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Pope Francis, in a new interview, reveals 
that he sleeps “profoundly”six hours a 
night, hasn’t watched television since 
1990, has asked the Lord that if there is an 
attempt on his life that he not feel much 
physical pain, and considers “poverty, 
corruption and human trafficking” as the 
three great evils in the world today.
He reveals this and much more in an 
interview, of great human interest, 
published on May 24 in La Voz del Pueblo, 
the newspaper of Tres Arroyos, a small 
town, 500 km south of Buenos Aires.
“I’m normally in bed at nine and I read 
almost until ten, and when tears begin to 
come in my eye I switch off the light” and 
then “I sleep profoundly... for six hours”, 
Francis told Juan Beretta, an Argentinian 
reporter sent by the paper to interview 
him.  He said he wakes by himself at four 
in the morning - “it’s the biological clock.”  
But, he confided that later in the day he 
feels the need for “a siesta”, so he takes 
off his shoes and sleeps on the bed for 40 
minutes to one hour, and “again I sleep 
deeply, and I wake by myself.” But, he said, 
the day he misses his siesta, “I feel it!”
He confirmed again that he never dreamt 
he would become pope. “Never!”  He’d 
intended returning to being a priest, 
a confessor after his term of office as a 
bishop in Buenos Aires.  He admitted 
that he was listed among the ‘papabili’ 
(possible candidates to succeed John 
Paul II) in 2005, but said that inside that 
conclave it was clear that Ratzinger was 
the candidate and he was elected “almost 
unanimously”.  But on the eve of the 
2013 conclave, he recalled that he was 
considered too old, “nobody thought of 
me”. He was even quoted at 46-1 by the 
London bookmakers.  At most, he said 
he was mentioned as ‘kingmaker’.  In 
actual fact, however, “there was no clear 
candidate” at this second conclave, and 
he was elected.

He revealed that before the final vote, “I 
felt much peace” and “I thought ‘if God 
wants it..’, and so I felt at peace.  And 
while they were counting the votes – it 
was never ending - I prayed the rosary, 
tranquilly.”  My friend, Cardinal Claudio 
Hummes, was beside me and, in the vote 
before the definitive one, he told me, 
“Don’t worry, this is how the Holy Spirit 
works.”
Asked to explain his ‘magnetism’, Francis 
said he couldn’t.  He added that some 
cardinals have told him it is because he is 
speaking in a way that people understand, 
such as when he spoke on the day of the 
interview – May 20, about the children of 
separated parents, and how at times one 
parent speaks badly of the other, and the 
child has to handle all this. 
As for living in the Vatican’s guesthouse 
of Santa Marta, Francis stated yet again 
that “I feel well when I am with people, 
I get good vibes...it’s as if my life is to be 
involved with people. Psychologically 
I cannot live without people; I am not 
made to be a monk.”  He lives in Santa 
Marta with some 40 other priests who 
work in the Holy See, and he eats in the 
common dining room with them.  He says 
mass in the chapel and four days a week 
many people attend his mass, including 
people from Roman parishes.  “I like that 
very much”, he declared.
Asked what he’s afraid of, Francis stated 
that “in general I am not afraid. I am quite 
fearless; I go ahead without weighing the 
consequences.”  As for the possibility that 
someone might make an attempt on his 
life, “I am in the hands of God” - he said- 
“and in my prayer, I speak about it to the 
Lord, and I tell him: “Look, if this has to 
be, let it be, I only ask you one grace: that 
it does not hurt me.”  He explained that 
he considered himself “a coward in this 
regard.  I am not afraid of an injection, 
but I prefer not to have problems with 

physical pain.  I am intolerant (with this). 
I take it as something that has been with 
me since I had an operation on my lung 
when I was 19 years old.”
The Jesuit pope admitted that he feels 
“under pressure” at times, “like any person 
who governs”, and noted that right now 
his work is “very intense; I am conducting 
a very strong rhythm of work. It’s the end 
of the school-year syndrome, which here 
terminates at the end of June.”
In his early life Bergoglio was very 
interested in football (soccer), and used 
to go to the stadium with his dad,  but in 
the interview he revealed that he has not 
watched television since 1990 – “when I 
made a promise to Our Lady of Carmel on 
the night of 15 July 1990” . He no longer 
watches football games but ever week a 
Swiss guard gives him the latest results.
He said he only reads one paper - the 
Italian middle-class daily, La Repubblica, 
and even then he only glances through 
it in less than 10 minutes.  He does not 
navigate on the internet, he said, and up 
to recently “I was taken by panic when I 
had to give interviews”, but he no longer 
feels that way thanks to “the state of 
grace” (of his office as pope).

Pope Francis: 

‘I have not watched television since 1990’

Continued on page 33
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Thank You
from the Editor
Thank you to all who have contributed to this edition of THE 
SPIRIT. I am always very grateful to each and every one of 
you for those e-mails that arrive in my inbox, often very late 
at night or in the wee hours of the morning. Juggling family, 
work, community, and sport commitments is never easy, so 
rest assured your efforts are greatly appreciated.  
This edition represents my first full year back as editor and 
I now need to focus on increasing revenue and reducing 
costs for the magazine. There are at least three of us in new 
positions this year so I think we have done pretty well so far!
I thank all of those advertisers who contribute to the 
production of the magazine and urge all our readers to 
consult The Spirit  (magazine) when you are looking for goods 
or services and support our advertisers where possible.
Of course, we are always keen to increase the income from 
advertising as this reduces the burden of costs on the general 
Parish purse, so if you know of anyone or indeed, have a 
business yourself please consider using this vehicle to inform 
more people about how you can assist them.
This edition is larger than usual due to the publication of the 
Parish Pastoral Council’ Annual General Meeting Reports, 
and, unexpected events that occur whilst in the middle of 
production.  This is always going to be a factor, but I do ask 
that wherever possible you put the next DUE DATE FOR 
COPY – FRIDAY 14 AUGUST in your diaries now as every 
change after deadline increases the cost of production. Where 
you have events occurring on or about the due date, please 
let me know and I can hold a page for you – That is the easy 
part, if everything else is in on time.
Please take the time to read the Parish Pastoral Council 
reports as it does give an overview of just how many people 
work to keep this community vibrant, and consider offering 
your services if this is possible.
Don’t forget to get your teams together and begin studying 
for the great TRIVIA NIGHT EVENT – FRIDAY 7 AUGUST, see 
Page 33, and keep in mind preparations for the next great 
Holy Spirit Community Fete in October.

Thank you
Helen Konynenburg
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Around the Parish...

A cold wintry day greeted us on Thurdsay 7th May for our annual 
pilgrimage to the Warrnambool races. Departure from southern 
cross station at 7.20am had us jumping out of bed at an early hour 
to prepare for the day. Greg Toomey was bus driver to collect us from 
Holy Spirit car park at 6am. We loaded up the bus with our eskys, 
thermos flasks, umbrellas & coats. The train ride down to the track 
was lots of fun which included card games, raffles and lots of laughs.  
Yummy food was shared by everyone for morning tea & lunch . A 
bus ride to the track and then once we settled ourselves at our usual 
gathering spot we got serious and had a few bets on the horses. A 
few of us backed winners throughout the day and met at the local 
hotel to count and divide the winnings!  We boarded the train for 
5.15pm departure. Dinner was  served by the lovely ladies of Holy 
Spirit parish and chocolates followed. The priests played cards on the 
trip there and back and seemed very happy with the outcome.
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HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB
HSNC is the largest club at MENA (Melbourne East 
Netball Association) with 23 teams from under 9 through 
to Open.

All games are played at HE Parker, Heathmont on a 
Saturday from 8.00am – 3.30pm. Training is held on a 
Friday afternoon at HE Parker. The whole club training 
together at the one location ensures easy communication 
as well as fostering club spirit.

Our semi final day is on Saturday June 13. With 3 rounds 
to go we have a healthy number of teams in the finals 
race.

Our annual netta program continues to ensure our 
club continues to grow and thrive. We have 20 girls 
participating in this program with a view to entering 2 
new teams in the Spring Competition.

New players are always welcome regardless of age or 
ability. Any new enquiries, contact Karen Woods 0538 
580 122.

Go Spirits!
Karen Woods - President 

120 GOLF CLUB
This  Parish Group, which has been in operation since 
1991, is always looking for new members.

We play  a purely social game every month from 
February until October each year,   alternating 
between Ringwood, Dorset & Glen Waverley Golf 
Courses.

Games are played on a Sunday, usually commencing 
about 9.A.M.,  followed by a short social  get together.

In November, we arrange an “away” trip to a country 
Course,  usually over a two night stay, and enjoy the 
local attractions,  social golf & celebratory dinners.

If anyone is interested in joining our Group, you will 
be assured of a warm welcome.

Any enquiries may be made to Ron Smith  
(9876 2204).
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THE EVERGREENS’
Report

Since our last report, we have had “our trip away”, 
which was quite a success.
A few highlights were:
Mt Leura at Camperdown
Lunch at Warrnambool, and meeting up with the 
families of some members.
St Patrick’s Day celebrations
Umpherstone Cave Gardens and the Blue Lake.
Adam Lindsay Gordon Cottage.
Wine tasting at Rymill vineyard.
Mary McKillop Shrine, church and school at Penola.
Glenelg River cruise and dinner with entertainment.
Glenelg Chocolate Factory.
Maybe one lowlight was when one of our people 
went for a bike ride and ended up in a haystack. 

Some Mothers thoughts...
Colombus’ Mother – “I don’t care what you have 
discovered Christopher, you still could have written.”

Mona Lisa’s Mother – “After all the money your father 
and I spent on braces Mona, is that the biggest smile 
you can give”.

Jonah’s Mother – “That’s a nice story, but now tell me 
where you have really been for the last three days”.

Albert Einstein’s Mother – “But Albert, it’s your 
graduation picture. Can’t you do something about your 
hair? Gel, mousse, something...?”

Still trying to get rid of those kilo’s!!

The crew from St Anne’s and St Gerard’s

Kathy & Steve 
celebrating 
St Patricks Day

Mt Gambier trip

Vin Dwyer with his slate and chalk 
at St Joseph’s School Penola

OUR WINTER WARMER PROGRAM FOR 
JUNE, JULY, AUGUST is as follows:
Friday June 12 – Maroondah Sports Club for lunch
Wednesday July 1 – Morning Melodies & lunch at Mitcham Hotel.
August  - Date to be advised - Morning Melodies
– Manhattan Hotel – Tribute to ABBA
You are always welcome to join us on our outings. 
For bookings or more information ring: 
Barbara – 9722 9846, or Shirley – 9870 1396
Please feel free to join us on the last Friday of the month, for our 
meetings, morning tea and guests speaker.
Enquiries – Jean Smith 9876 2204
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THE EVERGREENS’
OUR TRIP TO THE 

TENNIS CENTRE 
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Nepal Earthquake
I travelled to Nepal what seems a lifetime ago, but was 
actually only 10BC (before children), to be exact.  I was 
a shiny, young girl from Melbourne, who had never left 
Australia.

Everything in Kathmandu was suprising – the 
‘international airport’ complete with dirt floors and a 
man with his goats; marijuana plants growing roadside; 
and the buildings in a state of such disrepair that it was 
hard to decide if they had been abandoned unfinished, 
or they had begun falling down.

Perhaps the most interesting juxtaposition in my mind 
however, was just how happy and content the Nepalese 
people were – in what appeared to me to be abject 
poverty.  These beautiful people changed my head and 
my heart forever.  In the cities and in the tiny hillside 
villages, we saw people who had so little, yet were so 
generous.  They laughed loudly and often, and showed 
respect for all: women, children, old young, local or 
tourist.  Generous souls.

When Nepal was hit with an earthquake measuring 7.8 
in magnitude, it brought about panic and devastation. 
Homes and lives, bus terminals and ancient monuments, 
thousands of loved ones, all lost.

What can we do?  There is always the immensely practical 
and essential aid donation.  Do that, it’s important, but 
for me it’s a lesson in empathy versus sympathy.  I feel 
with you, rather than I feel for you.  

Namaste.  “My soul honours your soul”.

N.Gamble

CARITAS AUSTRALIA NEPAL 
EARTHQUAKE APPEAL: 
“On 25 April, a 7.9 magnitude earthquake struck 
Nepal, and a follow up quake struck the following 
week. The devastation in Kathmandu and 
elsewhere is immense. Caritas Australia - the aid 
and development organisation of the Australian 
Catholic Church - has three employees on the 
ground assisting relief efforts of Caritas Nepal. 
The Caritas Australia Nepal Earthquake Appeal is 
open. Call 1800 024 413 or go to 
caritas.org.au/nepalearthquake.”

Motivational Quote for the Day...

Bishop visit to meet Confirmation Candidates
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   Home Loans
   Commercial Loans
   Business Loans
   Reverse Mortgages
   Personal Loans
   Car and Truck Loans
   Debt Consolidation Loans
   Loans for Self Employed

0409 555 333 - 1300 FOX 804
james@redfoxfin.com.au   www.redfoxfin.com.au

Red Fox Finance Pty Ltd ABN 75 092 727 725 
Regulated by ASIC under Australian Credit Licence Number 461831

 
 
 

 
 

SUDOKO CORNER
Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner that every 
row, every column and every 3x3 box accommodates the 
digits 1-9, without repeating any.

 
Free Printable Sudoku Puzzles

Sudoku is easy to play and the rules are simple. Fill in the blanks so 
that each row, each column, and each of the nine 3x3 grids contain 
one instance of each of the numbers 1 through 9.

Sudoku #161 (Medium)

Sudoku #162 (Medium)
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“Quite simply, he cares for people and he 
always has time for them. His office door is 
always open, and a warm welcome is always 
assured, whether for current students, old boys, 
parents or staff. And once established, the 
strong relationship remains.”

VALE
Fr Vincent Noel Kierce, O.Carm
21.10.1935 - 09.05.2015
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Living Legend
Fr Noel Kierce O.Carm
Ask any current or former student of Whitefriars to give 
you the word that comes most easily to their mind when the 
name Fr Kierce is mentioned, and the word ‘legend’ is most 
commonly used.
Why is this so? Quite simply, the man has become a living 
legend at the College that has been his home and has been 
close to his heart for the greater part of the past half century 
or so. Over the years he has endeared himself to generations 
of students, their parents, and also to the many staff who have 
served at the College.

Ever since he can remember, Fr Kierce has always wanted to 
be a priest. When he was 17 years old he read a copy of The 
Scapular, a Carmelite magazine, and decided there and then 
that he wanted to become a Carmelite.

He joined the order soon afterwards and was sent to Sydney 
for his novitiate. He then studied at the Carmelite monastery in 
Donvale for the next six years. He was ordained as a Carmelite 
priest in 1961 and spent part of the next year in Middle Park, 
before moving to Brisbane in 1962 to commence a Bachelor 
of Arts degree, majoring in History and Geography, which he 
completed in 1964. He then spent the next three years at St 
Simon Stock’s in Pendle Hill, NSW.

Fr Kierce commenced his association with Whitefriars in 1968 
as a teacher of Australian History and Religious Education. 
During that time at the College, the majority of the staff were 
Carmelite priests or brothers. In 1975 he was given a year 
off to go to Columbia University in New York and study for a 
Master’s degree, after which time he returned to his teaching 
duties at Whitefriars.

Towards the end of 1977 he was asked to step in as acting 
Principal due to the ill health of the then Principal, Fr Peter 
Byrth O.Carm, and was then appointed as Principal from the 
start of 1978, a position he held until the end of 1988.

During this time Fr Kierce oversaw a number of innovations, 
including the building of the lower gym (now known as the 
Guggenheimer gym) and the first part of the Butler Building, 
including the Healy/Wilson Theatre. He also undertook a 
complete school review in the early 1980s, a process intended 
to empower staff and to lead them to feel that they had a say 
in running the College.

Indeed, as a principal Fr Kierce’s style of leadership could be 
described as cooperative and delegatory.

“Fr Kierce has a strong belief 
that one must look for God, 
and goodness, in people, a 
hallmark of being a Carmelite.”
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His main aim was always to involve the teaching staff in more 
than just teaching and to make the College a happy place 
for students and staff. Throughout his years as Principal, his 
main challenge was to achieve ongoing financial stability and 
development for the College and, indeed, during his term as 
Principal, enrolments at the College increased from four to six 
streams.
Fr Kierce concluded his term as Principal of Whitefriars at the 
end of 1988 and spent the next two years in Sydney completing 
a Master of Education, in the area of pastoral counselling. He 
then moved to Brisbane for a short while before returning to 
Whitefriars in 1991 as a teaching Chaplain. In 1996 he was 
sent to Port Adelaide as Parish Priest, where he stayed until 
1998, once more returning to Whitefriars in 1999 as College 
Chaplain. And here he remains, hopefully for many years to 
come. As Fr Kierce himself often says, “If I have my way, I’ll be 
here until they carry me out in a box.”
So what is it that has endeared this man to so many people 
over the years? Quite simply, he cares for people and he always 
has time for them. His office door is always open, and a warm 
welcome is always assured, whether for current students, 
old boys, parents or staff. And once established, the strong 
relationship remains.
Over the years Fr Kierce has been asked to conduct countless 
weddings, baptisms and funerals for old boys and their 
families. It is not coincidental that Fr Kierce has a strong 
belief that one must look for God, and goodness, in people, a 
hallmark of being a Carmelite, and that one should serve and 
care for others in whatever capacity one can.
And so what will be the legacy of this ‘living legend’? There 
are many things for which Fr Kierce will be remembered for at 
Whitefriars.
He will be remembered for developing a relaxed, friendly and 
caring attitude at the College during his years as Principal, and 

as Principal and later as Chaplain, for always being there for 
people, particularly during periods of sadness or stress in their 
lives. He will be remembered for his dedication to the College 
and to the development of the young men in his care, always 
encouraging involvement in the life of the College, whether 
in athletics, swimming, sport in general, or in the creative arts.
For many years he was deeply involved in the annual College 
musicals and other musical events, and still takes a keen 
interest in them.
Perhaps however, Fr Kierce’s most memorable legacy will be his 
introduction to Whitefriars of the Kairos retreat program, which 
he brought back from the United States after an enrichment 
leave visit to Carmelite schools in 1986. It has become one of 
the most loved programs offered by the College and currently 
more than two thirds of the Year 11 student cohort volunteer 
to attend.
Yes, Fr Kierce has been a great and guiding presence at the 
College for almost 50 years. He has graced us throughout 
that time with his leadership, his friendly demeanour and 
collegiality, his gentle manner, his kindness, his commitment 
to the College community, his compassion, his wise counsel 
and his humility. We hope and pray that this ‘living legend’ will 
be with us at Whitefriars for many more years to come.

Mr Neal Crossan
Charism Liaison Director
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The Gospel of Saint John contains a reference to Jesus calling his 
disciples. One of the chosen ones was a man called Nathanael 
who was referred to by Jesus as “an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit”. Jesus must have been in a forgiving mood that day 
because a few minutes earlier the same Nathanael had made a 
disparaging comment about Jesus’ birthplace, asking if anything 
good could come out of Nazareth where Jesus was born. I don’t 
think we need to ask if anything good came out of the place 
where Noel Kierce was born-Healesville-because I’m sure that 
everyone in this church this morning knows with certainty that 
Healesville did indeed give us a gift, a man, like Nathanael, in 
whom there is no deceit- Vincent Noel Kierce.
Noel died suddenly last week at the age of 79 after a lifetime of 
giving as a Carmelite, as a priest and as a loving human being- 
a true man, with not a mean bone in his body, a man without 
deceit. A genuine warmth went out from Noel which attracted 
all manner of people to him, the young and the old, those in 
difficulties, his friends and his Carmelite brothers. In our lives 
together as Carmelites, Noel was always a welcome presence, 
whether it be at home in community, at Assemblies and 
Chapters, or interstate on holidays. He was an uncomplicated 
man who made few demands on us and who made each one of 
us feel special just by the way he talked to us and the genuine 
interest he had in us. He enjoyed being with us and was at 
his happiest when he was being of service to us or doing us a 
favour. One small way that this was demonstrated was when 
he would regularly go to Dan Murphy’s and buy wine for us to 
share at the evening meal. Every mealtime conversation at our 
community house in Donvale was punctuated by the solicitous 
question; How’s the wine? Our responses were always polite 
with appreciative nods of the head, even if it tasted like vinegar. 
He genuinely enjoyed caring for us in a variety of ways and his 
question was not just an idle one. Because we as his Carmelite 
brothers were so comfortable with him, we would often enjoy 
teasing him, which he usually enjoyed. I say ‘usually’ because like 
all people, Noel had his buttons and he had a rather spectacular 
temper, which didn’t happen very often, but pity help the poor 
person who pushed the wrong button at the wrong time. The 
miscreant was treated to a very spectacular fireworks display 
followed five minutes later by an abject apology when the real 
Noel reasserted itself.
Another button which we regularly pushed to tease him was the 
question: When are you going to leave Whitefriars College? This 
always elicited the same response. In a voice which would drown 
out the horn of a diesel locomotive he would declare: I’m never 
leaving the College. I once mischievously suggested that he 
might like to go and work in Zumalai in East Timor and was not 
disappointed by the anticipated response. Every mischievous 
comment about his going elsewhere was short circuited by “I’m 
not leaving the school. He must have said the same thing in the 
presence of Neil Crossan at Whitefriars College since Neil quotes 
him in that excellent tribute in the Whitefriaras saying :If I have 
my way, I’ll be here until they carry me out in a box’. Well Noel, 
you certainly had your way.
Mention of Whitefriars College brings us, of course, to the 
most identifiable part of the ministerial life of Noel. He loved 
the school with a passion which did not diminish one bit with 
the passing of his years there or his own increasing age. I think 
that the jar of Minties in his office has seriously contributed to 
the undermining of the dental health of several generations of 
young Victorians.

From 1968 until 2015, with a few temporary interruptions, 
Noel has spread his magic at Whitefriars College as a teacher, a 
Principal, and a Chaplain. He has encouraged, supported, cared 
for, listened to, guided, at times challenged countless thousands 
of students and former students, their parents and staff. I don’t 
know how many weddings, baptisms and funerals of former 
students he has done-free of charge I believe-from Mildura to 
Orbost and from Portland to Corryong. He was even prepared 
to go overseas to do weddings of former students, but I’m not 
sure that any eventuated, but the offer was there. To quote Neil 
Crossan again “ So what is it that has endeared this man to so 
many people over the years? Quite simply, he cares for people 
and he always has time for them. His office door is always open 
and a warm welcome is always assured, whether for current 
students, old boys, parents or staff. And once established, the 
strong relationship remains.” A marvellous commentary on Noel, 
and how utterly wonderful is it that such a glowing and accurate 
tribute can see the light of day for him to read and enjoy, just 
weeks before his death.
Noel has left an enormous spiritual monument at Whitefriars 
College, although, who knows, it may not be beyond the bounds 
of impossibility that some physical part of the school might one 
day bear his name.
Almae in Fide Parentis is the school motto-in the care of a loving 
parent. This strongly Marian reference also sums up the life and 
ministry of Noel, not only at the College, but in the other places 
where Noel has lived and worked, and in his Carmelite life in our 
Province of Australia and East Timor.
Thank you Noel for the ministry you have so faithfully given. 
Thank you Noel for the beautiful spirit in which you have given 
this ministry. Thank you Noel for being the man you have been 
with us and for us.
May you now rest in the peace of Christ.

~ VINCENT NOEL KIERCE ~
Eulogy delivered at Funeral for Fr Vincent Noel Kierce on 15 May 2015 in 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Middle Park, by Fr Laurie Timms, O.Carm.
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An Extract from the presentation
by Mr. John Finn 

(Principal Whitefriars College) 

at the Memorial service for Fr Noel 
on Wednesday May 13 2015.

On Wednesday May 13 some 1500 people attended 
a Memorial Service for Fr Noel at the College.  Here is 
an extract of the welcome presented by Mr John Finn 
Principal Whitefriars College. 

“We have witnessed thousands of words that have been 
written about Fr Noel since his passing.  There has been 
an outpouring of affection for a man who has been 
Principal, Chaplain, mentor and friend to so many over 
a 40 year journey.

We are here tonight to honour that legacy.

Fr Noel lived a beautiful life and had a beautiful death.  
Here was a man still working fulltime at 79 years of 

age in the role he loved, where he was respected and 
influential.

Fr Noel got his wish to finish his days at Whitefriars.  
For those of us left behind we are challenged to aspire 
to providing the generations of boys to come with that 
level of humble servant leadership.

Vale Fr Noel Kierce.

The Lord has welcomed a person of great faith and 
humble service into his eternal keeping.

May he rest in God’s peace in the arms of our loving 
mother.

Almae In Fide Parentis.”

“How fortunate we were to have Noel in our lives... 
to grow our boys into young men. 
We were blessed.”

Anon Mother

Editors Note:  Like so many of our community, 
our family had a long association with Whitefriars 
as they educated our two sons.  There were many 
wonderful times and stories about Fr Kierce – 
“Rather Fierce Fr Kierce” I heard for the first time 
recently, however when Fr Kierce appeared to 
concelebrate the funeral mass for my husband 
– without I am sure any of the family thinking to 
contact him – Such is the Whitefriars network – I 
was reminded fondly of the Principal of the College 
who accepted an application for our son to attend, 
in which my husband had quite innocently written 
PAGAN in answer to the question of Fathers 
Religion?
We had after all, always referred to him as The 
Pagan.  
Obviously Fr Kierce didn’t have a problem with 
Pagans.

I joined the Whitefriars community in mid 1987 in 
year 7 as a 13-year-old import from the USA without 
a friend in the world. I felt like a duck out of water 
having been relocated away from family and friends 
mid year at an impressionable and sensitive age. Fr 
Kierce was the first person I met at the school and he 
did his very best to reassure my parents and I that I 
was in good hands. Of course he was right. Over the 
years my parents and I became very close with the 
Carmelite community both at the school and at the 
then monastery in Park Rd. I was fortunate enough 
to live near the school in Whitefriars Way and would 
wave to the Merinda community at the top of the 
hill to and from school. They are fond memories. I 
never had cause to experience the Minties some of 
the unfortunate others did due to being summoned 
to Noel’s office for the occasional misdemeanor. 
But I did experience the magic of his friendship and 
the genuine interest and care he always conveyed 
in every exchange. Noel would playfully refer to 
me as “the American boy” and I am grateful for 
having known him as a principal and chaplain of a 
school that has had a profoundly positive impact on 
thousands.
Brian O’Neil
Class of 1992
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PROFILE ON PITCH
(Part 1)

Who are the Parish Musicians & Singers?
Helen Scorgie: Joined HS Parish in 1993.  I have always loved to sing. Briefly learned piano in primary 
school and singing in the last year of high school.I joined the choir about 5 years ago and joined the 
lead singer roster 2014.  I once played one handed (sometimes one fingered) due to a shortage of 
accompanists and at the request of the singers. P.S. I have not been invited back! I am a soprano, singing 
mainly melody, sometimes descant, sometimes have the privilege of singing with the men.

Mary Jones: I have been in the parish of Holy Spirit for 18 years. I started learning organ at a very young age and started 
playing at school Masses when I was in Grade 5 - I missed a lot of class time! My dad loved music and classical music could be 
heard blaring from the lounge room every Sunday morning. Everyone in my family learnt an instrument or two. Music has taken 
me many places, including into the recording studio several times and overseas twice touring with the band ‘Salvation Jane’. Our 
own children are following in my footsteps with saxophone, trombone, piano and guitar.

Marilyn Grant: Began piano lessons aged 10. My father loved classical music. Became HS Parishioner 
1973, joined HSP choir 1974, and sang soprano then alto. In 1987 I did an organist course and shared 
accompanying choir with Maree Buttler. In 1999 Maree & I became co leaders  of the Choir.

David Heath: Moved to HS Parish in July 1991.My father could play banjo and was the piano man in a Jazz Band in Adelaide. 
I took up guitar about 30 years ago, self-taught but I don’t practise, and would love to learn Piano. I joined the HS Choir about 6 
years ago. I am a highly restricted tenor.

Karen McQuade: Joined HSP in 1987 just after my husband and I built our first house in Croydon 
Hills. My mother sang and played the piano and my sisters all sang and played musical instruments. 
I began piano lessons at secondary school and continued for five years.  I joined the choir in 2008. I 
have been part-time since then, as I need to fit in my busy schedule as a teacher. I enjoy practising and 
singing for the Easter and Christmas seasons with afriendly and fun-loving group of singers.

Debbie Neilsen: Joined HSP in 1983. Music was always playing in our home on the Hi-Fi system. I 
have sung for as long as I can remember. I learnt guitar when I was 15, to accompany myself singing, 
and I played the lead role in the school musicals about three times. I don’t remember exactly when I 
joined the choir. In 1993 & 94 Jan Wagner and I co-produced the two Parish Variety Shows, where I met 
Kerry Haddow. In 2001 we began singing acapella 4 part harmony (Barbershop) and had to give up 
choir and became lead singers. I am a soprano but sing “Lead” in Barbershop.
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Bill Buttler: I was interested in folk and rock music from about 13, but didn’t get to learn an 
instrument until I was about 20.  I taught myself guitar and harmonica, and got interested in traditional 
Australian and Celtic music during the 1980s. When we were first married we lived in Croydon and in 
1977 Maree and I were running a youth group at the old St Edmund’s church in Croydon.  We moved to 
North Ringwood and joined Holy Spirit about 1982. I started playing guitar with Michael Harris’s youth 
group shortly after that to help out.  I play at Mass because I enjoy the challenge of adapting organ 
music for the guitar.

Bill O’Dwyer: Fran & I joined HSP as Fr Mogg was leaving.(2002) I loved singing as a boy, and always 
listened to my Mum singing along with the radio.I have no musical training. I joined HSP choir and a 
community choir and have been singing at a Ringwood nursing home for the last six years. I sing Tenor, 
but I do sing with the Sopranos in the Community Choir when the other men are singing base.

Maree Buttler: Bill & I joined HSP in 1982 when we returned from NZ. As a small child I loved singing 
around the house. My Mum was in her church choir. I started piano lessons when I was 10. In 1986 Bill 
gave me a piano accordion for my birthday. Soon after we joined the Victorian Folk Music Club and 
have been playing folk music ever since. I also play the Celtic harp, which I play at Mass sometimes. 
In 1987Marilyn  & I replied to a request from Father Mogg for pianists who would be willing to learn 
the organ. We did a course for reluctant organists. That was the start of my long association with the 
choir. In  1999 Marilyn and I became co leaders of the choir. I especially enjoy our practices for the big 
celebrations in the Church year (Christmas and Easter).

Kerry Haddow: I joined HSP in 1987. I learnt guitar in grade 3 In Maryborough. When I was a teenager 
I would play guitar at the youth masses on a Sunday evening. I played country music and performed at 
the Wattle Festival. I started singing at HS Sunday evening Masses with Maree & Bill Buttler. I joined the 
choir about 1989 as an alto. I now sing with anacapellagroup, Vocal Vibes. I love being a lead singer and 
consider singing a beautiful way to pray.

Margaret Curry: I joined Holy Spirit Parish, when it was separated from Our Lady’s Ringwood, which I joined in1961, and 
where my children went to school. I began piano lessons aged 10 being taught by the Sisters of St Joseph. My first attempt at 
organ playing was at Sunday night Benediction on an old Pedal organ. I began accompanying the HSP Choir from its beginning, 
under the direction of the late Mike Sully and then under the late Gerry Kaye, until my retirement and succession by Marilyn and 
Maree in 1987.

Lisa Bullock: Peter, Anthony and I moved to Nth Ringwood and joined HSP in 1984. I joined the 
choir the same year. Gerry Kaye was Choir Master and was always very supportive. I have always sung 
and was encouraged by a Nun at school. I had a short stint of formal vocal training and have sung in 
school musicals and other choirs. I love singing harmony. I am a soprano/descant soprano. I feel really 
privileged to be a lead singer.

Loretta Fergusson: I joined the Parish in 1995. My mother wanted me to play piano and I began 
lessons aged 8 or 9. I joined the Parish choir about 2000, as a soprano. I had been in school choir as 
a child. The only singing, other than choir is with the Evergreens monthly Mass.  (Since writing this 
Loretta has retired from the Parish Choir).
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I did promise to write something about my recent trip and the 
experiences we enjoyed, however, it has been a troubled path to 
getting started.
It is always hard to encapsulate such a myriad of experiences 
within one’s mind let alone choose words that would accurately 
convey them.
Only three short years since my last trip to Europe, the sad events 
of recent aviation tragedies gave rise to thoughts that were not 
around when I last ventured forth, although, going back to my 
earlier days of travel, highjacking was the fear for a period of 
time which now seems to be forgotten.
We travelled to Italy though London and spent the first week 
of our holiday in the countryside near Cordona in Tuscany.  
Initially, when asked for highlights of the trip I cited this week in 
the relative quiet of a rural area, close to the numerous walled 
towns that are so familiar to this area. Travelling to Sienna, San 
Giminignano, Florence, and Assisi – learning so much about St 
Francis, was very special.  All places so different and wonderful.  
This enjoyment was somewhat subdued by the news of the 
plane crash in the French Alps – one could not help but be 
downcast by the horror of it all.
However three days in Athens, immersed in its ancient history 
and the uncertain politics of the modern Athens was another 
experience begging for recognition, and has given rise to much 
thought since. – What are our responsibilities to our society in 
terms of - the politicians we elect; of the taxes we pay or don’t 
pay etc.
Then there was Rome, where thanks to the intervention of many 
wonderful people we were able to attend Mass, celebrated by 
Pope Francis at St Peters on Easter Sunday.
Being there with those thousands of people, queuing from 0630 
for a Mass that began at 1030, in rain that began at 0700 and did 
not ease for a moment until about 1115 – Was this a highlight?  
It certainly was SOMETHING.
I did not get a glimpse of Pope Francis either live or on the 
big screen until well after the offertory.  Cloaked in yellow rain 
ponchos, clutching umbrellas in hands that were frozen, wet 

bottoms, water running through our shoes, down our backs, 
everywhere and yes, it was worth every minute of it.
Even when the Popemobile took a quick turn and missed our 
particular part of the crowd it was still worth it, but when Pope 
Francis gave his Easter message from the balcony, was definitely 
a moment I shall never forget.
The depth of feeling for his fellow man was almost palpable, even 
though he spoke in another language, it was so moving, I still can 
feel the pain in his voice as he spoke of those experiencing the 
pain of loss, of those caught up in wars, the neglected refugees, 
the slavery trade still continuing.
Rome to New York, a contrast to say the very least.  Who can 
adequately describe New York in a few words – Noise, noise and 
more noise perhaps?
Whilst not my first visit, it was still a unique experience as every 
visit is different – This was purely as a tourist whereas the last 
time I was there to attend a friends sons wedding.
Travel for me always highlights the freedoms we experience on a 
daily basis in this country, freedoms we are not even consciously 
aware of.
The space that we enjoy – We visited the famous Central Park 
several times and whilst the area is large, it did not seem so to 
me.  When I tried to rationalize this, I think it was the fact that it 
is such a relatively small area when you consider the millions of 
people who live on this one island, and this is the only park of 
any sizable nature for all of them to enjoy.
Looking down from the lofty heights of the Empire State 
building, you see it as a very small rectangle of green in a sea of 
skyscrapers.
Walking through the park, I saw squirrels and three varieties of 
birds!  We see more birds on the medium strip of the Eastern 
Freeway on any given day than I saw in my eleven days in New 
York - This is not meant to be a criticism of this great city but 
rather an awareness of some of the many things that we enjoy 
on a daily basis and do not even notice.

Travelling...

Easter Sunday Mass at 
the Vatican

The Rain has Stopped!

Central Park Amongst the High Rises
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Seasonally Spring had arrived and there was evidence in the 
blossom and some blooming bulbs, but more evident in that 
great park were the bare areas where the snow had lain, and the 
burnt leaves of trees and shrubs telling the story of late snowfalls.  
The daily television talk shows reminded parents to ensure their 
children did the appropriate warm up exercises prior to playing 
games and sport as little muscles need stretching after the 
confinement of apartment living through the Winter months.
Shops are much the same the world over now, generally the 
same brands etc. and there are always some that are more 
glitzy than others, so I personally don’t notice many changes 
in the retail environment, although there did seem to be more 
optimism in the sector than during my previous visit in 2005.
Our apartment for the visit was on the Upper East side, so an 
affluent area where dogs are wheeled to the park in very smart 
dog strollers, but other things are the same the world over -We 
were next to the Sloan Kettering Cancer Hospital and it was not 
unusual to get into a lift with a patient in a wheelchair with a 
nurse – obviously patients receiving treatment at the hospital 
and being accommodated in our apartment building after Day 
Procedures etc.
The genuine warmth and care of the apartment staff in the lobby 
was an unexpected highlight.  I always have trouble with the 
fact that people in America have to rely on tips to supplement 
inadequate wages, and often you know staff are only being nice 
because they need the tips, but the staff here were delightful 
in their friendship and seemingly genuine care – Nothing was 
ever a bother and they would assist in any way they could always 
with a smile.
The taxis – apparently there are 10,000 taxis in New York.  
Enjoying dinner one night in a seat facing the street, I counted 
the vehicles that passed between changes of traffic lights; one in 
every five vehicles was a taxi, and there is a lot of traffic!
Washington on the Amtrak, the same route as the train that 
came off the tracks in Philadelphia recently killing and injuring 
so many people - Yet another example of the randomness of life 
and death.
The only trouble we had was being advised by a conductor 
that we were in a quiet carriage and people were looking at us 
because we were talking!
Again, due to the efforts of several wonderful people, we 
were given a guided tour of the Capital buildings, using the 
underground accesses to travel between them – as usual we 
walked for miles and got to sit in the Senate Chamber where the 
President gives his State of the Nation address.  We were even 
lucky enough to get places in a tour of the White House itself for 
the following morning.
Here I experienced my most ignominious minutes – I was pulled 
from the queue at the second security check, and placed in a 
“holding area”; a small cyclone enclosure, as my documents 
were not in order.
The date of birth they had listed was not the same as my Passport 
so I knew THEY had made the mistake, and the first ten minutes 
was amusing.  
However after another ten minutes by which time two individual 
women both in tears were refused entry and escorted back to 
the previous checkpoint, it didn’t seem anywhere near as funny!  
Forty minutes later, the girl with the two mobile phones checking 
the documents of the miscreants in the “pen”, advised the senior 
soldier that my embassy had confirmed my details and I was 
allowed to re-enter the queue.  Then, I had to confess to the 

soldier at the next checkpoint that I had irregular documentation 
but had been cleared to proceed, and had to wait again as he 
radioed back to the previous checkpoint to verify the truth of my 
statement – Finally I got into the White House!
I fully understand the need for security and have no issue at all 
with that side of it, but was humbled by the experience of being 
“other” – being the excluded, alien, even if only for forty minutes!
Visits to the Smithsonian Air & Space Museum, the Native 
American Museum and Arlington Cemetery were nowhere near 
as problematic and equally great experiences.
Unforgettable experiences come in all shapes & variations.  One 
such was on the OPEN top deck of a Big Red Bus Tour on our last 
night in Washington – We thought we were just doing the ninety 
minute Washington Monuments by night tour, but no – It was 
the full three hour route and it rained the whole time! Poncho’s 
again – great fashion statement – White this time.
Four weeks into our journey we flew out of Washington and 
headed for California and some warm weather.
Arriving in Las Vegas, my first visit was  - I am still trying to think 
of adequate words to describe my first impressions.  Perhaps 
in the manner that New York is noise, noise, noise, Vegas is 
people, people and more people and amazing structures sitting 
improbably, as if picked up from around the world by a giant 
twister and dropped in the California desert.
The queue for taxis leaving the airport was possibly the largest I 
have ever seen. Very orderly and proceeded quickly, without ill 
feeling or grumblings about the length of the queue. Obviously 
it is a very popular Conference and exhibition centre and we 
were surrounded by people very excited to be in VEGAS for one 
conference or another. Of course, there were also some of the 
jaded businessmen who had been there and done it all before.
The journey in to the centre of town is short – with improbable 
skyscraper buildings, a pyramid, a miniature New York skyline, 
complete with an Empire State top and a Chrysler building.  

Outside the White House
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Our accommodation was at The Venetian – With canals, 
Gondolas and Gondoliers singing from Italian opera’s in Italian! 
And, everywhere you go within the buildings, you have to walk 
through the gaming areas.
These hotels are huge with the biggest having not just hundreds 
but thousands of rooms!  You need a map to get to your room.
It is the town people generally either love or hate.  I am very 
happy I had the opportunity to go there, but the only reason I 
would return would be to use LasVegas as a base to see more of 
the Grand Canyon area and Arizona.
Our flight from Boulder Airport to the Grand Canyon was 
definitely on the highlight list. My most enduring memory will 
be of the six or so helicopters, perched at angles like giant red 
dragonflies on a small mesa within the Grand Canyon where we 
stopped for lunch.
From Vegas to Disneyland for three days did not seem like a 
great leap really, both share similarities of their own realities.  
That magical place that so many of my generation only dreamed 
of seeing, like most childhood things of our imagination was 
smaller than we imagined.  Noelene was expecting the fairy 
castle to be huge, but unlike Vegas, things at Disneyland were 
generally on a much smaller scale.
Were we disappointed?  Not for a minute.  
We spent two exhausting days discovering the wonders of both 
parks and meeting Australians who were visiting or living in 
silicone valley – One young woman in the queue for the Dumbo 
ride, had moved with her family to Silicone Valley earlier this 
year from Jull Parade North Ringwood.
The most amazing thing about Disneyland for us was the manner 
in which thousands of adults and children queue for hours 
for the various rides and attractions, with a minimum of fuss 
and grumbling. We Australians could learn a good deal about 
patience from these wonderful, good natured QUEUERS…I 
don’t think that is a word but it should be!
Even amongst the smallest of children there were very few 
upsets, and we spent twelve hour days there so we are qualified 
to proffer an opinion.
From Disneyland to Hollywood Los Angeles, a real fantasyland!
My wonderful friend who organized the trip had tried to vary 
our accommodation and Hollywood was a masterstroke.  We 
stayed in the Roosevelt Hotel on Hollywood Boulevard – I mean 
if you are going to be in Hollywood, where else but at the 1920’s 
hotel that was home to the first OSCAR nights.
Largely unchanged, the hotel itself it was very dark and 
masculine, complete with the two story motel units added 

around the pool in the 1950’s.  We are told it was in one of these 
units that Marilyn Munroe lived, until her untimely demise.
Across the road was the Chinese Theatre, home of the modern 
OSCARS, and first night movie releases on a regular basis.  We 
stood with hundreds on the other side of the street to watch 
the celebrities arrive for the opening night of the new Rhys 
Witherspoon movie – interesting to watch.
It was only as we were moving on that I noticed we had been 
standing in front of a “Hooters”.
We did the obligatory tour of the homes of the famous etc., but 
in true Australian style, disappointed our guide greatly when we 
failed to become excited by the fact that this or that celebrity 
must be at home because his or her garbage bins were out?
Nevertheless it was interesting to see the famous 90210 Zip 
Code, Beverley Hills, and a visit to Santa Monica beach was of 
equal interest.  Sitting near the window eating lunch we were 
treated to having a member of the paparazzi pop up and take a 
photo through the window.  Not, alas of us, but of some celebrity 
who had walked in to the restaurant.
What remains uppermost in my mind when I return home 
though is the impression of the social fabric of the places we 
visited. 
The refugee crisis is everywhere, Italy has thousands arriving 
every month and the crimes perpetrated on them by the “People 
Smugglers” are unspeakable.
This is a problem of enormous proportions worldwide, and 
one that will not readily be solved. I believe it will eventually 
challenge our belief in “our place – our country.
– Athens, that once proud city, now reduced to an all-embracing 
poverty.  Retailers are so obviously desperate for cash, I found 
myself wanting to buy anything to help out – Helicopters in Grand Canyon

The Statue of Liberty - In Las Vegas?
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C R O S S W O R D  C O R N E R
Down
1. Cutting tool (3)
2. Remedy (4)
3. Wildcat (6)
4. Contradiction in terms (7)
6. Article of clothing (7)

8. Findings of a jury (7)
9. Of times long past (7)
11. Attack (6)
14. Dull pain (4)
17. Concealed (3)

Across
1. Oily or greasy (9)
5. Bet (5)
7. Young eel (5)
9. Land measure (4)
10. Sultry (6)
12. Dairy product (6)
13. Hex (4)
15. Crowd scene actor (5)
16. Hidden drawback (5)
18. Accumulated (9)

We hired a taxi for two days to take us to the various sites.

Our driver and guide a pleasant uncomplaining man, told us of 
his only son aged in his mid twenties, who had never had a job – 
No he did not go to University – there was no money.  This driver 
supports several extended families as they have no one working 
and therefore no incomes at all.

Another taxi driver was an angry man, who it seemed, disliked 
everyone and was very willing to share his many dislikes with us!  
However, we did succeed in making him laugh by the time we 
got back to our hotel.

America reinforced my impressions from my last visit that it is, 
at its very heart, a nation on its knees.  The unresolved issues 
of poverty, unemployment, the incredible gap between the rich 
and the poor, and the issues of the African Americans place in 
that society – Two were shot by police and a third fatally injured 
whilst in police custody during the time we spent in New York 
– The irony of the immaculate war cemeteries and the maimed 
veterans, begging in the streets - all appear to me to be leading 
to inevitable civil unrest on a scale unimaginable.

I see important lessons for we Australians in all of this; we too 
need to address the festering issues within our society before 
they become irreconcilable.  Long term unemployment is one 
of the greatest blights on any society as it generally affects the 
poorest within society most adversely, and thus gives rise to 
resentments that become generational and make us all, a less 
generous and more judgmental society.

But the world continues to turn and for that, and a safe return 
home we thank God. I feel very privileged to have been able to 
make another journey of such discovery and joy.

Helen KonynenburgDisneyland Fun
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GOOD FRIDAY 
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Easter 2015
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In a talk to launch a report by the Australian 
Indigenous Education Foundation recently, 
Tony Abbott spoke of ‘the tyranny of low 
expectations’.
The elegant phrase rightly encouraged 
students and schools to set themselves 
high goals and to trust themselves to reach 
them. It is indeed a tyranny to settle for the 
mediocre.
But such well-crafted and sweeping phrases 
always raise deeper questions. We need to 
ask why people have low expectations. The 
reasons often have to do with culture and 
not simply with the individual.
Low expectations are rife in impoverished 
communities that are lacking in material 
and educational resources, excluded from 
social participation by race, poverty or 
distance, with few mentors and little say in 
the decisions that affect their lives. What 
else would we expect? So low expectations 
cannot be addressed solely by exhorting 
individuals; community disadvantage needs 
also to be attended to.
‘The tyranny of low expectations’ is an 
evocative phrase that invites more general 
reflection on education and public life. I 
believe that the Australian approach to 
education does indeed impose a tyranny 
of low expectations. The expectations are 
framed in economic terms, and are focused 
on the individual. So high expectations are 
usually defined by economic achievement 
and its attendant wealth and status, and 
the goal for schools is success in enabling 
students to participate economically.
The controlling educational metaphor 
is economic, where costs and benefits 
are assessed in financial terms, students 
are assessed by competitive exams that 
dominate the curriculum, and schools 
measured by quantifiable results. Both 
schools and students are players and pawns 
in the educational market.
The tyranny of low expectation, confined to 
economic participation and performance, 
leads to a pervasive sense of failure among 
those who cannot compete and competitive 
relationships between the successful. This in 
turn weakens the trust needed for a vigorous 
economy. People are trained to compete in 
given structures, not to think outside those 
structures.
These expectations sell human beings short. 
The good of society and the growth of young 
people depend on the encouragement of 
wonder, of reflective gifts, of creativity. It 

requires nurturing the sense of other people 
as other - not as competitors but as fellow 
human beings whose flourishing is integral 
to one’s own good.
These qualities also underpin a healthy 
economy, since they foster innovation, 
loyalty to a common enterprise, a 
questioning attitude to conventional 
institutional arrangements, and a readiness 
to set aside one’s own interests for the 
common good. These are the building blocks 
of a self-sustaining economic culture.
Nurturing of qualities of this kind will also 
prepare the members of disadvantaged 
communities to struggle together for a 
better life, rather than luring their most able 
members out of the communities.
Higher expectations will encourage a 
different style and emphasis in education. 
It will emphasise the communication of 
wisdom, encouragement of curiosity, and 
development of character. It will embody 
cooperation rather than competition, 
and prepare people both to participate in 
economic life and to question continually 
how far the economic relationships in 
a given society serve or undermine the 
common good.
The tyranny of low expectations in 
education is matched by a similar tyranny 
in political leadership. Political parties see 
the task of governance through the lens of 
an economic metaphor. They preside over 
competing individuals, each of whom seeks 
economic advantage and so contributes to 
the national wealth. They see their role as 
negotiating between competing interests, 

which in practice means sustaining an 
economic framework in which the gap in 
wealth and power between the rich and the 
poor continues to grow.
This model of governance has consequences. 
It fosters resentment of those who do not 
or cannot contribute to the economy. They 
are costs in the national economy, and are 
regarded as valueless. So the government 
will force them to participate by cutting 
funds on which they depend to live, or 
require that they fulfill humiliating and 
meaningless requirements designed to 
prepare them for work that is not available.
It also leads to the squeezing out and 
weakening of community groups that 
represent people who are disadvantaged 
or stand in the way of wealth making. They 
are forced to compete with one another for 
funding and are restricted in their right to 
advocate. Remote Indigenous communities 
will be forced off their land to live individual 
lives at the edge of towns.  
All this leads to alienation from the political 
process and resentment. People know 
that they are more than economically 
competitive individuals. They want more 
from governance. So political leaders should 
free themselves from the tyranny of low 
expectations, encourage the bonds that bind 
people together through strengthening 
community groups and consulting them 
in decisions hat affect their members. They 
should also look to the common good, 
building a society in which the good of each 
member, and particularly the good of the 
most vulnerable is ensured.

Education with higher expectations

Andrew Hamilton is consulting editor of Eureka Street. 

Thank you to Andrew Hamilton and Eureka Street for their permission to reprint.

Andrew Hamilton |  27 May 2015
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A snapshot...
Name: 
Michelle Sherriff
Role in the Parish: 
Parish Religious 
Education Co-ordinator 
and School Parent 

My earliest memory... 
Hawthorn winning the 1978 Grand Final! Yay!    
I was only three!

At school I always... put my hand up with the answer.

My drink of choice... Pepsi Max.

My father always told me... to say please and thank you.

I wish I had... more time in my days.

I wish I hadn’t... volunteered myself for this snapshot.

My most humiliating moment... 
Dancing in the opposite direction to everyone else 
in my 5 year old ballet concert! I remember it 
like it happened yesterday. 

My happiest moment... Our Wedding Day and the birth 
of our three children.

At home I cook... every day. Whatever I can cook in the 
quickest possible time. 

My favourite gadget is... my iphone.

I’m loving... some of the funny things my three year 
old says! “I don’t want to eat that, that’s 
be-sgusting!” (disgusting!)

Friends say I am... alsways keen for a coffee catch up!

If only I could... travel more. After living in London for 
4 years, I really miss exploring new places and 
always having travel adventures planned.

The last big belly laugh I had... was watching Seinfeld! It’s 
still so funny 20 years on.

What I don’t find amusing is... Bullying.

I’m always being asked...  questions I don’t know the 
answers to! Thank goodness for Google!

My favourite game is... Billionaire!
At the moment I’m reading... twitter! 

If I were a car I’d be... one with a coffee cup holder

I often wonder about... how did we live without the 
internet?

Happy Birthday 
Fr. Joe!

Reflection on Mother’s Day
I think I was a pretty average kid.  I assumed a lot of things, 
in the way that children do.  They take something small and 
generalizing it, like finding a daisy at the park and assuming 
that there would be daisies at every park.  It is a truly wondrous 
time.
I assumed, like many kids, that there would be food on the 
table, my clothes would be cleaned, and that my life would 
continue as normal.  I don’t ever remember feeling true 
appreciation for those things, or for the person who made 
them all happen – my mum.
My levels of genuine appreciation slowly grew when I moved 
out of home, and increased dramatically when I had my own 
children (although truthfully, I had little time to ponder these 
things when they were younger).
As my children grow, I am becoming aware of the enormity 
of this task we call ‘motherhood’.  It is like having a piece of 
your own heart walking around in another body.  It hurts, they 
fight, they push, they hurt and it never ends.
The popular game show Family Feud, asked the question 
“Who do you call in an emergency?”  The top answer – before 
000, or RACV, or a doctor was – MUM.
So this Mother’s Day, I may give my mum a Hallmark card, 
and I will probably do what the television says and ‘give her 
something special this Mother’s Day’.  And I will.  This year, 
and every year I give my heartfelt appreciation.  Not just on 
Mother’s Day, but every day, and to every mum, I give my 
appreciation.
The support and sacrifice of mother’s every day, and 
everywhere is what keeps the world spinning.  Their love, 
support and empathy is so needed today.  To my own gorgeous 
mum, who showed me how it’s done, I will forever appreciate 
you and your little piece of heart that beats inside me.   
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Fellow parishioners, 

We intend this to be a regular column in the Spirit Magazine 
to inform you of our view of what has been happening in the 
parish over the past few months, and what you could expect 
over the next few months.

We are already half way through the year which is shaping up 
to be one that we can be very happy with.  The Sportspersons 
Mass on Saturday 28th February at 6 pm and social event 
afterwards (BBQ and cricket game) were fabulous celebrations 
of our Holy Spirit community. More than 200 sportspersons, 
parents and regular mass goers attended, showing how 
vibrant our community can be. We thank all who attended and 
we are indebted to the Parish House staff for putting a lot of 
thought and planning into the event. 

Since then, the Foundation (Prep) Welcome Mass on Sunday 
15th March met with equal success.  Again we thank the 
organisers and all who attended and participated. We specially 
thank the Grade 6 leaders for helping out. 

Lent and Holy Week have come and gone, with the parish 
offering excellent, solemn, and thought provoking services. 
We not only thank all those involved in organising the various 
services, but admire the creativity of our fellow parishioners.

We, members of the PPC would like to see more people being 
part of, and taking part in, our wonderful community.  We 
also would like to see our community being ‘Alive in Faith’. 
Therefore, our aim this year is to concentrate on the following 
two goals of the Parish Plan - ‘Community and Hospitality’ and 
‘Liturgy and Celebration’.  

To achieve these objectives, we have decided to host:

1. A Community Mass and Meal on Sunday 21st June 2015 at 
5 pm.

2. A Trivia Night on 7th August 2015. This will be a purely 
social occasion as we have not had one in the Parish for 

quite a while.  A secondary aim of the Trivia Night will be 
to raise funds.

3. A Thanksgiving Mass on Sunday 29th November 2015 at 5 
pm, followed by a meal. 

We welcome your support in making these three events 
wonderful celebrations of our community. Please put the 
dates in your calendars now so that you can attend. So, what 
else have we been doing? 

The PPC Charter and Plan Pastoral Plan 2015 – 2018 has now 
been published and is on the Holy Spirit Parish website. This 
is an important document for the PPC which we believe will 
serve this and future parish pastoral councils well for years to 
come. 

We are always seeking new councillors. So, please let us know if 
you would like to be on the Parish Pastoral Council. No special 
qualifications or attributes are needed – just bring yourself. 

In order to obtain new members we have written to ten parish 
groups to nominate a member from their group to be on the 
PPC. So far the School Board, the Evergreens and St Vinnies 
have nominated members to be on the PPC. We look forward 
to the nominated people joining the PPC as this can only 
improve the work of the PPC. 

Finally, there is renewed interest in completing the 
development of the parish website which had stalled over 
the past 18 months. Completing the initial work proposed 
and further developing the website should help the parish 
function better. 

So, all in all, we look forward to three great social events, two 
community masses, broader representation on the PPC and a 
comprehensive website. Also, we look back on the excellent 
work and effort of the people involved in all aspects of parish 
life and activities. The excellent work continues.

We have much to be thankful for and much to look forward to.

From the PPC...
Much to be happy about and much to look forward too!

!

!

!
We!specialize!in!Dementia!Care!–!with!a!total!of!3!psychiatric!nurses!helping!to!plan!and!manage!
care.!Registered!nurses!run!every!shift.!Activities!are!diverse!and!range!from!outings!to!the!Theatre!
all!the!way!through!to!games!on!our!iPad.!We!don’t!just!provide!care!–!we!actually!care!–!we!enjoy!
our!work,!and!that!reflects!positively!on!the!daily!experience!of!every!single!one!of!our!residents.!!

Della%dale%Aged%Care%is%a%
small,%301bed%permanent%
residential%aged%care%home.%
We%are%a%family%business%–%%
but%we%are%more%family%than%
business.%The%staff%and%the%
residents%are%all%extensions%of%
our%family%–%and%this%is%OUR%
home.%Come%and%have%a%tour%
with%us.%Call%us%on%98707393.%

 AGED*CARE*–*a*HOME*away*from*HOME*

www.delladale.com.au email: delladale.agedcare@gmail.com 

 17 Derwent St. 
Ringwood Nth. 
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Blessed are the meek,
for they will
inherit the earth
‘NOTHING IS SO STRONG AS GENTLENESS,
NOTHING SO GENTLE AS REAL STRENGTH.’

ST FRANCIS DE SALES

The Beatitudes give us the ultimate portrait of what it means 
to be a saint. But our contemporaries, who especially value 
self-assertion, individualism and ‘getting on’, have a very hard 
time accepting that being meek is any sort of ideal or blessing!

Meekness is anathema in our aggressive culture of strivers 
where winning is all important. Life for many is a Darwinian 
jungle where ‘survival of the fittest’ is the only golden rule.

Even in the Church, these last decades we have seen too many 
polarising ‘culture warriors’ who seem desperately searching 
for enemies within to fight and condemn. It is fascinating 
how extremists of all ideological types despise meekness and 
gentleness. They see it as a sign of weakness.

Thank God Pope Francis is meekly suggesting a wiser pastoral 
strategy! In calling the Church to a style of evangelisation that 
‘attracts’ rather than endlessly ‘scolds’, Pope Francis is affirming 
with St Francis de Sales that ‘nothing is so strong as gentleness, 
nothing so gentle as real strength’. Even better, it actually 
works pastorally!

For after all, meekness and gentleness are not character flaws. 
They are the ‘power of the powerless One’—which is available 
to any one of us who risks solidarity with the Crucified and

Risen Jesus.

Christ Jesus came not to the proud or the assertive ‘winners’. He 
came to the poor and the humble. He came meekly. Dorothy 
Day once wrote: ‘As for ourselves, yes, we must be meek, bear 
injustice, malice, rash judgement. We must turn the other 
cheek, give up our cloak, go a second mile.’

Of course, one cannot read books and earn degrees so as 
to become meek and humble. It cannot be achieved at all! 
Meekness and humility can only be ‘learnt’ by removing 
oneself from the endless competitiveness of our culture and 
simply being present to the suffering ones all around us. It is 
‘caught’, not ‘taught’.

Think of our own Melbourne ‘saint’, Sir Edward ‘Weary’ Dunlop. 
‘Weary’ demonstrated exceptional personal qualities of 
humility. He spent his life in service to others. Renowned as 
the ‘Christ of the Burma Railway’, he served for four years as 
medical officer, leader, motivator and death-defying advocate 
for fellow diggers during World War II. On ‘Weary’s’ return 
to Melbourne he became a powerful force for good in our 
community.

God dwelled within this Melbourne man. God’s meek ‘power’ 
in the world radiated from his humble persona. In his own way 
he was literally an icon of Christ.

I suppose one could give an erudite theological definition 
of the beatitude of ‘meekness’. But ultimately this mystery is 
revealed not in grand theories but in the faces of real living 
persons like ‘Weary’ Dunlop. That is where God’s glory truly 
shines.

Br Mark O’Connor FMS is Director of the Archbishop’s Office for 
Evangelisation.

This is the third in a series of articles on the Beatitudes.

10 SEPTEMBER 2013

We offer our condolences 
to all those in our community 
who have experienced the loss 

of a loved one. 

May it comfort you to know 
your community holds you in 

their prayers and hearts.

 

A Blessing
Who amongst us hasn’t had to agonise over this 
most difficult of decisions, then wondered for 

days (or more) later, 
What if…? 

If if should be…

If it be that I grow frail and weak,
And pain should wake me from my sleep,

Then you must do what must be done,
For this last battle can’t be won.

You will be sad -- I understand,
Don’t let your grief then stay your hand.

For this day, more than all the rest,
Your love and friendship stand the test.

We’ve had so many happy years,
What is to come will hold no fears,
You’d not want me to suffer ... so

When the time comes, please let me go.

Take me where all my needs they’ll tend,
BUT STAY WITH ME UNTIL THE END.

And hold me firm and speak to me
Until my eyes no longer see.

I know in time you too will see
It is a kindness you do to me.

Although my tail its last has waved,
From pain and suffering I’ve been saved.

Do not grieve that it should be you
Who must decide this thing to do.

We’ve been so close -- we two -- these years,
Don’t let your heart hold any tears.

Anon.
contributed by Gail Gaine

Grandparents’  
Answering Machine Message

Good morning…At present we are not at home, but please 
leave your message after you hear the beep.
beeeeeppp…
If you are one of our children, dial 1 and then select the 
option from 1 to 5 in order of “birth date” so we know who 
it is.
If you need us to stay with the children, press 2
If you want to borrow the car, press 3
If you want us to wash your clothes and do ironing, press 
4
If you want the grandchildren to sleep here tonight, press 5
If you want us to pick up the kids at school, press 6
If you want us to prepare a meal for Sunday or to have it 
delivered to your home, press 7
If you want to come to eat here, press 8
If you need money, press 9
If you are going to invite us to dinner or take us to the 
theatre, start talking…we are listening!!!!!!!!!!

Ann Gysbert 70 years, Pauline Bushell 90 years.

Shirley, Mary, Teresa, Val

Dina, Ann, Cathie

Sirley O’Brien 90 years
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My oldest daughter, Jenna, recently said to me, “My greatest fear as a 
child was that you and mom would get divorced. Then, when I was 
twelve, I decided that you fought so much that maybe it would be 
better if you did.” Then she added with a smile. “I’m glad you guys 
figured things out.”
For years my wife Keri and I struggled. Looking back, I’m not exactly 
sure what initially drew us together, but our personalities didn’t quite 
match up. And the longer we were married the more extreme the 
differences seemed. Encountering “fame and fortune” didn’t make 
our marriage any easier. In fact, it exacerbated our problems. The 
tension between us got so bad that going out on book tour became 
a relief, though it seems we always paid for it on re-entry. Our fighting 
became so constant that it was difficult to even imagine a peaceful 
relationship. We became perpetually defensive, building emotional 
fortresses around our hearts. We were on the edge of divorce and 
more than once we discussed it.
I was on book tour when things came to a head. We had just had 
another big fight on the phone and Keri had hung up on me. I was 
alone and lonely, frustrated and angry. I had reached my limit. That’s 
when I turned to God. Or turned on God. I don’t know if you could 
call it prayer–maybe shouting at God isn’t prayer, maybe it is–but 
whatever I was engaged in I’ll never forget it. I was standing in the 
shower of the Buckhead, Atlanta Ritz-Carlton yelling at God that 
marriage was wrong and I couldn’t do it anymore. As much as I hated 
the idea of divorce, the pain of being together was just too much. I 
was also confused. I couldn’t figure out why marriage with Keri was 
so hard. Deep down I knew that Keri was a good person. And I was 
a good person. So why couldn’t we get along? Why had I married 
someone so different than me? Why wouldn’t she change?
Finally, hoarse and broken, I sat down in the shower and began to 
cry. In the depths of my despair powerful inspiration came to me. You 
can’t change her, Rick. You can only change yourself. At that moment 
I began to pray. If I can’t change her, God, then change me. I prayed 
late into the night. I prayed the next day on the flight home. I prayed 
as I walked in the door to a cold wife who barely even acknowledged 
me. That night, as we lay in our bed, inches from each other yet miles 
apart, the inspiration came. I knew what I had to do.
 The next morning I rolled over in bed next to Keri and asked, “How 
can I make your day better?”
Keri looked at me angrily. “What?”
“How can I make your day better?”
“You can’t,” she said. “Why are you asking that?”
“Because I mean it,” I said. “I just want to know what I can do to make 
your day better.”
She looked at me cynically. “You want to do something? Go clean 
the kitchen.”
She likely expected me to get mad. Instead I just nodded. “Okay.” I got 
up and cleaned the kitchen.
The next day I asked the same thing. “What can I do to make your 
day better?”
Her eyes narrowed. “Clean the garage.”
I took a deep breath. I already had a busy day and I knew she had 
made the request in spite. I was tempted to blow up at her. Instead I 
said, “Okay.” I got up and for the next two hours cleaned the garage. 
Keri wasn’t sure what to think.
The next morning came. “What can I do to make your day better?”
“Nothing!” she said. “You can’t do anything. Please stop saying that.”
“I’m sorry,” I said. “But I can’t. I made a commitment to myself. What 
can I do to make your day better?”
“Why are you doing this?”
“Because I care about you,” I said. “And our marriage.”
The next morning I asked again. And the next.And the next. Then, 
during the second week, a miracle occurred. As I asked the question 

Keri’s eyes welled up with tears. Then she broke down crying. When 
she could speak she said, “Please stop asking me that. You’re not the 
problem. I am. I’m hard to live with. I don’t know why you stay with 
me.”
I gently lifted her chin until she was looking in my eyes. “It’s because I 
love you,” I said. “What can I do to make your day better?”
“I should be asking you that.”
“You should,” I said. “But not now. Right now, I need to be the change. 
You need to know how much you mean to me.”
She put her head against my chest. “I’m sorry I’ve been so mean.”
“I love you,” I said.
“I love you,” she replied.
“What can I do to make your day better?”
She looked at me sweetly. “Can we maybe just spend some time 
together?”
I smiled. “I’d like that.”
I continued asking for more than a month. And things did change. 
The fighting stopped. Then Keri began asking, “What do you need 
from me? How can I be a better wife?”
The walls between us fell. We began having meaningful discussions 
on what we wanted from life and how we could make each other 
happier. No, we didn’t solve all our problems. I can’t even say that we 
never fought again. But the nature of our fights changed. Not only 
were they becoming more and more rare, they lacked the energy 
they’d once had. We’d deprived them of oxygen. We just didn’t have 
it in us to hurt each other anymore.
Keri and I have now been married for more than thirty years. I not 
only love my wife, I like her. I like being with her. I crave her. I need 
her. Many of our differences have become strengths and the others 
don’t really matter. We’ve learned how to take care of each other and, 
more importantly, we’ve gained the desire to do so.
Marriage is hard. But so is parenthood and keeping fit and writing 
books and everything else important and worthwhile in my life. To 
have a partner in life is a remarkable gift. I’ve also learned that the 
institution of marriage can help heal us of our most unlovable parts. 
And we all have unlovable parts.
Through time I’ve learned that our experience was an illustration 
of a much larger lesson about marriage. The question everyone in 
a committed relationship should ask their significant other is, “What 
can I do to make your life better?” That is love. Romance novels (and 
I’ve written a few) are all about desire and happily-ever-after, but 
happily-ever-after doesn’t come from desire–at least not the kind 
portrayed in most pulp romances. Real love is not to desire a person, 
but to truly desire their happiness–sometimes, even, at the expense 
of our own happiness. Real love is not to make another person 
a carbon copy of one’s self. It is to expand our own capabilities of 
tolerance and caring, to actively seek another’s well being. All else is 
simply a charade of self-interest.
I’m not saying that what happened to Keri and me will work for 
everyone. I’m not even claiming that all marriages should be saved. 
But for me, I am incredibly grateful for the inspiration that came to 
me that day so long ago. I’m grateful that my family is still intact and 
that I still have my wife, my best friend, in bed next to me when I 
wake in the morning. And I’m grateful that even now, decades later, 
every now and then, one of us will still roll over and say, “What can I 
do to make your day better.” Being on either side of that question is 
something worth waking up for.
Richard Paul Evans is the #1 New York Times and USA Today 
bestselling author of The Christmas Box and the Michael Vey 
series. He is also the author of the New York Times bestselling The 
Walk series, the story of a man who, upon losing his wife, home 
and business, decides to walk across America. 
Read more at http://www.richardpaulevans.com/saved-marriage

Marriage
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Congratulations to the High Spirits RCIC children who received their 
First Eucharist in April. May God bless you and your families as you continue 

on your faith journey and grow closer to Jesus.

This term we’ve been most grateful to our 
Grade 6 students who are been assisting 
at weekend Masses in preparation for 
making their Confirmation. They’ve been 
a wonderful help at Children’s Liturgy; 
leading the younger children in prayer 
and helping them to understand the 
weekend’s readings. They have also 
assisted with organising the children’s 
instruments at the end of Mass and 
helping out with cordial and biscuits 
after Mass. A very big thank you to all the 
children and families who have helped 
out throughout the term, you’ve done an 
amazing job, thank you!

GRADE 
SIX MASS 
HELPERS
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PART D
Petition to Rome
Following on from the Advice of Fr. Mayet, 
Peter Julian happened to meet up with Fr. 
Touche, an old friend, who was going to Rome. 
Eymard asked him to present a petition to the 
pope a petition that Peter Julian had prepared. 
This petition said in part, “Holy Father, why 
should there not be men with a perpetual 
mission of prayer at the feet of Christ in His 
Divine Sacrament.” He went on to say such an 
order would combine contemplative prayer 
and ministry. He also said that Fr. Favre, the 
leader of the Marists, would not allow this 
work within the Marist Order.
Eymard was relieved of all his responsibilities 
within the Marists. “Nevertheless, he remained 
firmly convinced that his Eucharistic inspiration 
was a sure invitation from the Lord.”(Pelletier, 
p.69)  However, he did not receive an answer 
from Rome.
Fr Favre happened to be going to Rome and 
said he would discuss the matter with Pius IX. 
When he returned, he told Fr. Eymard that Fr. 
Alphonsus and Fr Jandel, the Master General 
of the Dominicans, had not approved his 
leaving the Marists. When Peter Julian asked 
him what the pope had actually said, Fr Favre, 
embarrassed, admitted that when he was in 
the presence of the pope he was so moved he 
did not mention Peter Julian’s situation. This 
was not good enough for Peter Julian who 
said, “For me Rome is the pope”.
Leaving the Marists
He asked Fr Favre to dispense him from his 
vows as a Marist and his wish was granted. 
Sadly, many of his Marist confreres became 
hostile to him accusing him of infidelity  - a 
severe cross for Eymard.
He went to Paris and met up with Fr. De 
Cuers. He wrote to the archbishop of Paris, 
Archbishop Sibour, and described his wish 
to found an order of men dedicated to the 
Eucharist. They went to see the Archbishop 
who told him he would not approve of an 
order that was purely contemplative.
Peter Julian eagerly explained to him he 
wanted his order to be active as well as 
contemplative. Later, Peter Julian wrote, “A 
purely contemplative life cannot be fully 
Eucharistic.  A raging fire has a flame.”
He told the archbishop, “We would engage 
in the work of first communion for adults. We 
wish to inflame the four corners of France, 
and first the four corners of Paris, which needs 
it so much.” Upon hearing these words the 
archbishop’s face lit up. ‘The first communion 
of adults,’ he repeated, ‘that is what I lack, the 
work I desire.’ He seemed to be enthused.” 
(Pelletier,p.75)
The archbishop and his council all approved 
the project, stating “The will of God is clearly 

manifested in the Eucharistic work. God 
himself has settled the difficulty. You must 
consecrate yourself to this undertaking. There 
is no reason for further hesitation, you must 
go ahead.” They were the words Peter Julian 
had been awaiting for many years.
However, the ordeals he had recently suffered 
caused him to become seriously ill with 
pneumonia and he was obliged to rest with 
friends.
There was a revival of Eucharistic devotion 
in France at that time and Eymard made his 
unique contribution, encouraging frequent 
communion which was not the practice at 
that time.
A Community Established
In 1856 Eymard and De Cuers moved into 
a dilapidated building rented from the 
archdiocese. The archbishop paid for some 
of the repairs with the two priests acting as 
labourers to save money. Nevertheless, they 
lived in extreme poverty.
Another cross: their cook robbed them of 
money meant for the chapel.
The two men became discouraged when no 
disciples came to join them, but two priests 
came at Christmas
The chapel was solemnly opened with 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on 
the feast of the Epiphany, January 6, Bishop 
Hartman presiding.
What a sublime moment for Peter Julian after 
so many years of waiting and struggle!
New Building
Now another problem – the new archbishop 
wanted their property. Peter Julian trudged 
the streets trying to find a new place, coming 
almost to despair. His efforts were finally 
rewarded and at Easter they were able to 
move in.
Newcomers came and went, the community 
numbering no more than six at any one time.
Evangelisation
It was time now for Peter Julian to begin his 
ministry of first communion. He began with 
child workers in factories, rag pickers and 
vagabonds, helped by some laity. The children 
were extremely difficult to control but after 
some months the first group made their first 
communion. Each child was asked to recruit 
another child and some brought their parents 
and siblings. At the end of the first year over 
one hundred had made their first communion. 
Peter Julian organised some follow-up as well. 
This became an extremely successful ministry.
His first communion boys would protect Fr 
Eymard when he had to take the sacraments 
to areas where police were afraid to go.
Women’s Branch
Peter Julian wanted to begin a women’s 

branch of his order. He chose Margeurite 
Guillot, a devout and competent woman 
who brought two others with her. They 
joined the men in their chapel for adoration 
and prepared girls for first communion. Later 
Eymard moved them to Angers to form a 
religious community. They donned habits and 
became known as the Sister Servants of the 
Blessed Sacrament.
Approval of Rome
Peter Julian felt it was time to have his order 
approved by Rome. He got recommendations 
from three bishops and arrived in Rome on 
December 8, 1858.
He saw Pope Pius IX who granted him a “Writ of 
Praise,” the first step towards full approbation.
He returned to Paris and made a week’s retreat 
with his small community of seven priests and 
five brothers. Then each of them made their 
vows as religious of the Blessed Sacrament.
Marseilles 
Fr. De Cuers went to Marseilles to establish 
a second community. He set up a highly 
decorated chapel with a royal mantle of red 
velvet and ermine tails. This became a model 
for many communities that followed. “He 
inaugurated the Aggregation of the Blessed 
Sacrament, an organization of lay people 
who were associated with the aims of the 
congregation and whose members promised 
one hour a month before the Blessed 
Sacrament.” (Pelletier, p. 100)
The archbishop invited Peter Julian to come to 
Marseilles and preach in the cathedral to raise 
funds for the new community.
Sadly, the new community did not engage in 
any evangelization.
Part E of this biography will cover the years of 
Eymard’s ministry and his death.

 PETER JULIAN EYMARD
APOSTLE OF THE EUCHARIST

(Parts A, B and C may be found on the parish website: www.holyspiritparish.org.au/TheSpiritMagazine.aspx)
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-  PREP MASS -
Sunday 15th March at 10.30am gave us the wonderful 
opportunity to welcome the new prep children, their 
parents and families to our parish.

This special annual Mass that has been continuing in 
our community since 2000 was a lovely occasion for all 
who participated.

Over 90 parents and 90 children plus our usual 10.30 
mass congregation gathered together to celebrate the 
beginning of these precious ones’ schooling at Holy 
Spirit Community School and our other local primary 
schools.

A special liturgy was created and Fr. Joe had the 
children come at sit at the front of the church so that 
they could see everything that was going on.

Each child was presented with a medal from Fr. Joe 
after the students had prayed their classroom prayer.

A sausage sizzle was served by our Grade 6 School 
Leaders along with soft drinks for the children 
whilst many of the children played on the playground 
equipment.

A most enjoyable Sunday morning shared with 
community.

We give thanks to God for the blessings He bestows on 
us all and also thanks to everyone who made the day 
work so well.
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He admitted that it is somewhat “utopic” 
to think that poverty can be eradicated, 
but added that “the utopias pull us 
forward.”  He emphasized that “there are 
three things that all of us should keep 
in life: memory, the capacity to see the 
present, and utopia for the future.”
He repeated that he considers that 
sometimes “spanking a child” – but not 
slapping in the face – can help correct the 
child.  He recalled that when he made that 
remark some time back he was criticized 
by some countries that have “very strict” 
laws and even punish the mother or 
father if they slap their child.  He said 
he found it “curious” that countries that 
have such strict laws “for the protection 
of children” are also countries that have 
laws that allow for the killing of children 
before they are born. “These are the 
contradictions with which we live today”, 
he stated.
Francis has often spoken about “the 
importance of crying”, so when asked 
by the Argentine reporter if he cries, he 
responded by revealing that when he sees 
“human dramas” he is “profoundly moved.”  
A case in point was when he heard about 
the Rohingya migrants (from Burma) who 
were adrift in the waters off the coast of 
Thailand last week, and were only given 
food but then were sent back to sea.  He 
said he’s also been “deeply moved” when 
he sees very sick children, “with rare 
diseases”.  He confided that he’s “moved” 
too when he visits prisons and talks or 
eats with the inmates, as has happened a 
number of times over the past two years.  
“I think then that I too could be here (in 
prison), because none of us can be sure 
that we would never commit a crime that 
would merit imprisonment”, he declared.  
“I ask why did God permit that I am not 
here?”  He recalled that he’s had chances 
that those in prison have not had and said 
“this leads me to cry internally.  I feel that 
a lot”.
Asked what he most misses since he’s 
become pope, Francis responded without 
hesitation: “being able to walk tranquilly 
on the streets, and going to a pizzeria to 
eat a good pizza”.  
When questioned why he’s always asking 
people to pray for him, Francis replied,  
“It’s because I need to be sustained by the 
prayer of the people.”      
As the interview ended, the Argentine 
reporter asked Francis how he would like 
to be remembered. He said, he hoped 
people who remember him “as a good 
guy, who tried to do good.”

Gerard O’Connell 
Printed in American Magazine - May 25 2015

Continued from page 1

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No! It’s Super Silvio!
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There are two key parts to the life of a church - our mission 
and reason for being. One is to be a place where God’s love is 
proclaimed, where all people can come closer to God, where they 
can find love, reconciliation, hope, belonging and where they can 
worship God in spirit and truth. The second is to be a community 
that is God’s hands and feet in the world. For me, it is a great 
privilege and honour to be part of a parish that does both these 
things with such grace and goodness. 
Of course no community is perfect. No church or group of 
Christians gets things right all the time. Yet, it is in our imperfection 
and stumbling attempts, we find Christ’s way and love shining. This 
is the great blessing and beauty of a parish community.
One of the blessings of Holy Spirit Parish is that it is a very exciting 
place to be every time. So many things have fallen into place over 
the last twelve months and so many things are still on our plate for 
attention.
As I look around at what we have been doing I see it very much 
as part of our overall plan and focus. We are a community that 
believes strongly in living the love of Christ in real and practical 
ways. Our parish building, the chapel, parish house,  school and 
its magnificent buildings, the loving care of the gardens and 
surrounds is all about providing the physical facilities to make our 
ministry, our practical loving, more efficient, more welcoming, 
pleasant and volunteer friendly. 
We are a parish that values relationships and caring. The work of 
this past year and the year ahead means we are at a place where 
people can gather to build connections and reach out to others. 
The heart of our life together is our life with God. Making sure our 
facilities are as good and used as wisely as possible, means our 
worship space is truly a place of prayer, proclamation and praise.
However, our activity has not just been focused on buildings 
and facilities. They are a key part of the work we do with people 
and part of the way in which we worship God. Our ministry to 
families and children is developing through our weekend and 
week day Eucharist celebrations and Sacramental program. Our 
Eucharistic celebrations are occasions of welcome and fellowship. 
Our dedicated parish staff, PPC members, Finance committee 
generously devote their time and talents for the overall planning 
and implementation of parish needs. The Holy Spirit Fete 

committee continues to support financially and communally 
through their incredible hard work. Our Liturgy group and choir 
continue to bring joy and delight, to motivate and to glorify God 
in supporting our celebrations. Our social group of Evergreens 
firmly engage in their own significant outreach in the community 
and beyond. The ever growing education ministry at Holy Spirit 
catholic school provides a beautiful ambience for academic and 
religious formation for hundreds of students every year. 
The work of St. Vincent de Paul society continues to be a source of 
encouragement and support to some of the most disadvantaged 
people. Pastoralministry at Cherry tree village, Grace Dale, Della 
dale and other neighbouring care centres means that in very 
practical and simple ways the love of God is shown to those who 
are ‘housebound’.These ministries are only a few to mention now. 
Also as I look at the year ahead, I believe that the biggest challenge 
in all of the work we do is sustainability and resourcing. Many 
people have already put in a huge effort to get us this point 
through their commitments and our ongoing ministries require 
continued commitment and energy. 
I would like to include in this report a few statistics which do show 
the health of the Parish. There have been 80 baptisms, 93 children 
were confirmed and 92 children received the sacrament of the 
Eucharist for the first time this year. There were 11funerals but only 
two marriages celebrated in the parish over the year. 
Finally I would like to thank you all—for your faithfulness, support, 
encouragement and work. There are always so many people to 
thank and it is impossible to include everyone effectively. However, 
I am only too aware of the contribution you all make in whichever 
way you can. I do want to particularly mention our parish staff Jenny, 
Michelle, Kerry, Mary, Ruth and Tina. It has been a joy working with 
these committed and faithful people. I would like to continue to 
thank very personally the community of St. Annes/Park Orchards 
for providing me with safe and proper accommodation. It is a joy 
being part of this community and I look forward very much to the 
year ahead, journeying with you, celebrating and worshipping as 
we step out in faith, trusting always in the gracious God of all.

Fr. Shibu Joseph sac
Parish Priest 

21.05.2015
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CONSIDERING SELLING?
No charges until happily sold

(including Advertising)

“Ask about our NO RISK WRITTEN GUARANTEE!” 
Call Tim Treeby for friendly advice

265 Maroondah Highway Ringwood Victoria 3134
Fax (03) 9879 5533 Mobile 0418 347 444

Ph (03) 9879 4422 Internet: www.treeby.com.au Email: treeby@treeby

DMG
Certified Practising Accountants

Dennis M. Gridley C.P.A.

56 Anderson Street, Lilydale 3140
PO Box 761, Lilydale 3140

Telephone: (03) 9735 5205 Fax: (03) 9735 2081
Email: dmgridleycpa@ozemail.com.au

Sam DiNatale and his team from Oban Automotive 
have moved and they’ve got a new name:

Unit 3, 87-91 Heatherdale Road, Ringwood
Telephone: 9874 1331  Mobile: 0417 300 329

We look forward to seeing you at our new premises, which is only 5 minutes from 
our previous location. Be assured that you will continue to receive our expert and 

personal service at all times.

Professional Servicing & Repairs
All Work Guaranteed

Lawn and Garden Care
Lawn Mowing, Brush Cutting, Weeding, 

Spraying, Hedge Cutting, 
Rubbish Removal, Gutter Cleaning 

and any odd jobs

BRIAN COFFEY
 0410 451 589

OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE – AH 9876 3624
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COMMUNITY AND HOSPITALITY

PARK ORCHARDS/NORTH RINGWOOD PARISH JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL CLUB
For the 2015 season PONRJFC has 18 registered teams (350 plus 
players) from Under 8 through to Colts. A club this size relies heavily 
on volunteers in order to get teams on the field each week.
This year, one of our home grounds Stinton’s Reserve, is receiving a 
well deserved upgrade. This has impacted heavily on the club, forcing 
us to seek out alternative grounds for some of our fixture home games. 
This has also forced our Auskick Program to be moved to Parkwood 
Secondary College where 80 plus children get to participate every 
Saturday morning.
Social Events throughout the season include Trivia Night, Ball and 
Senior Players Dinner as well as 3 Burger Nights. 
Special thanks to my committee who work tirelessly both during 
the season and through the off season as well ensuring the smooth 
running of our club. These people are: Ondine Lowther (Secretary); 
John Raciti (Treasurer); Kevin George (Director of Football); Ritchie 
Appleby, Rob Purcell, Matt Fasan Craig Hunt (Football Operations 
Support); Bryan Holmes (Equipment Coordinator); Nina Foxwell 
(Merchandise Coordinator); Gary Morenhout (Ground Operations 
Manager); Mike Newton (Events and Promotions) and Mark Powell 
(YJFL Director).

Sean Woods, President.

HOLY SPIRIT NETBALL CLUB
We have had some great results on the court over the past year, with 
a number of teams playing in finals and winning grand finals in the 
Spring season 2013. We have 3 games to go in our Winter season, with 
a number of teams at this stage finals contenders.
HSNC is the largest club competing at MENA with 23 teams being 
entered from under 9 through to open age groups.
We have been very fortunate to pick up 2 new committee members for 
the 2015 year. A sincere thankyou to the committee for all of their hard 
work: Sandra Schipano (Vice President); Kerryn Crombie (Secretary); 
Sue Neal (Treasurer); Belinda Semos (Coaches Coordinator); Jade 
Eastwood (Minutes Secretary and Newsletter); Jo Charles (Registrar); 
Jacki Frangeskakis (Umpires Coordinator); Michelle Thomas (Property 
Officer); Kim Skien (Uniform), Amanda Bullock,, Gabby Pragnaratne 
and Amelia Mills (General Committee).
Although our netball focus is at club level, we congratulate a number 
of girls who represent MENA and Ariels in their representative 
programs.
Thanks to Jess Hooper and Amanda Bullock (with the assistance of 
Kerryn Crombie and Cath Stone) for framing the teams for our winter 
spring competitions. This is a difficult job, with a lot of time and effort 
put into ensuring the best results possible.
Thanks to the coaches who volunteer their time to ensure teams “get 

on the court”. It is worth noting that the majority of our coaches don’t 
have a daughter playing in the team they coach.
Our training venue HE Parker, Heathmont is proving to be a perfect 
fit for our club. The club training at the 1 location on a Friday night 
provides a perfect backdrop for encouraging club morale and 
communication. 
Our annual netta program is underway with Jess Hooper coordinating 
this. Jess is a life member of our club. Our aim is to get at least 1 team 
(we always do), 2 if enough interest is touted. This is an ideal way to 
ensure our club continues to thrive.
We are clearly dependent on all the volunteers for the development of 
the club and the enjoyment our daughters derive from the wonderful 
game of netball.

Go Spirits!!
Karen Woods, President.

LITTLE SPIRITS PLAYGROUP
The Little Spirits playgroup consists of 15 children, from 2 to 4 years of 
age. Little Spirits meet from 8.50am- 10.30am on Tuesday mornings. 
Tanya Brown and Kate Doherty run playgroup as a team. A usual 
Little Spirits session consists of a craft activity, play dough, story time 
& some ‘action’ songs which the children love participating in. The 
2014 year ended with a fantastic Christmas party at FitnessWorx in 
Mitcham, where the kids enjoyed some fun circus-themed physical 
activities & received a special Christmas book as a gift. So far in 2015 
we have held an Easter Party & egg hunt at Halliday Park and enjoyed 
an excursion to Base Camp play centre in Nunawading where the 
children were treated to a music lesson. Funds were recently used to 
purchase ‘Kinetic Sand’ for the group - which is great for fine motor 
development & is proving to be an extremely fun activity as well. We 
have had a steady stream of enquiries from families wishing to join 
Little Spirits and we may look at adding a second weekly playgroup 
session in the year ahead. Any enquiries regarding Little Spirits 
Playgroup can be directed to Kate Doherty & Tanya Brown at our new 
email address littlespiritsplaygroup@gmail.com

Kate Doherty and Tanya Brown, Coordinators.

HOLY SPIRIT FETE 
The 2015 Fete Committee has had a number of changes since last 
year.  We have a new President ‘Mark Johnstone’ who was responsible 
for all the Advertising, Sponsorship and marketing of the fete last year, 
taking over from Stephen Thompson.  Dale Sabire has stepped aside 
as President and is working with Mark in handover.   We also have 
introduced a number of new members to the committee John Cilia, 
Sharon Wolff and Margaret Watts,.
This year we have broken down the committee into subgroups:  
Operations; Stalls; Marketing; Raffle; Finance and P&F.  Mark has been 
working with all these groups and we are progressing well.  Our aim 
this year is to increase sponsorship by at least 2 major sponsors and 
to focus on raffle ticket sales and return of tickets.  We are also looking 
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at ways to make it easier for people to pay for tickets on the day, by 
including mobile Eftpos machines or having an ATM machine on site.  
The committee felt that this was an area in which we needed to tidy 
up.
We are also looking to encourage members of the fete community 
to organise and run stalls under our guidance.  At the 2014 Fete the 
Cake stall was organised this way and as a result was a great success.  
We are looking at other groups within the Parish to follow this model.  
(eg Sharks)
We have also implemented an OHS plan for all the stalls which will 
ensure that the volunteers are working in a safe environment.  For 
example we have purchased equipment such as trolleys which will 
allow us to move heavy objects around the school, thus reducing the 
chance of injury.
We are not looking to change many things.  We want to tweak a few 
items to make it easier on all involved. We know that the fete is a great 
day and we have been praying to the lord that the weather will be like 
last year!

Mark Johnstone – President
Holy Spirit Community Fete

PARISH DINNERS
The Parish Dinners have been held successfully for the past 15 years. 
Megan Whitworth and I organise and attend these dinners for the 
parents of different year levels. Dinner is held in the Mary Bresnan 
room with as many as 34 attending. Father Jo and Peter Camilleri also 
attend.
Our vision is to continue to provide the opportunity to enable the 
school families and Parish Community to unite over a meal and 
familiarise themselves with the Parish environment so they know 
they are welcome and to be a part of our special community and to 
continue its growth. It is also a chance for parents to meet each other 
and grow some special friendships.  This is quite a unique opportunity 
we offer to our school community as there are hardly any other 
School/Parish’s that do. I am proud to be associated with the Parish 
Dinners.  We strive to
•	 Ensure	the	dinners	continue	into	the	future.
•	 Make	parents	aware	of	their	Parish	surroundings
•	 Make	parents	aware	of	the	various	ways	they	can	volunteer	in	the	

School and Parish.
•	 To	make	parents	realise	that	our	community	is	special	and	we	need	

them to continue to promote this into the future.
•	 Have	 fun	at	 the	dinners,	meet	new	people	and	spread	 the	word	

amongst other school parents.
This year our change has been to only conduct dinners for Prep classes 
at the beginning of the year because our numbers were dwindling for 
the other grades.
I would also like to survey parents about what the dinners mean to 
them and how they would like to see them evolve into the future.

Marisa Smeed, Coordinator.
 
SPIRIT MAGIC BASKETBALL CLUB
The following outlines a brief description of the Spirit Magic basketball 
Clubs’ year in review.
The recently commenced Winter season has seen membership 
numbers at near record numbers for the second season in a row, 
rounding out at just under 400 players.  Whilst such growth is 
obviously a positive for the club, it does also introduce challenges 
around finding volunteers to coach teams (particularly at the older 
age group levels), and acquiring enough good quality court space for 
training. In regard to training venues, the last 12 months has seen us 
secure the Aquinas College gym on Tuesdays evenings as an ongoing 

venue –  good quality courts with enough spare court space to allow 
for some further membership growth.  
The year also saw a significant growth in the number of people joining 
our committee, peaking at 13 at one point during the last 12 months. 
Significantly at a committee level also, the year saw the ushering in of 
myself as the new president of the club, relieving Howie Sykes after 5 
years of hard work in the position.
A couple of other noteworthy events during the year were the Parents 
Dinner @ the Ringwood Bowls Club,  a successful  evening attended 
by some 80 odd parents, and the Vinnies xmas hamper appeal where 
some $500 was raised through our 49 teams ultimately being used to 
fund hampers and gifts for 4 needy families in the area.
The challenges in the year(s) ahead will continue to revolve around 
encouraging more volunteers to take up coaching and enticing those 
already coaching to ‘stick with it’ especially as their kids move into 
the older age groups. Additionally and importantly, the upskilling of 
these new and existing volunteer coaches also looms as a significant 
challenge going forward.

Leon McKenna, President.

LITURGY AND CELEBRATION

LITURGY TEAM
The Holy Spirit Liturgy Team is a small and dedicated group. Several 
members are also choir members. Whilst these roles go hand in hand, 
it does also create some “conflicts of interest” for major occasions, as 
those members are not available to assist during the Masses. However, 
we do manage to recruit helpers, often with a tap on the shoulder 
before Mass begins, to get us through the liturgy.
As a team, we meet to discuss, prepare and co-ordinate special Masses, 
(including introductions, Prayers of the Faithful, reflections, etc), 
Forgiveness Rites,  flowers for Mothers’ Day, Chocolates & bookmarks 
for Fathers’ Day. We prepare the church for various occasions - 
changing the altar linen for the appropriate liturgical season, putting 
up relevant banners, decorating the church and preparing the foyer 
with artwork, messages etc. Many Saturday mornings there will be a 
bevy of activity going on, attending to the small details which can 
make a liturgical celebration so much more meaningful, i.e. altar 
cloths & banners being ironed, or creating a ‘focus’ near the sanctuary 
which reinforces the theme of the Mass. 
I’m sure you all would have noticed the constant changes to the 
church environment over the Easter period. This is a huge effort from 
the team and the many parishioners we “recruit” to assist, and to 
those people we say “Thank you, we couldn’t manage it with out you”. 
Special thanks need to go to Jocelyn D’Souza, Marita North-Coombes, 
Kerry Haddow, Lawry Cecconello, Sue Wallace and Shirley Graham, 
who, along with the other Liturgy team members, co-ordinated the 
various Easter celebrations. Also a huge thanks to the choir – many 
hours of rehearsal go into the Easter Triduum and it just wouldn’t be 
the same without their contribution.
We are always looking for new ideas and several members of the 
team regularly attend workshops run be the Archdiocese specifically 
to glean new ideas and resources which we can use in our Parish 
celebrations. These workshops are often run on a Saturday from 9am 
- 4pm, usually before Advent and Lent, however, there are also other 
times when an opportunity is presented, and someone will go along. 
Our numbers have declined over the past few years, with some 
members moving away from the parish, or in some cases, life style 
changes which have meant members are not able to continue. We are 
all getting older too, which limits our ability to climb ladders etc. We 
have been fortunate to have great support from the likes of Lawry 
Cecconello, Silvio Volombello & Don Schroder, or often the men 
involved in Church set up , who often do the climbing & fastening or 
hanging for us. 



JUNE 2015 37

At this point we need to reiterate our plea from 12 months ago! We 
need new members to join us. We would love to have new ideas to re-
invigorate our liturgies, so if any one is thinking that they might like to 
help out, please don’t hesitate to ask!  The team members are: Marilyn 
Grant, Karen McQuade, Shirley Graham, Jenny Philp, Jocelyn D’Souza.

CHOIR
Over the last year choir numbers have remained around 12. We could 
definitely do with a few more men. We only have two at the moment.
We have sung monthly at masses throughout the year as well as the 
big Church feasts of Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. Easter 2015 was 
a great success, one of our best.  Our musical sound and volume has 
been enhanced greatly with amplification at Christmas and Easter 
thanks to Peter Philp’s sound system.
We sang again at the Parish carols night in December and recently 
supported the Sportsman’s Mass with some great singing.
Pentecost Sunday 24th May we are representing HSP at the Interchurch 
Fellowship service at the Uniting Church in Heathmont.
We are a very happy group continuing to have fun singing together.
Now would be a good time to join as we have time to teach our 
repertoire before the next big church season.

Maree Buttler and Marilyn Grant, Choir Leaders.

ROSARY GROUP/PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held on Wednesday nights 
from 7.30 pm to 8.30 pm with rosary prayed from 7.30 pm till 8.00 
pm.  We are now in our 24th year and have a core group of 14 or so 
but seldom have more than 10 people on any given night.  During 
Lent, The Stations of the Cross are included.  This usually attracts a few 
extra people.
First Saturday Devotion
 This has been going since 1995.  Again a core group of 12-13 people 
with 10 most times.  Our Lady asked for 5 First Saturdays when she 
appeared to the 3 children at Fatima, Portugal in 1917.  The format 
is much the same as for Wednesday night, with Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament immediately after 9.30am mass, plus the rosary 
and Fatima prayers.
 Marian Movement of Prayers for Priests
On Saturday mornings at 10.00 am we come together to pray for 
Priests.  There are usually about 12-14 of us – this includes 3 people 
who come each week from Our Lady’s Parish Ringwood.  Our Priests 
are precious and we need to always keep them in our prayers.  We also 
pray for vocations to the Priesthood and for all of the young men in 
the Seminaries.  This is important as we all know that our Communities 
are in great need of Priests.

Carmel Hill and Lyn Thwaites.
 
TUESDAY CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP
The group has been meeting now for over 2 years on Tuesday 
mornings from 9.15am to 10am during school terms.  Usually there 
are about 5 to 6 participants that partake in our meditation period.
The aim of the group is to learn the ancient art of meditation whereby 
we hope to become in tune with ourselves nature and God. We are 
quite privileged to do our meditation in the presence of the Eucharistic 
host in the Monstrance, which is set up on the Chapel altar. Hopefully 
new meditators will join our ranks in the years to come.

Len Moore, Facilitator.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
The Children’s Liturgy program has continued over the last year on 
both Saturday nights at 6pm and Sundays at 10.30am during school 
terms.
There are 18 current leaders who are all parents or adolescents in 
our parish. We have had two new leaders start this year and couple 
who shared a leadership role who have left the roster due to other 
commitments.  
With the help of Michelle Sherriff we have had a number of Grade 
6 children preparing for their Confirmation come along recently and 
assist the leaders.  This has been a rewarding experience for everyone 
involved.  We also have a Year 7 student about to join our roster to 
assist.
There is an average of approx 12 children attending each Children’s 
Liturgy session.  The numbers are increased when RCIC students 
undertaking their program as they are encouraged to attend Children’s 
Liturgy. We have had some very successful large nights with 30+ 
children when special masses are on such as the rite of acceptance 
for Confirmation and Communion. The Sports mass had 70+ children 
which we split into 2 groups. We still run a fairly normal Children’s 
Liturgy program on these big occasions so that children who haven’t 
attended Children’s Liturgy before can have the experience of what 
it is like.
The coloured activity sheets are enjoyed by the children in addition to 
our usual meditation, reading, discussion and prayers.  The Children 
also love listening to music.  Most of all the children all love the feeling 
of being involved and included in our mass whether they get to 
carry the candle, children’s cross, bible or being part of the Offertory 
procession.
The location for Children’s Liturgy has been challenging over the last 
year.  Firstly we were moved to the back room of the Community 
house due to their scheduling which was a little too far away and 
now that the Community House is now having renovations the rooms 
have not always been suitable or accessible.  We have a temporary 
location back in our preferred front rooms of the old Community 
House and we look forward to this being a permanent home once the 
renovations are complete.

Sue Wallace, Co-ordinator.

SUNDAY HOME COMMUNION MINISTRY
We have a dedicated group of volunteers who go out in pairs, one 
pair each Sunday, to take Communion to Nursing Homes and private 
homes of those unable to come to Mass due to age or ill health.
We currently visit 3 nursing/group homes and no private residences. 
We have 6 pairs, down from 7 at this time last year. Ideally we would 
like 8. Over the course of the year we have lost 2 volunteers from the 
roster, May Weiss and Annette Heskett, and recruited 2, Kerrie Spencer 
and Clare Parle. 
The Parish is organising training for people interested in becoming 
Special Ministers of the Eucharist, or refreshing their knowledge. 
Perhaps some of these may consider joining the Home Communion 
team.
Many thanks to our group of volunteers and may God bless them all.

Helen Scorgie, Coordinator.

MONDAY EVENING MEDITATION
Be still, and know that I am God”  - Psalm 46:10.
The evening meditation group was formed in early 2013 to provide 
an opportunity to spend time in stillness and silence in the evening.  
The friendly group meets fortnightly in the Holy Spirit Chapel.  The 
attendees vary, but typically 7 to 10 people attend each gathering.  
We are ably lead by Clare Gill, who has trained in guiding meditation.  
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Whilst Clare is not a Holy Spirit parishioner she volunteers in her role 
with us.  We are very grateful to her for her leadership and for the 
preparation she does for our sessions. 
We would love to welcome anyone with an interest in learning to 
meditate or continuing their meditation practice to join our group.  
Should you wish to learn more, please email Yvette Collins at hsinfo@
fastmail.com.au or call 040 787 3432. 

Yvette Collins, Coordinator.

FAITH AND SPIRITUALITY
HIGH SPIRITS/RCIC
I took over the role of co-ordinator of the High Spirits/RCIC program at 
the beginning of Term 3 2014; I really had no idea what I was getting 
myself in for!! It started off ridiculously busy and really hasn’t eased 
off since! 
July and August saw me preparing 8 children for the Sacrament of 
First Eucharist. This was celebrated at the end of August with the 
Holy Spirit school children. At the same time I also started the new 
RCIC program (Rite of Christian Initiation for Children) where I had 
18 children enrol in the program. Our classes were held on Sunday 
mornings 9.15am-10.15am, followed by attending 10.30am Mass 
together where the children also participated in Children’s Liturgy.
The children completed their Sacrament of Reconciliation in 
November and were able to complete their Rite of Enrolment at our 
Community Mass and Meal.
After breaking for summer holidays we then resumed classes again 
at the start of February. The initial plan was that the children would 
prepare for both First Eucharist and Confirmation at the same time 
and receive both of these at Easter time. However, after reviewing the 
amount of work to be covered and the lesson allocations, Fr Joe and I 
agreed that the current program would be too rushed for the children 
to be adequately prepared for both sacraments. So we changed the 
structure of the program so Term 1 was dedicated purely to First 
Eucharist preparation. The children received this sacrament on the 
weekend of April 18th and 19th.
We then started our Confirmation preparation at the start of Term 
2. Our class time changed to Saturday afternoon 4.45-5.45pm, 
followed by attending Saturday night 6.00pm Mass together, with the 
children continuing to participate in Children’s Liturgy. As part of the 
Confirmation preparation the children also attended the Confirmation 
Reflection Day along with the Grade 6 Holy Spirit children at the Holy 
Cross Centre in Templestowe. This weekend the children will complete 
their RCIC journey by making their Confirmation.
Fr Joe and I have now decided to revert back to the previous way of 
running the High Spirits program, where all of our sacraments will be 
celebrated with the Holy Spirit school children.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Parish staff who 
have been ever so supportive of me whilst I’ve tried my best to do this 
job. They have been so welcoming and accommodating, especially 
as I’ve often needed to bring my children into the Parish House 
with me, they have put up with copious amounts of biscuit crumbs 
everywhere and the sounds of Play School on the TV! Thank you also 
to the parishioners and school staff who have helped me along the 
way and have been most encouraging and helpful.

Michelle Sherriff, REC.

BAPTISM PREPARATION GROUP
The baptism preparation group has continued to facilitate the 
preparation of parents for the baptism of their infants and pre-
school children throughout the year.  Meetings occur monthly and 
are attended by two of our group of five dedicated parish women. 
The co-ordinator’s role was passed from Leanne Thompson to Yvette 
Collins late in 2014 when Leanne moved to Michigan.  The program 

has not been reviewed or significantly changed for over ten years.  A 
review to ensure the program meets the needs and expectations of 
new families is warranted.  We would welcome assistance to do this, 
should someone have an interest. 

Yvette Collins, Baptism Group Co-ordinator.

RCIA - No candidates this year.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
EVERGREENS
Highlights over the past 12 months include:
Trish Manson-Allen, receiving Deakin Community Award, for service 
to Community,  (Meals On Wheels and Evergreens, over 20 years 
service), 
Christmas Party, celebrated at Dorset Gardens Hotel , (which was 
enjoyed by members, partners and friends).
The annual  away trip this year  to Mt.Gambier over 4 days, this was 
fully booked with positive feedback.
Our monthly outings are usually well supported- we need 30 patrons 
to make bus hire viable. We continue to have patronage from St.Annes 
& St. Gerards & Healthy Ageing Groups, which is very much welcomed.
STATISTICS - (Approx.)
Active Evergreens – 50 
Hon./Members- 14
Support Team – 20 
plus partners assisting with set up for meetings & transport.
We average 40 members at our monthly meetings, held on the last 
Friday of the month, at the Parish House.
(Mass at 9.15am followed by meeting, usually with a guest speaker.)
Our activities are promoted in “The Word” and “Chatterbox” magazine.
Our outings are organized by our Social Committee, ( part of the 
Support Team ), casual or new members always made welcome.

Jean Smith.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Our Society Conference continues to enjoy great financial & material 
support from the Parishes and Schools. We do not receive any 
government funding and derive our funds from our monthly $2 
collection, the poor box, donations and proceeds from our Vinnies 
shop in Ringwood.
We have 22 Members and meet weekly to review and plan our visits to 
those who request assistance.
The vast majority of our  assistance visits are to single parent families, 
people with physical & mental disabilities who are living in various 
levels of poverty in our community.
Over the 12 months we provided the following assistance to:
676 adults,
649 children in 457 home visits :-
Supermarket food vouchers - $22,453
Donated food - $10,600 ,
Purchased food - $10,142
Fruit & Vegetable runs – 45
Bread runs -  45
Christmas hampers  - 90
Members also do visits in South Melbourne where there is no local 
Vinnies Conference and serve meals at Ozanam House – a shelter for 
60 homeless men.

Kevin O’Callaghan, Secretary, North Ringwood Conference



JUNE 2015 39

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT MINISTRY
The Ministry continues the practice of sending a letter of support to 
the recently bereaved of the parish a few months after the death of a 
close loved one. At the time of the first anniversary of the death a card 
is also sent to the bereaved.
In September we invited parishioners to attend an interactive 
presentation on The Last Taboo Project- Talking about dying and 
death. The project was designed to enable community conversation 
and create more ease, awareness and connection around dying 
and death. The project worker Leanne Skipsey gave a sensitive and 
thought-provoking presentation which was attended by number of 
special ministers and members of the Ministry.
In November we had our annual Mass of Remembrance for the 
Recently Bereaved. It is a time when most people are preparing for 
Christmas and we acknowledge that for the recently bereaved this 
will be their fist Christmas without their love one. Letters of invitation 
were sent to 49 families as well as a notice of invitation in the Word.     

Robin Walsh, Coordinator.

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH WEBSITE
Changes
In the last 12 months the following changes have been made to the 
Parish Website:
•	 The	 Spirit	Magazine	 is	 now	 published	 in	 colour	 –	Thanks	 Helen	

Konynenburg
•	 Added	a	Forgiveness	Service	Booklets	page	–	Thanks	Jenny	Philp:
 o Lent 2014
 o Advent 2014
 o Lent 2015
•	 Parish	Pastoral	Council	Plan	Charter	and	Pastoral	Plan	2014	–	2018	

added – thanks Mary Ryan (representing the PPC)
•	 Pastoral	Care	role	page	added	–	thanks	Tina
•	 Parish	Group	Reports	added,	from	our	AGMs
 o 2013
 o 2014
•	 New	Parish	Groups	Added
 o Sunday Home Communion Ministry – Thanks Helen Scorgie
 o Prep Welcome Mass – Thanks Michelle Sherriff
 o Sports Mass – Thanks Michelle Sherriff
•	 Parish	Groups	Removed
 o Faith Discussion – Maryann Street can no longer continue this 

group
 o Eastland Chapel – No longer exists
•	 Parish	Calendar	added	-	thanks	Ruth.		Please	use	this	resource:
 o See bookings for
  - Parish Community Centre
  - Parish House
  - Chapel
 o See the Liturgical Seasons and Feast Days
 o See Australian public holidays
 o Advise the Parish House staff of your requirements to be added 

to the calendar
•	 Holy	Spirit	YouTube	Channel	added	with	the	following	videos:
 o Mass of  the Last Supper, Holy Thursday
 o Good Friday Mass
 o Easter Saturday Vigil

Usage - Summary
Now that we have two years history for the web site in its current form 
we can do some analysis to compare the sites usage between the year 
just passed and the year prior.
Key points are as follows:
1. In most cases usage has increased (Session, users, pageviews).  

However, pages / session and average session duration has 
decreased suggesting the site is less engaging.

2. Desktop (around 50%), Smart Phone (27%) and Tablet Usage (20%) 
is largely in the same ratio (I expected a significate decrease in 
desktop usage / increase in mobile/tablet usage)

3. Easter and Christmas remain the busiest periods for the website.  
Usage has increased on the peak days in each period by 45% and 
29% respectively

Future
In late April a working group of interested parishioners met to discuss 
the web site and agreed to address the following areas:
•	 Privacy	Policy
•	 Adding	pages	on	the	sacraments
•	 Establishing	a	News	and	Events	log,	probably	on	the	front	page
•	 Add	a	page	on	the	Parish	Management	Committee
•	 Add	a	page	for	a	regular	spiritual	message	to	be	confirmed	with	

Father
•	 Look	to	redevelop	the	site	to	a	responsive	design	so	that	it	would	

work better with smart phones and tablets
Michael O’Leary.

PASTORAL CARE
We must restore hope to young
people, help the old, be open to the future, spread love.
Be poor among the poor.
We need to include the excluded and preach peace.

Pope Francis
The past twelve months have been steady in my role within our 
community.  Home visits to those who are ill, ministering with 
Eucharist, staying for a chat and offering practical home help is a 
major part of my work.
Those who suffer bereavement are assisted with my time, parish 
resources and support to plan and execute funeral masses.
Regular visits to local nursing homes and spending time with the 
elderly and lonely is an important outreach action.  Organising helpers 
to sit with lonely parishioners, driving them to doctor’s appointments 
etc. is also a great outreach that we have been busy with the past year.
Spiritual and religious issues are often part of a quest for a deeper 
meaning of life and an understanding of self, so time is spent with 
parishioners to help them journey through their times of doubt.
Home visits to new parishioners, meeting their families and being 
made feel welcome in their homes is a wonderful part of my pastoral 
care work.
I receive great assistance from Fr. Joe for which I am very thankful for 
plus many generous parishioners who make weekly visits on behalf 
of the parish and also the Sunday Communion Ministers.  I truly thank 
them all and pray often for them.  If you see any needs in our parish 
that are not being addressed, please come in and have a chat with me 
and we will see what we can do about meeting the need.
Peace and Blessings.

Tina Toomey, Pastoral Worker.
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HOLY SPIRIT SCHOOL
On behalf of the school community of Holy Spirit Community School 
it is my pleasure to present the 2014/15 School Report.  I wish to point 
out it would be impossible to explain all highlights/achievements in a 
limited space of time. This report should be read in conjunction with 
the Parish Pastoral Council reports I deliver each month.
Student Numbers
August 2014 census showed 456 students enrolled. 2015 there are 
453 students enrolled.
As with previous years in 2015 the school is divided into 18 classes:   
3 x Prep (76)
5 x 1/ 2 (127)
5 X 3 / 4 (124)
5 X 5/6 (126)
Staff
In 2015 Holy Spirit School employed 51 staff members
Teachers 14 full –time and 17 part-time. These numbers include the 
Principal, Deputy Principal, Student Wellbeing, Reading Recovery, 
Literacy and Maths,
Office staff – 2 full-time – Bursar and secretary
Student Support staff – 13, all part –time.
Specialist teachers 4 of Japanese, Library, Performing Arts and Physical 
Education, all part-time.
Counsellor -1, part-time.
In a number of classes we have shared teaching arrangements where 
two teachers take the class. 
Positions of Leadership – Religious Education, Student Wellbeing 
Learning and Teaching, Maths, Literacy and Level Leaders. Within the 
above numbers we employed three graduate teachers.
Fees and Levies:
Fees: 97.0%
Levies: 96.00%
Follow up with non –fee payers continued in 2014/15.
School Improvements:
The main works around the school were the construction of the 
garden surrounding the BBQ area, the artificially turfing of the Fr. 
Mogg oval and the placement of shade sails over the play equipment.
Academic Results:
Data from sources such as NAPLAN (2014) show that Holy Spirit 
continues to provide a quality education. Our continual aim is 
to improve in all areas of the curriculum. Although our direct 
involvement in the CTLM project concluded we have maintained a 
working relationship with ACU and CEOM.  As a school we outsourced 
an IT company, AHH Computer Tutor, to inservice students and staff 
alike.
Religious Education continued to be central to all we did. Weekly 8:30 
Masses (9:00 from April 2015), whole school Masses and sacramental 
programs. Social justice issues continued to be priority. Daily prayer 
and Christian meditation demonstrated our Catholic faith. We are 
proud to be a Catholic school.
CEOM School Review - The school has continued with the 
implementation of the 2013 CEOM Review with focus being feedback.
Parent Committees - School Board, Parents & Friends, Maintenance, 
Uniform Shop, OSHC – are valued and are empowered to fulfil their 
roles. We are also well supported with classroom helpers, sport & 
excursion helpers on a needs basis.
School Parish Links  - A great sense of community exists between 
our School and Parish. The existing links continue to be very strong 
and highly valued. The cooperation is evident with the sacramental 

programs, Masses, visits by parish to the school, use of the Community 
Centre etc.
The Parish dinners (3 in 2015, Prep classes only) organised by Marisa 
Smeed and Meagan Whitworth, continue to be an example of ways 
we strive to build community. 

Peter Camilleri, School Principal.

PARENTS AND FRIENDS COMMITTEE 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE
OSHC utilization averages since the beginning of the year are as 
follows.
 BSC – 24
 ASC – 34
 VAC – 29 
Our numbers since last year have dropped, particularly for Vacation 
Care as there has been a large increase in surrounding schools 
opening their own programs in the last 12 months. 
We have a very dedicated and hard working committee of 
management, we meet monthly for meetings to discuss any 
happenings or up and coming items for OSHC.  It is also a very high 
priority for the committee to track and responsibly utilize the funds 
for the program, this includes future planning, ongoing running costs, 
wages and incoming funds.
The committee in conjunction with the Holy Spirit Parish, has been 
very busy lately as we are in the planning stages of renovating the 
Community House for OSHC use going forward.
We are also very excited to introduce our new 2ic in Carissa.  Carissa 
had hit the ground running with her new role and is enjoying the 
change of pace compared to her previous background of Long Day 
Care.

Damien Thomas, Director.
PPC REPORT
Activities during 2014 include:
•	 Develop	and	implement	Parish	Pastoral	Council	Charter	for	2014-

2015.
•	 Assist	with	the	Prep	Welcome	Mass.
•	 Assist	with	preparation	 and	 running	of	 Sportsperson’s	Mass	 and	

activities.
•	 Assist	with	Easter	Liturgies.
•	 Organise	State	Youth	Games	Dinner.
•	 Pentecost	Sunday	–	helped	with	Liturgy	participation	as	requested.
•	 Winter	Warmer’s	Mass.
•	 Assist	with	fete	activities	as	required.
•	 Arranged	defibrillator	training	for	PPC,	staff	and	parishioners.
•	 Arranged	Carollers	at	Nursing	Homes.
•	 Christmas	Liturgies	–	assist	as	required	by	Liturgy	Teams.
•	 Seeking	new	members.
Many thanks to the Parish Staff for their valued assistance during the 
year, also Parish personnel and Parish Pastoral Committee.

Stan Fisher, Chairperson.
FINANCES
2014 saw an annual surplus of about $11,000 however in light of a 
late annual Insurance invoice of $9,000, the real surplus was $2,000.  
Thanksgiving donations fell away to $175,000, a drop of $9,000 on 
2013.   Our diversification of income, including rent and interest on 
term deposits and an excellent Fete result has helped to offset the 
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drop but is not a complete offset.   Progressive reduction in hard and 
soft costs over 2014 and previous years has helped to keep costs in 
control and judicious spending has helped achieve this outcome.      
The Parish Management Committee’s objective of increasing revenue 
is focused on a voluntary extension of the Thanksgiving program 
through the school community in order to raise extra donors.  This 
program was prepared and will be executed in 2015 - bit slower than 
we would like.  The Outside School Hours Care program runs as a 
non-profit operation and has been successful growing year over year.  
This year, they move out of the Community Centre and into their own 
buildings (ex NRCH).  The renovations required will be fully funded 
by OSHC and they will assume full responsibility for the maintenance 
of the buildings.  Furthermore they have offered to donate at least 
$10,000 annually to the Parish.   This is additional income for us.  The 
Deanery Raffle that the Parish has been involved with for what must 
be over 30 years has been less and less supported each year and is 
difficult to manage.   PMC has taken the decision to seek alternate 
revenue generating opportunities.  The Parish Pastoral Council has 
taken up the challenge and in 2015 will run a Trivia Night to raise 
funds for the Parish.  Well done Lisa Keedle and Don Schroder.
PMC has spent a lot of effort over several years to reduce variable costs 
and even fixed costs where possible without effecting the provision 
of services and maintaining buildings in reasonable if not perfect 
condition.   In 2014, they started to look at reducing electricity costs 
by installing a Solar Power system.  This seems wise in the light of 
threatening rises in electricity charges.   Three quotes were obtained 
and these are being assessed.  Changes in government support has 
complicated the analysis but it appears a 5 year payback on a $7,000 
investment can be achieved without considering rises in power 
charges.  A decision will be made in 2015.   
The Committee has a responsibility to ensure the proper management 
of the Parish resources and finances.  This is implemented in the 
governance procedures under which the parish operates.  In 2014, 
detailed financial reporting from the Fete Committee operations 
was sought and freely provided.  This will be an annual reporting 
program.  The PMC is very satisfied with the integrity of the Fete 
Committee’s financial processes and procedures.   PMC reviewed the 
storage and security of physical data, keys, registers and reports and 
installed cupboards and lockable units on the Parish Admin offices.   
The committee also reviewed the management of cash collections 
and introduced more stringent procedures for collection, storage and 
counting. 
By way of maintaining and improving parish assets, the committee 
addressed issues with the floor in the Community Centre caused by 
condensation under the floor boards, recarpeted the Sanctuary and 
spent almost $7,000 on a new video projection system.  Thanks to the 
School for also providing funding towards this.
The Total Income in 2014 was $242,400 which was down on 2013 
at $287,700.  This however is not a true reflection.  In 2014 the PMC 
changed the accounting of “cost charge out” items.  These are services 
where the parish assumes a cost and then passes a charge on to one 
of our service subsidiaries.  In these cases the accounting showed 
both expense and income.  The new accounting approach takes these 
items out of the P&L so although the income is down, so too are the 
expenses. 
On the Balance Sheet the Cash has remained fairly stable and 
Long Service Leave Entitlement dropped significantly due to staff 
movements as expected.
In 2015 you will see that the committee is seeking to implement a 
number of the initiatives commenced in 2014.

Silvio Volombello, Finance Committee.

Closing Song:     

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY

We are companions on the Journey
Breaking bread and sharing life

And in the love we bear is the hope we share
For we believe in the love of our God

We believe in the love of our God

No longer strangers to each other
No longer strangers in God’s house

We are fed and we are nourished
By the strength of those who care
By the strength of those who care

We are companions on the Journey
Breaking bread and sharing life

And in the love we bear is the hope we share
For we believe in the love of our God

We believe in the love of our God

We have been gifted with each other
And we are called by the word of the Lord

To act with justice to love tenderly
And to walk humbly with our God

To walk humbly with our God

We are companions on the Journey
Breaking bread and sharing life

And in the love we bear is the hope we share
For we believe in the love of our God

We believe in the love of our God

We acknowledge those of you who are 
suffering the agony of the loss of a loved one 
at this cold and dark season of the year.

Please know when you see the world 
continuing on and wonder how that is possible 
when your world is in such disarray, you are 
not forgotten.  

We your community hold you in our hearts 
and prayers and even in your darkest 
moments we are silently with you offering you 
our strength and love.
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We specialise in Contract Office Cleaning, 
Commercial Cleaning, Office Cleaning, 

Sports Clubs, Kindergartens, Window and 
Carpet Cleaning & General Cleaning.

Servicing all eastern suburbs of Melbourne

Michael Batchelor
Call: 0419 559 239

2 Penshurst Place, Warranwood, VIC 3134
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If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
the other businesses from our local community who 
are benefiting from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size 
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size 

For more information contact the editor (Mary Ryan) 
at the Parish House on 9876 3717.

Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

Italian 
Language 

Tutor
3rd Year University 

Italian student available 
to tutor years Prep-10 

in Italian language.

Introductory 
lesson is FREE!

(Holds a Working with 
Children Check)

Please contact 

Natalie
(past Holy Spirit student)

0400 868 403 
for enquiries

16 SEPTEMBER 2013

If you would like the opportunity to support the Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, then 
advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join the other 
businesses from our local community who are benefiting 
from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size

For more information contact the Parish House 
on 9876 3717.

Advertising in ‘The Spirit’ magazine
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MY BEST DAY EVER

A & J BOND ELECTRICAL
SERVICE

Rec. 9327

• Rewire & Extension Specialist
• Domestic & Commercial

Installations
• Exhaust & Sweep Fans

• Stove & Hot Water Repairs
• Security Lighting

Adrian Bond
9 Thomas Lawford Place Ph: 9725 8788 
Croydon Hills, 3136Mobile : 0412 755 882

Come and enjoy the friendly, welcoming atmosphere at 
your local home salon just around the corner. 

Sit back, relax and prepare to be pampered!

Offering professional, personalised hairdressing service 
which caters specifically to your needs at competitive 

prices.

A salon where you won't be rushed out the door, 
offering a child friendly service, while your little ones 

can play with toys.

www.qtcuts.com.au 

Theresa McGain 
HAIRDRESSER 

Home Salon   
North Ringwood 

By Appointment Only 
 

Ph: 0408 535 462 

As I grow older, I realize more and more how important time 
is. I realize that today is the day I live in. Today, I know what 
is possible in my life. Today, I can be and do what I want to 
do. Will it be worthwhile? Will it be worthy of my time spent? 
Can I be happy with how I live today? Am I preparing for 
my tomorrows? Am I preparing for my eternity?
Today, when I awoke, I realized that this is one of the best 
days of my life. There have been times when I wondered if I 
would prevail through another day, but I did. Because I did, 
I’m going to celebrate. Today, I’m going to celebrate what 
an unbelievable life I have had so far; the accomplishments, 
the many blessings, and yes, even the hardships, as they 
have made me stronger. I will go through today with my 
head held high. I will have a happy heart. I will marvel at 
God’s simple gifts; the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the 
trees, and the birds. Today, I will see all of these wonderful 
creations in their fullest.

Today, I will share my excitement for life with others. I’ll 
make someone smile. I’ll make someone laugh. I’ll go out 
of my way to perform an act of kindness to someone I don’t 
know. Today, I’ll give a sincere compliment to someone who 
seems down. I’ll tell a child how special they are. I’ll tell 
someone I love just how much she means to me. Today, 
I’ll quit worrying about what I don’t have and give thanks 
for the many blessings that are mine. I’ll remember that to 
worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and 
His Divine Plan ensures everything will be just fine.
And tonight, before I go to bed, I’ll go outside and raise 
my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty 
of the stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these 
magnificent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head on 
my pillow, I will thank the Almighty Creator for the best day 
of my life. I will sleep the sleep of a contented child; excited 
with expectations, because I know tomorrow could be, yes, 
my best day in life, ever.... 

Words by Bob Stoess, a retired CEO and prolific writer.

An Old Irish Prayer 
Give us Lord a bit o sun

A bit o work and a bit of fun
Give us in all the struggle and splutter

Our daily bread and a bit of butter
Give us health our keep to make
And a bit to spare for others sake

Give us too a bit of son
And a tale and a book to help us along

Give us Lord a chance to be
Our goodly best brave wise and free

Our Goodly best for ourselves and others
Till all men learn to live as brothers.

contributed by Bette McQuade
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If you would like the opportunity to support The Holy 
Spirit Parish and increase your business’s exposure, 
then advertise in The Spirit magazine. Come and join 
the other businesses from our local community who 
are benefiting from advertising in this magazine.

The advertising rates (excluding GST) are:
$120 Third width page quarter page size
$140 Half width page quarter page size 
$160 Full width page quarter page size
$250 Half width page half page size 

For more information contact the editor (Mary Ryan) 
at the Parish House on 9876 3717.

Prayer to the  
Immaculate Mother 

Immaculate Conception Mary My Mother
Lie in me. Act in me. Speak in and through me.

Think your thoughts in my mind
Love through my heart

Give me your dispositions and feelings.
Teach lead and guide me to Jesus

Correct enlighten and expand my thoughts 
and behavior.

Possess my soul.
Take over my entire personality and life

Replace it with yourself
Incline me to constant adoration and 

thanksgiving.
Pray in me and through me.

Let me live in you and keep me in this union 
always.

Pope John Paul II

contributed by Lyn Thwarts

Next Edition we will 
focus on Fathers - 

Tell us about yours!

Live Justly
Love Tenderly

Walk Humble with your God



 
 
http://cybersleuth-kids.com/animal/wp/koala-wordsearch-puzzle-
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The fete and you 
 
The Holy Spirit Community Fete is a well 
known throughout North Ringwood as 
being a great day out—so why not be a part 
of making it happen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our family’s involvement in the fete had 
humble beginnings — I helped on the odd 
stall or two, and my husband showed up on 
the day for his customary roast pork roll.  
When our children started school at Holy 
Spirit and he got to know some of the other 
parents, and started thinking it would be 
great to get involved in the community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fete was perfect for him — great 
companionship, lots of learning and 
personal development—all outside school 
hours so accessible given his work 
commitments. 
2015 will be his fifth year as a committee 
member.  The upshot of his involvement 
has been that we have made some 
wonderful family friends — there is no 
better way to build relationships than to 
work toward a shared goal together. 
There have been benefits for the “fete 
family children” too.  They have become 
firm friends from “helping” at the school 
throughout fete season.  They have built on 
their self-help and initiative skills.  They 
have learnt what it is to work together in a 
voluntary capacity, to take responsibility for 
making things happen, and they truly 
appreciate how putting in effort is rewarded.  
It takes all types to make the fete happen.  
There is a role for everyone’s skills and 
circumstances.  If you would like to learn 
more, come along and meet the committee. 

The next committee meeting is Tuesday 
23rd June at 7:30pm in the Mary Bresnan 
Room (Parish house). 
Hope to see you there. 
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Lets get jamming! 

 
Dozens of jars of jam and chutney are 
required for the Fete jam stall.  While there 
are a few dedicated individual jam makers, 
there is also a group that meets regularly 
throughout the year for kitchen 
companionship and jam making.  About 
once a month, good conversation and jam 
collide in the Community Centre kitchen.   
 
You are welcome to join us if cooking or 
chatting is your thing.  Next meeting will be 
in the coming weeks. 

Phone Yvette on 0407 873 432 
If jamming isn’t your thing but gardening is, 
let us know.  We are after any surplus fruit 
or veg you might be willing to donate 
toward our jamming efforts. 

www.holyspiritfete.org.au 

To get involved or for more 
information: 

Call Mark:  0432 048 952 

Or Email: 
fete@holyspiritparish.org.au 
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