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CHAPEL BOOKLET
When a person enters the ACM 
they start on a journey of land, fi re 
and water that captures the journey 
of Aboriginal Catholics entering 
The Dreaming through a dynamic 
experience of past/present/future .... 
a sense of the “eternal now” which 
includes the story of the ACM who are 
a community who have struggled and 
survived and responded to the Holy 
Father’s challenge in 1986:
‘And the Church herself in Australia 
will not be fully the Church that Jesus 
wants her to be until you have made 
your contribution to her life and until 
that contribution has been joyfully 
received by others’. Pope John Paul II
The Aboriginal Catholic Ministry 
Melbourne grew from a dream: a 
dream of belonging, of identity, 
of ownership and of the unity of 
Aboriginal people.
“This place has grown from a place 
to meet and work to a spiritual place” 
Fr Michael Gilbert

The artwork represents the Aboriginal 
community all coming together under the 
Catholic Church, represented by the cross 
above them. This cross then branches out 
linking in with our spiritual ancestors, 
while the coolamon is there to cradle our 
community and bring our culture to the 
Catholic Church.

Artwork by Reanna Bono, Wiradjuri and 
Wemba Wemba.



THE CEREMONIAL RING
Deep in the bush the Great  
Spirit looked down at the people
The fire glows and dances on  
their faces
Elders and children gather  
closer to the fire
The sharing of stories songs  
and laughter begins
And lingers on the leaves of the trees
As we receive a blessing  
from the spirit of fire.
Fire means so much to Aboriginal 
people they could not do without it. 
People gather in a circle around the 
fire which is for the calling of people 
together-for cooking, eating – and 
warmth at night.
It is used for smoking the people and 
the land when gathered for important 
ceremonies. To walk through the 
smoke is to be cleansed and healed. It 
is around the fire that the stories are 
told and the law was taught. Fire is at 
the heart of Aboriginal culture.
Everyone enters the ceremonial ring 
bringing the smoke into themselves 
for cleansing and purification in 
preparation for the ceremony of 
Mass.



A place of WELCOME and 
THE GARDEN - a place of 
tranquillity
In the garden there is the manna 
gum which echoes the Wurrundjeri 
people’s welcome.
Welcome to the land of the 
Wurundjeri people. The Wurundjeri 
are known as the Manna Gum people 
and it is our custom to invite people 
to share in this ceremony. These 
leaves are offered to you, take a leaf 
and you are welcome to everything 
from the tops of the trees to the roots 
of the earth. It means that we become 
linked symbolically and also that you 
join with us to honour the spirits of 
our ancestors who have nurtured 
this very land for many, many 
thousand of years. My language is 
the Woiworrung language ...You are 
most welcome to the traditional land 
of the Wurundjeri people. Aunty Joy 
Wandin-Murphy.
The theme of “Wominjeka” 
(Welcome) continues with it being 
engraved into both doors to the 
ministry and links into the cultural 
symbols to be found in the flowing 
artwork found on the internal glass. 
The Acknowledgement of the Land 
is also found at the entrance to the 
complex. The plaque itself is known 
as the “kanie gon” plaque and was 
designed by Tasmanian artist Tamzen 
Roberts.
In the garden is Bunjil - the Creator 
Spirit of this land.
The plants that surround the ministry 
are all Australian plants or plants 
that have a link to the Bible such as 
the grape vine and olive trees. All of 
these plants were donated by friends 
of the ACM and their contribution is 
recognised by being named on stones 
scattered throughout the garden.
It is impossible to tell the whole story 
of all the items in the wonderful new 
chapel but here are a few hints to the 
rich interplay of ideas that led to the 
results you see before you.



INTERIOR DESIGN
This was by Reanna Bono, Wiradjuri 
and Wemba Wemba daughter of 
Nancy Bono - long time member of 
the ACM.

THE MESSAGE STICK
The Message Stick, painted by 
Melissa Brickell, has journeyed with 
the ACM, helping bring focus to its 
living of the gospel.

THE WORD
The bookrest was crafted by Trevor 
Clark to hold the Word.

THE SANCTUARY FURNITURE AND LITURGICAL OBJECTS

THE FLOOR
This is a journey track symbolising 
a river bed which meanders and 
creates a defined, respectful space 
for the sanctuary. The front door 
inlay symbolises the Trinity and was 
designed by Vicki Clark.



THE CRUCIFIX
The Two Way Crucifix – painted 
by Vicki Clark, showing from an 
Aboriginal view how Jesus Christ 
links to the world and reveals 
the sacraments which sustain by 
paralleling the seven gifts given  
in Aboriginal spirituality with the 
seven sacraments.

THE MIA MIA TABERNACLE
The Mia Mia Tabernacle, symbol of 
home, arises from a workshop of the 
VACC with Pauline Clayton, and was 
realised by Mal Wood.
The Campfire / Sanctuary Lamp:  
fire is the source of heat and warmth; 
a place around which we gather.  
The tabernacle symbolises the eternal 
call to community. The campfire is  
the place of storytelling, myth-telling  
- a place of spiritual nourishment.



THE ALTAR
The Altar, gifted by the Redemptorist 
Community, was dedicated with their 
gift of a first class relic of St Gerard 
Magella. The inlay in the altar reflects 
the Southern Cross.
The altar cover & altar cloth by Carol 
Messer, depict a gathering of diverse 
tribes for common thanksgiving 
ceremony. 
The candles were handcrafted by 
Trevor Clark and painted by Vicki 
Clark.
The Paschal candle stand, the 
offertory table, the chalice and the 
ciborium were all brought to life 
by Mal Wood to complement the 
sanctuary furniture.



VESTMENTS
The vestments were gifted to Bishop 
Hilton Deakin at his ordination as 
a bishop. They were painted by 
Jilumblu and worn by Archbishop 
Denis Hart at the blessing of the 
chapel.

BAPTISMAL FONT
The Baptismal Font was a 
collaborative effort by Trevor & 
Vicki Clark & Toucan Glass. It is a 
coolamon, capturing the stars of the 
Milky Way in its glass and echoes the 
water of life shown flowing in the 
window.



ST MARY OF THE CROSS  
MAC KILLOP
The second class relic of St Mary of 
the Cross MacKillop, gifted by the 
Sisters of St Joseph, hangs near the 
entrance. It is a piece of the original 
coffin of Mary MacKillop.

FIGURE OF JESUS
At the entrance there is a crucifix 
carved by artist John Lay, which was 
donated by the Presentation Sisters.





THE STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS
In the coordinator’s office there is the 
original painting by Aboriginal artist 
Richard Campbell upon which Toucan 
glass based the stained glass window 
that is a major feature in the chapel.
The piece places Christ within the 
country on which the ACM is housed. 
Included in the design are Victoria’s 
emblems: the Common Heath, 
The Helmeted Honey Eater and the 
Leadbeaters Possum.
The image of Christ flows into a space 
of red ochres, golden earth and the 
blues of life giving water. The window 
is placed so that it picks up the full 
rays of the setting sun.



In the image the rainbow serpent 
carves out the waterways through 
which the water flows ... the water 
which flows into the coolamon, that 
is held by the Aboriginal woman, 
overflows into the chapel space and 
is captured by the coolamon in the 
baptismal font.
Message Stick held by the Aboriginal 
elder symbolises the purpose for the 
journey and, also, the message which 
gives the journey meaning. This is 
passed on into the space of the chapel 
during liturgies as the Message 
Stick accompanies the Word of God, 
the proclamation of which guides 
Aboriginal Catholics in their journey. 
Just as the Message Stick was the 
passport from one land to another, 
the Message Stick echoes the Word 
of God which links the land of daily 
existence with the land of the spirit.
The elder wears the possum skin 
cloak which also links him to the land 
of the ACM.



The predominance of the Manna Gum 
leaves captures the essence of the 
Elders and Aboriginal past members 
and founders of the ACM - the symbol 
of the Binnap partners, with the black 
and white hand embraced to become 
one, represents the contribution 
of the broader non-Aboriginal 
community to the Aboriginal  
Catholic Ministry.
These images, connected with the 
spiritual handprints embedded in the 
glass, symbolise the entwining of the 
past, the present and future of the 
ACM.
The wounds of Christ are shown 
through the symbol of the “meeting 
circle”. They emphasise the suffering 
of Jesus Christ. The golden halo 
around the head of Jesus Christ, 
which is emphasised at sunset when 
the light flows through the window, 
emphasises the belief that Christ 
is risen. Together they reflect the 
wounds and yearning for resurrection 
that is found in the community that 
gathers in the meeting circle that is 
the ACM chapel.

On the wall outside of the chapel is a 
photo of Deacon Monty Pryor. Monty 
Pryor was born on Palm Island, to 
Tom and Emily Pryor, after his family 
had been moved from their traditional 
lands. He was ordained in 1982 and 
became Deacon, serving as assistant 
Chaplain at Stuart Creek Prison and 
on the Queensland Aboriginal and 
Islander Catholic Council. He had a 
close connection with the ACM.



THE TALKING ROOM
The founders talked and dreamed of 
a special place. That place became the 
ACM in 1988 and is now known as the 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry Victoria 
(ACMV). This space has been the 
“the talking place” since the Ministry 
moved to this premises.

NINDEEBIYA ROOM
Nindeebiya means “shelter for 
women” - it is a safe place. It is 
a place for prayer, counselling, A 
number of the artworks in this room 
came from the Nindeebiya house in 
Collingwood of the Sisters of Mercy 
- these include the wanjuna, a statue 
of an Aboriginal mother and child and 
a cross. There is also a painting of the 
Madonna and child painted by Daly 
River artist Catherine Ariuu.



THE AUBREY AND BARBARA 
KINCHELA GARDEN
In this reflective space are found 
stones to remember the passing of 
members of the Aboriginal Catholic 
Ministry to the Dreaming.
It is a place of healing and so has a 
healing medicine garden that was 
established by Annette Laidlaw.
Overlooking the space is the art 
installation - “The Tormented Christ” 
by Brian Hobson.
Water as a symbol of life continues as 
a feature at the heart of this area.



 

THE AIMS OF THE ABORIGINAL CATHOLIC MINISTRY
• to promote the aspirations and voice of Aboriginal people in the diocese
• to develop Aboriginal Catholic communities with local Aboriginal 

leadership and ministries
• to encourage and guide the work of the Aboriginal Ministry Team
• to liaise with church leaders and organisations on behalf of the Aboriginal 

community
• to educate the wider Australian society, especially the Catholic community, 

to an understanding of Aboriginal people, their culture and history
• to do research in support of these aims
‘The seed has sprouted and here we are and we haven’t changed in our goals 
and our dreams.” Vicki Clark
‘Here in Melbourne the work of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry and the 
outreach which comes from the centre which has lately been renewed is 
of paramount importance, I recognise all that our Aboriginal leaders have 
done to encourage and support the ancient faith, culture and human living 
of the Aboriginal community and to bring knowledge and understanding 
of our history to so many others throughout the Archdiocese....not only in 
helping Aboriginal people to come for sacraments, but also recognising the 
uniqueness of each individual and the special culture which enriches all of our 
country’ Archbishop Hart.

It is the spirit of the Sacred (Creator God) 
on the human journey.

It is insight into the great mystery which 
surrounds all human awareness.

Dreaming relates to the times of the Spirit Ancestors who,

On their epic journeys, formed the land and all things. 

But this sacred past is ever present and 
creation is ongoing. The Spirits live.

The Dreaming is eternity touching time.

It is the ETERNAL NOW

For more information go to: http://www.cam.org.au/acmv/


