all familiar 
and in a sense comforting, but the singing, oh my Lord, words fail 
me and I tear up just recalling the experience, for that is what it was. 
As fellow pilgrim Tony described, “it was a full body experience” The 
music was led by a group sitting to the front right hand side of the 
sanctuary, with as far as we could tell, a couple of lead singers and a 
few rows of back-ups. Musical accompaniment was arobust hand beat 
by the lead singer thumping the cover of her leather bound hymnal - 
the forthcoming rhythm and sound that followed was unbelievable. 
The community of St Gabriel’s must regularly need to repair the roof 
for the affects their singing must have in constantly raising it! The 
sound and sway of the congregation for the entrance, responsorial 
psalm and especially the Gospel Acclamation which went on some 
time was magnificent and allowed for our groups stumbling but 
enthusiastic and emotional participation. My enduring love of Gospel 
style singing, had reached a new pinnacle. It was all so joyous!

Before the final blessing Fr Emmanuel stood to address the people 
and using the Sheila’s clipboard made special mention of “Our visitors 
today... from Germany, please stand. (everyone cheered and clapped!) 
from Zimbabwe...(same) from Australia...(we took our turn with the 
whole congregation swivelling in their seats to smile and wave at 
us down the back - magic!) Fr then informed that a group of women 
would be hosting a light refreshment gathering for the Australians 
after mass. We were delighted’ as was our pilgrim host Cathy who had 
proposed the possibility of an after mass chat but which had not until 
that moment been confirmed. The God of surprises prevailed.
The greatest observation for me from witnessing and sharing in this 
community worship was the very obvious joy and pride in their faith 
that was being so clearly expressed.
These were people who were going home to hovels and hardship 
way beyond my knowledge and experience and yet the pleasure 
and happiness they derived from being together to celebrate the 
Eucharist could not have been more evident. Another truly humbling 
grace-filled time...
In the post mass gathering we had a lovely 45 mins with Fr Emmanuel 
and a number of parish women, Nonkosi, Nomsa, Titien and Sheila 
very involved in the StKizito*Children’s Programme. It has a similar 
mission as St Vincent de Paul Society, but with a special focus on 
vulnerable children in need. They are doing truly wonderful voluntary 
work in the most difficult of human circumstance. We also met 
Loretta, who established a group called ‘Women Now’, providing 
self-help empowerment strategies and support for young women 
trying to provide for their families both financially and pastorally. The 
unemployment in Gugulethu is a massive ongoing issue. 
Fr Emmanuel was genuinely happy to meet us all and hear about the 
work of the Church in Australia. I would love to return the hospitality 
should he ever visit Melbourne. This was truly an encounter of the 
family of God within the global village.
*Saint Kizito, a Ugandian Martyr, was burnt to death for refusing to 
denounce his Christian faith. He is the youngest African saint and martyr 
and Patron Saint of children and primary schools. His feast day is 3rd of 
June.
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Omar Suleman–a part of history
Without a doubt the pivotal and most profound personal encounter 
of the whole South African experience for me was the time spent with 
Omar Suleman. Again the meeting was pre-planned and organized 
by our host Cathy and was booked as a ‘coffee & conversation’ at 
Timbuktu, the Islamic Book store Omar manages in a suburb of Cape 
Town. What unfolded was way beyond anyone’s expectations – 
including Omar’s I believe. As we were drawn into the recounting of his 
personal story, time stood still and we were riveted in a mostintimate 
and sacred encounter for over three spell binding hours. 
I sat immediately to Omar’s right and this physically close proximity, 
I’m sure heightened the intensity of all that he shared. There were 
several times I was so overwhelmed by inner emotion I felt I might 
sob out loud – but I was also keenly aware that such a release would 
break the momentum of his sharing – I bit down hard on the inside of 
my mouth. Tears still silently escaped, not only mine but also others in 
the group. Omar too stopped on a number of occasions to maintain 
his own composure. The enormity of the events and the painful 
memories he was recounting were clearly still held and deeply felt.
Omar is an academic and lecturer in history, thereby well versed and 
experienced in delivering story in the context and influences of past 
events. He began by thanking us for the opportunity to do so. He 
declared honestly that when he looked at us he saw a group of ‘white 
‘people. He acknowledged, with visible difficulty, that our fellow 
pilgrim Tony, seated to his immediate left, was giving him ‘flashbacks’ 
to one of the Apartheid Government soldiers/prison guards who had 
brutally tortured him some thirty years earlier. It was a very sobering 
entry into the story that then unfolded.
Omar took us on a journey. The journey of his life as a South 
African native, intertwined with the historical interplay of carefully 
highlighted relevant facts. The establishment of the ANC African 
National Congress in 1912, the world wide spread of the cause. The 
fact that ANC was never about a political or race agenda- it was always 
a human rights issue first and foremost. He repeated this point a 
number of times even commenting,” this is the most important thing 
for you to know and remember.”
At fifty years old now, Omar grew up under the apartheid regime. 
Mandela was already imprisoned on Robben Island when Omar was 
born. As a black African, Omar was raised in a time when where you 
lived, worked and were educated was on a sliding scale of privilege to 
poverty according to the colour of your skin and in which he was at 
the bottom.
In his final year of schooling he became politically engaged and active 
in the growing resistance movement. A whole generation of young 
people who had grown up watching their parents, aunts and uncles 
suffer and remain bullied and intimidated, began to speak out. This 
movement caused great angst for families who were ever fearful of 
the swift and harsh repercussions perpetrated by the Apartheid Govt 
to keep and maintain power and control. But the tide was turning 
and history shows that by sheer weight of numbers the rise of the 

oppressed to seek justice was inevitable.
Omar became a soldier for the resistance movement, leaving South 
Africa for training in Zimbabwe and returning with thousands of 
others to play his part.
He became a member of the counter intelligence unit which meant 
he had to drop out of a ‘normal’ life and become invisible, to protect 
his family and friends and also to then morph into whatever under 
cover situation was required. He said this was a particularly difficult 
period when he realized how many of the oppressed were actually 
working as spies for the Govt – it was rife.
From the age of approx. 18-25 Omar’s life was dedicated to and 
consumed by playing his role in overthrowing the Apartheid regime 
and liberating all those so horrifically oppressed and denied the 
most basic human rights. Omar sacrificed a decade of his life to 
action at the front of this war. He was tortured, brutalised, victimised, 
became a body guard to Joe Slovo, lost the love of his life through 
the impossibility of a mixed race relationship and lost dear and close 
comrades, murdered in the ensuing violence – the final stand of the 
Apartheid Regime before its collapse. Collapse as it finally did with 
the announcement by F W De Klerk of Nelson Mandela’s impending 
release in Feb 1990 - it was the statement that marked the beginning 
of the end of Apartheid.
Omar witnessed and participated first hand in the peaceful transition 
of the Counter Intelligence Department in the first democratically 
elected Government. He recalled with chilling clarity, the moment 
when at the first meeting of the old &new, he was confronted with 
one of the key perpetrators, personally responsible for ordering 
hundreds of deaths. The man crossed the floor with his hand held out 
in greeting and accompanied by words of welcome. Omar froze. How 
could he shake the hand of such a person? But shake he did and was 
even reprimanded later by his superior, for hesitating. ‘This moment is 
bigger than you – keep your emotions out of it!’
He finally knew his time of action was over when he was asked to hand 
in his AK 47 Rifle – the time for reconciliation had come. Mandela had 
shown the way, they were now obliged to follow.
A couple of times during this three hour conversation, Cathy checked 
with him about the time– he assured her he was happy to continue- in 
hindsight we all agreed there was a deep reciprocity in the exchange 
– we provided a genuine, safe, respectful and interested space into 
which Omar could speak unfiltered. The next day, Cathy received a 
text message from him which read in part “for the first time I felt like 
real part of history”
The lessons learnt from this encounter with a quietly spoken man 
now living a peaceful life in apartheid free South Africa are ongoing 
for me…’there but for the grace of God go I’. ‘Is reconciliation truly 
possible without an element of the sacred? How significant was the 
spirituality of reconciliation in the transition process? As a man of faith 
how did it sustain him during this time? I know this experience has 
changed me at my very core – I pray that in some ways not yet clearly 
evident, I will find ways to honour Omar and the cause for which he 
sacrificed so much.
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I am a very proud Member of the Holy Spirit Church and have 
been for a number of years, from the time of Father Mogg, 
Father Mithen, Father Eugene and now Father Joe.

The Lord has given me a wonderful life having worked in TV, 
Radio and Newspapers most of my life.

I spent 16 years with Channel Nine News and Sporting 
Department as Racing Editor and Assistant Sports Editor. 

Having worked with the likes of Peter Hitchener, Sir Eric Pearce, 
Michael Schildberger, and Tony Charlton. 

In my time there I have met and interviewed a number of 
Sporting People such as the late Champion boxer, Joe Frazier, 
we became great friends.

I have had the pleasure of calling all sports Horse Racing, 
Harness and Greyhounds, and called three Stawell Gifts from 
National TV IN 1992-3-4.

I also called a number of major fights for TV and Radio, These 
included Kosta Tszyu, Jeff Fenech, Barry Michael, Lester Ellis 
and others.

I have been lucky to have had bit parts in the Lionel Rose story, 
Prisoner and Division Four.

The Lord gave me a gift to allow me to do these things. 

When much younger I played cricket for St.Kilda District side 
and football with Richmond District.

Some of my highlights have included meeting and becoming 
great friends with Joe Frazier, meeting Astronaut, Alan 
Shepherd, and being only a few feet away from the late 
Princess Diana in the mounting yard when she came here for 
the 1985 Melbourne Cup.

I worked for a couple of years for Channel Seven producing 

World of Sport mixing with the likes of Ron Casey, Jack Dyer, 
and Lou Richards.

Whilst calling horse racing I worked with Bert Bryant, Bill 
Collins, John Russell and Ray Benson.

From 1981 through until 1996 I was part of the Channel Ten 
Melbourne Cup Telecasts with Phil Gibbs. 

Overall the Lord has looked after me very well, and I am forever 
grateful.

In closing I feel my greatest moment overall was reading the 
Gospel at our Church the Holy Spirit.

God Bless You All.

TED RYAN

60th Anniversary of Ordination of Fr Kevin Mogg
SUNDAY 24th JULY, 2016 at 10.30 – HOLY SPIRIT PARISH

An invitation is extended to all parishioners, priests, religious, teachers, past parishioners and 
friends to attend the celebration of Fr Mogg’s 60th Anniversary of Ordination.

Fr Kevin served the community of Holy Spirit parish for 23 years.  
The celebratory Mass will be followed by lunch.  

Priests are welcome to concelebrate.

Please join us for this joyful event.

We will need you to register in order to enable catering etc., and you can do this by emailing the 
Parish House at: RingwoodNorth@cam.org.au

Or you can phone  9876 3077 to register – Tuesday to Friday.

Please register ASAP – We look forward to meeting you at this great celebration.
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For many who are fully engaged in the world there may be 
little time to be alone with God.  A surgeon in a war zone, 
for example, cannot just up and go to his prayers at prayer 
time. Nor can a person who combines shift work with family 
responsibilities, nor someone who cares for small children 
and elderly relatives, nor someone whose life is controlled 
by a despotic family member. One way or another a vast 
swathe of the People of God are “on call” 24/7.
With no “rule” to guide them, they might nonetheless 
find a regular five minutes each day to let go of their 
responsibilities and devote themselves exclusively to 
prayer, fiercely guarding this time against intrusion.
They get up early for a quiet time to say some prayers, only 
to find a little person in the family has woken even earlier 
and requires their attention. A planned hour of evening 
quiet is interrupted by unexpected visitors.
It is too easy to see such occurrences as prayer “gone wrong”. 
It is too easy to be misled by the criticism that “too busy” 
lives make no time for God. The experience of God comes 
through the face of Christ in the needy child and in those 
whom God sends our way for hospitality.
Perhaps attentiveness to the Holy Spirit as the background 
prompting all our thinking might serve as an appropriate 
rule for those immersed in the world.
Rather than focusing on a time of day and a length of time 
for prayer, there can be that split second of total reliance 
on the Holy Spirit, with endless reverberations. It might be 
possible to cultivate a background consciousness of the 
Holy Spirit drawing each person towards goodness.
Attentiveness to the Spirit as a constant presence can 
allow a person to discern the will of God for the moment. 
The Spirit praying within, who can transform the most 
mundane human activity into an intense form of prayer, 
will surely then open up those spaces in the interstices of 
daily life when God draws the one praying exclusively to 
contemplation: the unexpectedly empty house, the waiting 
room, the queue.
The temptation is to think of these moments as left-over 
moments, that God is being fitted in where there is nothing 
else to do. However, the Incarnation teaches that immersion 
in the world, far from taking people away from prayer, lies at 
its very heart.

Part of the Parish Practise piece by Ann Inman entitled 
“Nearer to God in the busy life”, 

published in The Tablet of 9 April 2016.
Reproduced with the permission of the Publisher

http://www.thetablet.co.uk
We gratefully acknowledge Sr Marian for sourcing this article 

and “The Tablet” for allowing us to reproduce.

Nearer to God in 
the busy life...

MARJORIE NEATE
7th September 1919  -  16th March 2016

My dear friend Marj.

Over 30 years ago Marj and I met and became great friends.  
We just clicked with each other.  We worked on the Trash and 
Treasure stall with my mother Veronica.

The real treasure was Marj.

Marj, her husband Mick and daughter Pauline, started off the 
Trash and Treasure at the very first fete.  Her legacy continues 
today, with many of the same women working at the fete each 
year.

Marj and I so enjoyed our time together, we went shopping 
each week for many years.

When Marj lost her beloved husband Mick, it was tough.  Marj 
had never lived alone.  Pauline and Gerald lived only a couple 
of doors away and took care of every need.   With the great love 
and care of her family and her unwavering faith, life continued.

Marj made the most of life.  She so enjoyed being a part of 
the Evergreens, and enjoyed attending 9am Mass as she and 
Mick did most mornings.  Marj embraced every situation with 
a positive attitude and a wonderful sense of humour and great 
compassion for others.

We learnt a lot from each other.  We didn’t always agree, and I 
so admired her strength of character for such a small person.

Even though Marj’s memory was fading over the last couple of 
years, she always remembered who I was, with a big smile and 
much affection.

How lucky am I to have had such a beautiful, caring, interested 
person in my life.  Marj treated me like one of her own.

This is only one example of the wonderful life long friendships 
that have formed for many in the Holy Spirit community.

Marj comes to mind whenever I eat fruit cake, or look at pink 
camellias or succulents in the garden.

Marj’s memory is with me forever.

Chris Conroy
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

For more information and to register: www.acu.edu.au/covr2016 
Email: covr2016.FTP@acu.edu.au

WEDNESDAY 13 JULY – SUNDAY 17 JULY 2016WEDNESDAY 13 JULY – SUNDAY 17 JULY 2016WEDNESDAY 13 JULY – SUNDAY 17 JULY 2016
Australian Catholic University,Australian Catholic University,Australian Catholic University,
115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia
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AND 6TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALIAN GIRARD SEMINARAND 6TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALIAN GIRARD SEMINARAND 6TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALIAN GIRARD SEMINAR

VIOLENCE IN THE NAME OF RELIGION...

PROFESSOR ASMA AFSARUDDIN 
Indiana University, USA

PROFESSOR ANNE ALY 
Edith Cowan University, Western Australia

REV DR SARAH BACHELARD 
Australian Catholic University, Canberra
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Deakin University, Melbourne
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Australian Catholic University/Charles Sturt University

ASSOC PROFESSOR KATHLEEN BUTLER
The Wollotuka Institute, University of Newcastle, NSW

PROFESSOR WILLIAM T. CAVANAUGH 
De Paul University, Chicago, and author 
of The Myth of Religious Violence

PROFESSOR JEAN-PIERRE DUPUY 
École Polytechnique, Paris/Stanford University, California

DR CHRIS FLEMING 
Western Sydney University, NSW

MOST REV DR PHILIP FREIER 
Archbishop of Melbourne and Primate of 
The Anglican Church of Australia

PROFESSOR WOLFGANG PALAVER 
The University of Innsbruck, Austria
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Lecturer and Aboriginal Academic, 
Australian Catholic University

Presented in partnership with:

Who is Kevin O’Callaghan?
A few words firstly about my early days. I 
was born into a traditional Irish Catholic 
family in West Brunswick. My first 4 years of 
primary school was spent at St. Joseph’s, West 
Brunswick, run by the Josephites. From there I 
attended St. Joseph’s CBC, Pascoe Vale, to year 8 
and completed my education with the Christian 
Brothers at CBC North Melbourne.
I attained a teachers’  bursary to train as a 
primary school teacher, but deferred to have 
a rest from study. I took a temporary job with 
Commercial Union Insurance Company and 
ended up remaining there through various 
mergers for 40 years and retired in 2009.
In 1972 I married Glenys and settled in North 
Ringwood in 1975. We have 3 children, Sarah, 
Emily & Daniel and 3 beautiful grand daughters, 
Jorja, Grace and Matilda Rose.
In 2000 I was “tapped on the shoulder “ by 
the late Tony Dalton, whom we all fondly 
remember, suggesting would I like to join 
our local St. Vincent de Paul Society. The first 
meeting I attended in the Parish House was 
interrupted as we adjourned to watch Cathy 
Freeman run and win the 400m sprint at the 
Sydney Commonwealth Games.
I did join and I consider myself fortunate. I am in 
a position to assist people who find themselves 
living in poverty and disadvantage. Even in 
middle class leafy North Ringwood there are 
pockets of poverty and disadvantage.
Currently  I am the elected Eastern Central 
Council President which gives me a seat on State 
Council. State Council consists of 13 appointed 
or elected men and women who are charged 
with the responsibility of ensuring adherence 
to our mission, the custodian stewardship of 
our resources as well as our strategic direction. 
Members of State Council have wide ranging 
expertise and the term of office for a member 
is 4 years. State Council meets monthly 
with a full agenda which includes  reports 
from Vincentcare, our CEO, State Treasurer, 
Governance Committee, Social Justice and 
Advocacy Committe among others.
There are 7 Central Councils in Victoria with 
Eastern Central Council the largest with 61 
Conferences and 16 Vinnies Centres or Shops, 
formerly known as “ Centres of Charity “.  We 
have over 4,000 Members and Volunteers  
working in the Centres.
Within Eastern Central Council, we operate 2 
Soups Vans, one in Collingwood and one in 
Fitzroy, which provide hot meals 7 nights a 
week in Melbourne CBD and inner suburban 
areas, all staffed by Volunteers.
A Conference is a local parish group established 
within the local area to provide assistance to 
people in need through home visitations and 
other initiatives. We have a very active and 

dedicated Conference in North Ringwood  
which meet weekly.
My role as a Central Council President and State 
Councillor includes  chairing and attending 
Regional, Central and State Council meetings – 
approx. 8 to 10 a month.  I am also a member 
of the OH&S  sub-committee  which meets 
regularly to access and review safety practices 
involving home visitations, food safety and 
handling, soup van operations  and safe work 
places at our Centres.
The Society will never end poverty and 
disadvantage in our communities but we can try 
to manage it by providing material assistance 
and dignity to the people we assist. Nobody 
chooses to live in poverty. We are confronted 

in our work with homelessness, victims of drug 
and domestic violence and disadvantage.
The key values of The Society are aligned 
with mine and include Compassion, Respect, 
Integrity and Empathy.
The work can be challenging but also rewarding 
as we endeavour to live out  The Gospel 
message  in practical ways.
The Society was founded in Australia in 1854 by 
Fr. Gerald  Ward  at St. Francis Catholic Church 
in Melbourne and there are now over 330 
Conferences in Victoria.
I would encourage members of our Parish to 
consider joining Vinnies.

Kevin O’Callaghan
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For more information and to register: www.acu.edu.au/covr2016 
Email: covr2016.FTP@acu.edu.au

In this conference, we aim to bring together the 
insights of the 20th century’s premier theorist of 
violence and religion, René Girard, with the latest 
scholarship on religion and violence.
The conference will critically analyse the link 
made between religion and violence, and explore 
contemporary topics of signi� cance, such as 
• Islamist terrorism and radicalization in its various 

political, economic, religious, military and 
technological dimensions. 

• The religious and political rhetoric of Western and 
Middle Eastern nations regarding the use of force 
in military or domestic contexts. 

• Analyses of religious violence throughout history, 
and its representations and reactions in literature 
and culture. 

The conference is open to academics, professionals, 
religious practitioners, military, police, and anyone 
interested in engaging this topic in respectful dialogue.
The format of the conference will include evening 
keynote addresses, followed by morning panel 
sessions on the same topic as the keynote. The 
morning sessions will have extended time for 
discussion and questions to explore the key 
conference themes, such as the relationship between 
religion and violence, and analysis of contemporary 
religious violence. The conference will also feature 
a panel on violence and religion in Australian-
Indigenous history.
The Call for Papers is currently open.
Registration includes catering, and optional 
� eld-trips introducing Australian wildlife, history, 
and cuisine (at extra cost). There will also be a 
tribute dinner in honour of Girard (1923-2015).

WEDNESDAY 13 JULY – SUNDAY 17 JULY 2016WEDNESDAY 13 JULY – SUNDAY 17 JULY 2016WEDNESDAY 13 JULY – SUNDAY 17 JULY 2016
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VIOLENCE IN THE NAME OF RELIGION...

An excerpt from an item from 
the Holy Spirit Community 

School Newsletter 

“Holy Spirit obviously holds 
a special place in the hearts 

of two past students – 
Recently 

David Cardamone 
proposed to 

Jessica Ricci 
on the top courts here at 

Holy Spirit.”
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Two visitors from the US 
fly in to join the Hawks

Anika and I arrived in Australia in January and will be here until mid 
September. Anika is from Ashland, Wisconsin and went to college 
at St. Paul Concordia in St. Paul, Minnesota. I am from Johnsburg, 
Illinois about an hour away from Chicago. I attended The University 
of Iowa in Iowa City. We both graduated in May, Anika graduated 
with a degree in Biology and I graduated with a Sports Business 
degree. We are really enjoying our time here in Australia! Over 
Easter we had the chance to spend a few days in Sydney and we 
really enjoyed our time there! We get a little bit of a break over the 
Queen’s birthday in June and are planning on taking a trip to the 
Great Barrier Reef. Our basketball season is going good so far we 
are 8-2. We are enjoying playing for the Ringwood Hawks. We also 
coach a junior team for the Ringwood Hawks and are having a lot 
of fun working with the children.
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On Tuesday 15th March, at the very peaceful and tranquil 
setting of St. Gerards in Warrandyte our parish held a retreat day 
in preparation for Easter. Pope Francis has declared this year a 
Jubilee Year of Mercy for the Catholic Church so Parish Priest 
Father Joe invited us to gather and deepen our understanding 
and experience of this great truth.

The day commenced with our usual celebration of Eucharist 
where Fr. Joe enunciated and expanded on the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy – which include feed the hungry, 
visit the sick, bury the dead, instruct the ignorant, comfort 
the afflicted and pray for living and dead. He challenged us to 
examine ourselves on our obedience to these instructions.

Following morning tea, I shared several experiences of God’s 
mercy, forgiveness and faithfulness to me over many years.    
The gospel story of Jesus visiting Martha and Mary on his way 
to Jerusalem just prior to His passion and death (Luke10:38) 
helped us consider His need for mercy from His friends. Sadly 
only Mary was obedient.  We placed ourselves in this story and 
considered our response, asking for forgiveness for the times 
when we have failed.

Sister Marian then led us in a very beautiful guided imagery 

meditation, inviting us to relax our whole selves, sit with the 
Lord and allow Him to speak to our hearts. I felt the Holy Spirit’s 
powerful healing presence during this time. The sacrament 
of Reconciliation was available throughout the day and the 
hymns we sang helped us remain focussed on God’s tender 
love and mercy.

Following shared lunch and hearty chatter Maryann continued 
our theme sharing about our need to forgive those who have 
hurt us, so that God can gently heal us, when we surrender it 
to Him.    We broke into small groups sharing and praying for 
healing for one another and finished this time with a simple 
liturgy of surrender to whatever the Lord was inviting us to let 
go of.  The day was completed with a time of Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament and the Divine Praises.  Thanks to Father 
Joe for initiating this day and to Sister Marian and Maryann for 
helping with planning. I do hope we can make it an Annual 
Parish Event.

“We must be connected to the Person of Mercy in order that 
we ourselves can be Persons of Mercy.”

Jim Murphy

LENTEN REFLECTION DAY
SPIRIT OF MERCY

I was honoured to be invited to this 
year’s Youth Awards held at the Karralyka 
Centre, Ringwood on 14th April and 
what an impressive evening it was!
My friend Alex Watson (Aquinas College) 
received an Innovation award for his 
contribution to the community through 
his love for magic and he busks in the 
local community.  
With the money he earns, he donates 
some of it to a charity that is close to his 
heart.
Maroondah Youth Awards is a formal 
recognition evening that celebrates 
and recognises the commitments 
and achievements of young people 
aged between 12-15 in Maroondah.  
Community members, schools and 
organisations have nominated young 
people for recognition in the following 
categories.  Arts, Innovation, Personal 
Journey, Young Leaders and Super 
Citizen.  
Congratulations to Maroondah City 
Council and sponsors for putting 
together such a wonderful program

Tina Toomey

YOUTH AWARDS 2016
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Last Sunday, along with past and present 
staff members, school families and 
friends, parishioners and others who 
have been a part of Peter’s time at Holy 
Spirit, we celebrated a fitting farewell 
to a mighty man of education... Peter 
Camilleri. We remembered his 16 ½ 
years at Holy Spirit, 23 years as a primary 
school principal and a total of 40 years in 
Catholic education. That is 6,386 days of 
education and fun. 
Father Joe, along with many 
others, spoke of Peter’s vocation to 
Principalship, his amazing dedication 
and professionalism. In Father Joe’s 
words, Peter was ‘the most super school 
principal we have ever known.
The Mass was beautiful and the result 
of many hours of preparation and 
planning. Amongst Peter’s highlights 
were the concelebrating of the Mass by 
Fr Joe and past parish priests, Fr Kevin 
Mogg and Fr Alan Mithen. He absolutely 
loved the choir.
Thankyou to the many who attended and 
to everyone who has been important in 
contributing to Peter’s life at Holy Spirit 
in a myriad of ways.

Peter’s Community Farewell

I have had the pleasure of knowing 
Peter in my varying roles as school 
mum, colleague and  friend. Peter has 
an enormous love for and and interest 
in the people around him. His capacity 
to be genuinely interested in everyone 
belonging to the Holy Spirit community 
has been astonishing, and the way he 
has built and maintained community 
will be a long lasting legacy of his. 
From the casual encounters in the car 
park to the scheduled meetings and 
conversations, Peter has been respectful, 
gently challenging and always up for 
laugh or a ‘philosophise’ about the 
world and it woes. We have had many 
interesting conversations over the years 
as friends and colleagues, many about 
food (a mutual love and passion!), the 
Church and where it is headed, the latest 
educational trend or good read. In fact, 
that is one of the things I have missed the 
most having left my role at Holy Spirit! 
Peter’s capacity and willingness to give 
to the community of Holy Spirit has been 
awesome in the truest sense of the word 
and will not be forgotten. As a leader, he 
has inspired me in many ways and there 
are many aspects of his leadership that 
I will hold onto. Here’s to many more 
coffees and conversations in the years to 
come!

Julie Murphy 

STOP PRESS
If you are enjoying reading about this wonderful event and 

all the other exciting stories in this edition of The Spirit, 
please remember our advertisers whose financial support 

helps make it possible.  

Our advertisers offer a great range of goods and services, 
some having been supporters for many years. Please make 
yourself familiar with them and use and recommend their 

services when appropriate.

New advertisers are always sought - we publish four black 
and white hard copy editions with a print run of 700 per 

year, and each edition is uploaded in full colour to our 
parish website.

Thank you to all advertisers for their continued support.
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Farewell to Peter Camilleri
On a sunny Sunday afternoon the Holy Spirit community 
said goodbye to a great leader. I was fortunate enough to 
have been employed by and work closely with Peter. I owe 
much of my own Principalship to Peter. Peter gave me the 
opportunity to lead Holy Spirit in Education in Faith which 
enabled me to aspire to Principalship. In my early years as a 
new Principal, Peter and I would discuss the challenges and 
joys associated with this vocation. He was always a great 
listener and I would often seek out and always appreciated 
his advice.
Peter was a leader who epitomised the three ‘C’s’; 
commitment, consistency and compassion. When I was 
working at Holy Spirit as teacher and Religious Education 
leader, Peter and I would often discuss research or 
theological teaching and I always felt supported by him 
in this crucial learning area. He would frequently be at 
school late into the night attending a meeting or working 
on never ceasing administrative duties. I never once heard 
him complain about his workload rather to the contrary, he 
completed these tasks with a happy heart and a fantastic 
sense of humour knowing that Principalship requires 
commitment.
You always knew where you stood with Peter; even 
tempered, calm and rational. He was a leader you wanted 
to work well for and I believe he brought the best out in his 
staff. He wasn’t overly demanding or impatient but we all 
knew that everything we did was always about the students. 
This consistency of approach ensured a stable, harmonious 
staff who had a moral purpose and could achieve great 
outcomes for the children in our care.
Peter is one of the most compassionate people I know. He 
is quick to identify the goodness in others and cared deeply 
for everyone in the Holy Spirit community; staff, students 
and parents. He was empathetic and supportive. Peter 
lived out his Catholic identity through his interactions with 
others. He was a great role model, treating people with 
dignity and respect.
Peter leaves Holy Spirit in great shape having given his all 
since 1999. As a parent, staff member, parishioner and friend 
I personally thank Peter for his dedication to the students 
and Catholic Education. Even though Peter may no longer 
be at Holy Spirit his legacy lives on in the lives of all those 
who were lucky enough to learn from him and be led by 
him.

Marisa Matthys
Principal of St Michael’s Ashburton

Thank you Peter not only for your service to the parish 
community in so many ways, for your ever cheerful smile as 
GATEKEEPER down at the school on Fete Days, but also on 
a personal level for your friendship and support during the 
difficult times in our lives.  
May you travel safe; have many glasses of wine in beautiful 
places;  Hit a Hole in One; see your football team win a 
Premiership and spend many happy hours in partnership 
with your family.  Farewell my friend, Helen K
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Fr Alan – 
Homily from Peters Farewell mass
Two of the Scripture readings feature passages involving the 
Apostle Simon Peter.  Perhaps selected because of the special 
occasion of Peter Camileri’s farewell?
Not specially chosen – Rather by some remarkable synchronicity 
just happened to be the designated readings for the third Sunday 
of Easter and the third Cycle of Readings – Year C, which are for 
this very day!
The vivid scene at the lake; the catch of fish, the charcoal fire and 
the heart rending three fold confession of LOVE illicited by Jesus” 
questioning, graphically recall to everyone’s mind Simon Peter’s 
frequent humiliating failures in his following of Jesus:-
Last Supper – “Lord you shall never wash my feet”
Jesus’ mention that one of them would betray him: - “If all else 
betray you, I will never betray you”
Gethsemane: - Jesus “Simon, are you asleep?  Have you not the 
strength to stay awake one hour?”
Palace of the High Priest: - “Aren’t you one of his Disciples?” – “No, I 
am not “– and at once the cock crowed.
The process of Simon Peters’ painful life journey from his natural, 
earthly identity (symbolized by the repeated reference to his 
earthly name (Simon), to his divine, spiritual eternal destiny 
(symbolized by the name given him by Jesus – (Peter the Rock), is 
a mirror or template for all of us in out daily struggle to realize our 
unique personal spiritual identity and destiny in Christ.
I now strongly believe that our Peter, Peter Camilleri, has 
exemplified very well, the Christian commitment and leadership 
that he was called to when he first presented himself as a candidate 
for the position of principal of Holy Spirit Community School.
Peter, we are all extremely grateful to God that you did come 
forward, and have continued to renew your commitment to this 
vital position in our community now amounting to 17 years!
I believe that it has been clear to everyone who has got to know 
you during this this time, that being Principal was not just a job for 
you – rather, it was obvious to all that your “HEART”  was fully and 
totally, personally engaged in all the activities and responsibilities 
involved in being Principal of Holy Spirit.
And, not just your heart – but also, your wholeself in all that your 
position entailed.
Not because you enjoyed, in any sense, the power, prestige 
or authority of your role, but only because you were totally 
committed to the service of others – 
Your fellow teaching and administrative staff,  ,the children and 
their parents.
You have never been afraid to get your hands dirty or do the most 
menial of tasks.
You were at the forefront of school Working Bees, or manning the 
crossing; greeting children and parents morning and afternoons.
You regularly spent many extra hours at school day and night, way 
beyond the call of duty.
You have attended countless Liturgical celebrations and Masses for 
Children’s First Communions, Reconciliations and Confirmations.
We are grateful to God and to you for your faithfulness to your 
calling to serve the community of Holy Spirit Parish Community 
School as Principal for the past seventeen years.
You have made an outstanding contribution to the life of our 
community.
We wish you well. We will never forget you.
Fr Alan Mithen
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Dear Holy Spirit Community,

I would like to send to each and everyone of you my 
heartfelt thanks for your kind words, messages, gifts 
and support since I announced I would be taking LSL 
then retiring from Holy Spirit and Catholic Education. 
As I have said previously  my decision was difficult 
to make as I knew I was leaving a wonderful and 
unique community.
My farewell assembly, passing out parade, and last 
Sunday afternoon’s farewell mass will be entrenched 
in my memory for years to come. I really appreciate 
the efforts people went to with each of these events 
in particular the farewell mass. The mass was a 
wonderful celebration of our community and I felt 
very humbled but incredibly grateful for it all.
It would be wrong of me to attempt to name those 
involved with the mass organising as I was kept in 
the dark but those who did all the work know I really 
appreciate what they did for me.
I would also like to thank all who contributed to the 
gifts presented to me , each gift will be treasured.
In case you were not aware I was given
1)  a voucher from the Parish for a stay at the Ocean 

View Cottage, Kilcunda. 
2)  the Uniform Shop presented a framed 2016 Yr. 6 

jumper as a memory of my last year at Holy Spirit.
3)  8 Riedel wine glasses. Trust me they will be put to 

very good use!
4)  Jimmy Stynes( Melbourne Football Club legend) 

memorabilia plus 4 tickets to this coming Sunday’s 
game against Collingwood.

5)  $1,000 gift voucher to purchase a set of golf clubs. 
It is one of my ambitions to improve from being 
the world’s worst golfer. I am sure the clubs will 
help me with this ambition.

6)  A beautiful water feature to be installed in our 
garden at home. When we had the garden built, 
one thing we always regretted was not having a 
water feature, this situation is now rectified. One 
of the good things is, is that if we ever move the 
feature comes with us.

Once again my thanks to all, particularly those who 
have worked hard with my farewells.

Take care everyone.
Peter

Detonating dynamite can be compared to one facet of being a religious 
today. Your gift may be lighting the fuse, holding the stick steady, seeing 
to its careful storage. But together, we can seek to make the gospel 
something that destabilizes our fears and calls us to new intimacy with 
God and neighbour, writes Pallottine Brother Lindsay Rust.
Detonating dynamite is a constructive job which can be compared to 
one facet of being a religious today.
If you work with someone who actually uses dynamite you will see it is 
not simply a destructive thing isolated in itself, but a step in the process 
of “pulling down and (for another sometimes) of building up” - holding 
a prophetic echo. The dynamite is carefully placed often to clear the 
ground for deeper excavation, foundations and building.
This is at the very heart of being a religious, though some will have a 
particular gift for excavation and re-building, Each shows a face of 
religious identity. Pallotti himself was prophet and thorn in the Church 
of his day. The thorn was healed largely during Vatican II where his 
insight into the equal dignity of all vocations was proclaimed and 
prophetic because some of his more radical ideas still remain unrealized 
today.
Pallottines - priests and brothers - in Australia, work in equal 
collaboration with laity, many of whom take on key roles of leadership 
in partnership for ministry.
Pallotti College in Millgrove is one major example of worldwide 
volunteers, working under the leadership of lay managers. For decades, 
young German volunteers also courageously worked with indigenous 
in Western Australia and, through an international Pallottine program, 
continue working in Millgrove.
Whether in hospitality, spirituality, parishes or chaplaincies you see the 
Pallottine family widely represented. In outreach sometimes we work in 
collaboration with others where they already recognize a universal self-
worth. Indeed, working with others was emblematic of Pallotti’s work.
Your gift may be lighting the fuse, holding the stick steady, seeing to its 
careful storage. But together, sharing many gifts, we can, through grace 
and prayer, seek to make the gospel ever something that destabilizes 
our fears and calls us to new intimacy with God and neighbour.
The original version of this article by Br Lindsay Rust sac was first published 
in the October 2014 issue of Catholic Life, the official newsletter of the 
Catholic Diocese of Sale.
Read more about the Society of Catholic Apostolate also known as Pallotine 
Brothers and Fathers in Australia.
Follow the Australian Pallottines on Facebook. 
Find out more about Pallotti College, a retreat, conference and holiday 
centre.
We gratefully acknowledge Br Lindsay Rust SAC for allowing us to reprint 
this article.

Pallottines seek 
to light fuse
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Some Relationship Advice 
From Pope Francis

Pope Francis blesses a newlywed couple 
during his weekly audience in the Paul VI 

hall in Vatican City on Aug. 12, 2015.

On Friday, Pope Francis released a 256-page 
document called “Amoris Laetitia,” or “The Joy 
of Love.” In it, he calls for the Catholic Church 
to approach issues of sex, marriage, family 
planning and divorce with less emphasis on 
dogmatic law and more emphasis on individual 
conscience.
While the post-synodal apostolic exhortation 
doesn’t directly alter any church doctrine, its 
shift in tone is significant for Catholic families 
around the world.
But even if you’re not Catholic, you might find 
some inspiration in the document. Because in 
addition to addressing questions of pastoral 
care, Francis muses on sex, communication, 
commitment and love in general — and for a 
79-year-old man who has taken a lifelong vow 
of celibacy, the pontiff has some pretty solid 
relationship tips:
Make Time For One Another, Even If You’re 
Busy
“Love needs time and space; everything else is 
secondary. Time is needed to talk things over, 
to embrace leisurely, to share plans, to listen 
to one other and gaze in each other’s eyes, to 
appreciate one another and to build a stronger 
relationship. Sometimes the frenetic pace of 
our society and the pressures of the workplace 
create problems. At other times, the problem 
is the lack of quality time together, sharing 
the same room without one even noticing the 
other.”
Often the other spouse does not need a 
solution to his or her problems, but simply to 
be heard.
Sometimes, Just Listen
“Instead of offering an opinion or advice, we 
need to be sure that we have heard everything 
the other person has to say. ... Often the other 
spouse does not need a solution to his or her 
problems, but simply to be heard, to feel that 
someone has acknowledged their pain, their 
disappointment, their fear, their anger, their 
hopes and their dreams.”
Accept Your Partner’s Shortcomings
“It does not matter if they hold me back, if they 
unsettle my plans, or annoy me by the way they 
act or think, or if they are not everything I want 
them to be. Love always has an aspect of deep 
compassion that leads to accepting the other 
person as part of this world, even when he or 
she acts differently than I would like.”
... And Be Generous With Their Imperfections
“We have to realize that all of us are a complex 
mixture of light and shadows. The other person 
is much more than the sum of the little things 
that annoy me. Love does not have to be 
perfect for us to value it. The other person loves 
me as best they can, with all their limits, but the 

fact that love is imperfect does not mean that it 
is untrue or unreal.”
Never Go To Bed Angry: Hugs Can Help
“My advice is never to let the day end without 
making peace in the family,” Francis writes, 
then quotes himself from 2015: “And how am 
I going to make peace? By getting down on 
my knees? No! Just by a small gesture, a little 
something, and harmony within your family 
will be restored. Just a little caress, no words are 
necessary.”
Try To Find Your Partner Beautiful And 
Lovable... Even When They Make It Hard
“Loving another person involves the joy of 
contemplating and appreciating their innate 
beauty and sacredness, which is greater than 
my needs. This enables me to seek their good 
even when they cannot belong to me, or when 
they are no longer physically appealing but 
intrusive and annoying.”
Don’t Hold Grudges
“Irritableness or resentment is a violent reaction 
within, a hidden irritation that sets us on edge 
where others are concerned, as if they were 
troublesome or threatening and thus to be 
avoided. To nurture such interior hostility helps 
no one. It only causes hurt and alienation.”
Say Please, Thank You And Sorry
Francis quotes a speech he gave in 2013: “Three 
words need to be used. I want to repeat this! 
Three words: ‘Please’, ‘Thank you’, ‘Sorry’. Three 
essential words!”
“Let us not be stingy about using these words, 
but keep repeating them, day after day.”
Trust Is Key
“This goes beyond simply presuming that the 
other is not lying or cheating. It means we 
do not have to control the other person, to 
follow their every step lest they escape our 
grip. Love trusts, it sets free, it does not try to 
control, possess and dominate everything. 
This freedom, which fosters independence, 
an openness to the world around us and to 
new experiences, can only enrich and expand 
relationships.”
Remember: Love Takes Work
“It is not helpful to dream of an idyllic and 
perfect love needing no stimulus to grow. A 
celestial notion of earthly love forgets that the 
best is yet to come, that fine wine matures with 
age. ... It is much healthier to be realistic about 
our limits, defects and imperfections, and to 
respond to the call to grow together, to bring 
love to maturity and to strengthen the union, 
come what may.”
When You Argue, Acknowledge Your 
Partner’s Perspective
“Never downplay what they say or think, even if 

you need to express your own point of view. ... 
We ought to be able to acknowledge the other 
person’s truth, the value of his or her deepest 
concerns, and what it is that they are trying to 
communicate, however aggressively.”
Aim To Disagree Without Being Hurtful
“Making a point should never involve venting 
anger and inflicting hurt. A patronizing tone 
only serves to hurt, ridicule, accuse and offend 
others. Many disagreements between couples 
are not about important things. Mostly they 
are about trivial matters. What alters the mood, 
however, is the way things are said or the 
attitude with which they are said.”
Think Thoughts, Read Books: It’s Important 
To Be Interesting.
“For a worthwhile dialogue we have to have 
something to say. This can only be the fruit 
of an interior richness nourished by reading, 
personal reflection, prayer and openness to 
the world around us. Otherwise, conversations 
become boring and trivial. When neither of the 
spouses works at this, and has little real contact 
with other people, family life becomes stifling 
and dialogue impoverished.”
And Do Try To Have Good Sex. If Nothing 
Else, It Makes Life Seem OK For At Least A 
Moment
“God himself created sexuality, which is a 
marvellous gift to his creatures,” Francis writes.
Sex should never be pursued for just one 
person’s pleasure, or in a way that treats your 
partner as “an object to be used,” Francis writes, 
and should always involve freely given consent.
And — a point he makes several times — 
mutual pleasure.
Sexuality is “meant to aid the fulfillment of the 
other,” he writes, but “personal satisfaction” 
is involved as well — not just self-sacrificing 
service to your partner’s needs.
“As a passion sublimated by a love respectful 
of the dignity of the other, it becomes a ‘pure, 
unadulterated affirmation’ revealing the 
marvels of which the human heart is capable. 
In this way, even momentarily, we can feel that 
‘life has turned out good and happy,’ “ he says, 
quoting the German philosopher Josef Pieper.

Camilla Domonoske
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Celebration of 
the Sacrament 
of Confirmation

Coinciding with the Feast of Pentecost, Holy Spirit Parish 
celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation. This marked 
the end of a special time in the lives of our Confirmation 
Candidates.  Their preparation involved the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, the Rite of Forgiveness and a reflective day of 
prayer and community at Holy Cross Passionist Centre.  

On Saturday 14 May and Sunday 15 May, celebrating with 
Bishop Mark Edwards and Fr Joe, the Candidates celebrated 
the Sacrament.  With the support of their families and Holy 
Spirit Parish this marked a significant step in their faith 
journey.  

At the celebration of baptism these children received the 
Holy Spirit which has guided them through their lives.  Now 
that they are confirmed and sealed with the Holy Spirit they 
are fully initiated Catholics.  They will continue to use these 
strengths they have received through the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit in their future lives.

Michelle Worcester
Religious Education Leader

“Our prime purpose in this life is 
to help others.

 And if you can’t help them, at least 
don’t hurt them.”

Dalai Lama
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The golden moon floated above the Bismarck Sea, its surface black 
and laced with flickering silver stripes. The air was sweet with the smell 
of the jungle that stood behind the beach and climbed in tangled 
chaos to the ridges beyond. The private’s gaze spanned across the 
dark blue vista and he contemplated the beautiful tropical scene 
before him. The moonlight has such an omnipotent presence that 
he could easily see the surf gently caressing the sand two hundred 
yards distant. Tantalising his senses further was the gentle drum of 
the surf seemingly orchestrating the swooping bats that pursued the 
millions of flying insects that buzzed above his head. Occasionally 
the peace was torn by the screeching of flying foxes fighting in their 
treetop roosts a mile up the ridge.
He was in a trench that was 50 yards in elevation above the beach. 
He and his companions, B company, had put it there a week before 
and now with his platoon he was into his fifth night of guarding 
the approach along the beach that skirted the headland. Directly 
in front of his position was a thin strip of sharply descending 
jungle vegetation that merged on the flat ground covered in Kunai 
grass that was more than nine feet tall. This grass lined a shallow 
depression through which flowed a small stream of crystal clear 
water than melted into the sea. During the dry it was only two feet 
deep and twenty yards wide. Of recent times during the wet season it 
had swollen into a rushing brown torrent at least one hundred yards 
wide and six feet deep, but now at the end of the wet season it had 
subsided to half that size.
How can this paradise be hell on earth? I am exhausted and had enough 
of this bloody war. I have been on this peninsula for over four hundred 
days and I’m done for.
The year of 1944 seemed a lifetime past 1941 when he and his mates 
joined the Citizen Militia - the “South Gippsland Regiment” - the 22nd 
Battalion. It was such a lark, something to do and a grand adventure. 
When he joined at the age of eighteen he was indestructible - six foot 
three and fourteen stone with fair complexion and a mass of golden 
red curls atop a broad smiling face and he was an athlete to boot! 
There was no thought of adverse experience and he had cause to 
reflect on this. He was a spitting image of his father who at the same 
age some twenty five years previous had joined the AIF and gone 
to France. There his father fought on the western front and suffered. 
Shelled relentlessly he stood his ground until half his lungs were 
dissolved with mustard gas. He returned to Australia a completely 
shattered man - permanently disabled and to die prematurely. The 
private barely knew his father and it never occurred to him that 
something similar might happen to him.
The 22nd Battalion was initially based at Leongatha, hence its name 
but before the end of 1941 it relocated to Bonegilla. There started 
the exercises and training which he enjoyed and did well at. In March 
1942 with the Battalion at near full strength and with all its officers 
and equipment it repaired to Mt Gravatt Queensland. Now the pace 
quicken with intense training on weaponry, tactics, jungle fighting 
all bound tightly with army discipline. This phase was challenging 
and he learnt how to shoot, march and camp - above all - to kill the 
enemy. He reflected with irony the stark contrasts of the training 
period in Queensland to that of fighting the Japs in New Guinea.
Never had a problem, apart from tiredness and the odd strained muscle 
- quickly overcome with rest. No injuries to speak of and no illness except 
for sunburn. I gotta remember to keep covered or I burn like toast. As for 
fighting - best blue I have ever been in when we tangled with the yanks in 
the railyard. We taught those blighters a lesson - leave our women alone.
A year passed and now with the Battalion in battle trim preparations 
started for the relocation from Queensland to Milne Bay in Papua New 
Guinea. He had been selected for the advance unit and with some 

forty other officers and men moved into Milne Bay and prepared for 
the arrival of the rest of the Battalion. In the first week of March 1943 
the Battalion arrived and spent the next sixteen months amongst the 
Islands until July 1944.
On the 22 September 1943 the battalion left Milne Bay in force as part 
of the Fourth Brigade and by landing craft went to Lae. The Fourth 
Brigade was to protect “Red Beach” and support the Ninth Division 
in the Huon Peninsula campaign. The role of the 22nd Battalion was 
to advance from Lae, follow the coast and cross the mountains to 
Finschhafen, about 40 miles to the east driving out the Japs as they 
went.
Everything is exaggerated here. The jungle is so dense it is a wonder 
anyone can live here, Vines, trees, bushes, stinging nettles and then more 
vines and trees. The ground is never level and is steep - the hills seem 
to go on forever. No sooner than we got to the top of one then another 
came into sight. Every valley and gorge has a stream or river coursing 
it - and the water is cold.
When we were are Milne Bay our troubles started. The mozzies are 
relentless bringing that terrible sickness - malaria. It regularly disabled 
one in five and have I had my fair share. Struth, there were times when I 
thought I was going to die - and somehow didn’t.
The Battalion fought through the jungle, its first destination Hopoi, 
about halfway to Finschhafen. Between it and Lae there were at least 
five main river crossings cascading through precipitous mountain 
ranges. Before the advancing Battalion the retreating Japanese army 
fought a guerrilla style action.
I have seen so much rain, fifty inches in one month alone! The mud 
is everywhere making traversing the ridges and valleys exhausting 
and at times near impossible. There is a constant danger in slipping 
and tearing a muscle or falling during a creek crossing and breaking 
a bone. It is a shock how cold the water can get here. 
I cannot get dry, my clobber is constantly soaked and now dysentery has 
passed through us. Just getting halfway over I have spent half my time 
with my bare backside in a ditch wondering if a Jap was going to shoot 
me. And the Japs - tough blighters! They have shot at us through the 
jungle and we shot back but I am yet to see one. I did see some graves 
on the trackside but apart from some aircraft overhead and hearing the 
thumping of their big calibre “woodpeckers” I have not seen anything.
Then another attack of malaria, on top of dysentery was the final straw. 
Unable to stand and wishing I was dead I had to be carried. Thank God 
for the fuzzy wuzzys. They carried me into Hopoi and then along the 
coast to Finschhafen - I felt so ashamed that I could not carry on under 
my own steam but relieved to finally get out of the hills.
The Battalion arrived in Finschhafen in the first week of October 
1943 and established a base camp. From December to April 1944 
the Battalion patrolled the country behind Satellberg - about 8 miles 
north of Finschhafen and some 3 miles inland. Here Pte Derrick wrote 
himself into history with an amazing feat of bravery that earned him 
a VC. He was interviewed and filmed by the war correspondent’s Film 
Unit. The private and his best mate knew Derrick fairly well and had at 
times done guard duty with him. Pte Derrick was later killed in action. 
Struth Pte Derrick was something! I could never do what he did - grab a 
bag of grenades and go and literally blast the Japs off the ridge single 
handed. I was too scared to even move from cover. What allows a man to 
do such a brave thing - courage I suppose but maybe he was mad. Truly 
a man to be honoured and remembered.
From April 1944 to August 1944 the Battalion pushed onto Gusika, 
Lakona and Fortification Point, all along the coast north within 20 
miles of Finschhafen.

THE PRIVATE
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Here I am on the beach near Katika in a hole in the middle of the night, 
covering the return of the patrols with my mates. I have lost 3 stone 
and my body is covered in dermatitis and sores. My feet are still aching 
from the infected toes. Gee that condies crystals does a marvellous job! 
Despite its use the Doc still had to rip my toe nails out - and no pain 
killers!
“Hey Cammie - to your left by the stream - what is that moving?”
With the hair on my neck standing up I strain my eyes - yes something is 
moving. Wait - there is more than one - three! Not ours for sure as there 
has been no signals - now I can see them.
“Johnno - it is three pigs”
There was almost an audible sign of relief among the men.
“ Hey Corp - do you know how Ronnie is going?”
“He is sick as a dog in sick bay - and Cammie shut up and keep your mind 
on the job”
That’s it - me best mate is as sick as a dog and probably dying and I am 
too but who cares. Here I am with my rotten feet in a mud hole with 
malaria and dysentery and the Corp tells me to shut up. Will anyone 
remember me and know what I have done - what we have done. Have 
we saved Australia or not?!
In September 1944 the 22nd Battalion, 4th Brigade, Fifth Division 
returned to Australia. There, many of soldiers were discharged and 
replaced with fresh men before returning to Papua New Guinea.
On the 18th December 1944:
VX107924
Rifleman Private Herbert Laurence Camm
22nd Battalion
was discharged. He was in the Army for 1048 days and spent 553 
days fighting in Papua New Guinea. He rarely spoke about his war 
experiences and as late as 1965 still experienced attacks of malaria. 
He joined the RSL in the late 60’s and died in 1986.
I am looking down at my feet. Water has filled the hole and I can see my 
reflection in the pool around my feet. The moonlight reflects back at me 
- will anyone remember me?

We remember you.
Thank you to David Heath for this contribution.

From time to time people ask me if I know of any good 
Retreats?  A time to get away for a time of peace and 
reflection; a time to escape  or for whatever the individual 
reason may be.  
You may have noticed we often publish the annual retreat 
program offered by various entities to give our readers 
an idea of just what is available out there – and to offer 
choices that may suit your requirements – We do not 
recommend one over the other – just provide you with 
the information for you to follow up if required.

PALLOTTI COLLEGE RETREAT PROGRAM.
Opportunities for time away to enjoy the beautiful Yarra 
Valley in a peaceful and prayerful environment

WEEKENDS FOR THOSE INVOLVED:
Those involved in emerging Ministries – (Including new 
lay communities or small home gatherings)
AUGUST 19 – 21

THOSE ASSISTING REFUGEES
There are a growing number of generous people who 
volunteer to assist people seeking refuge and asylum.
SEPTEMBER 30 – OCTOBER 2

COME  AWAY AND REST AWHILE..
These weekends are informal and a chance to come 
away to a prayerful, beautiful place to relax and enjoy the 
company of others...
SEPTEMBER 9 – 11 & NOVEMBER 18 -20

Details: Contact Denis  0427 449434 
or deo.gratias@bigpond.com

THEMED RETREAT PROGRAMS – 
Discover the God who awaits you – A silent directed 
retreat – 
AUGUST 26 -28

SACRED PILGRIMAGE – Encountering God as we journey
OCTOBER 21 – 23

Lorraine 0402 217 123 
lorraine613@bigpond.com

LABYRINTH EXPERIENCE WITH BRONWYN PRIOR
Experience the power of labyrinth prayer and reflection – 
OCTOBER 2016 – Contact Pallotti College 5966 2585

Pallotti College 
80 McNamara’s Road Millgrove.
Website:  pallotticollege.com.au
Facebook: facebook.com/PallottiCollege

“Seek God in all things 
and always”

St Vincent Pallotti



34 JUNE 2016

ICE SKATING 

Sixth Sunday of Easter Year C
John 14. 23-29
23Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does 
not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 
but is from the Father who sent me. 25 ‘I have said these things 
to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate,* the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.  
27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, “I 
am going away, and I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you 
would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father 
is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, 
so that when it does occur, you may believe.
Reflection
“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” It’s a troubling world 
sometimes isn’t it? Today just as I came to write this my sister 
rang [as she does most days]. I asked her how she was and 
she answered, ‘not too good’. She has a fracture in her pelvis 
that is painful and limiting her mobility. Her husband has 
been in Darwin working on a consultancy for two weeks. She 
misses him. Her daughter is staying with her, which one might 
imagine would be a help, but she is there because she has 

left her husband. She worries for her daughter. My sister is a 
prayerful person. I know she says a prayer for me and my family 
every night. She is dutiful and has never forgotten my birthday, 
though I often forget hers [until Facebook!] But she is not in a 
good place. So what can I say to her? The introductory words 
of today’s text might offer some hope. I have been reading 
theology new to me on the perichoretic nature of the Trinity. 
Wow, what’s that? Well it’s a big Greek word for a simple idea; 
God is a verb not a noun! [Stop and think about that. In fact you 
can read no more if you like!].  God is not in a place, God is in a 
relationship. God is in an embrace with Godself. The Father, Son 
and Spirit are in an eternal dance of Love. I flipped channels on 
the weekend looking for footy and found ice skating – and I 
stopped. Here was amazing grace. Here was sheer beauty. Here 
was total trust. Beauty, Grace and Trust floating, not seeming 
to touch the ice or each other at times, yet in perfect unison. I 
stayed watching, although I don’t understand it or appreciate 
the finer points, I was enraptured. Maybe on the ice there is 
a dynamic metaphor for God and in that metaphor is Peace. 
Peace is not the absence of stress, or worry, or pain. Peace 
is not only a quiet space it can be dynamic too. Peace is the 
knowledge that we are in a good place, God’s place. We are 
enclosed in the same embrace that God is enclosed in. As the 
second sentence says; God has made God’s home in us, we 
need not be afraid. God’s verb is not an intransitive one it is 
a transitive verb. We are in God’s verb. God is carrying us in 
Godself. And like the beautiful young woman being hurled 
across the ice by her partner, all we have to do is trust.

Mike Bowden

 

 

 

 
 
 

JOURNEY THROUGH THE HOLY LAND  
plus JORDAN 

Nothing helps you feel more connected to the world around you than 
travelling. Join us on this 14 day faith-based vacation/pilgrimage with 

Edwina Mallia from Rheom Travel. 
Operated by Globus Depart Date:3 April 2017 

Call Cath Stone at Rheom Travel 9899 5366 or catherine@rheomtravel.com.au 

 Caesarea– Roman amphitheatre and the Crusader fortress 
 Megiddo&Muhraqa – Panoramic view of the Jezreel Valley 
 Cana – Visit the site of the first miracle 
 Nazareth – Church of the Annunciation & St. Joseph’s Church 
 Sea of Galilee– Enjoy a cruise 
 Mount of Beatitudes–  Where Jesus delivered his sermon 
 Tabgha –  Church of the Multiplication of Loaves  Fishes 
 And Church of St. Peter’s Primacy 
 Capernaum – Jordan River & Bet she’an 
 Ein Karem – Visit the Churches of St. John the Baptist & of the Visitation 
 Bethlehem – Visit the Church of the Nativity 
 Jerusalem – Walk in Jesus’ footsteps 
 Masada - The Dead Sea – Petra – Mount Nebo 
 13 Breakfasts, 12 Dinners 
 4* Centrally located hotels + Portage 
 Local English speaking guide 
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Having worked in closed organisational systems like Victoria 
Police and various government departments, I have often 
reflected on how and at what point organisations and their 
employees become comfortable with the belief that their ideas 
and attitudes are better informed than those of the general 
populous — and that their survival is more important.
Once comfortable with that idea — what’s next?
A very stark example of this are the recent court decisions 
relating to the Hillsborough Stadium disaster in 1989, where 
96 people were killed.
The Liverpool Football club song assures its supporters they’ll 
‘never walk alone’ though their ‘dreams be tossed and blown’.
The South Yorkshire Police motto is Justice with Courage.
After the Hillsborough disaster members of the South Yorkshire 
Police — some very senior — decided that blaming the victims 
and Liverpool football fans for the disaster and deaths, and 
harassing their families to secure their own personal and 
organisational safety, was the preferred path to take.
For 27 long years the parents, brothers and sisters of the 
deceased victims, the blameless, were forced to walk alone, 
and be subjected to attacks and harassment from the police, 
who actually were to blame, and who were employed to 
protect those who were fatally injured.

“Many such organisations pride themselves on what they 
see as their specific knowledge. They function with an 

unquestioning view of the world, holding their own truths 
to be self-evident.”

More recently, in Australia, the Royal Commission into 
Family Violence and the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse have asked of us as individuals 
and members of certain groups and organisations to try to 
understand how it is that we seemingly comfortably turn away 
from those in need of our help and protection.
A theory of group dynamics holds that all groups are formed 
for a stated and agreed primary purpose, to achieve a certain 
goal; but that it is not too long before the unstated purpose 
becomes the protection of the group itself, and the accepted 

behaviours within the group become those that ensure its 
survival.

It partly explains the disturbing situation where organisations 
such as police, religious groups, churches, schools and 
government departments who call into question the behaviour 
of others, demonstrate so little ability to critically reflect on 
their own motives and actions.

Many such closed organisations and environments pride 
themselves on what they see as their specific knowledge, 
being in control of their brief, and all singing from the same 
hymnal. They function with an unquestioning view of the 
world, holding their own truths to be self-evident. Expressing 
doubt is akin to treason, and whistleblower deterrence more 
often than not resembles communist re-education camps.

It was only a decade and a half ago that I asked a very senior 
policeman what the options were in dealing with a suspected 
outbreak of family violence involving a friend of mine. ‘I just 
hope she’s got a couple of big strong brothers,’ I was told. ‘That’s 
the only way to sort that out. Bloody women always withdraw 
their complaint after a few days — all that paperwork done for 
nothing.’

There was a frightening certainty around such a shallow 
and ill-considered response. It asked no questions, sought 
no answers, entertained no doubt, its only informant being 
narrow and limited policing experience.

In life we often place greater value on certainty than 
uncertainty. Uncertainty dwells in unchartered terrain with 
little comfort to be found anywhere. Certainty, however, is that 
oh so comfortable place where we are right.

It seems to me that when we know we are right, our horizons 
are limited, and there is little opportunity to grow individually 
or organisationally. It is in times of uncertainty and doubt that 
we are presented with the opportunity to question, to learn 
and to grow.

Learning how to unlearn that which makes us certain and 
then leave that space open for enquiry, uncertainty and both 
personal and organisational growth may be the beginning of 
the path that leads us away from turning away.

Kicking corruption in church and 
police ‘closed systems’

Paul Coghlan is a writer, a recovering Victorian Public Servant and author of When You Stop 
Laughing Go Home: Impressions of a Young Nation — Timor Leste 2010-2013.

Paul Coghlan  |  4 May 2016

We gratefully acknowledge Eureka Street for allowing us to reprint this article. 
Don’t forget www.eurekastreet.com.au for a good read.

A Victoria Police joke: ‘Why do police show their badges when they walk into a police station? So 
they don’t get treated like everyone else.’ Many a true word said in jest.
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Our History, 
Our Story, Our Future 
2016 is a year of commemoration and celebration for 
reconciliation in Australia – it is a year to build a platform for 
understanding our nation’s history, story, and future.
The year marks a quarter of a century since the establishment 
of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, 15 years since 
the establishment of Reconciliation Australia, and 10 very 
successful years of Reconciliation Australia’s Reconciliation 
Action Plan (RAP) program.
2016 is also a year to celebrate the future, with the launch of 
the inaugural State of Reconciliation in Australia report. The 
Report provides momentum to re-energise and re-mobilise 
the reconciliation movement into the next generation..
Throughout 2016 we ask all Australians to reflect on our 
national identity, and our relationship with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures, and to 
seek to understand and engage with reconciliation.
Over the course of the year there will be many opportunities 
to be part of the national reconciliation conversation – and we 
urge you to be part of it. Open up the discussion with your 
friends and family and find out about what we need to do to 
make change.
You can learn more and get involved through:
• Participating in National Reconciliation Week, 27 May – 3 

June
• Signing up to Reconciliation News
• Being part of our RAP community for workplaces
• Investigating the resources for schools and early learning 

services through our Narragunnawali program
• Liking us on Facebook and following us on Twitter
• Checking out Share our Pride and becoming more aware 

and knowledgeable about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander cultures in Australia

• Joining the Recognise campaign.

The theme of National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 2016 is Our History, Our Story, Our Future.
This theme asks all Australians to reflect on our national identity, and the place of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, 
cultures and rights in our nation’s story.
It is a call to action for each and every one of us—a call to make reconciliation part of our own lives and our own stories. 
‘Our History’ reminds us all that historical acceptance is essential to our reconciliation journey.
‘Our Story’ reflects that the journey towards reconciliation forms a significant part of Australia’s story. 
‘Our Future’ reinforces that reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward.

10 SEPTEMBER 2013

We offer our condolences 
to all those in our community 
who have experienced the loss 

of a loved one. 

May it comfort you to know 
your community holds you in 

their prayers and hearts.

 

A Blessing
Who amongst us hasn’t had to agonise over this 
most difficult of decisions, then wondered for 

days (or more) later, 
What if…? 

If if should be…

If it be that I grow frail and weak,
And pain should wake me from my sleep,

Then you must do what must be done,
For this last battle can’t be won.

You will be sad -- I understand,
Don’t let your grief then stay your hand.

For this day, more than all the rest,
Your love and friendship stand the test.

We’ve had so many happy years,
What is to come will hold no fears,
You’d not want me to suffer ... so

When the time comes, please let me go.

Take me where all my needs they’ll tend,
BUT STAY WITH ME UNTIL THE END.

And hold me firm and speak to me
Until my eyes no longer see.

I know in time you too will see
It is a kindness you do to me.

Although my tail its last has waved,
From pain and suffering I’ve been saved.

Do not grieve that it should be you
Who must decide this thing to do.

We’ve been so close -- we two -- these years,
Don’t let your heart hold any tears.

Anon.
contributed by Gail Gaine

Grandparents’  
Answering Machine Message

Good morning…At present we are not at home, but please 
leave your message after you hear the beep.
beeeeeppp…
If you are one of our children, dial 1 and then select the 
option from 1 to 5 in order of “birth date” so we know who 
it is.
If you need us to stay with the children, press 2
If you want to borrow the car, press 3
If you want us to wash your clothes and do ironing, press 
4
If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, press 5
If you want us to pick up the kids at school, press 6
If you want us to prepare a meal for Sunday or to have it 
delivered to your home, press 7
If you want to come to eat here, press 8
If you need money, press 9
If you are going to invite us to dinner or take us to the 
theatre, start talking…we are listening!!!!!!!!!!

Ann Gysbert 70 years, Pauline Bushell 90 years.

Shirley, Mary, Teresa, Val

Dina, Ann, Cathie

Sirley O’Brien 90 years
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 Key Events in Australia’s Reconciliation History
1932  William Cooper establishes the Australian Aborigines’ League. During the 1930s, Mr Cooper and other leaders of the Aborigines 

Progressive Association gathered 1,814 signatures on a petition calling on Prime Minister Joseph Lyons and King George VI to 
intervene “for the preservation of our race from extinction and to grant representation to our race in the Federal Parliament”.

1938  The Aborigines Progressive Association and the Australian Aborigines’ League declare 26 January a day of mourning for 
Aboriginal people.

1963  Yolngu leaders present the Yirrkala bark petitions to the Australian Parliament, protesting against the seizure of more than 
300 square kilometres of Aboriginal land in Arnhem Land for mining.

1965  University of Sydney students, including Charlie Perkins, launch the Freedom Rides, travelling around NSW by bus to draw 
attention to discrimination against Aboriginal people.

1966  Aboriginal stockmen and their families stage the Wave Hill station ‘walk-off’ to protest against poor working conditions. The 
Gurindji peoples’ struggle later develops into Australia’s first successful Aboriginal land claim.

1967  In a national referendum, 90.77 per cent of Australians vote ‘yes’ to give the Commonwealth Government the power to 
legislate for Aboriginal people and to include Aboriginal people in the Census.

1971  The Gove land rights case, while denying recognition of native title, sets the intellectual framework for recognising land 
rights. Neville Thomas Bonner becomes the first Aboriginal parliamentarian following his election as Senator for Queensland.

1972  The Aboriginal Tent Embassy is established.The Department of Aboriginal Affairs is established.
1973  The Woodward Royal Commission into Aboriginal Land Rights is established, paving the way for the Aboriginal Land Rights 

Act in the Northern Territory.
1975  Australian Parliament passes the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth).
1976  Australian Parliament passes the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 (Cth), leading to the establishment of 

Land Rights legislation in most Australian states in the 1970s and 1980s.
1988  The Barunga Statement calling for self-management and land rights is presented to Prime Minister Bob Hawke, who indicates 

his support for a treaty.
1990  The Australian Government establishes the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC). Dr Lowitja O’Donoghue 

AC, CBE, DSG is the first chairperson.
1991  The report of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody is tabled.
 The Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation (CAR) is established. Professor Patrick Dodson is appointed inaugural chairperson.
1992  The High Court recognises native title in the landmark case Mabo v Queensland (No. 2) (1992).Prime Minister Paul Keating 

delivers the ‘Redfern Speech’ recognising the history of dispossession, violence and forced removal of Aboriginal children. The 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner position is created. Professor Mick Dodson AM is appointed 
to the position.

1993  Australian Parliament passes the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).The first Week of Prayer for Reconciliation is held, which later 
becomes National Reconciliation Week.

1995  The Australian Government officially recognises the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags.
1996  The first National Reconciliation Week is celebrated. The full High Court hands down its decision in Wik Peoples v Queensland 

(the ‘Wik decision’), in which it determines that pastoral leases do not extinguish native title.
1997  The National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children from their Families releases the 

Bringing them home report. The Australian Reconciliation Convention is held in Melbourne.
1998  The Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) is amended based on Prime Minister John Howard’s 10-point plan.
2000  The CAR delivers its final report to Prime Minister John Howard and the Australian Parliament at Corroboree 2000. Bridge 

walks are held across Australia. Reconciliation Australia is established.
2004  ATSIC is abolished.
2006  The Close the Gap campaign for Indigenous health equality is developed following the release of the Social Justice Report 

2005. Reconciliation Australia’s Reconciliation Action Plan program begins.
2007  The Northern Territory Emergency Response begins. The Council of Australian Governments (COAG) commits to ‘closing the 

gap’ in life expectancy between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.
2008  Prime Minister Kevin Rudd delivers the Apology to the Stolen Generations. COAG commits $4.6 billion towards Closing the 

Gap on Indigenous Disadvantage for projects in health, housing, early childhood development, economic participation and 
remote service delivery.

2009  Australia indicates its support for the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
2010  The National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples is established.
2011  The Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples leads wide-ranging public 

consultations and delivers its findings in January 2012.
2012  The campaign to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the Constitution begins.
2013  The Australian Parliament passes the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples Recognition Act 2013 to maintain 

momentum towards a referendum.
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David Heath
Family background:
I was born in Adelaide but early in life we 
moved to and grew up in the Latrobe Valley.  
My family lived in Yallourn and then Moe 
where I was very active in sports playing 
football, cricket and table tennis.  I married 
Dianne and we had 3 children.  During this 
time  I worked for the SECV and later we 
moved to Sale where I worked for Esso. In 
1987 we moved to Lilydale and later in 1991 
to Ringwood where we currently live. 
Why I am involved in SVDP: I believe that 
to adequately follow Jesus my life of prayer 
and adoration must be complemented 
with meaningful acts of compassion and 
sacrifice. “Love thy neighbour as yourself” 
requires engagement with the poor and 
disadvantaged of our community. My 
experience throughout my life reminds me 
that my own personal situation is a matter 
of grace.  Our community includes many 
who by the circumstances of their birth, or 
by misfortune beyond their control are not 
as fortunate as others.  It is these people that 
through the activities of SVDP I am honoured 
to serve. Riches and fame are ephemeral 
and of this world whereas the work of SVDP 
stores wealth in heaven.
An experience of SVDP: Every visit I have 
been involved in leads me into a meeting 
with Christ. Sometimes I am confronted and 
annoyed - on other occassions I am humbled 
- invariably I am reminded of my own 
situation and thankful for it.  When we help 
others on behalf of the community there is 
an indescribable sense of awareness of the 
presence of our Lord.  The reaction from the 
ordinary clothes, the fractured smiling face, 
the missing teeth and sometimes tattooed 
countenance give rise to an internal sense of 
fulfilment and joy that comes from no other 
experience. 

St Vincent de Paul’s Profiles

Maria Mason
Maria was born in Italy. Her father migrated 
to Australia on his own to work and save 
enough to bring out his wife and children in 
1967.
First settled in Coburg then moved to 
Brunswick. 
Maria has 4 children and 9 grand children 
Joined Vinnies in North Ringwood  5 years 
ago after being invited by Laurel Wheatley.
Maria also belongs to The Evergreens and has 
just been recognized with 10 years service 
with Meals on Wheels.

John de Vos
Migrated to Australia in early 1950’s, Have 
been a member of Holy Spirit parish for 
31 years, married with two adult children 
(attended Sion and Whitefriars), introduced 
to SVDP by Gerrit Buntsma and Jeff 
Schobben, I am extremely fortunate to be 
associated with dedicated and conscientious 
members. Generous Parish community 
support is greatly appreciated.

Willy Van Ravesteijn
I was born in the Netherlands, Rotterdam. 
The third child  in a family of four. I met my 
husband John, when we attended the same 
dancing classes. We got married when I was 
21 and spent the first two years in Amsterdam. 
We enjoyed those years very much, exploring 
Amsterdam on our bikes. We then moved to a 
suburb of The Hague, where our 2 daughters 
were born. John did some more studies and 
at the end of that, we decided to migrate to 
Australia. In June this year we will have been 
in Australia for 50 years and never regretted 
that decision. Our third daughter was born in 
Mitcham.
When John retired and we moved to a smaller 
house, I decided, that i had time to do some 
more voluntary work. I started delivering 
Meals on Wheels about 30 years ago (1 day/
week) but felt I wanted to help people lesser 
off then we were. I had always admired the 
Vincentians and decided to join them. I have 
not regretted that. The  North  Ringwood 
conference members are a great group of 
people, who do a lot of work for. 
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Laurel Wheatley
In 1986 I completed the First rites and 
became a Catholic. Father Mogg told me 
that I had to choose a social justice group to 
join so I would be an active member of our 
Holy Spirit parish community. He gave me 
two options and the one group I chose was 
St Vincent De Paul, who I had never heard of.  
What an amazing man, I was so in awe of the 
members of St Vincent De Paul and the work 
that they did in our area that thirty years 
later I’m still loving it and very involved. My 
husband Barry and myself have four children 
and four grandchildren that also keep us very 
busy  along with being a member of two golf 
clubs at Ringwood and quilting group.

Peter Allen
Migrated to Australia in early 1950’s, Have 
been a member of Holy Spirit parish for 
31 years, married with two adult children 
(attended Sion and Whitefriars), introduced 
to SVDP by Gerrit Buntsma and Jeff 
Schobben, I am extremely fortunate to be 
associated with dedicated and conscientious 
members. Generous Parish community 
support is greatly appreciated.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
CHRISTIANS

The Maroondah Fellowship of Churches
Affirming, Informing, Motivating, Supporting

Christians, Churches and the Community

Dear Marilyn,
Thank you so much for the support that you gave to the Pentecost celebration last 
Sunday. Your accompaniments were so helpful and the choir numbers, Abide, O Spirit of 
Life and The Spirit Song were wonderful contributions to the afternoon.
We were really blessed by the participation of the choir, Father Jo’s message, the support 
given by the church especially Jenny Philp and also the catering team.
 
Ian Southwell, Lieut-Colonel
President
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Part 1 Introduction
The Apocalyptic style of writing was common in Jewish literature from 
about 200 B.C.E. to100 C.E. It consisted of a story in which beings from 
another world revealed things to a human.
Revelation is also prophetic in the sense that it speaks for God. 
Salvation is a prominent theme in this work.
There has been much debate about the identity of the author since 
the early centuries. “Today it is widely accepted, or at least seriously 
argued, that any linkage of Revelation with the Fourth Gospel is, at 
best, tenuous. Indeed the letter format and the Asian provenance of 
John’s work would suggest some Pauline association. The best we 
may claim is that the author of Revelation is an otherwise unknown 
Christian prophet, likely an itinerant prophet, and, probably, a 
Palestinian by birth.” (Wilfrid J.Harrington O.P. Revelation in the Sacra 
Pagina series, 1993)
The most notable of the other apocalyptic writings is the book of 
Daniel.
The author identifies himself as John in the opening verse (1:1) He 
was obviously very well versed in the Old Testament even though he 
never quoted from it verbatim. Harrington says, “He displays a dazzling 
mastery of the Bible.” (p.6) 
The book was written about 90-95 C.E. in the reign of Domitian (81-96 
C.E.). Domitian has been portrayed as tyrannical but evidence suggests 
he was not as bad as supposed.
“Our evidence strongly suggests that Christians, on the whole, lived 
peacefully in Asia. … What does emerge, unmistakably, is John’s 
unequivocally negative attitude to the Roman empire and to the Asian 
society that reflected the values of the Empire.” (Harrington, p 10) 
However, John didn’t see things this way. “In his view, Christians were 
pitted unyieldingly against the evil empire.” (Harrington p 10) 
The influence of Paul is indicated by the letter form and familiarity with 
Asia Minor, but John has a harsher view of Rome than Paul and his 
associates. The author of 1 Timothy recommended prayers “for kings 
and all in high position, that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life.” 
(2:2)
Not so for John who saw the power of Rome as totally demonic and 
there could be no half-measures.
“More than that, he strove to stress, in a wholly unambiguous manner, 
the fatal fragility of the empire despite its appearance of invincibility. It 
carried within itself the seed of its own destruction,” (Harrington, p 13)
What the book is not! Revelation does not predict the future of the 
church or the world as many fundamentalist Christians understand 
today. “It is this interpretation that has become so pervasive among 
media ‘evangelists’ and the purveyors of pop-eschatological literature.” 
(Harrington, p15) 
We must totally reject the idea that the book is talking about the war 
in Afghanistan or Iraq or the atomic bomb.John is writing about the 
world in his day, not the future.
However, the work has a message for all time - the conflict between 
good and evil, and that good prevails over evil.
THE TEXT
This commentary must be read along with the text of Revelation.
CHAPTER 1
1:1-3 Revelation begins with a prologue, then the author names 
himself as John. He will reveal God’s plan in Christ and will prepare the 
Christian communities for a coming crisis. Note that the revelation is to 
be read aloud indicating it is part of the liturgy.

1:8  John’s opening is like Paul’s, wishing grace and peace from 
Christ who is given various titles:existing for all time, the faithful 
witness and ruler of all who redeemed us from sin, the beginning and 
end.
These are very comforting words for those facing persecution.
1:9-20 John gives the location of his vision as the small, barren island 
of Patmos off the south-west coast of Asia Minor. His vision emanated 
from the Spirit; he hears a voice behind him, turns and sees one like 
the Son of Man. This phrase is first found in Daniel and used by Jesus to 
refer to himself. He describes the brilliant appearance and magnificent 
clothing of Christ.
John collapses but Christ tells John not to be afraid and explains that 
the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches and the seven 
lamp stands are the seven churches.
Message to the Seven Churches
The reader will notice there is a similar pattern for all the messages.
Chapter 2
2:1-7 The message to Ephesus. 
“Ephesus … was the greatest city of the province of Asia. In Roman 
times it was populous, privileged and wealthy, the chief port and 
market city of Asia.” (Harrington, p.56)Christ, speaking through John, 
first commends the people of Ephesus for having detected the false 
prophets and dealing with them.
But then they are reprimanded for having abandoned the love they 
first had. They are asked to repent and threatened if they do not. They 
are congratulated for hating the Nicolaitans, spiritual descendants of 
the deacon Nicolas of Antioch, about whom we know very little, but 
they must have been heretical.
2:8-11 The message to Smyrna. 
Smyrna was thirty five miles north of Ephesus and prosperous. It had 
a large population of Jews who had “special, imperially acknowledged 
privileges and Judaism was officially recognised by the state.” 
(Harrington, p59) At first the mainly Jewish Christians claimed the 
same privileges but as more Gentiles joined, this group became less 
Jewish. This brought about hostility between the two groups, both of 
whom claimed to be the true Jews. 
The people of Smyrna are warned they may be imprisoned and put to 
death but they will receive the crown of life and will not be harmed 
by the second death.“The second death identified with the lake of 
fire in 20:14 and 21:8 … means annihilation … exclusion from the 
resurrection. They will remain in the grave.” (Harrington, p.60)
2:12-17   Message to Pergamum.
Pergamum was forty miles north of Smyrna and may have been 
the administrative centre of the province of Asia. “Pergamum was a 
renowned religious centre, at earlier times notable for the cults of Zeus 
and of Asclepius the God of healing. But John may perhaps be more 
concerned with the city as a centre of emperor-worship.” (Harrington 
p.62)
The Christians of Pergamum were under pressure - one of their number, 
Antipas was killed - but they remained faithful. Christcondemns the 
people who followBalaam (Numbers 31:16) who seduced the Israelites. 
These followers eat food sacrificed to idols and practice fornication 
(a word used in the Bible for idolatry). He also condemnsthose who 
follow the Nicolaitans and says he will make war against them with the 
sword of his mouth. The white stone may be a pledge of divine favour, 
the reward of faithfulness, and the new name means a new life.
The commentary continues in the next issue of The Spirit.

Fr Frank O’Dea

The Book of Revelation or Apocalypse



I have just completed five years in this parish but this is my 
sixth AGM.  An AGM is a way to inform is a way to inform you, 
the parishioners with very wide brush-strokes of our parish 
pastoral activities.  Also it is a time to give a report of the past 
year as well as to look forward to the next year taking into 
consideration any suggestions or proposals brought by the 
parishioners.  However, it is almost fashionable to have AGM’s 
with only a hand-full of people with some well written reports 
and this is not restricted to parish AGM’s only.

The reports contained in the booklet provide a snapshot of 
many of the important initiatives and ongoing parish ministry 
that has taken place here over the last year.  We are a busy 
parish with many programs, some new and some old.  Over 
the last year we have worked hard to continue to welcome 
and to introduce the life of the parish to those who have not 
previously experienced it through our community outreach, 
special events and advertising.  One of the happiest examples 
of our welcoming culture over the past year was our Easter 
and Christmas celebrations.  We had a significant increase on 
participation compared to many previous years.  We are very 
grateful to all those who assisted with the various Easter and 
Christmas masses and events.  We welcomed Prep children 
and their families with the traditional sausage and sizzle on 1st 
March 2016 at 10.30 Mass.  Also we welcomed during the year 
many new members into our community.

We were blessed to have Bishop mark Edwards thrice in our 
parish in the last year.  The first visit was to spend some time 
together with me in prayer on Thursday 5th March.  Secondly 
he came over to confer the Sacrament of Confirmation and the 
third one was on the occasion of Opening the Year of Mercy on 
Sunday 29th November.  Thanks to his continuous shepherding 
and support extended to our parish family.  Our parish 
based and school supported sacramental programs run very 
effectively.  Last year we had 65 candidates for Confirmation.  
76 received their First Holy Communion.  We had 96 Baptisms 
of children and 2 adults were baptised through the RCIA 
program.  There were 13 funerals in all.

I would like to express my sincere thanks here to Michelle 
Sherriff who worked excellently in her role as the Coordinator 
of parish Religious Program.  Her dedication and above all her 
very presence in the parish meant a lot.  Also we welcome Ana 
Saro who has been appointed to coordinate the after school 
religious education program.

Our Primary School supports the students, through their faith 
formation and education in general, to be able to live their faith 
in everyday interactions.  Thanks to the principal and staff in 
realizing this through their hard work.  The Parish Council has 
been functioning well with the help of its dedicated members.  

They meet monthly and listen to the reports of different groups 
engaged in different pastoral ministries in out parish.  Thanks 
to the parish council particularly to Stan Fisher for his role as 
chairperson.  The Finance Committee, under the leadership of 
Silvio has looked after the matters pertaining to their field and 
I am grateful to them for their timely advice and action.  Our 
parish finances are sound though suffer from increasing annual 
costs and from reducing thanksgiving contributions.  We 
have sought the help of the Parish Development office in the 
Archdiocese to revamp the planned thanksgiving contribution 
from the year 2016.  We need to ensure financial stability for 
the future.  One tangible way of supporting the parish for 
many years to come would be for those of us who love Holy 
Spirit to leave a bequest in their Wills.  For example, if every 
member of the parish, who was able to do so, arranged for a 
sum of $5000 or so to be given from their estate to the parish 
after their death this would ensure the continuing growth of 
financial stability in the future.

I am privileged to minister with a gifted and enthusiastic parish 
Staff Team.  I would like to thank all of them for their great 
dedication and enormous efforts for the smooth running of 
Holy Spirit.

To end, I would like to express my sincere thanks to ALL 
COMMITTEES, VOLUNTEERS and INDIVIDUALS for their tireless 
efforts making Holy Spirit Parish community a very special 
place to be.  May our parish Patron, Holy Spirit, fill us with love 
and faith so that we grow as a parish into the body of Christ, 
with values of the Gospel.

Fr Joe Shibu PP
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“All major religious 
traditions carry basically 
the same message, that 
is love, compassion and 

forgiveness the important 
thing is they should be part 

of our daily lives. “

Dalai Lama
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
The role of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is to promote the Church’s 
mission to live and communicate the love and values of Christ in 
our world.  The PPC shares in the responsibility for the ongoing life 
and development of the faith community, working together with 
parishioners to provide support for their efforts to live as followers 
of Christ.
We are blessed by the fact that we have so many groups in our parish 
community – as evidenced in this annual report – that are involved 
in, and do tremendous work in the ongoing life and development of 
our community.  The PPC is most appreciative of the efforts of the few, 
but tireless volunteers who have produced great outcomes in the past 
twelve months across all the portfolios of:
Community and Hospitality – events that provide opportunity for 
fellowship and often requires/enhanced with the provision of food, 
drinks and fun activities.
Liturgy and Celebration – relates to all things liturgical including 
the special occasions of Holy Week, Easter, Christmas, Pentecost, the 
Sacraments etc.
Faith and Witness – involves provision of opportunities and programs 
to support faith formation and growth.
Service and Outreach – incorporates those activities specifically 
aimed and designed to provide a service within or beyond the parish 
for the individual or common good.
We commend the reports of each group to you.
I would now like to make particular mention of activities that are out 
of the ordinary and therefore deserve some mention.
Social Activities – last year the Parish ran its first social events for 
some years in the form of a Trivia Night which was very well received.  
This was followed by a dance in February 2016 which will be repeated 
again in 2017.  Thank you to the people who put those two fantastic 
activities together.
Carols – We are pleased to see the excellent outcome of the Carols 
with Spirit in December, put together by a group of school parents 
and others.  What a terrific way of getting our community together to 
celebrate the birth of Christ.I would like to acknowledge the excellent 
contribution of Peter Camilleri as Principal to the School and Parish 
and fermenting the relationship between the two.  Peter played a 
significant role on the PPC and, I believe, never missed a meeting in 
his 17 years at the school.  That is a feat in itself.  We wish Peter all the 
best in his new endeavours.
I must also acknowledge that we need more people involved in our 
various Parish Groups.
PPC Members have been involved in the following activities during 
2015:
•	 Continue	with	the	implementation	of	the	revised	Pastoral	Council	

Charter

•	 Assist	with	Foundation	Year	Welcome	Mass
•	 Assist	with	preparation	and	running	of	Sportspersons	mass
•	 Assist	with	Easter	Liturgies	and	Pentecost	Sunday	as	requested
•	 Winter	warmer’s	Mass
•	 Assist	with	Fete	activities	as	required
•	 Assist	with	Christmas	Liturgies	as	required	by	Liturgy	Team
•	 Continue	to	seek	members
•	 Assist	with	implementation	of	the	Stewardship	Program
•	 Attended	Year	of	Mercy	Seminar	conducted	by	Cathedral	personnel	

and assist with the implementation within the Parish.
In closing, I would like to thank Father Joe, the PPC, Parish House Staff, 
Parish group personnel and Parishioners for their valued contributions 
throughout the year.

Stan Fisher, Chairperson

COMMUNITY AND HOSPITALITY

LITTLE SPIRITS PLAYGROUP
Little Spirits Playgroup have been very busy in term 1 and so far in 
term 2. We have 13 children who has joined us this year, aged 4 years 
old to 6 months old. 
During term 1 for five weeks we had extra 5 children who are in Prep 
that joined us due to having a day off on Wednesdays. As soon as 
the Preppies left us, the little spirits were busy creating lots of crafty 
things such as decorating love hearts for Valentine’s Day, making four 
leaf clovers for St. Patrick’s Day, making Easter baskets and lots of 
colouring and drawing. We also celebrated Easter off site at McAlpine 
reserve where we had a picnic and an Easter Egg hunt. The Little 
Spirits also celebrated Mother’s Day where all the Mum’s were spoilt 
with morning tea of cupcakes, macarons and pink lemonade. Our big 
kids (Sienna, Paige and Isla) treated the mum’s with a hand massage 
and also a manicure. All the children also took home a little present 
for the mums which consisted of a photo frame with mum and child’s 
photo, a tea bag and a little chocolate. It was a very memorable day 
for all and not to mention a very relaxing playgroup session. We have 
also been celebrating the birthdays every month for all the mums and 
children which gives the children something to look forward to every 
month for an excuse to eat some cupcakes. 
Looking forward to many more fun activities with the Little Spirits 
children this year. 

Sharon Wolff, Little Spirits Playgroup Co-ordinator

HOLY SPIRIT FETE - No report forwarded

Parish Group Reports

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
26th MAY 2016

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH, RINGWOOD NORTH
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PARISH DINNERS
The Parish Dinners have been ongoing now for over 20years and even 
though they are a small event on the calendar, they are regarded as 
a great opportunity to meet other class parents and to speak with 
Father Jo and our school principal. This is also a great introduction to 
our Parish.
For the passed 13 years and more recently with the help of Megan 
Whitworth, I have proudly organised these dinners. This year we 
have said goodbye to Peter who has always attended and supported 
theses dinners on behalf of the school and say hallo to Sue as acting 
principal. Sue has also attended and supported us in Peter’s absence. 
Together with Father Joe these dinners are held as a way to build our 
community spirit through the Parish and school.
Our aim is to share a meal with the prep class parents in an informal, 
friendly manner. We hold three of these dinners, one for each class 
in the Mary Bresnan room in the Parish House. We exchange stories, 
introduce ourselves and provide some information about our Parish 
and school and how we can support one another. 
It is amazing how many people know each other prior to Holy Spirit 
and how much we have in common. Good friendships are also fostered 
and continue throughout the primary school years and beyond.
A 2-3 course dinner is provided by parents who have attended the 
previous dinner. It’s like “paying it forward”, but with a meal. This is one 
of the ways we can contribute to making our community so special.
Moving forward to next year, it will be sadly my last year at the school 
so hopefully somebody else will carry on with these dinners. I know 
that this is important to keeping the school and parish linked. My goal 
is to find my replacement and see the dinners continue into the future 
for others to enjoy.

Marisa Smeed, Coordinator

PARK ORCHARDS/NORTH RINGWOOD 
PARISH JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
The Park Orchards North Ringwood Parish Junior Football Club (The 
Sharks) has long had a close affiliation with Holy Spirit Primary School, 
with a large number of the school’s children playing football at the 
club in their formative years.   
2016 started with our annual pilgrimage to Kinglake to play our intra 
club practice matches and raise money for the Kinglake community.   
We have had a close relationship with Kinglake ever since the 2009 
bushfires devastated that community.   This year we raised another 
$3,000 which went straight into the Kinglake junior football club and 
helped them to enter 3 teams in their competition.
Back home and the Sharks are also active in the local community.   
Our Colts players (Under 17’s) were up early on ANZAC Day to attend 
the Ringwood Dawn Service and lay a wreath, an annual tradition 
which we continue to promote to ensure that our players develop an 
understanding of the sacrifices that others have made.
Our 2016 numbers are around 370 players across 18 teams, from 
Under 8 to Under 17 age groups.   And in 2017 we will look to build on 
these strong numbers with the introduction of female teams across all 
age groups which will also promote diversity within our club.

Andrew Mortlock, Secretary, Sharks Football Club

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB
We have had some great results on the court over the past year, with 
a number of teams playing in finals and winning grandfinals in the 
Spring season 2014. We have 5 games to go in our Winter season, with 
a number of teams at this stage finals contenders.
HSNC is the largest club competing at MENA with 23 teams being 
entered from under 9 through to open age groups. 
We have been very fortunate to pick up 2 new committee members for 
the 2016 year. A sincere thankyou to the committee for all of their hard 

work: Sandra Schipano (Vice President); Kerryn Crombie (Secretary); 
Sue Neal (Treasurer); Belinda Semos (Coaches Coordinator); Jade 
Eastwood (Minutes Secretary); Amelia Mills (Registrar); Louise Downes 
(Newsletter); Maddi McQuiggan (Umpires Coordinator); Michelle 
Thomas (Property Officer); Kylie Papadopolous (Uniform), Gabby 
Pragnaratne and Cath Stone (General Committee). We acknowledge 
the resignation of Kim Skien, Jo Charles and Amanda Bullock and 
thank them for their hard work over the years.
Although our netball focus is at club level, we congratulate a number 
of girls who represent MENA and Ariels in their representative 
programs.
Thanks to Jess Hooper and Amanda Bullock (with the assistance of 
Kerryn Crombie, Sandra Schipano  and Cath Stone) for framing the 
teams for our winter spring competitions. This is a difficult job, with a 
lot of time and effort put into ensuring the best results possible.
Thanks to the coaches who volunteer their time to ensure teams “get 
on the court”. It is worth noting that the majority of our coaches don’t 
have a daughter playing in the team they coach.
Our training venue HE Parker, Heathmont is proving to be a perfect 
fit for our club. The club training at the 1 location on a Friday night 
provides a perfect backdrop for encouraging club morale and 
communication. 
Our annual netta program is underway with Cath Stone coordinating 
this. Our aim is to get at least 1 team (we always do), 2 if enough 
interest is touted. This is an ideal way to ensure our club continues to 
thrive. We are lucky enough to have 2 mums interested in coaching 
these new teams.\
We are clearly dependent on all the volunteers for the development of 
the club and the enjoyment our daughters derive from the wonderful 
game of netball.

Karen Woods, President, Holy Spirit Netball Club

SPIRIT MAGIC BASKETBALL CLUB
The following outlines a brief description of the Spirit Magic basketball 
Clubs’ year in review.
The recently commenced Winter season sees our membership 
numbers at just under 400 players – stabilising member numbers 
at comparable levels to this time last year – this after a couple of 
seasons of significant growth in the seasons prior to this. The pressure 
these strong numbers have exerted on our training venue capacity, 
has been alleviated in the short term with the relatively recent 
acquisition of the Aquinas College gym on a Tuesday evening. Even 
further modest growth into the future, however, could soon see 
us back at ‘full capacity’, with a second evening at Aquinas being 
explored as a possibility to provide more relief. The last 12 months 
has seen an unprecedented level of coaching clinic activity, as we 
sought to take advantage of some fully funded clinics on offer from 
Basketball Victoria. Two so called ‘Community Level’ coaching clinics, 
attended by some 15 coaches each, were run during the year, whilst 
another 8 coaches attended the higher aiming ‘Club Level’ clinic (this 
particular clinic funded by Spirit Magic). At the time of writing, a third 
‘Community Level’ clinic has been planned, with further investment in 
coaching development considered a priority in the years ahead. Other 
noteworthy events during the year included the holding of a ‘Family 
Night’ -  an evening at the ‘Big Slide’ play centre in Knox, designed to 
appeal to all age groups & parents alike and attended by some 130 
odd people. In addition, the Vinnies xmas hamper appeal was run 
once again – this time raising some $700 to fund hampers and gifts 
for needy families in the area. The challenges in the year(s) ahead will 
continue to be around how to deal with further club growth – in terms 
of attracting, keeping, and developing committee level & coaching 
volunteers, securing enough good quality training venue space, and 
generally coping with the complexities of a growing organisation.

Leon McKenna, President, Spirit Magic Basketball Club



44 JUNE 2016

LITURGY AND CELEBRATION

LITURGY TEAM
The Holy Spirit Liturgy Team is a small and dedicated group. Several 
members are also choir members. Whilst these roles go hand in hand, 
it does also create some “conflicts of interest” for major occasions, as 
those members are not available to assist during the Masses. However, 
we do manage to recruit helpers, often with a tap on the shoulder 
before Mass begins, to get us through the liturgy.
As a team, we meet to discuss, prepare and co-ordinate special Masses, 
(including introductions, Prayers of the Faithful, reflections, etc), 
Forgiveness Rites, gifts for Mothers’ & Fathers’ Day Masses. We prepare 
the church for various occasions - changing the altar linen for the 
appropriate liturgical season, putting up relevant banners, decorating 
the church and preparing the foyer with artwork, messages etc. Many 
Saturday mornings there will be a bevy of activity going on, attending 
to the small details which can make a liturgical celebration so much 
more meaningful, i.e. altar cloths & banners being ironed, or creating 
a ‘focus’ near the sanctuary which reinforces the theme of the Mass. 
I’m sure you all would have noticed the constant changes to the 
church environment over the Easter period. This is a huge effort 
from the team and the many parishioners we “recruit” to assist, and 
to those people we say “Thank you, we couldn’t manage it with out 
you”. Special thanks need to go to Marita North-Coombes, Kerry 
Haddow, Lawry Cecconello, Sue Wallace and Shirley Graham, who, 
along with the other Liturgy team members, co-ordinated the various 
Easter celebrations. Also a huge thanks to the choir – many hours of 
rehearsal go into the Easter Triduum and it just wouldn’t be the same 
without their contribution.
We are always looking for new ideas and several members of the team 
have attended workshops run be the Archdiocese specifically to glean 
new ideas and resources which we can use in our Parish celebrations. 
Unfortunately, these workshops are few and far between these days, 
with more electronic media being used. Whilst these resources are 
useful, they do not allow us to talk to other liturgists and share ideas, 
which has been one of the most beneficial aspects of past workshops. 
However, we are fortunate to have many creative and resourceful 
members in the team, and new ideas are constantly being presented.
We were very fortunate that our recent ‘Stewardship Expo” gave 
us an opportunity to showcase some of the work the Liturgy team 
have done in past years. This created some interest from several 
parishioners, and, as a result, our numbers have increased We are very 
grateful for the assistance from Lawry Cecconello, Silvio Volombello 
& Don Schroder, and often the men involved in Church set up, who 
often do the climbing & fastening or hanging for us, as climbing the 
ladder is getting more difficult as age catches up with many of us!

Jenny Philp, Holy Spirit Liturgy Team

CHOIR
2015 has been a busy year again for the choir. 
We have been blest with some new members to swell our numbers. 
We are a very happy group.
We sang in Lent. Then put in a big effort for Palm Sunday and the 
Easter Ceremonies.  Our hours of practice paid off and the singing was 
beautiful.
At Pentecost, the 24th May 2015 we sang at 9.00Mass at Holy Spirit 
then in the afternoon, went to the Uniting Church, Heathmont and 
performed at the Fellowship of Churches combined service.
In August the choir, sang for two First Communion Masses, one at St 
Gerard’s and one at Holy Spirit. This was a lovely experience, seeing 
the children receive the Eucharist for the first time.
We sang at a few more Sunday Masses including Christ the King in 

November. 
In December we performed at the Holy Spirit Carols Night, which was 
a great Success.
2015 ended with Christmas Midnight Mass. A very satisfying year and 
a great effort from all members.

Maree Buttler and Marilyn Grant, Choir Leaders

ROSARY GROUP/PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held on Wednesday nights 
from 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm with rosary prayed from 7.30 pm till 8.00 
pm.  We are now in our 25th year and have a core group of 14 or so 
but seldom have more than 10 people on any given night.  During 
Lent, The Stations of the Cross are included.  This usually attracts a few 
extra people.
Rosary/Divine Mercy of Chaplet is recited at 9.30 am on Friday 
mornings.
First Saturday Devotion - This has been going since 1995 with a core 
group of 12-13 people.  Our Lady asked for 5 First Saturdays when 
she appeared to the 3 children at Fatima, Portugal in 1917.  The 
format is similar to Wednesday nights, with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament immediately after Saturday 9.30am mass, plus the rosary 
and Fatima prayers.
Marian Movement of Prayers for Priests - On Saturday mornings at 10 
am we come together to pray for Priests.  There are usually about 12-
14 and includes people who come each week from Our Lady’s Parish 
in Ringwood.  Our Priests are precious and we need to always keep 
them in our prayers.  We also pray for vocations to the Priesthood and 
for all of the young men in the Seminaries.  This is important as we all 
know that our Communities are in great need of Priests.

Carmel Hill and Lyn Thwaites

TUESDAY CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP
The group has been meeting now for over 3 years on Tuesday 
mornings from 9.15am to 10am during school terms.  Usually there are 
about 5 to 6 participants that partake in our meditation period.  The 
aim of the group is to learn the ancient art of meditation whereby we 
hope to become in tune with ourselves nature and God. We are quite 
privileged to do our meditation in the presence of the Eucharistic host 
in the Monstrance, which is set up on the Chapel altar. Hopefully new 
meditators will join our ranks in the years to come.

Len Moore/Len Scicluna, Facilitators

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
At the start of this year we put out the call for some new Children’s 
Liturgy leaders, as a number of our experienced leaders had moved 
on at the end of 2015. We had a great response with 10 new leaders 
joining up! Mary Ryan very kindly led our first Children’s Liturgy 
training session at the start of March, which was for both new and 
experienced leaders and provided us all with greater insight and ideas 
to bring to our program. We have since implemented some new ideas 
that include using an Ipod rather than a CD player for our music, new 
cushions for the children to sit on and a new prayer cloth. We have 
also created name-tags for each leader to wear to make it easier for 
new families and children to get to know us. 
Our Children’s Liturgy participation numbers have varied, with some 
weeks having over twenty children and other weeks in single figures. 
We always warmly welcome any new children who would like to 
attend. Families are welcome to talk to any of our leaders at 6.00pm 
Saturday night Mass or 10.30am Sunday morning Mass and are 
welcome to attend Children’s Liturgy with their children for the first 
time if they wish.
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank the wonderful Sue Wallace 
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who has done an amazing job of organising Children’s Liturgy for the 
past 4 years, we very much appreciate all of the  hard work and time 
she put into planning and organising our program. And a very big 
thank you to all of our leaders who generously give their time each 
week to lead and guide the children of our parish in their faith.

Michelle Sherriff, Co-ordinator

SUNDAY HOME COMMUNION MINISTRY
We have a dedicated group of volunteers who go out in pairs, one 
pair each Sunday, to take Communion to Nursing Homes and private 
homes of those unable to come to Mass due to age or ill health.
We currently visit 3 nursing/group homes and one private residence. 
We have 6 pairs of volunteers and 3 emergencies, so we have 
maintained the numbers we had this time last year.  Ideally we would 
like 8 pairs. Over the course of the year we have lost 2 volunteers from 
the roster, Len Moore and Clare Parle, and recruited 2, Laurie and Judy 
Wilson who have yet to be trained.   Laurie and Judy volunteered in 
response to the recent Parish Expo and Stewardship Program.
Many thanks to our group of volunteers and may God bless them all.

Helen Scorgie, Coordinator

MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION – No report received
FAITH AND SPIRITUALITYHIGH SPIRITS – No report received
BAPTISM PREPARATION GROUP – No report received

RCIA – What Is It, And What Does It Mean
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process that the Catholic 
Church has developed which allows people seeking to find out 
and understand more about the Catholic religion, to explore the 
faith and some of its more common pillars.  Whilst the program 
is predominately aimed at individuals who are of an adult age and 
are currently not Catholic, it has also been used by ‘lapsed’ Catholics 
who are expressing a desire to reconnect with their faith, as well as 
previously baptized Christians from ‘other’ Christian faiths. 
In a general sense, the program is ‘structured’ around the main 
pillars of the Catholic religion – the Sacraments, the old & new 
Bible Testaments, the important figures etc; these are explored and 
explained with the support of an RCIA team, as well as a rich diversity 
of materials and texts.
It is likened to a spiritual journey which involves members of the 
congregation and the candidates / catechumens coming together and 
working through quite a number of sessions where the candidates / 
catechumens learn to pray, learn about the life of Jesus through the 
Gospels and discuss what his message means for us in everyday life.
The complete RCIA journey can be broadly described as a subset of 
smaller journeys or stages. These are
1. Enquiry - candidates / catechumens make initial enquiries about 

the Catholic faith in the company of likeminded people; the end of 
this stage is denoted by the ‘Rite Of Acceptance”

2. Formation in Christian Life – A period of learning through the 
Gospels and reflecting on how Catholics bear witness to their faith, 
and ends with the ‘Rite of Election’

3. Preparation For Easter – coincides with Lent and makes provision 
for a more intense period of preparation and prayer, and culminates 
with the ‘Sacraments Of Initiation’ at Easter.

4. Deepening of Faith – The newly baptized / confirmed Catholics 
reflect on the whole experience and the general direction of their 
lives and ends with the ‘Missioning Ceremony’.
The RCIA Program At Holy Spirit.
Here at Holy Spirit Parish North Ringwood, the RCIA program 
broadly follows the universal guidelines set out by the Catholic 

Church. We have a small team of committed parishioners, which 
includes the Parish priest, that guides RCIA candidates through 
the program over a period that usually runs from October, 
through to May / June of the following year (with a few holiday 
breaks interspersed). The guidance is primarily centered around 
a contemporary text developed here in Australia, titled ‘At Home 
With Gods People’, although there are many other texts, symbols 
and reading materials that are also used along the way. What we 
do well at Holy Spirit is to make the program flexible and relevant, 
so that we may cover certain topics, for example the importance 
of Christmas, at a stage in the program which is actually when 
Christmas occurs.
The RCIA candidate usually is someone who has not been 
baptized before and is of an ‘adult’ age, but we have previously had 
individuals through the program who were baptized and brought 
up in other faiths, as well as Catholics who had left their faith for 
whatever reason, but wanted to pick it up again and come back 
into the community. 
The team and candidates meet weekly for about 90 minutes and 
explore a particular subject or topic which plays an important role 
in the life of the Catholic Church. There is usually ample time for 
general discussion and reflection and questions are always most 
welcome. Weekly attendance is encouraged, but if a candidate is 
unable to make it on any particular week, they can still read the 
subject matter from the provided book.

It is important to note that the RCIA is a journey and that not all 
journeys finish in the same place. This may mean that a candidate who 
starts the RCIA journey may or may not eventually become a baptized 
Catholic – each individual must make that assessment and decision 
based on their experiences and responses to the RCIA journey; it goes 
without saying that there is absolutely no pressure on anyone from 
anywhere to make a particular decision, either way.

Lawry Cecconello, On Behalf of RCIA Team

SERVICE AND OUTREACH

EVERGREENS
The Evergreens have celebrated their 35th birthday, very much 
supported by the Parish and Parish House staff.
Vin and Gabrielle Dwyer, sorted through many photos taken over the 
years, to provide a Power Point presentation, at the 6pm and 9am 
masses on the weekend and at the Evergreen’s monthly meeting.
At that meeting, Alison  Nichols made a decorated special birthday 
cake to add to celebrations and Frances O’Dwyer organised a thank 
you card, signed by the Evergreens for the Support Team.
We have had Mica from Eastern Libraries, as guest speaker, informing 
us as to what is available with new technology, and Mary Katsikis from 
Maroondah Council is to visit this month.
Two Support Team members attended a Healthy Ageing meeting and 
two were guests at the Volunteers luncheon.

Jean Smith

SPIRIT MAGAZINE
To Support Community Awareness and Communication.
Spirit Magazine has been moving ahead well.  Participation from the 
parish community has been excellent with more articles being offered 
from a variety of voices, which is what we have been aiming for. We 
have been really trying to give readers a sense of who we are and 
where we have come from - to try to reinforce a sense of belonging - 
This is home.  

Also trying to fulfil our charter to support community awareness 



46 JUNE 2016

by offering a wide variety of external contributors for a broader 
perspective Still struggling to contain costs, have been trying to 
do more prior to sending to printers. Aiming to build readership to 
encourage more advertisers. Struggling with sales and accounts - Not 
my forte  - would really love a team to take on this role?  Current print 
run 700 copies black and white, uploaded to website in full colour. 

Fr Joe has indicated he would like to have at least one issue each 
year with a colour front page, and we are working on an updated 
masthead.

Thank you to all for your support.

Helen Konynenburg, Editor

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
A report to the Parish of our activities over the past 12 months to April 
2016.

Our Society Conference continues to enjoy great financial & material 
support from our Parishes and Schools. We do not receive any 
government funding and derive our funds from our monthly $2 
collection, the poor box, donations and proceeds from our Vinnies 
shop in Ringwood.

We have 18 Members and meet weekly to review and plan our visits to 
those who request assistance .

The vast majority of our  assistance visits are to single parent families, 
people with physical & mental disabilities who are living in various 
levels of poverty in our community.

Over the 12 months we provided the following assistance to 1008 
adults , 1363 children in 733 home visits :-

Supermarket food vouchers & Vinnies Gift Cards  - $18,190
Donated food $11,446 
Purchased food $10,842
Fruit & Vegetable runs – 45 
Bread runs -  45
Christmas hampers  - 90

Members also do visits in South Melbourne where there is no local 
Vinnies Conference and serve meals at Ozanam House – a shelter for 
60 homeless men.

Laurel Wheatley, President 
North Ringwood Conference

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT MINISTRY
The Ministry continues to liaise with Tina on a regular basis to maintain 
a list of the recently bereaved of the parish. 

A few months following the death of a close relative the Ministry 
sends a letter of support to the bereaved parishioner.

Another contact is made at the time of the first anniversary of the death 
of their loved one when a card is sent to the bereaved parishioner.

Each November we have an annual Christmas Mass of Remembrance 
for the recently bereaved. We send personal letters of invitation some 
weeks before the Mass and include a notice in The Word in case 
someone has missed out on the letter. We acknowledge that this is a 
time when many people are caught up with pre- Christmas activities 
it is also a time when the bereaved are contemplating their first 
Christmas without their loved one.  We usually send about 80 letters 
and cards to bereaved parishioners.   

Robin Walsh, Coordinator

PASTORAL CARE

I found this little quote a while ago and it has stuck in my mind, so 
thought I would share it with you all. Especially in this Year of Mercy 
which began in November ‘15 - it helps me to realise I am so very 
grateful that I have the honour of working with the people of Holy 
Spirit Community - it has blessed my life amazingly and continues 
to do so as my life has journeyed on. I have been working as a staff 
member of Holy Spirit since my daughter Elise began prep at Holy 
Spirit School when she was 5 - she is now 31!  I started as Parish 
Secretary with Fr. Kevin Mogg as our Parish Priest and he is also 
celebrating the 60th year of Ordination coming up in July.
So I count my blessings everyday for the relationships I have been 
able to form with my community.  I also receive much love, support 
and care from everyone so I thank you all for that!
The 2015 year was another busy one in the parish. The usual parish 
works, schedules, routine and challenges are very much the same to 
expect and many activities are repetitive in nature, I have learned that 
I can never repeat myself in these works. There is always something 
to learn and unlearn, new ways to explore, meanings and insights to 
discover.
A fair portion of my working time is dedicated to visiting people. 
Mainly those who are sick or lonely, at nursing homes or care centres 
plus also having home visits to new parishioners.
Every person I see connects me to their spirit and keeps me focused 
on each persons “specialness” and closeness to Our Lord.
Fr Joe and many lay people help me enormously in my work and 
without them we could never cover the spiritual needs we have in 
our community.
Sunday communion roster Ministers and Evergreeen Leaders and 
assistants also keep our parish outreach alive, active and positive and 
we must all be grateful to these wonderful people.
Regular Monthly masses at our local nursing homes and retirement 
villages are fantastic opportunities to have one on one time with 
our friends from the parish who may not be able to get to weekend 
worship.
 Many hours are also spent assisting bereaved families as they plan 
and prepare funerals which is also quite regular with the ageing  
parish community of Holy Spirit.
I pray for many people of our parish that I know needs prayers but I 
also pray for God to bring back those to our parish whom we haven’t 
seen for many a year. I pray that they realise that we miss them and 
their presence - we need them- and we won’t try and get them to 
do stuff - just come back to our church, hear the word of God and 
reconnect with our community.
I must not forget my colleagues at Holy Spirit Parish House wonderful 
people who do so much beyond the call of duty and give me so much 
back up and support, thank you all.

 Tina Toomey , Pastoral Worker
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OTHER REPORTS/PROJECTS

Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy Committee
Last year Pope Francis called the universal church to celebrate the 
Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, Dec 2015 - Nov 2016. He asked 
Catholics around the world to use the year to ‘open wide’ the doors 
of their hearts to compassion and forgiveness for themselves and 
others.  To promote and action this call at the local level, a special 
combined parishes Year of Mercy Committee was convened by Fr Joe 
in early December last year, which has since met on several occasion. 
The overall aim of the committee is to inform, educate and engage 
parishioners, school families and the local community in the message 
and meaning of mercy. 

A number of projects have been undertaken. These include: 

•	 Year	of	Mercy	take	home	activity	via	school	families	(one	per	term)

•	 A	‘How	to	receive	the	Sacrament	of	Reconciliation’	brochure.	See	
parish website.  

•	 A	 	‘Doorway	of	Mercy’	at	the	 internal	entrance	to	the	Church.	 (St	
Anne’s & Holy Spirit)

•	 A	‘Welcome	to	Holy	Spirit’		mat	at	the	Church	entrance.

•	 Pope	Frances	–‘Be	Merciful’	Billboard	(St	Anne’s	&	Holy	Spirit)

•	 ‘Mercy	Matters’	Mass	&	supper:	6pm	18th	June	2016.		

•	 A		‘Faces	of	Mercy’	wall	along	the	back	of	the	Church	(St	Anne’s	&	
Holy Spirit)

•	 ‘Stand	for	Mercy’	action:	Sunday	10-12noon	23rd	October	2016

•	 ‘Year	of	Mercy	Thanksgiving’	Combined	parishes	Mass	&	Meal:	5pm	
Sunday 27th November 2016 

Please support the efforts of the committee with your participation in 
the above initiatives.

Mary Ryan: Chairperson,Year of Mercy Committee

AGM 2016 - Parish website, Report
Background
•	 Pre	18/03/2013	-	the	Parish	web	site	was	composed	on	a	handful	

of html pages with no content management.  It was quite static 
with no new content and what was presented was in many places 
inaccurate/out of date

•	 18/03/2013	–	a	new	replacement	web	site	was	built	by	the	Parish	
with Catholic Archdiocese Melbourne using Microsoft DNN and 
hosted in Microsoft’s Azure cloud solution.  The new site

 o had a content management system (DNN)

 o expanded significantly on the original site

 o served the parish well

 o however, was not well suited to mobile devices.

•	 On	21/12/2015	–	the	web	site	was	replaced	again.		It	is	now	hosted	
by CAM still using DNN, but its design is “responsive” meaning it is 
designed to work well on smart phones, tablets and desk/lap-top 
computers.

 o content has been redeveloped in responsive form

 o content has continued to be added through the year

 o hosting is slightly cheaper because it is hosted by CAM

 o CAM automated backups are in place and support is available

Changes
The major changes for the parish web site have been:
•	 The	move	from	the	previous	site	hosted	in	Microsoft’s	Azure	cloud	

solution to newly build site still using DNN as the content manager 
but with a “responsive” design meaning it is designed to work well 
on smart phones, tablets and desk/lap-top computers.

•	 Rework	of	the	front	page,	www.holyspiritparish.org.au
 o Father Joe’s Reflections (Thanks Father Joe and Dominic N.), 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Our-Parish/Reflections
 o Rolling Banner images / click through, 
  www.holyspiritparish.org.au
 o Pope Francis’ Twitter feed (Pontifex), 
  www.holyspiritparish.org.au
 o Addition of a Remembrance page, 
  www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Remembrance
•	 Establishment	and	implementation	of	the	following	policies:
 o Website Policy, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Website-Policy
 o Privacy Policy, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Privacy-Policy
 o Collection Notice, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/
  Collection-Notice
From a content perspective, in the last 12 months the following new 
pages have been added or changes made to the Parish Website:
•	 New	Parish	Groups	Added
 o Altar Servers (Thanks Ruth F.), www.holyspiritparish.org.au/  

 Parish-Groups/Altar-Servers
 o Parish House Wednesday Morning Group (Thanks Kerry O’L.), 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Parish-Groups/Parish-House-
Wed-Morning-Group

 o Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (Thanks Tina and Lawry C.), 
www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Parish-Groups/Rite-of-Christian-
Initiation-of-Adults

 o Winter Warmer Mass, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Parish-
Groups/Winter-Warmer-Mass

•	 Parish	Groups	Removed
 o None
•	 Holy	Spirit	YouTube	Channel	videos	added:
 o 28/02/2016, Invitation to Parish Stewardship Meeting, 1st 

March 2016 7:30 (Fr. Joe), www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Our-
Parish/Stewardship/Parish-Stewardship-Meeting-Invitation 
(thanks Tony M.)

•	 New	Sacraments	Pages
 o Baptism (Thanks Ruth F.), www.holyspiritparish.org.au/

Sacraments/Baptism
 o Reconciliation (Thanks Mary R.), www.holyspiritparish.org.au/

Sacraments/Reconciliation
 o Marriage (Thanks Tina T.), www.holyspiritparish.org.au/

Sacraments/Marriage
•	 Other	Content
 o Father Joe’s Reflections (Thanks Father Joe and Dominic), 

www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Our-Parish/Reflections
 o Rework of Mass Times, Reconciliation Times, The Rosary, 

Prayers and Silent Adoration (Thanks Jenny P.), www.
holyspiritparish.org.au/Mass-Times/Weekly-Services 

 o New and Events section:
  Evangelisation – John the Beloved, (Thanks Maryann S.),   

 www.holyspiritparish.org.au/John-the-Beloved
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	  Parish Stewardship campaign, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/ 
 Our-Parish/Stewardship

	  Advent – Week 1, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Advent-  
 Week-1-Hope

	  Advent – Week 2, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Advent-  
 Week-2-Love

	  Advent – Week 3, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Advent-  
 Week-3-Joy

	  Advent – Week 4, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Advent-  
 Week-4-Peace

	  PPC Renewal (thanks Dominic N.), www.holyspiritparish.org.
au/News-Events/PPC-Renewal

	  Year of Mercy, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Year-of-Mercy
	  Christ The King, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Christ-the-  

 King
	  Remembrance, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Remembrance
	  Fete 2015 Results, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Fete-News
	  Lawry – Camino 2015 (Thanks Lawry C.), www.   

 holyspiritparish.org.au/Lawry-Camino-2015
	  Trivia Night, www.holyspiritparish.org.au/Trivia-Night-7th-  

 August-2015
Usage - Summary
Key points are as follows:
1. In almost all most cases the metrics for the sites usage have 

improved, some by more than 50%
2. 94% of users access the site via the new domain, www.cam.org.

au/holyspirit
3. Desktop (around 52%), Smart Phone (30%) and Tablet Usage 

(17%) is largely in the same ratio (I expected a significate 
decrease in desktop usage / increase in mobile/tablet usage), 
particularly given the move to the site’s responsive design.

4. Easter and Christmas remain the busiest periods for the website.  
Christmas Eve usage increased 29% to 301 hits, Easter Saturday 
usage decreased by 28% to 115 hits

For more information refer to the parish web site: www.
holyspiritparish.org.au/Our-Parish/Parish-Group-Reports
Next Year
•	 Adding	pages	on	the	sacraments
•	 Extending	the	News	&	Events	section

Michael O’Leary

HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL
On behalf of the school community of Holy Spirit Community School 
it is my pleasure to present the 2015/16 School Report.  As it is not 
possible to explain all highlights and achievements in this Annual 
Report, it should be read in conjunction with the Parish Pastoral 
Council reports delivered each month.
Student Numbers
August 2016 census showed 454 students enrolled. In 2016 there 
are currently 456 students enrolled. We have a waiting list for some 
classes.
The structure of the 18 classes in the school is:   
3 x Prep (61)
5 x 1/ 2 (134)
5 X 3 / 4 (128)
5 X 5/6 (133)

Staff
With the retirement of Peter Camilleri, the process of employing a 
new principal for Holy Spirit has begun.  In 2016 Holy Spirit School 
employed 50 staff members

Teachers 18 full-time and 14 part-time. These numbers include the 
Principal, Deputy Principal, Student Wellbeing, Reading Recovery, 
Literacy and Maths,

Office staff – 1 full-time Bursar 2 part-time Education Support Staff.

Learning Support Officers – 10 part-time.

Specialist teachers 4 of Japanese, Library, Performing Arts and Physical 
Education, all part-time.

Counsellor -1 part-time.

In a number of classes we have shared teaching arrangements where 
two teachers take the class. 

Positions of Leadership – Religious Education, Student Wellbeing, 
Learning and Teaching, Maths, Literacy and Level Leaders. 

Fees and Levies
Fees: 93.7%
Levies: 95%
Follow up with non-fee payers continued in 2015/2016.

School Improvements
A major improvement in the last 12 months was the replacement of 
one of the Adventure Playgrounds, also replacing the existing softfall 
mulch with playground safe artificial turf. 

Regular working bees and the use of various tradespeople assist in 
keeping the school in such good order.

Academic Results and Updates
The data we receive from sources such as NAPLAN (2015) show that 
Holy Spirit continues to provide a quality education. We were pleased 
with the improvement in our results in 2015. Our continual aim is to 
improve in all areas of the curriculum. 

ICT continues to be a growing area. Chrome books have been 
introduced to the Senior School.

In 2015, Holy Spirit accepted the invitation to be involved in the 
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support initiative (SWPBS). This is a 
two year commitment. 

Holy Spirit has been one of the first intake of schools to be involved in 
ICON (Integrated Catholic Online Network). When fully implemented 
this will be a single signon platform for staff, students and parents.

Religious Education continues to maintain a central focus including 
Weekly 9:00 Masses, whole school Masses and sacramental programs. 
Social justice issues continue to be a priority. Daily prayer and 
Christian meditation demonstrate our Catholic faith. We are proud to 
be a Catholic school.

CEOM School Review Cycle
The school has continued with the implementation of the 2013 CEOM 
Review. 

From our 2013 Review, School Improvement Plan and collected data, 
much of our learning focused from our 2014 Change2 opportunity 
of Feedback and Mentoring. As a result, we implemented peer 
observation, feedback and mentoring for staff professional learning. 
Our aim is to continue to develop a feedback culture where ongoing 
collegial conversations are held. 

Parent Committees 
School Board, Parents & Friends, Maintenance, Uniform Shop, Banking 
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and  OSHC are valued  groups within the school. We are also well 
supported with classroom helpers, sport and excursion helpers on a 
needs basis.

School Parish Links 
A great sense of community exists between our School and Parish. 
The existing links continue to be very strong and highly valued. The 
cooperation is evident with the sacramental programs, Masses, visits 
by parish to the school, use of the Community Centre etc.

The Parish dinners (3 in 2016, Prep classes only) organised by Marisa 
Smeed and Meagan Whitworth, continue to be an example of ways 
we strive to build community. 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS COMMITTEE – No report received. 
OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE
With the resignation of Damien Thomas and Peter Camilleri within 
days of one another in Term One, OSHC has seen some major changes 
in 2016.

The committee has spent the first part of this year addressing 
the obvious staffing issues. Through the recruitment process we 
recognised the potential in Carissa Henricus, Assistant Director, to 
upskill and take on the Director role in an Acting capacity on a trial 
basis. 

Nicole Carter, who has been with the service for 10 years, agreed to 
return (from a brief position held elsewhere) as Assistant Director to 
support Carissa. 

So far the new dynamic is working very well where it matters most – 
that the team is providing quality care for our kids.

The committee is currently made up of five parent volunteers as well 
as Sue Johnston and Carissa as Acting Director.

Rebecca Crozier and Nicola Morriss (commenced 2014)

Rachael Rourke (2015)

Melisa Versace (2015)

Jenelle Williams (2016)

Other issues the committee is working through include:
•	 Managing	finances	to	ensure	the	service	can	continue	to	operate.
•	 Viability	of	the	building	project.
•	 Possibility	of	outsourcing	to	an	external	provider.

Average daily attendances since the start of the year:

After school: 30

Before school: 16

Vacation care: 27

Rebecca Crozier, On behalf of the OSHC Management Committee

 

FINANCES
The 2015 loss of $15,500 is the first loss registered since 2009.  
Thanksgiving donations continued to reduce year over year (down by 
$5,000) and costs generally continued to rise.  However the loss was 
generated by 2 major expense items.  The insurance invoice for $8,800 
which is usually paid in December arrived late and was paid in January 
2015.  A reconciliation of staff long service leave provision found 
that the account was short by $7,000. The later item is effectively a 
deferred cost that finally had to be paid.  Income was bolstered by 
very successful fete and Trivia Night events.

An attempt to increase Thanksgiving program participation from the 
school community was not particularly successful.  In reviewing the 

Thanksgiving program generally it was noted that a program had not 
been run professionally and with support from the Archdiocese since 
2007.  In that time many people had left the parish but also many 
new parishioners had also joined the Parish.  An opportunity existed 
to run a full program and in that program give new parishioners 
an opportunity to support the parish and again offer the School 
community another chance to freely participate.   It was agreed the 
program would run in Q1-2 2016.  Estimated cost for the program was 
$13,000.

Installing Solar Electricity in the Parish House was a major infrastructure 
project that has a 5 year payback on today’s electricity rates.  Minor 
repairs were conducted on the drainage around the Community 
Centre (CC) and on the windows in the foyer and on the Little Spirits 
Room.  Chapel windows still need repair.

Michael O’Leary devised a method of streaming live video in the 
Community Centre to the projector to improve our ability to broadcast 
vision of special events at the altar so people can see them better.  This 
solution has no cost to the parish.

The committee also investigated the cost of building a pergola 
outside the chapel and weatherproofing the area.  Initial quote 
for a low-maintenance steel structure was $20,000.  In light of the 
projected financial position it was decided to defer the item until 
after the outcome of the Stewardship program was known.  Other less 
expensive options for the structure will be considered in 2016.

The Stewardship Program ran over a 4 week period in April and 
was aimed at increasing parishioner involvement by way of Time 
and Talent participation and by providing financial support to both 
the parish and presbytery accounts.  Time and Talent involvement 
increased but may need reconsideration later in the year.  Financial 
support for the parish increased by 25% from $153k to $191K per 
annum.  Presbytery increased by 90% to $761 per week.

Finally a decision was taken in 2015 to revert to the more traditional 
name for this committee as Parish Finance Committee in line 
with parish operating guidelines provided by the Archdiocese.  
Responsibilities of the committee remain unchanged.

Silvio Volombello – Chairperson, Parish Finance Committee.



50 JUNE 2016

We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts
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If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
businesses from our local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size

For more information contact the Parish House 
on 9876 3717.
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MY BEST DAY EVER

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

Come and enjoy the friendly, welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

prices.

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

can play with toys.

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

As I grow older, I realize more and more how important time 
is. I realize that today is the day I live in. Today, I know what 
is possible in my life. Today, I can be and do what I want to 
do. Will it be worthwhile? Will it be worthy of my time spent? 
Can I be happy with how I live today? Am I preparing for 
my tomorrows? Am I preparing for my eternity?
Today, when I awoke, I realized that this is one of the best 
days of my life. There have been times when I wondered if I 
would prevail through another day, but I did. Because I did, 
I’m going to celebrate. Today, I’m going to celebrate what 
an unbelievable life I have had so far; the accomplishments, 
the many blessings, and yes, even the hardships, as they 
have made me stronger. I will go through today with my 
head held high. I will have a happy heart. I will marvel at 
God’s simple gifts; the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the 
trees, and the birds. Today, I will see all of these wonderful 
creations in their fullest.

Today, I will share my excitement for life with others. I’ll 
make someone smile. I’ll make someone laugh. I’ll go out 
of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just fine.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magnificent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and prolific writer.

An Old Irish Prayer 
Give us Lord a bit o sun

A bit o work and a bit of fun
Give us in all the struggle and splutter

Our daily bread and a bit of butter
Give us health our keep to make
And a bit to spare for others sake

Give us too a bit of son
And a tale and a book to help us along

Give us Lord a chance to be
Our goodly best brave wise and free

Our Goodly best for ourselves and others
Till all men learn to live as brothers.

contributed by Bette McQuade
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Color Words

Unscramble each color word. 
Write it correctly into the puzzle.

Across
2. lbeu
3. der
6. nereg
8. hewit
9. clbka

Down
1. greano
2. wrnob
4. leylwo
5. lupper
7. nipk
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Body Parts

Unscramble the letters in each clue to spell a
part of the body. Write the word in the puzzle.
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1. STECH
3. GRINFE
6. UTOHM
8. SOEN
11. KLEAN
12. KENC

Down

2. GHTIH
4. LEOWB
5. GONETU
7. NEKE
9. NISK
10. KABC
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Jesus says:
Why do you confuse yourselves by worrying?  Leave the care of your 
affairs to me and everything will be peaceful.  I say to you that every act 
of true, blind, complete surrender to me produces the effect that you 
desire and resolves all difficult situations.
Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything (3 times)
Surrendering to me does not mean to fret, to be upset, or to lose hope, 
nor does it mean offering to me a worried prayer, asking me to follow 
you, and change your worry into prayer.
It is against this surrender, deeply against it, to worry, be nervous and to 
desire to think about the consequences of anything.
It is like the confusion that children feel when they ask their mother 
to see to their needs, and then they try to take care of those needs for 
themselves so that their childlike efforts to get in their mother’s way.
Surrender means to placidly close the eyes of the soul, to turn away from 
thoughts of tribulation and to put yourself in my care so that only I act, 
saying “you take care of it”.
Jesus I surrender myself to you, take care of everything! (3 Times)
How many things I do when the soul, in so much spiritual and material 
need turns to me, looks at me and says to me, “you take care of it”, then 
closes its eyes and rests.
In pain you pray for me to act, but that I act in the way you want.  You do 
not turn to me.  Instead you want mw to adapt to your ideas.  You are not 
sick people who ask the doctor to cure you, but rather sick people who 
tell the doctor how to!  So do not act this way, but pray as I taught you in 
the Our Father; ”Hallowed be thy name” that is, be glorified in my need.  
“thy kingdom come”, that is, let all that is in us and in the world be in 
accord with Your Kingdom.  “thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven”, 
that is, in our need, decide as you see fit for our temporal and eternal life.
If you say to me truly, “thy will be done”. Which is the same as saying “you 
take care of it,” I will intervene with all my omnipotence, and I will resolve 
the most difficult situations.
Jesus I surrender myself to you, take care of everything (3 Times)
You see evil growing instead of weakening?  Do not worry.  Close your 
eyes and say to me with faith “thy will be done, you take care of it.”  I say 
to you that I will take care of it, and that I will intervene as does a doctor 
and I will accomplish miracles when they are needed.  Do you see that 
the sick person is getting worse?  Do not be upset, but close your eyes 
and say “you take care of it.”  I say to you that I will take care of it, and that 
there is no medicine more powerful than my loving intervention.  By my 
love, I promise this to you.
Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything (3 Times)
And when I must lead you on a path different from the one you see, I 
will prepare you.  I will carry you in my arms; I will let you find yourself, 
like children who have fallen asleep in their mother’s arms, on the other 
bank of the river.

What troubles you and hurts you immensely are your reason, your 
thoughts, your worry and you desire at all costs to deal with what afflicts 
you.
Jesus , I surrender myself to you, take care of everything (3 Times)
You are sleepless.  You want to judge everything, direct everything and 
to see everything. And you surrender to human strength, or worse to 
men themselves, trusting in their intervention.  This is what hinders my 
words and views.
Oh how much I wish you to surrender, to help you and how I suffer when 
I see you so agitated!  Satan tries to do exactly this; to agitate you and 
to remove you from my protection and to throw you into the jaws of 
the human initiative.  So, trust only in me, rest in me, surrender to me 
in everything.
Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything (3 Times)
I perform miracles in proportion to your full surrender to me and to your 
not thinking of yourselves.  I sow treasure troves of graces when you 
are in the deepest poverty.  No person of reason,  no thinker, has ever 
performed miracles, not even among the Saints.  He does divine works 
whosoever surrenders to God.
So don’t think about it anymore, because your mind is acute and for you 
it is very hard to see evil and to trust in me, and to not think of yourself.  
Do this for all your needs, do this all of you and you will see great 
continual silent miracles.  I will take care of things, I promise this to you.
Jesus , I surrender myself to you, take care of everything (3 Times)
Close your eyes and let yourself be carried away on the flowing current 
of my grace.  Close your eyes and so not think of the present, turning 
your thoughts away from the future just as you would from temptation.  
Repose in e, believing in my goodness, and I promise you by my love 
that if you say “You take care of it”  I will take care of it all.  I will console 
you and guide you.
Jesus, I surrender myself to you, take care of everything.  (3 Times)
Pray always in readiness to surrender and you will receive from it great 
peace and great rewards, even when I confer on you the grace of 
immolation, of repentance and love.  Then what does suffering matter?  
It seems impossible to you?  Close your eyes and say it with all your soul, 
“Jesus, you take care of it.”  Do not be afraid, I will take care of things and 
you will bless my name by humbling yourself.
A thousand prayers cannot equal one single act of surrender.  Remember 
this well.  There is no Novena more effective than this: “Jesus, I surrender 
myself to you.  Take care of everything.”
Jesus I surrender myself to you, take care of everything.  (3 Times)
Mother, I am yours now and forever.  Through you and with you I always 
want to belong completely to Jesus.  Amen.

Thanks to Carmel Hill for submitting this prayer.  We acknowledge Divine 
Mercy Publications Pty Ltd.  www.divinemercy.com.au

THE SURRENDER PRAYER

At Home with God
Have you ever wondered how God sees you?

An invitation to ponder this question at home and to come to Heart of Life to deepen your experience with the 
support of a spiritual companion.

5 X Mondays beginning 25 July 2016 - 1.15 pm - 2.15 pm
Register your interest by 18 July 2016 - A small donation will be welcome.

HEART OF LIFE SPIRITUALITY CENTRE 
96 Albion Road Box Hill 

Phone 9890 1101   E-mail: holsc@bigpond.com    Web: www.heartoflife.melbourne
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