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There is an ancient prayer – I learned it from my grandmother – which said: 

‘Jesus, make my heart more like yours.’  

It is a beautiful prayer. ‘Make my heart more like yours.’ A beautiful prayer, short, 

to pray during this month.  Pope Francis  
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The pope could not have known in January how 

well his words would apply to current events. 

“Stories influence our lives, whether in the form 

of fairy tales, novels, films, songs, news, even if 

we do not always realize it,” Pope Francis said. 

“Stories leave their mark on us; they shape our 

convictions and our behaviour.” 

He couldn’t have known it when he wrote this in 

January, but Pope Francis’ remarks for May 

24’s World Communication Day were ideal for 

us in the time of lockdown. 

Previous years have addressed important topics 

for our times, like the nature of online “friends,” 

artificial intelligence, and “fake news.” But it is 

fitting that, after three months of binge-watching 

during lockdown, Pope Francis addressed the 

stories we watch. 

Stories “help us understand and communi-

cate who we are,” says Pope Francis. 

We know how this works from American history. 

Generations of Americans were introduced to 

the founding fathers as heroes in lessons that 

focused on their nobility and downplayed their 

sins. These stories produced a confident and 

conquering America.  

Then, history lessons began to focus on the 

weaknesses of the founders and their sins, per-

haps helping America to become a humbler and 

more reluctant world power. 

Interestingly, the Hamilton musical, featuring a 

non-white cast and using rap in addition to tradi-

tional show tunes, changed the narrative again, 

so much so that its popularity prevented a plan 

to replace Alexander Hamilton on the $10 bill 

with Harriet Tubman. 

“I believe that, so as not to lose our bear-

ings, we need to make our own the truth 

contained in good stories,” Pope Francis 

added. 

Since the stories we tell often have a beginning, 

middle and end with a resolution and moral les-

son, they give us an opportunity to find meaning 

in events that otherwise seem meaningless.  

Thus, Schindler’s List and Life Is Beautiful turn 

the horrors of the Holocaust into reminders that 

there is love even in the bleakest darkness. The 

film adaptation of The Lord of the Rings, a story 

of friendship overcoming murderous enemies, 

was hugely popular in part because its first part 

was released in America shortly after the Sep-

tember 11 terrorist attacks.   

In our time, movies about racial justice, from 12 

Angry Men to Remember the Titans and 42, can 

promote racial harmony. 

“Often we decide what is right or wrong 

based on characters and stories we have 

made our own,” said Pope Francis. 

This has been especially important in the 21st 

century. Movies like Minority Report, Ex Machi-

na, or last year’s I Am Mother help us sort 

through the issues involved in artificial intelli-

gence with less at stake than in the real world.  

Years of end-of-the-world movies were like a 

dry run for the coronavirus. Because we 

watched everything from The Hunger 

Games to The Walking Dead (and World War Z, 

Oblivion, Ender’s Game, Elysium and the Mar-

vel movies) we were primed to take dire global 

events seriously. It was surprising to me how 

quickly people accepted the lockdown, almost 

without question. It makes sense though: We 

had seen the movie already.  

A more sinister example can be found in the 

violence that is in some places co-opting the 

cause for justice.  

“Often,” Pope Francis wrote, “instead of con-

structive stories which serve to strengthen so-

cial ties and the cultural fabric, we find destruc-

Pope Francis on why our stories are so important  
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The story from Aleteia on Pope Francis  

tive and provocative stories that wear down and 

break the fragile threads binding us together as 

a society.” 

I watched Joker with a friend when it came out 

last fall, and I wondered why no one was talking 

about how the movie made nihilistic riots look 

like a good thing. Joker isn’t the only “rioting as 

self-expression” movie. The Guy Fawkes masks 

from V for Vendetta became a worldwide sym-

bol of protests. 

All of this is an argument for watching the 

right kind of stories. 

I’ve always been a big proponent of using mov-

ies to teach character, even making my own 

lists of “Movies for Future Men” and “Movies for 

Future Women.” 

But ultimately, what Pope Francis is advocating 

is not just watching virtuous movies, but associ-

ating ourselves with the very greatest stories of 

all time. 

“Sacred Scripture is a Story of stories,” said 

Pope Francis. “It shows us from the very begin-

ning a God who is both creator and narrator. 

Indeed, God speaks his word and things come 

into existence.” 

Our major Christian holidays give us our 

story. 

“In the history of every person, the Father sees 

again the story of his Son who came down to 

earth. Every human story has an irrepressible 

dignity,” Pope Francis said. 

Advent teaches us that God noticed us and 

came to meet us; Christmas shows us that even 

the value of infants is great; Easter teaches us 

that life in God is stronger than death; Corpus 

Christi teaches us that God unites us together in 

himself. 

These are the stories that tell us who they are, 

because they tell us who made us, what he did 

for us, and remind us that he is at our side to 

this day. 

We gratefully acknowledge Aleteia and Tom 

Hoopes for allowing us to republish. 

www.Aleteia.org 

Speaking on the importance of stories resonated very strongly with me, as anyone who has been a 

reader of The Spirit magazine will understand.  We have published many articles on the importance 

of ‘good stories”.  Good stories are not just stories that we enjoy, because they are funny, relatable, 

enjoyable, good stories should also be the tough stories that we would prefer not to know.  These 

stories often get buried, overwhelmed by other groups and individuals diverting attention from the 

real stories to enhance their own causes, view of history, or personal ambition.   

I always return to a quote from Ben Okri at a literary event a long time ago, he asserted, “Wars be-

gan with bad stories.”  

We live in an age of the instant story and equally instant response, and this makes it a dangerous 

age, because “Bad “stories do not get called out as often as they should, largely due to the sheer 

volume of them. One only has to monitor ‘Twitter” feeds to see incredibly ill informed, ignorant and 

downright untruths being peddled to a gullible readership on an hourly basis. 

http://www.Aleteia.org
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The story from Aleteia on the Pope - continued 

Refugee Week 

 Ben Okri OBE FRSL (born 15 March 1959) is 

a Nigerian poet and novelist. Okri is consid-

ered one of the foremost African authors in 

the post-modern and post-colonial traditions, 

and has been compared favourably to authors 

such as Salman Rushdie and Gabriel García 

Márquez. 

"I grew up in a tradition where there are simp-

ly more dimensions to reality: legends and 

myths and ancestors and spirits and death ... 

Which brings the question: what is reality? 

Everyone's reality is different. For different 

perceptions of reality we need a different lan-

guage. We like to think that the world is ration-

al and precise and exactly how we see it, but 

something erupts in our reality which makes 

us sense that there's more to the fabric of life. 

I'm fascinated by the mysterious element that 

runs through our lives. Everyone is looking out 

of the world through their emotion and history. 

Nobody has an absolute reality."  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Okri 

I personally believe we here in Australia, Church 

and Nation, stand on a precipice at this time, 

where we really need to look honestly at our his-

tory and perhaps review previously held beliefs, 

with a view to accepting truths that may not be 

particularly flattering or palatable.  They may 

have been beliefs held in good faith at the time, 

but with the benefit of hindsight we can see they 

did not always reflect true justice. We should not 

be fearful of such discernment, we do not be-

come less by reviewing and reflecting honestly 

on history, but rather we can use these as step-

ping-stones to growth on the continuing journey 

of a just and equal society.   

Helen Konynenburg 

This is the personal view of the writer and does 
not purport to reflect the views of our Parish 
Priest, the readership of Spirit Extra or the Holy 
Spirit Community. 

You may find the listings below of interest: 

 Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, TEDGlobal 

2009 - The danger of a single story: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg 

After fleeing war-torn Sudan and spending two 

years in Egypt, Deacon George and his young 

family came to Australia as refugees in 2004. He 

has since gained a Bachelor of Theology degree 

and now works as a Sudanese Catholic commu-

nity pastoral worker in Melbourne. 

He speaks about his life in war torn South Sudan 

with his wife and children, his work with Suda-

nese youth, and his mission to raise money for a 

Catholic school in South Sudan. 

www.majellan.media 

The Majellan family have launched their new 

website - Check it out and sign up for their week-

ly newsletter. 

2020 Year of Welcome 

Refugee Week is Australia’s peak annual activi-

ty to inform the public about refugees and cele-

brate positive contributions made by refugees to 

Australian society.  

It is sad that still today we have such harsh poli-

cies in place when it comes to the treatment of 

refugees and asylum seekers.   

The aim of Refugee Week is to provide an im-

portant opportunity for asylum seekers and refu-

gees to be seen, listened to and valued. 

You may also like to listen to our podcast with 

Deacon George Piech Meat on being a refugee. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Okri
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg
http://www.majellan.media
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place. 

I broke down in tears in front of him. I couldn’t 

even comprehend his generosity and kind nature. 

This is what being an Aussie is all about – helping 

each other when we can and sticking together. 

You have my word when I’m back up, I’ll be invit-

ing him over for dinner and will have a lifelong 

friend after all this. 

Please… if you know someone who is struggling 

and you’re doing okay, HELP them. Because his 

actions tonight completely restored my faith in hu-

manity. We are blessed to be in such a safe coun-

try 

https://ripplekindness.org/my-neighbor-overheard-

me-crying/ 

I was overheard crying - I’m struggling right now 

My neighbour overheard me crying outside to my 

mum today because I’m struggling right now. I’ve 

been let off from my main job, have to move 

house in less than two weeks, and I genuinely had 

a moment of feeling helpless and sorry for myself. 

He knocked on my door tonight and apologized 

for listening in to my conversation, and offered me 

two bags full of food (noodles, rice, pasta, canned 

items, deodorant, toilet paper, tampons) and con-

tinued to tell me his story of how he grew up in a 

country that was constantly in war and how he 

had the choice of either feeding himself or feeding 

his family. 

He said that he came to Australia to live a better 

life and now that he is well off, it hurt him to hear 

that a fellow Aussie was so upset and in a bad 

https://ripplekindness.org/my-neighbor-overheard-me-crying/
https://ripplekindness.org/my-neighbor-overheard-me-crying/
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Funnies - 1 

A Mexican magician tells his audience that he will 

disappear on the count of three. 

He counts, “uno, dos …” and poof … he disappears 

without a tres. 

 

An Englishman, a Frenchman, a Spaniard and a 

German are trying to get a glimpse of a juggling 

street performer over a crowd. The street performer 

notices this and stands on a box to give them a bet-

ter view. “Can you see me now?” he asks. 

The men respond, “Yes.” “Oui.” “Si.” “Ja.” 

 

What’s the different between a dirty bus station and 

a lobster with breast implants? 

One’s a crusty bus station, and one’s a busty crus-

tacean. 

 

A man comes home and informs his wife, “I’ve 

just left my job. I couldn’t work for that man after 

what he said to me.”  

Concerned, she asks, “What did he say to 

you?” 

“You’re fired.” 

I plan on living forever. So far, so good. 
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The politics, sport and religion of the “new normal” 

The world now is a very different to the one we 

woke up in just a few months ago.  This state-

ment is probably true for most of human history, 

but I’m sure we will look back on early 2020 as 

a point in time of quite some historical signifi-

cance. 

On reflecting on the changes that have taken 

place, how we’ve responded, what it means to 

me and others; it’s a set of changes that are in-

credibly complex, the effects of which can be 

seen and felt in a mind boggling number of 

ways, and we are perhaps still on the threshold 

of them. 

Here’s a snapshot of some of what’s occurred 

to me in 60 minutes of reflection: 

 St. Vinnies can no longer operate its soup 

kitchen as it used to do, feeding street 

people from designated locations each 

night, because of the requirement for so-

cial distancing.  Instead hampers are 

made up and distributed to known loca-

tions each week.  Many rough sleepers 

are now accommodated in hotels essen-

tially paid for by the government.  Older 

Vinnies volunteers, to protect their health, 

are no longer allowed to continue to serve 

as they used to.  The Victorian parliamen-

tary kitchens have been working to pro-

vide meals to organisations such as Vin-

nies to assist.  How cool is that?  Are 

enough people stepping up to help the 

street people? 

 Prior to the current crisis I have disliked 

society’s (the government’s / politicians’, 

i.e. our) obsession with “the economy” 

which is largely in my mind money and too 

little on values.  The obsession continues 

with the response to the crisis, but this 

time the discussion is not so directly about 

the economy re. profits but more about 

caring for people.  We care about minimis-

ing deaths, we care about the more vul-

nerable such as the aged and indigenous, 

we care for our health workers not being 

overrun, we care about people not seeing 

health practitioners for reasons other than 

COVID-19, we care about people main-

taining their livelihoods (JobKeeper, 

JobSeeker), we care about people in rent-

al accommodation.  We share a strong 

message that “Together, we’ll get through 

it”.  Australia is a good place. 

 Other countries have a different balance 

to us.  Some have reacted later and their 

people seem to have suffered more for it.  

Some are returning to work for the sake of 

“the economy” at what seems from our 

perspective to be at a higher risk to their 

people. 

 Many countries have nothing like the infra-

structure, skills or funds with which we are 

blessed so our approach is not an option 

for them.  Do they feel forgotten as we 

look after ourselves first? 

 Whilst we go into debt to protect 

ourselves, in the future will we fur-

ther reduce the support our neigh-

bouring countries receive from us? 

 Our response, e.g. JobKeeper, JobSeeker 

has been swift as it had to be, and will 

have long term consequences many of 

which can’t be mitigated or foreseen. 

 But our new position has and will 

create new divisions: some on 

JobKeeper have significantly high-

er incomes than before.  Others 

have less.  Some have missed out 

altogether, e.g. short term casuals, 

those who recently changed em-

ployers.  Businesses have col-

lapsed, some have flourished.  

Things will change in the future – 

recession, housing price collapse, 

… 
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The politics, sport and religion of the “new 

normal” - continued 
 Some are happy to be able to work 

from home.  Some are stuck at 

home with no work.  Some are 

stuck here in Australia and not al-

lowed to go home overseas.  

Some are stuck overseas and 

can’t come home to Australia. 

 Over my lifetime we have become 

increasingly less social.  Catalysts 

for this have been TV, the internet, 

computers and mobile devices.  

Working from home and social dis-

tancing is a quantum acceleration 

of the decline of socialisation in an 

incredibly short time span.  Whilst I 

have been enjoying getting a cou-

ple of extra hours a day by working 

from home and not having to travel 

to and from the city, my sister 

pointed out to me that were these 

changes to be happening when 

she was a young adult she would 

be devastated – the loss of oppor-

tunity to meet people, work with 

people and socialise are to be 

mourned for.  This is where we 

learn, make new friendships, find 

our future partners.  How quickly 

will we all get this back? 

Wondering what this collectively all means and 

how we should respond leads me to consider 

what I see as the key theme of any healthy soci-

ety – Connectedness.  This is a bit of a 

buzzword in team sport.  I follow the Richmond 

Football Club and “Connectedness” is all they 

talk about.  I’ve put my children through 30 

years of supporting a poor performing team but 

now they are the benchmark and we are all very 

excited and proud.  Having read a little about 

the transformation the Tigers have been 

through in recent years and how they operate 

now is quite inspiring.  They are there for each 

other and that has brought success, but I think 

the success they have is not the end game, it’s 

a nice by-product of the way they support each 

other and work together as a team.  I suspect 

Richmond would be the best placed team to 

suffer a loss because winning is not everything 

to them, being Richmond is everything to them 

and effectively us as supporters. 

The ethos of the Sharks Junior Football Club 

when my sons were playing there (roughly 1996 

- 2010) was about playing together, supporting 

each other, fair play and giving your best.  If we 

happened to win, then that would be enjoyed 

but it wasn’t the be all and end all.  This is what 

we taught our children.  We should remember 

this ourselves. 

Recently I watched the film Jo Jo Rabbit.  I was 

powerfully reminded how sometimes, perhaps 

often, the simple understanding that an innocent 

child has of a complex situation (in this case 

World War II) can often be closer to the truth 

than the understanding of an adult.  So sure, 

the lockdown and the changes we are going 

through are a major upheaval and there will be 

new divisions.  But will we look out for each oth-

er, care for each other, stay connected?  Will 

we work over the long term to reduce the divi-

sions and truly be more together? 

A TV series I have recently enjoyed is “New 

Amsterdam”.  The main character Dr. Max 

Goodwin finds ways to reach people that need 

help when everyone else has given up on them 

because it can’t be afforded, there are insuffi-

cient staff, because there’s no time.  His open-

ing line when he sees someone in desperate 

need or when a crisis presents is very humbling, 

and perhaps of childlike simplicity - “How can I 

help?”.  In even the most trying of circumstanc-

es Dr. Max finds a way to ensure everyone is 

cared for. 
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The Australian message is “Together we will get 

through this”.  I think our country has started the 

journey well. 

But the above is a perhaps the modern world 

view.  That’s the politics and sport of it.  But we 

are connected at Holy Spirit by our religion, our 

shared belief in Christ and the simple values he 

showed us.  At a time like this I sometimes think 

of The Lord looking down on His people and 

wondering what He makes of what we are do-

ing.  I think he would be seeing a world mostly 

working together to care for each other, and 

particularly so in our country.  Then last Sunday 

(15/06/2020), my wife and I streamed mass 

from The Jesuit church of St. Francis Xavier, 

Lavender Bay (Part of the parish of Our Lady of 

the Way).  The sermon was captivating.  The 

message from Christ was clear. 

Please watch the sermon (9 minutes) at: https://

youtu.be/GePjk4-_m2c?t=453.  The final lines of 

this Corpus Christi message are: 

“We, on receiving the Eucharist and say-

ing ‘Amen’, in believing that ‘Here I am’ 

The Lord says, ‘broken and poured out 

in love for you’, that when we walk out 

these doors, similarly we are broken and 

poured out in love for everyone who 

needs bread every day. 

This feast is not about The Lord alone. 

It’s about us in the world.” 

As Christians we are called to look out for each 

other.  To truly care.  We are to love one anoth-

er as He has loved us.  But we are not called 

just to be a bit nice and offer something that is 

easy to give.  We are called, actually chal-

lenged, to really get out of our comfort zones 

and make a sacrifice for others. 

 

Funnies - 2 
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson went camping 

together. They pitched their tent under the stars 

and went to sleep. In the middle of the night, 

Holmes woke Watson and said, “Watson, look 

up at the sky, and tell me what you see.” 

Watson replied, “I see millions and millions of 

stars.” 

“And what do you deduce from that?” asked 

Holmes. 

“Well, Holmes, if there are millions of stars, and 

if even a few of those have planets, it’s quite 

likely that there are some planets similar to 

Earth out there. And if there are a few planets 

like Earth out there, there may also be life.” 

Holmes replied, “Watson, you idiot, it means 

that someone stole our tent!” 

 

I bought my friend an elephant for her room. 

She said, “Thank you.” 

I said, “Don’t mention it.” 

 

What do you call a snobbish criminal going 

downstairs? 

A condescending con descending. 

 

I have a Polish friend who’s a sound technician, 

Oh, and a Czech one too. Czech one too. 

The politics, sport and religion of the “new 

normal” - continued 

https://northsydneycatholics.com/
https://northsydneycatholics.com/
https://northsydneycatholics.com/
https://youtu.be/GePjk4-_m2c?t=453
https://youtu.be/GePjk4-_m2c?t=453
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Introduction 

Let us pray together today for those who pro-

vide funeral services. What they do is very pain-

ful and very sad, and are touched closely by the 

pain caused by this pandemic. Let us pray for 

them. 

Homily 

Today the Church celebrates Saint Mark, one of 

the four evangelists, very close to the Apostle 

Peter. The Gospel of Mark was the first to be 

written. It is simple, a simple style, very close. If 

you have a bit of time today, pick it up and read 

it. It is not long, and the simplicity with which 

Mark recounts the life of the Lord is pleasing. In 

the Gospel we have just read - which is at the 

end of the Gospel of Mark - there is the sending 

forth by the Lord. The Lord reveals Himself as 

Saviour, as the only Son of God; He revealed 

Himself to all Israel, all the people, especially 

and with more details to the apostles, to the dis-

ciples. This is the Lord’s farewell, the Lord goes 

away: He left and “He was taken up into heav-

en: there at the right hand of God He took His 

place (Mk 16:19). But before leaving, when He 

appeared to the eleven, He said to them: “Go 

into the whole world; proclaim the Good News 

to every creature” (Mk 16:15). This is the mis-

sionary dimension of faith. Either faith has a 

missionary dimension, or it is not faith. Faith is 

not something only for myself, so that I may 

grow with faith: this is a gnostic heresy. Faith 

always leads you to come out of yourself, to go 

out. The transmission of faith; faith must be 

transmitted, it must be offered, above all by wit-

ness: “Go, so that the people see how you 

live” (see v. 15). Someone once said to me, a 

European priest, from a European city: “There is 

Morning Mass in the Chapel of the Domus Sancta Marthae 

a lot of unbelief, a lot of gnosticism in our city. 

Because the Christians do not have faith. If they 

had it they would certainly give it to the people”. 

They lack this missionary dimension, because 

conviction is lacking at its root: “Yes, I am Chris-

tian, I am Catholic”, as if it were a social habit. 

On your identity card, “My name is this and that, 

and I am a Christian”. It is a piece of information 

on an identity card. This is not faith! This is a 

cultural thing. Faith necessarily takes you out, it 

leads you to give it, because essentially faith 

must be transmitted. It is not something quiet. 

“Oh, so you mean, Father, that we all need to 

be missionaries and go to far-off countries?” No, 

this is a part of the missionary dimension. This 

means that if you have faith you must by neces-

sity come out of yourself, and show your faith in 

society. Faith is social, it is for everyone. “Go 

into the whole world; proclaim the Good News 

to every creature” (Mk 16:15). This does not 

mean becoming someone who proselytises, as 

if you were recruiting people to a football team 

or to a non-profit organisation. It means that you 

show the revelation, so that the Holy Spirit 

might work in people through witness: as a wit-

ness, with service. Service is a way of life. If I 

say that I am a Christian, but I live like a pagan, 

that doesn’t work, that doesn’t convince anyone. 

If I say that I am a Christian, and I live like a 

Christian, this attracts. It is witness. 

Once, in Poland, a university student asked me: 

“At university I have many atheist companions. 

What should I say to them to convince them?” 

“Nothing. The last thing you need to do is say 

something. Start to live, and they, seeing your 

witness, will ask you, ‘Why do you live this 

way?’”. Faith must be transmitted: not by con-

vincing but by offering a treasure. “It is there, do 

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

"Faith must be transmitted, it must be offered, above all by witness” 

Saturday, 25 April 2020 

https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=48&bible_chapter=16#19
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=48&bible_chapter=16#15
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=48&bible_chapter=16#15
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Morning Mass in the Chapel of the Domus Sancta Marthae - Continued 

you see it?” And this is also the humility Saint 

Peter spoke about in the First Reading: “Wrap 

ourselves in humility to be servants of each oth-

er, because God refuses the proud and will al-

ways favour the humble” (I Pt 5:5). How many 

times in the history of the Church have move-

ments and aggregations been born, of men and 

women who wanted to convince others, to con-

vert them… True proselytes. And how did they 

end? In corruption. 

This passage of the Gospel is so tender! But 

where is the certainty? How can we be sure that 

by going out of ourselves we will be fruitful in 

the transmission of the faith? “Proclaim the 

Good News to every creature” (Mk 16:15) and 

you will work wonders (see vv. 17-18). And the 

Lord will be with us until the end of the world. In 

the transmission of ideologies there are teach-

ers but when I act out of faith, the Lord accom-

panies me. I am never alone in the transmission 

of faith. It is the Lord with me Who transmits 

faith. He promised: “I will be with you all days 

even till the end of the world” (see Mt 28:20). 

Let us pray to the Lord that He help us to live 

our faith in this way: a faith which has open 

doors, a transparent faith, not proselytism, but 

which shows itself: “I am this way”. And with this 

healthy curiosity, may He help others to receive 

this message that will save them. 

Prayer for spiritual communion 

At Your feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself and 

I offer You repentance of my contrite heart, 

which is humbled in its nothingness and in Your 

holy presence. I adore You in the Sacrament of 

Your love, the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to 

receive You into the poor dwelling that my heart 

offers you. While waiting for the happiness of 

sacramental communion, I wish to possess You 

in spirit. Come to me, O Jesus, since I, for my 

part, am coming to You! May Your love em-

brace my whole being in life and in death. I be-

lieve in You, I hope in You, I love You. 

Thank you to Mary Ryan for supplying this 

Homily of Pope Francis. 

New school holiday online workshop 
Wheeler Kids: How to Make a Movie in 12 

Days 

Orson Welles did it with Citizen Kane. Greta 

Gerwig did it with Lady Bird. Sometimes the first 

movie you make is just a straight-up master-

piece. Why not get started early? 

At this online school-holiday workshop for 

young storytellers, run by middle-grade author 

Fiona Hardy, we'll do exactly that. Hardy is the 

author of How to Make a Movie in 12 Days – 

about a young girl, Hayley Whelan, who dreams 

of making her own horror movie.  

Hardy will kick off the workshop by talking about 

how she wrote the book, and performing some 

readings from this hilarious and entertaining 

tale. Then, inspired by Hayley Whelan's dedica-

tion to her craft, participants will get stuck into 

some screenwriting exercises of their own and 

have a chance to ask Fiona questions. Kids can 

come with ideas of their own, or just with starry 

eyes and open minds. 

It all happens on Thursday 2 July. Participants 

will need pencils and paper, and you’ll be sent a 

workshop activity sheet by email in advance of 

the session. Please sign up below! 

Suitable for children aged 9–12 years old.  

Iconic Duos: The Next Chapter Writers and 

Mentors. 

With entries now open for the third year of The 

Next Chapter, the Wheeler Centre’s writers’ 

https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=67&bible_chapter=5#5
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=48&bible_chapter=16#15
https://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=47&bible_chapter=28#20
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scheme, join three recipients and their mentors 

– Arthur Bolkas and Arnold Zable, Meleika Ge-

sa-Fatafehi and Ellen van Neerven, and Jean 

Bachoura and Maria Tumarkin – to discuss the 

varied forms support for emerging writers can 

take, and the unique qualities of writing mentor-

ships. Hosted by Veronica Sullivan. 

Presented annually, The Next Chapter gives ten 

outstanding emerging writers the time and 

space to write, and a 12-month mentorship with 

an experienced writer. Through these mentor-

ships, tomorrow’s great voices are steered and 

supported by today’s literary icons. Tune in on 

Monday 22 June.  Presented in partnership with 

the Emerging Writers’ Festival. 

 

T H E  S P I R I T  E X T R A !  

Wheeler Kids: How to Make a Movie in 12 Days.  
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Eureka Street - Continuing to imagine a better world for all 

While many religious people took to the streets 

to support #BlackLivesMatter, sadly it was the 

image of US President Donald Trump wielding 

the Bible against those protesters that dominat-

ed much of the media coverage. 

Too often, Christianity today is used in support 

of an agenda that bears little relationship to the 

teachings of the Gospel. More than ever, we 

need places like Eureka Street - a home for reli-

gious people who are drawing on their religious 

faith to build a better world for all people, with a 

focus on those on the margins of society. 

My Catholic faith is deeply important to my un-

derstanding of social justice. I believe Eureka 

Street plays a vital role in sharing intelligent and 

nuanced perspectives on social justice issues 

from the religious community. It’s where reli-

gious writers can keep us focused on the plight 

of marginalised communities, can share on-

the-ground stories of people our churches 

engage with, and bring the best religious think-

ing to the most important issues of our time. 

However, we need your help. The costs of pay-

ing writers and maintaining our platforms are 

not insignificant, and the current COVID-19 

landscape has presented us with some more 

financial challenges. 

If you can help us keep Eureka Street going, 

whether it’s by donating, by purchasing a raffle 

ticket, or just sharing what we do with others, 

we would greatly appreciate your support. 

Together, we can ensure Eureka Street remains 

a place where religious believers and non-

believers alike can seek understanding, build 

relationships, and offer insights into how our 

shared wisdom can help us confront the many 

challenges facing our world today.  

Michael McVeigh Managing Editor, Jesuit Com-

munications 

Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra 
Melbourne Digital Concert Hall 

Friday 10 July 2020 |  8.30pm | Live-streamed 

Cavatina is a charming and impassioned pro-

gram for strings from the Mannheim Court and 

the Classical and early Romantic eras with 

works by Mozart, Richter, Rossini and the 

young Mendelssohn. Beethoven’s lyrical Cavati-

na is at the heart of the program performed on 

period instruments by principal musicians of the 

Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra. 

Melbourne Digital Concert Hall (MDCH) was 

created by musicians, for musicians. It is de-

signed to support the Australian arts industry 

during the COVID-19 crisis. 

The concert occurs just once at a set time, just 

like a regular recital, and is professionally video 

streamed at no cost to the musicians involved. 

 

‘Seats’ are sold online, with the full $20 ticket 

price going directly to the artists themselves. A 

modest booking fee of $4 covers transaction 

costs and contributes towards a broadcast tech-

nician. 

Once you have purchased your tickets from 

Melbourne Digital Concert Hall, you will receive 

instructions on how to attend. 

Australian Catholic Religious Against Traf-

ficking in Humans 

This is yet another organization doing great 

work.  Check out their website and read more 

about what they do.  http://acrath.org.au/ 

ACRATH News 

http://acrath.org.au/
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Posted on June 12, 2020  

A very brief reflection this week. The pain and 

fear of so many people today demand a Chris-

tian response not just more pious rhetoric. A 

monumental social change is underway… I re-

member a line from the British writer and theolo-

gian, C.S. Lewis, in his book The Problem of 

Pain: “God whispers to us in our pleasures, 

speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our 

pains….” 

Fear paralyses people and contributes to a cha-

otic environment; but compassion and collabo-

ration bring security and stability. Christians, 

especially, should be people who do not allow 

fear to rule their lives. We know and we believe. 

Resurrection follows the way of the cross and 

death. 

Christians can and must be prophetic people, 

who are clear-headed and courageous. 

Coronavirus restrictions around the world have 

been lifted or ignored. Right now, however, this 

historic pandemic is not ending. It is surging. 

Nevertheless, it will not happen overnight; but 

we can and will conquer corona…..We need to 

be realistic and work together. 

Malfunctioning democracies can be fixed. There 

are peaceful ways to restructure leadership and 

reform political policies….It we truly want to, we 

can overcome the extreme and destructive ra-

cial polarization in our society, provided we re-

place angry competition with compassion and 

collaboration. 

Ultimately our society will get either the form we 

want — or the form we allow. 

Christians need to fortify themselves with re-

newed faith and moral behaviour. We need to 

base our actions on reality not popular fanta-

sies. 

Jesus of Nazareth, living and working in the so-

cio-cultural context of his day, was a prophetic 

non-violent person. He was a threat of course to 

his contemporary vested interest people: au-

thoritarian leaders for whom religion was more 

about self-promotion than service. 

We remember: Jesus was bullied, beaten, and 

brutally killed. 

We remember: Jesus’ victory over death. 

As we confront the perplexing political, econom-

ic, and social problems of our time, we are 

called to practice and promote authentic Chris-

tian action. Yes of course, people who behave 

in a criminal and inhuman way need to be sanc-

tioned and restrained; but crude militarism and 

violence alone will never resolve our contempo-

rary national and international crises. They will 

only increase and promote more savage kinds 

of militarism. History lessons are clear about 

this. 

With genuine Christian faith and vision, we can 

create a more humane society. We can help 

people find a deeper security that banishes the 

power and influence of fear. We can promote 

human self-worth far better than political and 

religious fanaticism. But we must thoroughly 

reject the contemporary “post-truth” way of life 

built on and sustained by lies, falsehoods, and 

deception. The crisis today is serious. 

Jesus of Nazareth was a courageous and out-

spoken social critic who respected people and 

promoted their dignity and sense of self-worth. 

Recall the narrative about the woman about to 

be stoned. He honoured her self-worth. He re-

stored her own sense of self-worth. That was 

also the key element in his narrative about the 

Good Samaritan. These are not just old pious 

stories. They are exhortations about what 

should be part of our rule of life, if we really take 

Jesus and his way of life seriously. 

Yes. This is the challenge of being a Jesus-

person in our days of contemporary anxiety, 

fear, and impending chaos. We can and must 

Fear - Compassion - Collaboration  

https://anothervoice-greenleaf.org/2020/06/12/fear-compassion-collaboration/
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This year Refugee Week has been swal-

lowed by the disruption caused by COVID-

19, and by the fracturing of society in the 

United States. In a world where people natu-

rally turn inwards, those who seek protec-

tion from persecution receive little public 

attention or sympathy. It becomes all the 

more important to reflect on the world of 

which refugees are part and why their lives 

matter to us. 

A starting point of reflection is to compare the 

present situation of refugees now with that of 

thirty years ago. At that time public conversation 

about refugees normally paid at least lip service 

to the UNHCR Convention Relating to the Sta-

tus of Refugees. Underlying the Convention 

was the United Nations Universal Declaration 

on Human Rights, which demanded respect for 

the human dignity of each human being, so for-

bidding the treatment of them as means to an 

end. In the case of refugees this implied that to 

respect the rights of refugees was the responsi-

bility of all nations. 

In practice it was discharged by neighbouring 

nations who received refugees, and by other 

nations which, generally through the UNHCR, 

supported them with shelter, food and safety, 

assessed their claims for refugee status, and so 

opened pathways to life outside their own na-

tion. 

Despite this cooperative and principled frame-

work, however, it was not a golden age for refu-

gees. Not all nations subscribed to the United 

Nations Convention on Refugees, nor to the 

Declaration of Human Rights. Those that did 

often found ways of evading the framework. In 

Australia an early fateful decision was to detain 

indefinitely people who came by boat to claim 

protection. Initially a stratagem to prevent ac-

cess to the protection of law, the certainty of 

detention was soon seen as a means to deter 

others from seeking protection. The corrupting 

force of this practice and its rationale has 

worked its way through Australian public life 

since. 

Although imperfectly observed, the framework 

governing the treatment of refugees was an 

agreed starting point of conversation, and gov-

support each other as messengers of truth, 

when loud voices around us shout fabricated 

falsehoods and spread exaggerated news sto-

ries to conveniently frighten and paralyse peo-

ple. 

In his inaugural address in 1933, President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt said “You have nothing to 

fear but fear itself.” In the Gospel of John, Rabbi 

Jesus, more importantly said “You will know the 

truth and the truth will set you free.” 

A closing prayerful thought, by poet and spiritual 

writer William Cleary: 

“The future is full of promise, Holy Mystery, if 

only because we discern your forces of evolu-

tion at work everywhere. Every opening daffodil, 

every growing child, every glimmer of human 

enlightenment, every bodily process of healing 

tells us the future is not fearsome but is full of 

potential. Your face is hidden, your name un-

known still we turn to you in faith and confi-

dence. Creating Evolutionary Spirit, we hear 

your comforting voice in the steady music of the 

unfolding creation, in harmonies and dissonanc-

es of the world around us into which we pour 

our humble efforts. We give thanks to exist, and 

to be in some way the joy of your heart. Amen.” 

Jack (https://anothervoice-

greenleaf.org/2020/06/12/fear-compassion-

collaboration/ Retrieved 12/06/2020) - Thank 

you to Louise Rigo for presenting this for publi-

cation. 

Fear - Compassion - Collaboration  

Reflecting on this Refugee Week 

https://anothervoice-greenleaf.org/2020/06/12/fear-compassion-collaboration/%20Retrieved%2012/06/2020
https://anothervoice-greenleaf.org/2020/06/12/fear-compassion-collaboration/%20Retrieved%2012/06/2020
https://anothervoice-greenleaf.org/2020/06/12/fear-compassion-collaboration/%20Retrieved%2012/06/2020
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ernments felt the need to argue for restrictions 

on their human rights by appealing to clauses in 

the convention. Advocates for justice for people 

who sought protection had strong support from 

a minority of the population. 

Refugee Week this year is celebrated in a very 

different world. People continue to seek protec-

tion from persecution and from wars, but the 

nations involved in fighting or supplying weap-

ons take no responsibility for the refugees they 

create. The UNHCR is inadequately funded to 

support the people who need protection. Mostly 

impoverished neighbouring nations often turn 

them back or encourage them to seek protec-

tion elsewhere. When they make their way 

across seas or overland to European nations 

they are denied entrance. In the course of this 

rejection their human rights to food, shelter, 

safety, education for their children and respect 

are often routinely violated. They enjoy little 

public support. 

'The lives of refugees depend on the resolu-

tion of that larger choice between dystopia 

and hospitality.' 

The weakened international commitment to ref-

ugees reflects a corresponding diminishment of 

respect for universal human rights and for the 

institutions which transcend purely national in-

terests. President Trump is the public face of 

this change, withdrawing from international 

agreements designed to promote peace and 

cooperation, imposing trade embargoes with no 

thought for the effect on the human beings 

whom they will affect, and subordinating even 

human life to business. Elsewhere, too respect 

for the rule of law is weakened by populist ap-

peal to fear and the consequent legislative en-

trenchment of systems of control and secrecy. 

For society the treatment of refugees is the ca-

nary in the mine. In Australia the creation of the 

Manus Island system and the sophisticated re-

gime of dehumanisation that it spawned have 

presaged the creeping growth of control, secre-

cy and militarisation in other areas of public 

life. Public conversation about movement be-

tween nations and our relationships with other 

nations, too, are now conducted purely in terms 

of our short-term national interest, usually de-

fined in purely economic terms, not by the re-

spect that helps people less fortunate build a 

better future. 

When seen against this background it is under-

standable that refugees have little place in the 

minds and hearts of Australians. Those seeking 

protection are shut out. They are not seen, not 

heard. 

Where to from here? Perhaps the principal chal-

lenge to us in our concern for refugees is to 

hold together companionship with people who 

seek protection and attention to the larger 

movements in Australian society and the world 

over which refugees have no control, but which 

nevertheless shape their lives. The risk of frag-

mentation that the coronavirus threatens and its 

embodiment in the unfair and divided society in 

the United States are a warning of dystopia. But 

they also represent an opportunity to envision a 

hospitable society in which the dignity of all hu-

man beings is respected. 

The lives of refugees depend on the resolution 

of that larger choice between dystopia and hos-

pitality. Once again refugees will be canaries in 

the mine of society. Both for that reason and 

also out of respect for their humanity, they call 

for the small kindnesses of support, advocacy, 

visits and support for the legal and other agen-

cies that have stuck by them and given them 

hope. They also call for critical attention to the 

world which we by participation or by silence will 

shape. 

Andrew Hamilton is consulting editor of Eureka 

Street.  – We acknowledge Eureka Street and 

Andrew Hamilton and thank them for allowing 

us to republish this article. 

Reflecting on this Refugee Week -  Continued 
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Arts Centre Melbourne – 

www.artscentremelbourne.com.au 

Whilst Covid-19 has meant we have been una-

ble to attend shows of any kind, now is a great 

time to see and hear artists that we may nor-

mally not be able to enjoy in person, due to 

cost, travel etc.  Don’t miss these great opportu-

nities – Here are a few on offer NOW! 

Embedding Access in Creativity - How can 

we embed access in performance? Hear from 

performer Emma J Hawkins and The Legend of 

Queen Kong Episode II creatives Sarah Ward 

and Bec Matthews 

Warumuk – A new podcast by Circa Contem-

porary Circus.  Premiering in 2012 to celebrate 

The Australian Ballet’s 50th anniversary, this 

stunning collaboration with Bangarra is inspired 

by traditional Aboriginal stories. 

ACO Celebrates 30 Years of Richard Tognet-

ti’s artistic leadership.  Tune in for a huge 

week of digital releases from The Australian 

Chamber Orchestra as they celebrate Richard 

Tognetti’s 30th Anniversary as Artistic Director. 

 

TIX INSIDER – Upcoming Streamed events. 

PETER PAN Live!  Starring Allison Williams, 

Academy Award winner Christopher Walken 

and Christian Borle, this live television produc-

tion of the classic Broadway musical is available 

to stream online for free, from this Saturday for 

48 hours. Starring Allison Williams, Academy 

Award winner Christopher Walken and Christian 

Borle, this live television production of the clas-

sic Broadway musical is available to stream 

online for free, from this Saturday for 48 hours. 

Ngaire: Take Over - Known for her stellar vocal 

force, tight beats, boisterous costuming and big 

pop sounds, Ngaiire is a musical force of na-

ture. This live-streamed performance is part of 

Make Music Day – a worldwide celebration of 

music. 

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: THE MADNESS 

OF GEORGE III. Nottingham Playhouse's pro-

duction of the play by beloved playwright Alan 

Bennett is available to stream for free until Fri-

day. King George III is the most powerful man in 

the world. But with his mind unravelling at a dra-

matic pace, ambitious politicians and a schem-

ing prince threaten to undermine the power of 

the crown. 

AIDA ON SYDNEY HARBOUR - Verdi's Egyp-

tian epic is now available to stream online. Lav-

ishly designed by Mark Thompson, the staging 

is grand in scale but intensely intimate, telling 

the story of the enslaved princess Aida, her 

great love Radamès and her rival Amneris. 

https://tix.co 

Things to See and Enjoy 

Reform or Retreat 

www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au 

May 2020 Editorial - Posted on June 12, 2020  

REFORM OR RETREAT - A delay can be a 

blessing when it provides extra time to re-set 

goals. 

Until now we have been rushing towards the 

opening session of a reforming Plenary Council, 

but hope is souring to scepticism, and goodwill 

to disaffection.  In the Listening and Dia-

logue phase the people of God offered the re-

sults of their prayerful reflection enthusiastically. 

Analysis reveals that their submissions over-

whelmingly sought greater inclusion and much 

more involvement of the laity in church govern-

ance.  

http://www.artscentremelbourne.com.au
https://tix.co
http://www.catholicsforrenewal.org.au
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We listened, prayed and discerned. But sadly 

good faith has not been reciprocated. Our bish-

ops have not yet Listened to us: 70% of 

the 'delegates'- they are more correctly those 

'called' to participate in the Council - hold an 

official position in the church; 76 lay 'delegates’ 

were chosen by the bishops in a closed pro-

cess.  Our bishops do not seek to Discern with 

us. They have decided to withhold from the 

Australian faithful the historic report on church 

governance The Light from the Southern Cross: 

Promoting Co-Responsible Governance in the 

Catholic Church in Australia. The ecclesiology 

that says that the people of God are the church, 

has once again been set aside. 

This report was handed to the bishops on 4th 

May.  They plan to release it ‘sometime’ after 

their next plenary meeting in November. No 

date is specified.  Why delay?  Do they fear the 

recommendations? All 86? Or some of them? 

Do they fear the report’s support of the faithful’s 

view that transparency, inclusion and direct in-

volvement are essential to the good order and 

governance of the church? Do they fear that this 

report begins the process of dislodging the uni-

lateral power and control they have exercised 

over a declining church, a church in crisis? 

We can assume that this report calls for more 

transparency and accountability, exactly the op-

posite of the present decision to bury the docu-

ment and delay its release.  What the ACBC did 

say was that “The report identifies key principles 

of good ecclesial governance synodality, dia-

logue, discernment and leadership – and offers 

important ideas on how the Church might en-

hance the leadership role of lay people and en-

sure appropriate co-responsibility at parish and 

diocesan levels. 

With the Plenary Council delayed, this is the 

moment for the bishops to re-set their collective 

goal and make the report immediately available 

to everyone.  A nationwide, collective parish dis-

cernment together with public assemblies in 

every diocese should be established and con-

vened as soon as possible Massimo Faggioli, a 

consultant to the report, has predicted that this 

report “will be studied for many years to come 

by theologians, church historians, canon law-

yers, and all those with an interest in connecting 

spiritual and institutional reform in the Catholic 

Church.”  Before they do so, let the ordinary 

faithful of Australia be the first to study it. 

Listening to the Holy Spirit and Maintaining 

the Momentum 

Recently, twenty seven parishes in Victoria 

came together to continue their engagement 

with church reform and renewal, sharing 

their website (senseofthefaithful.org.au).  They 

base their mission on the words of Pope Fran-

cis: “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting 

and dirty because it has been out on the streets, 

rather than a church which is unhealthy from 

being confined and clinging to its own securi-

ty” (Evangelii Gaudium, n49).  A light from the 

Southern Cross indeed - to illuminate the uni-

versal church. 

The Plenary Council facilitation team has sug-

gested that “a program of webinars, podcasts, 

and other multi-media projects will be rolled out 

in the latter half of 2020”.  It would be more ben-

eficial, and much more productive, if they could 

forbear to roll out anything other than the ex-

pertly informed Governance Report.  Along with 

the ACBC we, the people, “look forward to con-

sidering the report in depth” pursuant upon its 

immediate release.  

The time is now.  

 

Reform or Retreat -  Continued 

https://www.senseofthefaithful.org.au/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html#V.%E2%80%82A_mother_with_an_open_heart
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Thank you from The Editor 
Thank you to everyone who has assisted 

with and contributed to Spirit Extra Six. 

When we started I thought there might be two or 

three editions, and here we are at number six.  

Please send us your feedback as to whether 

you would still like us to continue, or if the time 

has come to put the Spirit Extra to bed. 

How Pope Francis values the power of stories 

features in an article this edition and, I have 

been very self-indulgent in submitting a very 

small article myself on the topic.  I do believe in 

the power of stories and their ability to empower 

others. 

This story is about Margaret Currie, one of our 

founding parishioners, who, due to the inevita-

ble ravages of time and age, on both herself 

and husband John, is currently in the process of 

packing up their home of so many years to 

move closer to their daughter.  

Some of you will remember Margaret as the or-

ganist at so many of our Sunday masses, but of 

course she was so much more than that. 

My story of Margaret is of a lady who experi-

enced many traumas, sadness’s, and more re-

cently health issues in her life, who never gave 

up on herself or her faith. 

She has been an unacknowledged source of 

comfort and courage, along with so many of our 

parish legends, past and present, by her exam-

ple to me in times of fear and distress. 

Those times when I have dragged myself to 

Mass, simply because it was Sunday, and then 

looked around at Margaret Currie and so many 

like her, who have endured the many upheavals 

life can throw and yet are still standing strong 

and resilient, albeit with stick or walking frame, 

and I have been lifted and inspired to know that 

with God’s help nothing is insurmountable; All 

things can be endured and most will pass. 

Thank you Margaret for all you have contributed 

to our Holy Spirit Community over so many 

years.  You will always remain a part of that 

most vibrant patchwork of lives and living that 

has been created here, and you will not be for-

gotten.  Once you have belonged to us, you are 

always ours, regardless of where you may live. 

Please remember to check out the parish web-

site for all the updates on available masses and 

how to book to attend, and the newsletter of the 

Melbourne Archdiocese as it has many interest-

ing articles on people and parishes. 

Stay safe and do not despair – This too will end. 

EVENTUALLY. 

Helen Konynenburg 

The contents of this edition are printed in an ef-

fort to support community awareness and com-

munication and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the editors, our parish priest, or the 

people of the Holy Spirit parish. 

Would you believe …? 

Mary had a little lamb, the Doctor was sur-

prised.  But when old McDonald had a farm 

he couldn't believe his eyes! 


