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Refuge  
Seeking Refuge
Seeking Safety
Seeking Compassion
Seeking Peace

Refugees
People who were leading normal, ordinary lives
People who were going to work,
Children who were going to School
Young Adults who were going to University
People who had Homes
People who were safe – 
People who through no fault of their own became caught 
up in the mindless violence and horrors of war – 

People who have lost their families - 
“ We were all outside in the sun, my parents, my two sons 
and my daughter.
I was very tired, my pregnancy advanced.  Go and rest, my 
mother said, we will take care of the children.
I woke thinking it was an earthquake, the wall fell away, 
and I knew – Not an earthquake, the war had reached us 
too.
I tried to find my family,there was a huge crater and rubble 
everywhere.
Days of turmoil – Survivors helped – we buried the parts of 
my family we found –
Then I began to walk.
Away from that place that had been my home, my safe 
refuge for so many years.  All gone now-
But this child I carry.  This child has survived for a reason.  
I will do whatever I must to save this child.
I have nothing else – I can only walk away from 
this place and put my trust in my God”.

This Christmas as we share the joy of 
Christmas with family and friends, 
let us remember all the refugees 
throughout the world, and pray that our 
world leaders may have the courage, 
enlightenment and guidance to bring 
these terrible conflicts 
to an end.

Illustrated by Nick May 2015
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Thank You
from the Editor
Greetings to you all as we say Good bye to Spring and Hello to Summer.
Congratulations to all on another great Holy Spirit Fete.  I had the privilege 
of speaking with a large variety of people who attended, and talking to them 
about why  they came and how much they enjoyed the day.  
From the very first fetes at Holy Spirit until its inception to the current  
format the fete was always intended to be first and foremost a great 
community event, and in creating this Community event we hoped it would 
ensure our crowds of attendees for future fetes, thus ensuring that we did 
indeed raise an amount of money that was somewhat commensurate with 
the amount of time and effort that goes into a successful fete event.
I spoke with families gathered representing three generations of fete 
attendees and helpers,  also to many who were late comers to the fete 
having moved into the area.  Often dragged along by grandchildren the first 
time, they were now regulars who would not miss the event. 
Some spoke of the loneliness of moving into a new area as retirees, young 
couples, or couples who no longer have children living at home and how 
they found the fete a real beacon of friendly people and just loved going 
to the Devonshire Tea area and chatting to a wide variety of people, whilst 
grandchildren enjoyed all the rides etc.
This is all so important in a world in which people are increasingly 
“disconnected” .  A sense of belonging is an essential requirement to the 
health and wellbeing of any community, helping to eliminate the discontent 
and unrest engendered by those who are made to feel “outsiders or other”.  
Sometimes it’s the very small, ordinary things like saying hello to a stranger 
at the fete,  sharing a cup of tea at a table in the Devonshire Tea Area  and 
having a chat that make a huge difference to someone who may be lonely, 
or in the midst of one of life’s big crisis.
Then we had the Community Mass and Meal to welcome in the Pope 
Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy.  Here is another great opportunity to make a 
contribution to changing the world around us – The problems of the world 
are so overwhelming we become frozen because it is all so big we have no 
idea how we could possibly help.  Let us embrace this year of Mercy as our 
way of “doing something” to make the world a better place  - even if it is only 
in a very small way.
Thank you to all who have contributed  to our Christmas edition – And I 
hope our readers enjoy all it has to offer - You are the Spirit Magazine.  
Wishing you all a very Joyous  Christmas and holiday season, stay safe and 
DON’T FORGET YOUR STORIES FOR THE MARCH 2016 EDITION.
Regards,
Helen Konynenburg
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Around the Parish...

NORTH RINGWOOD 
COMMUNITY HOUSE

www.nrch.org.au
9876 3421

Some of your parishioner’s might be interested in these 
offerings…
Digital Literacy 
BYO iPad or tablet
Course designed to increase skills and confidence. 
Covers basic settings, buttons, connecting to Wi-Fi. 
Learn to communicate with friends & family via email, 
Skype, Facebook etc. Learn to take and manage photos 
on your tablet.  
Mon Feb 1st x 7 wks 9.30-12.30pm or 1-4pm
Cost: $61
Scrabble Club
Are you a super speller, a wonder with words or a 
lexicon of language?  Come and join us for a friendly, 
social game of Scrabble. Meets the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month.
Bookings essential.
Tue Feb 9th & Mar 8th 12.30pm-3pm
Cost: $3.50 Includes afternoon tea
1 Million Stars to End Violence Project
NRCH Craft Group are having a ‘Star-weave’ workshop to 
help Maroondah achieve 10,000 stars. All are welcome 
to come along to have a cuppa, chat and make a star, 
ribbon and instructions supplied.
Tue Feb 23rd 9.30-11.30am 
Cost: $2.50 per session (includes morning tea)
Zumba Gold
Active older adults who are looking for a modified 
Zumba® class that recreates the original moves you 
love but at a lower-intensity. 
Tue Feb 9th x 7 wks 9.15 – 10.15am
Cost: $88  C $83

Thank you for the delightful afternoon tea at Aquinas 
College.
I went to the afternoon tea on Thursday 19th November 
2015.  There were over 50 people.  Year 9 and 10 
students were the hosts and hostesses.  Last Saturday 
night, one friendly parishioner invited us to the function.
Thank you also to Vinnies as the event was to thank their 
volunteers from Eastern Region.
3 Aquinas girl students sang and played nice modern 
songs and many more students, male and female, had 
prepared the food and served us generously.

Christian Heskett

Congratulations to our new altar servers who were 
recently commissioned at 10.30am Sunday Mass. After 
several weeks of attending classes with Ruth and Fr Joe, 
the children were prepared for their first Mass in their 
new role. Though there were a few nerves beforehand, 
all the children did a wonderful job and came out all 
smiles! Congratulations to you all, we hope you enjoy 
the responsibility of assisting at Mass and that your 
new role gives you the opportunity to grow stronger 
in your faith.

120 GOLF CLUB
By the time this edition goes to press, we will have 
had our  annual “away trip” - this year to Barham, 
N.S.W., on the Murray River.
Members, this year, have enjoyed their social, non-
competitive games, and an invitation is extended  to 
anyone interested, to join our Group for 2016.
Enquiries may be made to Ron Smith on 9876 2204.

Fr Joe and Shirley Graham with the new altar servers



In early September 2015 the greatest person to grace the 
Australian turf left us.
Bart was much more than a master trainer with a monopoly of 
Melbourne Cups and great classic events. He was a wonderful 
family man, a celebrity among celebrities, a friend to all people 
ranging from Queens and Prime Ministers to the attendants at 
the racecourse gates and stable hands. Above all, he was an 
unashamed Catholic man whose life and values were what one 
would expect from his strong Irish Catholic background.
On Monday 7 September Bart was accorded, by New South 
Wales, a State Funeral - with all the trimmings - at St Mary’s 
Cathedral in Sydney. Archbishop Anthony Fisher was the main 
celebrant for the enormous crowd of people from every walk 
of life.
Not to be outdone, the Victoria Racing Club decided to have 
a Commemorative Service on the following Saturday, 12th 
September, at Flemington Racecourse, the scene of so many 
of Bart’s triumphs, including the incomparable 12 Melbourne 
Cups.
It was held in the Mounting Yard at the racecourse. Bart’s family 
were the honoured guests (though Bart’s wife Valmae was not 
well enough to come). Several hundreds of invited celebrities 
were present as well as many of the racing public.
The service began with a Parade of Jockeys wearing the colours 
of the Cup winners. 
This was followed by prayer and a beautiful reading from the 
scripture of St. Timothy:  “As for me, the hour has come for me to 
be sacrificed; the time is here for me to leave this life. I have done 
my best in the race, I have run the full distance and I have kept the 
faith. And now there is waiting for me, the prize of victory awarded 
for a righteous life, the prize which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give me on that Day – and not only to me, but to all those who 
wait with love for him to appear.”
Bart’s son, successful trainer himself, Anthony Cummings, 
paid a moving tribute from the family to his father. He told the 
story from the angle of a dad, a husband, a grandfather and 
grandchildren. It was a fascinating tale.
Tributes were excellent and delivered by:
(a) one of Australia’s best broadcasters Greg Miles;   
(b) Wendy Green from Darwin, part owner of 1999 Melbourne 

Cup winner Rogan Josh; 
(c)  former jockey & Melbourne Cup winner John Marshall; and 

(d) one of the great Australian story tellers of racing Les 
Carlyon A.M.

All speakers paid beautiful tribute to the many personal 
qualities of Bart, as well as to his extraordinary record of 
success.
For the record, apart from the 12 Melbourne Cup wins, Bart won 
the Victoria Derby 5 times, Oaks Stakes 9 times, Newmarket 
Handicap 8 times, Australia Cup 13 times, Lightning Stakes 
7 times, Caulfield Cup 7 times W.S. Cox Plate 5 times and the 
Golden Slipper 4 times.
His most famous horses were Dayana, Taj Rossi, Leilani, Light 
Fingers, Lord Dudley, Hyperno, Beau Zam, Let’s Elope and 
possibly Bart’s favourite champion, Saintly (appropriate at this 
time?).

The memorable Commemorative Event finished with prayer 
for all in the racing community.
The morning commemoration concluded with the release, 
in Bart’s famous coloursof green& gold) of 268 birds –one for 
each of Bart’s Group One wins.
The VRC should be proud of the morning  which was covered 
on TV. The worked very hard to make it all a true celebration of 
a unique life.
I was fortunate to be asked to lead the Service, which I gladly 
did, replacing the official Chaplain of Victoria Racing, Fr 
Brendon Dillon, who had a wedding service on the same day 
and time.
I met a large crowd of racing celebrities including former 
broadcaster John Russell and Pat lalor, long serving Chief 
Steward of Victorian racing.
“The Melbourne Cup’s ultimate hero turned out  not to be a 
horse but a man.” Les Carlyon, Herald Sun Monday 31 August 
2015.
Rest in peace Bart – you will be truly missed by all.
Fr. Kevin Mogg
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We offer our condolences 
to all those in our community 
who have experienced the loss 

of a loved one. 

May it comfort you to know 
your community holds you in 

their prayers and hearts.

 

A Blessing
Who amongst us hasn’t had to agonise over this 
most difficult of decisions, then wondered for 

days (or more) later, 
What if…? 

If if should be…

If it be that I grow frail and weak,
And pain should wake me from my sleep,

Then you must do what must be done,
For this last battle can’t be won.

You will be sad -- I understand,
Don’t let your grief then stay your hand.

For this day, more than all the rest,
Your love and friendship stand the test.

We’ve had so many happy years,
What is to come will hold no fears,
You’d not want me to suffer ... so

When the time comes, please let me go.

Take me where all my needs they’ll tend,
BUT STAY WITH ME UNTIL THE END.

And hold me firm and speak to me
Until my eyes no longer see.

I know in time you too will see
It is a kindness you do to me.

Although my tail its last has waved,
From pain and suffering I’ve been saved.

Do not grieve that it should be you
Who must decide this thing to do.

We’ve been so close -- we two -- these years,
Don’t let your heart hold any tears.

Anon.
contributed by Gail Gaine

Grandparents’  
Answering Machine Message

Good morning…At present we are not at home, but please 
leave your message after you hear the beep.
beeeeeppp…
If you are one of our children, dial 1 and then select the 
option from 1 to 5 in order of “birth date” so we know who 
it is.
If you need us to stay with the children, press 2
If you want to borrow the car, press 3
If you want us to wash your clothes and do ironing, press 
4
If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, press 5
If you want us to pick up the kids at school, press 6
If you want us to prepare a meal for Sunday or to have it 
delivered to your home, press 7
If you want to come to eat here, press 8
If you need money, press 9
If you are going to invite us to dinner or take us to the 
theatre, start talking…we are listening!!!!!!!!!!

Ann Gysbert 70 years, Pauline Bushell 90 years.

Shirley, Mary, Teresa, Val

Dina, Ann, Cathie

Sirley O’Brien 90 years
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“The Art of Belonging
It’s not WHERE you live, it’s How you live –”

Hugh Mackay

This is the Title of one of Hugh McKays’ books and well 
worth reading.

“The Mastermind: 
The One and Only “Bart” Cummings A.M.”
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THE EVERGREENS’
Report

MORNING MELODY

Cliff & Marg Anderson with Margaret Curry

Betty, Anne ‘Abba’ Roma, Emily, Barbara

Roma Canty & Barb McGowan with granddaughter

The work of Christmas
When the song of angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
 To find the lost,
 To heal the broken,
 To feed the hungry,
 To release the prisoners,
 To rebuild the nations,
 To bring peace among people,
 To bring Christ to all,
 To make music in the heart.

There is a lovely story in Parish history about a gentleman, 
a bit bewildered after some days of having people arrive at 
his door each evening with dinner for him and the children, 
when his wife was unexpectedly hospitalized – Asked on 
the third evening “Who are you anyway?”

Well, no need to wonder who The Evergreens are – read on!

THE EVERGREENS
The Evergreens evolved under the Parish Care Banner 35 years 
ago, to provide support and social interaction for our senior 
parishioners.

As our membership grew and the needs of the members 
increased, we became a separate identity with many members 
joining from outside the Parish. We have approximately 60 
people on our list, which includes the twenty Support Team 
members.

We have a loyal group from the Parish, including the Parish 
House staff to call on when extra help is required.

We provide transport to and from our meetings and when 
needed, visitation to members at home, hospital and care 
residences.

We have a special Mass on the last Friday of the month, 
followed by morning tea in the Parish House, usually with a 
guest speaker or entertainer.

An Almanac detailing news, gossip etc., is prepared for each 
meeting and a copy is forwarded to any member unable to be 
present to keep them informed.

We also have a monthly social activity – most times a bus 
outing somewhere – See Calendar.

We have also have a trip away once a year of 3-4 days to various 
places of interest. The 2016 trip will be to the Grampians.

Another highlight will be the Christmas Party at Dorset 
Gardens Hotel to round off the year. Some members have also 
been pleased to attend a Healthy Lifestyle Program and also 
IPAD lessons at the Library.

This year on three separate occasions, we have been guests at 
Aquinas College for an afternoon tea and a chance to interact 
with the students.

We support ‘Very Special Kids’ using proceeds from a small 
raffle held at each meeting.

On our bus outings we have been pleased to have guests from 
St Anne’s and St Gerard’s together with members of other 
community groups through the Healthy Ageing Network.

You are most welcome to join us for any events.

For further information please call Shirley 9870 1396 or Jean 
9876 2204.
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Gabrielle Dwyer  70th 

Gwen Eccles  80th  

 

 

 

 

Special Birthday

Dame Nellie Melba’s 
Coombe Estate

Brenda and Peggy

Dina

Gabrielle

Becky Sinclair
90 years!

EVERGREENS
CALENDAR
January thru May 2016

JANUARY 29th  MASS, MEETING & MORNING TEA
FEBRUARY 19th  FERRY TO WILLIAMSTOWN 
 ($18.00 + Bus)
FEBRUARY 26th  MASS, MEETING & MORNING TEA
MARCH 7th-10th  GRAMPIANS
MARCH 18th  MASS OF ANNOINTING, 
 MEETING & MORNING TEA
APRIL 15th  GARDENWORLD
APRIL 19th  MASS, MEETING & MORNING TEA
MAY 13th  GOLD MUSEUM, 
 TREASURY BUILDING 
 $7.00 + Bus
MAY 27th MASS, MEETING & MORNING TEA
JUNE 10th  LUNCH AT RINGWOOD CLUB



DECEMBER 2015 7

The Joy of Confession – 
A Joyous Gift 
And
How to Accept it.
This is written especially for those who may have difficulty 
in going to Confession, because of fear, embarrassment or 
whatever reason.  If it helps bring or return even one person to 
the sacrament its publication will be well worthwhile.
Penance or Reconciliation is a gentle and joyous sacrament.  
There is no reason to be fearful, embarrassed or otherwise 
hesitant. Rather there is every reason to welcome and enjoy 
this wonderful gift from God.
Confession is easy.  Confession is simple.  Confession brings 
joy.  A good Confession, especially after being long away from 
the sacrament, can give one a tremendous feeling of relief, 
happiness and love of God in his goodness and mercy.
Your Confession can bring joy even to Heaven itself.  Jesus said: 
“I tell you, there will be likewise more joy in Heaven over one 
repentant sinner than over ninety-nine righteous people who 
have no need to repent”. (Luke 15:7)
Are your sins too terrible to confess, or to be forgiven?  There 
are no such sins.  No sins are too terrible to confess.  None is too 
terrible to be forgiven.  The priest has heard them all before.  
And, if they are confessed freely and contritely he will give you 
God’s forgiveness and blessing.
The purpose for Confession is not to punish but to forgive.  The 
priest is there to represent a loving, understanding, helping 
and forgiving God.
The Sacrament of Penance was given to us by our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ after his Resurrection.  He said to his 
Apostles and to all who follow them as priests of his Church:” 
Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone’s sins , they are 
forgiven.  If you retain anyone’s sins they are retained”, (John 
20:22-23)
With absolution or forgiveness given by God through his priest, 
we also receive an infusion of the grace of his Holy Spirit, with 
his love, guidance, strength, - and joy – to help us in our daily 
lives.
What a precious and wonderful sacrament!   What a glorious 

gift!  What a blessing to treasure and use in this life , to bring us 
safely into the eternal happiness of the next!
It is well to start preparing for Confession by slowly and 
reverently saying the Lord’s Prayer and asking the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit to help us to remember the sins of thought, 
word, action or omission, especially the serious sins we have 
committed since our last Confession.
If you have real difficulty in reviewing your sins and deciding 
which should be confessed, you could explain that to the 
priest and ask him to help you.
After leaving the Confessional say your penance right away, 
give thanks to God in your own way for his love and forgiveness, 
and ask for his help and that of his Blessed Mother, your patron 
saint and guardian angel in making your future life pleasing to 
God.  When the priest forgives you, then God acting through 
his priest, has forgiven you.  Your sins have been completely 
wiped out, forgotten.
A good rule to set your self is Confession each month and 
frequent Holy Communion.
Confession should be comfortable.  An option in many 
Churches is “face to face” Confession for those who prefer not 
to use the screen to remain anonymous.
Never neglect this great Sacrament of God’s mercy and love: 
make it a regular discipline.  If you have difficulty with it, ask a 
good priest for help and guidance.
Soul Magazine March – April 1996
Thank you to Carmel Hill for providing this timely article as we 
launch the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MARGARET & CLIFF ANDERSON 

ON 65 YEARS OF MARRIAGE  
This wonderful couple recently celebrated 

65 Years of marriage!
I am reliably informed that we will be receiving 

photo’s of the well deserved celebration to 
mark this milestone.

I look forward to publishing their story next edition.



8 DECEMBER 2015

   Home Loans
   Commercial Loans
   Business Loans
   Reverse Mortgages
   Personal Loans
   Car and Truck Loans
   Debt Consolidation Loans
   Loans for Self Employed

0409 555 333 - 1300 FOX 804
james@redfoxfin.com.au   www.redfoxfin.com.au

Red Fox Finance Pty Ltd ABN 75 092 727 725 
Regulated by ASIC under Australian Credit Licence Number 461831

 
 
 

 
 

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every 
row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the 
digits 1-9, without repeating any.



The chapel of St-Peter-on-the-Wall is a 
rather lonely building, but we understand 
that it is still in regular use.  Apart from a 
small outbuilding it appears to be the only 
building in the world as you approach along 
the unmade path from the unsurfaced car 
park (well it was unsurfaced in 1973).
It is likely that it was built by St Cedd 
somewhere around 660AD, and used some 
of the building material available in the 
walls of the old Roman fort on that site 
at Bradwell-on-Sea. Not always used as a 
church (the brickwork on the side indicates 
that it was probably used as a barn at some 
stage) it was re-consecrated in 1920, and 
now has a Grade 1 Heritage listing.
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Forget the Cathedrals, 
These Churches are Interesting!
Cathedrals are usually awe-inspiring, grandiose, and generally exuberant in their architecture.  They demand attention, and, having 
gained it, coyly invite one in suggesting eye-delighting grandeur will be available.  Such expectation is seldom disappointed.
But there are other churches which intrigue the mind, although their appearance may be somewhat pedestrian, or maybe even 
rundown.  Here are three such churches.  St Peter’s at Bradwell-on-Sea (isolated and venerable), St Andrew’s at Greensted (also old, 
with a side dish of quaint and cute) and Holy Spirit (yes!) in Kyoto (surprise).

Dradwell-on-Sea, UKDradwell-on-Sea, UK

When all the religious buildings in sight 
appeared to be temples of one variety or 
another, the sign declaring we were at the 
entry to the Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
came as somewhat of a surprise.  We were, 
after all, in Japan.
This is not an old building, but was, in 1993, 
part of a parish which would be slowly 
accumulating its facilities, and modifying 
what it already had.  It is therefore no 
surprise that current images of the church 
building (street view, Google Earth) should 
differ from those we photographed in 1993.  
At that time we were unable to stay long 
and there was no-one to speak to, so we 
just wandered inside to look at the church 
building.  The interior of the church was 
quite impressive, with a beautiful image of 
the Holy Spirit (as fount of knowledge ?) on 
the well-lit wall behind the altar.

Dradwell-on-Sea, UKKyoto, Japan



Jesuit Communications Christmas Raffle
 

 SOCIETY OF JESUS IN VICTORIA
JESUIT COMMUNICATIONS CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 2015

Draw date: Tues 8 December, 2015 at 11.00 a.m. Venue: Jesuit Communications, 20 The Vaucluse, Richmond, Victoria 3121

First prize: $7,500 Visa Gift Card 
Contact Details: Raffle Coordinator. Telephone: 1300 72 88 46. Email: raffle@jesuit.org.au
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Greensted, UK
St Andrew’s church, Greensted (near 
Chipping Ongar, in Essex) has been much 
restored,  modified, and added to over the 
centuries, but a major component of the 
old church still standing dates from about 
1030, give or take a couple of decades.  The 
original walls of the nave were of oak logs 
standing on their ends, forming a sort of 
pallisade.  The rotten ends have been cut 
off, and the logs replaced, allowing this 
church to lay claim to being the oldest 
Stave Built building in Europe.
Apart from the large stained glass window 
behind the altar, a feature of the church is 
the carving in the bracing of the church 
roof timbers.  Infills such as this are (in our 
experience) seldom seen.
Toward the rear of the nave, on the far 
side from the current entry, there is what 
appears to be a man-made hole in the wall.  
This may be a “leper’s squint”, which allowed 
lepers, not allowed inside the church, to 
follow the service being conducted therein.  
An alternative theory is that it allowed the 
doorkeeper (the old door was apparently 
next to the hole) to see approaching 
individuals without exposing himself to the 
Essex weather.  Take your pick.

 Australian Jesuit Foundation
proud sponsor of Jesuit Communications Christmas Raffle
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Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy
Amongst the prayers from the Divine Office, that we priests 
read each day is this prayer from one of the days. It is taken 
from the Prophet Isaiah –

“You have held back my life
From the pit of destruction
For you have cast all my sins
Behind your back.”

The picture is of a man carrying with him behind his back, 
evidence of the debts owed to him. Out of love and mercy 
for his debtors, he is tearing up their debt.

This is the God of the Old and New Testament, our God, a 
God of mercy and forgiveness, and mercy begins with God.

Without belief in a God of mercy, we would always be 
caught in a primitive world of revenge and “payback”, or at 
least in the practice of an “eye for an eye”.

Mercy is a gift to us from God. The realization of God’s 
mercy can come to us all of a sudden, and it can change 
our lives. Pope Francis quotes an unexpected thing that 
happened to him when he was about seventeen. He felt 
a sudden urge to go to confession. When he did, he found 
his direction in life. Through the Sacrament of Mercy, God 
was calling him to the priesthood.

Mercy is first of all a gift of forgiveness from God. As with 
Pope Francis, God’s mercy does not only forgive past 
failings, most important it can propel us forward to a new 
way of living with ourselves and with each other.

For the last thirty years I followed the practice of sitting 
in the confessional box in the parish church on Saturday 
morning. Things were often quiet, so I always had a

favourite spiritual book at hand. One day a young man 
burst into the church and the confessional. He said he had 
been “half coming” for weeks, no years. The sigh of relief 
he breathed afterward reminded me of the power of the 
Sacrament of mercy and forgiveness the Lord has given us.

If we want to be merciful and forgiving people, first learn 
to be forgiven. As Shakespeare writes in Portia’s speech - 
The quality of mercy... drops as gently rain from heaven.

We know how neglected is the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
We find many arguments to explain its neglect in our lives, 
but no justification. The Sacrament of mercy is God’s gift to 
us for all time.

All of us priests and people need to find ways to reveal, 
through the Sacrament of reconciliation, the Lord’s desire 
to tear up the debts we owe him, out of his mercy and his 
love for us. All we need to do is ask.

In the Jubilee Year of Mercy, do please make up your mind 
to go to the Sacrament of mercy and forgiveness. Those 
who know their need for forgiveness are always the most 
forgiving.

Thank you to Fr Joe McMahon for proving this beautiful 
reflection.

. Officially begins on December 8, 2015 and concludes 
on November 13, 2016.

. A jubilee year is a special year called by the church to 
receive blessing and pardon from God and remission 
of sins.  The tradition started about 700 years ago and 
26 jubilees have been celebrated since.  Of those, only 
three have been “extraordinary” (including this Year of 
Mercy).

. The official proclamation of the Extraordinary Jubilee 
Year of Mercy is called a “bull of indiction”, entitled 
Misericordiae Vultus (“The Face of Mercy”) and explains 
how in Jesus Christ, in his words and actions, the mercy 
of God has been revealed.

. At the start of the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis will open 
a special holy door at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  It will 
become “a Door of Mercy through which anyone who 
enters will experience the love of God who consoles, 
pardons, and instils hope.”   A local door of mercy will 
also be opened at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Melbourne.

. The theme for the year is : “Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful.”

A SNAPSHOT:  YEAR OF MERCY

REFLECTION...

The ‘older brother’ syndrome
Catholic writer Matthew Boudway recently wrote a clever 
little piece entitled, “The Prodigal Son, Revised Version”.  It is 
well worth reading in the lead up to the Year of Mercy:

Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way 
back, as he neared the house, he heard the sound of music 
and dancing.  He called one of the servants and asked what 
this might mean.  The servant said to him, “Your brother has 
returned and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.”

He became angry, and when he refused to enter the house, his 
father came out and pleaded with him.  He said to his father 
in reply, “Look, all these years I served you and not once did 
I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young 
goat to feast on with my friends.  But when your son returns 
who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you 
slaughter the fattened calf.  Aren’t you worried that if you treat 
him so well after the way he’s behaved, I might decide to leave?  
And where would you be then?  I’m the only one who keeps this 
place running.” 

And the father said, “My son, you have a point.  I hadn’t 
considered your position.  You’ve been loyal and steadfast.  
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EXCERPTS... 
He said what?
Here are some excerpts from Pope Francis’ Bull of 
Indiction on the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
challenging us to re-think how we witness of the mercy 
of God.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Pardoning offences becomes the clearest expression of 
merciful love…

ON BECOMING MORE EFFECTIVE SIGNS OF MERCY
“At times we are called to gaze even more attentively on 
mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of the 
Father’s action in our lives…  With our eyes fixed on Jesus 
and his merciful gaze, we experience the love of the Most 
Holy Trinity.  “God is love”  (1 Jn 4:8,16), John affirms for the 
first and only time in all of Holy Scripture.  This love has 
now been made visible and tangible in Jesus’ entire life.  His 
person is nothing but love, a love given gratuitously.  The 
relationships he forms with the people who approach him 
manifest something entirely unique and unrepeatable.  The 
signs he works, especially in favour of sinners, the poor, the 
marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant to 
teach mercy.  Everything in him speaks of mercy.   Nothing in 
him is devoid of compassion.”

ON THE PARABLES OF MERCY
“In the parables devoted to mercy, Jesus reveals the nature 
of God as that of a Father who never gives up until he has 
forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with compassion 
and mercy.  We know three parables well, three in particular:  
the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the father with two sons (cf. 
Lk 15:1-32).  In these parables, God is always presented as full 
of joy, especially when he pardons.  In them we find the core 
of the Gospel and of our faith … Pardoning offences becomes 
the clearest expression of merciful love and for us Christians, 
it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse ourselves.  
At times how hard it seems to forgive!  And yet pardon is the 
instrument placed into our fragile hands to attain serenity of 
heart   To let go of anger, wrath, violence, and revenge are 
necessary conditions to living joyfully”.

ON RETURNING TO BASICS
“Perhaps we have long since forgotten how to show and live 
the way of mercy.  The temptation, on the one hand, to focus 
exclusively on justice made us forget that this is only the first, 
albeit necessary and indispensable step.  But the Church needs 
to go beyond and strive for a higher and more important goal.  
On the other hand, sad to say we must admit that the practice 
of mercy is waning in the wider culture … without a witness 
to mercy, life becomes fruitless and sterile, as if sequestered 
in a barren desert  The time has come for the Church to take 
up the joyful call to mercy once more.  It is time to return to 
the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of our 
brothers and sisters”

You’ve always done your duty.  And no one can deny you lead 
an exemplary and objectively well-ordered life.  As far as I 
know, you’ve never spent a denarius on prostitutes.  In fact, you 
conspicuously shun them.   Let me think this over.”

Then, having thought it over, he returned to his younger son 
and said, “Ahem.  Listen, I’m afraid I may have overdone it 
earlier.  It’s true I’ve missed you, and seeing you again after 
such a long absence got me worked up  I’d like to help you 
out, I really would, but my hands are tied.  It would be unjust, 
unmerciful even, for me to pretend that your current situation 
isn’t a complete contradiction of everything I tried to teach you.  
And what would the neighbours think?  They might imagine I 
approve of prostitution and improvidence.  Even your brother 
might get the wrong idea.  No, I can’t afford a misunderstanding 
like that.  It would ruin everything.  Why don’t you come back 
after you’ve recovered the money you wasted.  Then we’ll talk.  
Until then, your brother and I wish you luck. We’ll be with you 
in spirit.

I very much agree with Boudway’s pointed and witty 
reflection.  It is spot on.  Some in our Church, these days, are 
indeed suffering.  From what?  An acute case of the ‘older 
brother’ syndrome.

Of course, anyone with any inner awareness and soul 
understands the real problem and what is at stake.  God’s 
outrageous mercy threatens us sinful creatures.  We are all 
needy creatures, and act most basically out of insufficiency.

Sadly, other beings often stand as our competitors.  They, too, 
need.  They want the same things we want.  And their gain 
seems our loss.  Not for nothing did Jean Paul Sartre, claim 
that hell was other people.  He must have met a lot of people 
infected with the ‘older brother’ syndrome….

I suggest that a lot of this is all about how ‘original sin’ connects 
with our ongoing capacity for infantile ‘rage’.  The mercy of 
the Father to the younger brother was a threat to the ‘older 
brother’ and yes – it threatens all of us!  Welcome to the ‘Good 
News’! – which is necessarily also ‘bad news’ for those whose 
hearts remained hardened.

We dare not forget that no one ever promised us that a Church 
of mercy – which confronts our burning desire to savour the 
‘sweet delights’ of resentment and self-righteousness – will be 
painless.

But we do know that the Gospel of mercy is above all a matter 
of grace.  This life of the Kingdom is not a calculus of rationality.   
Of course, it doesn’t make ‘sense’ to the older brother!  It is a 
bountiful gratuity.

Let’s be clear … this is not about wanting to change Church 
teaching.

But our hearts do need to change – and not in the direction of 
multiplying in the church any more ‘older brother’ clones than 
it has already got….

May all of us this year – myself especially – turn to the Lord 
and cleanse ourselves of the ‘older brother’ syndrome.  May 
we listen again to Jesus and learn that our God wants mercy 
not sacrifice.   (cf. Matthew 9:13)

Written by Br. Mark O’Connor fms.
Director of the Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation.
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ON MERCY AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ENCOUNTER
“There is an aspect of mercy that goes beyond the confines of 
the Church.  It relates us to Judaism and Islam, both of which 
consider mercy to be one of God’s most important attributes.  
Israel was the first to receive this revelation which continues 
in history as the source of an inexhaustible richness meant to 
be shared with all mankind.  As we have seen, the pages of the 
Old Testament are steeped in mercy, because they narrate the 
works that the Lord performed in favour of his people at the 
most trying moments of their history  Among the privileged 
names that Islam attributes to the Creator are “Merciful and 
Kind”.  This invocation is often on the lips of faithful Muslims 
who feel themselves accompanied and sustained by mercy in 
their daily weakness.  They too believe that no one can place 
a limit on divine mercy because its doors are always open … 
I trust that this Jubilee year celebrating the mercy of God will 
foster an encounter with these religions and with other noble 
religious traditions;  may it open us to even more fervent 
dialogue so that we might know and understand one another 
better; may it eliminate every form of closed-mindedness 
and disrespect, and drive out every form of violence and 
discrimination.”

For Those Who’ve Come Across the Sea-
Justice for Refugees and Asylum Seekers
The Australian Catholic Bishops 2015 – 2016 Social 
Justice Statement 
Vincent Long Van Nguyen – Auxiliary Bishop of 
Melbourne 
Chairman, Australian Catholic Social Justice Council
This Statement was developed in response to the longstanding 
divisions in Australian society over asylum seekers, particularly 
those who have arrived by sea.  We Australians have rightly 
felt appalled at the dangers that refugees experience on their 
journeys, but we seem to have come to believe that harshness 
and rejection will be enough to deter desperate people from 
their flight to safety.
Yet the presence of boat people proves that Australia cannot 
insulate itself from the worldwide movement of people.  Every 
boat we intercept, every child we detain, is a reminder that we 
can be part of the problem or part of the solution.  While we try 
to bar our doors, millions are fleeing and dying – Rohingyas, 
Syrians, Hazaras and Somalis, to name only a few.
For me, the desperate plight of refugees is particularly 
poignant because I came to Australia as a boat person, 
fleeing as a teenager from Vietnam.  I experienced communist 
oppression and I saw how tyranny and cruelty can leave 
people with no choice but to seek refuge elsewhere, in any 
way possible.
That personal history was one reason why I chose for my 
motto as a bishop the evocative words of Jesus to his disciples, 
Duc in Altum – ‘Put out into the deep’(Luke 5:4).  His words to 
his companions were a challenge to encounter new horizons 
to go where they might not have dared, to seek grace where 
they had not found it before.  That is the journey and the hope 
of all asylum seekers. 
I believe that those words of Jesus also challenge Australians 
to make a similar journey – to dare to accept the gifts that 
we have come to fear or reject.  And there are many gifts that 
refugees have brought to Australia, not only as scientists, 
doctors, teachers and artists, but as ordinary people whose 
talents and energy have enriched our society
Australia rose to the challenge in the past with its generous 
embrace of migrants and refugees.  It proved itself especially 
courageous during the Indochinese exodus and accepted an 
unprecedented number of Asian refugees.  Australia changed 
for the better as it always has with each successive wave of 
new arrivals.  Australia is what it is today because of their 
determination and drive for a better future.  We honour the 
legacy of this great nation not by excessive protectionism, 
isolation and defence of our privilege at all costs.  Rather, we 
make it greater by our concern and care for asylum seekers in 
the spirit of compassion and solidarity that has marked the 
history of our country from its beginning.
With the increasing global movement of peoples and our 
nation’s fearful response, it is timely for us to reflect on this 
important issue of the day.  I highly commend this Statement 
to you and I pray that it will lead us to work for acceptance, 
justice and dignity for refugees and asylum seekers.
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference is the permanent 
assembly of the bishops of our nation and the body through 
which they act together in carrying out the Church’s mission 
at a national level.  The ACBC website at www.catholic.org.
augives a full list of Bishops Conference commissions as well 
as statements and other items of news and interest.

For Those Who’ve Come Across the Seas
God of mercy, help me to remember:
My ancestors came across the seas!
Help me keep in my mind
Those who came long ago
And those who now come to our shores.

As I face you in prayer, God of Compassion,
I remember my country’s words:
Send them back or Stop the boats.
Then I  fear,not your anger
But the steady gaze of boundless love
and unlimited compassion
That impel me to hear Jesus’ command:
Love one another, as I have loved you
Or Pope Frances’ call to open our hearts
To a universal communion
Which excludes nothing and no one.

Daring to step into such relationship, I pray
For those forced to leave family, home and all they hold dear;
May they find safe passage and helping hands.
I pray for an end to the wars and oppression 
that forced them to leave;
I pray that those who welcome them are blessed in abundance.

And with deep humility and a heart hungry for justice,
I pray that we Australians, citizens and leaders,
Open our eyes, our minds and our hearts
That we may see, understand and welcome our brothers and sisters.

May our change of heart penetrate to our beginnings
As strangers in this land.
May we allow those we displaced - 
the First People of this land – to welcome us.
Then knowing, in humility, what it is to be welcomed,
We will know how to welcome the strangers who come to our shores.

This we ask in the name of Jesus your Son,
In whom we are no longer strangers.  Amen.
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~ PARIS ~

Dr Bronwyn Lay worked as a lawyer in Melbourne before moving to France where she now works as an legal 
consultant for international NGOs. She is also the creative director of the Dirt Foundation and her book Juris 
Materiarum: Empires of Earth, Soil, and Dirt will be released in early 2016. 

We gratefully acknowledge Eureka Street  for their generosity in allowing us to reprint this article. 
 I urge you all to visit www.eurekastreet.com.au and subscribe to their daily e-mails.

On 11 November I marched with fellow 
Pompier for Remembrance Day. The 
Pompier, the voluntary emergency team 
of our small village, led the parade to the 
cemetery. The names of soldiers who 
died in the world wars were read. We 
responded, ‘Died for France.’
Bataclan Theatre in ParisDespite the 
presence of dead soldiers’ relatives 
within the crowd, war seemed long ago. 
School children sang the Marseillaise. 
Their peace-filled voices echoed like 
uninterrupted innocence. I wondered, 
‘How long will these villages keep these 
ceremonies? How long do they grieve? 
When will someone decide these wars 
are too long ago or too far away, as today 
war is fought on other people’s soil?’
Two days later, after an evening at our 
local organic market, Paris was attacked. 
The news came like war does — sudden 
and violent, fracturing freedom with 

mass death. Then came declarations of 
a state of emergency and the closing of 
borders. That night my eldest daughter 
was over the border in Switzerland 
without a passport. War starts in 
increments — in the small ordinary 
worries of families.
More than any other western polity 
Europe knows war down to its bones. The 
memories of war on their soil brought a 
sobriety to the first days of this tragedy. 
French friends were not hysterical. 
They exhibited a quiet mourning and 
attempted to grapple with events.
French media didn’t bombard with hyper-
emotive images but relayed a connected 
respect for the dead and injured with 
reasoned analysis of government 
responses. State of emergency details 
were picked over to ascertain what 
they meant for freedom and whether 
they were necessary. Trauma experts 
explained how the neurology of trauma 
victims alters, making clear decision 
making impossible.
While the threshold of tolerance had 
been crossed, rather than screams, 
silence and quiet conversation pervaded, 
from the streets of Paris down to small 
villages. Candles spoke from household 
windows.
War rhetoric entered official statements 
quickly. Le Pen and Sarkozy dived 
deeper into declaring divisive politics 
alive. The nebulous war spoken about by 
politicians became inflated by imaginary 
nationalism rather than quiet resignation 
to state necessity.
‘The problem’, aptly summarised by 
Catherine Malabou, ‘is how to fight 
democratically against non-democratic 
attacks and movements ... ISIS is trying 
to trap Western democracies into their 
own contradictions. Very clever and very 
dangerous.’
After eight years in France I join many in 
anger and desire that vital freedoms are 
protected from violence. However the 
necessity of military force to stop death 
cults invading ordinary freedom, in part, 
originates from French involvement with 
the violence in Syria, and a complex web 
of political interventions and cruelties 
beyond here.
When they woke to the news on 

Saturday, my kids felt French. They 
believed they belong to a culture under 
attack for its reason, traditions and laicite 
— not merely it’s military interventions. 
My two eldest could have been at the 
targeted events, which weren’t sites 
of traditional political significance or 
obvious ideology like Charlie Hebdo, 
but places of diversity, art, football, and 
conversation. The neighbourhoods 
targeted are where the artists, thinkers, 
writers and creatives live. Not the 
wealthy, powerful and homogenous.
Strategic targeting of ordinary places 
makes any resultant declaration of 
war fuzzy. What does this mean? An 
extension of the monolithic war on 
terror? More attacks on Iraq and Syria? 
Does France descend into a bolt-hole of 
closed borders and military permeation 
of everyday life?
The choice of targets, unfortunately, 
could easily mobilise a population to 
assent to more war. Whether in Syrian, 
Beirut or Kenyan bombings, war disrupts 
the ordinary to the point of intolerability.
War morphs to take different forms. 
Now there’s no such thing as a civilian. 
The externalised enemy dissolves into 
fused geographies and unclear cultural 
demarcations. The morning after the 
attacks, at the large markets in a nearby 
town, military police walked through 
streets with massive, alert guns. Beside 
them, stalls sold chevre frais and hijabs 
in equal measure.
My youngest ran past the soldiers 
without noticing. Is this how we 
habituate ourselves to war? Do soldiers 
and perpetrators walk amongst us 
to mark ordinary activities as the 
battlezone? In other places, the territory 
of war shifted into the ordinary a long 
time ago. Now, it’s here.

Homeless, Paris
 
I leave the airport shuttle at La Place 
de la Chappelle,
fresh slush spattering my bags 
dragged along the rough trottoir
where men in drab clothes swarm 
and throng, emanate a seething 
hum
somewhere on a scale between 
chagrin and hopelessness.
 
Lone men stand at street corners, 
look on with apathetic eyes,
shabby men from everywhere and 
nowhere, and beyond.
Their tattered, mud-stained tents are 
massed beneath the overpass,
misshapen globes the varicose, 
bruised colour of unhealthy veins.
 
They make me think of tulip bulbs, 
caught between the seasons’ 
change —
too late for summer’s plenitude, too 
early for the spring.
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Engelados (Earthquakes)
Where the seams of the earth
start to bulge and strain,
something seeks to escape.
When the intricate fabric
rends from within
civilisation’s fragile veneer,
or molten energy is forced
through geology’s
complex laminate,
sometimes bile rushes out
in torrents of lava,
fountains of cinders;
sometimes the dark
bird of discord is loosed,
to circle massif and savannah,
inciting acts of mayhem,
orgies of slaughter.
But sometimes the white
bird of hope is released
and the tears it weeps
restore something like order.

Bronwyn Lay

During this year at Holy Spirit we have 
held a knitting club during lunchtimes 
on Wednesday.  Our vision was to knit 
squares that would be stitched together 
to make blankets for St Vincent de Paul.  
The group began with teachers and 
support staff sharing their time to teach 
or support many students in knitting.  As 
time progressed we welcomed Marie, 
grandmother to the Prete family.  Marie 
joined us every Wednesday to also share 
her expertise and help us out.  

Some children also began knitting at 
home with their grandparents and would 
bring knitted squares in to add to our 
growing collection.   In addition to this 
we also received some beautiful Italian 
woollen squares that were donated by 
a clothing business.  These squares were 
used as samples and would usually be 
thrown out when no longer needed.  
These squares have now been lovingly 
stitched together by Shirley Grahan of 
Holy Spirit parish to create two beautiful 
warm blankets.

The squares that have been produced 
by our knitting group have also been 
stitched together to create warm 
blankets.  This was done by volunteers 
and residents of Gracedale.  Through 
partnering with Gracedale Nursing 
Home we now have three beautiful 
blankets that we will give to St Vinnies to 
distribute to people in our community.

This has been a rewarding activity 
involving our school community and the 
wider community including families and 
Gracedale.  The outcomes celebrated are 
not only the blankets that are going to 
those in need, but also the Holy Spirit 
community coming together to do 
something to give others. 

We look forward to continuing this 
group in 2016.

“For when two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I among them”  

Matthew 18:20

Michelle Worcester
Religious Education Leader

An act of social justice at 
Holy Spirit School

History illustrates the equation of 
justifying invading everyday lives 
due to an attack on those lives, can 
lead to a fascist infinity. In the context 
of war sites being intimate civilian 
activities, declarations of war seem like 
a replication of the cause dressed as a 
solution.
The most powerful post on Facebook 
in the last few days was the poem by 
Warsan Shire:
later that night
i held an atlas in my lap
ran my fingers across the whole
world
and whispered
where does it hurt?
it answered
everywhere
everywhere
everywhere
On Friday night the French imaginary 
of war altered, but not the grief and 
trauma of its violence. The thought I had 
on Remembrance Day forgot repetitions 
of world history. ‘Lest we forget’ that this 
country, like others, painfully knows 
war down to its inherited cellular and 
quotidian levels. Grief and hurt pervades 
the people.
Whether it’s at war or not, it’s an 
historical, difficult and reluctant 
moment for the French people.

http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.
aspx?aeid=45723#.Vk6AkmXYOcI.email

http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.
aspx?aeid=45712#.Vk6A4HUzE0Y.email
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Look at all of these beautiful young 
people who had their first introduction to 
Reconciliation in November.

The Spirit is Alive...
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Launch of Pope Francis’ Jubilee Year of Mercy
On the last Sunday evening in November the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy was launched at Holy Spirit  by Bishop Mark Edwards with a 
Community Mass & Dinner .
Bishop Mark was ably assisted by three of our previous parish Priest - 
Fr Allan , Fr Eugene, Fr Linnus and several of their brother priests.
Several hundred people attended and after the Mass shared in a truly 
great Community time eating the beautiful food and chatting about 
the year ahead.
Thank you to those in our community who work so very hard to 
provide us with wonderful events like this.
Don’t forget - The Jubilee Year of Mercy has just begun - 
What will you make it mean for you?
Happy Christmas to all!
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Children’s Liturgy is included as part of 
our 6.00pm Saturday night Mass and 
10.30am Sunday morning Mass. Children 
of all ages are welcome to participate 
and attendance is strongly encouraged 
whilst children are preparing for 
sacraments. Parents and teachers from 
our parish lead the children in a version 
of the weekend’s readings and gospel 
which is targeted to their understanding. 
The children participate in meditation 
and prayer and complete an activity 
sheet and/or colouring in sheet. New 
children are always warmly welcome to 
participate. Parents of young children 
are welcome to accompany their child 
to Children’s Liturgy until they feel 
comfortable attending by themselves.

Adult leaders are always needed to help 
with this vital and important ministry 
to assist our younger members of the 
community. Leaders are rostered on 
usually once or twice a term. We would 

love to hear from anyone who would 
be interested in becoming a new leader 
to assist with our 2016 program. If 
you are interested or would like more 
information, please contact Michelle 
Sherriff on 9876-3717 or through email 
michellemsherriff@yahoo.com.au

Please note a Working with Children 
check must be undertaken.

Thank you to all of our Children’s Liturgy 
leaders who have very generously given 
their time and assistance throughout 
2015; your work and dedication is very 
much appreciated. And a very big 
thank you to our Children’s Liturgy Co-
ordinator, Sue Wallace, who has given 
so much of her time and energy to 
preparing lessons, photocopying activity 
sheets and ensuring our 2015 program 
was implemented smoothly, thank you 
very much Sue, we appreciate all you 
have done for the children of Holy Spirit. 

Children’s Liturgy
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On the 11th day of the 11th month we 
gathered as a school to remember those 
who fought at war. We commenced by 
having students read a few words about 
the fighters at war. We then  lowered 
the flag to half mast as a sign of respect 
for those who fought for us. One of our 
teachers, Danielle read the Flanders 
Field poem  and we were ready to lay the 
wreath. Two of the School leaders took up 
a wreath that each class had contributed 
to the making of. We officially opened 
our Memorial Garden, with the centre 
piece being a descendant tree from 
the Lone Pine. This is a very special 
garden and it is something that will be 
significant to Holy Spirit Community for 
years to come. We played the Last Post as 
a sign of respect and then had a minute 
of silence. At the conclusion of the Last 
Post we raised the flag back to the top of 
the pole. Remembrance Day will be long 
remembered in our hearts and minds. 

Alannah and Rory
2 School Leaders from Holy Spirit 

REMEMBRANCE DAY
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Lyn and Kylie with Alexander, grade 4, 
Sophie, grade 2 and Hayley, grade 1, at Holy 

Spirit school Anzac Ceremony this year.
ORIGINS OF LONE PINE
Lone Pine or Plateau 400 at Gallipoli was the 
scene of a major diversionary offensive 
launched by the 1st Australian Infantry 
Division on 6 August 1915.
Turkish Soldiers had cut down all but one 
of the trees that clothed the ridge to cover 
their trenches. The ridge dominated by 
the single Allepo Pine (Pinushalepensis) 
became known as Lone Pine. In three days 
of fighting the Australians lost more than 
2000 men and the Turkish an estimated 
7000 men. Seven Victoria Crosses were 
awarded.
As far as we know two Australian soldiers 
souvenired pinecones from the ridge that 
found their way back to Australia.
Lance Corporal Benjamin Smith of the 3rd 
Battalion, whose brother was killed in the 
battle for Lone Pine Ridge, sent a cone 
home to his mother, Mrs McMullen at 
Inverell in New South Wales. Mrs McMullen 
kept the cone for 13 years before planting 
the seeds in 1928. She grew two seedlings, 
one of which she presented to the town 
of Inverell and the other to the Parks and 
Gardens section of the Department of the 
Interior in Canberra. The Duke of Gloucester 
planted this second tree at the Australian 
War Memorial in October 1934. Today it 
stands over 20 metres in height.
Sergeant Keith McDowell of the 24th 
Battalion carried a pinecone in his haversack 
until the end of the war. Upon returning 
home to Australia he gave it to his aunt, Mrs 
Emma Gray, who lived at Grassmere near 
Warrnambool, Victoria.
A decade or so later Mrs Gray planted the 
seeds and four seedlings were grown. 
One was planted in May 1933 in Wattle 
Park, Melbourne. Another at the Shrine of 
Remembrance in Melbourne and another 
at the Soldiers Memorial Hall at The Sisters. 
The last was planted in the Warrnambool 
Gardens.
CCAV’S
LONE

Looking forward to 2016
St Ignatius and I greet you: “The grace and 
love of Christ our Lord be ever your help and 
support”. 
We at Campion have been planning for next 
year and we are very happy to present you 
with our program for 2016. We are offering 
some of the same retreats as last year which 
have proven popular, and have increased 
the number of silent retreats for you to 
choose from. I have just returned from an 
invigorating Wilderness Retreat (walking in 
Wilson’s Promontory) which we will offer 
again next year. I am looking forward to four 
other days of walking with Nature during 
2016, too. 
Two other new retreats are a Men’s Retreat 
and a Retreat for the Year of Mercy. This 
last one is significant because the Pope has 
declared a Year of Mercy from 8 December 
2015 (the 50th anniversary of the closing of 
the Second Vatican Council) to 20 November 
2016. Pope Francis intends Catholics - and 
all Christians if they will - to refresh their 
faith through reflections on God’s mercy. He 
hopes that this intention will make the whole 
Church and individual Christians more active 
in their compassion towards others. 
With this message, this is the link to download 
the PDF brochure for all the CIS retreats in 
Australia. We are being mindful of the earth’s 
limited resources and only making a printed 
copy available if you request it by ringing 
Campion Centre on 03 9854 8110 or email: 
secretary@campion.asn.au. 
May you find opportunities to feel God’s 
blessings for you this Advent and Christmas 
time. I look forward to seeing you on one of 
our programs in the new year. 
Your brother in Christ, 
Fr. Iain Radvan SJ 
Director of Campion Centre

Upcoming Retreats in 
Jan - Feb 2016

Six-Day Silent Directed Retreat
Date: Sat 16 Jan, 5.30pm - Sat 23 Jan, 
9am 
Suggested donation: $770 (live-in) 

Campion Open Day in Feb 2016
Come as our guest, no charge. 
Includes Eucharist and lunch 
Date: Sunday 21 February, 
10am - 3pm 
Booking is essential.

Seasons of the Heart
Prayer afternoon with Mandy Lane
Date: Mon 8 Feb, 7 Mar, 11 Apr, 9 May, 6 
Jun, 11 Jul, 8 Aug (1pm - 3pm) 
Suggested donation: $25/session

Darkness & Light Retreat
(6 day, Silent, individual-directed) 
With Margaret Claver FCJ & Jennifer 
Sanders RSJ 
Date: Fri 12 Feb, 5.30pm - Fri 19 Feb, 
9am 
Suggested Donation: $770 (live-in)/
$535 (live-out) .   

Our mailing address is:
Campion Centre of Ignatian Spirituality 
99 Studley Park Road , Kew, VIC 3101
http://campion.asn.au
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Holy Spirit Community Fete
120 Oban Road
North Ringwood, Vic. 3134
fete@holyspiritparish.org.au
 

 

A history of Holy Spirit Fete 

 

Year Fete President Parish Priests 

1981-1983 Helen Konynenburg Fr Kevin Mogg 

1984-198 Moon Houston Fr Kevin Mogg 

199?-199 Peter Manassa Fr Kevin Mogg 

1994-2003 Shane Healey Fr Kevin Mogg 

199?-200 Graham Cuffe Frs Kevin Mogg, Allan Mithen 

2005-2008 Paul Murphy Frs Mithen, Eugene San 

2009-2014 Dale Sebire Frs Eugene, Leenus, Joe 
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The lovely kind-hearted children of Holy Spirit recently 
volunteered their time to participate in our Junior Masterchef 
afternoon. With the most amazing turn-out of 80 children 
and many, many parents, older siblings and grandparents 
to help, we baked choc balls, decorated reindeer biscuits, 
made Christmas tree decorations and created lollipop 
reindeers all of which will be packaged up into hampers for 
St Vinnie’s families in need. With Christmas carols playing in 
the background and everybody working together for a great 
cause, it was an amazing way for the children to demonstrate 
their care and concern for others in our community, especially 
at Christmas time. A very big thank you to everybody who 
contributed to the success of the afternoon, especially to Tina, 
Mary and Kerry who worked tirelessly to prepare and organise 
all the activities.

Junior Masterchef; 
Baking for St Vinnie’s!
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Women’s Tours to Italy & Beyond…. 
 A wonderful fully escorted tour for women  

Up Close & Personal in Provence, France.  

Join tour leaders Faye Humphris  and Rose  Stout in Nice, France 
and travel through the beautiful region of Provence for 16 nights.  

departing 26th May 2016.   
Call Rheom Travel on 9899 5366  

for further information  and to secure your place on the tour.    
Spaces limited to 8. 

An African Experience  
Escorted Small Group Tour 

Sabi Sand Private Game Reserve - Victoria Falls, 
Zambia - Chobe National Park - Cape Town 

12 Days / 11 Nights   03 August - 14 August 2016 
Hosted By: Edwina Mallia from Rheom Travel  

 
Join tour leader Edwina Mallia in exploring the unique wildlife 

& beautiful African scenery whilst staying in luxury 
accommodations throughout your adventure.    

Call Rheom Travel on 9899 5366  for further information and 
to secure your place on the tour.    Spaces limited to 14 max.  

Rheom Travel for all your travel requirements from Group Touring, Independent Travel, Cruising & Flights.   
Earlybird Airfare’s & Cruise special’s now available contact us for further details or to book please call 9899 5366 

www.rheomtravel.com.au  

Without a Travel Agent you’re on your own  

So much preparation goes into the fete, and yet it is over 
so quickly. 
The day after the fete, “Fete Boxing Day”, we may well 
be tired and sore, but gee, we all had a great time, and 
achieved a great deal – around $70K raised and more 
importantly over 10,000 people visited our place and felt 
welcomed.
I thank each and every one for you for your great efforts 
and contributions on the day.
More importantly, I thank God for letting his Spirit rest 
upon us and blessing us so richly:
•	 by	 bringing	 us	 all	 together	 and	 giving	 us	 the	

opportunity to meet each other’s family, friends and 
neighbours.

•	 with	smiles	and	hugs	as	we	reunite	with	old	friends.
•	 with	 a	 beautiful	 country	 where	 we	 can	 safely	 and	

peacefully enjoy such a gathering.

•	 with	 the	 joy	 of	 bringing	 home	 happy,	 exhausted	
children, with a trove of “treasures” who have spent 
their day well.

•	 with	 the	 people	 who	 have	 been	 here	 since	 the	
beginning and those who experienced the Holy 
Spirit Community fete for the first time - be it because 
they have recently moved to the community or be it 
because they are but babes in arms.

•	 with	 amazing	 grandparents	 –	 especially	 those	 who	
are not parishioners – who work so hard, for their 
grandchildren and continue so beautifully to parent 
us, their own children.

Personally, I feel so blessed to be just a little part of a big 
day and a big family.  I cherish the time together and 
most especially, all my companions on the journey.

Giving thanks for Holy Spirit Fete 2015
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My Father…
My name is Barry Heath and further to the article about our 
father that my brother David published in last month’s Spirit 
Magazine, I would like to add the following … My mother (Jean) 
was dad’s first wife, and I, their only child. My parent’s marriage 
lasted only 3 years as my mother died in tragic circumstances. 
At the time of her death, my mother was still in her 20’s, I was 3, 
and as you can imagine, my father was devastated.
Happily, within a couple of years, Dad found another partner. 
David’s mother Gwen, who he married and spent the rest of his 
life with. They had 5 children, David being the eldest.
I have several very clear memories of my father and I would 
like to share some of them with you.
In the mid 1940’s I am sure you all appreciate that things were 
a little different to what they are today. In those days, when 
a new song arrived on the hit parade, it was normal for it’s 
Sheet Music to be released at the same time, It could then, 
immediately be played by any musician capable of reading the 
music and playing it. (If some needed a little practice before 
doing so, so-be-it).It was a common occurrence for people 
to gather around the piano and join in together singing the 
latest song by Bing Crosbie, Frank Sinatra etc. etc. My father 
was a man of many talents not the least of which was as an 
extremely talented musician. As a consequence, he was 
always in great demand at any social gathering where there 
was a piano. He had an extraordinary ability to hear a tune just 
once, then simply play it. (No Sheet Music required). On this 
particular occasion, dad and several of his fire-brigade work-
mates were having a bit of a ‘Knees-Up’ at our place. I was very 
young and meant to be in bed, but I had managed to sneak 
out  in my pyjamas to a spot alongside my dad to his left while 
he belted out tune after tune. I can’t vouch for my age, but I 
was very young. My eye line was at exactly the same height 
as the white keys on the piano’s key-board and I was no more 
than a foot away from dad while he was seated at the piano. 
Dad just finished playing a tune and decided to have a short 
break before the next one. This meant that he had a sip of beer 
out of his glass and a suck on a fag that was smoldering away 
near his right hand. He picked up the glass again, looked at me 
and said “I thought you were supposed to be in bed!” He then 
put down his glass, looked back at me and winked. (You have 
just got to love that sort of a dad!). Just then, a fireman came 
across with a piece of sheet music for a new hit song. “How’s 
about playing this for us Fred!’. Dad barely glanced at the sheet 
of music in front of him and started playing. The fire-man then 
came back and said to dad, “Try this then!”.Whereupon, he 
reached across and turned the sheet of music upside down. 
Dad just kept playing!
Dad excelled at almost anything he attempted. Be it sport 
– cricket, aussie rules. Music – any type any time, anywhere. 
Jazz, pop, classical, it made no difference. Acadamia – Among 
other things, topping the British Empire in The Diploma of 
Graduateship of the Institute of Fire Engineers twice in the 
same year while hardly losing a mark. A feat that will probably 
never be repeated. While he had his health, in the few short 
years available to him, before the horrible sickness he died 
from started to impact on him, he was promoted to the highest 
possible positions within the various fire fighting services he 
worked in, in record time. At the time, the Fire Chief Yallourn 

Fire Station at Gippsland was probably the top job in the Fire 
Fighting services within Australia. It was the largest station in 
Australia and the one where a mistake would have the most 
severe consequences. Dad took the job and shouldered his 
responsibilities with a grin. He always excelled in whatever 
task he applied himself. And then the nightmare began.
Dad grew up with three sisters. Two of which are still 
alive. Should you go to either of them and ask about their 
brother, you will very quickly come to the conclusion that 
they absolutely adored him. I don’t know how many direct 
descendants of my father there are. To count all of the children, 
grand-children and great grand-children is a big task, too large 
for me to attempt. Nonetheless, I am sure that should you ask 
of those who knew my father. They would all say they are very 
very proud of him.
When I look at my father’s life story I have to ask myself what 
does it tell me? Firstly – We never know what the future 
will bring. Unlike in the story books where the good guy(s) 
eventually prevail(s) in real life it isn’t that way. Life isn’t fair. It 
never has been. It never will be. What can we do about that?  
You can argue around and around until you are exhausted. But, 
the answer is simple. We can only do our best and make the 
most of what we have and never ever look at another person 
and wish to walk in their shoes.
Secondly – Always strive to be your best now. Tomorrow, you 
may not have that chance.
Thirdly – Hurt no-one else. There is enough pain and sorrow 
out there.
Finally, I am taking a chance (surely an extremely small one) 
that with my response to the following question, I am able to 
answer not only for myself but also my brothers and sister – 
David - Glenys – Richard and Stephen. The question! Are you 
proud of your dad? YOU BETTER BELIEVE IT!!

FATHERS
Your father was indeed an amazing man, and it is very 
easy to see the seeds don’t fall far from the tree - I think he 
would have been equally proud of his family.
It’s responses such as these that endorses my confidence in 
the merit of this little community magazine - There are so 
many disconnected people out there that need stories like 
yours and that of your brother to know that they are a part 
of the “whole” and that being without a dad, whilst tragic 
and always difficult, is not an insurmountable hurdle in life.
It also reminds and reinforces the need for families to tell 
their stories - mine included!,
Fathers Day this year fell on my late husbands birthday as 
it so often used to and does - after reading The Spirit, we 
were discussing it with family and I told a story about our 
arrival in Brisbane in 1974. This was the year our youngest 
son was born and he said, Mum you have to write it down, 
I don’t know any of these stories!
I constantly see how all three adult children miss their 
father, and am generally at a loss to know how to fill that 
gap - your generosity in offering your story, contributes 
greatly to “ filling the gaps”.
We all know it takes a village to raise a child but we often 
forget, the child grows to adulthood with the same needs.
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(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
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Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed
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Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning 

and any odd jobs
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PROFILE ON PITCH
(Part 2)

Who are the Parish Musicians & Singers?
Lucy Angelico:  I sing soprano and joined Holy  Spirit Choir in 1998. All  my family loved to sing, especially dad who had 
an amazing tenor voice and sang Italian folk songs at every family wedding. 
I have sung with many choirs and have travelled to China and Russia with World Festival Choir, starting my first concert 
in Melbourne, with the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and Pavarotti as our soloist. With just a few terms at Melba 
Conservatory  to study theory,  my training has been with the current choir master with whom I am singing . But church 
music is always my first love and  I feel privileged to be part of Holy Spirit Choir. Many thanks to Marilyn and Maree for 
their dedication. 

Cherie Hastings: I joined Holy Spirit Parish 1986. My love of music came from my grandmother who played church 
organ. Both grandparents played and sang in concerts in country Victoria while farming in the Mallee district. I began 
piano lessons at age 8, joined various musical groups and now belong to Sing Australia. I joined Holy Spirit Choir 1987. 
I am an alto.

Joan Fisher: I joined the HSP choir after arriving in the parish in 2003. My family were all musical and I learnt the piano 
and violin. I won the Qld Music Award but gave away playing the piano to study Nursing. I have sung soprano and tenor. 
I am one of the lead singers and love singing in the choir.

Colleen Kidd: We moved to the parish in 1986. I had always enjoyed singing in choirs. I first joined the folk choir & then 
became a lead singer at the masses that did not have either choir participating. After seeing the parish choir perform 
at the 1993 Parish Variety show & the enjoyment they were having, I joined shortly after and continue to this day. The 
Parish Variety concerts were a springboard for me to perform in musical theatre & was part of my life for 12 years – not 
a bad midlife crisis pursuit! Music became an integral component of our family. My husband Geoff, a bass player, came 
out of retirement & often played in the orchestra pit for different musicals. Our children all did musical theatre & played 
instruments & our youngest son is currently playing in a band. Singing with our choir is fun with a strong sense of 
belonging. Preparing for our major liturgical events is always satisfying with everyone putting in a huge effort. I feel very 
fortunate being part of this friendly choir family. 

Jenny Philp: I have lived in North Ringwood since 1968, so have seen the parish evolve from it’s infancy in the early 
70s. I started to teach myself to play the guitar when in secondary school and joined the Holy Spirit folk group at that 
time. My involvement eased after marriage and children due to other commitments, but I always remained interested in 
the music and singing at Mass. I joined the Holy Spirit choir in 2001 and have enjoyed the opportunity to enhance our 
liturgies through music. I’ve also met some wonderful people and have made some very strong friendships through this 
ministry.

Halina Gawell: I came to HSP in 1975. I joined the choir about 15 years ago. I learnt the piano as a child. My Mum used to sing in a church choir. 
My husband and sons learnt Music.  I mainly sing with the Altos, and have recently joined Sing Australia.

Hiroko Sugimoto: My family came to Australia from Japan in 1987. I graduated from Uenogakuen University, Tokyo, 
with a major in vocals and a minor in piano. I have performed in charity concerts in Japan and Australia. I have sung at 
many occasions in Church, including weddings and funerals. I taught music at a Catholic Primary school in Tokyo and 
also taught from home. I am the conductor of a Japanese ladies choir “Yukuri Echo” and we have performed nationally 
at the Arts Centre, BMW Hall, churches and Nursing Homes. I pray that I can show non-Christians, God’s Love and Mercy 
through Music. I enjoy singing with the HSP choir.
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Beauty, Truth, Goodness
In Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, the Choral, he uses the Ode 
to Joy to express unspeakable delight in the final extraordinary 
movement where all the singers and instruments unite to 
express this wonderful human emotion. It is one of the most 
sublime of all human achievements. And Beethoven composed 
this when he was stone deaf!
In my prayer life music plays a very important part. It disposes 
my spirit to meditation on the mystery of God.
Beauty, Truth and Goodness are tightly interwoven like the 
strands of a garment. Humans have always tried to express 
their deepest feelings in painting, sculpture, dance and music.
Beauty links Truth and Goodness.
Searching for the Divine
Within the human psyche there is a desire, a yearning for the 
divine which can be expressed in beautiful music, painting or 
sculpture. This applies to every person, believer or not.
We cannot define ultimate reality which we call God, Allah or 
some other name, so we use some form of art to express what 
we mean.
Music has always been a very rich way of celebrating sacred 
events. Every culture has developed its own characteristic style 
of music to express its feelings about the mysteries that are 
beyond our ability to put into words.
The human voice was the first form of music. Drums of all kinds, 
wind and string instruments were developed.
The Australian aborigines use voice, clapping sticks and the 
unique didgeridoo. In Buddhism the monks chant Om to keep 
the mind focussed on the ultimate reality.  In Hinduism music “is 
considered to have mythological roots and is associated with 
the heavenly singers, the Gandharvas. It is considered a means 
of redemption rather than mere entertainment.” (Wikipedia) 
Judaism uses music. After the victorious crossing of the Red 
Sea, “Miriam the prophetess … took a tambourine in her 
hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines, 
dancing.” (Ex. 15:20) The ram’s horn, harp, lyre and trumpets 
were also used.
Perhaps the greatest instrument is the pipe organ, the king of 
instruments.
Forms of Music
Christianity has developed many different forms of music. 
Perhaps the most sublime is Gregorian chant, waves of sound 
unaccompanied by instruments. Gregorian chant is like the 
waves of the ocean giving a sense of mystery hidden in the 
depths. The composers of these beautiful melodies are mainly 
unknown; traditionally, all the glory went to God not to the 
composer.
Hildegard of Bingen in the twelfth century composed beautiful 
sacred music similar to Gregorian.
Polyphonic singing by choirs is also very beautiful. People like 
Palestrina in 16th century were masters of this form. Some 
wrote not just for the usual four voices but up to forty parts!  
Imagine trying to knit a jumper with forty strands instead of 

two!
I believe that composers, whether they know it or not, are 
looking for God. Their compositions show a seeking for 
ultimate beauty. Their works can move people to tears as 
they are transported into another world, a higher sphere of 
consciousness.
Classical Composers
Handel composed wonderful church music; perhaps the most 
renowned piece is his Messiah which includes the famous 
Hallelujah Chorus.
Johann Sebastian Bach was a prolific composer of sacred 
music with his many cantatas. Who could not be moved by 
the wonder of Jesus Joy of Man’s Desiring or Sheep May Safely 
Graze? These are masterpieces of sacred music. Bach had the 
ability to make the music correspond to the words by using 
major or minor keys to express suffering or exultation as in the 
St Matthew Passion.
Thousands of masses have been composed by musicians. 
These masterpieces help us to lift our souls heavenward to 
God as we go through the various parts of the mass: the Credo, 
Sanctus, Benedictus, Agnus Dei.
When I was young singing at mass was regarded as an optional 
extra, a gloss to the real thing. I would say now that music is an 
essential part of any religious ceremony.
Vatican II promoted singing for the ordinary person, popular 
music with guitars which some thought were too secular. 
However, it got people singing, hence more in touch with the 
sacredness of both the transcendent and the immanent.
Songs have become more scripture based, frequently using 
the exact words of the bible. 
Creativity
God is the ultimate creator of all things as we see in the 
extraordinary diversity of plants and animals.
God shares this gift of creativity with us exemplified in 
composers of great music.
A piece of music may begin with a motif of six or seven notes, 
repeated in different keys or inverted. Great composers can 
then select just two or three notes from the motif and play 
with them.
I enjoy sitting in my recliner and listening to classical music on 
ABC FM, marvelling at the inventiveness of the composer.
Listening in this way is like a meditation, putting me in touch 
with a higher dimension of reality.
Emotions
One of God’s greatest gifts to us is that of emotions which 
range from joy and gratitude to anger and despair. The whole 
range of human emotions is covered in music.
I’ve already mentioned the joy in Beethoven’s Choral symphony.
Perhaps Chopin was the greatest composer to express emotion. 
His Revolutionary Etude was written to show his anger at the 
brutal putdown of a revolution in his native Poland; you can 
hear the anger coming from the keys. He composed almost 
exclusively for the piano and he drew from that instrument 

SPIRITUALITY AND MUSIC
PART ONE
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all the emotions of romance, tenderness and delicacy in his 
nocturnes and waltzes. There is power in his Military Polonaise.
In his third Ballade there is a melody so delicate it’s like egg-
shell porcelain.
Death
Death which comes to everyone has prompted a lot of music, 
helping us to cope with our grief and loss. Nonbelievers also 
feel the need to express their feelings, attending mass for a 
Catholic friend or the service in a funeral parlour.
In German mythology, the Erlking is a malicious spirit who kills 
children and can only be seen and heard by children. Schubert 
put to music a poem about a man riding home in the dark with 
his son on the saddle with him. The boy hears and sees the 
Erlking and cries out to his father, “My father, my father …” in 
a very poignant voice; the father ignores him but when they 
arrive home the boy is dead. A male voice sings the three 
parts of father, son and Erlking with the piano imitating the 
galloping horse. Extraordinary emotion in just a few minutes.
Contemporary Composers
The tradition of writing music which inspires the spirit 
continues today.
Peter Sculthorpe, an Australian composer wonderfully 
describes the Australian landscape musically. Small Town is 
based on the fact that every small town has a memorial to 
those who died in war. He uses the Last Post to wonderful 
effect.
Anzac Day draws thousands of people of every persuasion to 
the dawn service every year.
Philip Glass, American, is one of those who writes repetitive 
music suitable for meditation.
John Tavener, English, 1944-2013, composed some beautiful 
spiritual music such as The Protecting Veil for cello and orchestra.
Karl Barth said, “When the angels sing for God, they sing Bach; 
but I am sure that when they sing for themselves, they sing 
Mozart – and God eavesdrops” (The Tablet, 21/28 December 
2013).

Germans are known for a lot of things. Generally people 
stereotype them as rigid, serious engineering types. But 
what most people probably don’t know about Germans 
is what they get up to after a Sunday mass. I was lucky 
enough to find out exactly what they get up to in Frankfurt, 
August this year in a cathedral named “Kaiserdom St. 
Bartholomäus”. And I must say, it was something I didn’t 
really expect.

When I arrived at the Church I was stunned at how many 
people were sitting in the pews. The Church was packed 
to the rafters, or in German “Alter! Die Kirche ist ganz 
Voll” (honestly the german need to work on their sayings, 
everything is just so direct). Anyway after the normal mass 
I went to leave. As I pushed open the 700 year old door 
that lead to the outside platz (imagine federation square 
courtyard on a summer day) I saw that everyone was still 
mingling around the Cathedral. I then realised that they 
weren’t just mingling they were all actually trying to find a 
seat at one of the many tables that had been laid outside 
the Church. The tables were lined up in rows, and beer, 
schnitzel and potatoes were being served to all of the mass 
goers! The drinks were flowing and the schnitzels were 
being whipped out super quickly. It was amazing to see 
and the food and beer were delicious. The congregation 
was thoroughly enjoying themselves and the atmosphere 
around the Cathedral was very joyous. It was a great way 
to end a Gottesdienst (Mass).

Now I’m not saying that the Germans hold better post 
mass Services than we do at Holy Spirit (The Champagne, 
cheese, crackers and NQR cooking chocolate always goes 
down a treat after Easter Saturday) but I definitely wouldn’t 
mind experiencing something similar after Church again! 
I guess the Germans need a break from the stress of die 
Autobahn and die Punktlichkeit (punctuality) once in 
awhile. I just didn’t expect it to come after a Sunday service.

Kind Regards,
Joel Holewa 

Mass at Kaiserdom Saint
Bartholomus, Frankfurt

PILATES?
OH HELL NO!

I THOUGHT YOU SAID PIE 
AND LATTES!
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Little Spirits’ Christmas Carolling Group
We’ve had a fantastic response to our Little Spirits’ 
Christmas Carolling Group this year; with 37 enthusiastic 
little carollers all ready to sing and spread some Christmas 
cheer amongst our community. Under the musical 
guidance of Andrea, Trina and Tim, our Little Spirits’ 
Carollers will have four performances, Gracedale Nursing 
Home, Blue Willows Nursing Home, our own Holy Spirit 
Carols by Candlelight and Christmas Eve 5.00pm Mass. 
Thank you to all the children, their families and our musical 
leaders for volunteering their time to create the wonderful 
Christmas spirit within our community.

Wishing you an absolutely amazing 
80th Birthday Joe!

(Amazing, just like you!)



DECEMBER 2015 35

4 SEPTEMBER 2013

L I C E N S E D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E R S

CONSIDERING SELLING?
No charges until happily sold

(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
Fax (03) 9879 5533 Mobile 0418 347 444

Ph (03) 9879 4422 Internet: www.treeby.com.au Email: treeby@treeby

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

Lawn and Garden Care
Lawn Mowing, Brush Cutting, Weeding, 

Spraying, Hedge Cutting, 
Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning 

and any odd jobs

BRIAN COFFEY
 0410 451 589

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE – AH 9876 3624

On December 17th, 2014, we welcomed 
identical twin boys into our family.  Finn 
Joseph (5lb 13oz) arrived a minute ahead 
of his little brother, Harry Valentine (5lb 
3oz).  The boys take their middle names 
from Waz and my dear grandfathers, 
Valentine Williams and Joseph Prowse.  Big 
brothers Jack and Sam were immediately 
besotted with their little brothers….even 
though they had both placed an order for 
sisters!  After 6 nights in hospital, we came 
home as a family of 6….the car was full!  
We had one night at home before Nanny 
(Maree Prowse) arrived to meet her newest 
grandchildren.  Nanny cooked, cleaned, 
shopped and acted as taxi driver for a 
recovering mummy, as well as cuddled, 
snuggled, bathed and changed our 
precious pair.  She was a godsend in those 
first few weeks.  We slowly found our feet 
managing two tiny bubbies, helped along 
by two wonderful big brothers who could 
grab a cloth or a blanket, or simply wait 
until mummy or daddy were ready to give 
them the attention they also needed.  We 
were lucky to have the support of my uncle, 
aunt and three cousins living just around 
the corner, and they have continued to be 
an amazing help to us.  We made our first 
trip “home” to Melbourne in April, when 
the boys were three and a half months old.  
It was wonderful to introduce them to the 
rest of our families, especially Waz’s mum, 
Elaine, and my grandparents. We were 
fortunate to have them Baptised at Holy 
Spirit by Fr. Joe, a special occasion to share 
with our families.  
Finn and Harry have been an absolute 

delight from the moment they entered the 
world.  Such beautiful, happy, cuddly babies, 
with willing smiles for anyone who peeks in 
the pram.  Finn is the more laid-back of the 
pair, loves his food, loves his sleep, loves 
to follow his partner in crime around the 
room.  Harry is our little adventurer, first 
to cut a tooth, first to crawl, now pulling 
up on his knees wondering what else he 
can find out about.  Like most babies, they 
love their bath – a noisy, splashy occasion 
before bedtime each night. As for many 
children with older siblings, Finn and Harry 
have been forced to fit in with school drop 
off and pick up for Jack and Sam.  When the 
bell rings for the end of the school day, it 
is a common sight to find a collection of 
kids at the end of the pram, pulling funny 
faces, tickling toes and singing “Round and 
Round the Garden” to squeals of delight 
from two little munchkins!  
I’ve heard so many interesting comments 
since Finn and Harry have arrived and had 
conversations I never imagined I’d be part 
of – “You’ve got double trouble there!” 
“Four boys, you poor thing!” “Four boys, 
you lucky thing!” “Are they twins?!” “You’ve 
got your hands full!” “My sister/daughter/
friend/niece/granddaughter has twins!” 
“I’m a twin!”  and my favourite – “Double 
blessings”... because that’s just what they 
are.  Yes, we have double the nappies, 
double the food consumption (imagine 
our food bill with four teenage boys in a 
few years!), double the tears, double the 
teething, double the challenge of bed 
time, double the equipment…..pram, car 
seat, bouncer, cot….but it’s also double the 
chatter, double the love, double the chubby 
thighs to tickle, double the peace watching 
them sleep, double the smiles, double the 
morning snuggles in bed, double the joy 
watching them interact with each other, 
double the squeezy cuddles around your 
neck, double the wonder at what you 
have created, double the gratitude for this 
double blessing from above.  We wouldn’t 
change our “double trouble” for anything in 
the world.

~ An update from the Williams Family in Perth ~

Maree Prowse with her two new grandsons

Four beautiful boys

HOW CUTE ARE THE BEANIES?  
“ The picture of the four boys and I wearing beanies 

is in loving memory of my dad, the boys Pa... Michael 
Prowse, who died of Brain Cancer.  This picture was 

inspired by Carrie Bickmores#beaniesforbraincancer 
at her logies speech.”
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The Parish Pastoral Council is currently made up of the following 
people:
Fr Shibu Joseph – Parish Priest
Peter Camilleri – Holy Spirit School Principal
Tina Toomey – Pastoral Associate
Stan Fisher – Chairperson
Lisa Keedle – Deputy Chairperson
Dominic North-Coombes – Secretary and Finance 
Paul Signor
Eleanor White – Representing the School Board
Laurel Wheatley – Representing St Vincent De Paul
Jean Smith, Carol Voytenkoff, Barbara McGowan – Representing the 
Evergreens on a rolling basis.
You might conclude from the foregoing that the PPC has good 
representation from the parish, thus enabling it to effectively fulfil its 
role of “Promoting the Church’s mission to live and communicate the 
love and values of Christ in our world”.  Sadly, you would be wrong to 
think that. 
In fact, representation from the parish is inadequate. So poor in fact 
that, in 2015, the PPC:
•	 Has	not	been	able	to	assign	anyone	to	oversee	each	of	the	major	

portfolios:
 o  Community & Hospitality,
 o  Liturgy & Celebration, 
 o Faith & Witness, and 
 o Service & Outreach
•	 As	a	result,	the	PPC	has	had	to	invite	various	parish	groups	to	

provide a representative on the PPC.  Three groups accepted the 
invitation:

 o The School Board, 
 o The Evergreens, and 
 o St Vincent De Paul. 
This initiative to boost PPC representation has had the benefit of 
improving communication between the PPC and the various groups. 
It has also helped the PPC gain a better appreciation of the groups. 
However, because the representatives from those groups are already 
significantly involved in their own group, the PPC has been reluctant 
to assign them portfolio responsibilities.
Similarly, the Parish Priest, School Principal and Pastoral Associate as 

ex officio members can hardly be expected to be allocated a portfolio 
responsibility. Therefore, currently, the PPC can only fill four of the 
eight available executive and portfolio positions. So, at best the PPC 
is 50% under resourced. Ideally, the PPC should have eight to twelve 
Parishioners in addition to the Priest, Pastoral Associate and School 
Principal.
The reality is we need more parishioners on the PPC. Not because we 
are overwhelmed, but simply because we need to do better. Having 
less than a handful of parishioners on the PPC is hardly a recipe for 
moving beyond the present. 
In contrast, having more people on the PPC will benefit the parish 
because it will generate more ideas, greater discussion amongst 
members, and also improve the organisational sustainability of the 
PPC. We, the parish, need broad representation on the PPC if we are to 
be assured of renewal.
We need four to eight additional new members on the PPC in 2016. 
Therefore we invite you to join us on the PPC for 2016. We just want 
you to come as you are. We need and want you because of the 
difference that you can make. We are not after the next person. We are 
actually after you. Yes, you!
If you come on board, the time commitment will not be onerous. The 
PPC meets monthly from February to November for no more than one 
hour and a half each meeting. You may be asked to volunteer to help 
at special masses or functions at the parish such as the Sportspersons 
Mass, Foundation masses. Next year we are also planning to have a 
PPC development session most likely for a half day, early in the year 
on a Saturday morning. 
The tenure is for two years but you can extend for another two years 
at the end of the first term. 
So, what’s Renewal got to do with it? We need it, and you can help us 
get it. 
Please consider our call seriously. We would like you to join us so that 
we can better fulfil our role. If you would like more information or 
wish to come on board please call or email     Fr Joe or Tina, or email 
Stan Fisher (s.r.fisher@bigpond.com) or Dominic North-Coombes 
(dncoombes@bigpond.com). Please let us know, preferably within 
the next few weeks. 
Finally, the Parish has had a very successful year this year and we 
thank all the groups and hard working people who have contributed 
to this success. We now look forward to the Year of Mercy in 2016.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Joyous 2016.

R E N E W A L

SHORT COURSE ON GRACE AND MERCY
ACU will be running the four week Short Course on Grace and Mercy 
in Melbourne in 2016, late February through March, during the 
Lenten period.
It aims to explore the biblical, theological and ethical meaning of 
mercy as part of the Year of Mercy announced by Pope Francis. The 
planned structure of the Course is:
Wed, 24th February: Mercy in the Bible (Rev. Prof. Frank Moloney 
SDB)
Wed, 2nd March: Grace and Mercy (Dr. Chris Jacobs-Vandegeer)
Wed, 9th March: Creation and Sin (Assoc. Prof. Robyn Horner)
Wed, 16th March: Mercy, Sacraments and Ethics (Dr. Joel Hodge)
For more information, please visit the Short Course website and 
click on the Melbourne page: http://www.acu.edu.au/theology/
shortcourses
To register, please visit: https://www.acu.edu.au/about_acu/

faculties,_institutes_and_centres/theology_and_philosophy/
events/short_courses/melbourne/registration
We have applied for this Short Course to receive hours in Category 
C, towards Accreditation to teach in a Catholic School (under CECV 
Policy 1.6). I will notify you once this is confirmed. If you cannot 
register online, or wish to register a group (by invoice), please 
contact me.
I hope you have a good finish to the year and I look forward to seeing 
you next year. Best wishes for a happy Christmas and New Year,
Joel
Dr. Joel Hodge
Lecturer | School of Theology | Faculty of Theology and Philosophy
National Coordinator | Short Courses | Faculty of Theology and Philosophy
Australian Catholic University, Level 4, 250 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne, VIC, 3002, Australia.
Mailing Address: Locked Bag 4115 Fitzroy MDC 3065
T: +61 (0)3 9953 3169 | F: +61 (0)3 9953 3245 | W: www.acu.edu.au
Provider registration codes: 00004G, ABN: 15 050 192 660
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SAVE THE DATE: FRIDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2016    
FOR THE HOLY SIRIT COMMUNITY DANCE. 

FEATURING “STEVE AND THE JAMMERS” 

GREAT MUSIC & GREAT FUN FOR ALL 

$15 PER PERSON 

BYO DRINKS, NIBBLES & GLASSES 

BOOKING/TICKETING DETAILS AVAILABLE SOON! 

 

Fr. Joe’s Recent Trip to Europe
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As some of you may know, I completed a ‘Camino’ earlier this year, 
so I thought I would share with you some of the experiences and 
reflections that came out of that month long walking journey.
I won’t go too much into the mechanics of what is a ‘Camino’ – suffice 
to say that, in its most common form, it is a long walk or trek across 
the North of Spain that actually starts in a small village on the French 
border and goes all the way to a city called Santiago de Compostela, 
some 800kms in distance. The walk (or Camino) originated about 
1200 years ago as a pilgrimage after the remains of Saint James 
The Apostle were supposedly discovered on the site of where the 
Santiago de Compostela Cathedral is located today. 
Since those early days, countless millions of people have undertaken 
this pilgrimage, and made “The Way Of St. James’ something of a 
phenomenon. As I said, I’m not going too much into the history and 
details of the pilgrimage – if you really want to know more, you will 
find a great deal of material on this subject in Google; there have also 
been many books and guides written about this subject, as well as a 
bunch of movies and documentaries that are available. 
This journey that I undertook was somewhat disrupted; I actually 
started it in April 2014, but unfortunately broke my left arm after 8 
days of walking, and had to return home to get it fixed. Not to be 
deterred, I thought I would have another go at it this year, so I left for 
Spain in early May and resumed from where I left off – some 200kms 
from the official starting point in St. Jean Pied De Port (France). I was 
fortunately able to finish the 650 km walk by early June this time, 
having walked to the official destination of Santiago de Compostela, 
and then a little bit further to a place called Finisterre which is on 
the Atlantic coast of Northern Spain; Finisterre is so-named because 
in Roman times it was at one point considered to be the end of the 
world; Finisterre literally translates to ‘Land’s End’ in Latin.
I would often be asked ‘Why are you doing this’ inferring it would 
be a fairly arduous task for a person at my stage of life, and my 
standard answer would always be pretty consistent – the adventure, 
the challenge and the sense of achievement. Now whilst these 
responses are valid, meaningful and still hold true to this day, it 
became increasingly evident as I was progressing through the 
various villages towns and cities of Northern Spain that there was 
another emerging reason for undertaking such an exercise.
Yes, I did receive a huge sense of achievement in having completed 
the task; after all my walking buddy and I had been planning this 
sojourn for more than 3 years; it ended up being quite a complex, 
involved and intricate exercise. If you think about the numerous 
aspects and dimensions of such a project – what do we take, when 
do we go (time of year), how do we get there, how do we get back, 
how physically (and mentally) fit do we need to be, the stopping 
points for each stage, rest days... the list is very long and extensive.
Yes, it was a fabulous adventure. Every day began without any really 
accurate idea of what was going to happen – what was the weather 
going to provide, what was the terrain ahead going to be like, stops 
for food and rest, what roads / paths / tracks were we going to take 
(there are sometimes too many options), etc. etc. So every day was 
certainly an adventure, not the least of which was the language hurdle 
– because you’re walking through predominately rural communities 
and regions, English is not commonly spoken. Without doubt, one of 
the most enjoyable aspects of the adventure was being able to see 
and experience the Spanish culture, tradition and society first hand 
– the Churches and monasteries, the museums, the countryside, the 
quaint and sleepy little villages, the farms and vineyards, the wheat 
fields, the sunrises and sunsets – again the list is broad.
And it was definitely a challenge, on so many different levels; the 
camino throws up so many challenges to so many people in so 
many different ways, whether it be the difficulty of the terrain, the 
various aches and pains you’re suffering at any point in time, the 

blisters and the tendinitis (I fortunately didn’t suffer too much on this 
front); we found out early in the piece that the weather can be a real 
challenge – the first few days of last years’ walk were quite wet and 
so you do your best to stay dry (which is just about impossible); in 
fact I know of a number of people who have done this walk multiple 
times  at the same time of year as we did, and they experienced 
both snow and rain one year and blazing heat another. So you see, 
you really need to be up for anything, and that certainly is part of 
the challenge. I can definitely attest that there is no shortage of 
challenging circumstances on the camino; and this, as some of 
the more experienced walkers will tell you, is a key aspect of the 
mystique of the camino; you can never really predict or foresee what 
will happen at any given moment; you just put one foot in front of 
the other, and deal with situations (good, bad or indifferent) in the 
best way you can.
Having now walked the camino and having reflected on this task, 
I now realise that the compelling and overwhelming learning that 
I took away with me was that this camino is very much about the 
people you come into contact with. It cannot be stated strongly 
enough – it really and completely is all about the people. The camino 
is a hotchpotch of people of all ages, all nationalities, all backgrounds, 
all religions (some were not religious at all), all cultures; in fact I would 
be hard pressed to think of, for example, a nationality that I did not 
come across – Koreans, South Africans, Dutch, Danish, Norwegian, 
German, Chinese, Bangladeshi... the list goes on.
It would appear that this camino somehow collects and collates 
the experiences, the backgrounds, the cultures, the knowledge, 
the intelligence and the personality and character of each person 
who submits him or herself to the task, and like some huge number 
crunching computer, sucks in all this information and spits out an 
individual experience for each participant, one that is markedly 
different from person to person. In fact, so often, you would complete 
a particular stage, and somehow catch up with someone you’d met, 
maybe on a previous day, and talk about that stage just completed, 
and your perceptions and experiences could be totally different; of 
course the explanations for this would be very much dependent on 
so many factors such as each persons’ state of mind, their physical 
state, other people they may have come across, the way they slept 
the night before... All these factors colour your perceptions of the 
journey.
Of course, when you talk about such a melting pot of people like 
the camino really is, then it is not surprising that you come across 
individuals stories developing along the way. For example, we met a 
French man, quite early on in the piece who was in his late fifties or 
early sixties, married with 2 mature age kids, in a stable relationship, 
and in a good job; he decided to do the camino because he had had 
some quite negative experiences (he wouldn’t specify what) with his 

A VERY LONG WALK
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Catholicism when he was a boy, and so he wanted to do the camino 
and end up in Santiago De Compostela to officially renounce his 
religion. This was quite staggering to us, that a person would go to 
all that effort, but there it was – that was what he was going to do. 
As a footnote, we caught up with him after Santiago De Compostela 
(he was also walking to Finisterre), and had dinner and some drinks 
with him, and interestingly, he did not do as he said he would – ie 
denounce his religion ????.
We met another Ozzy lass who had been working in London for 
the last couple of years and was now heading home to Brisbane; 
however she had decided to take on the camino before going 
home, and so again I caught up with her about mid-way through 
the walk. As it turned out, she had met a guy from Brazil early on in 
the walk and fallen in love with him; he had previously made firm 
plans to only walk for a couple of weeks before going home and 
resuming his job; when I met up with her, she was busily trying to 
re-arrange flights from Brisbane to Brazil, as she decided to join him 
and continue their relationship, rather than go home. Now let me 
tell you that reorganising flights and travel details is not easy even in 
Australia, but doing that in the back blocks of rural Spain with dodgy 
wifi, not much of the language, different time zones etc. and on a 
mobile phone was close to impossible. Where the story ended, I’m 
not sure, but I know she had arranged her flights to Brazil, so one can 
only imagine.
Without doubt, one of my absolute highlights of the camino was 
attending Mass, celebrated by a Jesuit priest (Father John) that we 
had met along the way. This priest and another close friend of his, 
who was a lecturer, were leading a group of philosophy students 
from Boston College (USA) through the latter stages of the camino. 
Jose and I had met up with this group the previous day at a tiny 
rural village called La Laguna De Castilla and had started swapping 
stories over a beer or two. Father John made it known to us that he 
was going to celebrate Mass the following morning at another small 
village called O’Cebreiro, which was about 2 or 3 kms further up the 
mountain, and so we said we’d be happy to attend. Jose and I got 
to O’Cebreiro a little early, had a quick breakfast and went looking 

for Father John. I was expecting that he would celebrate Mass at the 
small church in the village, but instead he chose a spot in a park, 
overlooking a valley which was shrouded in cloud – the village is 
high up in the mountains and looks over a number of valleys in an 
almost 360 degree direction. The sun had just risen, it was quite a 
nippy morning, and the village itself was still not quite awake; the 
only real activity was that of pilgrims moving thru the place on their 
way to either breakfast, or their next destination.
Father John had no altar to celebrate Mass on, so he decided to use 
our back packs, all piled up strategically to form an altar. We used 
other local objects such as stones to hold down cloths, and there 
in this small park overlooking a mist covered valley Father John 
celebrated an open air Mass. To say it was a surreal experience would 
be understating the situation enormously; there was such an air of 
reverence, respect, holiness, sharing and brotherhood that embraced 
the participants; many pilgrims who were travelling thru, saw what 
was going on and joined in with the celebration, and they also 
commented later they felt this strangely strong bond amongst all 
who attended; as I said it was truly an uplifting experience, one that I 
still count myself extremely fortunate to have been a small part of. Of 
course, after the Mass, we all embraced, took pictures and exchanged 
pleasantries and went on our way, and unfortunately never met the 
group again, but that experience will always stay with me. I reflected 
later on the symbolism of the altar made up of back packs, which in 
a sense represented all the things that we carry through life, be it 
on the camino or in our normal daily lives, and these were, at least 
for a short while, symbolically offered up and carried by our Lord 
during our celebration; I’m not sure that was Father Johns intent, but 
it certainly represented a powerful symbol.
These are just some of the many, many stories that we came across 
during the camino. There are of course a host of others, such as the 
lady from Brisbane who had suffered from cancer and had beaten it, 
so she was now using the camino to ‘recalibrate’ her life compass to 
see what the next stage of life held for her. 
And that, in the end, I feel, is the point – the camino has this strange, 
curious ability to throw things up at participants, to challenge 
in unimaginable and unexpected ways, to thrust many beautiful 
experiences in front of you (and some not so beautiful!!!). Probably, 
the decisive learning of the camino is that it is very much an accurate 
reflection of life itself and the journey that we all have to make, in 
our own way, under our own speed, guided by our own principles 
and values and ultimately making the best of the resources we 
have around us, whether that be our families, our friends, our faith 
communities and our God. 
On a practical note, I took many photos along the camino – far too 
many to include in this document, so I’ll paste a couple here, but if 
you’re interested, you can see many more at this web address:
http://bit.ly/1LKedsv

Lawrence Cecconello
Thank you Lawry for sharing this incredible journey with us, it has 
certainly inspired me!
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Congratulations to Maurice & Sue Ferdinando
Maurice & Sue Ferdinando 

Wedding Anniversary
Holy Spirit Parish was  very much part of our life for 37 years. Thank for your 
wishes. Fr Mogg got out of his sick bed to come and give the homily and FR Eugene 
arranged his schedule so he could be here in Melbourne to celebrate with us.

Both of us are going for an enclosed silent retreat with the Jesuits in Kew starting 
this Saturday lasting 8 days. I will post you a mass booklet  you may be able to 
extract the Vows we renewed.

We were really pleased as nearly 30 people from 
overseas - New York, Toronto, Ottawa, Qatar, 
Sri Lanka etc. came as well as dozens from interstate.

Thank you for your support and friendship,

Maurice

Renewal of Marriage Vows
We have come here today to celebrate a bond that has 
continued to grow and strengthen in love.  When we first 
joined hands and hearts half a century ago, we did not 
know where life would take us.  It took us from the loving 
family community in Sri Lanka to Bangkok and then to the 
promised land here in Melbourne.  In each place we found 
supportive communities that sustained us.  As a couple 
we were able to face many ups and downs in health and 
fortune, but together we were a strong team.  We come here today to re-pledge our love, 
affection and lifelong commitment to one another, without any evasion, equivocation or 
mental reservation of any kind.
“I look forward to growing old with you by my side and thank you for have a century of 
love, growth and happiness.  You make me a better person when I am with you.
I consider my life with you as a Christian vocation and re-commit to the vows that 
have endured over time.  You are dear to me and more important than anyone else 
in the world.  I thank the Lord for you and the fruits of our union – our children and 
grandchildren, in-laws and the community around us that so enriched our lives with love.
I acknowledge that love is a growing commitment and pledge to honour and cherish you 
for the rest of my life.  AS in the past fifty years I will endeavor to nurture your growth.  I 
think back with gratitude and look to the days ahead with joy and anticipation.”

Love shares everything it has and reveals itself in communication.  
There is no true faith that is not manifested in love.  
And love is not Christian love if it is not generous and concrete.  
A decidedly generous love is a sign of faith and an invitation to faith.  
When we care for the needs of our brothers and sisters, like the Good 
Samaritan did, we are proclaiming the Kingdom and making it present. 

Cardinal Bergoglio, February 22, 2012.
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carolswithspirit@gmail.com 
120 Oban Road Ringwood North

BBQ - DRINKS -  LED NOVELTIES 
- CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT - 

PROFESSIONAL and LOCAL TALENT 
Food stalls open from 5:30pm 

- Bring a rug or a chair -

by CANDLELIGHT

SUNDAY 13th 6pm 
ALL WELCOME 

CAROLS 

Bring your family & friends to the
Holy Spirit Parish 
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We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries
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MY BEST DAY EVER

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

Come and enjoy the friendly, welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

prices.

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

can play with toys.

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

As I grow older, I realize more and more how important time 
is. I realize that today is the day I live in. Today, I know what 
is possible in my life. Today, I can be and do what I want to 
do. Will it be worthwhile? Will it be worthy of my time spent? 
Can I be happy with how I live today? Am I preparing for 
my tomorrows? Am I preparing for my eternity?
Today, when I awoke, I realized that this is one of the best 
days of my life. There have been times when I wondered if I 
would prevail through another day, but I did. Because I did, 
I’m going to celebrate. Today, I’m going to celebrate what 
an unbelievable life I have had so far; the accomplishments, 
the many blessings, and yes, even the hardships, as they 
have made me stronger. I will go through today with my 
head held high. I will have a happy heart. I will marvel at 
God’s simple gifts; the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the 
trees, and the birds. Today, I will see all of these wonderful 
creations in their fullest.

Today, I will share my excitement for life with others. I’ll 
make someone smile. I’ll make someone laugh. I’ll go out 
of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just fine.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magnificent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and prolific writer.

An Old Irish Prayer 
Give us Lord a bit o sun

A bit o work and a bit of fun
Give us in all the struggle and splutter

Our daily bread and a bit of butter
Give us health our keep to make
And a bit to spare for others sake

Give us too a bit of son
And a tale and a book to help us along

Give us Lord a chance to be
Our goodly best brave wise and free

Our Goodly best for ourselves and others
Till all men learn to live as brothers.

contributed by Bette McQuade
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Treeby265 Maroondah Highway 
Ringwood, VIC, 3134            Tel: 03 9879 4422 

F T FIND A WO D
SAT DA  2T  OCTOB 0AM   PM

PROUD SUPPORTERS THIS YEARS FETE

TRASH N TREASURE  CAKES  SHOWBAGS  BOOKS

CRAFT  TOYS  SNO CONES             CHAIR P PLANE

FAIRY FLOSS  DODGEM CARS PLANTS ENTERTAINMENT

PRE LOVED CLOTHING LOB O CHOC  RIDES  GIANT SLIDE

MUSIC    RAFFLE   PRIZES  

CHILDREN’S PAGE
T H E N A M H E S O F T S F E
A N T A N S P R E H S A D L E
D A N C E R L I G A H T O Y R
E S P I Z R O O F T O P S A N
D E R E T R D H A D H U F R I
S R A E I S U T A T P L P C E
E A N R L E R D R C I L N T V
B A C P B T O O E O M S C I A
U L E L E D N A V M I L X C S
C H R I S T M A S E V E I T F
R U R O M S A I N T N I T N I
A C P H O L A L A C I G A M S
G P R I I N T E D I N H E I G
U H T E D O N N E R E N T W E
S T O R R A C N T Y T H R E E

Santa’s Reindeer Word Search Puzzle

How to Solve: In the puzzle grid, find and circle all the 
words shown in the word list. Words may be forward, 
backward, vertical, or diagonal within the puzzle.

Word List: 
ANTLERS  
ARCTIC  
BLITZEN  
CARROTS  
CHRISTMAS EVE  
COMET  
CUPID  
DANCER    
SUGAR CUBES
DONNER  
FAST
FLY
MAGICAL
NORTH POLE
PRANCER
PULL SLEIGH
ROOF TOPS
RUDOLPH
DASHER
VIXEN



Christmas Calendar 2015
Thursday 10  December  9:00am St Anne’s School Thanksgiving Mass, St Anne’s Church/Hall
  7:00pm Holy Spirit Graduation Dinner, Holy Spirit Church

Sunday 13 December  Holy Spirit Community Carols Night, 6pm - 8pm, Kevin Mogg Oval
     
Tuesday 15 December  Holy Spirit School end of year Mass, Holy Spirit Church
  7:00pm St Anne’s Year 6 Graduation Mass, St Anne’s Church/Hall.
     
Wednesday 16 December  7:30pm Holy Spirit Grade 6 Graduation Mass, Holy Spirit Church

Thursday 17 December  Last day of School Term  for children.

Friday 18 December  Last day of School Term, teachers.
 
Sunday 20 December  Nativity set-up after 10:30 Mass, Holy Spirit  & St Anne’s Churches
  ALL VOLUNTEERS WELCOME!

Tuesday  22 December  7:30pm Combined Parishes Forgiveness Service & 
  Individual Reconciliation, Holy Spirit Church

Thursday 24 December  10:30am  Children’s Christmas Service HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH
     
  Christmas Eve Masses:
  5.00pm  Children’s Mass HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH
  6.00pm   Family Outdoor Mass ST ANNE’S CHURCH
  7.00pm  Youth/Family Mass HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH
  9.00pm  Christmas Eve  Mass 
   ST GERARD’S CHURCH
  11:30pm Carols, followed by Midnight Mass, 
   HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH

 Wednesday 25 December  Christmas Day Masses: 
  9:00am Mass @ St Anne’s, and
  9.00am Mass @ Holy Spirit 
  PLEASE NOTE: NO 10:30 MASS

The mission of The Spirit magazine is “TO SUPPORT COMMUNITY 
AWARENESS AND COMMUNICATION”. 
Due to the changing nature of life in Community, it is not always 
possible to bring people and events to our Parish in the manner in 
which we could do in the past. But the need to continue our mission 
remains, therefore please read the information about the various, 
courses, retreats and consider them for yourself.  
The Short Courses offered by the Australian Catholic University are 
excellent, and particularly in the Summer months relatively easy to 
attend.  Consider getting a small group together and either driving in 
or use public transport – Well, worth the trouble, and don’t forget to 
look out for the next series of their Great Religions of the World Course 
– The more knowledge we have of other peoples beliefs – the better 
we understand, and don’t make foolish judgments based on “what we 
have heard” rather than the evidence of the other great belief systems 
around the world.

Similarly, we publish the online links to articles, which are thought 
provoking and for those of us who have the time, gives us a greater 
insight into issues than we generally get from the daily media news. We 
may not agree, but we do need to be informed, that’s how we nurture 
tolerant communities. We need to keep stretching our “Grey Matter”. 
A Refugee, like me: Why the Golden Rule matters in an era of mass 
migration.
http://theconversation.com/a-refugee-like-me-why-the-golden-rule-
matters-in-an-era-of-mass-migration-
Violence Against Women costing Australia $21 billion a year - 
https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/media-and-resources/media-
releases/violence-against-women-costing-australia-over-20-billion-
dollars-
http://www.cam.org.au/News-and-Events/Reflections/Article/20190/
Reflection-What-separates-us-from-IS#.VlrwfGQrJz9
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